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S P E Q R N Q N  M O T  I N C  P.O1 

to battle status 
Feeling theitrights are 
being trampled upon, groups 
such as the Smokers Rights 
Alliance are springing up to 
do battle with the glowing 
an ti-smoking legions. 

MOULTRlE, Ga. - As public 
disapproval of smoking grows and 
more states and cities restrict the 
habit, diehard smokem are fighting 
back. 

Ninc cities In Georgia have 
smokes' rights groups. Simllar orc 
ganlzalions have sprung up in North 
Carolina, Virginia, Kentucky and 
olher tobacco states, too. 

They've lobbled legislalols and . ''Smaken don't deserve b be h-mted like secondclass cltlzens." says 
clalrncd dixrimlnat'oJ'* prtsenting warehouseman Frank Pidcack. holding tobacco I e a v p  in his off ioe 
themselves as a mallnned minority. 

"Smokers.. . don't-derr4rve to tk - t. 
treated like secondclass cltlzens," 
complained Frank Pidcock, a tobacr 
co warehouseman in Mouitrle and a 
menrber of the Smokers RtghU Alll- 
ance, one of three nalional gmups 

."We've really been the whipping, 
I boy*',. . 

If , -The president of Pidcock+s orga-.. 
~.nlzcrtlon, Dave  Brmton of M m  
i$rl&>.sald :smoke& dghts gmup!s'-. :: 

i &w;.tihe'i .*them. ; tobac+'+ " 
i:growlng cegiori,.b.u~.that recent wo.. .. . t _ ., - 
.r,cessest colr'snthnmklng ' group ,In :;: .; r. 
:gcttingrastricrions enactcd w e n ; i " . ~ ~ .  , .. 
. the tobacco stronghold mean bolder .'..?: 
. eflorU wlll be needed. , . . . , . ."I wish there were a greater d e .  ,I!: 
grtk of aclivlty becsuse M, much ' 

'.at@ntlon has been,fo?med on that :.;, ; .. .. 
:region aria wUl + in the next few'?  ' 

'.yean,".;Ennton said: 'me forces'.;' : .... 

!arrayed .agalnsr us, will spend an:; ,_,.-.-. . , : cnormpus m o u n t  i n -  % :.t,$.pe,%.. . : . -  . ....,,: . ... . . .f , A a s o c f o t o d ~ P r o # m - - ~ ~ ~  . . 
I #... 

.btlt."-~: . -, ; *.,- ..,,,:,. ,. /:F*. . , . 

I:: ... Southern . s t i les  -account- ford*- haVh gone. j?to t~ w e a n  the on$. ,, 

:'more than a tenth 01,the mughly. ij mtnority, left'. . . who I S  willing to 
'$00 local ordlnsnc& rostrlctlng~or ':.flde on the back of the  bus" 
, bannlng smoWng In publlc placts ;.,.:. A1-p Said her gmup gels sup. 
around the ' nalion, ...a ccordin8 to : . port lmm two maor  tobacco corn 
anti-smoking gpmp' talllea ';, ,. -panics, Phllip Morrls USA and the  

' . .. On the orher hand, of .tho 20, RJ.. Reynolds Tobacco Co. Brenton ' : 
slates . with a form of s m o k e m * ~ ! . ~ d  his g m p  gets some support , 

rights 'law.- preventing emplayen, ..,. from h e .  Industry, too. . . . .. . . , ., 
mrn gcnallzlng ,mokeq or reject- ' But both mid t he  gmup are trU- . 
Ing job appHcanU who amoke -- ' -13 8'grasamoW' movements, not' 
five a n  in Ule South: Kentucky, @w , creations of Blg Tobacco, as and- 
Isi a, Mlssiosippl, South Carollna . srnoklng activists contond ''Almost 
an2"Vlrginlr , . . elways,'1 Brenton sald, "it's a rcab 

. m a n  AII&;, bbokeswoman foi . . t he  Mnd of situation to extreme,., 
9 the United.Smokei% Association in hystsrlcal almost Irrational initla* 
' Westport, Conn., .said smokers are tives" by antlamoking lorcea who, 
unltlng to defend their lights and. he argued, "march to a common 
nght Job dimcrlmlnarion. :.drummer." 
, - uWcaw noUced . over; lhe ~'l&~.'-:~.A~study published In the.Journal 

'year that -there art more and more of fhe American Medlcel Ammla- 
people . sayin& 'My Got%, I .  didn't ' tion in October said tobacco compa 
know t he re  . was ' a'ny body ;out ',- nies claimed to have eslablfshed at 

' then,' 't ,she said. ('Aa -,gays:,,have ' leest - 600 smokers' rfghts group .. 
,*,A ,:.. ,. *C-  -1-1. . ---1.*- .. --I.... .L- --..-.-. **- ---I I..--U... 

and mechanism lor lunnellng tobac- 
windustry rcsouras Inlo the flghl 
against local legislallon without the 
overt appearance of the tobacco 
fndustry." 

Thc companlcs have bull1 large 
wmputw databases, using mall-In 
rebare coupons to Identify smokers, 
and have used those and publica- 
lions such as RJ.  Reynolds' Choice 
nlagazlnc to c~rnmunlcatc wi€b and 
moblllze smokem,. the study mid. 
' . In ~ r p i a ,  where nueared te 
bacco generntas thousands of jobs 
and $160 million a year for tarnleftl 
ornoken' rlghts groups are expect- 
ed lo reintroduce two bills in the 
Lcgislaturc that they lobbled unsuo 
cessfully for last year. .,. . , 
.. One would llrnit the  authodtjr or 
loCII1 goyernments to rcgtrlcl smok- 
Ing and the other would .prohJblt 

'employers from ' dlsc)imln'.ating. 
a~e lns t  mokem, - ., . h;,: 1:;";rr :;, : . . 
.' , Pidcock .said ..the : gdvernrnmt 
has a responslblllty to Inform ciri- 
zenr of poslblo health hazards, but 
should no1 adopt "a Big Bmther ap 
pro(lchw md deprlve them of lheir 

. rights. 
Smoklng has been llnkcd to lung 

cancer, heart dlserrse and other fa- 
tal di- Some researchers &. 
lie* envlranmental tobacw amoke 
fs harmful to nonsmokers;' but 
smoMng g m u p  dispute that claim: 
. Mw Montgomery, leader: of a 

smokersa rights group In Macan, 
Ga, said smokers are more willing 
to speak up.on issued that e t  
them. 

"We're willlng to work out a f& 
plan that smokers md non-stnoken. 
can live with," he said ' "We're-: 
peaceful folks. 1 don't want to make 
it uncomforrabla for. nommokers, 
but. I certainly don! want them to 

TIFL 0042423 


