
Legislator, lobbyist say smoking - bill is 
about privacy rights 
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deIegate who represents the 
staW's tobacco-growing region says 
he's simply addressing privacy 
rights with a bill that would make it 
IIY&d to discriminate agaimt a 
worker who smokes away from the 

;Vhis is not a smoker's aduocacy 
bill, a farming bill. a health bill." 
D&"George W. Owings 3rd. M a t -  
ved! told members of the House En- 
vironmental Matters Committee 
yderday. 

7Wis measure drew support from 

ers or non-smokers in hiring and fir- 
ing. Under the measure, an employ- 
er couldn't require workers not to 
smoke or use tobacco outside the 
job. 

The bill wouldn't affect non- 
smoking policies on the job. 

Supporters argued that a grow- 
ing tendency of employers to hire 
only non-smokers poses a threat to 
civil rights. 

'This bill is about dirirnina- 
tion," said Bruce C. Bereano, lobby- 
ist for the Tobacco Institute, who 
noted that Baltimore has a non-di 
crimination ordinance against s m k -  

f ln Montgomery 
County, 
discrimination exists. 
Smokers need not 
apply. . . I don't think 
that should be 
allowed to exist in 
our society. I - Bruce C. Bereano 
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"I don't think it's fair that a per- 
son can be fired for doing a legal ac- 
tivity when in the confines of tbeir 
own home," he said. 

But several panel members were 
skeptical about exlending the civil 
rights argument to smokers. 

'Do you think that it's appropri- 
ate to make smoking a protected 
class when somebody can be refused 
employment for being too fat?" 
asked Del. Brian E. Frosh, D-Mont- 
gomery. 

"It's really a privacy issue," re- 
sponded Bereano. - Restrictive em- 
ployers are  'trying to inject them- 
selves into tbe privacy of your 
home." 

Opponents of the bill argued that 
smokers cost employers more in 
medical expenses and cause corn- 
plaints from non-smoking col- 

leagues. 
The noo-diseriminatiob bill was 

one of several measures W e r n i n g  
smoking that were heatd by the 
committee yesterday. Om measure 
would require non-smokirg sections 
in restaurants that seat 59 or more. . 

Bereano repeated deiails of an"' 
agreement between the 'fobacco In-,': 
stitute and the Restaurant Associa-::: 
tion of Maryland for 4 voluntary~a 
program to set up don-smoking 
areas in restaurants. 

The Tobacco Institute will pro- . 
vide $52,000 for the program. pat- 
terned after a Baltimore County pro- 
gram. 

Other measures would ban smok- 
ing in all public places and in hospi- 
tals. 

The Associated P ~ S  cotatrib-' 
uted to th is  st-. 
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