




































































and Lewontin are in fact out to extirpate the latter variety
root and branch, they needn’t try so hard; so far as I know,
there aren’t any anymore. So I'll admit my blunder if
Lewontin will admit to shooting at his own shadow.

What about Harvard conservatism? In Dennett (1971) I
proposed an economic metaphor: Indulging in inten-
tional discourse was taking out an intelligence loan, which
ultimately had to be repaid. Quine and Skinner, I pointed
out, were, in terms of this metaphor, rock-ribbed New
England fiscal conservatives who disapprove of deficit
spending, who caution everyone against taking out any
loans of this sort. In Gould and Lewontin’s attack I see the
same puritanical disapproval of this practice of helping
oneself to adaptationist assumptions. The adaptationist
agrees that the loans must all be paid back. Consider, for
instance, how Dawkins scrupulously pauses, again and
again, in The Selfish Gene (1976) to show precisely what
the cash value of his selfishness talk is. Nevertheless,
some people — a certain sort of conservative — deeply
disapprove of this way of doing business, whether in
philosophy, psychology, or biology. It is probably just an
amusing coincidence, however, that Quine, Skinner,
Lewontin, and Gould are all at Harvard.

Finally, what are we to make of the uncharacteristic,
apparently unaccountable lapses in Lewontin’s commen-
tary? For instance:

1. the unsupported charges — not a single citation — of
“elementary errors” on my part.

2. the complete misreading of my friendly italics:
“Gould and Lewontin seem to be championing . . . a
scrupulously nonadaptationist, historic-architectural an-
swer.” What I meant was that although this is what they
seem to many of their supporters to be doing, in fact they
are espousing pluralism, as they insist and I acknowledge.
Has Lewontin forgotten that he is not a scrupulous
nonadaptationist, but rather an open-minded pluralist?

I think the explanation of this disappointing phe-
nomenon is straightforward. I try to practice what I
preach, and the target article was itselfa Sherlock Holmes
experiment of sorts. Noting that Lewontin is apparently a
proficient utterer of a certain sort of speech act — “abus-
ing” adaptationists, as he puts it — I asked myself whether
he was also proficient in the audience role for such acts.
More poetically, could he take a joke?

Apparently not. One whiff of Skinneric acid is enough
to overpower his good sense and trigger a distraction
display, complete with a quite affecting broken-left-wing
dance (brandishing the infamous list of never-to-be-
revealed names). But a single demoting experiment is not
conclusive, as Lloyd Morgan realized. It just goes to
show: Nobody’s perfect.
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