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F o r  Irnmedia~te Rellease 
S e p t .  29,  1987 , , 

F o r  F u r t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n  
J i m  A b b o t t  202/224-9708 
S t e v e n  S c h l e l n  202/224-5885 

L a u t e n b e r g  t o  Push  F o r  3-Year Smoking Ban 
On Domest ic  P l i g h t s  o f  2 Hours o r  L e s s  
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WASHINGTON, D.C., S e p t .  2 9 ,  1987 -- U.S. Sen.  F rank  R.  
L a u t e n b e r g  (D-WJ), cha i rman  o f  t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  A p p r o p r i a ~ t i o n s  
Subco rnn i t t e e  s a i d  t o d a y  t h a t  when t h e  Subcommittee marks  up i t s  FY 
1988 a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l  tomorrow, h e  w l i l l  p r o p o s e  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  
b i l l  c a l l i n g  f o r  a three-yealn ban o n  smoking  on  a l l  a i r l i n e  f l i g h t s  
of two h o u r s  o r  l e s s .  

nApproxlrnatelg 70 p e r a e n t  o f  a i r l i n e  p a s s e n g e r s  a re  
nonarnokers,  who a d c o r d i n g  t o  s cud i l e s ,  alre a d v e ~ s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by 
c i g a r e t t e  s m ~ k i n g ~ ' ~  L a u t e n b e r g  s a i d .  #'The w o r s t  p l a c e  o f  all1 f o r  
nonsmokUng pa lssengers  and  f l i g h t  p e r s o n n e l  a l i k e  i s  t h e  cramped 
con f i i ne s  o f  a n  a % r l i n e  c a b i n .  T h e r e ' s  no escapl ing  t h e  smoke a t  
32,000 f e e t l I t  

Under t h e  L a u t e n b e r g  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  which  would t a k e  e f f e c t  f o u r  
months  a f t e r  t h e  b i l l  is e n a c t e d ,  smoking  w o u l d  b e  banned f o r  t h a e e  
y e a v s  on  all1 . s c h e d u l e d  f l i g h t s  o f  two h o u r s  o r  l e s s .  

"What we 've  s e e n  o v e r  r e c e n t  y e a r s  is a s b c a d y  t r e n d  toward  
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  nonsmokers ,"  sal ld L a u t e n b e r g .  " F o ~ t y - o n e  
s t a t e s  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia r e s t r i c t  smoking  i n  p u b l i c  
g l laces  i n  one  form o r  a n o t h e r ,  and a3 r e c e n t  a s  y e s t e r d a y ,  t h e  
S t a t e  of C 1 2 E o r n i a  banned smoking o n  a l l1  k n t r a l - s t a t e  f l i g h G s . "  4- 

The L a u t e n b e r g  b i l l 1  a l a o  makes i t  u n l ~ a w f u l  f o r  anyone  t o  
d i s a b l l e  o r  t amper  w i t h  smoke a l a r m s  i n  a i r p l a n e  l a l v a t o r l e s .  

"Dur ing  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  t h r e e - y e a r  b a n ,  we d o n ' t  want  
smoking  i n  t h e  a i r l i n e  c a b i n s  o r  I n  t h e  l a v a t o r i e s  on  f l i g h t s  o r  
two h o u r s  or  l e s s , "  L a u t e n b e r g  sal ld.  

I n  a r e l a t e d  m a t t e r ,  L a u t e n b e r g  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Depar tment  o f  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  (DOT) h a s  r e q u e s t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  u s e  $7501,000 i n  
l€!ftov?F.-lg87 fgnds  t o  cionduat f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  iss3-of 
a i a l i n e  c a b i n  t o b a c c o  smoking.  Laultenberg i n d l i c a t e d  He k i l l  appnove  
t h i s  r e q u e s t .  


