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Bags of feces found in Sophia Gordon Pickard hopes to open
Smelly repeat offense in dorm stinks of mischief
up Dining Services’
on-campus offerings
by Nina Ford and
Sarah Butrymowicz

Daily Editorial Board

Custodians at Sophia Gordon
Hall have reported finding “plastic bags filled with excrement by
the west-side elevator on the first
floor,” according to an e-mail
that the Office of Residential Life
and Learning (ResLife) sent to
residents on Tuesday.
The e-mail stated that this had
occurred five times in the last
week. “It is currently unknown
whether the substance is animal or
human,” it read. “Regardless these
actions are completely unacceptable and present a serious health
hazard to students, staff and
guests. Additionally, these actions
are a poor reflection of our residential community.”
Senior and Sophia Gordon resident Ted McMahan said he came
across one of the bags. Although
he has not “examined it too
closely,” he described the bag as
a “medium-filled trash bag that
smells of bathroom.”
He added, “It’s really gross … It
smells awful.”
While the e-mail from ResLife
said that five bags of feces had
been left over the course of the
week, McMahan estimated that
almost twice that amount had
been left over the past two weeks.
And the e-mail did not dissuade someone from leaving a
new bag yesterday afternoon. “It’s
been every day for over a week,”
McMahan said. “The resident
director said it’s happened every
day for a week. It’s happened probably eleven times.”
ResLife sent out the e-mail
immediately after receiving notification of the incidents from
OneSource Services, Inc., Tufts’
janitorial service. ResLife is still in

Alex Schmieder/Tufts Daily

see SOFIA GORDON, page 2

A student uses the elevator in Sophia Gordon Hall, where bags of feces
have been found repeatedly in recent days.
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Somerville alderman locked in
legal battle with constituents
by

Alexandra Bogus

Daily Editorial Board

Somerville Alderman Sean
O’Donovan is engaged in a legal
battle with his constituents over
his plans to develop a plot of
land that neighbors say is not
large enough for the project.
Local residents filed a lawsuit against O’Donovan, a lawyer and businessman, in June,
and the alderman put forward a
countersuit in August.
O’Donovan and his business
partner, Felix Consilvio, aim to
build five housing units on a lot
at 42 Craigie St. in Somerville.
A three-family home currently
sits on the property, which is
located in Ward 3. O’Donovan
represents Ward 5, but the property in question lies near the
border between the two wards.
Neighborhood residents have
expressed concern that the project, which will add two buildings
to the lot, is too ambitious for

Gillian Javetski

Daily Editorial Board

the property and will kill several mature trees, including a
100-year-old elm.
The developers say they have
taken neighborhood concerns
into account and have met all
zoning requirements.
Consilvio applied for a permit to build the structures with
the Somerville Zoning Board
of Appeals in mid-February.
Eight of O’Donovan’s constituents filed suit against him and
Consilvio in June, claiming that
the plans did not fall in line with
zoning requirements. The board
approved the project unanimously the following month.
In August, the developers
filed a countersuit against the
residents, claiming promissory
estoppel, a legal principle that
prevents a party from reneging
on a promise made in the past.
The developers’ lawyer, Gerry
D’Ambrosio, called the counterclaim
see ALDERMAN, page 2

During dinner at Carmichael
Dining Hall last week, sophomore
Julia Bordin expressed her frustration when she found out the stirfry station was closing earlier than
she expected.
“I think it’s ridiculous that the
dining hall closes so early, especially because college students’
time schedules run much later,”
Bordin said, referring to the fact
that Carmichael closes at 8 p.m.
on most nights, and at 7:30 p.m.
on Fridays. “It’s also not right that
even though dining halls like
Carmichael are supposed to close
at eight during the week, a lot of
food is put away at 7:15.”
Bordin is not the only Tufts student who is disappointed with the
dining hours of campus eateries.
Complaints like hers are common
enough that Tufts Community
Union President Duncan Pickard
has made it a Senate priority to
evaluate the way in which Dining
Services sets hours for its nine venues on campus.
Pickard said that the Senate
is talking with administrators
about how to move forward,
adding that he doesn’t “know
what roadblocks [the Senate]
will encounter.”
“We’re talking with administrators and trying to figure out the
best way to go about this — how
do we build a coalition around
this?” he said. “Broadly, I envision
a campus that has more meal
options, where students don’t have
to choose between buying food
and going out on the weekends.
I envision a place where Dining
[Services] doesn’t restrict student

programming.”
Pickard says Dining Services
is the only sector of the university with a business model that
requires it to turn a profit at
the end of each academic year.
Calling this system “problematic,” Pickard says the model that
necessitates the dining venues’
hours sometimes compromises
students’ needs.
“It’s something that we’ve had
an issue with for a while and
we’d like to act on,” Pickard said.
“Although [Dining Services] are
definitely providing for students’
needs, I think that they can do it
a little better. We need to revisit
the way that students interact with
Dining Services.”
Pickard said Dining Services,
with a self-contained business
model, controls many potential
venues for student programming.
“Because a lot of programming spaces on campus are run
by Dining Services, it’s difficult
for groups to provide social programming when we are operating
under a business model,” he said.
Pickard referred to the trimming of Brown and Brew’s hours
this year as an example of this
problem. The campus café used
to stay open until 1 a.m. each day
of the week, but this fall, Dining
Services announced that Brown
and Brew would be closed on
Saturdays, Sundays and after 11
p.m. on weekdays.
“Brown and Brew was a great
programming venue for students who met at night, but that
is no longer available to students
because Dining Services was losing money,” Pickard said. “While it
see DINING, page 2

Tufts Roundtable a new forum for political discourse
by

Ben Gittleson

Daily Editorial Board

Frequenters of racks bearing
campus publications gained another choice last week, when the Tufts
Roundtable published its inaugural
issue on Oct. 30. But readers had
to act fast — copies of the nonpartisan political analysis magazine
flew off the racks and were difficult
to find come Election Day.
The publication’s founders said
they created the magazine to fill
a void in on-campus political discourse, which they said has been
dominated by partisan rhetoric.
“We thought that there was
no place, no forum, for political
speech to take place in a way that
was non-partisan,” said sophomore Sam Wallis, the magazine’s
editor-in-chief and one of its three
founders. “That was really the
motivation behind it, just to usher
in a new age of political discretion
at Tufts and into Boston as well.”
The first issue focuses on the
presidential election. It features
nearly a dozen articles on both of

Inside this issue

the candidates in Tuesday’s presidential election, as well as coverage
of local, national and international issues such as the war in Iraq,
Russia’s relations with the United
States and the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority’s Green

Line Extension project.
“I think we really did provide a
guide to the election that didn’t just
show one side,” Wallis said.
Although Tufts already has a
see ROUNDTABLE, page 2

Alex Schmieder/Tufts Daily

Tufts Roundtable offers a non-partisan take on political issues.
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Details surrounding bags of excrement
are still uncertain, ResLife says
SOPHIA GORDON

continued from page 1

the beginning stages of its investigation,
according to a Keiko Zoll, assistant coordinator of residential halls.
“At this time, we have no information
regarding any person(s) responsible,”
she said in an e-mail to the Daily.
In its e-mail to Sophia Gordon residents, ResLife warned students that it
will be monitoring activity in the building and, once the office determines who
is responsible, will hold them “accountable to the university judicial process.”
They also promised room inspections. “Please also be aware that Health
and Safety Inspections will be occurring over the next several weeks within
Sophia Gordon, and that Residential
Staff will be entering your room at
any time (specific dates and times will
be posted throughout the hall),” the
e-mail read. “In light of this information
regarding a clear violation of health and
safety standards in the building, you
can expect these upcoming inspections
to be thorough.”
Senior Kevin Conroy, who lives in
Sophia Gordon and was not aware of the

incidents until he received the e-mail,
said he is skeptical that the perpetrator would keep the bags in his or her
room. “It seems kind of pointless to me
because I don’t know what they’re looking for,” he said.
McMahan speculated that the guilty
party does not live in the dorm, meaning the inspections would be futile.
“Somebody has just been, like, coming
in and dropping it off early in the morning before anybody wakes up,” he said.
ResLife is reaching out to students for
help. “We have very few details at this
time and we encourage anyone with
information to contact the Office of
Residential Life and Learning as soon as
possible,” Zoll said.
The Tufts University Police Department (TUPD) has not been involved,
but is aware of the situation. “It initially came to my attention on Tuesday,”
TUPD Captain Mark Keith said.
But Keith does not anticipate that
TUPD will be involved if the culprit is
caught. “We have to see if any laws are
broken,” he said. “I would think it would
be more of a Residential Life issue to
deal with.”

TUDS director defends hours cuts

DINING

continued from page 1

makes sense from their position, it poses a
problem to a lot of students.”
“I was really upset when I found
out that Brown and Brew cut back its
hours,” sophomore Andrew Wise said.
“I would really like Brown and Brew to
be open on the weekends because it’s
convenient to stop by after the gym. It’s
also a great place during the weekends
to see bands play.”
Director of Dining Services Patti Klos
said she is sympathetic with students’ concerns, but after witnessing four years of
declining sales, it was time to trim Brown
and Brew’s hours.
“I can show you how many people
come into Brown and Brew from 9 p.m. to
1 a.m., and it’s not enough to justify keeping [the café] open,” she said. “However, I
understand that for those who want to go
after 11 p.m. or during the weekend, having Brown and Brew closed is a big deal.”
Calling Tufts’ dining office “one of the
best in the country,” Dean of Student
Affairs Bruce Reitman said in an e-mail
that administrators, students and Dining
Services need to find a balance between
a profit model and a service model. “I

don’t think that a purely profitability
model for priorities works on a college
campus like ours.”
“I am always concerned when we start
talking about cutting back hours or weekend service in any of our social/food venues on campus,” Reitman said. “I see these
‘eateries’ as a way to draw students to the
campus. So I would push for extended
hours even if some of the locations are not
profitable.
“On the other [hand], that would require
that the operation be subsidized since it
won’t pay for itself and identifying the funding source can be difficult in this economy,”
Retiman added. “While I would support
subsidies for venues that are popular but
not profitable, I see no reason to support
extended service hours for events or venues
that students do not use.”
Klos said that students could rent out
Brown and Brew for programming events,
but events held during the café’s normal
business hours rarely generate a profit.
“You wouldn’t expect it, but we sell the
least amount of food during programming
events,” she said. “Sales tend to drop off
more when there is an event in the room,
whether that’s at Hotung [Café] or Brown
and Brew.”

Magazine to reach across partisan lines

ROUNDTABLE

continued from page 1

number of publications that provide a platform for community members to air their
political beliefs, magazines such as the conservative journal, The Primary Source, and
The Forum, a Tufts Democrats-sponsored
magazine, generally take a more partisan
approach to political writing.
The Roundtable’s founders hope that it
will find a niche among other Tufts political
publications. Wallis noted that the election
coverage, which featured a color-coded
U.S. map and Electoral College predictions, presented a respite from hyperbole
and sarcasm.
“We avoid the type of partisan rhetoric
that we think has been too prevalent not
only in those publications but also in the
political debate on campus,” Wallis said.
Along with co-founders and fellow sophomores Chas Morrison and
Shabazz Stuart, Wallis began stoking
on-campus interest in the magazine
last semester. The students, who are all
Tufts Community Union (TCU) senators,
continued to advertise over the summer
through a posting on the “Tufts Class of
2012” Facebook.com group, Wallis said,
and held a general interest meeting in
September. The publication is not associated with the TCU Senate.
The Institute for Political Citizenship
(IOPC), part of the Tisch College of
Citizenship and Public Service, funded the

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of the Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tufts Daily editorial board.

first edition.
Senior Matt Shapanka, a TCU senator
who sits on the student board of the IOPC,
connected the co-founders with Nancy
Wilson, the director and associate dean of
Tisch College.
The idea was well received by the IOPC
board, which is comprised entirely of students, Shapanka said. “We broached the
subject with [Wilson],” he said. “She was
supportive of the idea but of course she
had questions about putting this thing
together.”
Due to the Roundtable’s nonpartisan
nature, it encompasses a number of student groups. Wallis explained that any students or local community members can
submit an article.
Shapanka said the Roundtable is in line
with the IOPC’s goals. “We aim to bridge
the gap between community service and
politics [and] keep people involved in the
policy-making process after Election Day,”
he said. “They needed a place to get started and the IOPC was the logical home for
a publication like this.”
For the first issue, Tisch College fully supported the publication both institutionally
and financially. In the future, Roundtable
editors hope that the magazine will make
enough money from advertising revenue
and subscriptions to become more financially independent.
Sarah Butrymowicz contributed reporting to this article.
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Somerville land
dispute continues
aldermaN

continued from page 1

a defensive measure.
“If a party makes certain requests
and another party relies on them, then
they are bound by [those requests],”
D’Ambrosio told the Daily. “When this
project [was] being vetted through the
Somerville Zoning Board, there were
public hearings. During these hearings,
neighbors showed up and made suggestions, which we incorporated. But they
still sued us.”
Kevin Patton-Hock, one of the eight residents suing the developers, said the group
had at no point agreed to the project.
Plans for the development were
revealed to the public at a neighborhood
meeting in March, according to PattonHock. Residents generally supported the
idea of development, but “most [residents at the meeting] expressed unhappiness with the way the plan was laid out,”
he told the Daily.
Four community meetings followed,
but few changes were made to the plans,
Patton-Hock said. One-hundred-andtwenty residents signed a petition against
the project, and some gave testimony at a
July zoning board hearing.
“By my count, three people supported
it within the neighborhood and 20 or
30 opposed it,” Patton-Hock said of the
July hearing’s attendees. After the zoning
board approved the plans, “a large part of
the neighborhood [felt] like they weren’t
listened to,” he said.
O’Donovan and Consilvio applied for
the permit as private developers, but
Patton-Hock said the alderman used his
political sway to influence the decision.
“He managed to get it through partially because of who he is,” Patton-Hock
said. “It’s very difficult to go against fellow aldermen. If a ward alderman is
opposed, that typically carries a great
deal of weight.”
Alderman Thomas Taylor, who represents Ward 3, has expressed opposition
to the project. Alderman-at-Large Bruce
Desmond, however, said that he supported the board’s decision because the
plans were within zoning requirements.
“[The developers] have gone above
and beyond trying to be cooperative,”
Desmond told the Daily. “I don’t think
Alderman O’Donovan, as a private citizen, has to give up his rights. He’s not
suing as an alderman; he’s suing as a citizen. I think that’s important to note.”
O’Donovan and Consilvio did not
respond to calls requesting interviews.
Based on a dimensional analysis of the
project, which D’Ambrosio shared with
the Daily, the site’s plans are within the
minimum and maximum zoning bylaws
governing the lot. The site plans estimate that the development will be close
to 10,100 square feet. The current lot size
is over 15,300 square feet, according to
the analysis.
“We could have built 15,000 square feet
on this lot,” D’Ambrosio said. “It’s more
conservative than it could have been.”
D’Ambrosio found some of the neighbors’ requests unreasonable. “I think that
any time there is a development project,
neighbors who are sometimes anti-development get upset,” he said. “That’s why
we try to work with them, [but] sometimes they don’t want to see change in
their neighborhood.”
Patton-Hock countered that the residents are hoping for the density of the
project to be reduced and more trees to
be preserved on the site.
“We’re not rich developers, just neighbors who want to take care of our neighborhood. We’d love to see more housing
in Somerville, just not eight units on a
land that was [made] for three,” PattonHock said.
D’Ambrosio said that he and the developers remain confident that the judge will
side with them. “We have a very strong
case. We’re not too concerned about the
merits … because we’re pretty sure it will
work out in our favor,” he said.
Patton-Hock said that the residents
would be happy to settle the case through
mediation, but the two developers have
not yet agreed to such an option.
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Charlotte Steinway | S0S

Is somebody
handing out short
pills? Jumbos not
so ‘jumbo’

Feelin’
friendly

D

ear SOS,
I’ve always been a member of a
pretty intense sports team, both
throughout high school and college.
Since team practices and dinners take up a
good deal of my time, my teammates have
become some of my closest, but also some of
my only, friends. Now I’m starting to realize
that it could be time to branch out and meet
new people, but as a sophomore, I fear that
my opportunity may have passed. Can you
suggest some ways to meet new people? Or
am I doomed to be a teammate for life?
Sincerely,
Amicable Athlete

MCT

The kid on the left is planning to go to Tufts. He’s shorter.
by

Charlotte Steinway
Daily Editorial Board

“Guys have a reputation for being
short, Jewish and dorky,” an anonymous student told College Prowler’s
“Tufts University: Off the Record”
(2006). “There are exceptions to this,
obviously, and all you really need is
one or two guys to focus on.”
While there is no empirical evidence
to support this hypothesis, Tufts students have reached the understood
conclusion that on the Hill, both men
and women are just plain short.
Because women generally stop
growing around age 18, most females
enrolled at Tufts will step onto campus
already at their final heights. Men, on
the other hand, tend to keep growing
until age 21, which could account for
additional inches in the years between
matriculation and graduation.
But even if most men are still growing during their college years, some
students believe the male population

at Tufts is significantly shorter than
that of other colleges and universities.
“I’ve always felt tall, because I am,
but at Tufts, the guys especially seem
a lot shorter than the ones I knew at
home,” sophomore Tara Cappel said.
“This is one of the shorter campuses
I’ve seen.”
At almost six feet tall, junior Andrew
Clark said his concept of his own
height is relative to his surroundings.
“I was definitely [of a] normal height
in high school, but then I got to Tufts
and all of a sudden, I felt really tall,”
Clark said.
“When I was at home, in Los Angeles,
it definitely felt like everyone was really tall,” sophomore Suzi Shapira said.
“Then I got to Tufts, and it didn’t feel
that way for me at all.”
Although this is the general sentiment, no one seems to know why Tufts
students seem abnormally short.
“People are probably taller at other
schools because there are more people
in general at their schools — that

way, it widens the spectrum of people
there,” junior football player Darren
Ferguson said. “If there are more people, there will undoubtedly be more
tall people.”
Ferguson, who is approximately
5-foot-8, says he’s “medium height”
for a man his age. And as a running
back, he’s not even the smallest player
at his position.
Last week, The Boston Globe published an article profiling Ferguson’s
fellow running back, senior Will Forde,
who, at 5-foot-8 — “a generous assessment,” according to the article — and
165 pounds, is at second place for
most yards in the NESCAC, with 691 in
six games.
“Coming to Tufts, I was probably the
smallest person [on the team] from
day one,” Forde told the Globe.
“He’s not real big in stature, but he
plays big,” coach Bill Samko said in
the article.
see HEIGHT, page 4

Getting smart: Technology moves into
classrooms in new ways across country
by

Keith Hinton

Contributing Writer

It seems university classrooms are
jumping on the same technological
bandwagons as the students who use
them; chalk and blackboards are in the
midst of becoming relics of the past.
Over the past several years, classrooms in public universities across the
country have seen a greater integration of information technology. Many
public research universities, including
the University of Colorado, Denver,
have had “smart” classrooms and lecture halls for years. But for smaller
or private colleges and universities,
upgrading classroom technology can
be expensive and requires almost constant updating and complicated repair.
For instance, Gina Siesing, associate
director for education technology for
both Tufts’ undergraduate and graduate schools, acknowledged that “smart
blackboards” — those with high-tech
or interactive capabilities — are rare
on the Medford/Somerville campus.
But while it is certainly easier for
public colleges and universities to
pay for new gear, similar technologies

have started to disseminate into life
at Tufts as well, although on a smaller
scale.
Many professors use Microsoft
PowerPoint presentations instead of
traditional lecturing methods. Physics
and Astronomy Research Associate
Delia Perlov, along with others, are
utilizing YouTube.com in the classroom.
“We are lucky that we have access
to magnificent videos in addition to
photographs,” Perlov said in an e-mail
to the Daily. “I think a video experience can be captivating and moving and hopefully leaves a lasting
impression.”
In addition to YouTube videos,
classes like Perlov’s “Astronomy 10”
course, which holds over 100 students,
are also benefiting from the use of
technology with the relatively newly
implemented i-Clicker technology.
i-Clickers are palm-sized remote controls that students bring to class that
are registered in their names and when
turned on are connected to a program
on the professor’s or the classroom’s
computer.
While the program can be used for

attendance-taking purposes, teachers
primarily use this technology to interact with their students in large classroom environments. These remotes
can also be used to answer multiplechoice questions and alert a professor that someone in the class has a
question in a much quicker and more
effective manner than a raised hand in
a classroom full of people.
Student reaction to the i-Clicker technology and the greater use
of Blackboard is overwhelmingly
positive.
“The immediate feedback that you
can get with the i-Clickers is really
great,” junior Zach Groen said. “It
helps you gauge your understanding
of the material.”
Groen has also been in a course
that utilized the Blackboard discussion forum, which he also found convenient and helpful.
“It is much easier to [be able to] just
log into Blackboard and post something
than to have to have the entire class
meet somewhere on a day when we
don’t have class,” he said. “[Mandatory
see TECHNOLOGY, page 4

Dear Amicable Athlete,
Although I met one of my best friends at
Tufts on MySpace.com the summer before
college (dead serious), I am always looking to meet new people here (in ways that
don’t involve Internet stalking), and can
definitely attempt to answer your query.
The correlation between athletic teams
and friend groups is definitely an interesting phenomenon at Tufts. Some of the
teams certainly seem cultish in the way
they take up an entire row of tables at
Dewick, barricading a sizeable portion of
the dining hall.
What you may not realize, however, is
that a fair number of students actually
join an extracurricular activity like a sport
BECAUSE they want to make friends and
feel some sense of team unity. But such
unity can, at times, be limiting.
In my opinion, the hands-down best
place to meet new people is in class. I met
my other best friend in Intro to Psych the
first day of my freshman year — an unlikely
prospect in a class of nearly 200.
Even as a sophomore, making friends
with your classmates is still a viable option.
Let me play out a little scenario for you:
First day of class (awk ice breakers and
introductions to get a feel for the people
you’re surrounded by) —> a couple of weeks
of classes thereafter (make sure to sit next
to the person you want to befriend so you
can establish your relationship as habitual
seatmates) —> make sure to approach the
person at some point out of class to bond
over how amazing/horrible/totz-hawt the
teacher is, or how difficult/boring/fascinating the reading is —> schedule a study date
for the exam together (exchange digits) —>
study together —> plan to celebrate later
that night over some voddy-cranz/crannyvodz. You are now automatically instaBFFs.
Classroom aside, the introduction of
alcohol into a burgeoning friendship can
go a couple of different ways.
First of all, what if you stumble up to a
girl in your calc class and bond about how
your math prof ALWAYS has chalk dust
smeared across her face and hair but no
one in the class has the guts to tell her (true
story ... anyone who has taken “Math 11”
knows who I’m talking about) — but then
you DON’T acknowledge her presence in
class the next day? Then you’ve already
screwed it up by way of the classically paradoxical Tufts trope: the Boozed-up Bifferz/
Sober Strangers (BB/SS) model.
But if you sit next to her in class the next
day and scheme a plan to gracefully inform
your chalked-up prof about her dusty ’do,
then THAT is grounds for a friendship in
the works. Also, as mentioned before, if you
make plans to hang out in a non-academic
setting (whether it involves alchy or not),
that alone can be the means for a burgeoning friendship.
And even if befriending your classmates
isn’t really your flava, just being open to
meeting new people — whether by striking
up a convo, flashing a smile or abandoning
the BB/SS cliché — as Oprah-esque as it
sounds, will pay off.
Charlotte Steinway is a junior majoring in
sociology. She can be reached at Charlotte.
Steinway@tufts.edu.
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Tall students feel
the difference
HEIGHT

continued from page 3

MCT

Tufts professors take advantage of technology in classrooms
TECHNOLOGY

continued from page 3

posting also] makes you accountable for
the reading and lectures between tests.”
In an e-mail to the Daily, Siesing
described the support that the
University Information Technology
(UIT ) Academic Technology group

and Information Technology Services
(ITS) provide to faculty and staff
regarding the evolving technology.
“Our UIT Academic Technology
group does partner with ITS on
i-Clicker support,” she said. “We
piloted classroom response systems
across the university, and a number

10% off for dinner for students with
Tufts ID

of faculty are teaching with clickers
in [Arts and Sciences] and [the School
of Engineering]. ITS is responsible for
[the] Blackboard course Web site and
community site support. [The] faculty
consistently report very high rates of
satisfaction with Blackboard and their
associated support from ITS.”

Forde’s football success proves that
it doesn’t always pay to be tall. Even
in sports like volleyball where height
is often lauded, being tall is hardly a
ticket to success, volleyball coach Cora
Thompson said.
When it comes to recruiting,
Thompson said height definitely is a
factor, but only in conjunction with
other aspects of athletic performance.
“We always look at height, but we
look at it combined with the players’
vertical,” Thompson said. “So really
we recruit based on the players’ jump
touch or block reach.”
“We would rather have a 5-foot-8
player who can touch 9-feet as opposed
to a 6-foot player who touches 8-foot6,” she added.
Although height is hardly everything
when it comes to athletic ability, most
Div. I athletes are taller than athletes
from Div. III schools like Tufts.
“[Div. I] gets the opportunity to
recruit tall and fast athletes ... there
are less restrictions at that level and
more opportunity to get scholarships,”
Thompson said. “Many of the tall and
quick volleyball players will get recruited for [Div. I]. However, in our sport,
the shorter — meaning 5-foot-4 to
5-foot-8 — players are just as valuable
as defensive players and back row players in general.”
Another member of the football
team, junior tight end Oliver Gray said
that, although athletes at Div. I schools
tend to be taller, that shouldn’t necessarily mean that the students there are
taller in general.
“Even though athletes at Division I
schools do tend to be taller, it would
still be a small percentage of the student population at those schools — so
why [does] the average height of the
students there seem to be taller?” Gray
said. “That’s a question that remains to
be seen.”
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Movie review

Mac bears his ‘Soul’ in final movie performance
by

Ryan Zuckman

Daily Staff Writer

There is no doubt that critics and
audiences alike were nervous about
“Soul Men” in light of the passing of

Soul Men

Starring Bernie Mac, Samuel L.
Jackson, John Legend, Isaac Hayes
Directed by Malcolm D. Lee
two of its stars. Would it do justice to
the legacy of Bernie Mac and Isaac
Hayes, or would it ultimately tarnish
their reputations? Judging by the trailers, it looked conventional, lowbrow
and just plain bad. It may indeed be
conventional and a tad lowbrow, but
thanks to a breezy tone and sincere,
hilarious performances by Mac and
Samuel L. Jackson, “Soul Men” is one of
the better comedies this fall.
“Soul Men” tells the tale of two former bandmates, Louis Hinds (played
by Jackson) and Floyd Henderson
(Mac), who used to be part of the soul
trio Marcus Hook and the Real Deal.
They had gone their separate ways and
faded into obscurity after Hook ( John
Legned) went solo, but following his
death, they decide to participate in one
last reunion performance at the Apollo
to honor their deceased band leader.
The back story of these men and the
evolution of their group is told through
a light-hearted and amusing narration
at the beginning of the film; it creates
a sort of revisionist history of music,
dressing up rising superstar Hook in
the stage costumes of real-world, iconic musicians. This refreshing style does
not encompass the entirety of the film,
which instead reverts to a more traditional presentation.
This conventional approach is
unfortunate, as the film lacks innovation. Henderson is itching to get back
on stage, as he feels useless in his old
age, and Hinds is reluctant to work pro

rottentomatoes.com

Don’t be messing with these men, no matter what they’re wearing.
bono with his former partner, whom he
hasn’t spoken with in 20 years. Once he
is finally convinced, Hinds reveals that
he doesn’t travel by plane, thus paving
the way for … a road trip! Along the
way, the men repair their friendship,

overcome obstacles and hone their
performance skills, as they race to the
Apollo in time for the big show.
Screenwriting team Robert Ramsey
and Matthew Stone (“Intolerable
Cruelty,” 2003) fails to deliver fresh

Concert preview

comedy. Viagra? Check. Weight gain?
Check. Wannabe gangsters? Check. But
although their material is often recycled,
they aren’t afraid to get a little raunchy, and their tendency toward outrageous situations saves many scenes.
Director Malcolm Lee (the underrated
“Undercover Brother,” 2002) guides the
action with a light touch and has a finely tuned sense of timing, never letting a
scene overstay its welcome.
Mac and Jackson’s fantastic chemistry leaves one to wonder why they
have never been paired in a film before.
Jackson’s sarcastic and reluctant Hinds
makes a great foil for Mac’s enthusiastic,
sensationalistic Henderson, and their
repartee is a continual source of mirth
throughout the film, whether they’re
bickering over their performance, sleeping arrangements or even gun control.
Mac and Jackson also display great
range; though the movie is primarily
a comedy, the humor is levied against
some serious underpinnings, such as
failure, fatherhood and spousal abuse.
Both lead actors deliver respectable
emotional weight. Interestingly, the
director decided to substantially re-edit
the film to soften its tone in the wake
of its actors’ deaths, leaving the film’s
ultimate dramatic potential unknown.
Lee seamlessly executed the new direction, making it feel as if a lighter tone
was the original intention.
The best moments of “Soul Men”
don’t take place in a hotel room or on
the highway but on stage. Throughout
the film, Henderson and Hinds take
to the stage and perform classic soul
tunes to warm up for their final gig.
Here, Mac and Jackson sing all the
tunes themselves, doing a fantastic job.
Their characters’ relationship is healed
through their passion for music, and
they themselves have a wonderful time
performing. It’s simply a joy to watch.
“Soul Men” is much better than the
sum of its parts. On paper, it’s just a
run-of-the-mill buddy road movie. But
on screen, it’s a fitting farewell to a
beloved comedian: big on laughs with
a touch of heart and a lot of soul.

theater preview

Senior adapts beloved
Holmes stories to stage
by Victoria

Petrosino

Daily Editorial Board

Breathing new life into
an old mystery, “Sherlock
Holmes:
Baker
Street

Sherlock Holmes: Baker
Street Adventures
myspace.com

U-Melt performs in its natural setting.

U-Melt melds styles for unforgettable performance
by Jessica

Bal

Daily Editorial Board

For fans of the New York City
based groove quartet U-Melt,
seeing is believing. Anyone who
has witnessed the sheer spontaneity and energy poured into
a U-Melt performance knows
that each musical experience is
always surprising and never like
the last. Luckily for Boston residents (and Tufts students), the
band is on its way to Beantown
tonight for a live show at Bill’s
Bar, near Fenway Park, as part
of their 12-state tour taking
them from the East Coast to the
Rockies and back again.

It’s a tight, hectic schedule
lasting only a little over a month,
but that’s the way the foursome
likes it.
“By the end of the tour, part
of me is very happy to be going
home and getting the hell out
of that van,” keyboardist Zac
Lasher said. “But on the other
side of the coin, we find that the
more shows we play in a row the
tighter our performances get.
We develop this unspoken communication where we all know
what to do. By the end of the
tour we’re just on fire; we don’t
even have to warm up so much,
because we’re already tuned into
each other.”

This almost telepathic musical connection allows Lasher’s
keyboards to blend seamlessly
with the work of his cohorts: Rob
Salzer on guitar, Adam Bendy
on bass and George Miller on
drums. The group debuted
in 2004 with its album “The
Unbelievable Meltdown,” a title
which was the band’s original
full name, Lasher said.
Having emerged from the
remnants of two defunct bands
in the late summer of 2003, the
foursome hit the recording studio early but without a name.
“We had a week of 14-hour
see U-MELT, page 6

Adapted and directed by
Matthew Diamante,
from the writings of Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle
At the Balch Arena
Theater, Nov. 10
Free admission
Adventures” offers a glimpse
into the twisted mind of
the well-known detective.
Adapted by senior Matthew
Diamante, who also directs
the show, from the writings
of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
the narrative hinges on interactions between characters
rather than the detective’s
ability to solve puzzles.
“People tend to associate
Holmes with mysteries, but
they are really adventures,”
Diamante said. “I chose the
ones where we really see the

bond between Holmes and
Watson. Those are the strongest stories.”
Though not mysteries in
the traditional sense, the
chosen scenes are suspenseful and clever, and the characters are sharply rendered
and captivating to watch.
The audience sees Holmes
in his arrogant aloofness,
ordering Watson around
and vainly announcing his
deductions at the end of each
scene. Viewers also experience his questionable ethical
code and blind righteousness
when he declares that “the
action is technically criminal, but morally justifiable”
upon breaking into someone’s home.
Watson serves his purpose
by grounding Holmes in reality. Though Watson does not
contradict Holmes directly,
the audience hears his true
opinions in sharply delivered narratives, which reveal
Holmes as a cocaine addict
who does not care if the Earth
revolves around the moon or
the sun.
A
dedicated
Sherlock
see HOLMES, page 6
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Playing the role of Sherlock Holmes leaves
plenty open to the actors’ interpretations
HOLMES

continued from page 5

Holmes fan, Diamante read
all 56 short stories in preparation for the play and spent
the first few rehearsals discussing the history of Holmes
with the actors. “I consider
Holmes one of the immortals
… and any time is a good time
to visit the immortals,” he
said.
Diamante envisioned specific characters for Holmes
and Watson, including their
mannerisms and motivations.
His vision came across in his
minutely specific stage directions: “No smirking. Smirking
has a cruel edge to it; just
bemusement.”
Cast
member
Katia
Porzecanski, a senior, spoke
of the difficulty of fitting their
characters into Diamonte’s
vision. “Every reader sees the
character in their own way …
We all had our own ideas,”
she said.
The approach proves successful, as the audience consistently sees Holmes’ passion for logic and struggle
to both justify his actions
and use them to amaze others. “Observation with me is
second nature,” Holmes says
egotistically as he lays out the
process of yet another of his
clever conclusions.
Diamante calls the show
Shakespearian in execution,
with rapid scene changes and
a minimalist quality. “The
minimalism of the production allows for freedom of
design,” he said.
To that end, the cast works
together to place the audience in Holmes’ world, using
simple techniques like spinning navy umbrellas to simulate a taxicab.
The six-person cast rotates
between the introduction
and each of the two scenes,
allowing several actors to
take on the roles of Watson
and Holmes. While the actors
agreed this technique made
their roles more challenging,
most spoke to its advantages.
“We all work together in
creating the world,” sophomore Sarah Taveres said.
“It adds an improvisation
feel; the play is more actionorientated,” added sophomore Alex Cook.
“It was interesting to see
how the others played the
characters,” responded senior

broadwaytrips.com

Looking for something to do this weekend? Don’t let the rain get
you down; check out the Arts blog, “The Scene,” on www.tuftsdaily.com for a roundup of local arts and entertainment that will keep
you busy. Highlights include a performance by the legendary AC/DC
and the final weekend of the touring broadway hit “Legally Blonde:
The Musical” at the Boston Opera House. And if you do end up going to one of these events, be sure to post your comments online!

Fans should expect unexpected
at Bill’s Bar performance
U-MELT

Continued from page 5

Courtesy Matthew Diamante

Holmes and Watson are looking for what you’re hiding.
Harry Waksberg.
The effect is successful.
Though the actors change
between the scenes, the characters do not. Everybody
takes possession of their current character and plays the
role with due authority. Each
scene shows Holmes lost in

his own adventure, putting
himself in situations to test
his own intellect and taking
the audience along for the
ride.
“Sherlock Holmes” will be
performed Monday, Nov. 10
at the Balch Arena Theater.
Admission is free.

‘Madwoman’ returns to the stage for a second weekend

“The Madwoman of Chaillot,”
directed by Associate Drama
Professor Downing Cless, will
continue its run this weekend
after last week’s successful opening. Tickets are $7 with a Tufts
ID and are still available for the
remaining performances tonight
and tomorrow night at 8 p.m. in
the Balch Arena Theater.

days of recording and decided
that we needed to come out of
it with an album and a name,”
Lasher said.
That intensity and hard work
brought the band to where it is
today, and U-Melt has racked
up some 600 shows within just
the last five years. “We started
out all together playing shows
knowing only about five songs
collectively and having to play
two sets,” Lasher said. “It was
trial by fire from the beginning
and we never really stopped
that pace.”
U-Melt likes to keep things
freestyle and fast-paced when
performing. The band’s tracks,
most recently from its 2006
album “The I’s Mind,” are a
fusion of different genres.
“I know that’s probably not
the most descriptive thing
for people to hear about our
sound, but we do draw inspiration from Latin rhythm,
classical song form, jazz harmony, electronic music … just
a melting pot,” Lasher said.
“You can tell we were children
of the ’80s and grew up playing
video games.”
As a young adult, Lasher

translated the classic rock of his
parents’ generation into more
progressive rock, seeking out
tracks that were more “dramatic and composed.” Along with
Salzer, he handles much of the
songwriting for the group.
Lasher is no stranger to the
Boston area either. He studied
theater at Emerson College, a
major that may explain his penchant for the freeform and spontaneous when it comes to music.
“It takes people a few times [of]
seeing us live to really get an idea
of what we do,” Lasher said. “It
differs from show to show. Maybe
we play a more rock-based set or
mostly dance-electronica. We get
a vibe from the room to feel what
people might want to hear and
we also just play what we feel like
at the time.”
What can audiences expect
for their Boston show? “We’ve
played at Bill’s Bar before and
it’s going to be a good, intimate
show,” he said. “But probably
pretty packed — it’s Friday night,
so we’ll be keeping it upbeat,
keeping the dance party going.”
For those looking to join
that party, stop by Bill’s Bar on
Lansdowne Street tonight at 8:30
p.m. Tickets are $10 in advance
and $12 at the door.

Eating Disorder Treatment
Treatment of Adults
Suffering from Anorexia and
Bulimia Nervosa

Danai Macridi/Tufts Daily

For the most effective treatment and highest staff-to-client ratio in New
England, informed clinicians refer their clients to Laurel Hill Inn. We
provide extensive programming in a highly structured and supervised
non-institutional therapeutic setting. Evening, day, residential, and aftercare
programs in West Medford and West Somerville. Call Linda at
781 396-1116 or visit our web site at www.laurelhillinn.com.
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Op-Ed

When the world turned its back on Darfur
by Sabina

Carlson and Sarah Carpenter

 	 It was July 31, 2007. The news had just come over the
wires that the United Nations had passed Resolution
1769, authorizing a joint United Nations and African
Union peacekeeping force to protect the civilians of
Darfur. The force would be called the United Nations
African Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) and would replace
a weak African Union peacekeeping force that really
had only been able to watch as Janjaweed militias massacred Darfuris from targeted ethnic groups, raped
women and burned villages to the ground.
We almost couldn’t believe it. Students worldwide
had been calling for the intervention of a U.N. peacekeeping force for years, outside of embassies and consulates and Congress. And here we were, three months
after a Global Day for Darfur when people in over 40
cities worldwide donned their blue berets and cried for
peacekeepers, and the peacekeepers were on their way.
We patted one another on the back and said, grinning,
“Job well done,” and we walked away. In walking away,
we turned our backs on Darfur.
While our backs were turned, this is what happened:
Of the 26,000 troops promised to the victims of the genocide, only several thousand pairs of boots ever touched
the sand of Darfur. Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir
denied and delayed visas to the few brave enough to volunteer. The Sudanese government restricted the United
Nations’ movement and limited the hours its people
could fly in and out of airports. Meanwhile, the Darfuris
looked hopefully upward toward the white planes with
U.N. markings, unaware that the planes were carrying
Sudanese soldiers, ready to bomb. All this time, UNAMID
did not even have a single helicopter to its name. It lacked
even the most basic of equipment. What it did have was
either stolen by bandits or had been held up on the long
road from Port Sudan. Without this equipment, not only
could UNAMID not do its job of protecting civilians, it
could barely protect itself. UNAMID has been assaulted
repeatedly. Peacekeepers who came to monitor a peace
became casualties in a war the world thought was over.
Meanwhile, the attacks against civilians continued.
In the first 10 months of 2008 alone, over 230,000
Darfuris were forced to flee violence. And even once
Darfuris fled their burning villages, they still weren’t
safe. This year, the Sudanese government made a point
to surround a camp for displaced Darfuris with 100
tanks and then open fire. UNAMID was denied access
to the camps to evacuate the wounded.
It had taken us far too long to realize that ending the
genocide in Darfur was not as easy as having one document, Resolution 1769, signed.
And now, here we stand, with a peacekeeping force
that can barely protect itself, let alone the victims of
genocide in one of the most hostile environments in
the world. They’re still missing helicopters, they’re still
missing equipment, they’re still missing boots on the
ground and every day, hundreds of Darfuris are forced
to flee their homes.
UNAMID is not hopeless. The men and women in
the blue berets are serving bravely in the desert, against
the odds, doing the best they can with what they have.
UNAMID still accompanies women trying to get firewood, they still run escorts and they are still the only
protection offered to the Darfuri people.
We cannot turn our backs again on Darfur. We

mct

must learn from our mistakes and accept that there
is no magic solution to Darfur’s problems. UNAMID
is not a complete failure, but it does need our help.
It needs troops, it needs equipment and it needs the
power to accomplish the job it was created to do. The
United Nations created UNAMID because of pressure
from us, constituents who demanded a peacekeeping
force in Darfur. If UNAMID is to be helped, we must
demand it. We have to once again put pressure on the
United Nations as constituents who want to end the
genocide in Darfur.
This time, however, we must insist that UNAMID be
improved. It is not acceptable that UNAMID troops are
victims of killings. It is not acceptable that they are illequipped and have to fear for their own safety while trying to protect others. And it is not acceptable for us to
stand by and watch as UNAMID struggles and Darfuris

die. We must stand up against the genocide and insist
that the United Nations develop a peacekeeping force
with the power to protect citizens and prevent the murder, rape and displacement of Darfuris.
If you’re interested in ending the genocide, you
can join STAND: A Student Anti-Genocide Coalition,
which is an international, student-led anti-genocide
constituency. You can also log onto www.standnow.
org to educate yourself and find out how to end the
genocide in Darfur. And most of all, don’t turn your
back on Darfur.
Sabina Carlson is a junior majoring in peace and justice
studies and Sarah Carpenter is a freshman who has not
yet declared a major. They are both members of STAND: A
Student Anti-Genocide Coalition.

Sept. 11 and Nov. 4: The days that defined the decade
by Seth

Rau

When Fox News called the state of Virginia for
Sen. Barack Obama around 10:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
it became apparent that when the clock struck 11,
Barack Hussein Obama, the bi-racial, Hawaiianborn, junior Democratic senator from Illinois, would
become the 44th President of the United States. At
the time, I was in charge of running the green screen
map for JumboCast, and I broke the night’s protocol in order to turn Virginia blue. That action led
to a frantic countdown to 11 p.m., when California,
Washington, Oregon and Hawaii were going to make
Obama the president-elect. With Obama’s election
guaranteed, the final minute resembled a New Year’sstyle countdown.
After the initial wave of pandemonium settled
down and JumboCast had wrapped up the webcast,
for some reason I thought about the events of Sept.
11, 2001. Tuesday night had been the most vividly
memorable historic event I had been through since
the horror of Sept. 11. In a strange way, there are
many similarities between the events that occurred
on these two Tuesdays just over seven years apart.
The response to both of these events revealed the
best aspects of American society. In the days following Sept. 11, our country had a truly patriotic feeling,
and we saw the best actions when we put aside our
differences and worked together as a community. We
were all clearly Americans, and we had the sympathy
of the world. On Nov. 4, there were record numbers of
Americans waiting in lines for hours to cast their ballots, another great patriotic act. What is a better way

show your love for your country than to vote? It did
not matter who they were casting their ballots for,
but their act of voting showed the best of America.
These two days also showed the country the benefits of true leadership. Then-Mayor Rudy Giuliani
and President George W. Bush did a great job as leaders in the days immediately following Sept. 11 (before
it became a punchline). Both Obama and Sen. John
McCain stepped up and gave great speeches that will
help bring our country together behind Presidentelect Obama. Even though Obama won in an electoral
landslide, one must remember that just under half of
America went to the polls and did not cast their ballot for him. A true leader should be able to bring the
entire nation into the fold, creating a true American
spirit that will provide a guiding light for the world.
But the true impact of Nov. 4, just like Sept. 11, will
be in the way it affects the future. Sept. 11 guided
the past seven years of American foreign policy into
conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq. These conflicts
have damaged America’s image in the world and have
led to the loss of thousands of American lives and
countless — possibly millions — civilians in those
countries. Today, America has a chance to reestablish
herself in the world community as a tolerant nation
where anything is possible. The election of Obama is
the perfect example of this ideal.
Now, the million-dollar question is: How is Barack
Obama going to handle this situation? Your guess is
probably as good as mine, but hopefully Obama will
take advantage of this golden opportunity to redefine
America after the past seven years. Obama used to
center his speeches on the idea of the “fierce of urgency

of now.” While he dropped that slogan from the campaign due to its connection to Rev. Jeremiah Wright, the
slogan captures what Obama needs to do in the world
when he takes office in January. Change is not going to
be rapid, but our country is setting sail on a course different from the post-Sept. 11 world for the first time.
Nov. 4 will go down in the history books not just as
the day that America elected its first African-American
president, but also as the end of the national-security
era in American politics. I would be ignorant to say
that national security will not matter again, but it is
clear that economic concerns have replaced security
ones as first priority for Americans. That era will be
dated from Sept. 11 to Nov. 4. It is so encouraging to
see people moving past their fears and voting on what
truly affects their day-to-day living.
As a last thought, I bet that almost all of you remember exactly where you were when you first heard that
planes had hit the World Trade Center on Sept. 11. I
vividly recall being misinformed by a Hebrew teacher
who spoke very rough English that the Twin Cities
had been attacked. Until I went online a few minutes
later to disprove her story, I did not comprehend the
magnitude of what was going on in New York City.
The night of Nov. 4 will be remembered just as vividly,
albeit in a different light. Instead of images of collapsing buildings, let us hope that the cheering crowds
across our great country are signs of a better tomorrow and not of the past seven years.
Seth Rau is a freshman who has not yet declared a
major.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 800 to 1,200 words in length. Editorial cartoons and Op-Eds in the form of cartoons are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to
appear in the Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format.
Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.
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Housing
Apts for Rent
June 2009-May 2010. 215 College
Ave - 4 bedroom. 171 College Ave
- 4 bedroom. Teele Ave 4 bedroom
and 5 bedroom. Ossipee Rd 5 bedroom. Call Bob 508-887-1010
Secure your Apartment for June
1, 2009
For 3, 4, 5, and 6 bedroom apartments, dishwasher, disposal,

washer/dryer, modern kitchen and
bath. Very close to campus. Ample
off street parking. For information
please call Danny (781) 396-0303
Secure your Apartment for June
1, 2009
For small or large bedroom apartments, dishwasher, disposal,
washer/dryer, modern kitchen and
bath. Very close to campus. Ample
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Wanted

off street parking. For information
please call Danny (781) 396-0303

California Cryobank f08
Sperm Donors Needed. Earn up to
$1,200/month. California Cryobank
is seeking males for its sperm
donor program. Office located
in Cambridge, MA. Apply online:
www.spermbank.com

Apartments Available
For June 1st 2009 to May 30th
2010. Three brs - four brs - six
brms - seven brs and one eight
bedroom. Shop early and get the
best apartments now. Call 617448-6233 for appt.

-

-

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $10 per week with Tufts ID or $20 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Historic season continues for Jumbos as conference tourney commences tomorrow
FIELD HOCKEY

continued from page 12

year’s national championship game
featuring second-seeded Bowdoin and
third-seeded Middlebury. That scenario
would present Tufts with the difficult
challenge of having to beat a perennial
national powerhouse for the second
time this season.
“It’s always hard beating teams twice,”
Jasinski said. “Bowdoin, Middlebury and
Trinity: every time we played those teams
[in the regular season,] it was a close
game. Now that we’re the No. 1 seed, all
those teams are going to be coming out
hard, really wanting to beat us.”
The Jumbos will await the return of
junior forward Amanda Russo, who
missed the team’s NESCAC Tournamentopener against Colby Sunday with a broken right thumb. Tufts’ second-leading
scorer this season, Russo has been practicing this week and is expected to join
junior Michelle Kelly and sophomore
Tamara Brown on the Jumbos’ potent
forward line tomorrow.
“Definitely, it’s going to take a bit of
an adjustment for her to get used to
having it wrapped and obviously just
dealing with the pain of it,” McDavitt
said. “But I’m really impressed with
her attitude — there’s no question she’s
going to be out there.”
With all the talent on hand this weekend, Tufts will also have a chance to
gain some still-elusive respect on the
national scale. After picking up a historic victory over then-No. 1 Bowdoin
on Halloween night, the Jumbos were
thought to have a justifiable claim to the
top spot in the National Field Hockey
Coaches Association poll. But when the
rankings were released on Tuesday, Tufts
drew the No. 2 spot, just two points
behind new-No. 1, Messiah. Winning
arguably the nation’s most competitive
conference, however, would undoubtedly stamp the Jumbos as a legitimate
national heavyweight.

Laura Schultz/Tufts Daily

Junior Amanda Russo, shown here in the field hockey team’s Oct. 18 win over Williams, will return to the lineup tomorrow following a thumb
injury suffered during Sunday’s first-round NESCAC Tournament win over Colby. Tufts will host the remainder of the NESCAC Tournament.
“I think it definitely is a motivating factor,” McDavitt said. “We’ve talked about
all season how the coaches poll doesn’t
really mean anything in that it doesn’t
hold any weight when you go to NCAAs. If
you are to get an at-large bid, the coaches
poll has nothing to do with it. But it’s still

a matter of respect.”
Also at stake for Tufts is a chance to
add even more luster to the best season
in program history.
“This season’s been unbelievable,
and it’s gone by so quickly,” Jasinski
said. “It’s crunch time right now. We’ve

had great wins, and everyone has really
come together as a team. Right now,
it’s going to come down to us playing
with heart, playing a full 70 minutes. It
would just be unbelievable to advance
to that championship game and come
out on top of the NESCAC.”

After strong start, injuries to key players cause Jumbo problems in 2008
WOMEN’S SOCCER
continued from page 12

Andrew Morgenthaler/Tufts Daily

Junior Ali Maxwell, who led the team in points this season, is seen here
controlling the ball during Tufts’ 0-0 loss to Bowdoin on penalty kicks
during the NESCAC quarterfinals Sunday on Kraft Field.

and Tufts was forced to test the
depth of its roster for the rest of
the season.
“We learned that you just
have to move on even when
you come up against adversity,” coach Martha Whiting
said. “Since we couldn’t necessarily change what happened
— we couldn’t change the injuries — we had to keep fighting
and keep working hard. That’s
one thing that the girls definitely did, they never gave up
and always came out fighting
every time.”
Junior
tri-captain
Cara
Cadigan, who won last year’s
NESCAC Rookie of the Year and
set the program’s single-season
scoring record, suffered a season-ending ACL injury Oct. 7
against Brandeis. The Jumbos
still managed to pull out a victory, 1-0, but coming up with
wins after beating the Judges
would not be easy.
During the Oct. 11 game at
Middlebury, junior goalie Kate
Minnehan became the second Jumbo to go down with a
season-ending injury. She was
replaced by sophomore Hannah
Jacobs, but Jacobs also suffered
an injury and left the game,
forcing senior tri-captain Maya
Shoham, a midfielder, to fill the
void between the posts. The
Jumbos lost the game 3-1, dropping their record to 6-2.
“I have been the backup to

the backup goalie on the team
since freshman year,” Shoham
said. “I never thought I would
get any time, but I’ve trained
in goal before, so it wasn’t a
complete shot in the dark. It
was nerve-wracking, but I was
just trying to step up for my
team and be there when they
needed me.
“We never gave up when we
were faced with so much adversity,” she continued. “There were
a ton of injuries — at one point
we barely had enough players
healthy to field a team — and
we still managed to win games
and compete with very good
teams. We had injuries to very
key players in key positions, so
it was hard, but our team never
gave up.”
The Middlebury loss was followed by a high-scoring nonconference game at Keene State,
which the Jumbos limped into
and surrendered 5-4. Having
dropped two straight, Tufts next
hosted national No. 1 Williams.
Although the Jumbos outshot
the Ephs 13-6, they were unable
to score and lost the game 1-0.
“The
Williams
game,
although we lost, was probably our best game of the year,”
Whiting said. “We played like a
team that was hungry and that
worked together, and it was a
really good game.”
Going in to the final game of
the season Oct. 31 at Bowdoin,
Tufts sported a 4-4 league
record and needed a win to earn

the fourth seed in the NESCAC
Tournament and host the opening-round game. They did just
that, downing the Polar Bears
2-1 to bring their playoff game
to Kraft Field in what would be
a rematch against Bowdoin.
However, a repeat win was
not in the cards this time, as
the game remained scoreless
through regulation and double overtime. For the second
straight season, Tufts fell in
penalty kicks 4-2 to the Polar
Bears and was eliminated from
the tournament. But despite the
disappointment of their firstround exit, the Jumbos remain
optimistic about the future.
“We’re very excited for next
year,” Whiting said. “We’ve got
the bulk of our team coming
back, and our team this year
was young, so next season
everybody will have that year of
experience under their belt and
will be more mature and more
experienced. I’m really excited.”
And despite the threat posed
by injuries this season, Whiting
said that the squad remained
resolute throughout the difficult
times the squad faced.
“In a season where you have
so much adversity, the girls
made me proud to come out
to the field every day because
of the way they work and the
way they challenge each other,”
Whiting said. “Their dedication
is unrivaled. For me, I’m just so
proud of everything that they
did on a daily basis.”
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Football

Jumbos look for first road win of season

gideon jacobs | Baseball, Football
and Poop Jokes

Things are
changing

T

Laura Schultz/Tufts Daily

Senior tailback Will Forde, shown here in last week’s win over Colby, has been an offensive force this season, averaging 106.7 rushing
yards per game. Forde will lead the Jumbos into their final game of the season on Saturday against Middlebury.
by Jeff

Malina

Contributing Writer

It has been an up-and-down year for the
football team. While the Jumbos have certainly had their highlights, such as defeating
a strong 5-2 Williams team for the first time
in 21 years, the team has also suffered disappointments, such as losses to 3-4 Bowdoin
and undefeated Trinity by a combined total
of three points.
The squad has also yet to pick up a road
victory. Tufts will look to change that fact
when it travels to Middlebury, Vt. tomorrow
to finish its season against a Panthers squad
currently tied with the Jumbos for fourth
place in the conference standings.
Middlebury has been the highest-scoring
team in the NESCAC this season, averaging nearly 34 points per game. The offense
is led by sophomore quarterback Donald
McKillop, who has thrown for 1,940 yards
and 10 touchdowns so far this season, topping the NESCAC in both passing yards and
total offense.
The Jumbos have not beaten Middlebury
since 2001, though their average margin of
defeat over the past five years has been just
below five points. This game will take on
added significance to years past, however,
as Tufts’ loss to the Panthers last season cost
it a share of the NESCAC title.
“Last year the game was to decide the
NESCAC championship,” junior linebacker

Alex Perry said. “It has always been a really
intense game whenever we play Middlebury.
The games have always been close and they
always come ready to play.”
If the Jumbos are going to beat
Middlebury, they will need to shut down
the passing game. Although McKillop has
put up impressive counting statistics, he is
certainly somewhat erratic through the air:
He has already been intercepted 13 times
this season. Tufts will have to capitalize on
these turnover opportunities if it is going to
be successful tomorrow.
“This week it’s all about rushing and
protecting the quarterback,” senior wide
receiver David Halas said. “If the defense
can get a good rush on the passer and force
him to make some bad decisions, I think
our defense will be able to take advantage
of their mistakes.”
“We need to get the ball back to the
offense,” Perry added. “I think the game
versus Colby was a good example of that.
It is going to be tough, but we are ready for
the challenge.”
Middlebury is currently the most penalized team in the NESCAC, costing itself 69
yards per game. In addition, the Panthers
rank only seventh in rush defense, allowing
over 125 yards a contest. That could prove
to be a huge advantage for the Jumbos, who
boast the league’s second-leading rusher in
senior Will Forde. Forde has averaged over
106 yards per game while reaching the end

zone six times this season.
“They have a pretty good defense, but we
are going to get back to rushing the ball this
weekend,” Forde said. “Hopefully we will
be able to run the ball and give our team a
chance to win.”
In addition to providing holes for Forde
on running plays, the offensive line will
have to deal with extra pressure on passing
plays. The Panthers’ defense is blitz-heavy,
so the line will have to focus on pass protection to pick up the added pass rusher.
“They blitz a lot and they leave their corners in coverage,” Halas said. “If we can handle their blitzing, [then] our passing game
and running game will be successful.”
As Tufts’ season finale, tomorrow’s contest will mark the final game for the seniors
in the Jumbo uniform. Marquee performances from seniors like Halas and Forde,
who have piled up big numbers all season,
could guarantee a 5-3 finish for the second
straight season.
“It doesn’t feel any different right now,”
Halas said. “But I think when it’s over, I will
start to realize that it’s the end of my football career.”
“The game is really important to the
team and it is really important for the
seniors,” Perry added. “It would be awesome for the seniors to be 5-3; they are the
true leaders on the team. It would be great
to get a win on Saturday and send them
off on the right note.”

Bates awaits as Tufts gears up for run to conference title
VOLLEYBALL

continued from page 12

played on the Hill this evening, with two
scheduled in Cousens and the other two
in Chase Gym.
The Jumbos clinched home-court
advantage Friday and Saturday by beating Wesleyan and Trinity in a pair of key
road contests. Sophomore Dawson JoyceMendive totaled a gaudy 32 kills against
just seven errors in the seven combined
sets, earning NESCAC Player of the Week
honors for her efforts.
“Dawson played phenomenally against
Wesleyan,” Goldstein said. “She had a
bunch of key kills at the end of the matches. She was taking on a huge part at the end
and wasn’t just hitting her shots in but putting them down for kills. She was incredibly
clutch at the end of the game.”
That said, Joyce-Mendive remains questionable this weekend after having a root
canal. She is the third Tufts player to have
won NESCAC Player of the Week, along
with senior tri-captain Kate Denniston and
sophomore Caitlin Updike. Updike ranks
third in the conference in hitting percent-

age and posted 18 kills to a single error
last weekend, giving the Jumbos quite the
dynamic hitting tandem.
“Having a player who’s really on pumps
up the rest of the team,” Feiger said. “When
they’re able to play as well as they’re playing, it makes the rest of the team confident,
and everyone else feels like they need to
step it up as well.”
Feiger has competed in all but three
sets this year and accumulated her 1,000th
assist of the fall campaign over the weekend. The only Tufts player to have played
in more sets is senior defensive specialist
Maya Ripecky.
On the other side of the bracket, respective second and third seeds, 8-2 Wesleyan
and 8-2 Amherst, are favored to win today.
Wesleyan senior co-captain and dominant
NESCAC hitter Lisa Drennan leads her
squad, while Amherst features a stellar
defense that leads the conference in blocks
per set; Lord Jeff sophomore Rachel Yorke
sits second in digs per set.
Despite emerging with a perfect record
in conference play, Tufts had to battle
its way through some of those contests.

Indeed, the Jumbos have been pushed
to five sets by three teams in the tournament field: Amherst, Williams and No. 6
Conn. College.
“We need to play really composed, consistent and aggressive volleyball; we need
play to win,” Goldstein said. “A lot of the
time when we step on the floor, our team
knows how to win, but we do just enough
to win. We were only winning sets by a
couple points against Wesleyan and Trinity.
This weekend we really want to put teams
away and show everyone we are the best
team in New England.”
At 27-2 overall, Tufts is the top-ranked
team in New England, with Wesleyan,
Amherst and Williams also sitting in the top
10. The Jumbos also received 11 votes in the
national poll conducted earlier this week.
The winner of the NESCAC Championship
will earn an automatic berth to the NCAA
Tournament; but, according to Goldstein,
that’s far from the team’s top concern.
“We’ve constantly been saying, we
do not have an automatic bid into the
NCAAs,” she said. “We are incredibly
focused on NESCACs.”

alking about sports and politics in
the same breath is crazy. Sports,
as I’ve been told so many times, is
just a game. When you hit a home
run, you aren’t changing the world. When
a team plays for its playoff “life,” no one is
actually in danger. When your team loses,
it hurts, but the pain isn’t the kind of pain
that changes you.
Sports is a hobby, a pastime, a passion. We love it, but deep down we know
that there are a large number of things
that are just more important. But while I
admit that sports isn’t a vital part of life, I
know that there is a palpable connection
between the two.
People of my generation have grown up
in an era of cynicism and rightly so. We
were just hitting consciousness when the
Clinton scandal broke, and we found out
a little fellatio had the ability to rip apart
our government. We were learning our
times tables when the election, the very
rock of democracy, was stolen without
anyone raising much of a fuss. We were on
the cusp of puberty when terrorists flew
planes into the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon. We were barely entering
adulthood when our country entered into
a clusterf--k of a war behind a president
whose incompetence and two-facedness
made us feel like the laughingstock of the
international community. And now, on
the verge of complete self-dependence,
we are amidst the greatest economic crisis since the Great Depression.
Politicians will lie to you, the media
will mislead you, businesses will steal
from you and strangers will kidnap you.
Don’t talk to strangers! Don’t take candy
from anyone! We’ve simply learned not
to trust.
In sports, the attitude was the same.
In 1994 unbridled greed caused an
MLB players’ strike that cut short a
season of promising baseball. The
World Series, which had never been
cancelled despite two World Wars, the
Great Depression, the 1989 earthquake
in San Francisco and the attacks of
Sept. 11, wasn’t played for the first time
since 1904. The players committed the
ultimate betrayal for a buck.
In baseball and track, performanceenhancing drugs ruined the image of
each sport. Worst of all, it changed the
way we thought of incredible athletic
feats. When a 98-mph fastball was hit
out of a stadium or a 100-meter dash was
over before it started, the look of utter
amazement at what another human
body is capable of turned into a look of
uncertain indifference.
It felt like we traded in the great
competitors of the previous generation for A-Rod’s ego, Vick’s dogfighting
ring, Manny’s immaturity and Kobe’s
rape case.
Sports, the magical place where fullgrown men get paid to play a game, felt
tainted. The one place where innocence
was supposed to somehow still live felt
just as dirty as the rest of it.
But as corny as it sounds and as
corny as it is, I feel hope on the horizon.
Performance-enhancing drugs have been
weeded out of professional sports and
athletic bodies are once again starting to
look naturally beautiful. There’s been a
push away from greed and toward playing the game right way. More responsible
and dedicated stars are starting to take
the place of the highlife-living thugs that
created the negative stereotype of the
professional athlete. Respect for the game
seems to be on the rise and more and
more young athletes seem to appreciate
the history of their sport. Things are most
definitely changing.
There is a connection between the state
of American life and American sports. I’m
sure of it because as a sports fan, I’m
more excited for the future then I’ve ever
been. And as an American, well, this is the
first time I can say the same.

Gideon Jacobs is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major. He can be reached at
Gideon.Jacobs@tufts.edu.
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Field Hockey

Four of nation’s top 10
teams to square off for title
by Sapna

Bansil

Daily Editorial Board

The field hockey team’s perfect season is about to be put to
the ultimate test.
Three of the nation’s top 10
teams will descend on Bello Field
this weekend to meet No. 2 Tufts,
which is set to host the semifinal and championship rounds
of the NESCAC Tournament.
Trying to upend conference topseeded Tufts’ quest for its firstever conference championship
will be a venerable who’s who of
the country’s elite squads: No. 4
Bowdoin, No. 6 Middlebury and
No. 9 Trinity, all of which the
Jumbos defeated on the road
during the regular season.
“It’s always been our goal to
get the top seed and be able to
host the NESCAC Tournament,

and it’s especially exciting this
year because the competition is
just so great,” senior tri-captain
Tess Jasinski said. “It’s just going
to be a great weekend of field
hockey: four great teams competing and coming out strong.”
The 15-0 Jumbos, the only
undefeated team in the nation,
will kick off play tomorrow
at 11 a.m. with a semifinal
clash against the fifth-seeded
Bantams. The two teams squared
off in a thrilling regular season
matchup on Oct. 25 in Hartford,
Conn., when Tufts escaped with
a narrow 2-1 overtime victory
to improve to 5-1 in its last six
meetings with Trinity.
This time around, the Jumbos
will quite literally have home
field advantage. Trinity, which,
along with both Bowdoin and
Middlebury, plays its home

games on AstroTurf and will be
forced to adjust to Bello’s field
turf, a surface that lends itself to
a much slower game.
“I think it’ll be interesting for
them to get on our surface and
see how quickly they can adjust,”
coach Tina McDavitt said. “All
three of those teams are very
fast and are excellent on penalty
corners, and I think they may
struggle a little bit on our field.
This field doesn’t play into their
strengths, which is great.”
With a victory over the
Bantams, the Jumbos would
advance to the NESCAC championship game for the first
time in program history. Their
opponent would be the winner of tomorrow’s other semifinal contest, a rematch of last

Tournament
Field Hockey on Bello Field
NESCAC Semifinals, Tomorrow

vs.
11 a.m.
No. 1 TUFTS

NESCAC Title Game: Sunday at 12 p.m.
— by Sapna Bansil

see FIELD HOCKEY, page 10

Going for the kill: Top-seeded Tufts hosts
NESCAC Tournament games this weekend
Greenhouse

Senior Staff Writer

When the conference championship
kicks off today in Cousens Gym, the volleyball team will have one thing on its mind:
finishing what it began Sept. 19 when it won
its first conference game.
A sweep this weekend would be an apropos finish to a season in which the team
went a perfect 10-0 in conference play, finished the regular season atop the conference for the first time in its history and
grabbed the No. 1 slot in the Div. III NCAA
regional rankings.
While competing in the playoffs is
undoubtedly a pressure-filled situation,
hosting contests on its home turf should
provide a nice respite for the squad,
which has played 10 of its last 11 matches
on the road.
“This October we’ve been traveling the
entire month and haven’t had a break,”
senior tri-captain Stacy Filocco said.
“This allows people to come watch our
games. Having home games this weekend
is nice, and a bunch of people’s families
can come out.”
The first match of the tournament will
be played today at 5 p.m. when the team
takes on bottom-seeded Bates. The Bobcats

No. 5 TRINITY

Both of last year’s national
finalists will be pitted against
vs.
each other in Saturday’s
1:30 p.m.
marquee matchup. The Polar Bears beat the Panthers
No. 2 BOWDOIN
No. 3 MIDDLEBURY
three times last season en
route to their first ever national championship.

Volleyball

by Jeremy

Two of the NESCAC’s
emerging powers will
square off in a rematch of
a thrilling overtime contest
held on Oct. 25, which the
Jumbos won. Both Trinity
and Tufts are seeking their
first ever berth in the conference title game.

just barely qualified for the tournament,
having compiled a meager 2-8 conference
record, which left them tied for eighth in
the NESCAC.
Fortunately for Bates, it held the tiebreaker advantage over Colby and Trinity,
punching its ticket to today’s matchup. The
Jumbos handled the Bobcats when the two
last met in mid-September, topping them in
four sets. The winner of that match will face
the winner of defending champion and No.
4 Williams and No. 5 Middlebury. Although
the Jumbos have beaten every team in the
tournament, they remain resolutely focused
on today’s quarterfinal.
“It would be a huge error on our part to
look past this match,” senior tri-captain
Natalie Goldstein said. “My sophomore year
we looked ahead to the second round, and
we ended up losing in the first round to
Conn. College. Right now, Bates is our biggest threat.”
“[Going 10-0] makes the team more confident, and we know we can beat anyone,”
junior setter Dena Feiger said. “If we get our
game together when we’re playing those
teams, we can do it again, but it’s tough to
beat teams more than once.”
Four tournament matches will be
see VOLLEYBALL, page 11
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Sophomore Caitlin Updike, shown here
against Gordon in September, notched 18
kills during conference play last weekend.

Women’s Soccer Wrap-Up

Promising season
ends prematurely as
Jumbos battle injuries
by

Brian Comenitz

Contributing Writer

It was a year filled with adversity for
the women’s soccer team. A season that
started out with great expectations —
including hopes of reaching the NCAA
Tournament for the second straight season — but was derailed by injuries came
to an end Sunday, when the Jumbos fell
4-2 on penalty kicks to Bowdoin after
playing to a 0-0 stalemate in a dismal
first round of the NESCAC Tournament.
Indeed, despite winning six of its first
seven games, the squad managed only
two wins across its final seven matches
to finish the 2008 campaign 5-4 in the
NESCAC and 8-5-1 overall.
Tufts started the season on a tear, winning its first five games without giving up
a single goal, and the team was ranked
as high as No. 9 in the nation by Sept. 29,
when sophomore defender Sarah Nolet
won NESCAC Player of the Week honors.
But the undefeated record and shutout streak ended Oct. 4 when the Jumbos
were upset 3-1 by the Amherst Lord
Jeffs. Then the injuries started to pile up,
see WOMEN’S SOCCER, page 10

Tournament
Volleyball in Cousens/Chase Gym
NESCAC Quarterfinals, Today

vs.
5 p.m.
No. 8 BATES

No. 1 TUFTS

vs.
8 p.m.
No. 3 AMHERST

No. 6 CONN.
COLLEGE

NESCAC Semifinals, Saturday

Thanks to a 10-0 NESCAC record, the Jumbos
secured the top seed in the tourney and the
right to play on their home court. Their opponent in the first round is bottom-seeded Bates,
which earned its spot after winning a threeway tiebreaker against Colby and Trinity.
In a repeat of Friday’s contest, Amherst takes on
Conn. College. The Lord Jeffs took that match
3-1 as part of their 7-3 run across their last
10 matches of the season. Both schools have
made it to the semifinals two years in a row,
including last year when Amherst knocked the
Camels out of the tournament before losing in
the finals.

vs.
5 p.m.
No. 2 WESLEYAN

No. 7 BOWDOIN

vs.
5 p.m.
No. 4 WILLIAMS

Winner No. 1/No. 8 vs. Winner No. 4/ No. 5, 1 p.m.
Winner No. 2/No. 7 vs. Winner No.3/No. 6, 3:30 p.m.

No. 5 MIDDLEBURY

The No. 2 Cardinals are coming into the
tournament having won 13 of their last 15
matches, including a win over the Polar Bears
just two weeks ago. The teams also faced
each other in the 2006 NESCAC Quarters,
which saw Wesleyan take a 3-1 win.
On the heels of a six-match winning streak,
the defending champion Ephs play the Panthers today. Middlebury has taken eight of its
last nine matches, though the sole blemish on
that record is a 3-1 loss to Williams Tuesday.
This will be the third year in a row that the
teams have met in the NESCAC quarterfinals.

NESCAC Title Game: Sunday at 12 p.m.
— by Evan Cooper

