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UNION STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TC TEE 1596 STRCEAN GENERALZ'S AEIONY

TE i% uy UNdETUtABEINg that tha Surgces Ceperal will
ralaage & Yepart next vask an the icsua of unvirenam:ll.’ tohapeoe
eaoka {ETS). The report will coneais two major aemclusiens.
Pirat, Eacondary tehasac suoka is an extrums fhealth bazard at
ay lavelsi ang second, oo dmount of anginasping ¢ontrels cueh
aa imprave vantilatien can alininate the dazard. Tha poliey
coneclusion of the rapert is siwply that all vorkars must Se
farced Ta geap sacking ¢n the Jeb site an a canditien of enpleye

' aent.

With reqard to tha Jurgean dstaril s vonsleaion an toxicity,
ve ¥il]l leave that to the scishtisms to restolva. BHowevar,
Baged on the Surgsen Genaral's relantless pursuit a¢ a palitiesl
agenda en the smoking hpuu mach of lu.i credibility aust ha
caliad into guastion. In last year's xeport, ihatend of
conbributing nev infarmation on tha osgupatioral prablenw
zonfronted by workers frea a wile ranga of variplaas Toviva, the
Anrgasn GCaneyal Rade a caleulated attack on ynion affayts to
foren ewployavs €6 olaan up the workplace by elevatiay smeking
te Bha top of the list of OSHA preblems and shifting the burden
for gugavy amd haglth T Vorkers, In this ysar's yeport, he
has gene cne otep furthey by apparently aesarting that envizommsnenl

bJ

tobieca cmaks is 3 groater hazard than sthar ®akins such as S
 agbevees. )
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This conclumicn = that any apount of spvironmental tobacco
cnaka i B6¥S taxls than a hogt of suNgeancag for which OSEA
fLandavdn have haen sat = daflay cradulity, mnd ve are very
anxicus to hear what the selentifio sammunity hae ‘tu say about

such ah LEALFEiON.

Ihe mesend conclukion of the report = that ns eangineexring '
Sohtrols arse possinls to dssl with envircrmental tabacco sacks

= i3 epa vhich concorns uG greatly as treda unicnists. Wa feal
that this conclusicn violatss tha fundamentsl tengt of ONHA

affopts that the laber movement nas suppereed Zor dacaden;
nanaly, that employers aro respansible for previding a safe and

neAlthy workplaca., Jt is empleyers that have tha respensibility
for cleaning up the workplacs Dy imnlementing proper waginesring
con%rols net by regulating workers exXcopt in the most sxtrass
and abvisus clrdumstancas,

) i

As in last year's report, tba Surgecn Gensrul has atuezpiad
o a:ift tha burdan fop clsaning up the vorkplags te verkers.

If envircweantal tobacso omoko 43 n hazayd, ve fas) that ie
ean be reliaved in nectly all casaa by improved ventllation.
T™his will Aot oniy slean the werkplace of tobucece smoka, but
will also gerva Ttha 3ars important goal of remaving sany of the
cthsr contaslhants of the alr quality o zrqate & safa and '
Nealthy anvireanant for all wvarkera.
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Sutright prohibicion of & bebavior disapproved of by kie

Sugesn General sewma to be the gesl of his conclusicns. Ths
Sanigqration of isprevad enginsering controls dods a trazendaps
disservice ua all wsrkers vha ars conmasynad abeut safe gnd

bhealthy wark sanvirnnments,
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