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S T A T E  O F  R H O D E  I S L A N D  

IN G & W  ASSEMBLY 

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 1985 

A N  A C T  

RELATING TO SHOKING IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
AND PLACES OF EHPLOYKENT 

Introduced By: 
~eprssentatives Kapstsin, Anzeveno, Ferreira, Johnson. 

Date Introduced: krcieri 

January 4 ,  1985 
Referred To: 

House Committee on Health, Education & Welfare 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

SECTION I. Sections 23-20.6-1 and 23-20.6-2 of the General Laws 

in Chapter 23-20.6 entitled "Smoking in Public Places" ate hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

23-20.6-1. Leqislacive intent. -- The use of tobacco for smoking 
purposes is being found to be increasingly dangerous, not only to the 

person smoking but also to the non-smoking person vho is required to 

breathe such contaminated air. The most pervasive intrusion o f  the 

non-smoker's right to unpolluted air space is the uncontrolled smoking 

in public pfscct buildinqs and placer of employment. The legislature 

intends, by the enactment of this chapter, to protect the health and 

atmospheric environment of the non-smoker by regulating smoking in 

eertnia public area8 buildings and places of employment. v( - 
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i n  publ ie  building.  and p l ace s  of  emoloymcnr -' Post inn  of  i n  -- 
Ea t ing  f a c i l i t i e s  -- V i o l a t i o n  -- Penal ty .  -- ( a )  Smoking t obacco  i n  

any  form is r p u b l i c  nuisance  and dangerous to  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and  s h a l l  

n o t  be pe rmi t t ed  i n  any ef-the-fsffering.ptaees-maed-by-ec-open-ee-khe 
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hespicm4s p u b l i c  bu i ld inn  o r  p l a c e  o f  employrent .  

(1)  Tbc p r o p r i e t o r  o r  o t h e r  person i n  charge  of  a  p u b l i c  a r e a  

gfsted-in-sabaection-ta3 b u i l d i n g  o r  p l ace  o f  employment s h a l l  make 

reasonable  e f f o r t s  t o  p r even t  smoking and s h a l l  p o s t  no smoking and 

Uarning s igns  conspicuous ly  i n  t he se  a r e a s  w. 
(b) Any person  vho v i o l a t e s  t h i s  c h a p t e r  s h a l l  b e  deemed t o  be 

eon t r i bu r ing  t o  t h e  maintenance of a p u b l i c  nu i s ance  i n  a  p u b l i c  

p l a c e ,  and s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  a f i n e  of  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  t e n  d o l l a r s  

($10.00) nor  more than one hundred d o l l a r s  ($100).  

(c )  Thi s  s e c t i o n  does not  p r o h i b i t  smoking i n  t h e - a r e a s - f i s t c d - i n  

subseetien-6.9 p u b l i c  b u i l d i n q s  o r  p laces  o f  m o l o p e n t  i f  t h e  smoking 

is  confined t o  a r ea s  s e p a r a t e d  from those  u sed  by t h e  g e n e r a l  pub l i c ;  

o r  eamloyees. 

( d )  Ea t ing  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h  a  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  of  f i f c y  (50) o r  

more persona s h a l l  have s e p a r a t e  s e a t i n g  f o r  nonsmokers and  smokers.  

Fo r  purposes of  t h i s  a e c t i o n ,  an "ea t ing  f a c i l i t y "  s h a l l  mean any 

bu i ld ing ,  s t r u c t u r e ,  room o r  a rea  ma in t a i ced  a s ,  o r  h e l d  o u t  t o  t h e  

p u b l i c  a s  an  enc lo su re  vhe re  meals a r e  s e r v e d  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  

payment, excluded however, a r e  b a r s ,  n igh t e l ->a ,  l o u n g c s , , d a n c e  c l u b s  

and p r i v a t e l y  sponsored s o c i a l  a f f a i r s .  

(1) The p r o p r i e t o r  o r  person  i n  charge o f  t he  c a r i n g  f a c i l i t y  

s h a l l  p o s t  n igns  a s  f o l l o v s :  a )  a t  t h e  e n t r y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  e s t a b -  

l i shment  is r equ i r ed  by law t o  have a  no-smoking s e c t i o n ;  and  b) i n  

t h e  no-smoking s e c t i o n s  i d e n t i f y i n g  t he  a r e a .  



1 (21 The Department of Health is hereby authorized to adopr rules 

2 and regulations necessary for the implementation and enforcement of 

3 this ~ubseccicn. 

4 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage. 

E X P M A T I O N  

BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

AN ACT 

REWTING TO SXOKING IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
ANU PLACES OF EUPLOYHENT 

1 This act prohibits srnoking.in all public buildings or places 

2 of employment unless the smoking i s  confined to separate areas. 

3 The act would take effect upon passage. 


