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French Public Supports NATO Enlargement, But
Many Are Uninformed about the Issues

KEY FINDINGS

. The French public tends to support
NATO’s admission of Poland, Hungary
and the Czech Republic, as well as the
use of NATO troops, including French
troops, to defend new members.

. Despite their support for enlargement, the
French are closely divided about further
expansion of the alliance within the next
five years (43% favor, 41% oppose).

. Two-thirds oppose increasing the amount
France currently pays to NATO to cover
the costs of enlargement. In fact, a
plurality believe new members
themselves should take primary
responsibility for managing these costs.

Public in France Supports Recent Invitations

Just over half in France (54%) support the
admission of the first three central and east
European countries invited to join NATO —
Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic. A
third oppose their admission. This support is
based in part on the belief of roughly half (45%)
that the West has a “moral obligation” to
integrate the countries of central and eastern
Europe into organizations like NATO and the

EU (nearly four in ten [36%] reject this
argument).

Majority Support Defense of New Members

Six in ten say that if the security of one of these
new members were threatened, they would
support the use of NATO troops — including
French troops — to defend them. A third would
oppose such a use of NATO and French military
forces.

French Split over Further Enlargement

When asked about the prospect of NATO
enlargement to other central and east European
countries within the next five years, the public is
divided on whether NATO should (43%) or
should not (41%) invite more new members “any
time soon.” Reminded that France would be
required to assist in the defense of any member
country, the public is also divided on admitting
specific potential members “if a referendum were
held tomorrow” (see Table, next page). About
two in ten “don’t lsnow” how they would vote on
admitting each of the countries listed. These
findings indicate that, in contrast to their own
government, the French public does not appear
to distinguish among potential NATO members.

New Members Expected to Pay their Own Way
A majority (65%) oppose increasing the amount
France currently pays to the alliance in order to
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cover the “costs associated with NATO enlargement.” Just a
quarter (27%) say they would favor such an increase.

In fact, a plurality (35%) say the new member countries
themselves should be primarily responsible for paying the costs
of NATO enlargement. Fewer believe France and other NATO
members (14%) or the U.S. (13%) should bear the primary
responsibility. One in five (21%) volunteer the view that the
burden should be shared equally.

French Public Unsure about U.S. and Russian Roles in Enlargement
Despite open disagreement between the U.S. and Europeans,
particularly France, over which countries to include in
invitations issued at the Madrid Summit, six in ten French say
they “haven’t heard enough to say” (47%) or that they “don’t
know” (13%) how they feel about the U.S. role in NATO
enlargement. Three in ten say the U.S. unfairly imposed its
preferences for enlargement on other NATO members. Few say
the decisions were made fairly, in the interests of all members
(9%). The better-informed are more likely than others to
believe the U.S. unfairly imposed its will on enlargement, while
those with a favorable opinion of the U.S. are more likely to say
decisions were reached fairly. Asked about the way NATO
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Vote in a Referendum on Admission

Romania
Bulgaria
Slovakia
Russia
Slovenia
Latvia
Lithuania
Estonia

Ukraine

to NATO

For
44
44
43
42
42
41
40
39
38

Against
42
39
38
40
39
38
39
41
44

handled Russian concerns, four in ten (43%) say they “don’t know.” A quarter each say NATO gave them

the “right amount” or “not enough” consideration.

Majority in France Uninformed about NATO Enlargement

More generally, while many in France offer opinions about NATO enlargement, a majority consider

themselves uninformed about the issue: seven in ten say they have heard or read “not very much” (39%)
or “nothing at all” (29%) about enlargement. Just three in ten say they have heard at least a fair amount
about it. The best-informed tend to be men and the better-educated.
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