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Mr. Chairman, my name i s  Charles Kamprad. I am t h e  r e t i r e d  ch ie f  of 

the  S t .  Louis (Missouri)  F i r e  Department and t h e  immediate pas t  p res i -  

dent of the  In t e rna t iona l  Association of F i r e  Chiefs (IAFC). Organized 

i n  1873, the  IAFC represen ts  f i r e  execut ives  throughout t h e  United 

S t a t e s ,  Canada and 64 na t ions  throughout t h e  world. 

I apprec ia te  the  opportunity t o  represent  those f i r e  s e rv i ce  l e a d e r s  

who support S. 1935 and t o  recognize the  e f f o r t s  of a l l  those who have 

supported both the  proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  and have worked t o  e f f e c t  t h e  

compromise with the  tobacco i n d u s t r y .  The h i s to ry  of t r a g i c  f i r e s  and 

d i s a s t e r s  has convinced our members t h a t  a  c o l l e c t i v e  and coopera t ive  

e f f0r . t  by l o c a l ,  s t a t e  and f ede ra l  agencies, a s  wel l  a s  t h e  p r i v a t e  

s e c t o r ,  i s  necessary t o  combat t h e  f i r e  problem. 

The d i r e c t  cos t  of f i r e s  i g n i t e d  by c i g a r e t t e s  approaches $1 b i l l i o n  

each year. I n  approximately 29% of a l l  mu l t i - f i r e  dea ths  i n  r e s i -  

d e n t i a l  p rope r t i e s  from 1971-1981, t h e  source of i g n i t i o n  hea t  was a  

c i g a r e t t e .  E w ,  approximately 2,000 dea ths  a r e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  

c i g a r e t t e s .  Sadly, t he  vas t  major i ty  of those dea ths  occur i n  those 

l e a s t  ab l e  t o  s e l f - e x i t  t h e  horror  of a  f i r e ,  t h e  very young and t h e  

very old a r e  the  vict ims.  

Mr. Chairman, t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  most American-manufactured c i g a r e t t e s  

and l i t t l e  c i g a r s  a r e  engineered t o  burn au tomat ica l ly ,  even without 

puffing. The hea t  source then may become t h e  i g n i t i o n  source f o r  t h a t  

p o t e n t i a l l y  deadly f i r e .  Recognizing t h i s  f a c t ,  t he  IAFC has been 
m 
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working w i t h  burn organiza t ions ,  o ther  f i r e  s e rv i ce  groups, f ede ra l  = 
W 

agencies, and s t a t e  and f ede ra l  l e g i s l a t o r s  seeking t o  make a  f i r e -  IP 
a 

s a f e  c i g a r e t t e  a r e a l i t y .  T h i s  e f f o r t  includes  a  r e so lu t ion  adopted by 



t he  IAFC a t  i t s  106th Annual Conference i n  1979 and reaffirmed a t  t he  

1983 annual conference. These r e so lu t ions  support and endorse e f f o r t s  

t o  requi re  t h a t  a l l  American produced c i g a r e t t e s  se l f -ex t inguish  

rapidly .  

I n  testimony before the  Health and t h e  Environmental Subcommittee of 

t he  House Energy and Commerce Committee l a s t  year,  the  IAFC r e j ec t ed  

t h e  statement by a  r ep resen ta t ive  of the  Tobacco I n s t i t u t e ,  who then 

s t a t ed  t h a t  the  concept of a  se l f -ex t inguish ing  c i g a r e t t e  was "naive 

and impract ical ."  I t  would appear t h a t  t he  recent  ac t ion  by t he  To- o bacco I n s t i t u t e  accepting t h e  compromise l e g i s l a t i o n  a l s o  r e f u t e s  t h a t  

statement. 

As I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  the  IAFC supports  t h e  proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  and 

w i l l  be pleased t o  work w i t h  t h e  proposed inter-agency committee and 

t h e  technical  s t u d y  group t o  determine the  f e a s i b i l i t y  of producing 

f i r e - s a f e  c i g a r e t t e s  and l i t t l e  c iga r s .  

thank you f o r  the  opportunity t o  express t he  views of the  In t e r -  

nat ional  Association of F i r e  Chiefs on t h e  f i r e - s a f e  c i g a r e t t e  l e g i s -  

l a t i o n  and would be pleased t o  respond t o  quest ions .  


