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University considers
online courses
by Josh

Weiner

Daily Editorial Board

The Office of the Dean
of Arts and Sciences is currently analyzing a report,
issued over the summer by
the Arts and Sciences Online
Learning and Education
Working Group, to address
topics related to integrating online technologies into
academics. Most notable is
the possibility of introducing massive open online
courses (MOOCs) to the
university’s curricula.
The working group was
assembled over the spring
semester and consisted
of a variety of faculty and
staff members. Professor
of
Mathematics
Boris
Hasselblatt, who is currently on leave, served as the
group’s chair. After a series
of in-depth discussions, the

working group issued a final
report that offered a critical analysis of the role that
MOOCs could have within
the university environment.
“Further investment in
the use of innovative technologies for teaching and
research would enhance student learning in the residential model in many ways,”
the report said. “Such technologies can strengthen and
diversify student-instructor
relationships and help create active and engaged classroom communities.”
The report calls for a committee of faculty and staff
members to conduct further research on MOOCs
in order to properly assess
whether Tufts should invest
in such technology and in
what regards. Such research
see MOOC, page 2

Tufts hosts regional
Islamic conference
by Josh

Weiner

Daily Editorial Board

The Islamic Council of New
England hosted its 28th annual conference in the Cabot
Intercultural Center yesterday.
The event featured presentations by several public speakers who addressed pertinent
issues facing the Muslim communities within contemporary
American society.
Maha Mian, president of the
Muslim Students Association of
Tufts (MSAT), said that while the
conference had in the past been
held at many nearby institutions
such as Harvard Univeristy and
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, this was the first
year that the conference was

MCT

Indie band Grouplove, along with The Knocks and Saints of Valory, will perform at this year’s Cage Rage Concert
on Nov. 15 in the Carzo Cage.

Grouplove to headline fourth
annual Cage Rage Concert
by

Abigail Feldman

Daily Editorial Board

located at Tufts. Mian added
that the conference was an
ideal forum to host discussion
and debate on topics of Islam,
and she was pleased that the
event was successful following
several months of preparation.
“We’ve never held anything to
this extent before,” Mian, a senior,
said. “We’re really glad that we
were able to pull it together.”
The conference was divided
into several thematic panels. The
final keynote panel of the day
was titled “Assimilation, Isolation
or Integration?” and analyzed
ways that American Muslims
can become more accepted and
included throughout the nation.
Hussein Dayib, the panel modsee ISLAM, page 2

Indie band Grouplove will
headline the fourth annual Cage
Rage Concert at the Cousens
Gymnasium’s Carzo Cage on Nov.
15, Concert Board announced on its
Facebook page last Friday.
The show will also feature performances by electronic music duo
The Knocks and alternative rock and
pop band Saints of Valory, Concert
Board co-chairs Mark Bernardo and
Julia Stein said.
Tickets for Cage Rage will be available for purchase online and at the
Mayer Campus Center beginning
on Nov. 4, according to Bernardo.
Tufts students pay $5 for tickets and
can buy up to two guest tickets for
$10 each.
Stein noted that these prices are
much lower than in the past. This
year’s tickets cost half the amount of
last year’s event.
“It costs less than a burrito,”
she said.

Doors will open at 7 p.m. on the
night of the event and close at 9
p.m., Bernardo added. The show
will officially begin at 8 p.m.
Stein and Bernardo officially confirmed the bands’ participation on
Aug. 22.
Stein, who explained that Concert
Board thought of inviting Grouplove
last year as an opener for Spring
Fling, said she believed the band
would put on a good live show.
“They always kind of pop up as
an option, because they’re just really
fun and their music is great,” Stein, a
junior, said.
Bernardo, a junior, added that the
group’s music is lively and easy to
dance to.
According to Stein and Bernardo,
the show is part of the Campus
Consciousness Tour, a music tour
and environmental campaign
aimed to motivate students to create a more sustainable future and
to limit the environmental footprint
of the show. The tour is a project
by non-profit organization Reverb,

which works to educate musicians
about taking environmental action.
Stein explained that the first Cage
Rage Concert, headlined by Passion
Pit in 2010, was also part of this
tour. She believes that the Campus
Consciousness Tour is a good fit for
Tufts, as it stands for many of the
universities’ environmental values.
“The school prides itself for being
green and sustainable,” she said.
On the day of the concert, student
volunteers and tour sponsors will set
up an “Eco-Village” in front of the
Mayer Campus Center, Bernardo
explained. Corporations like Ben &
Jerry’s, Lipton, Rainforest Alliance,
UPS as well as student organizations such as Tufts Sustainability
Collective will open booths to educate students on environmentalism and help generate excitement
before the show.
“It’s to just get people hyped
and get the buzz going on campus,” Stein said. “We saw it as a great
see CONCERT, page 2

TCU Senate update
The Tufts Community Union (TCU) Senate
met in the Sophia Gordon Multipurpose Room
last night for its weekly assembly.
University President Anthony Monaco
attended the meeting and announced several construction projects currently under
consideration. These include building a new
biology research lab to replace the one in
Barnum Hall and renovating the warehouse
on 574 Boston Avenue for teaching use and
social space. Monaco also mentioned a new
Tufts Innovation Institute, which will seek to
improve the environment and human condition on each of the university campuses. He
said that investing in school facilities is a top
priority at Tufts, where the maintenance budget has more than doubled.
Monaco also addressed the university’s
Strategic Plan and Diversity Report. He acknowledged that the school has made only limited
progress over the last ten years in increasing

racial diversity amongst both the faculty and
the student body. He suggested that this could
be resolved in part by investing further in the
Council on Diversity and by doing further fundraising for financial aid.
Monaco explained that the school launched
a two-year campaign in July 2012 with the
goal of fundraising $25 million for financial
aid. So far, $18.5 million of that sum has been
collected from donors. The university has also
agreed to match all funds raised with a donation from its own finances, including from the
$250 million Century Bond which the school
was granted in March.
His other topics included means of lowering the costs of tuition at Tufts, raising
levels of on-campus sustainability, improving alumni relations and supporting student
research projects.
TCU President Joe Thibodeau, a senior, next
announced sophomore TCU Senator Caroline

Inside this issue

Higley’s appointment as Community Outreach
Liaison. The Senate discussed possible revisions to several school policies -— including
those on sexual misconduct, marijuana, nondiscrimination and possession of kegs -— and
said that he and TCU Vice President Stephen
Ruggiero will compare Tufts’ policies to those of
other Boston-area schools at a multi-institution
conference next weekend.
The community representatives reported their
organizations’ ongoing projects and planned
events. Junior Lesly Ruelas and sophomore
Hira Qureshi announced anticipated projects
which will commemorate the Latino and Asian
American Centers’ 20th and 30th respective
anniversaries. LGBT Community Representative
John Kelly announced the beginning of Asexual
Awareness Week and described several upcoming events relevant to the LGBT Center, including Take Back the Night and the Community
Forum on Sexual Assault Prevention.

The trustee representatives spoke of progress in their individual projects. Senior Rose
Mendelsohn described her hopes to provide
support for first-generation college students
at Tufts and reported her recent contact with
the First Generation Student Council. Lia
Weintraub, also a senior, spoke about ways
in which to help Tufts students access and
secure fundings for their desired internships.
TCU Treasury assessed funding requests
from student organizations, awarding $3,290
to Young Entrepreneurs at Tufts, $3,597.90 to
Tufts all-female step team Envy and $3,315 to
the Society of Women Engineers.
In an open forum, the Senate announced
newly recognized clubs Enchanted, a new
Disney-themed a capella group, and the
Futurism Society, a group designed to promote
dialogue about what awaits humanity.
—by Josh Weiner
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Visiting the Hill this week
WEDNESDAY
Poverty Alleviation Through Commercial
and Resource Development While
Sustaining Environmental Integrity
and Local Culture
Details: Osagyefuo Ofori Panin, the
king of the Akyem Abuakwa Traditional
Area in Ghana and chairman of Ghana
Environmental Protection Agency, will
speak on Ghana’s efforts to eliminate poverty through environmentalism and resource
development.
When and Where:12:00 p.m. to 1:00
p.m.; Lincoln Filene Center Rabb Room
Sponsors: The Environmental Studies
program and the Tufts Institute of the
Environment
Fall 2013 Economics Seminar Series:
Nava Ashraf
Details: Nava Ahsraf, associate professor

of economics at Harvard Business School,
will deliver a lecture titled: “Do Gooders
and Doctors: Evidence on Selection
and Performance of Health Workers in
Zambia.”
When and Where: 12:00 p.m. to 1:15
p.m.; Braker Hall 001
Sponsor: Department of Economics
THURSDAY
A Reading in Celebration of the
Publication of Eye of Witness: A Jerome
Rothenberg Reader
Details: Jerome Rothenberg, an internationally renowned author and poet, will speak
as part of the Center for the Humanities at
Tufts’ Distinguished Poet Series.
When and Where: 4:00 p.m.; Fung House
Sponsors: Center for the Humanities
at Tufts (CHAT) and the Department of
Anthropology

Global Innovation: A Tale of 3 Cities Shanghai, Boston and Milan
Details: Alumnus Stephen Goodman,
senior vice president of marketing
and business development at design
consultancy Continuum, will speak.
Students must RSVP and arrive in business casual attire.
When and Where: 6:00 p.m.; Mugar
Hall 200
Sponsor: Institute for Business in the
Global Context
“How Does it Feel To Be a Problem, Still:
Being Young and Muslim in America
Today”
Details: Moustafa Bayoumi, professor
of English at Brooklyn College and the
author of “How Does it Feel to Be
a Problem: Being Young and Arab in
America,” will speak.

Tufts investigates role of MOOCs in education
MOOC

continued from page 1

could be centered on the
impact that MOOCs have had
within peer institutions, as
well as on trends in student
performances in online and
blended courses versus traditional face-to-face courses.
The report emphasizes that
its primary objective is to
improve the academic experience at Tufts, and not to save
the school money through
online resources.
“We believe that Tufts
should take steps immediately
to develop a presence in online
education but that we should
do so in a way that leverages
our particular strengths and is
driven not by financial enticements but by our core values,”
the report said.
Director of the Experimental
College Robyn Gittleman said
that the working group, of
which she was a participating member, aims for online
resources to be used as a positive asset within classrooms
and to keep the school upto-date with ongoing technological trends. She cited the
opportunity for online discus-

sions in class as one potential
benefit of this program.
“I suspect the brick-andmortar type of education will
still be the standard at Tufts,
but we will take advantage of
the opportunity to expand,”
Gittleman said. “We are using
technology to enhance education in different ways.”
Gittleman said that she
is optimistic about MOOCs
because the Experimental
College has already offered
several
online
courses,
including a nutrition-themed
course during the summer.
All these courses have been
quite successful, she added.
Dean of Academic Affairs for
Arts and Sciences Nancy Bauer
also participated in the group.
Bauer, who is also an associate
professor of philosophy, said
that online courses could help
to expand Tufts’ reputation
throughout the world. In the
spirit of Tufts’ commitment
to active citizenship, MOOCs
could help to provide people
who may not have access to a
Tufts education the opportunity to benefit from the university’s academic resources,
she added.

Bauer, though, also pointed out some of the courses’
potential downsides, explaining that they are expensive to
develop and run, and susceptible to academic dishonesty.
Moreover, they may not provide adequate opportunities
for students to interact with
instructors.
“Study after study shows
that students learn better
and enjoy themselves more
when they have at least some
personal contact with their
teachers,” she said.
Bauer said the best solution to the issue is not resisting the growing presence of
MOOCs in universities nationwide, but rather exploring the
options carefully. She stated
that it was important for faculty, students and administrators to continue working
together on the matter.
“It’s pretty clear that online
courses are here to stay,”
Bauer said. “It’s not clear yet
how to make them as good
as possible. We need to think
about what makes sense for
all of our constituencies ...We
need to move forward deliberately and consciously.”

—compiled by the Tufts Daily News
Department

CONCERT

continued from page 1

opportunity to involve other groups
on campus.”
In the past, Concert Board has
prepared a concert space for about
2,500 people but only sold about
1,800 tickets, Stein said.
“You walk in [the cage] and it
just seems like it’s empty, even
though there’s 1,500 people there,”
Stein said.
This year, she said, Concert
Board has made the event smaller.
Its first plan is to limit the number
of tickets available until more students show interest.
“Right now we have 1,200 tickets
as our cap, but there’s no reason that
we’re not going to raise it,” she said.
Stein and Bernardo further
explained that they plan to set up
the stage kitty-corner to the exit and
bring it closer to students so that the
room will be less empty regardless
of how many people come. Stein
said that these changes will make
for better acoustics and a more intimate atmosphere.
Bernardo noted that Grouplove
recently released a new CD, titled
“Spreading Rumours.”
“We knew over the summer
that they were releasing an album
around this time, so we thought it

ISLAM

continued from page 1

Kyra Sturgill / The Tufts Daily

Imam Talal Eid was one of several panelists who spoke yesterday during The Islamic Council
of New England’s 28th annual conference.
Akram addressed a wide range of anti-Islamic activities throughout America. These
include unwarranted discrimination based
on appearance as well as infiltration and
surveillance of mosques and Muslim community centers.
She said that many Muslims have continued to be prosecuted as terrorists when
they pose no actual threat, a trend that has
harmed and antagonized America’s Islamic
communities.
“Terorrism is not a Muslim phenomenon,”
Akram said. “[Understanding this] is meaningful if we are going to have successful
Muslim integration in the United States.”

FRIDAY
Public Talk by Graffiti Artist Abby
Andrews (Abby TC5)
Details: Graffiti artist Abby TC5 will
speak on her work and inspirations for
her graffiti.
When and Where: 12:00 p.m. to 1:15
p.m.; Aidekman Arts Center Alumnae
Lounge
Sponsor: Department of Drama and Dance

Tour promotes sustainability

Panelists discuss topics on assimilation

erator, emphasized the importance of retaining religious and cultural identity even while
striving to achieve this goal of acceptance.
“We have to find a way we can relate to
the American culture so that Islam is seen
as part of it,” Dayib said. “There’s a difference between integration and assimilation.
Losing your identity is not what we are here
for as Muslims.”
Kiarash Jahed, a physician at the
University of Louisville Hospital, began the
panel by addressing the Muslim people’s
long history of dealing with isolation and
Islamophobia. Jahed expressed that the
Islamic experience ought to be perceived as
a “normal” American lifestyle. He outlined
ways in which this could be achieved, such
as by encouraging Islamic Americans to
turn out to vote, improving relationships
with the Muslim convert community, being
patriotic while not nationalistic and producing indigenous learning institutions around
the country.
“We have to be contributors to culture,
not just consumers of goods,” Jahed said.
“The Quran says, ‘that which benefits people stays in the earth.’ We have a lot which
we do for ourselves, but we should also be
asking what are we doing for America, for
the broader society.”
Susan Akram, professor of law at Boston
University, spoke next about the consequences of American laws that have singled
out Muslims in a discriminatory fashion.
“I’m speaking from the perspective of
a lawyer who’s been representing Islamic
immigrants for 30 years,” she said. “The
bottom line is that we do not have very optimistic news.”
Citing reports by organizations such
as the American Civil Liberties Union,

When and Where: 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m;
Distler Performance Hall
Sponsors:Dean of Undergraduate Studies,
American Studies program

Imam Talal Eid, the Muslim chaplain at
Brandeis University, spoke about the general standing of the Islamic community within
the United States. He said that American
Muslims are among the most highly-educated and most prosperous in the world and
serve their country with a sense of honor
and duty.
Eid expressed his concern that contemporary Muslims oftentimes disregard the
importance of religious faith and are being
forced to assimilate within American society
in ways that are contrarary to Islamic values.
“Many young Muslims are running away
from their religion, and I don’t want to see

would be appropriate,” he said.
After releasing the band names
on Facebook, Concert Board
received positive feedback from students who said Grouplove was a
great choice, Bernardo said.
Sophomore Alandra Champion
said that she is excited to attend
Cage Rage this year.
“I only know two songs [by
Grouplove], but they’re more popular than last year’s band, Cold War
Kids,” Champion said. “I didn’t know
them at all.”
Stein and Bernardo said they
felt reassured about their choice
after a recent Grouplove concert
at Somerville’s Center for Arts at
the Armory sold out quickly. While
they believe Grouplove was a good
selection, they said it can be hard to
gauge how the rest of the campus
will respond to a band.
“We’re not here to bring the
most exclusive bands,” Stein said.
“We want people on campus to
have fun. We want to be able to
reach the most people on campus
as possible.”
Bernardo was also happy that the
tour was relatively inexpensive to
bring to the Hill.
“It was a great price for the tour,”
he said. “It was definitely well within
our budget.”.

that,” he said. “We don’t want to give up
our religion, but we need to learn how to
integrate in this society without hurting
[ourselves] or hurting [our] religion.”
Eid urged his peers to embrace their identities both as Muslims and as Americans.
“We are American citizens,” he said. “We
have [the same] rights as anyone else, and
we should not be discouraged of talking of
ourselves as Muslims.”
The final speaker of the panel was
Imam Suhaib Webb of the Islamic
Society of the Boston Cultural Center.
He addressed the positive impact that
Muslims can have on American society,
saying that Islamic tradition inherently
aims to improve and enhance Muslims’
surroundings.
“Islam did not come to destroy any given
culture, but it came to polish those cultures,” Webb said. “We are polishers wherever we go. We recognize things that aren’t
very good and we try to polish them, to
make them a profit.”
Webb outlined potential ways of increasing appeal of the Muslim religion amongst
the new generation. He said this could be
achieved, in part, by promoting the teaching
of Islam as a more desirable profession.
“We need to start paying scholars,” he
said. “We should pay our imams. If it is not
a viable career option, it will attract flies. But
if it is a viable career option, it will attract the
best and the brightest.
Manasvini Baba, a senior who attended
the event, felt that the issues presented
during the panel were critical to analyze
and debate.
“In the context of the United States,
where you have lots of different identities
and groups, I think the question of integration and assimilation is really interesting to
explore,” she said.

Features

3

tuftsdaily.com

New and improved Senior Night is
deemed success
by

Lex Erath | Sugar and Spice

The Nine
Circles of
Tufts, Part
Two

Hannah Robinson

Contributing Writer

The Class of 2014 has taken on its
new role as the senior class, settling
into leadership positions and thinking
about questions related to post-Tufts
life. Following a tradition that works to
unite the class, the Senior Class Council
sponsored the first Senior Night of the
year on Thursday, Sept. 26 at Tequila
Rain in Boston. Although the events, formerly known as Senior Pub Nights, have
received criticism in past years, the event
has persisted in popularity.
Logistically, Senior Night events require
planning in part from the Senior Class
Council in conjunction with the Office for
Campus Life (OCL) to execute contracts
and organize transportation.
“It’s really pretty simple,” Senior Class
Vice President Nick Cutsumpas said. “The
key is making sure you do this all ahead of
time and scout out the venue.”
When it came to deciding on the venue,
considerations were made based on both
size and location, according to Senior
Class President Patrick Kazley.
“Tequila Rain is near Fenway so we had
to make sure there was no Boston game,”
Kazley said. “Since there wasn’t, that made
it a very attractive option. It had a very easy
drive in and out, so that [we] could drop the
students off the buses right near the front
door. All of that fed into our decision.”
Chris Bruno, the general manager of
Tequila Rain as well as both Gypsy Bar and
Liquor Store on Boylston Street, all venues of past Senior Night events, is exceptionally accommodating, Cutsumpas said.
Although the Senior Class Council must
plan many of the logistics of the event,
Cutsumpas credited Bruno with a significant degree of the planning.
“From a logistics standpoint, when
you’re working with someone like Chris
Bruno, who has done things like this
before, he takes care of a lot of it,”
Cutsumpas said.
As part of the contract, Tequila Rain
ensures that the bar is open to only Tufts
students for the night, which Kazley said
achieves the type of atmosphere a Senior
Night should have.
“It serves the purpose of the event, which
is to bring us together and not have other
people there,” Kazley said.
As a venue, Tequila Rain offers an optimal environment for the unification of the
senior class that the event aims to achieve,
according to Kazley.
“The primary difference between a
successful venue and a not-as-successful
venue is that we like an open venue where
you don’t get partitioned off into different
groups,” he said. “That’s why Tequila Rain
is great. ... You can walk from one side to
the other and probably run into everybody
who is there in one fell swoop.”
Sarah Solomon, a senior who attended September’s Senior Night event,
believed the venue was a great fit for
the Class of 2014.
“[Tequila Rain] felt like a true Boston
club,” she said. “It had a dance floor, and
what else do you really need?”
In addition to signing a contract with
the venue, the Senior Class Council must
also have a contract with a bus company
to ensure transportation to and from the
event. Ten buses drove a continuous loop
from the Tufts campus to the venue and
back, according to Kazley.
In past years, Senior Night transportation has had difficulty in relation to
time spent waiting in lines, a problem
that finds its roots in later arrivals. This
year, however, Kazley said that the Senior
Class Council tried something different to
streamline the process.
“Historically one of the biggest roadblocks to having a really successful Senior
Night is having a long line outside of the
venue,” Kazley said. “This time, we sold
the tickets via bus times. If you bought the
9 p.m. bus ticket, the next Senior Night
would be free. What that did was incentivize people to come earlier.”

F

Courtesy Carlos Ramos

Tequila Rain in Boston hosted the most recent Senior Night, although the next may be at
The Estate so that the Senior Class Council can expand attendance.
The Senior Class Council, however, still
hopes to make the night more efficient.
“We were happy with it overall,” Kazley
said. “There are small adjustments we will
make in terms of trying to get even more
students to come earlier. We could potentially have a night without any lines.”
Another potential difficulty that the
event could have had, Kazley noted, was
with the legal drinking age. Because the
senior class is composed of students who
are not necessarily 21 yet, the inclusivity of
the event is restricted by nature of it taking
place at a bar or club. According to Kazley,
however, negativity surrounding this challenge may distract from the larger objective
of Senior Night.
“Even though [Senior Night] is at a bar,
it’s not a drinking event: It’s a social event,”
Kazley said.
Cutsumpas said that, accordingly,
the official event name has also been
changed from Senior Pub Night to simply
Senior Night.
Legal age restrictions, however, are not
among the only limiting factors of Senior
Night. Kazley pointed out that regardless of
the ages of the senior class members, attendance is still limited due to size restrictions
of many venues.
“We wish the whole senior body could
participate, but the hard truth is that even if
everybody was able to participate, we could
not fit the whole class in a single venue anywhere in Boston,” he said.
Cutsumpas also noted the inability to
physically accommodate the whole class.
“You can’t please everybody,” Cutsumpas
added. “It’s tough because most of the grade
is 21. We never advertise these events as allinclusive because all seniors can’t go just
based on the numbers.”
These considerations did not negatively affect ticket sales. Cutsumpas
said that the designated 650-ticket event
sold out quickly despite initial trouble
between Integrated Student Information
System (iSIS) and Tufts Tickets that
blocked some seniors from buying tickets. Tickets cost $10, plus an additional
$1 processing fee.

For those $11, seniors received transportation both to and from Tequila Rain
and entrance to the club, drinks excluded. According to Cutsumpas, this is a
great deal.
“It’s a discounted price; getting to the
bar, and having the bar close off business
to everyone else in Boston just for us, it’s a
privilege,” Cutsumpas said.
Once logistics are squared away and
contracts are signed, the success of the
night is largely dependent on the seniors
themselves. Solomon reported enthusiastically about the night.
“I had a really great time hanging out
with my friends and seeing people who I
hadn’t seen since freshman year,” she said.
“I thought it was great for what it was; just
an opportunity to see people and to dance
and let loose and have fun off of campus. It
was exactly what I wanted from the night.”
Cutsumpas noted that there were some
unplanned issues but thought the night
was a success overall.
“We had a few minor hiccups here and
there, but I think the night was a success,”
he said. “Kids got to the bar, there was a lot
of great dancing, everyone seemed very
happy. The problems that we had were just
because of a few people making the wrong
decisions. It wasn’t anything logistically we
could have accounted for.”
From an administrative standpoint,
the Senior Class Council hopes to expand
the attendance of the next Senior Night in
addition to further reducing time spent
waiting in line. Although the exact figure
is still being debated, the next Senior
Night may host as many as 750 members
of the senior class.
While the location has not been solidified, the Senior Class Council is considering The Estate in Boston for the next
Senior Night because of its size. Senior class
members can also look forward to wearing
costumes to the next event.
“Next Senior Night is Nov. 7, the week
after Halloween,” Cutsumpas said. “It’s
going to be some sort of themed costume
event since we are not having a Senior
Night on Halloween.”

or those of you who are arriving late
to the party — AKA those of you
who haven’t yet figured out that your
Monday dose of “Sugar & Spice” is a
must-read — two weeks ago I took you with
me into a re-imagined version of Dante’s
Inferno. We explored the first four levels of
Hell together, and on this hellish Monday
morning we shall now venture even deeper.
5. The Evil TAs. It is common knowledge that not all TAs are created equal:
Some are very helpful, some are very
intelligent and some are even sort of
likeable. But then there are the evil ones:
the grad student TAs who deride you for
asking basic questions in recitation, the
dictator TAs who inexplicably grade you
300 percent harder than your friends in
other sections and the pompous TAs who
consider themselves practically professors and think they’re far above you lowly
undergrads. All of these horrible TAs are
sentenced to an eternity of hand-grading
chemistry finals.
6. The Unclean. One level down finds
us amid a more varied group of tormented souls. The Unclean includes suitemates who leave the remnants of their
six-course meal in the kitchen sink all
week, students who create huge messes
for the kind-hearted Dewick workers to
clean and sweaty gym-goers who don’t
wipe down their soaking-wet equipment
after use. The Unclean will spend their
afterlife cleaning the floors of DU’s bathroom post-rager.
7. The Clappers. Continuing along
our dining hall theme, the seventh
level of hell is very specifically allotted
to the jerks that obnoxiously applaud
whenever someone drops something
in Dewick. It’s happened to the best
of us, so there’s no need to draw even
more attention to the fact that someone’s cup is now on its fourth bounce
and still going strong. The Clappers are
doomed to an unending cacophony of
early morning construction.
8. The Over-Zealous. Pretty far down
in hell, we approach the most passionate
of Tufts students: the ones who honestly,
sincerely believe in their campaign and
will stop at nothing to convert you to
their way of thinking. While their almost
religious fervor is commendable, when I
have a midterm in half an hour, all I want
to be doing is cramming, not listening to
you extol the virtues of Democratic candidate number 72 when I’ve already told
you I’m a conservative. These students
will spend eternity listening to a speech
given by a Supreme Court Justice of their
opposite party, powerless to interrupt.
9. The Real Estate Hoarders. And, finally, the ninth and deepest circle of hell is
reserved for the lowest of the low: the real
estate hoarders. These are the students
that take up a whole table in the dining
hall to study during prime dinner hours
(for those that were not aware, the primary function of places such as Dewick and
Carm is for consuming food) and, even
worse, those that claim an entire table —
prime real estate! — just for themselves
in Tisch during finals week. These awful
people are condemned to an eternity
of wandering around the library with a
full backpack, unable to find a place to
rest and study for their Concepts of the
Cosmos final.
Well, Jumbos, it’s been a blast exploring
Hell with you, but this is all a bit heavy
for a Monday morning, and so I think
I’ll go lift my spirits by frolicking on the
Pres lawn while it’s still nice enough to do
so. See you next Monday, and stay out of
trouble — and Tufts Hell — until then.

Lex Erath is a sophomore who has not yet
declared a major. She can be reached at
Alexandra.Erath@tufts.edu.
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Movie Review

Ryan Buell | This Week in Hip-Hop

Tom Hanks delivers tour-de-force
performance in ‘Captain Phillips’
by

Freddie
Gibbs

Lancy Downs

Daily Editorial Board

F

Tom Hanks is easily one of America’s
most beloved actors, but the past several
years of his career — with the exception of

Captain Phillips
Directed by Paul Greengrass
Starring Tom Hanks, Barkhad Abdi,
Barkhad Abdirahman
“Toy Story 3” (2010) and “Charlie Wilson’s
War” (2007) — have been marked by a
series of middling films and mediocre
roles. It’s hard to believe that Hanks last
won an Oscar nearly 20 years ago for
“Forrest Gump” (1994) and has seen a
mind-boggling 12 years pass since his
last Academy Award nomination. With
“Captain Phillips,” however, Hanks is
back in fine form — and with any luck,
he’ll get some Oscar recognition for his
masterful work.
The Paul Greengrass-directed thriller
is based on a gripping true story, one that
played out on televisions across the country four years ago. Hanks plays Captain
Richard Phillips — a soft-spoken New
Englander and family man — whose ship,
the Maersk Alabama, was attacked and
boarded by Somali pirates in April 2009.
Eventually taken hostage on a lifeboat
for several days, Phillips waited as the
U.S. Navy worked to secure his release.
It’s no spoiler to say Phillips survives the
ordeal; he eventually wrote a book about

Courtesy Hopper Stone, SMPSP / Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc

Tom Hanks turns in a stellar performance as Captain Richard Phillips.
his experience. Although audiences may
go into the theater knowing how the story
ends, Greengrass still manages to craft an
impressively riveting and affecting film.
The director, who has achieved previous
critical and commercial success with 9/11
drama “United 93” (2006), “The Bourne
Supremacy” (2004) and “The Bourne
Ultimatum” (2007), is perhaps best known
for his use of handheld cameras to employ
the shaky cam effect. With extensive and
liberal use of the style, Greengrass makes
sure “Captain Phillips” is no exception to
this rule.
Although the technique works for much
of the film, the first few minutes are hard

Theater Review

to sit through. The movie opens quietly
with a shot of the Phillips family home,
as the captain prepares to leave for the
ill-fated trip. While he drives to the airport
with his wife, Andrea (Catherine Keener),
Greengrass shows the couple from behind,
placing the camera awkwardly close to
their faces. It’s fairly nauseating and also
frustrating — this scene is essentially the
only context Phillips’ character gets in the
whole film, and it’s nearly impossible to
get a sense of the moment with the camera bouncing around.
This sequence is also, unfortunately,
see PHILLIPS, page 6

TV Review

‘Wonderland’
brings campy
fantasy back to TV
by

Dana Guth

Daily Staff Writer

Courtesy Maarten Vanden Abeele

Performed entirely on a small stage by human hands, ‘Kiss & Cry’ tells the epic tale of
a woman’s life, with and without love.

‘Kiss & Cry’ delights with
mix of artistic elements
by Jennifer Straitz

Contributing Writer

Following its American premiere in
Pittsburgh on Oct. 2, the cast and crew of
“Kiss & Cry” did a wonderful job bringing a moving performance to Boston
from Oct. 10-12. Directed by acclaimed
Belgian film director Jaco Van Dormael,
“Kiss & Cry” follows an elderly woman’s memories of the five loves she has
had throughout her life. The title refers
to the bench where ice skaters wait to
hear their score — the area where television audiences can watch the elation or
despair of the athletes on a small stage
with an elaborate background. A poignant and emotional piece, “Kiss & Cry”
is aptly named.
Performed in the beautifully restored
Emerson/Cutler Majestic Theatre, the
one and a half hour piece incorporated
a vast array of artistic forms. Filmed as
the audience watched, a cameraman
focused in on the choreography of hand
movements over miniature sets, such

Fans and followers of the classic
“Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland”
story have never had a shortage of new

Once Upon a Time in Wonderland
Starring John Lithgow, Emma Rigby,
Sophie Lowe

Airs Thursdays at 8 p.m. on ABC

as a small train station and a dollhouse.
The filmed images were then displayed
in real time on a large screen at the back
of the stage. Though slightly overwhelming at first — the audience was unsure if
they should focus their attention on the
screen or the actors themselves — viewers were soon able to settle in and appreciate the form in its entirety.
An opening narrative outlines the central dilemma: the main character is wondering where all of the people she has met
throughout her life have gone. The narrator concludes that they are “somewhere,
fallen into a deep crack in our memory.”
Following this realization, the piece begins
to travel to the moment when, in her
youth, the woman touched the hand of a
14-year-old boy on a train and fell in love.
However, the piece moves even further
back in time, depicting what appeared to
be a representation of the beginning of life
— in a brief demonstration of evolution
that rivals that of the opening scenes of

material to feed their fantasy cravings.
Lewis Carroll’s 19th century novel has
spawned countless movie, book and
television adaptations that only seem
to multiply as time goes on. The longawaited Oct. 10 premiere of ABC’s “Once
Upon a Time in Wonderland” presented
viewers with yet another Alice-rework,
this time shaking up the classic tale with
a hodgepodge of CGI-fueled action and
unrelated Disney characters. Faced with
“Wonderland’s” overstuffed plot, fans
may find themselves reluctant to travel
down this new rabbit hole.
“One Upon a Time in Wonderland”
is a self-proclaimed spinoff of ABC’s hit
series “Once Upon a Time” (2011-present). It might be more accurate, though,
to call the show a simple extension of
the earlier series’ style — outside the
title, the shows share little in terms
of plot and characters. With creators
Edward Kitsis and Adam Horowitz spearheading both projects, “Wonderland”
has inherited the creative ideas of its

see KISS, page 6

see WONDERLAND, page 6

reddie Gibbs is legitimately one of the
best rappers around right now. Wait,
who? That’s right, Freddie Gibbs: one
of the most underrated artists in hiphop. Gibbs hasn’t seen much in the way of
mainstream success, nor is he recognized
in the underground the way someone like
Talib Kweli is — yet he consistently puts out
projects better than 95 percent of the hiphop out there. So why have the vast majority of people never heard of him? How does
a rapper with one of the best flows in the
game and massive street appeal not cross
into the mainstream?
First things first: Gibbs isn’t for everyone. If you’re not looking for head-nodding beats, crushing bass and that thug
mentality, “Gangsta” Gibbs will probably
not hold much appeal for you. That being
said, for anyone who can appreciate hard
raps, Gibbs serves up the kind of music
that will make you want to tear down walls
and smash things with a baseball bat. In
short, his music is the polar opposite of
Drake’s songs.
Hailing from Gary, Indiana (25 miles outside of Chicago), Gibbs captures the essence
of hood life in every aspect of his music.
Take the jam “Eastside Moonwalker” off of
his latest project, “ESGN.” The beat layers
banging percussive drums and an ill piano
sample with syrup-soaked synth work that
drives the song’s progression. Gibbs then
proceeds to rap the hip-hop equivalent of
a “Scarface” (1983) story, rhyming, “Steady
praying that the yayo keep clocking / keep
a strap cuz the jackboys keep robbing.” But
what really separates this song — and the
rest of Gibbs’ work — from the hundreds
of other street rappers is his flow. He finds
intricacies within a beat better than anyone
else. The result is a smooth and diverse
rhythm that never falters. The man can
murder a beat in single-time, but when he
fast-raps in double or even triple-time he
proves that he deserves a spot among rap’s
elite. It’s like mixing Big Pun with 50 Cent
and Twista. I can say with confidence that
Gibbs lays claim to the title of best flow in
the game.
Aside from his rhyming, one of Gibbs’
greatest traits is his consistency. With an
impressively large catalog (13 projects
since 2009), one would expect a degree of
creative burnout. But, with few exceptions,
every Gibbs album or tape is outstanding.
There are easily six or seven projects that
I could talk about in this column, but with
space (and attention) limits as they are,
I’m forced to focus on just one. “ESGN,” as
I mentioned earlier, is Gibbs’ most recent
album and is also one of his best. The
album features plenty of trademark Gibbs
bangers, from “Lay it Down” and “D.O.A.” to
“9Mm.” “ESGN” represents a marked step
forward in production, which allows Gibbs
to do even more with rhymes and flows.
However, it’s the songs that break from
this formula that best exemplify Gibbs’
growth as an emcee. “Color Purple” and
“Lose Control (Ft. BJ the Chicago Kid)” are
slower, R&B influenced tracks that showcase the full depth and diversity of Gibbs’
talent. If “ESGN” has you fiending for more
Gibbs, I recommend looking back through
his catalog, specifically at the albums
“Midwestgangstaboxframecadillacmuzik”
(2009) and “Baby Face Killa” (2012).
By now, I think we should all understand that talent doesn’t always correlate
with success. And yet it still baffles me
how few people have heard of Freddie
Gibbs. He’s a mainstream sound with
underground appeal. His music can be
played at a party, while driving or while
just letting off some stress. So if you are
reading this, and happen to be looking
for some new tunes, do me a favor and
give Gibbs a listen.
Ryan Buell is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major. He can be reached at
Ryan.Buell@tufts.edu.
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‘Wonderland’ provides corny, mindless fun
WONDERLAND

continued from page 5

Eva Rinaldi via Flickr Creative Commons

Sophie Lowe’s Alice is a strong-willed and fierce young woman on a quest
to rescue her lost love, Cyrus.

mother series. Overdone effects,
layered story lines and interwoven Disney movies are common
threads, and those drawn to
the frequent shifts from sugary
sweetness to dazzling romance
in “Once Upon a Time” will be
able to settle into “Wonderland”
quite comfortably.
Others, however, might not
be able to get past a plot that
teeter-totters between the seriously complex and the breathlessly corny. Picking up where
the traditional adaptations of
“Alice in Wonderland” leave
off, the pilot presents its heroine fresh out of dream world,
returning to a home that had
all along believed her to be
missing. Flash-forward to her
teens and Alice, played fittingly by Sophie Lowe, finds
herself residing in a Victorian
mental asylum. She’s haunted
by the thought of her second
trip to Wonderland, where the
love of her life, Cyrus (Peter
Gadiot), was last seen falling
at the hands of the evil Queen
of Hearts. To help her forget
her woes, a sinister panel of
doctors presents Alice with the
option of having a lobotomy,
a la “Eternal Sunshine of the
Spotless Mind” (2004).
This is perhaps the most
coherent point in the pilot episode. While the images of a gothic mental hospital and seemingly

evil doctors may seem timeworn,
these scenes allow the viewer to
get used to a single style and
plot line. Unfortunately, it isn’t
long before The Knave of Hearts
(Michael Socha) informs Alice
that her true love is, in fact, still
alive, whisking her back into
Wonderland’s web of entangled
worlds and whiplash flashbacks.
Now Alice, who has shed
her usual innocent charm
and adopted a persona of
fierce independence, goes on
a mission to rescue Cyrus, a
genie adapted from Disney’s
“Aladdin” (1992).
Jafar (Naveen Andrews) — the
villain from “Aladdin” — is also
found in this fantasy, on the hunt
for his magic wishes with all the
cobra-wielding hubris and none
of the quiet intimidation of the
original. If you think throwing
“Aladdin” and “Alice” together
seems random, you’re probably
right: the stories are combined
haphazardly, with little explanation other than Disney’s ownership of ABC.
Stranger still is “Wonderland’s”
main villainess, the Queen of
Hearts, played by Emma Rigby.
Billowy lips and melodramatic
dialogue aside, Rigby’s queen
is underwhelming at her best
and laughable at her worst,
failing to induce the fear she
strives for. A third flawed character materializes in the form
of the cruel Cheshire Cat (Keith
David), whose grainy appear-

ance draws attention to poor
green screen effects. Although
modern technology has a tendency to dazzle more than disappoint, “Wonderland” is riddled with out-of-place characters and textures reminiscent of
a video game. Given its lack of
emotional nuance, the show is
not left with much to rely on.
Despite its many shortcomings, the “Once Upon a Time”
franchise is a success in its own
right. In a TV world rife with
reality shows and high-profile
adult dramas, it carves out a
niche of campy, unrestrained
fantasy that manages to retain
its cartoonish innocence. While
viewers seeking out edgier
entertainment are likely to turn
to “Game of Thrones” (2011present), younger viewers might
be swept away by the idealistic
romance of lines like “our hearts
are entwined” and the repeated,
“When you love someone, you
don’t need proof. You can feel it.”
Young girls and feminists, too,
can rejoice in Alice’s determined
attitude and unique ability to
actually (gasp) rescue herself.
Still, “Once Upon a Time in
Wonderland” is likely to fall flat
with older viewers. The stunts
are entertaining and the storyline is certainly unique, but
those searching for the kind of
imaginative nonsensicality of
any other “Alice in Wonderland”
adaptation will wind up mad as
a hatter.

Technical work brings ‘Kiss & Cry’ life
KISS

continued from page 5

Stanley Kubrick’s “2001: A Space Odyssey”
(1968). Vials of ink are dropped into a tub
of water, where the image of a quickly moving hand emerges, representing a small
being. The hand slowly turns into a fist,
and the blue backlighting is replaced with
magenta as the hand starts to pump like a
heart in time with the recorded sound of a
heartbeat. The hand then moves onto an
expanse of sand, standing on four fingers
(or legs), and continues to right itself to two
before proceeding into the next scene.
One of the most notable aspects of the
performance was the collective emotion
portrayed by the two dancers, Michèle
Anne De Mey and Grégory Grosjean, as
well as the entire crew. In one sequence,
De Mey and Grosjean use their hands to
transport us to the older woman’s youth
during a disco while the cameraman
weaves his camera around their intertwined fingers and director Van Dormael
shines lights from above. Though the focus
was on the four hands of the duet, both
the actors and crew moved in time with
the music. De Mey, especially, seemed
to pour her soul into her work — though
her face was framed by darkness during a
sequence where her hands were mourning the abandonment of a lover, her eyes

were still closed in pain as she mouthed
the accompanying foreign lyrics.
By following the woman’s relationships
over an entire lifespan, the piece becomes
universal, allowing people of all generations to connect with the story. All of the
crew members and actors wore simple
black clothing. This, paired with the anonymity of two unadorned hands, allowed
audience members to insert themselves
into the woman’s life. From the fleeting
love of youth, to a sexual assault committed by someone she cared about deeply, to
an unrequited love, the absence of specific
names or excessive narration enabled the
audience to think about their own experiences throughout the play.
Indeed, the accessibility of the piece —
evident in details like a train station sign
that read “Boston” and in the musical score,
which included numbers by Vivaldi and
Gershwin — was another one of the piece’s
highlights. Finally, the ambiguity of the play’s
ending and the questions it left unanswered
— Did the woman commit suicide? Did she
go to heaven? Did she rediscover the love of
her youth, or an entirely new love? — forced
the audience to actively think about serious
subjects like religion and the afterlife. “Kiss
& Cry” was, overall, a well-executed result
of the ArtsEmerson effort to bring praised
cultural works to Boston.

Launch your international career
through Peace Corps service
PEACE CORPS AT TUFTS UNIVERSITY
Thursday, Oc tober 24
Information Table
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Campus Center
Returned Volunteer Panel
6:00 p.m.
Dowling Hall, Room 745A
Learn more from Tufts University
Recruiter Katrina Deutsch
kdeutsch@peacecorps.gov

Peace Corps

peacecorps.gov - 855.855.1961

Courtesy Hopper Stone, SMPSP / Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc

Barkhad Abdi, the Somali actor who plays the leader of the pirates, displays remarkable talent in his onscreen debut.

Stylistic flaws hamper but do not mar
‘Captain Phillips’
PHILLIPS

continued from page 5

the only scene that the immensely talented
Keener appears. Greengrass truly underutilizes her — which is a shame not only
because she is the only significant female
character in the film, but also because
her relationship with Phillips is important to understanding his character. The
shaky cam effect is so distracting here that
Greengrass fails to sufficiently flesh out
their dynamic.
This being said, “Captain Phillips” is a
truly remarkable work. Hanks owns the
role of Phillips, imbuing his character with
an endearing gruffness. The captain is a
thoughtful and effective leader, both willing
to sacrifice himself for his men and unwilling to capitulate to his captors. Hanks poignantly captures the hope and determination human beings can possess even in the
most dire of circumstances. Yet the scene
that many point to as Hanks’ most powerful
moment occurs in the film’s closing minutes
when a rescued Phillips breaks down during a medical exam. Raw and affecting, this
emotional collapse reminds us why Tom
Hanks is a five-time Oscar nominee.
While “Captain Phillips” is certainly
Hanks’ film, it also very much belongs
to his co-stars — African actors, some of

whom are Somali themselves, selected
from an open casting call that 700 hopefuls
attended. Barkhad Abdi as Muse, the leader
of the pirates, delivers a striking and muchtalked-about performance as a despairing
young man trying to prove himself the
only way he can in a harsh and unforgiving world. His face, gaunt and expressive,
continually captivates us as he depicts the
increasing desperation and terror of the
doomed pirate. Abdi gives Muse a remarkable humanity, eliciting simultaneous sympathy and horror from the audience — and
his singular performance only builds on
itself as the film progresses.
The second half of the movie is set in the
tiny, enclosed lifeboat in which the pirates
have taken Phillips hostage. As the U.S.
Navy bears down on them, a physiological
war of sorts plays out between Phillips and
his captors, especially Muse. The physical
and emotional struggle between the captain and the pirates becomes emblematic
of something much larger — Greengrass
has developed a fascinating depiction of a
most unsettling culture clash. Although this
second act drags on a bit, Greengrass takes
the tension between the first-world and
the third-world and examines it with such
riveting intimacy that it becomes nearly
impossible to look away.
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Tufts Programs
Abroad 2014-15
Upcoming Informational Pizza Parties

Tufts in Madrid:

Carmichael  Hall  Lounge

Tuesday, October 22nd at 6:00pm
Dowling Hall Room 745A&B

  

Monday,  10/21  12:00  p.m.  –  6:00  p.m.
  

Tuesday,  10/22  12:00  p.m.  –  6:00  p.m.

Tufts in Oxford:

  

Wednesday,  10/23  10:00  p.m.  –  4:00  p.m.

Monday, October 28th at 6:00pm
Dowling Hall Room 745B

  

Thursday,  10/24  10:00  p.m.  –  4:00  p.m.
  

  

Friday,  10/25  10:00  p.m.  –  4:00  p.m

Tufts in London:

tuftslife.com

Schedule  an  appointment  TODAY  on  

Thursday, October 31st at 6:00pm
Dowling Hall Room 745A&B

*Positive  ID  Required*                      Walk-ins  are  welcome!                      Free  food!
  
While  the  Leonard  Carmichael  Society
fully  supports  blood  donation,  we  do  not  condone  the  FDA's  policy
barring  blood  donations  from  men  who  have  had  sex  with  another
man.    We  acknowledge  that  this  policy  discriminates  against  gay
and  bisexual  members  of  the  Tufts  community.

Other Tufts Programs Abroad Informational Pizza Parties:
Tufts in Tübingen: Mon., 11/4 @ 6pm in Dowling 745B
Tufts in Ghana: Tuesday, 11/5 @ 6pm in the Africana Center
Tufts in China: Thurs., 11/7 @ 6pm in Dowling 745B
Tufts in Paris: Wed., 11/13 @ 6pm in Dowling 745A

Come learn more about our programs!
http://uss.tufts.edu/studyabroad

Community Forum on
Sexual Assault Prevention
Wednesday, 10/23/13
6-7 PM
Barnum 008




Learn about new efforts to prevent sexual
assault at Tufts
Participate in discussion with administrators,
staff, and students
All are welcome to attend!
Please contact Ian Wong, MSPH at Ian.Wong@tufts.edu with
any questions or concerns
Sponsored by:
Tufts Department of Health and Wellness
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editorial

Online component as complement to classroom

The Office of the Dean of Arts and
Sciences is currently deliberating
over the inclusion of massive open
online classes (MOOCs), based on
the summertime report of the Arts
and Sciences Online Learning and
Education Working Group. This is an
important step toward cultivating a
better online presence, but Tufts must
take steps to ensure that MOOCs are
used to aid students and professors
and not as replacements for necessary
time spent in a classroom.
Online education, online tools and
MOOCs in general provide another way
to build relationships between students
and professors and enhance the quality
of learning that occurs over the course
of a semester. Through interactive
online tools, professors will be able to
discuss concepts not easily accessible in
a 90-minute block with a projector and
lecture slides. Open forums will allow
students to continue the discussion outside of class, compare their thoughts and
interact with teaching assistants more
than ever before. Discussions would no

longer be limited to recitations and dinner tables; they would occur online and
help students formulate opinions and
solve academic problems.
Even with these fantastic tools, there
is a risk that MOOCs could do more
harm than good. Students enroll at
Tufts to attend actual Tufts’ classes.
There is something intrinsic to education that is lost when a professor speaks
to students online from a laptop, rather
than in person.
MOOCs are ideal for introductory
classes where a multiplicity of students
learn broad concepts and the main ideas
of a subject. Nutrition 101, for example,
incorporates online lectures and discussions with in-person meetings. Trying to
teach upper-level courses online, however, would be a detriment to students’
learning experience and the professor’s
ability to understand the most effective
style of teaching for a particular class.
The basis of Tufts’ residency requirement that students must study for eight
semesters on campus, with the exception of pre-matriculation and study

abroad credits, is to enrich students’
experiences on the Hill. College is a
cohesive experience, and not being on
campus or attending classes in person
immensely takes away from that. It is
important for Tufts students to feel
connected to their community of peers
and professors.
Currently, with Trunk, the university
has the barebones of something that
could be productive for members of
the Tufts community. Its forums often
lie dormant, and some professors have
yet to create a page for their class, even
though the semester is already more
than halfway over. MOOCs could change
the way instructors interface with their
classes and potentially encourage professors to use the technological resources at their disposal.
While not every class is going to
benefit from MOOCs, they remain a
valuable resource to both students and
professors across campus. As long as
they do not abrogate classic brick and
mortar classes, MOOCs should be welcomed with open arms.
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At this time in the semester we all get
emails about taking our professors to
lunch. While the incentive isn’t exactly
overwhelming, students should take
advantage of the offer.
The University of Minnesota encourages its students to take their professor
out for a meal free of charge. These
University-wide programs are offered
by groups like the Office of the Senior
Vice President for Academic Affairs and
Provost and the College of Liberal Arts
Student Board. Students can sign up
now to meet with one of their teachers.
Students should know having lunch
with an educator works heavily in
their favor. Through these programs,
students are able to connect with educators on a personal level — some-

thing that unfortunately can’t happen
more often.
Teachers receive hundreds of requests
for letters of recommendation in which
they can’t make out an individual from a
sea of nameless faces. Professors are more
likely to personalize their letter if they
know a student on a personal basis. By
getting your foot in the door and face in
their head, you’re setting yourself up for a
glowing letter of recommendation later.
Taking an educator out to lunch
gives students an advantage. If a professor builds a relationship with a student, they may come to understand a
student’s personal and professional
interests. Meeting for pizza may be
the first step in forming goals or helpful strategies if a student is struggling
in class.
However, the benefits do not end
with students. Professors are flattered

that their students are willing to see
them outside a classroom setting.
Weekly classes and discussions go by
more smoothly when a professor knows
who’s who.
At the end of the day, professors are
people too. Hearing students’ ambition
and admiration for their field must be a
satisfying feeling. Simply let your professor know that their effort is not wasted.
From this experience, conversation
will naturally flow toward professional
interests. Students can network with
teachers who are also useful industry
professionals.
Students and professors live in symbiotic system. We can learn a lot from each
other, but only if we allow ourselves to
form relationships.
Take the time to tell your professor that
you acknowledge them and their efforts
— and who doesn’t like free food?

CorrectionS
In the Sept. 18 Features article “Sexual assault taskforce to change misconduct policies at Tufts,” it was incorrectly reported that
Tufts may work with professionals from the Boston Advocate Rape Center. In fact, the center is called the Boston Area Rape Crisis
Center. The article also stated that during the 2012-2013 year, there were 63 reported cases of sexual assault at Tufts, when in fact
these allegations were related to sexual misconduct.

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name and
telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.
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Op-Ed

Walt Laws-MacDonald | Show Me The
Money!

Civic engagement among students
necessary, lacking

We Americans are in a bad mood about
our nation and our public life. Three
quarters say the country is on the wrong
track. Some of us may be especially angry
at the current Congress, at President
Obama — or both — but the roots of our
discontent go deeper than that.
Maybe we are angry because we face
profound problems that the government
isn’t addressing — persistent unemployment, climate change, violence and mass
incarceration and the slow desertion of our
great industrial cities, to name just a few.
Although we should expect more
from the government and our political
leaders, they cannot solve these problems on their own. People can solve
even the most difficult problems if we
are organized and active. That is not
a wish — it is a finding of extensive
research. But where are we going to get
more active and responsible citizens?
That’s where you come in; you

can be a more effective citizen. Civic
engagement that improves the world
almost always has three characteristics. It is deliberative: Citizens talk
and listen to fellow citizens who may
disagree with them. It is collaborative: Citizens actually roll up their
sleeves and work together, building or
saving or producing goods. And it creates civic relationships, partnerships
among people who want to improve
the world together.
Many thousands of college students are
already active in these ways through service programs, environmental groups, faith
communities and online communities.
If you are not yet involved, you should
join. If you are involved, it is time to take
your engagement to the next level. You
should ask why so many obstacles stand
in the way of active citizens.
For instance, why does our political system cater to professionally-led,

well-funded interests instead of citizens
who deliberate and collaborate? Why
do schools and colleges offer so little
civic education? Why is so little funding available for citizens’ groups? Why
do the news and entertainment media
rarely depict citizens working together
to address problems?
The only people who can overcome
these obstacles are the citizens who are
already active at the grassroots level,
because they know what citizenship
looks like and why we need more of it. A
movement of active citizens is the only
thing that can address our most serious
national challenges.
Peter Levine is the Lincoln Filene Professor
of Citizenship & Public Affairs at the
Jonathan Tisch College of Citizenship and
Public Service. He can be reached at Peter.
Levine@tufts.edu.
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Let the trees do the talking
by Jennifer

Ruth

The Daily Free Press

On a cold December day, I was walking down Commonwealth Avenue after a
long day of classes, when I stumbled upon
a canvasser who looked as if she had been
transformed into an icicle. Out of pity, I
approached her. However, the moment I
entered her captivating gravitational force,
she began to fill my brain with mindless chatter about how the $10 that I intended to buy
Oreos with could help protect ancient forests,
save the whales and stop climate change. The
woman proceeded to throw grass and dirt at
me and then transformed me into a tree.
Well, the last part didn’t actually happen, but it sure felt like it. It was as if all
of the carbon dioxide emissions that I’ve
produced in my entire life were suffocating
me. I view myself as an environmentalist, but this women’s method just seemed
absolutely contradictory to what environmentalism is all about.
Last week, I was reading an article on
Salon.com entitled “Study: Everyone hates
environmentalists and feminists” and I was
thrown off guard. You mean, people hate me?
Rewind. There must be more to this story.
People don’t hate environmentalists. They
just hate the downright assertive manner in
which environmentalists parade their opinions. I don’t know about you, but I don’t want
my mind filled with leaves and propaganda
against my will. The problem with environmentalists is that they aren’t taken seriously
because they are perceived as tree-hugging

hippies, and this needs to change now.
Let me start by saying I’m not here to
transform you into a tree and to print my column on you. Saving the earth is a good thing,
and the people that take part in the initiative
have good intentions. However, the way that
certain people go about showing their support is completely outrageous.
If being an environmentalist entails that
you must force your cause upon others and
embarrass yourself with ridiculous protests
that end in arrests, then I don’t want to be
one. There has been so much negative publicity regarding aggressive environmentalists,
and unfortunately, this is what society sees,
so this is how they are perceived in the eyes
of the public.
The environmentalists that you don’t
see are hidden behind words, speak their
mind among friends, form small panels or
arrange diplomatic meetings with large corporations and explain their standpoint in a
civil manner. I suppose you could call them
silent but deadly.
Of course, they might not be perceived to
be as vocal as the aggressive activist approach,
but it is definitely more persuasive. There is
nothing wrong with advocacy, but once you
make a person feel that his or her way of life
is incorrect, that’s when you lose supporters.
It makes sense that a tree wouldn’t
fall and crush you if you didn’t do
everything in your power to save it, so
why do people do this to their fellow
citizens? Not helping the environment
isn’t criminal and forcing people to help
out just defeats the purpose. If activ-

ists were nonabrasive, they could make
more of a difference.
So where does this leave us? People hate
environmentalists, so what can we do to
change this?
It’s obvious that the term “environmentalist” needs to be renovated. I want the
world to see that helping out Mother Nature
isn’t just something that hippies do. People
should want to help the environment without someone yelling at them to do so, and
they definitely don’t want to be tied up in
politically affiliated mumbo-jumbo.
I took an American Environmental History
class taught by one of the most incredible and
influential professors that I’ve ever had. With
his “peace, love and happiness” attitude, he
taught my class that our voice could make a
difference. He didn’t force his environmental
opinions on us. He let us formulate our own,
and I learned what it truly meant to forge a
suitable relationship between people and
learning from past and present environmental mistakes.
This is where I developed a genuine love
for the environment. I always appreciated
my surroundings, but this is when I truly realized that our planet is worth saving.
This is what it comes down to. Education is
what the public needs — not scolding. Once
a pleasant, approachable educator teaches
the public, people will be able to relate to
environmental issues instead of being introduced to them in a bizarre manner.
So until we decide how we want society to
view environmentalists, let’s have the trees
do all the talking.

T

#Hashtag
#Twitter
#IPO

witter, the 140-character social media
site founded just seven years ago,
filed for an initial public offering (IPO)
last month. The company made the
announcement with a tweet — no hashtag
though — and has gradually released more
information about its inner workings in the
past few weeks.
If you have any questions about how an
IPO works, feel free to look up my columns on
the Facebook IPO. As an added bonus, you’d
get to read what an overly-excited, slightly
younger me sounds like!
To simplify, Twitter is offering interest in
the company — in the form of publicly traded shares — for money, which it can use to
advance both the Twitter brand and business.
The company hopes to raise $1 billion from
the offering, or about 10 percent of its $10 billion valuation — the other 90 percent remain
in the hands of earlier, private investors. As
soon as shares start trading, those investors
will also be able to sell their shares.
The obvious comparison to make — as I
have already done — is to the Facebook IPO,
in May of 2012. Facebook raised over $18 billion, but had a valuation of nearly $100 billion.
Mistakes made by investors and the exchange
(the New York-based NASDAQ) plagued the
IPO — mistakes Twitter is taking very obvious steps to avoid. Though their financial
statements remain confidential, Twitter chose
to list on the New York Stock Exchange, the
NASDAQ’s primary competitor.
To the average Jumbo, Facebook and Twitter
serve similar purposes. Both are social media
sites that boast millions of users, and both have
seen dramatic growth in the past few years.
But on the business side — because everything is a business! — Twitter and Facebook
have had very different experiences.
While Facebook began as a site for “friends”
to share photos and experiences, Twitter was
— and still is — a way for people to spread
information quickly and succinctly. Twitter
users range from Pope Francis (@pontifex)
to god himself (@KanyeWest), and each has
millions of followers — though Kanye holds a
sizable lead in this category.
Brands and companies leapt at the ability
to spread information to millions of people —
the hashtag has been used on everything from
ad campaigns, to TV news crawls, to sporting
events, to #WhatWould2ChainzSay.
But Twitter failed to capitalize on — or monetize — its huge user-base and influence until
much more recently. The company has never
turned a profit, even though it makes 89 percent of its revenue from advertising. Analysts
say that Twitter’s rapidly changing nature has
made it difficult for the company to nail down
advertising demographics. “Promoted tweets”
— which appear in a user’s timeline whether
or not they follow the promoter — feel forced
into the interface, and have proven only marginally effective.
Advertisers say that Twitter needs even
more users for its ads to make an impact on
consumers. Just 22 percent of Americans use
Twitter; 73 percent check Facebook at least
once a month.
Despite the issues the business of Twitter
has faced, its IPO comes with the usual
amount of hype. Shares of Tweeter Home
Entertainment — a bankrupt consumer electronics group listed as TWTR — skyrocketed
1500 percent in one day as investors mistook
the company for the still-unlisted Twitter.
From a technical standpoint, Twitter
should avoid all the snafus that the Facebook
IPO experienced. But Twitter has not proven
itself as an advertising giant in the way that
Facebook had. A website cannot live on banner ads alone.
I’ll leave you with one of my favorite tweets
— @WaltLawsMacD if you were wondering:
I salute you, bearded guy watching Cars 2
in Tisch. Does it relate to the column? No.
Welcome to Twitter.
Walt Laws-MacDonald is a junior majoring in quantitative economics. He can be
reached at Walt.Laws_MacDonald@tufts.
edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Spotting a bearded Red Sox player.

Late Night at the Daily

Friday’s Solution

Jamie: “I did have two interviews today.”
Jenna: “Yeah, I noticed you shaved.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley
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Wanted
$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of
family through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge
location. Apply online:
SPERMBANK.COM

Services
Sonny’s Barber Shop. Look Good
– Best Haircuts Around! 5 Minutes
from
TUFTS – 282a Main st. Medford.
MA. See Joe Jr. Walk in’s always
Welcome!
Highly Skilled Barber at Your
Service! Open Tuesday- Saturday
(617) 515. 2955
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Sports

Housing

-

-

-

Great 3BR Right On Campus –
Clean + Excellent Condition – free
Parking – Available June 15 2014.
Call 617-4486233

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Late penalty gives Williams go-ahead goal

Jordan Bean | Sacked

Paid to
be wrong

SOCCER

continued from back

half the Jumbos finally broke up the scoreless affair. After a pair of shots by junior
Kyle Volpe and sophomore Monil Patel
were deflected away from goal by the Ephs
backline, the ball trickled out to the top of
the penalty box.
Sophomore forward Jason Kayne found
himself in the right place at the right time,
as he settled the ball and laced a gorgeous shot that snuck past Ephs keeper
Peter Morrell’s outstretched fingertips
and beneath the top-right upright for the
game’s first goal.
Tufts entered intermission feeling good
about a hard fought 1-0 edge. But the
advantage didn’t last long, as Williams
came out of the gate in the second half
playing more desperate than ever. It didn’t
take long for their aggression to translate
into a goal.
In the 52nd minute, sophomore forward Mohammed Rashid led a Williams
counterattack down the right flank. As
he approached the Jumbo’s 18-yard box,
Rashid lofted a perfect cross into the
box, where senior forward Matt Kastner
was waiting to deliver a strike. Kastner
made good contact with the ball, but
Greenwood made a great save on
Kastner’s first attempt. Unfortunately,
the ball ricocheted off of Greenwood’s
glove right back to Kastner’s feet. Kastner
wasted no time depositing the ball into
the net for the equalizer.
With the score knotted at one apiece,
the intensity picked up once again, as
both teams looked to apply the pressure and come up with the decisive goahead goal.
It wasn’t until misfortune struck for the
Jumbos in the 81st minute that the Ephs
broke through. Kastner streaked past the
Jumbos’ defense and found himself with
only the keeper to beat. Greenwood broke
from his line and dove for the ball, only to
swipe Kastner’s legs out from under him
and force the referee to show Greenwood
a red card, resulting in an ejection.
The foul, which occurred just inside the
box, meant a penalty kick for the Ephs. A
cold Nick Moeser, Tufts’ sophomore keeper, ran from the sidelines directly into the
line of fire, as he was tasked with stopping

L

Rachel Robinson for the Tufts Daily

Sophomore midfielder Jason Kayne scored Tufts’ lone goal on Saturday, as the Jumbos fell
to 6-5-1 after a 2-1 loss to the Ephs.
a late-game penalty kick from one of the
best strikers in the NESCAC, junior Matt
Muralles. Muralles fired a shot low and to
the right side of the goal. Moeser guessed
wrong, and the ball found the back of the
net, giving Williams the late 2-1 lead. The
goal turned out to be the game-winner,
as Tufts was unable to create any great
chances in the final minutes.
“To have 32 shots against MIT and not
score is pretty unlucky, and it’s obviously
tough to lose on a penalty kick against
Williams,” senior tri-captain forward Scott
Blumenthal said. “But in both those games
we really feel like we got back to playing
how we want to. Our confidence is far
from shot. No doubt we would have liked
different results in the last few games, but
we’re playing good soccer which is what
matters going forward.”
With the loss, the Jumbos fell to 6-5-1 on
the year and dropped their third consecutive game by a one-goal margin, despite
another hard-fought effort.
“Despite losing three in a row, the team
feels good about how we are playing right
now,” senior midfielder Sam Atwood said.

“In the last two games we’ve been unlucky
not to come up with better results. Going
forward, we will need the number of goals
we score to reflect the quality of soccer
we’ve been playing.”
The gut-wrenching defeat comes on the
heels of a one-week bye, which will force
the Jumbos to mull over three straight
losses, something that will not leave a
great taste in anyone’s mouth.
“It goes without saying that these next
two games are big,” Blumenthal said. “We
know what we have to do to win them,
and with the standings as tight as they are,
there’s a lot that can still be accomplished.”
Tufts will look to get back in the win
column next Saturday when they travel
to Hamilton for another critical NESCAC
matchup. With only two games remaining on the regular season schedule, the
Jumbos know that time is running out to
turn things around.
“These next two games are so critical
for us,” Atwood said. “Basically, we need
two wins to give us a chance of hosting a
NESCAC tournament game. The team is
playing with an edge right now, so hope-

Jumbos squander halftime lead at Williams
FOOTBALL

continued from back

conversion increased the lead to 42-28 with
11:49 remaining.
On the Jumbos’ next possession,
Holmquist attempted a fake punt run on 4thand-17 and came up four yards shy of the
marker. The Jumbos got the ball back three
minutes later, and Snyder threw the 41-yard
strike to Lanzillo to keep the team alive. But
the defense could not come up with the stop
it desperately needed, and the Ephs scored a
touchdown to put the game away.
“We had all the momentum going into
[halftime],” Kenyon, who had four catches
for 69 yards, said. “Through our own mistakes, we let the momentum shift.”
Snyder finished 22-of-46 with four touchdowns and a pick. He was sacked eight times,
including four times by Williams sophomore
James Howe.
“The clock in your head is an area that
most freshman quarterbacks need time to
develop,” Civetti said. “Those eight sacks
probably meant he held onto the ball
and didn’t try to force something that he
shouldn’t have.”
Lanzillo finished with a game-high 102
yards receiving and two touchdowns.
For Williams, which earned its first win
of the year, the hero was quarterback Adam
Marske. The senior finished with 342 yards
passing and two touchdowns, despite throwing two interceptions into the hands of sophomores Junior Arroyo and Matt McCormack.
Marske and his receivers put on an offen-

Ethan Chan for the Tufts Daily

Despite coming back from a 24-7 deficit to take a 28-24 halftime lead behind freshman
quarterback Alex Snyder’s 302-yard, four-touchdown performance, Tufts broke down and
conceded its fifth loss of the season at Williams on Saturday, 49-35.
sive show on Saturday.
“[Williams] might be the best team
we’ve played all season,” Civetti said.
“That’s the best core of skill players I’ve
seen in this league.”
The Jumbos scored plenty of points
and forced three turnovers, but sloppy
special teams and lackluster defense

opened the door for the Ephs.
“We just haven’t been able to put together that one complete game,” Kenyon said.
“Every facet of the team could say, ‘There’s
something that we can do better to get us
over that hump.’”
Today, Tufts begins preparation for
Saturday’s home game against Amherst.

et’s start this column with a short
quiz. Have you ever played a professional sport? Have you worked in
a front office? Have you coached?
Have you been involved in a sport? Have
you written about a sport? Do you have
an opinion about a sport? Are you even
remotely interested in a sport?
If the answer was yes to any of those
questions, well congratulations, you’re
now qualified to be an analyst. In the
era of 24/7 sports coverage, the phrase
“quantity over quality” aptly depicts this
situation. With NFL, MLB, NHL, NBA, SEC,
PAC-12, several ESPN and so many more
networks dedicated solely to sports, the
market is ripe for people with an opinion.
However, this by no means indicates
that all these people are qualified to be
in these positions. An analyst should be,
as my dad used to encourage me to be,
a “student of the game.” It should be
people who have been in the film room
breaking down the plays and understand
the “why” and “how” of the game. Don’t
just tell me what a player did, but why
did he do it? Why did the pitcher throw
a curveball on a 3-2 count with the bases
loaded? How did the quarterback find
the open man despite the fact that the
receiver looked covered?
When I was younger, I was by no means
the fastest player on the baseball field.
Nevertheless, I was taught by people
much smarter than me how to run the
bases so that I could maximize my (lack)
of speed for the most benefit to the team.
There are players and coaches out there
who know these little tricks, plays and
behind-the-scenes efforts that make the
athletes special, and that’s who I want to
see on my TV.
One of the issues is that there is no
accountability for an analyst. Want the
Jacksonville Jaguars to be your upset pick
for the Super Bowl? Sure! Why not? If it
doesn’t happen, they can pass it off as
being an upset pick. If it does, they look like
the hero who predicted the impossible.
Then there are the moments that an
analyst is so wrong but can’t even admit it.
What about the time in 2011 when ESPN
College Basketball analyst Jay Bilas called
the selection of VCU into the field of 64
“indefensible”? That’s right, the same VCU
team that went on to make it all the way to
the Final Four before losing to the eventual runner-up Butler. Bilas followed up by
assuring us that, despite their success, it
“does not make [his] argument wrong.” Of
course it doesn’t, because he’s an analyst
so he can’t be wrong.
The worst of them all are the secondguessing postgame analysts. You think the
team shouldn’t have gone for it on fourth
down? Well isn’t that easy to scrutinize
from behind the television screen after the
team didn’t convert.
Hindsight is always 20/20, and the ability to second-guess a coach is far too easy
and frankly not something that I’m interested in hearing. I can see clearly that the
team did not get its desired outcome, but
explain what the coach had to take into
account beforehand and what options he
was weighing in his head.
Anyone can be an analyst after the game,
but I want someone who can give me the
real keys to a game beforehand — not just
saying things like, “The team who scores
the most will win,” or “Team X really needs
to get its running game going today.”
The influx of ways to access sports has
watered down the analyst pool, but quality
analysts can still be found. But until there’s
more on my TV, analysts — you’re sacked!

Jordan Bean is a sophomore who has yet
to declare a major. He can be reached at
Jordan.Bean@tufts.edu.
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Sloppy second half
results in loss
by

Aaron Leibowitz

Daily Editorial Board

The football team squandered
a halftime lead at Williams on
Saturday and lost, 49-35. After fall-

FOOTBALL
(0-5 Overall, 0-5 NESCAC)
at Williamstown, Mass., Saturday
Tufts
7 21 0 7 — 35
Williams 21 3 7 18 — 49
ing behind 24-7 early, the Jumbos
scored three touchdowns in fiveplus minutes to close out the second quarter. But they fell flat in
the second half, allowing 25 points
and scoring just seven.
Tufts is now 0-5 and has lost 28
straight games.
For this season, things are looking bleak. The Jumbos will be
heavy underdogs in their remaining three games against Amherst
(4-1), Colby (2-3) and Middlebury
(4-1). But for the days and years
ahead, Saturday’s contest offered
a thick silver lining: The Jumbos
may have discovered their quarterback of the future in freshman
Alex Snyder.
A mid-week MRI revealed that
junior quarterback Jack Doll, who
started the first four games, had
torn his left labrum — his nonthrowing shoulder — during the
opening drive against Trinity last
Saturday. The same injury to his
right labrum kept Doll out almost
all of last season.
Entering the week of practice,
there was a three-way competition between Snyder, freshman
Liam O’Neil and sophomore Drew
Burnett for the position. On Friday,
head coach Jay Civetti told Snyder
— the fourth-string quarterback
when the season began — that
he would start against the Ephs,
even though the Colorado Springs
product had never taken a collegiate snap.
Despite his lack of experience,
one thing was clear from watching
the 6-foot-4 Snyder practice: He
has a cannon for an arm.
“There was no question about
his arm strength or his range

— that’s how he played in high
school,” Civetti said. “Alex, at the
end of the day, was the guy we
thought was the appropriate
[choice], and he held true to it.”
Snyder exceeded expectations.
He threw four touchdown passes
and finished with 302 yards. He
exuded poise and made smart
decisions, bringing the Jumbos
back from a 17-point deficit and
keeping them in the game until
the final minutes. He helped the
team score 35 points, its highest
total since Nov. 6, 2010.
“Everyone seemed to back me
up,” Snyder said Sunday. “That’s a
big thing as a freshman, to know
that guys like [fifth-year receiver
Nick] Kenyon and the other
seniors have my back. There were
some [jitters] in warmups, and
then once I got out there, there
weren’t any at all.”
Snyder’s fourth touchdown
pass, a 41-yard rainbow to
junior Greg Lanzillo in stride
along the right sideline, was the
best throw by a Tufts quarterback in recent memory.
“I just threw it,” Snyder said
matter-of-factly, drawing laughs
from his teammates.
The play drew positive remarks
from his teammates.
“He made a good read, we saw
the coverage all day, and we took a
shot at it,” Lanzillo added. “It was a
great throw.”
Once again, though, the Jumbos
failed to play a complete game.
The offense stalled in the second
half, and the Ephs drove 57 yards
to take a 31-28 lead late in the
third. Williams quickly got the ball
back, and senior Joseph Mallock
hit a 23-yard field goal to make it
34-28 early in the fourth.
The Jumbos were still very
much alive, but the sequence
that followed was a killer. First,
the offense went three-and-out
in just 19 seconds. Then, freshman punter Willie Holmquist
shanked one, giving the Ephs the
ball at Tufts’ 30-yard line. It took
Williams just two plays to reach
the end zone, and a two-point
see FOOTBALL, page 11

Tufts sweeps Hamilton, outlasts
Middlebury at home
by

Tyler Maher

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts volleyball won both of
its games this weekend, taking
advantage of two opponents who

VOLLEYBALL
(14-7 Overall, 6-3 NESCAC)
Cousens Gymnasium, Saturday
Middlebury 26 15 25 25 6 — 2
Tufts
24 25 15 27 15 — 3
Cousens Gymnasium, Friday
Hamilton 12 17 20 — 0
Tufts
25 25 25 — 3
have struggled against NESCAC
competition this year. Heading
into the weekend having lost
three of their last four NESCAC
games over the course of consecutive weekends on the road,
the Jumbos got back on track
at Cousens Gymnasium with
two straight wins on Friday and
Saturday. The team now sits in
fourth place in the NESCAC, a
half-game behind Amherst.
Saturday’s match against
Middlebury was a closely contested affair in which the
Jumbos needed five sets to put
the Panthers away. Middlebury
took two of the first three sets
and was on the brink of victory
after going up 25-24 in set four.
Tufts staved off defeat by scoring three straight points — two
on timely kills by junior outside
hitter Hayley Hopper — to steal
the win away.
“She was on fire this weekend,”
freshman Elizabeth Ahrens said
of Hopper, who led the team with
a season-high 20 kills. “No one on
Middlebury could stop her.”
Thanks to Hopper’s excellent
play, the Jumbos had the momentum on their side. They used it
to their advantage in the decisive final set, scoring ten straight
points on their way to a 15-6 win.
Sophomore setter Kyra Baum
put up strong numbers in several
categories, finishing with a teamhigh 38 assists, as well as 18 digs

Head of the Charles sees strong competition

Caroline Geiling / The Tufts Daily

Sophomore Carolina Berger led the Jumbos in digs for both games on the
weekend, putting up 22 against Middlebury and 15 against Hamilton.
and five blocks. Sophomore libero
Carolina Berger paced the Jumbos
with a team-high 22 digs.
Junior Isabel Kuhel, who
notched six kills and seven
blocks versus the Panthers,
was impressed by her team’s
comeback.
“I was so proud that we were
able to continue our energy from
the close fourth match through
to the fifth and come out strong,”
Kuhel said. “It would have been
nice to have that energy throughout the whole match, but this
game proved that we can fight
through a rough patch and come
out on top.”
There were no such rough
patches on Friday as Tufts swept
last-place Hamilton College — who
is winless against NESCAC competition this year — in three sets. The
Jumbos set the tone with a convincing 25-12 victory in the first set.
They won the second behind an
outstanding display of teamwork
that saw Kuhel, Hopper and firstyear Mary Maccabee contribute
four kills apiece. Tufts went on to
win the final set 25-20, holding off
a late run by Hamilton to clinch its
first sweep since Sept. 28th.

Men’s Soccer

Tufts falls to Williams 2-1,
drops third consecutive game
by

Zachey Kliger

Daily Editorial Board

In a heated NESCAC battle, the men’s
soccer team jumped out to an early
lead Saturday against Williams but was

MEN’S SOCCER
(6-5-1 Overall, 4-4 NESCAC)
at Williamstown, Mass., Saturday
Tufts
Williams

John Hampson / The Tufts Daily

Over the weekend, Boston played host to the 49th Head of the Charles Regatta, which welcomed some 9,000 athletes and saw 17 course records broken on the first day of competition.

“That was an important
match to start the weekend,”
Thompson said of the victory.
“It was important to set the tone
for how we wanted to execute
this weekend. The team worked
hard all week to better our communication on the court and
that really paid off.”
Hopper led the way in kills,
finishing the match with nine,
while Maccabee also tacked on
six. Berger was the Jumbos’ leader on defense Friday as well with
15 digs, while junior Rebecca
Rubin added 13 of her own.
Next up for the Jumbos is
the Hall of Fame Invitational at
Springfield, Mass. With two more
wins under their belt, they are
excited to get back on the court
next weekend.
“It will be an awesome opportunity to see some other great
teams from out of our conference as we prepare for our
last regular season weekend,”
Thompson said. “The schedule
will be released shortly, and I
know our group is excited to
get after it and maybe get a
rematch or two that we would
like to have back.”
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unable to hold off the Ephs, who scored
two second-half goals en route a 2-1
comeback victory.
Tufts entered Saturday’s action after
two consecutive losses, while Williams
was coming off a gut-wrenching 1-0 loss
to NESCAC rival Bowdoin. Both teams
wanted this win, and came out of the gate
with an aggression and intensity to prove

it. But neither team was able to break
through in the early moments despite
back-and-forth attacking that produced
some quality opportunities.
After weathering a Williams attack that
looked promising in the 24th minute,
the Jumbos cleared the ball up field and
created what was their first real chance
of the afternoon. With Williams’ defense
on their heels, the Jumbos looked to push
the ball. Senior forward Scott Blumenthal
lofted a pass up field that found sophomore Connor Brown. Brown, with plenty
of space and only one defender to beat,
took a power dribble but let the ball get
a little too far away from him, allowing
the defender to possess and box Brown
out. Frustrated, Brown took the Williams’
defender to the ground, picking up the
game’s first yellow card. It would be one
of 20 fouls called in the game.
The back-and-forth action continued,
and in the waning moments of the first
see SOCCER, page 11

