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With this copy, you are 
receiving the first edition 
of the Florida Smokers' 
Rights Newsletter. This is 
published to keep you up 
to date o n  the events 
affecting smokers in the 
Sunshine State. Let us 
know what you thlnk by 
writing: 

Florida Smokers' Rights 
P.O. Box 10444 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 
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SMOKERS SCORE 
MAJOR VICTORY 

In the closing hours of the But the credit for the bill's 
1991 Florida legislative session, defeat goes to the hard work 
Florida smokers scored a d ~ i -  Florida smokers put in. It 
sive victory. A bill that would made a big difference when 
have imposed many new you told your Senators and 
smoking restrictions died in the Representatives that you 
Senate, but the anti-smokers oppose unfair restrictions. 
are already hard at work t o  
revive the bill for 1992. 

Thanks to your hard work 
- calling, writing, and visiting 
your legislators - stnokcrs 
m;inagcd to t l c f ~ ~ t  some vcry 
severe restricrions on our right 
to choose where and when we 
can smoke.  Without your 
efforts this hill would Iiavu 
pas&. 

k f o w  the bill was hllcrl, an 
amendment was added that 
would have protected smokers 
from job discrimination for 
their off-the-job activities. 
Smokers' rights have become 
s o  severely threatened that 
some employers have gone as 
Fnr 3s testing for nicotine t o  
screen potential job applic~nts 
or current employees. The scb 

calltxi 'smokers' rights" amenrl- 
ment would pnnwt elnploycw 
from employers who want to 
regulate (or prohibit) their 
smoking at home, in their car 
or away from the job site. 

The Senate sponsor of  the 
anti-smoking bill, Sen. Jeanne 
M:llchon (D-St. I ' c ~ r i ~ r s l ~ ~ ~ r ~ ) .  
rcl'itscil 10 : I L X . ~ ~ I  cv i* t~  111;11 

; ~ ~ ~ ( ~ ~ i ~ ~ l i ( n l ; ~ ~ i o ~ i ,  s o  sl~c. iliclti'l 

bitpport the 1,ill in the end. 

The job isn't finished, though. 
Reps. Elaine Bloom (D-Miami 
Beach) and Lois Frankel (D- 
West Palm k l c h )  have almdy 
filcd a restrictions I>ill that will 
Ix. consirkwd when tllc kgisla- 
ture convenes in );~nuary of 
1992. The new bill calls for 
essentially the same restrictions 
as thc lWl prolxwl. 'Ihc I i l l  
does not contain the 'smokers' 
rigl~ts : I I I IC I~~~I I ICI I I . "  ' 1 ' 1 1 ~  l>ro-  
pcued bill would: 

Ban srnolung in all educa- 
tional facilities (including 
college campuses and 
teachers' lounges). 

Encourage officials to ban 
s m o k i n ~  in all govern- 
I ~ I ~ I I I  l~i~ilcli~~gs. 

Ban smoking in common 
arcits, wllich are dcfined 
IS ';lny pul3lic placc." 

Ban smoking in shopping 
malls. 

Mandate that private 
restailclnt owners provide 
at l a s t  35% of their seat- 
in): for non-sn~oking scsc- 
I i O l l ~ .  

I \ ; I I I  L I L ~ S ~ ~ I I ; I I L Y I  s~l\o!iit~g 
a r a s  in all hospit;lls, ;lnd 
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ban smoking in all areas 
of hospitals (except if a 
doctor directs the staff to 
allow a patient to smoke 
in hidher room). -. 

These bans ,go beyond fair 
and reasonable accommodation 
and even intrude into private 
business decisions. And yet 
the goal of House and Senate 
sponsors of the 1992 anti- 
smoking bill is to sign up  
enough cosponsors to ensure 
passage before hearings are 
even held. 

We will need to make our 
game plan now and we will 
have to fighr even harder than 
we did last year if we hope to 
defeat these proposals. 

WHAT CAN 
WE DO? 

'lhcrc. 21.c ;I nu~nlwr. of [lling* 
we can do. Fortunately, the kg- 
lslarure doesn't hegin again until 
lanuan, 4 0  WC' have swnc tiinc 
to make plans and take action 
But we must begln today if we 
are to have an impact. 

FIRST, we can conduct a 
petltlon dr~vo Our godl 15 

tn gather more th.\n 
25  000 4rgnJlilrcs clur~ng 
thy ncxl 4 1 k  month* 
at.'\ e ~ncluded perltlon 

you need .  Be sure to  
send us your completed 
petitions as soon as you 
collect the signatures! 

SECOND, each of you 
can call your Senator and 
Representative and sched- 
ule a meeting to sit down 
with them personally. 
Summer is an excellent 
time because they're not 
in session and are back at 
home. 

THIRD, get together with 
other  group members 
(join a group, or start a 
new one of your own, if 
you're not already 
involved). Plan your 
group's strategy around 
your own members' con- 
tacts and interests for the 
i l ~ ~ S l  I;-w 1110111I1.3 

FOURTH, Ic'l ( I *  hrlou 
how you art: dolngl 

+ Wc'tl likc. 10 knou 
how y o i i r  visit goes will) 
your legislators 

+ I f  you're interested. 
we'd like to help yo~ i  
start a new groiip. 
recruit more members. 
o r  got In I O L I C I I  wi~ll o111- 
er f i n ) i ~ p  Ic;iclvr. I O  

share idras 

forms to per you started Together we  can make a 
Drop us a note and ae'll d~fferencr  In 1992 Therc I,  

\end IOU ai m a n \  acid). p o ~ v r  in niimner,' 
! l i inal  pelillor :,lrm. 

COMING IN THE 
NEXTJSSUE. ... 
leam abaut the St. Pete 
group's plans for a 
statewide Smokers' ' 

Rights rally in Septenlber 

Read how tho group 
in Ocala is  working to 
overturn :I smoking 
ban in their county 
counhouse. 

Find out how the 
Orlando group is tak 
ing the Smokers' 
KigIi~h Inewigc: [(  1 

VF\X' and American 
Leg~on Post5 

Find out how the Fort 
Mycl.\ $""l1' 1 . 1 \ 1 ! 1 ~ ~ 1 \ ~ < 1  
i l \  ~ ) t ~ l i l l l  ) I 1  < I l l \ ' < ,  11 1 

O ~ > ~ h l 4 ~ '  l , I \ t a \  .lll<l I ( ' -  

hll.lI..lll ) I \ *  I I i  l l lc.  i i ~ ~ ~ ' O l 1 l  

ing Icgihl:i[ivc 4caion 

l . ~ ~ i l ~ l \  ll< I\\ ilk ,gl , l  ) \ I l l  

in ~ . ~ ~ . h ~ o ~ i t  illc 1, v.oi.h- 
Ing with the Du\.al 
CuuntjS Trlrcller\ 
Lnlon 10 prr*en.c c\c\- 

~fin;ilc.tl 41noking :irc:i. 
In teachel- l o ~ l n g ~ \  

Include that ~nforrnatron in 
thc nrxl I ~ \ ~ I C >  01 F lor~d .~  
imoker, I{I-'II. 


