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Book-list project
a priority for
TCU Senate
BY

LAURA HERMAN

Daily Editorial Board

ALI MEHLSAK/TUFTS DAILY

Cabot Auditorium hosted many EPIIC events over the weekend (pictured). See page three for additional EPIIC coverage.

Iranian Nobel Peace Prize laureate speaks at Tufts
Ebadi delivers EPIIC keynote address
BY

MARC RAIFMAN

Daily Editorial Board

“Fear arises when society lacks
freedom and democracy,” 2003
Nobel Peace Prize winner Shirin
Ebadi said.
Ebadi, the first Iranian to win
a Nobel Peace Prize, was an eleventh-hour addition to the 2006
Norris and Margery Bendetson
EPIIC International Symposium’s
program. She addressed a packed
Cabot auditorium in Farsi the
Friday night of Feb. 24. Banafsheh
Keynoush translated.
Ebadi said that governments,
even if democratically elected, do
not have the freedom to violate
citizens’ human rights.
“Governments do not gain
legitimacy ... through the number
of votes they receive,” she said.
“[They] do not have the right to
take away the legitimate rights of
their people.”
She used Adolph Hitler and
Benito Mussolini as examples
of leaders who were voted into
power but were frequent violators
of basic human rights.

According to Ebadi, some
Middle Eastern governments
installed and backed by the
United States have not enjoyed
legitimacy among their own people. Ebadi said that legitimacy is
created only when “human rights,
regulations and laws” are combined with democracy.
Ebadi went on to discuss the
power of media censorship and
how the media can propagate fear
among members of a population.
She used the example of the
anthrax-filled letters mailed to
various media organizations
in the weeks following Sept. 11,
which spawned countless public images of people in chemicalresistant masks rooting through
mail for future threats.
“These images were so exaggerated that it created fear within society,” she said, calling the
proliferation of such images an
attempt to “mobilize public opinion for war.”
At the time, Ebadi noticed
friends in the U.S. examining their
see EBADI, page 2
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Shirin Ebadi speaks to Cabot Auditorium Friday night.

The Tufts University Bookstore isn’t
putting Buck-A-Book out of business
yet, but the Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Senate is working on a plan that
would give students more options to
find reasonably priced textbooks.
In the past, professors have been
encouraged to submit their book lists
directly to the bookstore, but next
semester the TCU Senate plans to collect book requests directly from professors and compile them in an online
database.
The database will then be forwarded
to the bookstore, which will make it
available to students before the start of
the semester.
Senator John Valentine, a senior, is
spearheading the project. He said the
new approach will be labor-intensive
for the Senate, since senators, rather
than bookstore staff, will collect and
sort book list information.
“This year’s push is bigger than ever.
It used to be just a speech and e-mails,
but now we have a whole subcommittee [for the book-list project] because
we think it is just that important,”
Valentine said.
The subcommittee has divided
responsibility for different academic
departments among its five members.
They plan to contact each professor to
encourage them to submit their book
selections early.
On Mar. 1, Valentine will present the
project to the faculty of the Schools
of Arts, Sciences and Engineering at
a scheduled faculty meeting. When
book buyback was discussed at a similar meeting last year, the bookstore
received 10 percent of its book requests
by the following day.
The subcommittee also plans to
pass out business-sized information
cards about the new Senate-run initiative in the campus center and dining
halls. Students will then be asked to
pass the information cards along to
their professors, encouraging them to
submit their book selections. Valentine
said he hopes the publicity push will
demonstrate student support for the
project.
The subcommittee intends to collect all book selections by the end of
March and to post the information
see BOOK LIST, page 2
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INSIDE
Run, don’t walk to “Running
Scared.”
see ARTS, page 5
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BY

PAUL LEMAISTRE

Contributing Writer

INDEX
News | Features 1
Weekender 5
Editorial | Letters 8
Viewpoints 9
Glocal 11
National 15
International 21
Comics 28
Classifieds 29
Sports Back page

tuftsdaily.com

The emergence of the avian influenza
virus in Southeast Asia and parts of Europe
has caused widespread concern about its
possible arrival in the United States. Last
COURTESY TUFTS
November, President Bush requested $7.1
billion in emergency funding from Congress to support initiatives in
a national strategy against the virus. The most prominent of these
initiatives includes the development of flu vaccines by the Center for
Disease Control as well as the spending of over $250 million to help
international partners in preventing and controlling the spread of
the virus. The federal government’s strategy has met with criticism
from some members of the scientific community, who allege that
it is not doing enough to counter the threat at its roots. This week,
the Daily talks to the director of Tufts’ community health program,
Professor Edith Balbach, an expert on public policy and health care
strategies.

Paul Lemaistre: It is uncertain whether or not the avian flu virus
will become a pandemic in the U.S., but there are arguments
within the scientific community that there is a strong likelihood sometime in the future. Are these arguments realistic?
Edith Balbach: There will be a flu pandemic sometime in your
lifetime in the United States. I’m not going to say that it will be
this particular strain of flu, [but] it’s just inevitable that there are
going to be flu pandemics, because the flu virus is easily caught
and transported. Will this particular pandemic get to the U.S. in
a bird? It could happen. Most water fowl don’t cross the Pacific
or Atlantic oceans. They don’t go that way. If you look at bird
flyways they are north to south. The way that it would get here
would probably be through Alaska and through that direction.
It’s possible that it could get here in an exotic bird, but most
exotic birds don’t get into close enough contact with other birds
to [get infected]. It is easier for the flu to move within human
beings than it is within birds ... most types of influenzas don’t
move across species. You have to be within quite intimate contact
with birds or other animals to catch the virus. Robert Blendon of
Harvard University [conducted] a survey that showed 46 percent
of Americans would stop eating poultry if the bird virus showed
up in birds in the United States. There is no way that the chicken
you find in the grocery store, wrapped in cellophane, is going
to have any flu threat. It is ... far from being a living bird at that
point.
see IN DEPTH, page 2
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Human rights attorney says fear
focused on Islam ‘has no basis’

Book-list project ‘mutually beneficial’

EBADI

online by the end of April. The group
hopes to eventually add class syllabi and
professor ratings to the database.
Senate historian and senior Ed
Kalafarski has high hopes for the success
and future growth of the project. “I would
certainly use [the database] because it’s so
much easier when you know in advance
what [the books] are going to be,” he
said.
Most Tufts students purchase their
books from a combination of sources,
including textbook Web sites and the
University bookstore. Valentine said
the service should provide another useful resource for students looking to save
money on books.
The Senate has not yet notified the
bookstore of its plans, but when asked
about the proposal, Bookstore Manager
Ron Gill said he thought it would have a
positive effect.
“Anything that is going to enable us to
benefit the students, we’re going to be
behind it,” Gill said, adding that previous
interaction with the Senate on issues like
this has been helpful.
“There has been a lot of cooperation in
past years from the student senate, like
last year when they hand-delivered book
orders to the departments,” he said. “This
effort enabled us to increase buyback [in
2005] by 100 percent from the previous
year.”
Neither the Senate nor the bookstore

continued from page 1

mail fearfully. “When I asked them what
they were afraid of, [they responded],
‘Don’t you watch television?’”
Ebadi also blamed the media for
reporting Muslim criminals as “Islamic
terrorists,” while reporting non-Muslim
criminals simply as criminals. She called
such reporting an attempt to make people
accept the “clash of civilizations,” a phrase
coined by Harvard professor Samuel
Huntington to illustrate a modern fundamental conflict between Eastern Islamic
and Western secular societies.
“[People’s] wrongful acts relate to them,
not their religion,” she said.
Ebadi then turned her focus to the
attacks and attackers of Sept. 11. “Those
are groups who have misused the name
of Islam,” she said.
She sympathized with the families
of victims, but questioned whether the
attacks would have occurred in the first
place if the U.S. had not financed the
Taliban to defend against the Soviet Union
in 1980s Afghanistan.

“

Muslims lived peacefully for centuries
with Christians and Jews.
We can be friends, let us
not be afraid of each other.
Shiran Ebadi
2003 Nobel Peace Prize Winner

”

She followed the translation of this
statement with a pause, then said that
she hopes her “fellow researchers [will]
look more deeply into questions such as
these.”
She also referred to U.S. support of
Saddam Hussein in the 1980s during the
Iran-Iraq war, and said that her fellow
countrymen still suffer from the effects of
chemical weapons used in that conflict.
“It was Europe and the U.S. that provided [Iraq] with those weapons,” she said.
Assisting dictatorships “is like holding the
gun to ourselves.”
In terms of Islam’s compatibility with
democracy, Ebadi said she believes that
democratization in the Middle East is feasible.
“Islam is open to various interpretations,” she said, emphasizing that problems with Middle Eastern governments
are primarily political and not directly
related to the interpretation of any religion.
Ebadi concluded her address with the
hope that the media will “not create fear
unnecessarily.”
“Muslims lived peacefully for centu-

BOOK LIST
continued from page 1

ries with Christians and Jews. We can be
friends, let us not be afraid of each other,”
she said, insisting that fear focused on
Islam “has no basis.”
Five cadets from the West Point Military
Academy and five midshipmen from the
U.S. Naval Academy attended the symposium as official guests. These students and
their faculty advisers had mixed reactions
to Ebadi’s speech, but generally admired
her efforts and courage.
They each emphasized that their comments were only representative of their
personal opinions, and not of the U.S.
military
Dr. Thomas Stockton, faculty adviser
to the West Point cadets, said that Ebadi
“represents the humanistic strain of Islam
that most of us aren’t exposed to” and
that is often not portrayed by mainstream
media.
Her speech was welcome, he said, in
light of the enduring impact of the of
1979 Iranian Hostage Crisis on many
Americans’ current views of Iran.
At the same time, such views on Iran
may not have been completely understood
by people who did not live in America
during the crisis, suggested Stockton.
“We need to understand the nature of
her country, and she needs to understand
the nature of ours,” Stockton said.
West Point cadet Chris Ustler hopes
that people will listen to both sides of the
issues that Ebadi discussed, but agreed
with much of what she said.
“It’s always terrorism, terrorism, terrorism,” he said. “It creates an atmosphere
that if we don’t do something right away,
the world will end.”
He said government propagation of
the fear of terrorism in the U.S. can be
compared to widespread fear in Syria and
Lebanon that the West threatens Islam.
U.S. Naval Academy midshipman
Anthony Perez admired Ebadi’s “courage
to stand up for her beliefs,” but said that
her arguments were “not always fair,” in
pinning the United States as the center of
many ongoing international conflicts.
According to Perez, the media had the
right to portray the anthrax threat in the
way they did because it presented a risk
to their own operations.
Ebadi currently lectures at Tehran
University in Iran. As an Iranian lawyer
and human rights activist — and the first
female judge in Iran’s history — she advocated peaceful and democratic strategies
to bring basic human rights to those on
the margins of Iranian society.
Former EPIIC student Negar Razavi
and current EPIIC student Meena Bhasin,
both seniors who worked on the Tufts
Iran Dialogue Initiative in 2004, presented Ebadi with the Jean Mayer Global
Citizenship Award, an award granted each
year by the Institute for Global Leadership
that honors strong commitment to
democracy and global citizenship worldwide.
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Gimme my money
The University’s Board of Trustees
approved Tufts’ latest budget, making no changes to the amount allotted to financial aid, much to the Tufts
Community Union Senate’s chagrin.
But the Senate said it would continue
to push for financial aid at the state
level because if Mass. Governor Michael
Dukakis’ state budget is passed, Tufts
stood to lose approximately $500,000 in
state-funded aid.

MARKETS

The Senate’s Administration and
Finance Trustee Representative, Matt
Freedman, said he was disappointed
that the amount of financial aid
remained unchanged in the University’s
budget, but felt that the Senate’s proposal would still be considered in the
future. The Senate discussed ways to
get its message across, either by lobbying, rallying or writing letters to state
representatives and officials.

WEATHER FORECAST

Wednesday

believes the plan will divert much business from the bookstore.
“We don’t think that [if students opt to
order] books online they are going to be
much cheaper,” Gill said, adding that as
long as the bookstore’s buyback program
continues to be successful, there should
be competitive prices on campus.
Rather, the arrangement would be
mutually beneficial. “If you bought a $100
book, [the bookstore would] give you $50
[at buy-back],” Gill said. “Then [the bookstore would] sell it used for $75. You save
half your money and the next student
saves a quarter of theirs.”
According to Gill, the buyback program
is mutually beneficial because it allows
students to save money by both selling
used books, and buying them for lower
prices. “You’re not going to accomplish
this anywhere else,” he said.
“[Buyback] has grown, we’re continuing
to see growth, and with a concerted effort
by both the students and faculty to ensure
that the book orders are in on time, we
can help everyone save,” he said.
The Senate’s compilation of booklists
will be available before the bookstore
accesses the information to determine its
buyback policy.
“We hope that we will be successful
enough that this will be continued and
become a tradition,” Valentine said.
Professors are encouraged to e-mail their
book selections to tuftsbooklist@gmail.
com in order to participate in the
project.

To combat bird flu, international
cooperation is necessary, Balbach says
IN DEPTH
continued from page 1

PL: Have government efforts to develop
vaccines for a possible flu pandemic,
whether it is the Avian Influenza (H5N1)
or not, been sufficient?
EB: Not really. The technology for making
flu vaccines hasn’t changed in 50 years.
It still involves isolating an active virus.
[In February] there will be a big meeting at the Center for Disease Control
(CDC) where a group of experts around
the United States will get together and
try to determine which influenza strains
will be around next winter [and will try
to develop a vaccine]. In Bush’s recent flu
budget he actually did include [funding]
for improved vaccine production. But
that’s just the production end. On the
supply end, we don’t have many vaccine
makers in the world anymore, and even
less in the United States. Vaccines are not
high money makers for pharmaceutical
firms... the economic incentives for creating vaccines are not strong compared
to those medications that you take every
day for the rest of your life. So in terms of
policy responses we have to put money
into vaccine development, and we have
to put in some kind of incentives for companies to make these things which could
mean protecting them.
PL: Should the government allocate
money solely to vaccine development
and distribution, or should it invest in
other efforts like customs controls at
airports and seaports? Does the federal
government have to work overseas and
foster more international coordination
for these health efforts?
EB: Actually the most efficient thing that
you can do is to isolate the infected,
whether it is a bird or a human or anything else. Quarantining the rest of us,

Thursday

killing the entire bird flock, those are not
really economically efficient things to do.
The most efficient thing we can be doing
is everything we can to work with bird
populations in Asia, because that’s where
this epidemic is really focused. Another
policy area we need to look at [is] international cooperation in terms of finding out
where is the epidemic right now and seeing if there is something we can do about
it. Waiting for it to affect human forms in
the U.S. is a really slow way to react.
PL: What role could humanitarian agencies in the U.S. assume in combating the
spread of the virus and distributing vaccines and other healthcare?
EB: What we really lack in the US...is [an
effective] medical care system. People
don’t die of flu per se ... what happens is
that your body becomes so weakened so
you become vulnerable to other things.
What we really need to do is administer
really good care of people. We have so
many hospitals that have closed. I worry
a great deal that we won’t have the capacity to provide the medical care to people
who will need it under these conditions.
PL: Is there a need for vaccinations for
the Tufts student population? Is Tufts
properly equipped?
EB: I wouldn’t worry about flu vaccines,
particularly in the student population at
Tufts. For the most part we worry about
flu vaccines for the elderly and for the
very young and the chronically ill — the
people who won’t be able to survive the
first onslaught and live through it. I’ve
never got a flu vaccine in my life; I always
thought the side effects would be greater
than any risk I’m going to get from the flu.
The number one thing you want to do is
keep yourself generally healthy.

Friday

Yesterday’s close


7.37

DOW JONES
11,061.85



NASDAQ

7.72

2,287.04

Today
Monday, January 27
Sunny

Partly Cloudy
37/29

Rain / Snow
38/27

Partly Cloudy
35/22

Sunrise: 6:23 AM
Sunset: 5:31 PM

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Sunny
33/24

Mostly Sunny
37/31

Sunny
29/18

Mostly sunny and brisk. Cold
with highs in the mid 20s. West
winds 15 to 25 mph. Wind chill
values as low as 16 below in the
morning.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“

They also used
real guns but
replaced the lead with
paint, which hurt.

”

Daniel Crenshaw,
In the Navy soon: Daniel
Crenshaw will make the leap
from Jumbo to SEAL

see page 4
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Shifting Paradigms: The
Changing Nature of Terrorists
and States

ALI MEHLSAK/TUFTS DAILY

Colonel John Alexander of the U.S. Army reminded the audience
that terrorism is not the only military threat in today’s world.
This panel, held the night of Saturday, Jan. 25, discussed the nature of international law and warfare.
Panelists focused on the current international environment, the limits of sovereignty and the means by which
states can cope with the threat of terrorism.
The panel’s title, “Shifting Paradigms,” acknowledged
that traditional ‘states’ may no longer be the principal
actors in today’s new global arrangement.
Jack Blum, former special counsel to the U.S. Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, said that today’s situation
involves not only sovereign states, but also international
groups that cannot be neatly affiliated with state governments.
“The minute you’ve got cross-border crime you have a
maze of complexities,” Blum said.
According to Blum, the global community needs a
legal recourse that falls short of invasion for states dealing with international terrorists. Blum called full-blown
military engagement “crude and counterproductive.”
He said, however, that some more moderate military
options may be necessary to apprehend international
criminals and diffuse potential crises — in short, even
sovereignty can have its limits.
States must be willing to “surrender some measure
of sovereignty so we don’t end up with criminal states...
where the only solution is invasion,” Blum said.
Walter Gary Sharp, retired Lieutenant Colonel of the
U.S. Marine Corps, began his segment by asking provocative questions about the rights of sovereign states and
their authority to act.
“The nature of terrorists and the nature of states are
changing,” he said.
Sharp identified three “immutable principles of law”
that were currently pertinent to the situation. These
included a nation-state’s inherent right to self-defense, a
see PARADIGM, page 4

The Necessity of Torture? Ethics
and Utility
Six speakers tackled the
contentious issue of torture in a
panel on Saturday, Feb. 25.
Tufts and EPIIC alumna
Allison Cohen (LA ‘98), the first
panelist to speak, vehemently
advocated an unconditional
end to torture, highlighting
the poor quality of information derived from torture, the
dehumanizing nature of torture
and the risks of reciprocal mistreatment for a nation’s own
soldiers.
Cohen, an international
human rights officer at the
Jacob Blaustein Institute for the
Advancement of Human Rights,
also said that the U.S. is fighting for “fundamental values of
freedom and human rights,”
and that using torture contradicts those values.
Mort Rosenblum, former
International Herald Tribune
chief editor, discussed the
torture he has personally witnessed around the world in
the Congo, Singapore and
Argentina.
“I’ve never seen a situation
where, I think, it works. Instead,
it creates hatred and resentment,” Rosenblum said. “The
real victim of torture is the society that condones it.”
Hentie Botha discussed his
experience as a perpetrator of

torture during his 25 years as
a member of South Africa’s
National Police force. At a time
when the National Police set
out to squelch civil unrest under
apartheid, Botha said torture
was a typical part of “the combating of crime” in the police
force.
According to Botha, older
officers passed on the practice
to younger officers. Senior officers usually turned a blind eye
to the practice, he said.
“I did it without getting any
pleasure from it,” Botha said.
“In your own mind, you justified being involved... it became
a vicious cycle. Never were you
questioned in what you did.”
Mac Maharaj, a member of
the African National Congress
Negotiating Team, said that the
right to life and human dignity
are compromised through torture. Maharaj suggested that
nations should ask whether the
benefits of torture outweigh its
costs, and whether it can really
attain “otherwise unobtainable” information.
David Kretzmer, visiting
professor of international law
at the Fletcher School for Law
and Diplomacy, discussed the
see TORTURE, page 4
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The Role of the Media: Agent of Knowledge or of Fear?
British reporters are nasty; American reporters are soft
— at least, that was the general consensus reached at the
end of this Friday, Feb. 26 panel.
While debate over the press etiquette provoked chuckles from both panelists and audience members, the major
media figures assembled assumed a serious tone as they
addressed the media’s responsibility in today’s volatile
world.
“The media aids and abets the dissemination of fear,
and in doing so is simply doing its job of reporting,” said
Benjamin Pogrund, former deputy editor of the Rand Daily
Mail.
Jacob Silberberg (A’02), the only American photographer currently stationed in Iraq, presented a slideshow of
his photographs, speculating about what the people in
the photographs were thinking and feeling.
“People are afraid of many things,” he said, noting
that deciphering human fear is nearly impossible, because
“it’s too complex, it’s too mixed, it’s too nuanced.”
According to Charles Sennott, former Boston Globe
bureau chief for London and the Middle East, the media
needs to respond to questions of fear and press objectivity.
“There’s this notion of [the media as] a neutral conduit
that’s going to throw out questions, but there need to be
answers,” Sennot said.
Panelists agreed that the media should offer on-thescene coverage when reporting on foreign affairs.
“If we’re not there, you’re not there,” said Mort
Rosenblum, former chief correspondent for the Associated
Press.

An EPIIC roundup

“We’re constantly going into the places everyone is
running from,” Sennott said. He admitted, however, that
safety concerns for himself and his family forced him
to leave his post in Israel to report from the less-volatile
London.
Sennott said that the current quality of reporting in Iraq
has suffered as a result of the paralyzing security concerns
there, which in his view were merited.
Panelists also discussed what level of fear the press has
a right to raise in the public. “Fear is a healthy emotion,”
Pogrund said.
According to Pogrund, the press must ask itself whether its coverage is responsible and “doing the public a service.” He said that newspapers are faced with the need to
turn a profit, which can lead to unfortunate compromises
in depth and complexity in their coverage.
“People watch, read and listen because horrible things
happen,” he said, and reporting on horrible things is the
“cheapest, easiest way to build up circulation.” Sennott
added that as more and more newspapers go corporate,
they must produce larger profit margins than before in
order to attract and retain shareholders.
According to Sennott, newspapers used to make a four
to five percent profit, but more and more are pushing into
double digit profit margins, some even above 20 percent.
Marc Sommers, professor of humanitarian studies at
the Fletcher School, also sat on the panel.
The panel was moderated by junior Matthew Benson
and sophomore Vijaylaxsmi Kesavan.
- Kristen Sawicki

The Daily brings you the highlights
of this weekend’s symposium

Causes and Consequences of Anti-Americanism
Professor Gwyn Prins, alliance
research professor at the London
School of Economics, began a panel
discussion the night of Thursday Feb.
23 on anti-Americanism.
Prins began his talk in the ancient
world when the Athenians, the great
power of the time, took over the
small island of Milos. Prins highlighted parallels in power dynamics that
persist over centuries.
“The point is the powerful do
what they can do, and the weak
put up with what they have to put
with,” he said.
Prins discussed various sources of,
and solutions to, the problem of antiAmericanism.
According to Prins, one source of
the problem is that the current U.S.
foreign policy “must have absolute
control over what it perceives to be
its security borders.” He said that
one way to dilute anti-American feelings would be to reduce dependence
on foreign oil by moving towards
more alternative energy sources.
Tufts History Professor Peter Winn
spoke next, focusing on the history
of anti-Americanism in Latin America.
Hostility towards the U.S. is not just
a “temporary reflex to one specific
event,” he said.
He urged the U.S. to reflect on
its past interventions around the
world and closed with a quote from
George Santayana: “Those who
cannot learn from the past are condemned to repeat it.”
Political Science Professor Malik
Mufti focused his attention on the
Middle East. According to Mufti, fear

is the force behind anti-Americanism
in the region.
“[Iraqis] fear that Americans
would stay there indefinitely,”
he said, noting that Iraqis do not
necessarily support an immediate
withdrawal of American troops and
the potential further deterioration in
security that could accompany this.
John Moore spoke next as a head
official for IFES, a major democratic assistance organization. Moore
questioned the “military approach to
assistance development,” favoring a
humanitarian approach instead.
Senior Nora Elmarzouky, member of the EPIIC colloquium and an
Egyptian-American, then discussed
the findings of her research in Egypt.
She interviewed over 40 Egyptians
about their opinions of the U.S. and
how these opinions were formed.
Every person she spoke to,
Elmarzouky said, made a point to
draw the distinction between “the
American people and the American
government.” She found that
U.S. foreign policy was “the main
determinant for shaping opinions”
towards the U.S.
Nathaniel Fick, former U.S.
Marines captain, spoke about
his experiences while stationed
in Afghanistan. He highlighted
the problematic fact that the first
Americans that Afghans saw were
soldiers, leaving a lasting impression
of hostility.
According to Fick, increased diversity and know-how of military personnel could help address this problem. The military needs to employ

ISABELLE MILLS-TANNENBAUM

Professor Gwyn Prins, alliance
research professor at the London
School of Economics, discusses
sources of anti-Americanism.
people with more exposure to world
cultures, he said, allowing for a better “public interface between the
United States and the rest of the
world.”
Thomas E. Stocking, State
Department visiting professor at the
U.S. Military Academy, further discussed the idea that people around
the world may not like America, but
they like Americans.
“There’s no better ambassador for
America than other Americans,” he
said.
The panel was moderated by
senior Stephan Vitvitsky and freshman Jason Hill.
- Victoria Kabak

Fault Lines: Tension Between Security and Civil Liberties
A panel that consisted mostly of attorneys
discussed various international efforts to balance
security concerns and civil rights on Friday evening, Feb. 24.
Professor Gwyn Prins, alliance research professor in the London School of Economics, gave a
wide overview of the problem at hand.
He began with a brief look at the allegations
of arbitrary detainment in the U.S. Naval Base at
Guantánamo Bay, placing it in historical context
by comparing it with other cases of detainment.
Prins’ father was among those who fled the
Netherlands for England during the Nazi occupation of Europe. These people were subsequently
held on the Island of Man as refugees, an example of a de jure (with legal precedent) detainment
in time of war.
He contrasted that example with the actions
of the Metropolitan Police in the wake of the
London subway bombings last year. Police closed
off entire Pakistani-Muslim neighborhoods around

London and removed people from their homes for
questioning.
Instances such as the London case, like the
allegations of detainment in the U.S. base at
Guantánamo Bay, claim a murkier legal mandate
than detainments at the Island of Man.
They, too, exemplify the increasingly difficult
choices that countries must make in the face of
global terrorism.
“We have a choice of greater or lesser evils,”
Prins said, referring to democratic countries’
efforts to use appropriate force to combat their
enemies without undermining their own values.
“The price of freedom is constant vigilance,”
Prins said, “vigilance over our enemies and vigilance over ourselves.”
Ruth Levush, senior law specialist on Israel for
the Law Library of Congress, spoke on similar
see LIBERTIES, page 4
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IN OUR MIDST

In the Navy soon: Daniel Crenshaw will
make the leap from Jumbo to SEAL
...feed your parents
through a shopping spree

A

fter you made Dean’s List last semester,
your parents agreed to a little shop-

ping excursion, their treat. But that walk down
Newbury Street tends to work up quite an appetite.
Give your parents — and their wallet — a
break and stop for a relaxing lunch at one of the
many cafes during your shopping spree.
If it’s a nice day, my favorite is Stephanie’s on
Newbury, at 190 Newbury St. It may be crowded, but just a bit of the upscale comfort food
makes the wait worthwhile. Request a table
on the patio— the crowd passing by makes for
entertaining people watching. A table inside by
the window also serves as a warmer alternative.
After you’ve nibbled on warm French bread
and scones, you have to decide what to order.
My favorites are the Signature Salads. The pecan
crusted warm goat cheese salad ($14.95) is an
excellent concoction of varying textures and
tastes. The creamy cheese compliments the
crispy greens and crunchy pecans while the
sweet pears enhance the flavor of the robust
balsamic vinaigrette.
The grilled tenderloin salad ($15.95) is another pleaser with its succulent sliced beef and
crumbled Gorgonzola cheese. It is the perfect
excuse to slip some red meat into your lunch
fare. And you won’t feel bad as you crunch on
the accompanying mixed field greens, tomatoes
and crispy shallots.
If salads are not your forte, the open-faced
Thanksgiving sandwich ($15.95) will bring you
back home for the holidays with its roasted
turkey, vibrant cranberry sauce, gravy and cornbread stuffing. Or, try an adult version of the
chicken finger plate with the fried chicken tortilla wrap ($13.95). Buttermilk fried chicken,
red onion and fresh lettuce provide the perfect
crunch to the accompanying ham and warm
cheddar all wrapped in a tomato tortilla.
If it’s too cold to dine al fresco, duck into
Louis Boston, 234 Berkeley St. and get a table
at Restaurant L. A less popular lunch destination than Stephanie’s, the wait will probably be
minimal, much like the décor. The red accents,
however, create a warm feeling similar to the
creative Asian inspired dishes.
A particularly warming dish is the restaurant’s lunch version of customary miso soup
($18). The “miso” broth is just salty enough to be
satisfying without leaving your palette craving
water for the rest of your shopping journey. And
if you spill a little while slurping the flavorsome
soba noodles, you can always change into that
polo mom just purchased for you at Lacoste.
The Thai beef salad ($15) is a delicious combination of thinly sliced beef, onions and cashews.
The lemongrass sauce is reminiscent of a lighter
version of the rich Thai cuisine I often sampled
while studying abroad. But true salad lovers
beware: there is no lettuce in this “salad.”
Another superb beef dish is the kobe beef
burger ($24), not surprising since it is made with
one of the finest Asian beefs available. The cinnamon pickles, however, make the dish unique
and add just enough zing and sweetness to the
traditional fare.
If you want to save room for dinner and
just need a quick pick-me-up, walk down to
Espresso Royale Café on 286 Newbury St.
Located below street level, this cozy European
coffee shop offers sumptuous coffees, teas and
snacks. The warm atmosphere will slow your
heartbeat from the intense shopping and let
you relax among students on their laptops and
professionals grabbing an afternoon snack.
In addition to tasting the café’s extensive
array of coffee blends, take a bite out of one of
the sandwiches, made on fresh bagels or wraps.
The Joy of Soy ($4) will give you just enough
protein to keep going with its mix of tofu and
various veggies. Another protein boost is the
Spicy Chix ($5.90) with slices of roasted chicken,
jalapeño cream cheese, tomato and cucumber.
Wherever you decide to rest your aching
soles, enjoy your day with your parents, and
I can’t wait to see your new purchases on the
Hill.
Sydne Summer is a senior majoring in
English. She can be reached via e-mail at sydne.
summer@tufts.edu.

President of Tufts’ Model UN prepares for active duty
BY

COURTNEY CHUA

Daily Editorial Board

With the May 21 Commencement
date drawing nearer and nearer, members of the Class of 2006 are full of
post-Tufts plans, be they graduate
school, entrance into the professional
world or traveling.
But for Tufts senior Daniel Crenshaw,
graduating from Tufts means becoming a full-fledged member of the
United States Navy.
Crenshaw,
an
International
Relations major, has been involved
in Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
[ROTC] throughout his college years.
This past December, he was informed
of his acceptance into the Navy SEALs
program.
The process involves much commitment and many tests of physical
and mental strength. Last summer,
Crenshaw spent a month in Coronado,
California for the mini-BUD/S — Basic
Underwater Demolition/Seal students
— training program, where he competed and was evaluated alongside
forty other prospective individuals.
“It was hard — some days really
kicked our ass,” he said.
In addition to physical training,
the students spent two weeks helping
official SEALs train. “We were basically their dummies,” Crenshaw said.
“There was lots of hand-to-hand
combat,” he added. “It meant getting shot at, too. They also used real
guns but replaced the lead with paint,
which hurt.”
Last fall, Crenshaw sent the Navy
his “package,” which contained recommendations and other pieces of
his academic work.
He was also required to take a physical fitness test, which involved a 500yard side stroke swim, a mile and a
half run in combat boots and as many
push-ups, sit-ups and pull-ups as he
could do in two minutes.
As strenuous as the process was,
however, Crenshaw says that he has

wanted to be in the Navy for a long
time. “It’s kind of hard to explain why
I wanted to do it — there’s a lot of
reasons. I used to read books about it
in middle school. I guess I really like
the need to compete and be the best.
There’s definitely a patriotic sense to
it, too.”
The day before graduation,
Crenshaw will be commissioned to go
on active duty and will then move to
California.
After graduating from the BUDs
program, he will go through official
SEAL training, where he will work
with a platoon to do more specialized
work. He will then be deployed to
active duty.
Crenshaw has no other family members involved in the military, which
perhaps explains why some of his
family is a little worried about him.
Despite qualms, all are still very supportive of his pursuits.
When asked for his own feelings on
the war in Iraq, Crenshaw is a hesitant
to express his views. Because personal
feelings do not represent those of the
Navy, he wants “to steer away from
publicizing any opinions about it.”

There was lots of
hand-to-hand combat. It meant getting shot
at, too.

“

”

Daniel Crenshaw,
Senior

“I’m not against the war, though,”
Crenshaw added.
In addition to his involvement in the
ROTC, Crenshaw is a member of the
Director’s Leadership Council, a group
that acts as a liaison between students
and professors in the International
Relations Department.
He is also the president of Model

COURTESY DANIEL CRENSHAW

Only months away from being a SEAL,
Crenshaw already looks the part in his
Navy uniform.
UN at Tufts and has been to Model
UN conferences at McGill University
in Montreal and Harvard University.
Looking back at his experiences
over the past four years, Crenshaw
admits that it was hard for him to
balance his school work with ROTC
responsibilities.
“I had to take another class for it at
MIT and it was difficult to get there
and back twice a week,” he said.
“But like any other club, it’s as much
work as you’re willing to put into it,”
he added.
The Navy, he believes, is a different community than any other in the
military, which is perhaps what draws
him to it the most.
“It’s laid back yet intense at the
same time,” he said. “They tell you
that it’s 90 percent mental and 10
percent physical, which is very true.
It just comes down to how hard you
want it.”

PARADIGM

TORTURE

continued from page 3

continued from page 3

state’s right to use all elements of its national power
to defend itself and, lastly, the current lack of any
body of law that can coherently address the current
terrorism situation.
Sharp implored the global community to seek
clarification of the term “war on terror,” stressing that differentiating between an armed conflict
and an issue of law enforcement “defines the legal
authority that our national government has” and
holds serious domestic implications.
Sharp said that the so-called “war on terror” is a
misnomer, and that we are no more at war on terror
than at war on a social issue such as teenage pregnancy.
“No matter how terrible it is, it is still a law
enforcement issue,” he said.
Colonel John Alexander of the United States
Army recognized the amorphous nature of terrorist
threats, but also reminded the audience that terrorism is not the only military threat in today’s world.
“We cannot disregard traditional warfare threats
that are out there,” he said.
Junior Peter Maher and sophomore Jaclyn
Silbermann, who conducted research in Israel and
the West Bank on Hamas over winter break, presented their work.
— Bruce Hamilton

making and the breaking of international laws against torture.
“In trying to provide legal justification for the use of such methods,
[lawyers] are accomplices,” Kretzmer said. “The only thing to do at
this present time is to stick by international standards” maintained
by the Geneva Conventions and international human rights groups.
The final panelist to speak was Art Gibb, U.S. Navy commander
and associate chairman of the department of political science at
the U.S. Naval Academy. He posed questions and ideas to the
panel in his role as “discussant.”
Gibb said speaking out against torture is easy in the abstract,
but “harder in reality” in a situation when torture is recognized as
an effective tool. He also compared certain types of torture to fraternity hazing and reality TV “challenges.”
In response to this panel, US Naval Academy midshipman
Anthony Perez said that the U.S. military is too often accused of
using torture — a charge that it does not deserve. “We don’t torture,” he said.
When asked if questions about torture should center more
around Central Intelligence Agency (C.I.A.) practices than U.S. military practices, U.S. Naval Academy midshipman Chris Morales said,
“Yes, without a doubt.”
Both students stressed that they were speaking on their own
behalf, not on behalf of the Naval Academy.
Opening remarks were delivered by EPIIC Director Sherman
Teichman, EPIIC Colloquium member Julia Clark and U.S. Naval
Academy midshipman Dan Sherman.
— Victoria Kabak

LIBERTIES
continued from page 3

themes in the context of Israel.
A country beset by terrorist
threats from its inception, Israel has
a long history of coping with the
balance between security and personal rights.
Levush focused on the No. 300
Bus Affair and the Nasfu Case, two
incidents that helped expose the
Israeli General Security Service’s
(GSS) use of torture and systemic
false testimony in order to achieve

its aims.
This use of torture to elicit confessions, combined with subsequent
perjury by government officers, led
to the 1984 Convention Against
Torture and a reform of the GSS.
Until that time, Levush said, the
interrogation methods of Israeli
security forces were unregulated and
“torture led to perjury in court.”
“Security measures should not
preempt civil liberties, [they] should
be balanced against them,” Levush
said.
Other panelists included for-

mer Associate Professor of Law
at the University of Hong Kong
Bryan Bachner, Senior Foreign
Law Specialist on Greece and
the European Union Theresa
Papademetriou, former Associate
Professor of Commercial and
Corporate Law at the University of
Buenos Aires Gracieal RodriguezFerrand and Senior Foreign Law specialist on Russia Peter Roudik.
The panel was moderated by
sophomores Jessica Anderson and
Anna Gollub.
— Anthony McGovern
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MOVIE REVIEW

Paul Walker picks up the pace with ‘Running Scared’
BY

KRISTIN GORMAN
Daily Staff Writer

The brief description reads:
“Action flick starring Paul Walker.”
How unfortunate: another super-

Running Scared
Starring Paul Walker, Vera
Farminga, Cameron Bright
Directed by Wayne Kramer

ficial slew of blood and guts
featuring one of Hollywood’s
many washed-up, untalented
actors. Who would ever suspect
that Wayne Kramer’s new film
“Running Scared” could not only
provide an intricate, engaging
plotline, but also impress with
outstanding cinematography
and showcase Paul Walker at his
unanticipated best?
Joey Gazelle (played by Paul
Walker) lives in a modest neighborhood with his loving wife
Teresa (Vera Farmiga) and mis-

chievous 10-year-old son Nicky
(Alex Neuberger). On the side, he
spends his time covering up the
footsteps of his mobster counterparts.
As Joey innocently stashes
dirty weapons previously used to
murder cops in his basement, his
Russian neighbor Ivan Yugorsky
(John Noble) manufactures crystal meth while habitually abusing his wife and stepson, Oleg
(Cameron Bright). As different as
their lovely circumstances may
seem, the two families have one
connection: Oleg is Nicky’s best
friend.
Proving once again that everyone in Texas probably shouldn’t
have a gun, Oleg catches Joey
stashing a snub-nosed .38 that
happens to be a critical piece
of evidence linking his mob to
a police shoot-out. In a whirlwind of fear, hatred and loyalty,
Oleg shoots his stepfather in the
shoulder and runs away, beginning one of the most horrifying
chains of events ever to happen
to a 10-year-old in the history of

NEW LINE CINEMA

Paul Walker takes playing “Duck Hunt” very seriously.
film.
As Joey sets out to recover
Oleg and the gun to avoid being
sentenced to life or killed by his

ALBUM REVIEW

mobster cronies, he sinks deeper
into the web of lies and deceit
surrounding the actions of his
“friends” and grows closer to los-

ing not only the weapon but perhaps his family and most definitely his life.
see RUNNING, page 7

RESTAURANT REVIEW

You wouldn’t want to ‘Destroy’ New restaurant gets up in your Grille
these ‘Rubies;’ Bejar impresses
BY

MARTY SATTELL

Daily Staff Writer

Very infrequently can a single record
combine superiorly-crafted lyrics, outstanding vocals and cohesive instrumen-

Rubies
Destroyer

Merge Records

tal elements. In the span of a sparse ten
songs and fifty-three minutes, Destroyer’s
new release, “Destroyer’s Rubies,” does
just that.
Vancouver-based Destroyer is frontmanned by New Pornographer Dan Bejar.
Despite Bejar’s incessant assurances otherwise, he alone is truly Destroyer. Indeed,
the indie-pop outfit has seen a variety of
members come and go, but the group has
always been Bejar’s brainchild and artistic
conduit.

“Destroyer’s Rubies” marks Bejar’s
eighth release under the Destroyer name.
Over the course of those six LPs (and two
EPs), Bejar has explored myriad musical
styles ranging from his debut “We’ll Build
Them a Golden Bridge” (1996), an electric
folk record, to synth-heavy “Your Blues”
(2004).
Bejar’s artistic genius is far from tapped
dry, though; “Destroyer’s Rubies” may be
the most impressive music he has ever
released. This greatness is due in a large
part to Bejar’s incredible vocal performance. Throughout the album, his voice
offers a variety of styles and nuances,
meshing together with the rest of his
music.
The album begins with title track
“Rubies.” Here, Destroyer ebbs and flows
between gossamer acoustic and melodious electric guitars, presenting the listener with a dramatic and epic feeling.
Organic drums and vibraphone lend a
wispy feel to the song. “Rubies” explores
the full breadth of Bejar’s voice within
see RUBIES, page 7

:JAMES HARRIS/TUFTS DAILY

Sound Bites owner Yasser Mirza is more than happy to make you chicken wings — as long
as you don’t sneak into the back like this.
BY

MICHAEL GARSHICK
Contributing Writer

Ball Square — that place where
everyone goes for karaoke and cheap
drinks on Tuesday nights — has got-

Sound Bites BBQ & Grille
711 Broadway, Ball Square
617-623-9464 (WING)

MERGE RECORDS

Destroyer’s Rubies are actually hidden in that bureau.

ten a new restaurant. Don’t feel remiss
if you failed to notice the construction
and grand opening signs typical of a
new restaurant, because superficially
nothing changed.
Instead, the wing house formally
known as Zing Wingz unceremoniously
became Sound Bites BBQ & Grille (complete with a lingering Zing Wingz sign
above the establishment).
With the advent of the Grille, under
new management and proudly boasting its affiliation with Sound Bites Café
(as if we couldn’t tell by the name),
Somerville and the Tufts community

has finally gotten a decent wing place
and a version of Sound Bites open later
than three p.m.
The wings alluded to in its predecessor’s moniker are again a staple item of
the fledgling establishment’s menu, this
time accompanied by 14 Sound Bites
sauces. Sound Bites wisely decided to
keep those Zing Wingz selections that
are tasty and diverse.
The traditional buffalo sauces range
from weak — for those who can’t handle
much and just like a little flavor — to
AZZ Spanking Buffalo sauce, which,
embarrassingly, kicked this reviewer’s
AZZ.
However, the biggest change is in the
chicken. No longer do the small, pathetic-looking chicken wings of Zing Wingz
stare you in the face, laughing because
they know you won’t be satiated.
Instead, Sound Bites’ new wings are
double the size and damn delicious.
The wings have large portions of meat
and are fried, served crispy and hot.
see SOUND BITES, page 7
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Arts Briefs

According to ‘Running Scared,’ ten-year-olds tote guns

TURNING VIOLENCE INTO POETRY

RUNNING

If you’re a poetry buff, an English
major or both, come on down tonight
and hear poetry the way it’s supposed to
sound: right from the author’s mouth.
Martha Collins, author of the upcoming
“Blue Front,” will be reading selections
from her work.
“Blue Front,” a book-length poem
slated for publication in June, is based
on a lynching that Collins’ father saw
as a child. Her writing has been hailed
for its lyricism as well as factuality; it
confronts a violent past and the moral
reflections that follow.
In addition to her own writing, Collins
has translated several volumes from
Vietnamese. She also teaches creative
writing at Oberlin and founded the creative writing program at UMass Boston.
The event is open to everyone at 6:30
p.m. in East Hall Lounge.

PLOUGHSHARES

TWO HOUSEHOLDS, BOTH ALIKE
IN DIGNITY
When a concert is named “Keep Hope
Alive,” you probably expect it to be
for some worthy cause along the lines
of cancer research or combating world
hunger. But sometimes there are even
bigger issues at hand; problems that
simply must be addressed.
The Keep Hope Alive Concert at the
DCU Center in Worcester on Mar. 3 has
one such problem on its hands: putting
the feud between 50 Cent’s G-Unit and
Jay-Z’s Roc-a-Fella to rest. Apparently,
this feud is so nefarious and detrimental
to humankind that no one even knew it
was going on.
Ambassadors from G-Unit will include
Tony Yayo and Lloyd Banks. Roc-a-Fella
will be represented by Memphis Bleek,
Young Gunz, Freeway and Teairra Marie.
When you buy your ticket ($25 to $63.75),
you will not only be paying the price of
admission, but, more importantly, you
will be keeping hope alive for a whole
new generation of thugs and hustlers.

STIMULATE-LTD

— compiled by Rita Reznikova and
Gregory Connor

continued from page 5

Starting from the moment the credits
hit the screen, it’s surprising that half the
audience doesn’t die from a collective
heart attack. The amount of unrelenting
stress present from scene to scene toes
the line between over-the-top and edgeof-your-seat entertainment.
Director Wayne Kramer achieves indubitable success through his ingenious
handling of cinematography. Unique
scene transitions and manipulation of
color, background and symbols transform
what seems to be a superficial action film
into an admirable piece of art.
The constant action in the film is often
of a particularly disturbing sort. It is rare
to see a film showcasing a 10-year-old
wielding a weapon, but “Running Scared”
drills the image home over and over as
Oleg struggles for his life. Not only does
NEW LINE CINEMA
the storyline include domestic violence
and patricide, but it also brings in prosti- In “Running Scared,” Paul Walker’s annual mattress-flipping goes horribly awry.
tution, child molestation and heroin.
Paul Walker provides an outstanding 13-year-old Cameron Bright projects
The possibility for the action to be too
overwhelming is great, but a combination performance, and, let’s just say, hasn’t the entire mood and themes of the film
of comic relief and reassuring instances lost his looks. Best known for his role in through his outstanding performance
of loyalty, family and friendship success- “The Fast and the Furious” (2001) and as Oleg. In the dark underbelly of the
fully lighten the mood to the point where other intellectual masterpieces like “Meet mob scene, laced with pimps, prostitutes,
the Deedles” (1998) and “Into the Blue” thieves and murderers, Bright’s steely
it is not necessary to hide one’s eyes.
There are prevailing references to John (2005), Walker has not exactly exhibited stare cements the atmosphere of fear,
death and destruction.
Wayne-esque westerns throughout the great skill or depth an as actor.
“Running Scared” delivers a whirlwind
But in “Running Scared,” he has a highfilm, beginning with a tan, slightly blurred
image in the first action sequence mim- ly developed chemistry with every actor of intense action and suspense as promicking the rustic style typical of western with whom he comes into contact. From ised. But surprisingly, it crosses the line
flicks. Kramer carries this motif not only his passionate, sensitive connection to into intellectual stimulation, a goal unatthrough the cinematography but also his wife to his emotional ties with Oleg, tainable by most films of the genre and
through the contrasting characters, cre- Walker’s unyielding subtleties keep an most definitely an accomplishment as yet
ating a thought-provoking commentary otherwise disconnected cast intertwined. unfulfilled by all of Paul Walker’s previous
Putting Haley Joel Osment to shame, cinematographic endeavors.
on the romanticized cowboy figure.

Despite some predictable follies, ‘Rubies’ is a real gem
RUBIES
continued from page 5

one single track. He travels through an
ephemeral falsetto to his patented yelpy
trill and finally to a forcefully confident
cry.
“Your Blood” and “European Oils”
come next. In both of these songs,
Destroyer’s guitar whirls team with a
piano and uniform drumbeat that evoke
both a pop rock and sing-songy feel. Just
as in the opening track, these two songs
are vocally and instrumentally dynamic.
In “Your Blood,” Bejar’s voice wavers
from a nonchalant, conversational tone
to a full-out wail as his voice and the
guitar intertwine; the guitar swells just as
his voice does and conversely telescopes
as Bejar spouts more intimate lyrics.
JUST CONCERTS
In “European Oils,” his voice ranges
Destroyer’s Dan Bejar is recovering after havfrom a mere whisper to a frantic yell in
ing found out that someone just sunk his
conjunction with a similarly deviating
battleship.
guitar. By the end of the song, Destroyer
is in full fanfare with a blaring guitar,
Follies” resembles a lounge song of sorts,
piano, and saxophone.
Bejar begins the fourth track, “Painter complete with cocktail drums, parlor
in Your Pocket,” with a bleating trill remi- piano and saxophone. The elegant chord
niscent of a nasally Colin Meloy. In the progressions and intense bridge of the
beginning of the song, he is accompa- song make for a wholly emotional experinied by a sparse acoustic guitar. But ence.
Although “Looters’ Follies” is the
quite quickly, the song builds into one
of the more intense tracks on the album. album’s second longest track, it is one of
In the final minute and a half, Destroyer the more stagnant ones; the song seems
takes it up one more notch for a final to go on a few minutes too long. Bejar
crescendo, as the instrumentalists begin should have cut the song off after guiplaying harder to mimic Bejar’s increas- tarist Nicholas Bragg’s impressive guitar
solo and at the song’s emotional climax.
ingly loudening vocals.
Midway through the album, “Looters’ Instead, the song more or less repeats the

dynamic of the previous four minutes for
another two and a half.
From then on, Bejar’s musical aptitude
somewhat weakens, as many of the songs
on the latter half of the album are far
less innovative than those on the former.
Repeating his proclivity for providing too
much of a good thing, Bejar isn’t quite
sure when to let go in the slow-moving
finale “Sick Priest Learns to Last Forever,”
which stammers through six minutes of
somewhat boring (albeit eclectic) music.
It would be imprudent not to recognize Bejar’s lyrical effort on “Destroyer’s
Rubies.” Despite having the legacy of
impenetrability, his lyrics are imaginative and impressive. This is best exemplified by songs like “European Oils” (“I
made a tomb for all the incompatible
cells I could take / I brought bells to the
wake”) where his sardonic wit and creativity abound. On “Rubies,” he actually
pens lyrical references to Led Zeppelin
and Otis Redding, among others. He even
incorporates previous Destroyer album
title “Your Blues” into his lyrics.
Although Bejar’s genius may falter
towards the end, it is the first half of
“Destroyer’s Rubies” that shines through,
outweighing second-half missteps. Most
important is Bejar’s versatility as a vocalist and lyricist. Over the course of the
album, there exists a sort of interplay
between Bejar’s vocal charm and the
music to which he sets it; the overall
effect is that his singing seems as integral
to the songs as their driving instrumental
forces.

Grille offers surprisingly healthy fare, excellent chicken
SOUND BITES
continued from page 5

While not perfect due to the
less-than-generous portions
of sauce, they are by far the
best wings within the area.
Aside from wings, Sound
Bites has one other menu
remnant from Zing Wingz
worth mentioning: the “super
roast beef” sandwich. Now,
not all of us are lucky enough
to have experienced Kelly’s
Roast Beef, but Sound Bites
provides a worthy substitute. With the choice of any
buffalo sauce and with roast
beef piled so high the diner’s
hands strain from holding it,

the roast beef sandwiches
alone are worth a trip.
Of course, if you’re not in
the mood for a heart attack,
or just want something a
little bit healthier, Sound
Bites’ menu has a whole four
pages of choices. Healthy
options include the Greek
chicken salad, which, sadly,
isn’t that special: While the
grilled chicken on the salad
is fantastic, the portion size
could be bigger. However,
the menu offers other temping salads, such as mozzarella/tomato and spinach
and pear salads.
With wraps featuring

hummus, veggies, cheese
and grilled chicken, healthy
eaters will be as happy as
wingers. The Grille’s wraps
are nicely sized and have
that fresh pita taste.
Sound Bites also offers a
few items from its traditional
menu “across the way.” The
fruit bowls are as big and
fresh as ever, and the MidEast combo plates look and
taste authentic.
Despite its unappealing décor, Sound Bites has
great wings and a surprisingly diverse selection of
foods. Average prices are $6
for eight wings and $5-$8 for

a wrap (depending its interior). The chicken salads are
a bit pricey at $7-$8 a pop,
and the prices on the rib and
pasta dinners seemed a bit
much (though frankly, perhaps one should be a little
skeptical of ribs and pasta
dishes from a wing house
anyway).
With the changing of the
guard from Zing Wingz to
Sound Bites BBQ & Grille,
the Tufts community finally
has a wing house it can be
proud of, replete with tons of
healthy extras not typically
found in your average wing
house.
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EDITORIAL

Europe should keep hands off of energy market
It is only slightly ironic that as Europe
proceeds on its own path towards opening up energy markets, the man who
spearheaded the initiative in the United
States, former Enron CEO Ken Lay, is sitting on trial.
Market liberalization is a completely different affair in every country and
region, and though the lessons from this
side of the Atlantic do not entirely apply,
regulators must be aware to avoid these
and other pitfalls. While all government
decisions are plagued by the politics of
the day, it must be economics which
dominates the logic of regulators.
Based on the way France and Prime
Minister Dominique de Villepin have
reacted to the Gaz de France (GdF) and
Suez merger, it seems that European
technocracy will develop yet another
convoluted solution which only further
stymies free markets.
De Villepin has announced that he
will allow the GdF and Suez merger to go
through. In doing so, he will significantly
reduce the French government’s share
holdings. Existing legislation states that
the government must own at least 70
percent of outstanding shares. It now
owns approximately 80 percent — and
the parliament is expected to vote this

week.
On the surface this seems to be sensible economics, in that government
is reducing its monopoly stakes and
allowing for free market consolidation,
but the motivation behind the merger
reeks of protectionism and flawed politics. The French government has gotten
involved in the energy bidding frenzy
solely because of what de Villepin calls
“the strategic importance of energy.”
For a country which has lambasted
the United States for its invasion of Iraq
as a petroleum-focused strategic decision, France’s move amounts to protectionism, and will ultimately disturb
energy markets as much as the American
military has destroyed Iraq. De Villepin's
180 degree shift towards support of the
merger is based on his contorted view
of economic patriotism and his desire to
ward off Italian based Enel’s foreign bid
for Suez.
Europe has clung to its visions of
national industrial giants for too long.
Though large companies do have an
advantage in the energy sector, it is
pointless to decide the composition of
these companies based on flag colors.
If the European Union is to function
as a unified body, there must be no geo-

graphical discrimination. De Villepin’s
actions not only hamper free market
capitalism, but they add to a growing
list of European double standards that
affect everything from agriculture to
immigrants.
Energy has always been extremely
important to governments because of its
vital importance in all areas of the economy. However, despite its significance,
prices vary by nearly 100 percent across
Europe. The European Commission has
set a deadline of July 2007 to accomplish its liberalization measures, but it
is unlikely that these will function in
practice.
Though energy market liberalization can be extremely dangerous, as in
the case of the Enron-driven California
blackouts in 2001, it also has had great
success in Britain. The key to allowing
for successful liberalization of the sector
will be for governments to spend their
time controlling markets when they
become manipulated and abused, not
intervening as in the case of the SuezGdF merger. The role of the government
in a free market should not be that of
an economic player, but rather that of a
referee, preventing the pitfalls of liberalization and not creating them.
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A new plan of action for the armed forces
Isn’t it funny how sometimes when
you’re at the grocery store you’ll see something you think you need, only to find out
when you get to the cashier that it actually costs $363 million, which is way more
than you were expecting to pay for it?
We imagine that’s how it must feel to be
the Pentagon right now.
Anyone else would look at the item and
say, “Gee, $363 million? That’s a lot. Do
I really need this?” But to the Pentagon?
That’s chump change!
The $363 million figure is the estimated cost the government spent during
a 10-year period on the military’s “Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. A Democratic-controlled Congress approved the policy in
1993, when Democrat Bill Clinton was
president. “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” allows
gays and lesbians to serve in the Army,
Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps as long
as they don’t have sex with their desired
gender and don’t tell anyone about their
sexual orientation.
A University of California Blue Ribbon
Commission, which conducted the private study and included representatives

from Democratic and Republican administrations as well as representatives from
the military, found the government spent
about 91 percent more on the policy than
it originally reported.
The high cost comes from isolating
gay service members, discharging them
from the military and then paying for
their replacements. According to USA
Today, almost 9,500 servicemen and servicewomen have been discharged under
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” which shakes out
to about $38,000 spent kicking out and
replacing each gay soldier.
We’ve long believed “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” is a punitive and homophobic policy.
While we support regulations of conduct
between soldiers — the goal of the military is, after all, to protect U.S. interests,
not to be a sex party, be it straight or gay
— forcing gay and lesbian soldiers to
conceal their identities is degrading. The
policy, unfit for the international peace
when it was adopted and unfit for a global
war on terrorism, deprives the armed
forces of capable soldiers who are simply
being themselves. With army recruitment

numbers so low today, can beggars afford
to be such prejudiced choosers?
Arguments from proponents of the
policy are unbelievably immature: that
homosexuality is somehow incompatible
with military service, that it creates an
unnecessary tension between troops and
that gay soldiers would make straight
soldiers uncomfortable. Yet institutionalizing homophobia is certainly not the
answer to these concerns. Rather, it would
be more beneficial for narrow-minded
soldiers and officers to have their preconceptions reversed by mature and efficient
gay soldiers proving they can do their
jobs as well as, or better than, straight
soldiers.
The time has come for “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell,” and the Blue Ribbon Commission’s
findings to show that our government
is bureaucratically devoting too many
resources that could be better allocated
elsewhere in the Department of Defense.
Greater than the $363 million cost of
implementing the policy is the unquantifiable cost of denying basic human dignity to fit and able soldiers.
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The sorry state of social affairs at Tufts
BY

ARI ALLEN

Let me begin by saying that the state
of affairs has gone downhill at Tufts
University. I will say it bluntly because
I think it is important that every person
who is reading this newspaper today
fully understands the urgency of this
matter. We are approaching a point of no
return. Now is the time to act.
The University’s current administration is choking the social life at Tufts
to a dangerous point. The University’s
intentions are not malicious. In fact, it
recognizes the very real dangers of being
an American college student in the 21st
century.

The grey zone

I

Drug abuses, date rape, lethal dosages
of alcohol: All are very real and very obvious problems of today’s youth.
However, the restrictions on the social
scene are not the solution to the problem.
If anything, they continue to inflame the
problem.

There are a litany of offensive terms that will bring the
bias intervention team to your
door. But one equally offensive word won’t. I will give you
a hint; it’s the word that most
represents the most prominent form of discrimination
today, economic discrimination: “the Townie.”
“What is a Townie?” you
may ask. We are working-class
people with a permanent residence in Middlesex County.
Some of us are raising our
families on the borders of the
Tufts campus, and our children go to the public schools
in the area.
According to the U.S. census, about 70 percent are
white, and 30 percent of us
are non-white. That does not
include any undocumented
aliens.
Our
median
income
level in Massachusetts is
around $25,000, but African
Americans here are averaging
about $16,000 per year, and
Hispanic groups average about
$12,000 per year. Roughly 20
percent of us go on to get our
bachelor’s degrees, according
to the Middlesex Country profile available at http://www.
epodunk.com/cgi-bin/genInfo.php?locIndex=22292.
In contrast, Tufts is roughly
72 percent white. There are
no readily available income
Anne Stevenson is a senior
majoring in political science.

special agent to the Tufts media

Greek system this week as I originally
had planned. This week I was inspired to
write about something else, and I can’t
possibly be expected to ignore or plan
personal inspiration.

CORBIS

Somerville neighborhoods has skyrocketed. The number of TEMS calls has
increased over the years.
The fact of the matter is that, as college students, there will continue to be
underage drinking at Tufts University.
see SOCIAL LIFE, page 10

Discrimination against ‘townies’ must end
demographic statistics about
Tufts students that I could
find. I would venture to guess
that 100 percent of us have
graduated from high school,
and that 91 percent of us go
on to get a bachelors degree.
We “townies” do not hang
out in bushes waiting to
ambush Tufts athletes and
assault them. If we are feeling
threatened, however, we will
defend ourselves. We are not
all erratic drivers, and in fact
my low insurance rates indicate that we are actually quite
good at driving.
We do not live to crash frat
parties. Sometimes we are
curious about what it would
be like to go to Tufts, and we
want to have fun with the students just like regular collegeage people do.
We have not earned the
degradation that the label
bestowed upon us may indicate. We do not deserve to
be treated as criminals when
walking across campus.
Tension between the local
residents and the Tufts community goes back a long time.
The administration under
President Bacow has made
many strides towards the great
improvements we have seen,
such as large endowments to
Somerville and Medford, and
even hosting events such as
the Massachusetts Municipal
Association (MMA) meeting held here last week,
which Somerville Mayor Joe

up and once again play the role of

ject matter. I will not be discussing the

Some may have heard the common
phrase “what you resist persists.”
This statement is a complete and succinct description of why the University’s
current policy is failing. As the University
Ari Allen is a sophomore who has not yet has cracked down on “late-night parties”
declared a major. He is a brother in the and on the Greek system, the number
of noise complaints in the Medford and
Alpha Epsilon Pi fraternity.

ANNE STEVENSON

feel the need to clear a few things

KGB before I move on to this week’s sub-

The real question is
whether or not the current administration wants
drunken students wandering the streets with nowhere
to go.

BY

BENJAMIN BELL | SPARE ME

Curtatone and Medford Mayor
Michael McGlynn hosted.
The UCCPS has put
immense amounts of effort
into bridging relationships
between students and the
community. This has helped

To some locals, the
only time we come
into contact with a
Tufts student is in
passing on the T,
when you are listening to your $300
iPod, holding a $5
latte and wearing
Ugg boots and a
scarf to look cool in
90-degree weather.
the situation a lot.
However, what I want you
to do the next time you are
tempted to use the word
“townie” is think about what it
means and the effect it has.
To some locals, the only
time we come into contact
with a Tufts student is in passing on the T, when you are
listening to your $300 iPod,

holding a $5 latte and wearing
Ugg boots and a scarf to look
cool in 90-degree weather.
Or when you throw a party
and keep our kids up until
dawn with the noise. When we
rent you our homes and they
get trashed. We remember you
often when we are picking up
the trash on our lawns on the
fringe of campus.
Neither of these descriptions are accurate depictions
of who we as a campus or
a community are. As someone from the community
who goes to Tufts, I must tell
you that some of us are very
intimidated by the students.
You have what most of us
don’t and may never get, but
that does not mean we cannot
all take it upon ourselves to
better relations between us.
The administration has done
its part, and I think we as students need to do our part on
an individual level.
How? For starters, we
should not allow our media
outlets to get away with referring to community members
as anything other than their
first and last name.
Just say hello to people on
the subway instead of staring at the floor. If you see a
mother on the subway with
her kids or carrying something heavy, give up your seat,
hold the door and offer to
help. However, do not assume

That said, I will be addressing the
Greek system at some point this semester, so the brothers and sisters of Tufts
shouldn’t rejoice just yet. I haven’t forgotten about you.
In other news, apparently I am “afraid”
to go see “Brokeback Mountain,” as one
of my esteemed colleagues here at the
Daily implied in his most recent column. I assume that this columnist was
just trying to be humorous, because as
far as I’m concerned there is a clear difference between fearing something and
not preferring it.
For example, as a child I didn’t prefer
to watch “David the Gnome” because the
show was incredibly boring. However,
that certainly doesn’t mean I feared
David. After all, he is just a philanthropic gnome who lives in the woods. Why
would I fear him?
In any case, getting back to my exciting, event-filled life, I had the chance
this past weekend to attend arguably the
best event on campus since Ann Coulter
came to Tufts last year. The event that I
didn’t (regrettably) attend last year, but
did this past weekend was the EPIIC
symposium.
Although I went to several of the panel
discussions, the event I enjoyed the most
was a discussion on “The Causes and
Consequences of Anti-Americanism,”
featuring the quite witty Gwyn Prins,
a professor at the London School of
Economics - and in my opinion the best
part of EPIIC. (One might be tempted
to cite Nobel Peace Prize-winning lawyer Shiran Ebadi as the most gratifying
part, but unfortunately she gave a very
clichéd speech that, frankly, was quite
disappointing)
Before I go into detail about the aforementioned event, I think I should mention a few things. Right after the conclusion of this past winter break, I officially
declared my major: political science. It’s
not that this process is extremely significant, but for me any commitment comes
with a bit of consternation.
My anxiety had slowly been building
up in the days following my declaration, and it was making me exceedingly
see BELL, page 10

Do you think Ben is a terrible person/
writer? Are you disgusted by his arrogance?
Would you like to silence him? If so, he can
be reached at benjamin. bell@tufts.edu

see TOWNIE, page 10
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Easy ways to ease tensions between
Tufts students and nearby community
TOWNIE
continued from page 9

the role of missionary. Do not
assume you know what we want
or need unless you ask us first.
Make eye contact with people
in public instead of pretending
the locals are not there. If you
feel like someone is following
you and you are with a group
too, just turn around and talk
to them and introduce yourself.
Don’t escalate the situation by
threatening them. Do not profile us like criminals.
Be conscious of your voice

and the noise you are making when you are near homes.
Challenge yourself by making
friends in the community that
do not go to Tufts, and don’t
assume anything about anyone.
When you know people and
they have a face, it is harder
to hate or discriminate against
them.
In the near future, we will all
be graduating from Tufts and
moving into communities to
work and raise families.
There isn’t going to be a TUPD
officer waiting to remove someone who you feel is not edu-

cated or wealthy enough from
your neighborhood just because
you have THAT FEELING about
them.
Your neighbors do not have
to score high on the SAT’s to be
there, and you cannot choose
whom your children will go to
school with. As a new transplant, you will be the outsider.
You can choose isolation
or assimilate yourself into the
community, it’s your choice.
Everyone can always use another friend, and who knows, you
may even learn something from
a “townie.”

University’s restrictions are ineffective
SOCIAL LIFE
continued from page 9

The real question is whether
or not the current administration wants drunken students
wandering the streets with
nowhere to go. Is this solving
any problems? I do not think
so.
It is time for the students at
this University to act. We are a
politically aware student body.
It is time to focus.
What is going on around us?
Let’s think locally for a moment
about the Greek system. All but
two of the United States’ presidents and two of the United
States’ vice presidents since
1825 were members of a fraternity.
85 percent of the Fortune 500
executives are Greek. 85 percent of Supreme Court Justices
in the last century have been
Greek.
You could look at similar statistics across many fields and
they would lead you to one
conclusion: The Greek system

is important.
This is because strong social
scenes on campus provide an
incomparable way in which to
learn how to socially interact.

All but two of the
United
States’
Presidents and two
of the United States’
Vice Presidents since
1825 were members
of a fraternity. 85 percent of the Fortune
500 executives are
Greek.
Social skills are just as important as everything else we learn
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at school.
People travel out of state,
across countries and overseas
to attend this University. Here
we are, isolated from the rest
of the world in a place in which
we focus on studies and make
lifelong connections.
As college students, we have
choices. We can succeed in our
studies at any American university.
By doing so, we can grow up
to work in cubicles. I chose to
come to Tufts.
If we can succeed in our
studies, all the while learning
real-life social skills, we can be
leaders.
Tufts University has the
potential to make leaders out
of all of us, and it has done so
before. Let us all grow.
I challenge the administration to take initiative and start
making some real changes.
There are other ways to make
this school safe without stifling
social growth. Let’s try a new
route. President Bacow?

Bell finds EPIIC’s brand of
political discourse heartening
BELL
continued from page 9

uncomfortable.
I soon realized that the reason I was feeling so apprehensive was due to the political
atmosphere in which I found
myself learning and growing as
a person.
This campus is certainly not
a comfortable environment
for those who are conservative
or even those who lean to the
right politically.
As a consequence of Tufts
being so politically liberal, the
conservatives on campus seem
to have banded together and
taken on somewhat of a caricatured image. This isn’t necessarily the image that I really
want to be associated with.
Herein was my problem. I
realized that the political
dynamic at Tufts was depressing. Those on campus who are
ideologically liberal will forever
remain liberal and never really question what they believe.
Those on campus who are conservative will feel intellectually threatened and retreat to
extremism as a consequence.
There seems to be no solution,
right?
A few weeks ago I pretty much
just accepted this, but even
as a very cynical and negative
Machiavellian I can honestly
say that I felt reenergized as a
political science student here
at Tufts after attending EPIIC.
I in no way feel as if my dilemma has been solved, but I felt
almost reassured about declaring myself as a political science
major after hearing productive
political dialogue.
Many of the speakers who
comprised EPIIC’s panels were
experts at the top of their

respective fields. The deliberations were fascinating, as the
speakers offered insight into
the specific topic of the session.
Perhaps the most refreshing
part of the discussions was the
unprecedented level of moderation found within each of
the discussions.
Although there was some
radical rhetoric, it was to a
large extent nonexistent. It was
quite, well, just plain cool to
see extraordinarily bright people rationally discuss the Bush
Administration without taking
up immediate prejudice and
condemning it as the spawn of
Satan or resorting to ridiculous
labeling, which is never productive.
I found myself agreeing with
those panelists who asserted
that while the intention of the
Bush Administration in trying
to democratize Iraq was laudable and that Saddam was a
horrible leader, the postwar
planning was simply reprehensible.
I found myself much more
open to compromise and conversation because the panelists
didn’t see every issue in black
or white. That sort of thinking
is a rarity at Tufts.
While events like EPIIC are
great for Tufts, I don’t expect
this atmosphere of relative harmony to last very long. After
all, most of the panelists aren’t
directly associated with Tufts,
and many won’t return.
However, this experience
was exactly what I needed. It
reminded me that while Tufts
may unfortunately be a lost
cause, there is still room in this
country for healthy political
debate.

Glocal Economics
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MICHAEL TRACHTENBERG
Daily Staff Writer

The pocket e-mail device has completely shifted the way corporate
America functions, connecting lawyers,
bankers and executives to their work
anywhere they go. The clear market
giant is the Canadian creator of the
Blackberry, Research in Motion (RIM),
though their position is tenuous, with
the fate of their dominance resting on a
patent ruling.
The suit began when NTP, a patent holding company, filed a claim
against RIM, stating that the company
was infringing on a patent for primitive
wireless e-mail functionality. Since the
2001 filing, the two companies have
been in and out of court, most notably
in a 2003 injunction which would have
forced RIM to cut a deal, which they are
currently appealing.
On Friday when Judge James Spencer
issued a reprieve, he criticized both parties in the long standing suit. Lawyers
from both sides are in discussions to
determine what type of settlement will
be reached, and are negotiating damage
payments.
This is seen as positive for RIM, whose
shares exploded 11.5 percent on Friday
on the news. The company has also
discussed a possible way around, which
would make use of a different type of
technology to power the e-mail capabilities. However there is some question
as to the robustness and functionality
of the patch.
RIM has continued to produce more
and better devices throughout the
entire litigation process, and now more
than three million Americans own a
Blackberry. The success of RIM is so
phenomenal that in only a few years,
their devices have transitioned from a
niche of corporate workaholics to now
marketing to the soccer mom crowd.
The secret to their success is the
flawless integration of powerful e-mail
capabilities. With both a sound interface and the ability to instantly access
and respond to e-mail, Blackberrys
have taken the cell phone to an entirely
new level. After developing an incredibly lucrative product, they were able to
successfully market an industry changing device.
The way the case is playing out, however, a ruling here will extend beyond
impacting Blackberry addicted execu-

Blackberry
patent
imbroglio
must be
carefully
unwound
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tives and could affect the way patents
are used as part of strategic business
plans.

NTP is essentially a parasitic shell
of a company, which only holds patents with the idea of profiting off other

FREE TRADE ETHICS

Greed and self-interest dominate the
two-faced pharmaceutical industry
BY SAMUEL

RONFARD

Daily Staff Writer

Adam Smith’s greatest insight
was that as long as people are
free to engage in voluntary economic interactions, their self
interests will advance the public
interest.
The value that people attach

to the goods and services they
buy from companies is shown by
the price they are willing to pay
for them. The costs of producing
those goods and services represents the opportunity cost that
society pays to consume these
goods. When the price people
are willing to pay exceeds the
cost, society gains and compa-

CORBIS

A Genentech researcher studying proteins. The pharmaceutical company
is charging extraordinary prices for their newest product, claiming that
the drug’s benefit to society justifies its cost.
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nies turn a profit. It would thus
seem that the bigger the profits,
the bigger the gains for society.
However, corporate profits are
not always a good guide to the
value that companies create for
society.
The problem occurs when
greed replaces self-interest.
Greed is not rational or calculating. In the long run, it serves
neither self nor public interest. Self-interest is rational and
enlightened. It makes a firm
worry about the consequences
of its actions. It promotes honesty and fair dealing. It is more
concerned with long term profits
over short term gains.
In addition, self-interest works
for the public interest only under
certain circumstances. One
requirement is that firms be in
competition with each other.
When competition begins to be
less than perfect, a company’s
profit measures market power,
not social gain. In addition, for
private enterprise to advance
the public good, prices need to
reflect the true social costs and
see ETHICS, page 13

companies success. It never made an
attempt to actually produce a wireless
e-mail device, but merely patented the
idea.
Patent law in the United States has
always been extremely contentious, and
the tendency has always been to strongly protect the holder. The logic behind
this is to protect the inventor from others infringing on their developments.
However, in the instance of RIM v. NTP
the technicality of the law is working
against the successful entrepreneur.
There is no question that RIM developed their product independently. NTP
simply was holding the patent, and
waiting for a profitable company to
introduce a similar product.
This has become an increasingly
popular tactic, with nearly three thousand multimillion dollar patent suits
filed each year. While many represent
valid claims against patent infringement, “patent trolls” such as NTP are
becoming more common.
It is clearly in the interest of entrepreneurship, innovation and free market
capitalism to protect the inventor with
strong patents. However, there needs to
be much greater attention paid to the
way that patents are handed out.
The U.S. patent office must be
extremely careful not to issue patents
which are not specific enough, or for
something which is obvious. This has
become increasingly difficult however,
as the number of patents granted since
1980 has quadrupled. Inspectors are
only able to spend approximately 15
hours studying the validity of a patent, and there is no provision to grant
extra analysis for industrially significant applications.
For RIM, a relatively loose existing
patent has constantly been a thorn in
their heel, plaguing their expansion.
It is disappointing to see companies
which are able to successfully produce
and develop innovative products hampered by legal technicality.
Depending on the outcome of the
coming final ruling, RIM may end up
paying for infringements which it questionably committed. Patent law must
undergo a major change in order to fix
many of its weaknesses. In the future,
patents must be strongly enforced,
though to earn this protection, they
must be critically evaluated throughout
the process.

Politicians clash over
energy company merger
France and Italy have separate merger plans
BY JASON SHELLABY

Daily Staff Writer

Enel, Italy’s state controlled
energy company, has recently
expressed interest in the acquisition of French-based energy
company SUEZ. The possibility of this hostile takeover has
caused restlessness in both Paris
and Rome, due to a French government-backed proposal to
counter this offer by creating an
alliance between Gaz de France
(GDF) and SUEZ. An alliance
between the Franco-Belgian
utility giants would be a novel
approach, but Italian prime minister Silvio Berlusconi has asked
French president Jacques Chirac
not to intervene against Italy’s
energy giant Enel.
This possible acquisition follows Eon’s 29bn (£19.8bn) cash
bid for Endesa of Spain, which
has caused much unrest in the
European energy sector. The
French giant EDF (Électricité de
France), which is a key player
in several European countries,
was obliged to react to Eon’s bid
by claiming that it too is plan-

ning to invest 40bn in the next
three years. Enel’s bid on SUEZ
has caused a similar reaction by
GDF.
Peggy Hollinger of the
Financial Times wrote of the
controversy, “It is getting difficult
to keep track of who wants to
do what to whom in the orgy of
[European] merger speculation.”
Enel’s strong interest in the
nuclear centers of Electrabel, a
subsidiary of SUEZ, has caused
additional friction. This comes
less than a year after the settlement of serious disagreements over EDF’s takeover of
50 percent of Edison, another
electricity giant. French Prime
Minister Dominique de Villepin
and Chirac both claimed that
they considered Enel’s hostile
bid as aggression against France.
Meanwhile, it is understood that
SUEZ and GDF have recently
been considering a possible alliance, such as a share swap or
joint venture that could indicate
a future full merger.
Both GDF and SUEZ have
see EUROPEAN, page 13
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Player performance vs. cost may be
beneficial in determining long term value
BY JONATHAN

RISSIN

top 15, with Ramon Hernandez
signing with Baltimore for 4
years/$27.5 million, Brad Ausmus
returning to the Astros for 2
years/$7.5 million, and Bengie
Molina signing a one year deal
for $5 million with the Blue Jays.
The Orioles will shift Javy Lopez
to 1B/DH, something that he is
very unhappy about. Ausmus is
the definition of a light-hitting
catcher, but being a plus-defender up the middle holds much
value among MLB GMs.
To evaluate a player’s total
production, we must combine
what players do at the plate and
in the field. For batting production, research from last year
was used which quantified how
much individual batting events
contribute to runs. This was
done by using a multiple linear
regression equation with runs as
the dependant variable and batting events as the independent
variables. This shows how much
a single, double, triple, homerun,
etc., are worth on average. Using
ten years of data, the following
equation was derived:
Batting Runs = 0.565(1B)
+
0.711(2B)
+.986(3B)
+
1.442(HR)+0.320(BB + HBP)
+ 0.215(SB) - 0.330(CS) 0.125(OUTS)
The statistics from the median
season of the previous three seasons for the top 15 free-agent

Daily Staff Writer

Now that the off-season dust
has settled, we can take an indepth look at the marketability
of newly signed baseball players.
Here, we will analyze the positional player-free agent market,
which by usual standards was
quite weak this year, especially as
Hideki Matsui and Paul Konerko
quickly signed with their 2005
teams.
Although there was not a plethora of big names, a few prizes
were found that will deliver value
for the money. The Dodgers took
a chance on Nomar Garciaparra,
who can still perform, but has
not been healthy over the last
two seasons. This season is crucial for Nomar, who needs to
avoid the DL and start spraying doubles around Los Angeles.
Bill Mueller will also be playing at Chavez Ravine next season, reuniting with Garciaparra,
Derek Lowe and manager Grady
Little.
The Cubs signed Jacque Jones
to replace Jeremy Burnitz in
right field, and the Cardinals
snapped up Juan Encarnacion
after Larry Walker retired. Jones
signed for 3 years/$16 million,
while Encarnacion received 3
years/$15 million.
Three catchers appeared in the

see BASEBALL, page 14
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position players were chosen to
be plugged into the equation.
To evaluate fielding, Fielding
Runs above Replacement (FRAR)
values from Baseball Prospectus
were used. Each player’s number
of batting runs was then combined with his number of fielding runs to come up with his
total run production.
The points above the trendline
(see line graph) represent good
signings as they were paid below
market value for their production, while the points below the
line show over payment to the
players.
The greatest distance above
the trendline is Garciaparra, who
received a $6 million contract
due to his recent injuries, but
if he returns close to his previous performance he will provide
great value to the Dodgers.
My favorite signing, however,

2006 salary/$million

Player
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Bernake vows to fight inflation by raising interest rates; critics worried
BY

LINDSEY TANNENBAUM
Daily Staff Writer

Ben Bernanke, a Princeton University
macroeconomist, was recently appointed to succeed the respected Alan
Greenspan as the new Federal Reserve
Chairman.
In one of his first actions as the
Chairman, Bernanke testified before

the Senate Banking Committee, vowing to fight inflation, foster economic
growth and create more jobs.
In this semi-annual report, Bernanke
stated that inflation has been the
cause of the U.S. economy running
near-capacity, posing a risk that can
only be remedied by continually raising
interest rates. Bernanke believes that
without the interference of the Fed,

CORBIS

Ben Bernanke at a November U.S. Senate Banking Committee hearing. The new Federal
Reserve Chairman is a proponent of inflation targeting. Though many economists support
this practice, it also has its detractors, including former Federal Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan.

the momentum of increased aggregate
demand will overshoot the output of
the U.S.
The Fed has been steadily increasing
borrowing costs from one percent to
their current level of 4.5 percent, hiking
rates 14 times since the current tightening cycle began. With interest rates now
at their highest level since April 2001,
Bernanke entered his new position at
the Fed with a strong plan: to ensure
that the market expects higher rates.
Although Bernanke is entering into
an economy that is in a state of steady
recovery, he will have to contend with
a number of looming quandaries, such
as the concern of inflation due to stable
price growth.
Bernanke, a strong supporter of central bank transparency, believes that
the central bank should set a target for
inflation and stick to it. This policy, also
known as “inflation targeting,” is one
that has been adopted by many other
countries, including Canada, Australia
and the European Union. But critics of
this approach have labeled Bernanke
an inflation hawk, and the policy is
also strongly opposed by Greenspan.
Bernanke faces a tough job, entering
into a difficult economic climate. He
and the Fed are experiencing pressure
to stop raising interest rates in order
to help the U.S. economy recover from
Hurricane Katrina. They also have to
deal with the possibility of the collapse of the housing market bubble,
which would almost certainly have a
very strong negative effect on consumer spending.
Although energy prices have been

declining, Bernanke seemed certain
in his testimony that the tightening
economic conditions will push prices
higher. The growing trade deficit and
large budget deficit also puts increased
pressure on the dollar.
In response to the inversion in the
U.S. bond market, in which short-term
rates grew higher than long-term rates,
Bernanke assured the Senate Banking
Committee that this did not signal an
economic slowdown, as inverted yield
curves have in the past.
Indeed, despite these issues,
Bernanke forecasted the expansion of
the economy by about 3.5 percent this
year, and by between three percent and
3.5 percent in 2007.
Further tightening does need to
occur, but Bernanke is entering into a
tricky market. On the one hand, at the
start of 2006, January experienced a
blowout retail sales report, with a sales
surge of 2.3 percent. This data, in turn,
helped the Dow Industrial Index jump
1.3 percent with renewed optimism
about consumer spending.
In addition to consumer spending,
the Dow experienced a huge gain past
11,000, due to a continued decline in oil
prices, which are down 15 percent since
hitting their high in August. This strong
sign of economic vigor caused traders
to upgrade their view of the economy
and instilled more investor confidence
in Bernanke and the market.
Bernanke said that the Fed will monitor the market and create monetary
policy based on incoming data, making conditional judgments concerning
both inflation and growth.
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Future for Spain is in American concepts, done faster

MARKET NEWS

BY

MATTHEW LINDE
Daily Staff Writer

After Bradford Waters graduated from Middlebury College
in 1992, he decided to take
some time off and come to
Seville, Spain, both to avoid
taking a boring job in the
United States and to learn
about international business.
Thirteen years later Brad still
has not left. His franchising
company, Waters International
Enterprises — whose corporate
motto is “American Concepts
in European Markets” — has
successfully franchised tanning salons throughout Seville
and is currently working on
franchising a series of tourist websites, restaurants and
dance studios.
The following is an interview on Waters’ views on running a business in Spain.
Matthew Linde: How did you
decide to live in Spain?
Brad Waters: After my semester abroad in Spain ended, I
went back and finished my
senior year at Middlebury and
was looking for an excuse to
convince my family to let me

return to Spain. I wound up
enrolling in a business program in Seville after I graduated and came back on July
fourth, which was my independence day, as I say. By July
fifth I was running with the
bulls in Pamplona.
After the semester ended I
was nervous about going back
to the States and missing out
on this life forever. Then, on
Jan. 19 1993, I was watching
the news with my roommates
in our apartment, and around
2:30 a.m., I saw on the news
that there was this new thing
in Spain called rayas uva,
which means indoor tanning.
I said to my friends we
should open a business. Then
I said to myself, ‘Hey Brad, this
is always what you wanted to
do; you always wanted to open
your own business.’ Many people who open up a business go
through a thought process, but
for me I was just like, ‘I wanted
to do it; I am going to do it.’
I woke up and said to my
friends, “Hey guys, I am going
to start looking into this,” and
my friends were all like, “Brad,
we were drunk; we do not know
what you’re talking about.” But
I still maintained that I was

going to start a business.
The next thing I knew, I
opened one of the first tanning salons in all of Spain. I
thought it was going to cost
me around $20,000 to start,
but it ended up costing about
a quarter-million dollars. I
called it Aguas, my last name
in Spanish.
ML: What’s the best part about
working abroad?
BW: The best part is that the
culture here makes me realize
that businessmen should not
be so stressed out, as they are
in the States. They are losing
focus of their goals and do
not realize the importance of
enjoying life.
The greatest advantage I
have is the fact that I have to
look at everything in a different way. At the beginning, I
was sure that being American
was the only way, and that
the way that I did business
was the only way. Now I see
that there is a different way of
doing everything.
Every time anyone sees a different way of doing something
they immediately assume that
the other person is wrong.

Then you realize that this culture has been around just a bit
longer than that of the United
States, and maybe there are
some things that we could do
a little better. I have stopped
fighting and started to realize
that there are different ways to
do things, and that way, I am
open to [finding] the best way
to run my company.
ML: Do you think the Spanish
culture is conducive to making the country a global economic leader?
BW: Yes. Spain is the country
in Europe where people spend
the most number of hours in
the office. The reason there is
this tremendous potential to
be a global economy here is
that everyone is focused on
doing their work.
The idea that Spaniards are
lazy and they don’t work is
completely wrong. If you ask
someone who is working on
a job to give you ideas about
another job, they will come
out and tell you that it is not
his job. But for that person’s
job, he will do it until it is
see PERSPECTIVA, page 14

Political pressure builds between neighbors France and Italy
EUROPEAN

Merrill Lynch
Merrill Lynch, the Wall Street
investment giant, recently merged
its mutual fund management
business with the investment firm
BlackRock, under the BlackRock
name, creating the one of the
world’s largest asset-management
companies with nearly $1 trillion
under management. BlackRock
will clearly benefit from the merger
by gaining fee-paying assets at
a fraction of the price of other
firms. BlackRock will also be able
to finance the transaction of its
own stock which now trades at
double the earnings multiple of
that of Merrill Lynch. Furthermore,
BlackRock will presumably be given
privileged access to Merrill’s valuable research and analysis. In return,
Merrill will receive a stake of slightly
under half of the newly formed,
fast-growing asset-management
firm, which can distribute funds
through firms other than Merrill.
Google
Google’s stock price fell drastically from $460 per share to
around $345 per share after an
article was published forecasting
that the Internet firm’s share price
could fall by half if it does not
meet its revenue expectations for
this year. This fear that Google
may not be able to meet its
expectations stems from the company’s fourth quarter results for
2005, released in January, which
did not match analyst forecasts,
causing the stock price to tumble
28 percent.

continued from page 11

complementary portfolios and
are relatively small in European
energy markets. But for such a
merger to happen, certain legislative measures would have to be
taken to overturn a French law
mandating that the government
must hold 70 percent of GDF’s
shares. Many speculate, however,
that there could be a new law
passed in parliament whereby
this mandatory number would
drop to around 50 percent.
Guilio Tremonti, Italy’s finance
minister, threatened to toughen
takeover laws in response to
France’s plans to allow companies to enact poison pill type
defense strategies. Berlusconi has
added that he is in a dialogue with
the French government, which he
hopes will not intervene in Enel’s
bid of SUEZ.
Apossible change in France’s
legislature remains hypothetical
until the presidential elections in
2007. However, as suggested by
Jean-Michel Bezat in le Monde, a
merger between GDF and SUEZ
makes sense. Not only are the
companies complimentary, but
such a move would also not affect
employment, which is rare in
such transactions. Furthermore,
this alliance would allow both

MEDIA NEWS

CORBIS

Employees of Gaz de France protest a bill in 2004 that would effect its ownership status. Other countries,
such as Spain, are currently following France’s lead in attempting to block hostile takeovers by foreign corporations.
companies to be more competi- overs in the energy sector. Spain such as that between GDF and
tive in the European energy mar- is also exploring measures to SUEZ could have a great influblock the bid that Eon has made ence on the French government’s
ket.
future political clout in deciding
France is not the only country over Endesa.
While legislative measures issues such as the privatization of
considering legislative measures
to counter hostile foreign take- have yet to be taken, an alliance its state owned companies.

Raising the price of cancer drugs appeals to greed, not self-interest
ETHICS
continued from page 11

benefits. Many transactions,
however, have side effects —
externalities — which are not
taken into account. When prices
fail to include these externalaties a wedge is driven between
the private and public costs and
benefits. This results in society
consuming too much of a good
when there are negative externalities and under producing
a good when the externalities
are positive. Letting markets
set prices is the best policy if
there is perfect competition and
externalities are few.
The pharmaceutical industry
has often come under scrutiny
because of the high prices of
drugs. On Wednesday, February
15, Genentech announced plans
to offer Avastin, a drug already
widely used for colon cancer,

as a new treatment for breast
and lung cancer. It also plans
to charge about $100,000 a year
for it. Avastin currently costs
$50,000 a year as a colon cancer
drug.
Avastin’s new price would
raise its annual cost to a level
typically found for medicines
used to treat rare diseases that
affect small numbers of patients.
These drugs are usually very
expensive because of the high
cost of research and the small
markets they serve. However,
this is not the case for Avastin,
which is already a billion-dollar
drug and which could potentially tap into a patient pool of hundreds of thousands of people.
Until now, drug makers have
typically defended high prices
by noting the cost of developing
new medicines, but executives
at Genentech are now using a
different argument. They say

that the high price of Avastin is
justified because it represents
the value of this medicine to
society.
This is debatable. Avastin
extends the life of a typical
patient with late-stage colon
cancer by only five months.
When used to fight late-stage
breast and lung cancer it will
add several months to the lives
of patients. These are modest
gains. They do not bring huge
benefits to society. In addition,
such a high price will price
many patients out of the drug,
which certainly is not beneficial to society. Purchasing luxury goods may be beyond the
means of most people. However,
there is a big difference between
a luxury good and health care.
Cancer drugs are necessities,
not luxuries, and they should be
priced as such.
Because markets adjust auto-

matically, if Avastin’s price is
too high it will have to come
down to increase demand. This
also might lead to the production of a generic version and
encourage other pharmaceutical firms to produce a similar
drug. The market will regulate
itself; however, this takes time.
The fact that prices will go down
eventually does not address the
current problem: such a high
price could deny many patients
the right to health care because
they will be forced to look at
Avastin as a luxury good.
It seems that the real reason Genentech is charging such
a high price for Avastin is not
because of its potentially huge
benefit for society but rather
because it thinks it can get away
with it. This is not self interest
but greed, and greed, unlike self
interest, does not promote the
public interest.

Dow Jones & Company
Dow Jones, publisher of the
Wall Street Journal, recently
announced that it will merge its
print and online operations, putting them under the control of
L. Gordon Crovitz. The restructuring plan allows 20 management positions to be cut, saving
$8 million per year, and brings
together The Journal, The Journal
Online, Barron’s, Barron’s Online,
MarketWatch and other Internet,
television, video and audio properties under the control of one
overseer. Like most newspapers,
the Wall Street Journal has
struggled as readers and advertisers have moved to the internet.
The restructuring plan seeks to
reorganize Dow Jones around
three markets - consumer media,
enterprise media, and community
media, for the purpose of making
the company more competitive
and salvaging some of its readership. By bringing together print
and online operations, the company will be able to both expand
analysis and coverage of the news
and sell print and online ads at
the same time.
Craigslist
Craigslist, the online classified advertising organization,
has recently been sued by the
Chicago Lawyers’ Committee
for Civil Rights Under Law, a fair
housing group in Chicago, for a
violating the Fair Housing Act of
1968. In a six month investigation
of the company, the group found
classified ads listed on Craigslist
that included phrases such as
“African-Americans and Arabians
tend to clash with me,” “no kids
allowed,” “single occupancy
only” and “no minorities.” If the
group wins the lawsuit, Craigslist
will be held to the same rules for
listing classified ads that print
newspapers are required to abide
by. The company, which now has
19 employees, would effectively
be required to check every listing for discriminatory content.
Considering that Craigslist now
only charges some businesses for
listing classified ads, it may need
to begin charging for all classified
ads in order to pay for the expansion of its operation.
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Nomar Garciaparra, seen here diving for a ball last season, has proven he can be an all-star caliber player, but the Dodgers are taking a chance on the shortstop who has been often-injured
as of late.

Damon was tops among the most overpaid free agents this offseason
BASEBALL
continued from page 12

was Brian Giles at $10 million
per year — $30 million over three
years — with the Padres. He has
a career OBP of 0.400 and nearly

matches Konerko’s production,
while Konerko signed a five year,
$60 million deal.
All of the highest paid players — Matsui, Damon, Furcal
— were overpaid. Bill Mueller, in

particular, has good production
per million, but one must wonder if his knees will hold up for
another three years.
The worst signing, according
to the data, was Johnny Damon

American perspectives help Spanish
businessmen compete in the market
PERSPECTIVA
continued from page 12

perfect. They will work on Saturday,
Sunday, at night and mornings; they
will work all the time.
For a company, that is great because
with the high rate of unemployment
here, employers have very low costs almost the lowest costs in Europe. This
makes Spain a very interesting place
for a company that’s going to expand
or start up projects. That makes Spain
ready to be a global force.
ML: What changes have you noticed
to Spain’s economy over the last 10
years?
BW: The biggest change is what they
call the consumismo. If you had a
fancy car 15 years ago, everyone would
laugh at you. Now, if you do not have
it, they will laugh at you. People are
more concerned with material goods,
and they are losing their values in
terms of thinking of happiness in relation to social interaction and instead
are starting to think of happiness in
relation to what one has.
Depression is going up, stress is
going up, the use of Prozac and antidepressants is going up and profits are
going up. So, the biggest change in the
economy that I have seen is that there
is a lot of force in the need for any type
of goods that will give you satisfaction.
When I first got here there was only
one McDonald’s in Seville, and now
they know McDonald’s better than
we Americans do. If you look in any
journal you will see that McDonald’s
in Europe works better than any
McDonald’s in the States.
It is interesting, actually, that the
weight of teens actually goes up
almost exactly proportional to the rate
of growth of McDonald’s in the area.
American consumerism is coming
here in full force.
ML: What do you think is in store for
the future of the Spanish economy?
BW: What I think we will see is that
everything that has happened in the
States is going to happen here, continually. Working in Spain is like having
the Wall Street Journal five years ahead
of time - and in Seville, in particular,
like having the Journal eight years
ahead of time.
Everything that happens in the
States from tanning salons to malls
to franchises is going to happen here.
Everything that is American makes it
over here except for American foot-

ball. But this is the big difference:
Anything that happens comes in full
force, meaning that if the development of a franchise takes 15 years in
the States, when it comes here it might
take one year.
Everything has gone through the
trial and error period in the States.
When I decided to open up a tanning
salon I looked at every business in the
States, taking the best concepts from
each one to do it better. The future for
Spain is in American concepts done in
a 15th of the time.
ML: Have you noticed any antiAmerican sentiment in business?
BW:I have been here since 1992, and
I have been in business and personal
arguments with people. I guess I was
a little feistier in the past because I
hardly ever get into arguments with
people anymore.
Fortunately, the number of times
I have been insulted for being an
American is the grand total of zero.
The anti-American sentiment in terms
of business is completely nonexistent,
and people immediately assume that
you are a better businessman if you
are American. People told me, “Brad,
do not lose your accent because that
is going to help you in business.”
I have seen only tremendous respect
on the part of Spaniards for being
American. Recently, things have been
a little more stressful between Spain
and the States, but I think that is the
same between every country and the
States right now.
ML: Have you noticed any differences in the country since the Atocha
attacks?
BW: Obviously the biggest thing was
the anti-American backlash. If you
know anything about what happened,
the Republican Party, the PP, was going
to win the presidency with Asnar; there
was not even a question. Then the
socialist, Zapatero, miraculously won.
Al Qaeda said that they were going to
change the government and they were
successful.
People were absolutely furious.
They kept saying that the Americans
killed these people. Eventually people
started to say, “Wait just a second;
it was Al Qaeda, not America.” This
country was very supportive of the
United States up until then, but Al
Qaeda got their way. People started
saying, “Wait, maybe we do not need
the States’ support as much as everyone thinks we do.”

with the Yankees at $13 million
per year for four years. He had
the lowest production per million
value of the top 15 free agents
and is on the downside of his
career. Not only was he overval-

ued, but he is also going to play
worse as time progresses. History
has not been kind to aging players who rely so heavily on speed,
and Damon is far from the player
he thinks he is.

China’s pricing is tough to swallow as
share of global market heads East
BY JIM

LANDERS

Knight Ridder Tribune

Manufacturers have learned to wince
when someone mentions “the China
price,” because it’s often lower than the
U.S. cost of production. Now there’s a
“China price” that’s so high, it has consumers wincing.
Bradley Reynolds, vice president
of Animal Science Products Inc. in
Nacogdoches, Texas, said prices for vitamins and minerals doubled after Chinese
producers captured a dominant share of
the global market.
“What we can’t do is have the Chinese
using dumping prices, putting everybody
else out of business, and then, when they
get the market, start raising prices themselves,” he said.
Reynolds said his Chinese raw material costs for catfish, pet and livestock
feed supplements started the decade at
eyebrow-raising low prices.
“You get to thinking, they have some
power behind their motor. They don’t
have all the environmental laws, they
have cheap labor, maybe they really can
produce that cheaply,” he said.
“Then it went from $4 a kilo to $8 a
kilo,” he said. “And catfish producers use
a lot of our product.”
Animal Science Products is suing,
alleging price-fixing in violation of U.S.
antitrust laws. The Chinese haven’t formally responded.
But the case may demonstrate the
hazards of trying to manage a transition
from communism to capitalism.
The U.S. government has filed more
than 70 anti-dumping complaints
against Chinese firms. To avoid still more
complaints, the Chinese government
has apparently brought some companies together to raise their world-beater
prices, according to the Chinese business magazine Caijing.
That still looks like fixing prices. But if
a government compels it, it could escape
the reach of U.S. courts — and the U.S.
Justice Department.
Six years ago, a team of federal sleuths
led by the antitrust division’s Dallas office
won guilty pleas and $1 billion in fines
from European and Japanese vitamin
makers who had formed a cartel to fix
prices. Some of the executives involved
went to jail.
Prosecuting Chinese manufacturers
— and trying to define their relationship
with the Chinese government — could
involve “some fairly substantial foreign
policy implications,” said C. Paul Rogers,
a law professor at Southern Methodist
University.
The Bush administration is already

treading on eggshells with China over
the low value of China’s currency, intellectual property piracy and a trade deficit that last year came to nearly $202
billion. Senior administration officials
raised the rhetoric on these topics midFebruary, but they have stopped short
of launching major enforcement actions
sought by many in Congress.
Antitrust is an area where Chinese law
is still evolving. The communist government has worried many international
firms by suggesting they would have to
clear mergers with Chinese regulators,
just as they now do with the U.S. Justice
Department and the European Union.
China has also proposed anti-monopoly rules for Chinese companies, but the
government still seems to pop up in pricing decisions in some circumstances, in
part to avoid anti-dumping complaints.
William Isaacson, Reynolds’ attorney in Washington, said that’s not what
happened with vitamins and magnesite
(a processed form of magnesium that’s
used as a cattle nutrient and in processing steel).
“The trade association documents say
these people got together to raise prices.
No anti-dumping actions were being
considered,” he said. “Once they realized
they were running the market and had
driven the Japanese and Europeans out,
they bragged about it.”
Isaacson’s research shows Chinese
companies have a 60 percent share of
the world market for vitamin C. Their
unique production process gives them
manufacturing costs of $2.30 a kilogram
(2.2 pounds), which is half the cost faced
by other manufacturers.
After the Chinese vitamin C manufacturers formed a trade association in
2001, their prices went from $2.50 a kilogram to $7 by December 2002.
When the SARS virus spread from
China in 2003, vitamin C prices jumped
to $15 a kilogram and then fell back
again.
James Serota, a New York-based
attorney representing the Northeast
Pharmaceutical Group Co. of Shenyang,
China, would not comment about the
case. In court motions, he has said defendant Northeast is owned by the Chinese
government, suggesting a possible line
of defense.
Led by the Animal Science Products
suit, half a dozen cases have been filed
in U.S. courts over the last year alleging
price-fixing by the Chinese vitamin companies.
Reynolds said it might take years to get
a resolution. “I’d rather have it not going
on, because you never get back what
they take,” he said.
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Obama takes on ethics reform, and Democrats are watching
BY JEFF

ZELENY

Knight Ridder Tribune

The public acrimony between
Sens. John McCain and Barack
Obama over lobbying reform
melted away after they playfully
shook their fists at each other for
the cameras.
It was a coda for Obama’s decided efforts to avoid something during his first year in office: confrontation.
Now, he must decide how
to fulfill the task of being the
Democrats’ point man on efforts
to tighten rules for lobbyists and
lawmakers, not an easy issue for
the conflict averse.
When Senate debate opens this
week, he faces the question of
how far to tap into the reservoir
of good will he has been building
or whether to use his celebrity
megaphone to advance ideas for
reform.
“This is,” Obama said, “a clubby
institution at times.”
As the Illinois Democrat finish-

es the second month of his second
year in Washington, the novelty
and excitement of his presence
in that senatorial club have given
way to a substantive curiosity and
subtle pressure about the kind of
leader Obama will be. And perhaps no group is watching more
than the Democrats.
Obama is purposefully increasing his visibility as he steps
beyond an early strategy of political caution. As he moves into a
new phase — beginning with the
fight over ethics reform — a fresh
set of perils looms that could provide an early milepost of his true
effectiveness.
“He’s had the luxury of being
the new guy on the block who
everybody has given a lot of space
to, but as he raises his profile
more people will look to where
he stands,” said Robert Borosage,
a director of Campaign For
America’s Future, a liberal group.
“The second year will probably
be much more defining. On the
issues that he decides to speak out

PETE SOUZA/KRT

A bevy of aides follow as Sen. Barack Obama heads to a Senate committee hearing on Capitol Hill last week.
on, the substance of his position
will be measured.”
From the moment he arrived
here, Obama has been the object
of much affection, particularly
among Democrats who viewed

him as a beacon for the party’s
future. Among Republicans, his
popularity as a freshman was
rooted in the fact that he did not
present an urgent political threat.
Earlier this month, though, it

appeared the bloom might have
been fading from the rose.
Obama said he wanted to pursue a bipartisan solution to the
see OBAMA, page 17

Rustling on the rise across the country

The Mardi must go on

BY

KEVIN MURPHY

Knight Ridder Tribune

VERNON BRYANT/KRT

Krewe of Tucks pass out frisbees at the Krewe of Tucks parade during Mardi Gras in
New Orleans, Louisiana, Saturday, Feb. 25, 2006. The celebration has gone on despite
cleanup from the devestation of Hurricane Katrina.

Rustling is not just a crime of the Old
West, Missouri ranchers have learned after
a series of livestock thefts that now are the
focus of a statewide investigation.
Working usually at night, thieves have
stolen hundreds of cattle in 29 counties during the past year, according to
the Missouri Highway Patrol. In all, some
$500,000 in cattle disappeared in at least
82 incidents, state officials said.
“They are pretty brazen,” said Bob
Herndon, who raises cattle near Marionville
in southwest Missouri.
Herndon should know. In October,
someone got through fences on Herndon’s
property as he slept and made off with 25
calves in a large trailer.
“They put them in my corral, sorted them and took what they wanted,”
Herndon said.
Presumably, stolen cattle are sold at
auction barns to unsuspecting buyers.
Cattle are bringing rising prices, and $800
per head is not unusual, said Brent Bryant,
executive vice president of the Missouri
Cattlemen’s Association.
With more than 2.1 million head,
Missouri is second only to Texas in beef

cattle numbers, and the rash of thefts has
drawn the attention of Gov. Matt Blunt,
who this month created a task force to
address the problem. Most of the cattle
were reported stolen in the southwest and
central areas of the state.
“Missouri has long been a proud agricultural state, and we will simply not tolerate these crimes against honest, law-abiding citizens,” Blunt said.
But Missouri is not alone in the rustling
problem.
“It appears the trend is increasing nationally,” said Gregg Doud, chief economist for
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association.
As an example, the Houston Chronicle
reported that thieves had made off with
about 450 head of cattle worth at least
$500,000 from suburban Houston counties
in the last six months.
Doud attributed the rise in thefts to a 50
percent increase in cattle prices in the past
five years.
Blunt has asked the Highway Patrol,
local law enforcement agencies and the
state departments of agriculture and public safety to work together in catching rustlers and preventing more thefts.
“They have figured out, finally, that
see RUSTLING, page 19

Families remember fallen Brothers to
the Rescue ten years after plane crash
BY

OSCAR CORRAL

Knight Ridder Tribune

A casual visitor might think
that Carlos Costa still lives in his
Hialeah, Fla., house. His 1989
Ford Probe sits on the driveway.
The walls inside the home are
lined with his many awards. All
his clothes hang in his bedroom
closet. Brochures for a new car
remain on his nightstand.
But the brochures date back to
1996. The Probe is propped up on
deflated tires, its paint dulled by
a decade of merciless sunshine.
And the plaques on the wall were
mostly awarded posthumously.
Carlos Costa has been dead
for 10 years, shot out of the sky
along with three other men by
Cuban fighter pilots as they flew
unarmed airplanes on a humanitarian mission, looking for Cuban
rafters in 1996. Costa’s parents
have preserved his bedroom and
his things exactly as they were

then.
Friday marked the 10th anniversary of the Brothers to the
Rescue incident, when a Cuban
MIG fired missiles at two small
airplanes over the Florida Straits,
killing three American citizens:
Costa, 29, Armando Alejandre, Jr.,
45, Mario de la Pena, 24, and a
U.S. resident, Pablo Morales, 29.
The shoot down, which galvanized Miami’s Cuban exile
community and has set the tone
for U.S.-Cuba relations the last
10 years, still haunts the family members of the victims. They
have immersed themselves in
a quixotic quest for justice, collecting evidence in hopes the
U.S. government will indict Raul
Castro, head of the Cuban armed
forces.
Costa’s old home serves as a
reminder of a young man’s life
snuffed out as collateral damage in the acrimonious Cold War
between Cuba and the United

States.
“This is all exactly the way it
was when he left to go on the
plane ride,” said Osvaldo Costa
as he shows a reporter his son’s
room. “These were his things,
and we don’t want to disrespect
them.”
Cuba maintains that the
Brothers’ unarmed planes violated its territorial airspace, but
the United Nations’ International
Civil Aviation Organization concluded the planes were over
international waters and the U.N.
Security Council condemned
Cuba by a 13-0 vote.
The shoot down compelled
then-President Bill Clinton,
whose administration had been
seeking better relations with
Cuba, to instead sign into law an
even tighter economic embargo.
Relations between the two countries have remained tense since
see BROTHERS, page 23

JARED LAZARUS/KRT

Miriam and Mario de la Peña of Pembroke Pines, Florida, mourn the loss
of their son, Mario Manuel, who was one of the Brothers to the Rescue
pilots shot down 10 years ago in Cuba.
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McCain’s letter to Obama doesn’t hurt, and in fact may have helped him
OBAMA
Continued from page 15

congressional ethics scandal, so he
was invited to join a small group of
senators attending a meeting with
McCain, R-Ariz., a longtime proponent of the reform. One day later,
Obama sent a letter to McCain,
saying he favored the approach
sponsored by Democratic leaders,
which McCain took to mean that
his new colleague wasn’t interested in a bipartisan plan after all.
Initially, after McCain fired off
a letter that castigated Obama
for his “disingenuousness,” even
those close to Obama wondered
whether he had made a mistake.
But the tart tone of McCain’s words
stirred somewhat of a backlash,
leaving strategists in both parties
with the conclusion that Obama
emerged unscathed and, perhaps,
with a newfound heft.
While McCain won points from
some conservative Republicans
with his sharp critique of the

junior senator, Obama suddenly
was bestowed the label of “reformer,” even though other Democrats
had been working on the issue far
longer.
“Barack is fresh and he’s new,”
said Sen. Joseph Lieberman, DConn., who is part of the small
bipartisan group hashing through
the ethics reform legislation. “It’s
easier for him. He’s got no investment, if you will, in the status
quo.”
With heft, however, comes a
burden for Obama of delivering on
the promise of reform. Although
his party does not control either
chamber of Congress, the fallout
from the corruption scandal could
give Democrats more leverage to
push ethics reform in a contentious midterm election year.
“The potential for him to be a
leader of significant reform in the
wake of this corrupt Congress is
very great,” said Borosage, whose
group is monitoring Obama’s

actions. “We want the parties to
fight over who has the best reform.
It will be interesting to watch and
see if he takes advantage of the
opportunity.”
Even if he doesn’t satisfy the
demands of liberals, other
Democrats say the mere act of
picking the battle on ethics reform
could raise Obama’s standing just
as the McCain tussle did.
“It was the first time people
saw him really mixing it up and
he handled it well,” said Jennifer
Palmieri, a Democratic strategist
who worked in the Clinton administration. “But the party doesn’t
want to push him into peaking too
soon because we want him to be
successful.”
Indeed, a higher stature is likely
to make Obama a bigger target for
conservatives, a glimpse of which
came when Rush Limbaugh told
his radio audience he believed
Obama was being “propped up”
because the mainstream media

wanted him to do well.
Even before ethics reform,
which unexpectedly emerged as
a hot topic in the wake of the
Jack Abramoff lobbying scandal,
Obama had planned to be more
visible this year. He is 98th in
seniority in the Senate, and in the
party’s pecking order very much
remains a freshman, yet Obama
commands more attention than
virtually any other senator except
Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y.
In a period of two weeks, he
appeared in back-to-back interviews on Sunday talk shows and
was given key time slots on all
three broadcast networks to
respond to the State of the Union
address. As Obama walked
through the Capitol earlier this
month, he quipped in an interview, “Are people getting tired of
me already?”
It’s a departure from last year,
when he declined most highprofile television appearances,

leadership opportunities inside
the Senate and speaking engagements outside Washington.
But last week alone, Obama
delivered a campaign speech
Monday in Memphis, Tenn., to
lend a hand to Rep. Harold Ford,
D-Tenn., in his bid for Senate. He
spent Tuesday in New York, holding meetings and raising money
for his Hopefund political action
committee. On Thursday, he held
a town meeting in suburban
Crystal Lake, Ill., and Friday in
Springfield, Ill., he had a news
conference, something he rarely
did last year.
To close the week, he was to
deliver the Democratic Hispanic
Radio Address Saturday, trying
to explain why the congressional
scandal should matter to people
outside Washington. Speaking in
Spanish, he said influence from
lobbyists leads to “morally offensive legislation that hurts hardworking Americans.”

Ten years later, relatives of Brothers to the Rescue still trying to move on
BROTHERS
Continued from page 15

then.
Many of the family members have quit
day jobs and now work full time seeking
justice — a luxury enabled by a multimillion dollar lawsuit they won against the
Cuban government.
They’ve had mixed results. A Cuban spy
was convicted in U.S. courts of conspiring to help the Cuban government in the
shoot down. The families won $93 million
in compensation from the civil lawsuit
against the Cuban government, which they
collected from Cuban assets that had been
dormant in American banks for decades.
And in 2003 the United States indicted the
two Cuban pilots who shot the planes and
the general who gave the order.
But the families say that barely scratches
the surface. They want indictments straight
up the chain of command, leading to Raul

Castro, the head of the Cuban military
— and possibly even Fidel Castro.
“We will never forget that these innocent people were killed,” said Miriam de la
Pena, Mario de la Pena’s mother. “It’s now a
way of life. I am obsessed with the truth.”
The exile community has pulled ranks
around them, naming major streets in
Miami-Dade after the victims, erecting
memorials of the shoot down in parks and
airports, and offering support.
For the families, the last ten years have
been an odyssey of sadness.
Whenever Mirta Costa enters her son’s
room she picks up the bottle of Calvin
Klein Escape cologne that he left on his
desk — his favorite — and sprays the
room.
“I like to smell my son when I come in
here,” she said. “It makes me feel like he’s
still here.”
Marlene Alejandre-Triana, 28, walked

down the aisle alone in her 2003 wedding,
led, she said, by the ghost of her father.
“I thought I would be a wreck, but I
wasn’t,” she said. “My dad was taking me
to him the groom.”
“My dad was essentially my best friend.
For me, it’s always just about my father
being taken away from me.”
Eva Barbas, the 81-year-old mother of
Pablo Morales, said she wants to die thinking perhaps her son somehow survived
and will reappear one day.
“I have hope that God was able to take
him out of the plane before they gave the
order to kill them,” said Barbas. “That’s
how I’d like to die, thinking that he was not
pulverized. And that’s how I am waiting, in
front of his picture here. He and God give
me strength, and I am waiting for justice
from this government.”
Barbas is the only one of the family
members of the victims that still keeps in

touch with Jose Basulto, the founder of
Brothers to the Rescue, who led the two
other planes the day they were shot down,
but managed to get away in his own plane
unscathed.
The relationship between Basulto and
the de la Pena, Costa and Alejandre families soured not long after the shoot down,
as questions arose about Basulto’s role,
whether he could have done more to save
his fellow pilots, and whether he should
have even been flying near Cuba that day,
given the warning signs around him.
The relationship worsened after those
three families received $93 million from
the legal case designed to let American citizens sue governments of terrorist-sponsoring states in U.S. courts.
Basulto, who didn’t receive any money
in the settlement, said he feels he has carried the cross in the quest to find truth in
the case.

18

THE TUFTS DAILY

NATIONAL

Monday, February 27, 2006

Monday, February 27, 2006

THE TUFTS DAILY

NATIONAL

19

Colonials fought one another in forgotten 1780 Battle of Fort Lee
BY

EVONNE COUTROS

Knight Ridder Tribune

This spring, a forgotten battle will be
remembered.
It happened in Fort Lee 225 years ago, in
the final years of the Revolutionary War.
On one side: some 300 Bergen County
militiamen, loyal to the rebel cause. On
the other: 200 Americans still loyal to King
George.
Behind the clash was a desperate shortage of firewood in British-controlled New
York City after the harsh winters of 1789
and 1780. What is today Bergen County,
N.J., offered a plentiful supply of wood, and
Britain’s Loyal Refugee Volunteers wanted
it.
The skirmishes between the two sides in
May 1781 came to be known as the Battle of
Fort Lee. At times, the fighting was fierce.
“The 1781 battle was the only true battle
of Fort Lee,” said Todd W. Braisted, past
president of the Brigade of the American
Revolution and the Bergen County Historical
Society. “This was the only time when land
units were engaged in battle at that spot.
“Those fighting on both sides were
American. It truly was an all-American
affair.”
The rebels and loyalists battled for five
days as the British loyalists tried to establish
a base by building a blockhouse at the ruins
of the rebel fort in Fort Lee.
“The Palisades have long been associated
with the events of the Revolution in Bergen
County, particularly the events that unfolded at the end of 1776,” said Eric Nelsen,
a historical interpreter for the New Jersey
section of the Palisades Interstate Park. “But
the story of the blockhouse (in 1781) is one
that had sort of fallen through the cracks.”
Soon, that will change.
The Battle of Fort Lee will be commemorated with living history demonstrations
and lectures in Fort Lee Historic Park in
May. At the helm of the effort are Braisted
and John Muller — the director of the Fort
Lee Historic Park for the New Jersey section of the Palisades Interstate Park and
an expert on the Revolution and the 18th
century. Braisted is president of the 4th
Battalion, New Jersey Volunteers, one of
the reenactment groups taking part in the

event.
Historians have turned to the accounts
of the rebel militia and British sources
for a written history of the Battle of Fort
Lee, Braisted said. Members of the militia
recorded their stories 50 years after the end
of the Revolutionary War when they were
applying for U.S. government pensions.
British history and newspaper accounts
provide additional accounts.
The Loyal Refugee Volunteers had a
simple goal when they made their way
north from what are now Bayonne and
Guttenberg.
“The British needed a stable, local supply
of wood and that was just across the river in
Bergen County,” Braisted said. “Ships were
broken up for firewood and it was extremely difficult to get wood from Long Island.”
The Loyal Refugee Volunteers began to
build a blockhouse on the ruins of the
rebel fort at Fort Lee that had been virtually abandoned since the November 1776
retreat by George Washington.
“The Loyal Refugee Volunteers were
not members of the regular British Army,”
Braisted said. “Their job was to cut wood for
the British, who would pay them for it. To
supplement that wood income, they raided
into the Bergen County countryside to take
horses and cattle, which they then would
sell.”
In Washington’s 1776 retreat, Nelsen
said, the rebels “had to leave almost everything behind in Fort Lee, even blankets and
tents.”
In 1781, the British saw the fort’s reoccupation by the Loyal Refugee Volunteers as
advantageous.
“The ruins were still there and it was still a
strategic point,” Braisted said. “It had a ferry
crossing and was adjacent to the English
Neighborhood (Edgewater, Fort Lee, Leonia
and Englewood) as well as Closter, Tenafly,
and Teaneck.”
Wood secured by the loyalists was to be
shipped downriver to New York.
But the Loyal Refugee Volunteers didn’t
get the operation off the ground.
After clashes with the militia from May
14 to 18, they were ordered by superiors to
leave the area.
They knew that more trouble was coming. Washington, based to the north, had

DON SMITH/KRT

Revolutionary War re-enactors John Muller and Todd Braisted will be participating in the reenactment battle of Fort Lee at the Fort Lee Historic Park in New Jersey.
been aware that the loyalists were attempting to establish the outpost. He ordered
400 Continental light infantry under Col.
Alexander Scammell to cross the Hudson to
Nyack and attack the loyalists.
The move, and the daily attacks by the
Bergen militia, had prevented the loyalists from fortifying their position, leading
British officers to rethink their strategy,
Braisted said. Maj. Oliver DeLancey Jr., the
adjutant general of the British Army in
America, recommended the post’s evacuation.
“Refugees attempting to build the blockhouse on the remains of the fort never
mounted ... cannons although they may
have had at least one with them,” Braisted
said.
Scammell’s force of light infantry had not
yet arrived on the scene when the loyalists
departed.
“This averted what might have been an
exceedingly severe contest,” Braisted said.

Documents show that “the militia credit
themselves for driving the British away,
when it was just a simple decision that the
post was untenable,” he said. “It was too far
away to really be supported.
“It was the only time in the war ... that the
whole Bergen County militia turned out as
one,” Braisted said.
The fighting took its toll on the militiamen. One wrote in his pension application
years later of wounds across the head from
a broad sword from a British dragoon. He
also suffered a musket blow to the temple
and a stab wound from a bayonet.
Another militiaman wrote of leg injuries
he suffered when a musket ball passed
through both his thighs. Those accounts
have helped keep the memory of the battle
alive.
“It’s paper archaeology from the pension applications, the newspaper accounts,
the correspondence of George Washington,
and some British journals,” Braisted said.

Rustling, once associated with John Wayne, is now all too real for many
RUSTLING
Continued from page 15

there is a problem,” said Herndon, who
had been holding regular meetings in his
garage of area ranchers who lost cattle to
rustlers.
Shane Brookshire, Missouri state veterinarian and director of animal health for the
Department of Agriculture, said his department is trying to help law enforcement
officers understand how cattle are kept
and moved and ways they are marked.
The department also is urging operators
of the state’s 85 auction barns to check

identification of people who bring cattle in
for sale, Brookshire said. Typically, a seller
is paid by check from the auction barn
after someone buys the cattle, said people
familiar with the process.
“From all indications, this is a very organized effort,” Brookshire said.
Investigators are making progress,
said Sgt. Jason Clark, spokesman for the
criminal division of the Missouri Highway
Patrol.
“Most likely, there will be some indictments at some point,” Clark said.
Blunt said he would seek legislation

to increase the penalty for livestock theft
from a Class D felony to a Class C felony,
which would raise potential prison sentences to seven years from four years.
Clark said he was not aware of cattle
thefts in recent weeks, but he said sheriffs might have had some reports. Recent
publicity and the investigation may be a
deterrent, he said.
Stolen cattle often can be hard to identify because many ranchers do not want to
brand them, officials said. Branding takes
time and also may slightly decrease the
value of the hide, Herndon said.

Study finds female rats better at handling stress
BY

PETER GORNER

Knight Ridder Tribune

Female rodents handle stress
much better than males, which
may hint at why women who
are socially isolated seem better
able to survive than lonely men, a
pioneering University of Chicago
research team reported Monday.
The difference in the female
lab rats’ responses may stem from
the demands of motherhood, the
researchers speculated. The idea
is that mothers who can fend off
stress and injury can better protect their young.
The study used 120 rats to document the long-lasting effect that
three months of isolation — the
equivalent of chronic social stress
— and one 30-minute episode of
acute physical stress had on the
function of the rodents’ immune
system.
The researchers measured
what is known as the inflammatory response, the body’s initial,
fundamental immune reaction to
bacteria, viruses and other invaders. Just two or three weeks after
being subjected to isolation and

the brief period of acute physical stress, male rats showed a
markedly slower inflammatory
response than female rats when
injected with a foreign body.
In fact, the response of the
female rats was “staggeringly
stronger,” the authors wrote in
their paper, which appears this
month in the American Journal of
Physiology.
“The study reinforces a growing
body of evidence on health disparities between men and women
and may shed light on why socially isolated men are more vulnerable to disease and death than
isolated women,” said Gretchen
Hermes, one of the authors.
Senior
author
Martha
McClintock noted that the inflammatory response “not only is at
the heart of autoimmune diseases but also is involved in cancer,
heart disease, infectious disease
— just a whole variety of problems.”
“Showing the effects of social
isolation on the fundamental
immune process has a lot of clinical implications,” she said.
McClintock, a psychology pro-

fessor and director of the Institute
for Mind and Biology at the
University of Chicago, specializes
in determining how social interactions and individual beliefs regulate gene expression, affecting
health and sickness.
She and her colleagues are
most famous for finding the first
conclusive scientific evidence
of human pheromones -- airborne chemical signals that can’t
be detected with the five senses
but apparently influence how we
think, feel and behave.
McClintock studies tough
Norway rats, which have evolved
into survivors, instead of their
weaker, genetically inbred cousins. Common sewer rats are a particularly social species that live in
large colonies of closely spaced
burrows with cooperative grooming, feeding and rearing of offspring.
The new study covered three
months, a significant portion of
the rat’s life span, and showed
the lasting effects of an acutely
stressful event superimposed on
the chronic social condition of
isolation.

But Herndon said he would brand his
calves from now on, following an apparently growing trend. Brookshire said 82
new brands were registered with the
Department of Agriculture in the final
quarter of 2005, double the number in the
same period of 2004. In all, about 5,000
brands are registered, he said.
Herndon said that he had insurance for
his stolen cattle but that not all ranchers
do. Overcoming a loss of cattle at $600 to
$800 a head is not easy, especially if 10 or
so are taken from a farmer’s typical herd of
less than 40, Bryant said.
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Curfew quells mass upheaval in Iraq, but attacks kill at least 24
BY

NANCY A. YOUSSEF

Knight Ridder Tribune

Despite a rash of insurgent attacks
Sunday that killed at least 24 people, an anxious calm settled over Iraq
after four days of rage triggered by the
bombing of a Shiite shrine that threatened to plunge the country into all-out
civil war.
The relative calm stemmed in part
from a curfew that banned vehicular traffic in the country’s four central
provinces, including Baghdad. Iraqis
voiced anxiety over what would hap-

pen once the curfew is lifted Monday
morning.
Even so, Sunday was pocked by sporadic violence, as attackers launched
several mortar attacks in one Baghdad
neighborhood, killing 16, police said.
Elsewhere in Baghdad, a roadside
bomb killed two U.S. soldiers and a
third was shot, the U.S. military said.
Clashes also broke out near a Sunni
mosque in the eastern Baghdad neighborhood of Ghaziliyah, police said. And
in Basra, an explosive detonated in
a Shiite mosque’s washroom, killing
three.

Such attacks paled beside the mass
upheaval that erupted after Wednesday’s
attack on the Askariya shrine, one of
Shiite Islam’s holiest sites, in the largely
Sunni city of Samarra. Ever since, the
nation has seemed torn between those
who want to spark a civil war and those
desperate to avoid it.
On Sunday the latter seemed to be
prevailing, despite the violence, as
politicians, residents and clerics said
everyone was taking subtle steps to
avoid widespread fighting.
“Iraq cannot handle another catastrophic
event,”
said
Hassan

Mohammed Khalid, 46, of Tikrit, a
northern Sunni city.
The collapse of the Askariya shrine’s
golden dome, in one of the biggest
attacks since the end of Saddam’s
Hussein’s regime, shook the country
so deeply that even Shiite clerics had a
tough time tempering their followers’
anger.
“It’s a time of testing for the Iraqis,”
said Stephen Hadley, President Bush’s
national security adviser, on Sunday.
“They’ve stared into the abyss a bit,
see CURFEW, page 25

1,000 extra U.S. Marines
to ship out of Japan
BY

THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN
Knight Ridder Tribune

The U.S. government has
told Japan that it will allow
the relocation of about 8,000
Marines — 1,000 more than
originally proposed — stationed in Okinawa Prefecture,
Japanese government sources
said Saturday.
The two governments have
also entered the final phase of
negotiations over the return of
four U.S. bases in the central
and southern parts of the prefecture. The latest plan envisages the full return of three
bases and the partial return of
the fourth.
The size of the reduction in
the number of Marines stationed in Okinawa Prefecture
was increased after the United
States reassessed its personnel needs. The prefecture is
the major focus of the realignment of U.S. forces stationed
in Japan.
The two governments likely will include the new decisions in their final report to be
released in late March.
The U.S. military will return
to Japanese control Naha
Military Port, Makiminato
Service Area in Urasoe, and
Camp Kuwae in Chatancho,
and turn over part of Camp
Zukeran located in Ginowan
and other three locations.
In October, the two governments released an interim
report that said 7,000 Marines
would be moved out of the
prefecture.
But the U.S. Marine Corps

later said an additional 1,000
Marines could be relocated.
Most of the Marines, along
with about 9,000 dependents,
will move to Guam. Currently
up to 18,000 Marines can be stationed in Okinawa Prefecture
under a bilateral agreement.
“If the 8,000 cut comes
about, it will greatly reduce the
burden Okinawa Prefecture
has to bear,” a senior government official said.
Among the personnel to
be moved out of the prefecture are command center
officers of the 3rd Marine
Expeditionary Force and the
3rd Marine Division in Camp
Courtney at Uruma, those of
the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing at
Camp Zukeran, and Marines
from attached logistics units.
The United States has
expressed its intention to
return the bases in tandem
with the relocation of U.S.
Marine Corps Futenma Air
Station to coastal areas of
Camp Schwab in Nago. The
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit
at Camp Hansen in Kincho and
other major combat units will
remain in the prefecture.
The government aims to
reach a basic agreement at
a high-level meeting in early
March.
At the practical level, the
two governments have been
negotiating:
— Moving the functions of
Naha Military Port to an alternative facility in Urasoe.
see JAPAN, page 27

IGOR TABAKOV/KRT

The “House of the Marshals” on Romanov Lane was perhaps the most prestigious apartment building in
Moscow during the Soviet period. It was once home to a number of senior Communist Party bosses and Soviet
military leaders. All but two of the apartments have been renovated into ultra-expensive flats, and the other
two are on the market.

Moscow mayor purges historic architecture
BY

ALEX RODRIGUEZ

Knight Ridder Tribune

In its Soviet heyday, the
beige, six-story apartment
building perched near a lazy
bend in the Moscow River
dazzled the world’s architectural elite. Builders revered
the Narkomfin complex as a
masterpiece of Moscow modernist architecture, innovative
enough to inspire the likes of
Le Corbusier.
Today, Moscow’s treatment
of this architectural gem is far
from reverent. Harsh winters

and neglect have combined to
shear off large patches of the
building’s skin. Broken windows pock Narkomfin’s east
face. Inside, leaky pipes have
caused ceilings to rot and
floors to buckle.
The city owns the 76year-old building but has
done nothing to safeguard
it from weather or vandals.
Preservationists worry that
authorities will do with
Narkomfin what they have
done with scores of other
historic buildings: Allow it to
wither beyond the point of

restoration, then put a tony
high-rise in its place.
“They’re open to the idea
of historical monuments, but
not architectural landmarks
as monuments of history,”
said Alexei Ginzburg, grandson of Narkomfin architect
Moisei Ginzburg.
One by one, jewels of
Moscow’s modernist architecture are being razed and
replaced with over-sized, garishly festooned buildings that
are changing the Russian capsee MOSCOW, page 27

Bolivia’s water wars coming to end
under recently-elected
Evo Morales
J
C
BY ACK

HANG

Knight Ridder Tribune

DIEGO GIUDICE/KRT

President of Bolivia Evo Morales administers an oath to the new members of the High
Command of the Bolivian Armed Forces at the Presidential Palace in La Paz, Tuesday, January
24, 2006. After a short political honeymoon, Morales has come under attack for some of his
cabinet appointments and picks to lead the military.

Living on the barren outskirts of the
fastest growing city in Latin America,
Hilda Tintachipana doesn’t expect
many modern comforts.
Raising and selling rabbits pays the
bills for the 27-year-old woman and
her young family. They live in a dank,
two-room house with spotty electricity, but that’s just a fact of life, she
said.
But Tintachipana draws the line at
water.
It’s a disgrace, she said, that she
must tap the muddy spring outside her
house or collect rain to feed and bathe
her young children. She blames the
foreign company that promised her
water years ago, but never delivered.
“We’ve been waiting for service in
this part of town for a long time,” she
said. “We even have the pipe running

down the middle of the road, but it’s
dry. Without water, there is no possibility of life.”
Such complaints can be heard
throughout Latin America in countries that privatized water and other
resources during the 1990s, only to see
whole populations react with outrage.
The reaction was strongest in Bolivia,
where opposition to foreign control of
water and natural gas set off an explosion of civil unrest that brought down
presidents Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada
and Carlos Mesa.
Peasant leader Evo Morales rode
that wave of protest to assume the
presidency last month. One of his first
proposals was to kick out the last foreign company delivering water to the
impoverished, 9 million-person country — the French firm Suez, which
serves the capital of La Paz and the
see BOLIVIA, page 25
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Front-runner signals he’ll return
Mexico to traditional foreign policy
BY

KEVIN G. HALL

Knight Ridder Tribune

Tens of thousands of Mexicans filled
an ancient square in this capital Sunday
to hear leftist presidential front-runner
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador pledge
to distance himself from U.S. policies.
While not naming the United States
or the Bush administration, Lopez
Obrador, a fiery former mayor of Mexico
City, made it clear that he would return
Mexico to its traditional foreign policy
of non-intervention in the affairs of its
neighbors.
Conservative President Vicente Fox
broke that tradition after taking office
in 2000 when he joined the United
States in condemning the lack of fundamental liberties in Cuba and elsewhere.
Like U.S. foreign policy, Mexico’s under
Fox sought to promote human rights
and civil liberties abroad.
That’ll change, Lopez Obrador signaled to a crowd estimated between
70,000 and 120,000. Having led public opinion polls for two years, Lopez
Obrador is on track to become Mexico’s
first president elected from a left-wing
party, the Party of the Democratic
Revolution (PRD).
“We’re not going to meddle in the
internal life of other peoples and other
governments, because we don’t want
them meddling in ours,” Lopez Obrador
told a sea of supporters in the Zocalo,
the city square that Spanish conquistadors built atop Aztec ruins.
That was a slap at the close relations
between Fox and President Bush, and
Lopez Obrador added that “the next
president of Mexico is not going to
be the puppet of any foreign government.”
The phrase was a dig at Fox, whom
Cuban dictator Fidel Castro famously
called a “bootlicker” for mirroring the
U.S. rights policy.

Many Mexicans reject closer foreign
policy alignment with Washington,
and howled earlier this month when a
Sheraton hotel in Mexico City tossed
out a visiting Cuban government delegation. The hotel was trying to uphold
the U.S. trade embargo against Cuba at
the apparent expense of Mexican antidiscrimination laws.
Just last year, it appeared Lopez
Obrador might be banned from running for president because of a municipal land dispute with the courts and
the Fox government. Now, if he wins on
July 2, it will bring to the U.S. doorstep
a string of leftist victories across Latin
America. Elected left-leaning governments now rule Argentina, Uruguay,
Bolivia, Brazil, Venezuela and Chile.
The Bush administration has avoided
comment on Mexico’s electoral debate,
but Lopez Obrador Sunday homed in
on the thorny bilateral relationship. He
vowed to turn Mexico’s 45 consulates
in the United States into “prosecutorial offices” that defend the rights of
migrant workers. U.S. anti-immigration
efforts, including construction of a wall
at the Mexico border, have added to the
defiant Lopez Obrador’s appeal here.
Although he rejects being labeled
a populist, Lopez Obrador on Sunday
sounded like an old-style Latin
American strongman. He pledged to
lower electric, gas and gasoline prices
and vowed to end taxes on food and
medicine. He said he’d keep foreigners
from investing in the energy sector, yet
said he’d make the sector “the gearshift
for economic development.”
The presidential front-runner also
said he won’t raise taxes, so it’s unclear
how he’ll pay for his promises. He did
say he’d slash the pensions of ex-presidents and cut salaries of cabinet secretaries. Mexico’s finance minister earns
more than the U.S. treasury secretary,
he said.

JANET SCHWARTZ

Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, presidential candidate of the leftist Democratic Revolutionary
Party, or PRD, and former mayor of Mexico City, speaks to supporters at the ancient square
in Mexico City, Mexico, Sunday, February 26, 2006. The frontrunner pledged to distance
himself from U.S. policies.

24

THE TUFTS DAILY

INTERNATIONAL

Monday, February 27, 2006

Monday, February 27, 2006

THE TUFTS DAILY

Leaders attempt to bring
Iraqis back from the brink
CURFEW
continued from page 21

and I think they’ve all concluded that further violence,
further tension between the
communities, is not in their
interest.” Hadley spoke from
Washington on CBS’ “Face the
Nation.”
Rebel cleric Muqtada alSadr, a key figure in containing
strife, encouraged his supporters to refrain from violence. In
a speech, he charged that U.S.
forces are using Saddamists,
Baathists and other enemies
of Iraq to spark a civil war
because America wants to split
the nation.
“Do you want to cavort
with the occupiers?” Sadr
asked, referring to Americans.
Thousands responded, chanting, “No, no to the occupiers.
No, no to Satan.”
If not, al-Sadr continued,
“do not assault the houses of
God. Love each other and be
brothers so our country will be
stable, safe and independent
from the occupation. We want

to get the occupiers out of the
country.”
Even some of the largely
Shiite Iraqi police and army
forces, which Sunnis say raid
their neighborhoods, tried to
defuse tensions.
On Sunday “there were soldiers from the Iraqi army in
(the Baghdad neighborhood
of ) Yarmouk playing football
with the children, and one soldier is teaching a child how to
ride a bicycle. The residents
are offering food and tea to the
soldiers,” said Ahmed Salih,
27. “This is the first time I have
seen this in a Sunni area. I
hope it is a good sign.”
Despite the burgeoning optimism, many Iraqis said they
were preparing nonetheless to
fight their rival sect if called to
action.
“We learned our lesson. We
are prepared to help Sunnis
in Baghdad” by taking up
arms and traveling south, said
Ibrahim al Jumaa, 39, a Sunni
grocer from Tikrit. But “I hope
everything will settle down.”

continued from page 21

adjacent city of El Alto.
To
anti-globalization
activists
around the world, what has become
known as the water wars, and their
imminent end in Bolivia, are a celebrated case of poor people defending themselves against wrong-headed
free-market policies pushed by institutions such as the World Bank.
Such protests have also raged in
Argentina, where anger over rate
increases pushed Suez to abandon its
water contract in the city of Santa Fe.
The company is also seeking an early
end to its concession in Buenos Aires
due to government price controls that
the company says prevented it from
turning a profit.

Peasant leader Evo
Morales rode that wave
of protest to assume the
presidency last month.
One of his first proposals
was to kick out the last
foreign company delivering water to the impoverished, 9 million-person
country — the French
firm Suez, which serves
the capital of La Paz and
the adjacent city of El
Alto.

Last Thursday, hundreds of people
in the Argentine town of Cordoba took
to the streets to protest water rate
hikes of as much as 500 percent mandated by Suez.
“This was the first shot across the
bow of people saying, `Hey, these policies aren’t working for us,’” said Thom
Kruse, an activist who has written
extensively about the Bolivian water
conflict.
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Before the big climb

ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/KRT

Before tackling the 22,835-foot-high Aconcagua mountain in Argentina, climbers gather at the intermediary Confluencia camp at 11,450 feet in January 2005.

Bolivian water wars have become focal
point for anti-globalization activists
BOLIVIA

INTERNATIONAL

“It played an important role in marking the beginning of the end of these
neoliberal reforms,” he said.
Su e z
spokeswoman
Ma y a
Alexandesco said the privatizations
helped rescue crumbling water systems
long run inefficiently by public water
companies. In Latin America, Suez
has water concessions in Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil and Mexico. It is the biggest water company in the world.
“The whole argument of the big,
mean private company coming in to
make money from the poor is not
valid,” she said. “We never made much
profit from the Bolivia concessions.”
Bolivian officials fault Suez for not
connecting enough households to
water lines as mandated by its contract and for charging as much as $455
a connection, or about three times the
average monthly salary of an office
clerk.
They have met once with Suez representatives to negotiate the company’s
exit, although Suez’s contract runs
through 2027.
“Our experience with the company
has been a disappointing one, and it’s
time to take another approach,” said
vice water minister Rene Orellana.
“We need to think of people first
instead of paying dividends to investors,” Orellana said.
What Morales will do about water
after the utilities are back in public
hands remains unknown.
Orellana suggested setting up a new
public water company, although problems with such public companies led
Bolivia to privatize its water utilities in
the first place.
When the U.S. company Bechtel
took over the water works in the city
of Cochabamba in November 1999,
it increased rates by as much as 100
percent to raise money for needed
improvements neglected by the public
utility that came before it.
That move proved to be suicide for
Bechtel and launched the first round
of protests in Latin America’s water
wars.
With Cochabamba paralyzed by
street blockades, the Bolivian government canceled Bechtel’s contract just
six months after it started.
The citizens’ collective Semapa
that ran Cochabamba’s water utilities before it was privatized is back in
control and has so far left water rates
largely untouched.
But it hasn’t had much luck delivering water. Only about 40 percent of the
city’s residents enjoy running water.
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In Moscow today, small preservationist community tries to raise awareness
MOSCOW
continued from page 21

ital’s cityscape. The engineer of this
transformation is Mayor Yuri Luzhkov,
who preservationists say has overseen
the demolition of up to 400 historic
buildings since 1992.
The struggle is similar to one waged
in Chicago more than three decades
ago, when artistically significant
buildings were knocked down with
regularity, and a group of preservationists organized a largely successful
effort to save the city’s architectural
heritage.
In Moscow today, a small but feisty
preservationist community is trying
to raise awareness of landmark buildings. The odds aren’t in their favor.
Sky-high prices for real estate along
Moscow’s downtown streets lure politically connected developers, who find
ways to skirt the city’s preservation
laws.
And, for Muscovites struggling to
get by in one of the more expensive
cities in the world, preserving Sovietera buildings is a low priority.
“There’s this new and more pragmatic attitude from Muscovites toward
their city,” said Nikolai Malinin, an
architecture critic for Shtab Kvartira
magazine. “As a result, I’m afraid we
have lost this feeling of genuineness,
and the city’s sense of history.”
Moscow’s last century of architectural history has careened through
cycles of demolition and revisionistminded rebuilding. The decade that
followed the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution
spawned Russia’s Constructivist movement, which leaned heavily on the use
of Bauhaus-inspired motifs and modernism’s form-follows-function creed.
Constructivist buildings were eclectic, utilitarian and geometric — the
world-famous Melnikov House in
downtown Moscow consists of two
interlocking concrete cylinders with
hexagonal windows.
Functionality was paramount. For
example, Narkomfin’s layout linked

Japanese, U.S.
governments
negotiate
JAPAN
continued from page 21

— Moving the functions of
Makiminato Service Area to
Camp Hansen.
— The return of land accommodating Camp Zukeran’s
headquarters, though — some
housing for U.S. forces would be
allowed to remain.
— The integration of housing at Camp Kuwae into that at
Camp Zukeran.

The government
aims to reach a
basic agreement at
a high-level meeting in early March.
The U.S. government has
shown an estimate of the costs
of relocating to Guam at $7.6 billion, about 60 percent of which
is to pay for housing-related
payment.
But at a meeting last Tuesday,
the U.S. government added the
costs of facilities used by the
Self-Defense Forces during joint
military drills.
The Japanese government in
principle accepts the burdensharing request, but some government figures have proposed
that part of the money should
be repaid by the United States
under a leasing contract.

tenants via shared dining areas and a
gymnasium, but unlike previous communal experiments, maintained privacy through separate kitchens and
bathrooms.
Josef Stalin’s ascent to power in
the late 1920s spelled the end of the
Constructivists. Stalin ordered the
building of towering, ornate buildings that reflected his megalomaniacal visions of himself and Soviet rule.
When Luzhkov became Moscow’s
mayor in 1992, he methodically began
to recast the capital with a preference
for classical design and an aversion to
Soviet styles.
The Hotel Moskva, a paragon of
Stalinist architecture featured on the
labels of Stolichnaya vodka, was razed
in 2003.
That same year, Luzhkov’s wrecking
ball claimed the Voyentorg, a beloved
Art Deco department store. Both
buildings had landmark protection,
but the designation failed to stop their
demolition.
In some cases, Luzhkov has replaced
landmark buildings with replicas.
But those replicas fall far short of
retaining the character of what they
replaced, preservationists say. In 2002,
Moscow’s oldest wooden house, Dom
Trubetskikh, was razed and replaced
with a concrete version.
At Tsaritsyno, a park in southeast
Moscow, Luzhkov is rewriting history, preservationists say. In the 1770s,
Catherine the Great ordered a palace
to be built there, but with her death
in 1796, work on the unfinished, redbrick palace was abandoned.
Luzhkov decided to finish what
Catherine started.
The
Mo s c ow
A rc h i t e c t u re
Preservation Society says Luzhkov
moved ahead with the work without
getting approval from the Russian
Culture Ministry.
“He’s using concrete instead of
bricks. It’s going to be pretty much
unrecognizable,” said Clementine
Cecil, co-founder of the Moscow

Architecture Preservation Society.
Officials with Luzhkov’s administration would not respond to requests
for an interview. Preservationists say
the city’s transformation is fueled
by Moscow’s lucrative construction
industry, which feeds off of downtown
real estate prices of up to $1,800 per
square foot.

With Viktor’s death Feb.
5, stewardship of the
building has fallen to
Viktor’s oldest daughter,
Yekaterina Karinskaya.
For now, the biggest
threat to the building’s future comes from
Karinskaya’s younger
sister, Yelena Melnikova.
On the day Viktor died,
Yelena appeared at the
Melnikov House doorstep, accompanied by
her lawyers, the police,
a cousin and three security guards.

One of the biggest players in that
market is Luzhkov’s billionaire wife,
Yelena Baturina, co-owner of Inteko,

one of Moscow’s largest construction
firms.
One building that preservationists
are determined to defend against the
wave of demolitions is the Melnikov
House, which sits on prime real estate
near the city’s famed Stary Arbat walkway. Built by Konstantin Melnikov in
1929, the house has been designated
a city landmark and also is on the
World Monuments Watch list of the
most endangered sites. For decades,
the building was carefully maintained
and watched over by Melnikov’s son,
Viktor Melnikov.
With Viktor’s death Feb. 5, stewardship of the building has fallen to
Viktor’s oldest daughter, Yekaterina
Karinskaya. For now, the biggest
threat to the building’s future comes
from Karinskaya’s younger sister,
Yelena Melnikova. On the day Viktor
died, Yelena appeared at the Melnikov
House doorstep, accompanied by her
lawyers, the police, a cousin and three
security guards.
“Everyone was shocked that my
father’s body was still warm, and his
daughter and a cousin have come
to take control of the property,”
Karinskaya said.
Karinskaya and preservationists
believe Yelena wants to sell the building to developers.
The dispute has been put into the
hands of the Moscow City Court,
which is expected to take up the case
in mid-March.
The building faces other threats. The
construction of underground parking
garages nearby has caused groundwater in the area to pool underneath the
house, damaging the building’s foundation.
“I get the feeling that no one needs
Melnikov now in this city,” Karinskaya
said. “It’s commonly known that culture is dying in this country.
But my mission is to preserve my
grandfather’s building and protect his
heritage, and I’m determined to do
that.”
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HOROSCOPES
For the week of Feb. 27 - Mar. 5.

LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
Jason Richards: “Yeah, if you move that text box over there, and
move that box on top of it, it'll work."
Patrice Taddonio: "Oooh, sounds like some hot box-on-box action
over there."
(PAUSE)
Patrice (horrified):"Oh my God... I did not think that one
through."

Aries (March 21-April 20) Early this week, private home
discussions reveal the hidden fears of loved ones.
Public criticism, career failure or the disapproval
of authority figures may be more debilitating than
anticipated. Plan unique family events or social
gatherings: friendly encouragement and group
support will prove invaluable. Key issues involve
traditional roles and older relatives: stay alert.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Before mid-week, home plans
may be easily disrupted by the emotional
demands of a close friend. Romantic advice,
social guidance or the recent actions of a potential lover may all be at issue. Remain dedicated
to ethical solutions and public honesty: your
observations are accurate. If so, job standards
and corporate policy will be a central theme.

Taurus (April 21-May 20) Younger friends or relatives
may be unusually introspective over the next few
days. Allow for extra privacy, if possible. At present, complex social or romantic decisions will
require quiet reflection. Later this week, study
financial records for errors. Ask key officials for
guidance: this is not the right time to rely on
independent or creative business solutions.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Long-term career aspirations can now be re-established. This week,
many Scorpios will end almost three years of
low business interest or workplace disillusionment.Wednesday through Saturday, social and
romantic invitations are misleading. Someone
close may wish to derail a new relationship. Ask
for clear explanations: much can be learned.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) New relationships are exciting but temporary. Over the next six days, enjoy
private moments with potential friends but avoid
long-term goals or future plans. Before next
week, emotional promises may prove unreliable:
ask for clearly defined dates and respond quickly
to sudden changes. Don’t hesitate: there’s much
to be gained.

Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Family relations now
improve. Over the next six days, respond positively to the detailed plans or rare social discussions of loved ones. Close friends and relatives
may now wish to expand leisure activities in
the home. Your enthusiasm will be appreciated:
remain open to all creative ideas. Remain dedicated to short-term goals.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) Study daily habits and health
regimes for needed improvements this week.
Many Cancerians will now benefit from a rekindled interest in exercise or outdoor activities.
Tuesday through Friday, avoid business discussions or minor disagreements with colleagues.
Later this week, dreams and sudden intuitions
may reveal the romantic doubts of a friend. Be
supportive.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20) Friends and new acquaintances may now press for added access to your
daily life. Special favors, living arrangements
or rare family activities may be a key concern.
Be polite but set firm boundaries: private and
public relationships are this week best kept
clearly defined. After Wednesday, a recently shy
co-worker may voice strong opinions. Don’t
back down: your decisions are valid.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Over the next six days, a colleague or close friend needs extra encouragement. Social isolation will not help heal ongoing family or romantic disappointment. Creative
entertainment, new ideas and group involvement will bring the desired results: offer cheerful
discussion or fresh activities. Thursday through
Saturday, workplace routines steadily expand.
Be consistent: yesterday’s successes will need to
be repeated.

Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Romantic triangles are
this week distracting and unproductive. After
Tuesday, a close friend or lover may misinterpret your emotional or social interest in a
colleague. Avoid complex discussions: this is
not the right time to address ongoing issues
of trust and privacy. Later this week, financial
documents require attention. Stay focused:
authority figures may provide purposefully
misleading facts.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Business decisions, although
controversial, will this week work to your advantage. After Tuesday, revised duties may bring
added job opportunities and a need for skill
development. Wednesday through Saturday, an
old friend may reappear and demand bold public discussions. Areas of concern may involve
romantic triangles, forgotten proposals or lost
ambition. Remain diplomatic.

Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20) Workplace negotiations will
this week provide unique insights into the
methods of key officials. Diplomacy and accurate facts are important: thoroughly evaluate all
options before offering a response. Wednesday
through Friday, a new romantic attraction may
trigger controversy in your social circle. Avoid
public speculation: friends and close colleagues
will soon demand privacy.
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Housing

Housing

Housing

Housing

Housing

Wanted

4 apartments - No feesNewly renovated-Amazing location- 2 blocks to main campus.
Stunninly beautiful 4, 3, 3,1
bedroom apts. Available Parking
available. Plan ahead for next year.
Available 9/1/06. $1,000 and up.
Please call 781-396-4675

3 Clean modern bedroom
apartments next to Tufts on quiet
street. Large modern kitchens with
refrigerators, dishwashers, disposals, and oak cabinets. Bathrooms
remodeled. Wall-to-wall carpeting,
front and back porches, garages
available, no fees, from $595/BR.
(781)863-0440

Very close to school.
Excellent condition. Wont last. 617448-6233. 617-527-5989.

4Br 2Ba, Bowdoin St,
dishwasher, fridge, free laundry in unit, lg kitchen, HW
floors, 1 offstreet pk space,
$2400/mo, avail 6/1, call
derek 978.390.4428 or email
dereyim@gmail.com

Right across the street
from school. Very well located.
617-527-5989. 617-448-6233.

Positions now available
in conference facilitation, office
administration, and residential
counseling. Many positions
include housing and duty meals.
Come to our office at 108 Packard
Avenue for details.

Summer Sublet! June 1 thru
August 31. Behind Miller Hall.
Newly renovated, fully furnished 1
bedroom in 3 bedroom house on
Fairmount Street. Large bedroom,
bathroom, equipped kitchen, living
room, free laundry, internet/cable,
street parking. $575/month. Call
Rachel 412-977-2089 or email
rachel.ombres@tufts.edu!

House for rent June 1.
Bromfield Rd. Apt 1: 3 bedrooms,
living room, kitchen, dishwasher/
disposal, bathoom. Apt 2: 5
bedrooms, living room, kitchen,
dishwasher/disposal, 2 bathrooms.
W/D, cable and internet in both
apts. 781-985-1038 or 802-5839921

4 bedroom 3/10 mile from
Carmichael. Completely remodeled
kitchen cabinets and appliances,
hardwood floors, new ceilings,
electrical, and lighting, W/D in
basement. $2300 Available June
1st. UTILITIES NOT INCLUDED.
NO PETS. CALL 617-484-5877

Attention Larger Groups:
3, 6 or 9 students. Act now to take
advantage of this unique opportunity. Three 3-Bedroom apartments
are presently available in the same
room near Tufts. These units are
rented on a first come first served
basis, so this opportunity

Call today 781.863.6469.
3, 6, or 9 students. THREE 3Bedroom apartments available in
same building near Tufts. For limited time, 1st month’s rent discount
for groups renting 2 or 3 units.
Rents starting $650/month.
Within walking distance
of campus and to T in Davis
Square. Reasonable Rent. Great
Apartments. Call Day or Night
Frank or Lina 617-625-7530. Offcampus living is the best.
well locatedvery convenient-to school 617448-6233
Available June 01 or Sept. 01
very close to student center/campus, $1925/mo. + util. Call 617320-2621. Also summer sublet for
3 Bedroom

3 bedroom apartment.
Living room, full kitchen, bathroom. Front and back porches.
W/D Storage. Starting June 1,
2006. Parking available. $585 and
up per person. No pets. Call 617776-5467
3 BR Apt. with kitchen,
dining room, furnished. Fr. +
Back porches, laundry, storage.
Excellent condition. Starting June
1st 2006. Parking available. Call:
617-776-5467.

Wanted
Up to $900 /month.
Healthy MEN, 18-38, enrolled/graduated from BA/BS program.APPLY
ONLINE: www.cryobankdonors.com
Wanted: KARAOKE SINGERS
every Wednesday night. Earn
CASH. Call- On the Hill Tavernfor more info 499 Broadway,
Somerville 617-629-5302
Babysit for children in their own
homes. Earn $13+/hr. If you have
at least 2 full weekdays open, childcare experience & references, fill
out our web app. www.parentsinapinch.com 617-739-KIDS ext. 111

Services
Relationship Problems?
Study Problems? Depressed?
Dr. Richard A. Goodman,
“Newsweek” quoted therapist
and relationship specialist has
a few openings for students.
Complete confidentiality. Tufts
insurance accepted. Call (617)
628-4961

Event
Commencement 2006
http://commencement.tufts.edu

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

After see-saw regulation period, Amherst dominates overtime to pull out win
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Continued from page 32

high 17. Black also added eight
rebounds and eight assists in
the game.
The teams headed to the
locker room at halftime tied at
37, and the lead would go back
and forth throughout the early
minutes of the second half.
Tufts began to pull away again,
however, widening its lead to
seven on a Martin lay-up with
8:53 left, 62-55.
The Jeffs engineered another comeback in the final minutes. Casnocha’s NBA-distance
27-foot three-pointer as the
shot clock wound down gave
Amherst a 79-77 lead, and the
Jeffs threatened to steal the
game away in the final seconds.
But Tufts sophomore guard
Ryan O’Keefe responded with a
lay-up with 17 seconds left. He
scored only four points on the
day, but these crucial two tied
up the game for the Jumbos and
forced the overtime period.
In the extra session, it was all
Amherst. The Jeffs scored the
first seven points of the period
and never looked back, cruising
to a 94-86 win. Casnocha finished the game with 14 points,
and sophomore point guard
Andrew Olson added 10.
This loss, while heartbreaking for the Tufts squad, came on
the heels of a thrilling overtime

win over Trinity in Saturday’s
NESCAC semifinal game. Tufts
built up a big lead early against
the Bantams, and led by margins of 43-26 at halftime and
51-30 early in the second half.
Trinity junior guard Patrick
Martin, who had 24 points on
the afternoon, led the Bantams
back into the game. Senior cocaptain Tyler Rhoten scored 14
points as well, but when he
fouled out with 2:25 left in the
game, the Jumbos took over.
Junior tri-captain Dave
Shepherd, as he has done several times this year, saved the
game for Tufts with a gametying lay-up to close regulation.
The score was tied at 70 going
into the extra session, but the
Jumbos dominated in overtime,
outscoring the Bantams 18-5
to finish with an 88-75 win.
Shepherd led the Jumbos with
22 points, while Weitzen added
21 and O’Keefe chipped in 19.
With the split of the two
challenging NESCAC matchups, the Jumbos have assured
themselves a spot in the Div.
III NCAA tournament, and the
Jumbos are upbeat about their
chances in the tournament.
“The NESCAC is a really
strong conference,” Weitzen
said. “In the other conferences,
there are a lot of teams that we
should be able to take care of.”
The fact that Tufts turned
a 29-point trouncing against

MIKE CONROY/TUFTS DAILY

Coach Bob Sheldon and the Jumbos are heading to the NCAA Tournament for the first time since the 19961997 season. The tournament bracket will be released sometime this morning.
Amherst into an overtime nailbiter in just two weeks is a testament to the progress the team
has made in recent weeks.
“We had heard all the hype
about Amherst the first time,”

Martin said. “This time, we
went out there thinking we
could really play with them.”
This turnaround is reflected
in the team’s attitudes facing its
first NCAA Tournament appear-

ance in almost a decade.
“We just took a Final Fourcaliber team into overtime,” an
enthusiastic Sheldon said. “I
think we can play with anyone
in America.

Lack of intramural flag football is inexcusable Yankees hope Damon can
LIBERATOR
give DiMaggio-esque impact
continued from page 31

seals rare or well done?
She responded that she lacked
“the coordinators to run all the
sports every semester” and did
not have the “time or ability to do
it” herself. Ms. Milligan responded to the second of my questions
by stating that winter and spring
sports have priority and are using
the indoor facilities.
As for the lack of able bodies, I can sympathize with her
plight. My understanding is
that somehow Tufts is a “poor”
college despite the fact that it
squeezes out $40,000-plus from
each student, pays its teachers
with a mixture of Jumbonuts and
leftover Hodgdon burritos, and
revokes certain inalienable television rights from the student
body such as ESPN. Where does
the money go? My best theory?
I can’t get the image of President
Bacow as Scrooge McDuck,
swimming amongst a sea of
Dead Presidents in a carefully
guarded money bin somewhere
out of my head. But then again,
there’s a reason my current bank
account statement is preceded
by a negative sign.
Now, to Ms. Milligan’s second excuse, while I find her
lack of ability a bit baffling, I do
begrudge her lack of time as a

viable reason. Her position as
the softball coach should take
precedence over intramurals and
the spring semester is obviously
much more stressful than the fall
semester. And it’s not like she is
coaching the Bad News Bears.
The Tufts softball team has been
one of the elite teams in New
England, leading all of Div. III in
home runs in 2005 and amassing an impressive 27-8 record.
Oh, and Ms. Milligan was named
NESCAC Coach of the Year.
But you’d think that with her
background, softball would
be the last thing cut. How can
you turn on the sport that has
brought so much personal athletic success and joy as a player
and now provides you with a
weekly paycheck? If Tufts’ starting shortstop does her best Gabe
Kapler impression while trotting
around the bases in the first game
of the season and its cleanup hitter tests positive for “the clear”
don’t say I didn’t warn you. The
softball gods are angry.
Although the intramural softball season will probably never
see the light of day, there is still
hope for flag football. Why not
start the flag football season
right now, or three weeks ago
for that matter? It would make
perfect sense, as Ms. Milligan
would be able to get the ball

rolling before softball was in full
swing and the other intramural seasons split her time. This
winter has been manageable if
not downright temperate, so the
weather shouldn’t be a problem.
But even if the real Boston winter did stand up, the effects on
the flag football season would be
minimal.
Football is one of the few
sports that can be played in
the most severe of conditions.
In the annals of NFL history
there has been both an Icebowl,
where 50,861 fans showed up
despite the -37° wind chill, and
a Snowbowl, where 12 inches
at kickoff time did not prevent
19,856 loyal cheese heads from
making the trek. Now if people
are willing to go to such great
lengths to simply watch football,
then they’ll definitely be willing
to tolerate a little frostbite if they
are given a chance to actually
play.
So I put it to you, Ms. Milligan,
and the rest of the Tufts community for that matter, to resolve
this problem. Get some LCS people on the case. I am willing to
make the sacrifice and take on a
coordinator position at no cost. If
we don’t make a stand here, then
what will be gone next semester:
intramural badminton? I shudder to think.

BY

KEVIN BAXTER

Knight Ridder Tribune

Once upon a time the Yankee
Clipper roamed center field at
Yankee Stadium with a class
and grace that carried the Bronx
Bombers to nine World Series
titles in Joe DiMaggio’s 13-year
career.
This year, that spot will be
manned by the Yankee Clipped
as former Red Sox centerfielder
Johnny Damon — shorn of his
trademark beard and shoulder-length locks — steps into
the long shadow still cast by
DiMaggio more than five
decades after his retirement.
“What do you guys think of
this?” Damon asked reporters while pointing to his barren chin during his introductory Yankees news conference
just before Christmas. Whereas
Damon’s makeover was dramatic, aside from his presence
the Yankees’ roster heading into
spring training in Tampa looks
pretty much the same as it did
last year, when New York fought
to the last weekend of the season to win the American League
East title, then bowed out in the
first round of the playoffs.
And although only time will

tell if the addition of Damon
is enough to get the Yankees
their first World Series title
since 2000, the impact he had
on his former club, the Boston
Red Sox, offers reason for optimism.
When Damon signed with the
Red Sox before the 2002 season,
Boston had made the playoffs
just three times in the previous 11 seasons, advancing past
the first round just once. And
famously, Boston hadn’t won a
World Series in 84 seasons.
In Damon’s second year the
Red Sox came within five outs
of a league championship, and
a year later they won their first
world title since World War I.
“I remember my first day
there,” he told reporters in
December, days after signing
a four-year, $52 million deal
with the Yankees. “It was the
lousiest clubhouse. It was quiet,
everyone was so uptight about
the media. But we turned that
around. “We made it a fun place
to be.”
Don’t expect him to provide
the same kind of transformation to the notoriously stressed
Yankees clubhouse. Just changing the lineup should be
enough, though.
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INSIDE THE AL

A’s might make the grade with lineup overhaul and potent pitching
Bradley and Thomas to bring power to Oakland
MIKE DEBARTOLO

BY

Senior Staff Writer

So far most of the talk in the American
League this offseason has focused on the
New York Yankees and Boston Red Sox.
What else is new? The world champion
Chicago White Sox made big news with
their acquisitions of Jim Thome and Javier
Vazquez. But one team has flown under
the radar thus far, and yet it may be the
best of the bunch: the Oakland Athletics.
The A’s won 88 games last season
despite being plagued by injuries. This
year, they have re-stocked and look like
the early favorites to claim the American
League West, if not the World Series.
Last year, Oakland’s offense held them
back from winning their division. But this
year, the A’s acquired problem child Milton
Bradley from the Los Angeles Dodgers to
take over in right field. Bradley has his
drawbacks (i.e. profanity-laced tantrums),
but he’s only 28 and his bat will be a big
improvement. He put up a .834 OPS in
cavernous Dodger Stadium last season
despite battling injuries. If he keeps his
head on straight (he underwent anger
management counseling this offseason),
Bradley should be a significant upgrade.
At first base, instead of “pickin’ machine”
Scott Hatteberg and his dreadful .677 OPS,
Oakland will likely start Dan Johnson.
Last year, 25-year-old Johnson slugged
15 home runs in 375 at-bats and posted
a .806 OPS. A full season from Johnson in
place of Hatteberg will add at least a few
more wins in 2006.
The A’s also gambled a bit and signed
designated hitter Frank Thomas to a oneyear, incentive-laden contract. Thomas
is still battling ankle problems, but when
he’s healthy, he smashes. Even without

Thomas, Oakland’s lineup is far superior
to the 2005 version, but with a healthy
Thomas, the A’s could do some serious
damage.
The biggest thing holding back the 2005
A’s was the injury bug, and if they can get
full seasons from ace Rich Harden and
shortstop Bobby Crosby, they could very
well be the best team in baseball. Last
season, Crosby provided a .802 OPS while
flashing excellent defense, but he was held
to just 333 at-bats due to broken ribs and
a broken ankle. A healthy Crosby could
be one of the leading candidates in the
American League for a breakout season.
On the pitching side, if Harden is
healthy, he is probably the favorite for
the Cy Young in 2006. Just 24 years old,
Harden pitched his way to a 2.53 ERA in 19
starts last season, but suffered from shoulder problems. Harden’s stuff is among the
best in the game, and all indications are
that he is healthy going into 2006.
Harden anchors a pitching staff that
is among the most well-balanced in the
game. The A’s have a former Cy Young
winner in Barry Zito at the number two
spot, and Danny Haren had a very solid
first season with Oakland in 2005 (3.73
ERA), despite being just 25. Another 25year-old, Joe Blanton, put up an impressive 3.53 ERA. Blanton isn’t quite as overpowering as Haren, but he is still a horse
who should make a nice fourth or fifth
starter.
The bullpen is a source of strength
as well. Rookie of the Year flamethrower
Huston Street established himself as a
top-notch closer in short order last season. Justin Duchscherer was an All-Star in
2005, while Kiko Calero and Jay Witasick
are both very solid relievers. Juan Cruz
has always shown flashes of brilliance,

Tufts dreaming big in NCAAs
TOURNAMENT BID
Continued from page 32

tain Dan Martin will be able to
prolong their careers for at least
another game.
Fitzgerald, who entered the
program three years ago along
with juniors Brian Kumf, Jason
Grauer and tri-captain Dave
Shepherd, is proud the program’s
turnaround.
“A bunch of guys came in here
our first year and we were 8-17,”
Fitzgerald said. “I think after that
season we really stepped up and
made a commitment to this team
to work harder. Now, three years
later, we’re going to the national
tournament and we have a big
sense of accomplishment.”
With a bid secured, the Jumbos
are focusing their attention on
making a run in the tournament. Their road to the NESCAC

Championship game is promising, as it included a win over second-seeded Trinity in the semifinals.
The Trinity win, along with the
overtime game against the Lord
Jeffs, who dealt the Jumbos a 9970 thrashing just two weeks ago,
has given the team some confidence heading into the tournament.
“If we can play with Amherst,
one of the best teams in the
country, we can play with anybody,” Black said. “I think we
really proved that to ourselves
today.”
The Jumbos say that they will
not be content with a loss in the
first round.
“I think we all realize this isn’t
something that happens every
year so we’re going to make the
most out of it,” Fitzgerald said.

JOSE M. ORORIO/KRT

The acquisition of former Chicago White Sox player Frank Thomas should add some muchneeded firepower to the Oakland offense in 2006.
but he was unable to deliver last season
without the help of former Atlanta Braves
Pitching Coach Leo Mazzone (a sentence
that can describe many, many pitchers).
But there’s always a chance Cruz can turn
into a top-notch setup man.
A few years ago, Oakland’s focus quietly moved from finding players with high
on-base percentage to searching for inefficiencies in the defensive market. Now
they have built one of the best defensive
clubs in baseball. Mark Ellis is a phenomenal second baseman, and his bat won’t
hurt the lineup either. Mark Kotsay is
among the best in the game at centerfield,
and the same goes for Eric Chavez at third

base (who suffered a down year in 2005,
but is still just 28 years old and a perennial
all-star candidate).
The only real question for the Oakland
A’s heading into 2006 is whether they can
stay healthy. On paper they have perhaps
the best pitching and defense in baseball, and their lineup should be much
improved from 2005. If key players can
avoid the disabled list, they are virtually
assured of winning the American League
West and they could certainly go even
further than that. How far? As Oakland
General Manager Billy Beane will be the
first to tell you: it’s impossible to say — the
playoffs are a crap shoot.

SCHEDULE | Feb. 27 - March 5
MON

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

SUN

NCAA
Tournament
First Round

Men’s
Basketball
Women’s
Basketball

CSA Singles
CSA Singles
CSA Singles
Championship Championship Championship
@ Amherst
@Amherst
@Amherst

Women’s
Squash
Men’s
Swimming
Men’s
Track and Field

ECACs
@ Ursinus
(Fri-Sat)

Women’s
Track and Field

Trinity Last
Chance Meet
@ Yale, 6pm

IC4A champs.
@ BU
(Fri-Sun)

Jumbocast

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Women’s Basketball

Men’s Basketball
CONFERENCE

W
Team
8
Amherst
7
Trinity
6
Bates
6
Tufts
5
Bowdoin
5
Williams
4
Colby
Conn. Coll. 3
Middlebury 1
0
Wesleyan

L
1
2
3
3
4
4
5
6
8
9

OVERALL

Pct
.889
.778
.667
.667
.556
.556
.444
.333
.111
.000

W
23
18
20
20
16
17
11
13
12
6

L
2
5
5
5
9
8
14
11
12
17

Individual Statistics
Player
Dan Martin
Jake Weitzen
Ryan O’Keefe
Dave Shepherd
Brian Kumf
Jeremy Black
Brian Fitzgerald
Jason Grauer
Pat Sullivan
Dacson Sears
Aaron Gallant
Ross Trethewey
Carl Onubogu
Team

Ice Hockey

NESCAC Standings

NESCAC Standings

PPG RPG APG
17.6 6.9 1.1
15.1 5.4 2.6
11.6 3.0 1.1
10.0 3.2 4.0
9.0 5.7 1.1
7.8 3.1 4.5
5.4 6.0 1.0
2.4 1.7 0.4
2.2 1.6 0.3
2.2 0.9 0.3
1.4 0.4 0.2
0.8 0.6 0.3
0.6 1.8 0.2
83.1 42.0 16.5

CONFERENCE

Team
Bates
Bowdoin
Wesleyan
Williams
Amherst
Trinity
Tufts
Colby
Middlebury
Conn. Coll.

W
8
8
7
7
4
3
3
2
2
1

L
1
1
2
2
5
6
6
7
7
8

OVERALL

Pct
.889
.889
.778
.778
.444
.333
.333
.222
.222
.111

W
18
22
18
21
10
8
10
10
14
9

L
7
2
6
4
15
15
13
15
10
15

Individual Statistics
Player
Jess Powers
Valerie Krah
Laura Jasisnki
Libby Park
Jenna Gomez
Khalilah Ummah
Julia Verplank
Kim Moynihan
Taryn Miller-Stevens
Marilyn Duffy-Cabana
Katherine Miller
Anna Weber
Stacy Filocco
Team

PPG
11.6
10.1
7.2
5.9
5.9
5.7
5.2
4.4
2.1
2.0
1.3
0.0
0.0
56.4

RPG
3.6
2.4
6.3
5.0
4.7
4.8
2.5
2.3
2.4
1.7
2.4
0.3
0.0
40.1

NCAA Div. I Men’s
Basketball AP Ranking

NESCAC Standings
CONFERENCE

Team
Middlebury
Williams
Bowdoin
Colby
Trinity
Amherst
Hamilton
Wesleyan
Tufts
Conn. Coll.

W
16
13
10
11
9
9
8
6
6
3

L
2
3
6
7
7
9
9
9
11
15

GOALS

T
1
3
3
1
3
1
2
4
2
1

Pct
.889
.813
.625
.611
.563
.500
.471
.400
.353
.167

GF
90
78
67
71
63
67
71
44
61
44

GA
29
54
49
53
52
64
73
41
79
84

Individual Statistics
APG
2.5
1.6
0.7
0.6
0.5
0.2
1.7
1.1
2.0
0.9
0.6
0.0
0.0
10.5

Player
Matt McCarthy
Greg O’Connell
Greg McCarthy
Ken Cleary
Joe Milo
Ross Gimbel
Matt Dalton
Jack Thompson
Brian Bailey
Pat Walsh
Team
Goalkeeping
James Kalec
Issa Azat
Matt Ninnemann

G
18
9
14
9
12
10
3
2
2
1
84
GA
61
12
14

A
17
23
13
17
7
6
4
5
5
6
130
Svs.
579
172
146

Pts
35
32
27
26
19
16
7
7
7
7
214
Sv %
.905
.935
.912

Olympic Medal Count

as of Feb. 26, 2006
Rank, Team (Previous)

1. Duke (2)
2. Villanova (4)
3. Connecticut (1)
4. Memphis (3)
5. Gonzaga (5)
6. George Washington (7)
7. Texas (6)
8. Illinois (14)
9. Pittsburgh (9)
10. Tennessee (8)

NCAA Div. I Women’s
Basketball AP Ranking
as of Feb. 15, 2006
Rank, Team (Previous)

1. Duke (1)
2. LSU (2)
3. North Carolina (3)
4. Maryland (4)
5. Tennessee (5)
6. Connecticut (6)
7. Ohio State (7)
8. Rutgers (8)
9. Oklahoma (9)
10. Baylor (11)

1. Germany

29

2. United States

25

3. Canada

24

4. Austria

23

5. Russia

22

6. Norway

19

7. Sweden

14

7. Switzerland

14

9. Italy

11

9. South Korea

11

9. China

11

12. France

9

12. Netherlands

9

12. Finland

9

15. Czech Republic

4

16. Estonia

3

Monday, February 27, 2006

THE TUFTS DAILY

31

SPORTS

INSIDE MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

COLE LIBERATOR | HOT PEAS AND BUTTER

Handing out hardware: ‘06 was all Redick
Vols’ coach Bruce Pearl deserves Coach of the Year for transforming Tennessee
BY

ADAM COOPERSTOCK
Senior Staff Writer

With the regular season winding down
and Selection Sunday less than two
weeks away, it’s time for Inside College
Basketball to hand out some awards for
the 2005-2006 season.
National Player of the Year: J.J. Redick,
Duke Blue Devils.
In what has clearly been a twohorse race between Redick and Adam
Morrison of the Gonzaga Bulldogs from
the outset, Redick gets the edge here
because he has consistently played
against tougher competition throughout the season. He has raised his fieldgoal percentage by almost ten points
from last season despite attempts by
his opponents to neutralize his offensive prowess. Although his free-throw
percentage is at a career low, it’s still an
impressive 88.6 percent.
While Redick’s long-range game is
as good as ever, the improvements he
has made with his play inside the arc
have made him that much more difficult
to defend. If he maintains his current
average of 28.7 points per game, he
would set a single-season Duke record,
an obvious achievement considering
Duke’s history of excellence. He became
the all-time leading scorer in the history
of the Blue Devils and the Atlantic Coast
Conference this season. Redick raised
his performance in big games, torching
the Texas Longhorns and Georgetown
Hoyas for 41 points each and scoring at
least 30 points in 13 other games.
While Morrison and the University
of Connecticut’s Rudy Gay may be better pros down the line, Redick has been
the key for a Duke team in pursuit of a
national championship. The Blue Devils
will go as far in the tournament as
Redick and teammate Shelden Williams
will lead them. Honorable mentions:
Morrison, Gay, Williams.
Freshman of the Year: Tyler
Hansbrough, North Carolina Tar Heels.
This decision is far easier than the
last one. Hansbrough’s 18.8 points and
7.5 rebounds per game have led a Heels
squad that was forecasted to falter after
losing its top seven scorers from last
year’s national champion team. Instead,
the Tar Heels are tied for second place
in the ACC and look poised to secure a
top-four seed in the NCAA Tournament.
Hansbrough has had his share of
big games, most notably a monster 40point, 10-rebound effort in a comeback
victory over the Georgia Tech Yellow
Jackets that broke the record for most
points scored in a single game by a
freshman in ACC history. He is the best
player recruited thus far by UNC coach
Roy Williams, who may be on his way to

Slow pitch is better than
no pitch

J

PATRICK SCHNEIDER/KRT

With his long-range game as good as ever and a much-improved inside repertoire, Duke’s
J.J. Redick is making a strong case for Player of the Year.
his most notable coaching performance.
Honorable mentions: Brandon Rush,
Kansas Jayhawks, Shawne Williams,
Memphis Tigers.
Coach of the Year: Bruce Pearl,
Tennessee Volunteers.
In a year full of great coaching jobs,
this one goes to Pearl, who in his first
year with the Vols has them playing like
a Final Four-worthy team. After leading
the Wisconsin-Milwaukee Panthers to
the Sweet 16 last year with his highoctane style of play, he inherited a group
of players in Tennessee that mesh well
with his system. The Vols lead the SEC
East by 2.5 games and have recorded
impressive victories over the Florida
Gators and Texas. Pearl is getting the
most out of his players, especially the
backcourt duo of Chris Lofton and C.J.
Watson, who are playing about as well
as any pair in the country. It seems that

the hype in Knoxville is no longer just
about football. Honorable mentions:
Thad Matta, Ohio State Buckeyes, Mark
Gottfried, Alabama Crimson Tide, Roy
Williams, UNC. Bill Self, Kansas.
Most Improved Player: Aaron Gray,
Pittsburgh Panthers.
The Panthers would be sitting far
from their current 21-4 mark without
the surge in production from their big
man. After playing sporadically in his
first two seasons, the 7’2” junior is averaging 14.2 points and 10.5 boards to
spearhead a balanced offensive attack.
He is second in scoring behind guard
Carl Krauser, and is the team leader in
field-goal percentage and blocked shots.
He has been instrumental to a team
looking to improve upon last year’s firstround exit from the NCAA Tournament.
Honorable mention: Reyshawn Terry,
UNC.

oni Mitchell had it right; you really
don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s
gone.

Like the NBA on NBC, home cooking,
allowances, and Zack, Kelly and the gang
on Saturday mornings, there are some
things that you don’t truly appreciate until
you wake up one day and they’ve just up
and vanished like a fart in the wind. Well
I can now add intramural softball and flag
football to that list. Yes, those two timehonored sporting traditions of the former high school all-star have sadly been
erased from the intramural repertoire this
semester.
Now I haven’t played on a softball team
since sophomore year, and my flag football experience consists of only a handful
of games here and there, but after hearing
the news I was livid. While the chances of
my playing in either of the leagues this
semester were probably slim, there still
was a chance. And I’ll be damned if that
one-in-1,000 shot is taken away from me.
I’ve never been a big fan of the way the
intramural system is run at this school.
My past intramural experiences have
included absentee refs, turf field lights
going AWOL, and wasting half a softball
game sprinting from the field to Cohen
and back for a bat and a ball.
But the most ridiculous intramural
snafu occurred last spring when during
the second half of the soccer championship the lights inexplicably went off. The
excuse we received was a nonchalant “its
10:30 — quittin’ time.” That’s it. There
was no, “I’m sorry, we should have started
the playoffs earlier to account for time
between games” or “Our fault guys, next
year we will divide the playoffs into two
days.” Nope, just “see you next year.”
And this most recent news has put me
over the edge. So as any furious, foaming
at the mouth, teetering on the brink of
insanity citizen would do, I wrote a letter to the intramural coordinator, Cheryl
Milligan, asking her three questions. A)
Why did they cut football and softball? B)
Why does the sports season start so late
(March 27th)? C) Do you eat your baby
see LIBERATOR, page 29
Cole Liberator is a senior majoring in
history. He can be reached via e-mail at cole.
liberator@tufts.edu

Athletes of the Week
CATHERINE BECK, WOMEN'S TRACK AND FIELD
There’s just no distance that Beck can’t conquer. At the
All-New England Championships this weekend, sophomore
Catherine Beck took second in the mile, setting a new school
record of 4:55.39 and narrowly missing the automatic qualifying mark for the NCAA Championships.
In a competitive race with Providence freshman Katie
DiCamillo, Beck almost took the All-New England title and her
time misses the automatic qualifying mark for nationals by .39
seconds. She is now the new Tufts record-holder, beating Kathy
Whitcomb’s (‘78) record of 4:56.00.

Beck, who led the cross-country team in every race this season and qualifed for the indoor track NCAA Championships
last season in the 5,000 meters, displayed surprising mid-distance prowess by running 5:00.61 at the second Tufts Invite in
mid-January. She followed up on that performance last week
by taking first (5:00.66) at the Div. III New England Regional
Championships and second in the 3,000 (9:54.57).
The Brookline, New Hampshire native will have her choice of
events in which to compete at Nationals, as she has provisionally qualified in both the 5,000 meters and the mile.

JAKE WEITZEN, MEN'S BASKETBALL
Weitzen played some of his best basketball of the season at exactly the right time. Shooting 10 for 14 in the
team's nailbiting 94-86 overtime loss to the Lord Jeffs in
the NESCAC Championship game, he scored 25 points and
pulled down seven rebounds.
The sophomore forward also tacked on a double-double
in Saturday’s 88-75 overtime win over Trinity in the NESCAC semifinals that got the Jumbos to the finals, scoring 21
points and pulling down 10 rebounds.
Weitzen combined with senior Dan Martin and sophomore

Jeremy Black to shoot 65.9% from the field against Amherst.
The New York City native drilled a big right-handed hook
shot with 3:03 left in the fourth quarter to tie the game at
74 and added two free throws with 1:37 left to give the
team the lead, 76-74.
Against the Bantams, Weitzen dropped seven points and
grabbed three rebounds in overtime to help the Jumbos take
down Trinity with a 18-5 run in the extra frame. The team
will now await the news of its NCAA tournament opponent,
having received an at-large bid for the tournament.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Overtime weekend leaves Tufts just short
Jumbos top Trinity but lose NESCAC crown to Amherst in second straight OT thriller
BY

EVANS CLINCHY

Senior Staff Writer

Fifteen days after suffering
a 29-point loss at the hands
of the Amherst Lord Jeffs, the
MEN’S BASKETBALL
at Amherst, Sunday
NESCAC Tournament Finals
No. 3 Tufts 86
No. 1 Amherst 94, OT
Weitzen: 25 points, 7 rebounds
Martin: 23 points, 10 rebounds
Black: 17 points, 8 rebounds,
8 assists
at Amherst, Saturday
NESCAC Tournament Semifinals
No. 3 Tufts 88
No. 2 Trinity 75
Shepherd: 22 points, 11 rebounds, 11-11 FT-FTA
Weitzen: 21 points, 5 assists
Kumf: 13 rebounds
O’Keefe: 19 points
Tufts men’s basketball team
walked into LeFrak Gymnasium
on Sunday looking for revenge.
Coming off a hard-fought
battle to make their way into
the NESCAC championship
game, the resurgent Jumbos
forced an overtime period in
their matchup with the topseeded Jeffs. They eventually
fell short in the extra frame, as
Amherst walked away with a
94-86 win.
Senior tri-captain Dan Martin
turned in a double-double for
Tufts with 23 points and 10
rebounds, and sophomore forward Jake Weitzen had a gamehigh 25 points of his own to
lead the Jumbos.

But Amherst, with keen
ball-handling and an offensive
attack that fielded four scorers
in double figures, pulled away
in the end, winning a physical,
emotionally-charged battle for
the NESCAC crown.
The Lord Jeffs improved to
25-2 overall with the win and
solidified their status as one of
the nation’s top Div. III teams.
“I see Amherst as a potential
Final Four team,” Tufts coach
Bob Sheldon said. “They’re
deep and they’re big. They can
all play, they can all shoot, and
they’re all about six-foot-five.”
Amherst junior forward Dan
Wheeler led the way with 24
points and senior co-captain
John Bedford added 23. The
sharp-shooting Jeffs were quiet
from three-point land for much
of the game, only really unleashing their long-range shots in
the second half, including the
shot from senior John Casnocha
with 30 seconds remaining that
erased a one-point Tufts lead.
The Lord Jeffs got some help
from Tufts fouls, as they hit
26 of 36 from the free throw
line. In the end, their offensive
attack was too much for the
Jumbos to handle.
“They’re really athletic, and
they have very good shooters,”
Weitzen said. “It’s a very creative offense — they have a
bunch of different options.”
The Jumbos, however, were
in control of the game for much
of the first half. A Weitzen layup with 10:59 remaining in
the half gave Tufts an early 11point lead, 24-13. Weitzen finished the half with 13 points,
and sophomore guard Jeremy
Black added 10 of his careersee MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 29
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Junior forward Brian Kumf aims to keep Tufts’ NESCAC tournament
momentum alive as the Jumbos head into the NCAA tournament.

Bowdoin wins
sixth straight title
For the fourth straight year,
the matchup, the winner and
the emphatic statement of
dynastic postseason dominance
were exactly the same.
When the Bowdoin Polar
Bears claimed their sixth consecutive NESCAC Tournament
title with a 68-58 win over
runner-up Bates on Sunday,
only the location was different. The title was the first not
won in the friendly confines of
Morrell Gym, as a regular-season 56-51 loss to Bates gave
the Bobcats the tournament’s
top seed and hosting privileges.
After a lifeless offensive
start from both teams, the
second-seeded Polar Bears
overcame a 26-19 halftime
deficit to end the Bobcats’ season and their 23-game home
win streak. Sophomore Marisa
Berne scored 18 points and
junior Julia Loonin added 17
— all in the second half — to
lead four Bowdoin players in
double digits.
Sophomore Sarah Barton led
the Bobcats with 15 points and
seven assists, and despite limited minutes due to foul trouble,
standout junior Meg Coffin
put in a double-double with 12
points and 12 rebounds. But
neither was enough as topseeded Bates fell to the Polar
Bears in the league’s biggest
rivalry and a rematch of the
2005 title game.
The Polar Bears have won
the tournament every year
since its inauguration in the
2000-2001 season. During that
time, they have turned their
five automatic NCAA bids into
a Sweet Sixteen appearance,
three Elite Eight showings, and
a Final Four spot in 2004.
—by Liz Hoffman

NCAA TOURNAMENT

March Madness? Count Tufts in as men qualify with at-large bid
At 21-6, the basketball team earns a berth to the Div. III NCAA tournament for the first time in a decade
BY

NATE GRUBMAN

Senior Staff Writer

MIKE CONROY/TUFTS DAILY

Junior Jason Grauer has seen the men’s basketball team go from 8-17 his freshman year to
21-6 this season, good enough for an at-large bid to the NCAA tournament.

After handing men’s basketball coach
Bob Sheldon some bad news in the form of
a 94-86 loss in the NESCAC Championship
game, Amherst coach Dave Hixon gave
Sheldon and the Jumbos some of the best
news of the season.
Hixon, a member of the NCAA Selection
Committee, told Sheldon that his team
had earned an at-large bid to the tournament, its first bid in almost a decade.
“It’s the first one in almost ten years
for Tufts and we’re just happy to keep the
season alive and see how we can do in the
tournament,” sophomore Jake Weitzen
said. “Everyone’s excited to be able to play
some more basketball.”
The Jumbos will be making their first
trip to the NCAA Tournament since the
1996-1997 season, when they defeated
UMass-Dartmouth 65-63 in the first round
before losing to Salem State in the next
round.
With a 21-6 record, this year’s team
knew the odds of earning a bid to the tournament were in its favor, even without the
automatic bid that would have resulted
from a win over Amherst and NESCAC
championship.
Coming into the season, the Jumbos set
a goal of winning 20 games, and NESCAC
tournament wins over Williams and Trinity
put them over the mark.
“We figured that if we were able to get
20 wins with our strength of schedule
— because we have one of the toughest
schedules in the country — we would

probably make the tournament,” sophomore Jeremy Black said. “Beating Trinity
put us in a great position with 21 wins,
putting us, at worst, at second in the
NESCAC. The NESCAC is one of the toughest conferences in the country.”
At about 8 a.m. today, the NCAA will
announce the pairings for the tournament, which begins on Mar. 2. The tournament was expanded this year from 38
to 59 teams. Thirty-seven of those bids
are reserved for the winners of conference tournaments, four are reserved for
teams in conferences outside of those big
37 and the remaining 18 at-large bids are
awarded to teams in what is called Pool
C, the pool in which Tufts finds itself after
dropping the game to Amherst.
“I do think [the expanded tournament]
helped us, but I don’t think it would’ve
been an issue, because we were second
place in the NESCAC this year,” Black said.
Usually a second team from the NESCAC
makes it because we have one of the
toughest conferences in the country.”
Coming into Sunday’s game, the Jumbos
were listed as the strongest of all the possible Pool C teams by d3hoops.com. The
news of the at-large a bid lightened the
disappointment of the tough overtime
loss to the No. 5 team in the country.
“It makes that loss hurt just a little bit,”
Black said. “If we had not been playing
in the tournament, that would’ve been a
tough way to end the season.”
Instead of going out on a disappointing
loss, seniors Brian Fitzgerald and tri-capsee TOURNAMENT BID, page 30

