
'EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
2 A  WEST L A M E T T E  STREET 

TRENTON NIEW J E R S E Y  08608 
(6091 39b  9766 

FAX (609) 390.0891 

September 2 3 ,  1993  

OBfice of t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
Consumer Products  S a f e t y  Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20207 

Dear Sec re t a ry :  

The F i r e  F i g h t e r s  Assoc ia t ion  oP' New J e r s e y  suppor t s  Federan  
Uphols te red  F u r n i t u r e  Flammable Standards a t  l e a s t  a s  tough a s ,  
t h o s e  used by the S t a t e  of  Callifornia andl shouldl cover  bo th  
s m o l d e ~ i n g  and open f l a m e  ign : i t i ons .  The F i r e  F i g h t e r s  Associat iom 
of New Je r sey  r e p r e s e n t s  4000  ca ree r  f i : r e  d i g ~ h t e r s  withsin t h e '  
s t a t e .  

I f  t h e  C a l i , f o ~ , n i a  Standard is put i n t o  ef f e r t ,  l i v e s '  w i l l  be 
saved. I f  t h e  Ca1liforn:ia Upholstered Fu rn i tu re  Flammable S t anda rds  
had been i n  e f f e c t  nat:i=nwid!e f o e  t h e  past t e n  yea r s ,  t h e r e  wculd 
be j u s t  twa f i r e  d e a t h s  p e r  staae on an a v e r a g e  annual ly  r e l a t e d  t o  
upho1,stered f u r n i t u r e ; .  Tha t  would be a n i n e f o l d  r educ t ion  i n  thse' 
c u r r e n t  n a t i o n a l  tate'. It can be done right now. 

Thu f u r n i t u r e  i n d u s t r y  obviousay has  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  make its 
furniture safer. A f t e r  a l l ,  it sells u p h o l s t e r e d  C u r n i t u r e  i n ,  
C a , l i f o ~ n i a .  The v o l u n t a r y  approach hasn't worked;. Many f u r n i t u r e  
manufac turers  Rave ig ,nored the program. Upholstered f u r n i t u r e  
meet ing t h e  volunitary s t a n d a r d s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  f a ~ i l  f l a m a b i l i t y  
tests condhrcted by th 'e  S t a t e  of Ca l i fo rn i a  and t h e  Commission. 

A s i n g l e  na t ionwide  s t anda rd  makes much more s e n s e  t h a n  a 
s t a t e  by s t a t e  patchwork of  r egu la t i ons .  Here i n  New J e r s e y ,  t h e  
F l r e  F i g h t e r s  have suppor t ed  t h e  Ca l i fo rn i a  Standard f o r  f i v e  
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y e a r s ;  however, have been unable  t o  secure  i t ' s  passage because lt 
h a s  been blocked by t h e  nursang home indbs t ry .  

We, t h e  F i r e  F i g h t e r s  Assoc ia t ion  of New Jersey ,  hasve seen  
many, many f i r e s  i n  upho l s t e r ed  fu rn i tu re  t h a t  w,ere caused by 
~ i g ~ a r e t t e s  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  would no t  h,ave happened i f  t h i s  s t a n d a r d  
were passed .  We urge  t h e  Colnmissiion t o  a c t  soon t o  ajdlopt and 
e n f o r c e  s t a n d a r d s  f a r  alN uphols te red  f u r n i t u r e .  

Phank you f o r  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  ma t t e r .  With kind 
r e g a r d s ,  I remain ... 
S i n c e r e l y ,  

\ 

P e t e r  F'. Smith 
P r e s i d e n t  

cc: Uphols te red  F u r n i t u r e  F i r e s  P ro j ec t  
Na t iona l  Assoc ia t ion  of S t a t e  F l r e  Marsha l l s  
925 Madison S t r e e t  
J e f f e r s o n  City, Missouri  65101 


