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MEMORANDUM 

TO: S t a t e  ~ c t i v i t i ' e s  Commi t t e e  

FROM: Roger L. Mozingo 

RE: Rhode Is land H 5076 ,  'KBill t o  P roh ib i t  Smoking i n  Al l  Pub l i c  
Buildings and Workplaces Except i n  S p e c i f i c  Areasa 

DATE: February 2 0 ,  1985 

H 5076,  "A B i l l  t o  P r o h i b i t  Smoking i n  A l l  Publ ic  Bui ldings  and Workplaces 
Except i n  Spec i f i c  Areasn (Exhibi t  A)  is  c u r r e n t l y  being considered by t h e  
House Heal th ,  Education and Welfare Committee (Exhib i t  B-1) of t h e  Rhode 
I s l a n d  Leg i s l a tu re .  

A hea r ing  was held before  t h e  Committee on Wednesday, February 13. The 
Tobacco I n s t i t u t e  and i t s  wholesaler a l l i e s  presented test imony i n  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Members of t h e  s t a t e ' s  l a b o r  and bus ines s  
communities f i l e d  i n  oppos i t ion  and w i l l  a c t i v e l y  lobby, bu t  p re fe r r ed  t o  

, s t a y  o u t  of t h e  s p o t l i g h t .  No vo te  was taken; and it i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  
I Committee w i l l  hold t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  review and a c t i o n  a t  a l a t e r  time. 1 The i n t e n t  of our a c t i o n  i s  t o  keep t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  he ld  i n  Committee. If 
I t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  moves o u t  of Committee and through t h e  House, it w i l l  be 

reviewed by t h e  Senate Health, Education and Welfare Committee (Exh ib i t  
I 8-21 b e f o r e  going t o  t h e  Senate f loo r .  

In  t h e  p a s t  t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  has  enacted r e s t r i c t i o n s  on smoking i n  
r e s t a u r a n t s  and has considered s i m i l a r  workplace r e s t r i c t i o n s .  During t h e  
1984 Session, a b i l l  requi r ing  r e s t au ran t s  t o  pos t  s i g n s  informing people 
of the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of nonsmoking sec t ions  was passed; and a s i m i l a r  p iece  
of workplace l e g i s l a t i o n  was considered and re jec ted .  

PLAN OF ACTION 

D i r e c t  Lobbying 
N 
4. L e g i s l a t i v e  counsel has arranged a s e r i e s  of one-on-one meetings w i t h  

members of t h e  Health, Education and We1 f a r e  Committee. Addi t ional  
meet ings  a r e  a l s o  being conducted with  l e g i s l a t i v e  l e a d e r s  i n  both p a r t i e s  
i n  bo th  houses. A t  t h i s  point ,  t h e  Speaker has ind ica t ed  t h a t  t h i s  i s  "not  
a p r i o r i t y n  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  However, t h i s  may change. 

' 
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I L e g i s l a t i v e  Support 

E f f o r t s  have a l r e a d y  been implemented t o  develop t h e  suppor t  of v a r i o u s  
o rgan iza t ions  t o  h e l p  d e f e a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Members of this c o a l i t i o n  
inc lude  t h e  va r ious  wholesa le rs  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  Rhode I s l a n d  H o s p i t a l i t y  
Associat ion,  t h e  Rhode I s l a n d  S t a t e  Chamber of Commerce, and t h e  Rhode 
I s l and  S t a t e  Council AFL-CIO. Each of t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a s  ag reed  t o  
lobby and mobi l ize  i t s  members i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  However, 
t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  enthusiasm f o r  t h e  e f f o r t .  If t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p roceeds  
beyond t h e  House Health,  Education and Welfare Committee, an ~ d v e r t i s i n g  
program, pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s  campaign, v o t e r  survey,  and economic survey  a r e  
being cons idered  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  of Rhode I s land .  

ACTION RWUESTED 

A t  t h i s  t ime,  we reques t  permiss ion t o  ask member company TAN a c t i v i s t s  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  fol lowing a c t i v i t i e s  as r equ i r ed  by t h e  movement of t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n :  

1. Write immediately t o  t h e  Chairman of t h e  House Hea l th ,  
Education and Welfare Committee. At tached is  t h e  l e t t e r  
(Exh ib i t  C) t o  TAN a c t i v i s t s  and a l i s t  of sugges ted  p o i n t s  
t h a t  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  can make i n  t h e i r  correspondence ( E x h i b i t  
D) 

2.  Write immediately t o  t h e  Speaker of t h e  House and t h e  S e n a t e  
Majori ty Leader a t  t h e  f ol lcwing addres ses :  

The Honorable Hatthew J. Smith 
Speaker of t h e  House 
86 Pont iac  Avenue 
Providence, RI 02907 

The Honorable John C. Revens, J r .  
Senate Major i ty  Leader 
Room 318 
S t a t e  House 
Providence, R I  02903 

I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  proceeds beyond t h e  Heal th ,  Educat ion and K e l f a r e  
Commit t e e  : 

3 .  Write t o  members of t h e  Rhode I s l a n d  Eouse of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
(Exh ib i t  El. The l e t t e r  r eques t ing  t h i s  a c t i o n  would be 
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  Number 1 above; and t h e  sugges ted  p o i n t s  
would be t h e  same. 

4 .  P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a te lephone bank e f f o r t  t o  encourage o t h e r  TAN 
members and members of t h e  bus iness  community t o  a c t i v e l y  
oppose t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  a f t e r  
normal bus iness  hours. 
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5 .  P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  " l e t t e r - to - the -ed i to r "  campaign i n  s e l e c t e d  
media markets. 

6. P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  "meet your l e g i s l a t o r "  programs i n  s e l e c t e d  
areas. If necessary, such ga the r ings  would occur,  wi th  your 
permission, during normal bus ines s  hours. However, every 
e f f o r t  would be made t o  have t h e s e  s e s s i o n s  a f t e r  normal 
business hours. 

7 .  P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  f l y e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  program t o  r e t a i l  o u t l e t s  
throughout the  s t a t e .  

8.  P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  p e t i t i o n  dr ive .  

I f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  should proceed from t h e  House t o  t h e  Senate, we would 1 r eques t  t h e  following: 

9. Pa r t i c ipa t ion  by a l l  a c t i v i s t s  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  
l i s t e d  above with t h e  members of  t h e  Sena te  Health, Education 
and Welfare Committee and then t h e  members of t h e  Rhode I s l and  
Senate (Exhibi t  F ) .  

T h e  above a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be implemented a s  necessary,  based on movement of 
t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e  guidance of l o c a l  counsel.  Approval f o r  t h e s e  
a c t i v i t i e s  i s  requested now t o  e l imina te  de l ays  dur ing  t h e  sess ion .  

We a l s o  reques t  tha t  you a s s i s t  our  l o c a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t  by con tac t ing  
your s u b s i d i a r i e s ,  supp l i e r s ,  and a d v e r t i s e r s  w i th in  t h e  S t a t e  of Rhode 
I s l a n d  t o  secure  t h e i r  ea r ly  oppos i t ion  t o  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The e f f o r t s  
of t h e s e  people would be e spec ia l ly  he lpfu l  wi th  members of t h e  Health,  
Education, and Welfare Committee and t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  leadersh ip .  

L e g i s l a t i v e  counsel and Covington and B u r l  ing  have reviewed t h e  lobbying 
laws of t h e  S t a t e  of Rhode I s land  and have determined t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n s  
reques ted  do not requi re  t he  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  r e g i s t e r  a s  l e g i s l a t i v e  
agents / lobbyis t s .  

P l ease  con tac t  B i l l  Cannell wi th  your approval of t h e  requested a c t i o n  and 
your recommendations f o r  add i t i ona l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

WSS 
Enclosures  
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Distribution L i s t :  

Mr. William A. Adams 
W. E. Ainsworth, J r . ,  Esquire 
James T. Breedlove, Esquire 
Mr. W i l l i a m  A. Cannell 
James R. Cherry, Esquire 
Mr. Samuel D. Chilcote, J r .  
Mr. Edgar M. Cullman, Jr .  
Mr. K.v.R. Dey, J r .  
Mr. Dennis M. Dyer 
Mr. Dale Florio 
Mr. Rugh W. Foley 
Mr. K. Michael I r i s h  
Mr. W i l l i a m  Kloepfer 

Mr. Donald Em Mott 
Mr. Jack Nelson 
Governor Dennis J, Roberts 
Daniel A. Rowley, Esquire 
John P. Rupp, Esquire 
Mr. Stanley S. Scot t  
R. Kelly Sheridan, Esquire 
Mr. Guy L. Smith, IV 
Mr. George Walters 
J. Kendrick Wells, 111, Esquire 
Mr. Kent Wold 
Mr. Walter N. Woodson 
Ms. Catherine Yoe 


