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Representing Disease
How Hepatitis C and HIV/AIDS acquired a political identity

oViral Chronic disease

Did people with HCV In the UK develop a _ _ o _ R
o Collective Consciousness = ability to realize ones similarities

oBlood-borne virus: blood transfusions, blood gt &% political identity?

through shared experiences

products, Injecting drug use. o HCV collective consciousness = similarities through experience

oLong incubation period of disease

: : ; ; : o Creation of a “‘we”
oSymptoms include fatigue, liver cirrhosis

y o Implementation of this “we” into the world of politics and
oENnd stage Is often liver failure

not just medical world

1.Awareness of one’s condition

2.Viewing oneself as political actors not Who?

It's estimated around 215,000 patients

people In the UK have hepatitis C. 3.Developing a group identity

Injecting

Recipients of

Hemophiliacs
Blood

Drug Users

4.Sense of Injustice + someone to blame
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oPolitical Structure

Misdiagnosed Elusive & Mysterious

IRELAND
Notznghom

Stoke-onTrent.  Derdy
EN G..!;....A N D &

mumm

Jsprch

’15: Description of ——
non-A non-B
Hepatitis

Oxdord

L

FRANCE

~ ’89: HCV 1s 1solated

91 screening Process and named

for HCV in blood is

_ o Long incubation period
adopted in UK

‘O8: Interferon and

ribavirin combination o Intense symptoms

therapy o Mediocre treatment o Short term: »
v -Look at the political structure of the UK
‘14: All oral interferon o No previous political movement to rely on- o Long Term:
free medication for unlike AIDS -Us comparison and AIDS comparison

genotype 1
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