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Senate denies funds for public editor
BY

ELLEN KAN

Daily Editorial Board

The Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Senate voted on Sunday to
reject the Media Advocacy Board’s
(MAB) request for funding to cover
the public editor’s salary.
Last year’s public editor Jeremy
White (LA ’09) received a $250
semesterly stipend. MAB recruited for this year’s position with the
understanding that it would be
similarly compensated.
The Senate’s decision means
that the current public editor
Duncan Pickard, a senior, will
not receive any payment for his
work despite what he had been
promised.
A provision for this salary
was inadvertently left out of the
MAB’s nearly $2,500 budget that
the Allocations Board (ALBO)
approved for this fiscal year.
MAB Chair Scott Silverman, a
senior, submitted a request for buffer funding upon realizing that the
public editor’s salary had not been
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Public Editor Duncan Pickard will not
receive a stipend this semester, despite
being promised one by the MAB.
included in the budget. ALBO discussed buffer funding allocations
at a meeting on Nov. 4. MAB’s
request, according to Silverman,
also included provisions for a digital projector and storage cabinets.
Two out of six ALBO members
present at the meeting opposed
the request outright, taking

issue with the public editor’s salary, according to TCU Treasurer
Aaron Bartel.
Bartel, a sophomore, explained
that the debate was centered not
on the merits of the position, for
which there was general support,
but on whether or not it should
be paid.
“The general idea is that while
ALBO and the Senate appreciate
the job the public editor does, we
saw it as inappropriate to pay for a
student at Tufts to make submissions to any publication,” he said.
The MAB introduced the public
editor position last year to provide
an independent critique of campus publications, hoping to raise
standards and inspire a broader
discussion on journalistic practices. Commentaries by the public
editor are printed in publications
such as the Daily and the Tufts
Roundtable as independent opinion pieces.
ALBO ended up recommendsee PUBLIC EDITOR, page 2

Boloco enjoys October spike in sales
ANNIE WERMIEL/TUFTS DAILY

Tufts Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) yesterday held a Veterans
Day ceremony on the Memorial Steps. The short commemoration
included a flag passing ceremony, followed by an invocation by
University Chaplain David O’Leary and an introduction by Dean of
Undergraduate Education James Glaser. Linda Dixon (J ’63, F ’99),
who currently serves as secretary of the corporation at Tufts, delivered
the keynote speech. Dixon is a retired Massachusetts Army National
Guard officer with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Veterans Day was a
university holiday; classes were held, but staff had the day off.

Drunk students crash sleep-out
BY

BEN GITTLESON

Daily Editorial Board

Drunken students and
clean energy activism didn’t
mix well yesterday.
Nine students camping
out on the Res Quad early
Wednesday morning were
shocked when drunk students
passing by first harassed
them and then broke their
tent, according to university
police and two members of
the group.

The campers, part of the
Tufts branch of the Leadership
Campaign, were participating
in a nightly, on-campus sleepout designed to raise awareness of climate issues and galvanize local politicians into
passing legislation supporting
clean energy.
On Wednesday shortly after
1 a.m., a group of students
started shaking the tent and
bothering the activists, who
see CAMPING, page 2

BY

CHRISTY MCCUAIG

Daily Editorial Board

On the verge of closure since
last spring, the Boston Avenue
branch of Boloco has seen a
much-needed revenue boost in
the past six weeks. According to
store manager Claudio Fonseca,
sales were up an average of 15
to 16 percent for the month of
October compared to last year.
Boloco, one of the eight local
restaurants on Tufts’ Merchant
Off-Campus Partners (MOPs)
program, was experiencing such
slow sales last April that marketing manager Sam Chud called the
store’s closure “imminent.”
The sales increase does not
mean that the store’s future is
secure, but it is less likely that
managers will jump at the first
offer to buy. “It’s not like someone
would make any offer and we’d
take it,” Chud said. “We see no
reason to stop now.”
When students returned to
campus in September, the branch

ELAINE KIM/TUFTS DAILY

Boloco had a spike in profits during October, allowing the store to push
back its sale to an outside buyer for the interim.
remained open, but Chud told the
Daily at the time that the store’s
property was on the market.
Though the restaurant remained
unprofitable and was losing
money, managers were reluctant
to close the branch.
To Chud and everyone at
Boloco, the recent sales have

been encouraging. “This month
has been a pleasant surprise,”
Chud said.
Staying in business will offer
the management team time to
determine what has been behind
the boost in sales. “We’ve been
see BOLOCO, page 2

Faculty promote a new idea of gender during ‘fireside chat’ hosted by Synaptic Scholars
BY

BEN GITTLESON

Daily Editorial Board

Two faculty members studying strikingly distinct geographical areas of
the world joined together last night in
Stratton Hall’s main lounge to discuss
sexuality, gender divisions and varying
cultural norms with respect to masculinity and femininity.
Associate Professor of History Jeanne
Penvenne and Japanese Professor Susan
Napier spoke about their research and
views on gender norms as part of a fireside chat sponsored by the Synaptic
Scholars, an intellectual leadership program run through the Institute for Global
Leadership.
Over two dozen students, about half of
whom included Synaptic Scholars, came
to the discussion, an interactive talk that
covered topics ranging from gender-neu-

TIEN TIEN/TUFTS DAILY

Associate Professor of History Jeanne Penvenne and Japanese Professor Susan Napier spoke last
night about the expansiveness of gender in society, with a particular look at the Tufts campus.
tral cyborgs in Japanese animation to
masculinity in Mozambique.
Napier, a professor of Japanese language and literature, told attendees that

Inside this issue

Japan’s affluent and technologically
advanced society may give it an edge in
addressing gender norms.
“Generally, I think of Japan, Japanese

culture of … acknowledging a wider continuum of sexuality and gender choices,
perhaps more than the West,” she said.
This spectrum, she added, can be seen
in anime and manga, genres of cartoons
and animation.
In these media and elsewhere, there
exist hints of a shift to a “post-gender”
world of changing norms, Napier said.
Senior Margaret O’Connor, a Synaptic
Scholar, posed the question of whether a
post-gender society should be seen as a
positive goal or just a natural expansion
of available options.
Napier said Japan is not necessarily
utopian, but shifts in a gender-centric
language are starting to emerge.
In the United States, genders mix freely, but Penvenne explained that this is
not the case in other parts of the world.
see GENDER, page 2
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Public editor position now without a salary
PUBLIC EDITOR
continued from page 1

ing that the Senate approve the
entirety of the MAB’s requests
except for the public editor’s
salary, a decision that Silverman
chose not to appeal. The Senate
passed this recommendation
on Sunday.
Pickard indicated that he
would not have accepted the
position if he had known that
it would be unpaid and said he
will not continue in the position
next semester.
“I’ve decided that whether or
not I get this salary, I will not be
the public editor second semester,” he said. “Obviously I would
rather have a salary, but [the]
Senate’s decision didn’t influence me to not continue with
the position.”
Though he maintained that
the lack of salary was not the sole
determining factor in his decision, he said it definitely affected
his choice.
“I would think more seriously
about doing it if I were being
paid,” he said. “I’m not quitting
position out of protest, but the
money not being there is certainly a disincentive.”
Bartel said the main rationale for choosing not to fund
the position was that there
were other students on campus
essentially doing the work similar to that of the public editor
without payment.
“No other student at Tufts gets
paid to write in magazines or
newspapers,” he said. “We don’t
pay anyone else to do that and
it would unfair for us to pay the
public editor.”
The fact that the MAB had
already promised the salary to
Pickard did not factor into the
Senate’s deliberations, Bartel said.
“We were not really taking into
account the fact that it had been
promised by the signatory of the
group because it’s not something
that we ever approved or agreed
with,” he said.
Some senators questioned the
MAB’s decision not to appeal the
recommendation, wondering

whether the body really valued
the position.
Silverman defended the
MAB’s decision not to appeal. “I
chose not to appeal the decision
because I respect the Senate’s
decisions, and they did grant the
other two items in my request,”
he said.
Freshman Senator Shawyoun
Shaidani, a member of ALBO,
voted against funding the public
editor’s salary.
“I felt as if there were many
positions on campus, plenty
of presidents for example, that
have just as much responsibility,”
Shaidani said.
Both Silverman and Pickard
defended the stipend. Silverman
believed that it helped attract
qualified candidates and kept the
public editor accountable.
“It encourages qualified, competitive candidates to apply to
the position,” Silverman said.
“There is also a certain amount
of accountability that comes with
the position when there is a paid
salary involved.”
Pickard also raised the issue
of recruiting, pointing out that a
senior, perhaps the most qualified for the position in terms of
experience and connections,
would be most likely to take it if
it was paid.
“I think that incentives for
seniors to take on another extracurricular activity are very low,”
he said.
Senator Joel Greenberg, a
sophomore, said the offer of a
stipend raised the position’s standards. “Paying ensures the integrity of the position; if it weren’t
paid it wouldn’t be taken as seriously,” he said.
Still, Senator Yulia Korovikov,
a freshman, believed that the
position could attract quality
candidates without a stipend
attached.
“I don’t see why it’s necessary
for there to be an incentive,” she
said. “People who write op-eds do
it anyway without an incentive.”
White, last year’s public editor,
echoed this belief, though he was
unable to say if he would have
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taken on the position if it had
been unpaid.
“Getting paid was a really
nice perk, but no one on campus I know gets paid for the
work they do for a publication,”
White said. “Being part of student media is not because of the
compensation but because you
believe in what you do. I want
to believe that people will still
continue to take on the position
of public editor even without
getting paid.”
Pickard said the role of public
editor could not be compared to
other editorial positions within
publications. “This is not necessarily something that will prop
up a résumé — it doesn’t really have the same weight or the
same level of prestige as being
editor-in-chief of the Daily, for
example,” he said.
Senior Adam Weldai, a trustee
representative to the Senate, disagreed with the Senate’s decision
on more procedural grounds. He
said the decision highlighted a
more general trend of ignoring
precedent.
“I supported funding it because
it is something that has been
funded before. I think the Senate
made a very nitpicky decision
not to fund it this year,” Weldai
said. “My biggest concern about
a lot of the financial decisions the
Senate has made this year is that
they did it with no reference to
the past.”
Bartel said senators decided
to fund the position last year as
more of a way to prompt interest in what was then a relatively
unknown position.
“Some people who supported it
as a paid position last year did so
more to get it off the ground than
for it to be a permanent stipend,”
he said. “They felt it was appropriate last year but not this year.”
Silverman said that the MAB
will try to maintain the position
without a salary, but he hopes to
obtain funding for the position
during the next budgeting cycle.
Bartel, however, expressed his
belief that funding was unlikely
to be approved.

Boloco improves delivery,
online ordering system
BOLOCO
continued from page 1

doing so many different things,
and we need to figure out exactly
what’s working and what’s not
working,” Chud said.
Chud said the reason for the
increase in sales is difficult to pinpoint and can be attributed to a
number of factors.
The company has been testing a number of new marketing
techniques since the beginning of
the semester, such as introducing
new “mini” and “extra-large” burrito sizes and offering free burritos at student events like freshman orientation.
Of all the changes, however, Chud speculated that the
store’s improved delivery system, including more reliable
drivers and faster service, has
had the greatest impact. He said
the branch has seen higher than
the average number of online
orders since the beginning of
the semester.
“We’ve actually heard positive
reviews lately about the effectiveness and consistency of our delivery,” he said.
Boloco’s induction into the
MOPs system required it to implement a delivery system, not a part
of Boloco’s standard business
model, according to Chud.
Chud said in September that
the delivery element of MOPs was
not helping business, and instead
put Boloco “out of its element”
because their food is meant to be
eaten “right off the line.”
Now, the restaurant’s managers
are increasingly seeing that delivery does offer something beneficial to the store, allowing it to
expand Boloco’s reach across the
Tufts neighborhood.
“The reason we should keep
[delivery] is because of its
appeal to the other side of the
market,” Chud said. “Over time,
we’ve been able to build up a
pretty strong base of delivery
customers.”
Boloco’s revamped online order-

ing system may be the reason for
the delivery system’s success.
Alan Bernstein, a sophomore
who said he orders Boloco at
least twice a week, observed
that the improved online system has made ordering burritos
for delivery much more convenient. “It takes about five minutes to set it up [initially], but
after that ordering takes less
than 30 seconds.”
Bernstein did not think a
change in food taste or quality
was behind the sales increase. “It’s
the same good Boloco,” he said.
The store also changed managers over the summer to Fonseca,
who previously managed a higher-volume Boloco location in
Boston. Chud said the swap contributed to the recent upswing.
“Claudio is doing his own outreach,” he said. “He’s obviously
been able to establish some good
relationships, and he’s really
ambitious and eager to grow with
the business.”
Still, the restaurant remains for
sale, and profits are below target
figures despite the profit boost,
Chud said.
“The bottom line hasn’t
moved,” Chud said. “We’re still in
a hole and trying to get out of it.”
Chud continues to work with
juniors Jared Glick and Danny
Moll to market Boloco to the
Tufts community. “They’ve definitely helped us get a clearer picture of the campus by putting us
in touch with the right people
and steering us toward the right
events,” Chud said.
Fonseca said the next step
for the branch is marketing to
the non-Tufts community that it
serves.
“We are trying to reach out
by going into Medford city and
getting the locals so that we can
keep going once the kids are on
vacation,” he said. He estimated
that Boloco currently sees around
20 percent of its sales from the
MOPs program, and the rest in
cash or credit.

Drunk students crash into tent of group camping out for clean energy
CAMPING
continued from page 1

were about to go to sleep, according
to the accounts of two students who
were in the tent and Tufts University
Police Department (TUPD) Sgt. Robert
McCarthy. The activists asked the students to leave and they did.
Around 20 minutes later, some members of the group returned.
This time, a smaller group of students
came by. One student charged the tent
and knocked it over. The crash broke a
tent pole.
“I don’t think it was anything malicious toward what we were doing or
our cause — it was just a bunch of
stupid, drunk kids,” said junior Sally
Sharrow, who is co-coordinating the
sleep-out campaign and who was in
the tent yesterday morning. “I don’t
think they even knew who we were …

They just saw an opportunity to be
jerks and took it.”
Students from the Leadership
Campaign told the Daily last month
that they planned to sleep outside every night until a bill is passed
supporting 100 percent clean energy use in Massachusetts by 2020 or
until December’s UN Climate Change
Conference in Copenhagen, Denmark.
Members of the group saw the drunken students run in the direction of Wren
Hall, an all-sophomore, uphill dormitory, and called TUPD at 1:40 a.m. Officers
responding to the scene electronically
traced the fob of someone who had just
entered Wren Hall, according to Sharrow
and senior Erin Taylor, who was also in
the tent.
The offending student was identified
as a white male with an American flag,
according to McCarthy.

The officers found six or seven students in one of Wren’s common areas,
and one of the students admitted
to running around the quad earlier,
McCarthy said.
“He had been drinking,” McCarthy
said. “He said he had a couple of beers.”
TUPD does not generally release the
names of students accused of wrongdoing in such instances, and neither
Sharrow nor Taylor knew the student’s
name.
After bringing the student into the
lobby, another student there said he
had seen him run into the building
earlier.
The intoxicated student did not
admit to breaking the tent, although he
agreed to pay for the snapped tent pole,
according to Taylor, who is an outreach
coordinator for the Tufts chapter of the
Leadership Campaign.

A report will be sent to the dean of student affairs office today, McCarthy said.
This incident does not mark the first
time the Leadership Campaign has had
trouble since its members began sleeping on the Academic and Res Quads
nearly three weeks ago.
On Saturday night, Sharrow said,
one student was sleeping outside when
someone or a group of people outside
the tent attacked the tent twice, breaking
it. She was not sure of the circumstances
surrounding those occurrences.
Taylor said yesterday it was “pretty obvious” the drunken students on
Wednesday morning were not making a
political statement, but that she found
the incident dishearening.
“It just made me sad, I think, that
members of my own community would
be that disrespectful to their peers,”
she said.

Faculty consider post-gender world based on experience in Japan, Africa
GENDER
continued from page 1

She pointed to the strength of
African women in existing social
spheres, spheres that outsiders
might view as confining.
“The voices from our perspective are really different. And yet
African women I know are the
strongest women I know anyplace in the world,” Penvenne
said, highlighting their physical
strength, endurance and social
standing. “The men don’t mess
with them.”
Napier’s personal interest in
gender issues arose out of an
early desire to break out of gen-

der norms, she said.
“I’ve always hated to feel
constrained by gender,” she
said, adding that she liked both
Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys
books when she was younger.
She went on a round-the-world
trip at age 17, further pushing
the limits of gender expectations as she saw them.
Penvenne said she first came
into contact with gender on
an academic level when she
worked on an oral history project in Mozambique. At first, men
spoke of contested masculinity,
in which they reported being
called “boys” rather than “men.”

“The injuries were often more
to one’s dignity than to one’s
body,” Penvenne said.
Penvenne said that while her
first two books focused on men
in cities in Africa, she eventually began to study women’s role
in African social systems. She
found that men who had moved
to cities for work got respect and
were seen as more marriageable,
but that women who did the
same were seen in an opposite
manner.
“We have all these models
that … implicitly assume a male
actor,” she said. “And what happens when you have a female

actor in those roles?” Perceptions
completely flip, she said.
In the context of expectations about gender and orientation, Penvenne said her
experiences in Africa have been
eye-opening.
“The accepted wisdom about
Africa is that it’s very homophobic, very patriarchal,” she said.
But she explained that when
she has encountered people in
lesbian, transgender and other
relationships on the continent,
they were accepted and “nobody
said anything about it.”
Much of the event consisted
of a discussion between the fac-

ulty members and students.
Students took a variety of
directions with their questions,
including wondering how much
of gender presentation is natural versus performed. Penvenne
and Napier touched on spirit
possession, in which women
could freely express themselves
in the guise of being possessed.
Participants also touched on
gender expression in class discussions and in faculty-student
relationships. Some students
said they felt their gender identity came to forefront in classes
with “strong female” or “strong
male” professors or topics.

Features

3

tuftsdaily.com

Certain academic departments note large
gender discrepancies among students
Male art history majors, female physics majors hard to find
BY

ANDREW MORGENTHALER/TUFTS DAILY

Some majors attract disporportionate numbers of men or women.
double the national average maleto-female engineering student ratio,
according to the school’s website.
“The child development major draws
mostly women, and this is unfortunate all around,” George Scarlett, Child
Development Deputy Department
Chair, said. “We have fantastic majors,
but the major itself would be enriched

by the presence of men.”
Scarlett said the significant lack of
gender parity within the field of study
“isn’t because the major and department are better suited to women. It
has more to do with misunderstanding than it has to do with people maksee GENDERED MAJORS, page 4

Community college enrollment on the rise
As college tuitions increase, students look for more aﬀordable options
BY

MARY BETH GRIGGS
Daily Staff Writer

Boston is a city in which the economy and culture is built, in part, on the
many institutes of higher education
that populate the area. The ones that
immediately spring to mind are the
big-name universities: Harvard, MIT,
Boston University, Boston College
and, of course, Tufts.
While these might garner the most
attention from the media in a “normal” economic time, hardships are

Sneaking
a peek

I

DEREK SCHLOM

Daily Staff Writer

Junior Rebekah Holtz feels the strain
as a female physics major in a field of
study dominated by men. Holtz is one
of just seven women, compared to 16
men, currently majoring in physics in
the College of Liberal Arts at Tufts.
Holtz said the gender disparity has
never made her “uncomfortable” but
that it does change her attitude towards
her studies.
“Being in a class with mostly males
puts more pressure on me to do well,”
Holtz said. “Whenever I take a test, I
feel that my performance is reflective
of women in general. I worry that if
I do poorly in a physics class, it reinforces the notion that women may not
be as strong in science as men.”
Holtz is enrolled in two physics
classes this semester, one of which she
said contains four females out of 45
students total.
This marked gender gap isn’t exclusive to physics and other natural sciences, nor does it solely skew in the
direction of a male majority. A search
of Tufts White Pages found particularly
notable discrepancies in art history
(five males out of 57 declared majors),
computer science (eight females out
of 50 declared majors in the College of
Liberal Arts) and child development
(15 males out of 107 declared majors).
The women’s studies department currently has no male majors. Women
make up close to 30 percent of the
School of Engineering’s student body,
a low proportion despite being nearly

GRIFFIN PEPPER | EIGHT GIRLS AND A GUY

forcing an often-overlooked branch
of higher education into the spotlight. Driven by a number of factors,
there has been a nationwide surge in
enrollment at community colleges,
in some cases even straining institutions’ resources.
The increased enrollment at these
institutions of higher education is
a trend that has been noted by The
New York Times and the Associated
Press, and the 15 community colleges in Massachusetts have been no
exception.

President Obama spoke at Macomb Community College in Norren, MI last July.

MCT

For one of them — Roxbury
Community College (RCC) — the
effects are clear.
“We’ve had a … double digit increase
in enrollment this year and one of
the highest of all the 15 community
colleges in Massachusetts. What we
are seeing is that more students are
looking at community college as an
option,” said Stephanie Janey, vice
president for Enrollment and Student
Affairs at RCC. “Students and parents
are looking at community college as
an option to save money. [That’s] for
the more traditional aged student.
Older students we are seeing coming
back just to retool or try to finish a
degree that they started and may not
have completed.”
Until now, Janey said, the increase
has not been a problem, and the
school has been able to accommodate
additional students by adding courses
and sections in certain subject areas.
Still, the administration is noticing
the changes.
“We haven’t reached our enrollment
capacity yet, so if we actually get to
the point where we reach enrollment
capacity, it might become an issue,
not so much this semester. We certainly are feeling the increase; the
library, for instance, talks about the
number of folks that come in. They
have a ticker and they count the number of students that are going into the
library to receive services, and that
number has gone up,” Janey said.
While RCC may have been able to
handle the increase, others in the
area have not. In an Oct. 27 article,
the New York Times reported that
see COMMUNITY COLLEGES, page 4

’ve received mixed reviews about my
last article not because it addressed a
delicate subject but because I mentioned my large nipples. My friends have
approached me in the past week and tried
to reassure me that they’re totally normal.
And even though I still see budding breasts
on my chest, I appreciate the support. But
it got me thinking about another aspect
of self-image that guys never have to deal
with: boobs.
Whenever I mention the subject to my
girl friends, someone will inevitably ask,
“Why are guys so obsessed with boobs?”
I try to answer honestly. To me, it’s a
Freudian thing. There’s something exciting and oddly comforting about breasts.
They’re something men don’t have and,
like children, we enjoy exploring the
unknown. And they’re fun.
One friend recently told me, “I think
girls think more about them than guys
do.” I found that hard to believe. But then I
decided to look into it.
I don’t mean to harp on the media affecting our perceptions of real life, but there’s
a very clear message from television and
advertisements: Big boobs are better. It’s
another example of those false ideals we all
buy into. It explains why so many women
claim to “need” breast enlargement surgery. It’s purely psychological, and the
mainstream media reinforces it.
I was inspired to investigate this topic
by a close friend who recently decided to
undergo breast reduction surgery. Most
people shudder at the thought of going
through surgery and consider it ludicrous
to choose to trade in big boobs, but my
friend was overjoyed at the prospect of
having smaller breasts. In fact, she’s never
looked happier.
In my extensive research for this column, I’ve asked many of my girl friends,
housemates and others the all-important
question: “Do you like your boobs?” And
the resounding answer is, “Most of the
time.” This led me to ask more questions,
sometimes uncomfortably, about the daily
issues women have with their breasts.
There’s the touchy subject of sensitivity.
I remember one friend equating the sensitivity of her breasts to that of a man’s testicles. That worried me, especially because
I’m such a huge believer in the bear hug.
But I’ve hugged girls who squeeze tighter
than I do, and others who prefer a gentler,
softer embrace.
Also, I’ve heard from others that their
boobs swell up and become hypersensitive during their period. This was news
to me. And I don’t think it’s because
I’m blissfully ignorant. Guys don’t think
about this kind of stuff, and girls don’t
usually tell us about it.
Most girls complain that guys only look
at their cleavage. That was one of the reasons my friend decided to get reduction
surgery. Aside from the back pain, she just
didn’t feel respected when a guy made
sparse eye contact.
I decided a long time ago that you show
respect to anyone, male or female, by looking at their face when talking to them. Why
must us guys insist on sneaking a peek? It’s
a move that someone will catch sooner or
later, no matter how stealthy you are about
it. Then again, glancing at a girl’s boobs
can be involuntary, especially if she shows
them off.
Some girls use their boobs to score
free drinks; others try to hide them; some
lament their smallness and others truly
don’t think twice about their size. There’s
a whole world us guys aren’t privy to, even
though we think we get it. The best we can
do with this information is respect our girl
friends and know that our actions and our
comments might do more than we think.

Griffin Pepper is a senior majoring in political science. He can be reached at Griffin.
Pepper@tufts.edu.
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Gender-imbalanced majors don’t
make Tufts students uncomfortable

Obama may allocate more funding
to community colleges

GENDERED MAJORS

COMMUNITY COLLEGES

continued from page 3

ing rational choices about what to
major in.”
“The primary misunderstanding has
to do with the question, ‘What can you
do with a child development major?
The correct answer is, ‘Anything you
want,’” he said.
Scarlett cited alumni in health-related professions, public policy, the law,
education, psychology and research as
examples.
“Without this understanding that
majoring in child development can
lead almost anywhere, I think men on
campus see it as headed for education careers only and not for careers
that men typically gravitate toward …
[It] may be that we still live in a culture where the interests of children
are associated with women’s work,”
he said.
Sociology
Professor
Susan
Ostrander, too, cites a sex-segregated
work force as a cause for the gender
gap in some majors. Ostrander teaches Sociology 30: Sex and Gender in
Society, in which the topic of gender
roles in the labor force is a component of the curriculum.
“Some jobs [are] reserved for men
and others for women,” Ostrander
said. “It’s not surprising that students
often end up in majors that match
the kind of paid work they will have
later. Only a few women and men defy
the odds and major in fields where
they are a minority,” like women in
the natural sciences and men in child
development, Ostrander said.
For Ostrander, a “solution” to the
gap could be found in the establishment of “gender equality in paid
work,” she said. Pay equity in the work
force would allow students to choose
majors based not on the particular
traditional gender association (and
correlated earning potential) of a pro-

fession, but based on their interest
for the subject regardless of societal
norms.
Women, who Ostrander said are
more likely than men are to work in
professions like teaching, social work,
nursing and child development, are
currently paid 78 cents for each dollar earned by men, according to a
presidential proclamation released in
April.
“The jobs that women are most
likely to do are paid less,” Ostrander
said.
Still, students majoring in fields of
studies traditionally (and statistically)
associated with the opposite gender
overwhelmingly said they felt comfortable and were not aware of any
modicum of classroom sexism.
“I think it’s almost a cycle because
the lack of women could make other
women feel out of place. But I don’t
feel uncomfortable because I’m used
to it and I don’t think it’s a big deal,”
senior physics major Erin van Erp said.
“I sometimes wish my classes were
more gender-balanced, but I accept
that there’s something about physics
that just appeals to more men than
women. I would probably be confused
if I had a class that wasn’t mostly
guys, but no one has ever questioned
whether I belong in this major.”
“All that really matters is whether or
not [a potential male child development major] is really interested in the
study of child development,” junior
child development major Spencer
Ross said. “If child development is
really something that he wanted to
pursue, then it shouldn’t matter that
the classes are made up of mostly
women.”
According to sophomore physics
major Michelle Cohen, “There’s nothing wrong with being outnumbered in
your field. It would be stupid to turn
down a major because it’s all guys.”

continued from page 3

Bunker Hill Community College in
Boston had been forced to add midnight classes to accommodate demand
and that Holyoke Community College
in Holyoke, Mass. had “turned its tennis courts into parking lots” in order
to accommodate all the students that
were driving to school.
One of the reasons for the popularity
of community colleges is their “open
access” admission policy, which gives
anyone with the equivalent of a high
school diploma the chance to receive a
higher education.
“The only requirement is a high
school diploma or a GED,” Janey said.
This policy — honored by all
of the community colleges in the
Massachusetts system — allows people who might not have been accepted
into four-year institutions the chance to
earn a degree and pursue a career path
of their choice rather than settling for
the first paying job that comes along.
Many community college students
enroll part-time and pay their own way,
so affordability is another key component for enrollees. But with the increasing demand and a slowing economy, it is
becoming more difficult for community
colleges to fund their programs while
keeping tuition prices reasonable.
“There are a number of things that
we do [to fund programming]. As a last
resort we have to raise student fees …
and we have raised them for this year
… because the fees are what the college keeps — the tuition money goes
to the state, and the fees stay at the
college,” Janey said.
Even with raised fees, the cost of
attending RCC is a fraction of what
students at Tufts pay. RCC’s student
activity fee is $25, which seems cheap
in comparison with Tufts’ $278 student activity fee. For a student from
Massachusetts attending RCC and tak-

ing 10 classes, the combined cost of
tuition and all excess fees (including
insurance and three lab classes) would
amount to $1,945.
While there are obviously many criteria that come into play during the
college search, it is little wonder that
— faced with the economic downturn
— students are considering the less
expensive community college option
as a way of pursuing a higher education. Some cut costs by enrolling in a
community college and transferring to
a four-year university later on, allowing them to save on two years of university tuition.
Community colleges provide an
affordable way to reach goals, but they
are partially reliant on the state for
money, and money is in short supply in
the state government these days.
“We, like many other state agencies,
are affected by the cuts that happen
on the state level, because tax revenues have been down in the state
of Massachusetts. If tax revenues are
down, then money that goes to the
state-supported entities becomes a little [scarcer],” Janey said.
Other sources of funding may become
available soon. President Obama
weighed in on the importance of community colleges back in September at
the Hudson Valley Community College
in Troy, New York. He proposed an initiative that would allow for $12 billion
to be budgeted for community colleges
in an effort to produce five million more
community college graduates by 2020.
“Jobs requiring at least an associate’s degree are projected to grow twice
as fast as jobs requiring no college
experience. We will not fill those jobs
— or keep those jobs on our shores
— without graduating more students,
including millions more students from
community colleges,” Obama said in
a speech on the American Graduation
Initiative.

Asian American Month 2009

Mixed
and
Asian
Identity, Assumptions, and Politics
Tuesday, November 17

6:00pm, Pearson 104

Dinner Reception following talk

Jen Chau

Founder/Executive Director of Swirl, Inc.
Jen Chau, born and raised in New York City, is a mixed race woman of Chinese and Ashkenazi Jewish
descent. She is the Founder and Executive Director of Swirl, Inc., a national organization that challenges
society norms through community leadership. In addition, she is the National Director of People Development
and Human Resources at New Leaders for New Schools, a non-profit education reform organization.
Jen received her B.A. in Women’s Studies at Wellesley College and her M.S. in Organizational Change
Management from Milano, The New School for Management and Urban Policy. She currently lives in New
York City and writes about her experiences in activism on her online blog, The Time Is Always Right.
Jen’s perspectives have been featured in publications such as The New York Times, USA Today, and The San Francisco Chronicle.
She has also appeared on national T.V. as an expert on topics surrounding diversity and mixed race identity.

Sponsored by Asian American Center
Co-sponsored by International Center, Latino Center,Women’s Center, Asian American Alliance, Filipino Cultural Society, Hong Kong
Students Association, Japanese Culture Club, Korean Students Association, and Vietnamese Students Club
For info: asianamcenter@tufts.edu
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Lights, camera...sexism?
Female directors seldom recognized

BY

CATHERINE SCOTT

Daily Editorial Board

Kathryn Bigelow’s “The Hurt Locker,”
released last summer, started a growing
buzz that she would be the fourth woman
ever to be nominated for an Academy
Award for Achievement in Direction. Jane
Campion is garnering similar Oscar talk for
her historical romance, “Bright Star” (2009)
and Best Actress hopefuls Carey Mulligan
and Meryl Streep were both featured in
female-directed films by Lone Scherfig and
Nora Ephron, respectively.
Unfortunately, there is hardly any chance
that the movie-going public has ever heard
of Bigelow or Campion, despite the fact
that each has been making movies for
over 20 years. As a matter of fact, female
directors rarely take the spotlight the way
male directors like Quentin Tarantino, Wes
Anderson and Spike Jonze so frequently
do. There is also no female equivalent in
popularity to powerhouse directors such
as Steven Spielberg, Francis Ford Coppola
or Martin Scorsese.
Catherine Hardwicke might be the
only female director to recently capture
the public eye, thanks to the “Twilight”
(2008) phenomenon. The amount of
exposure she received was great, but the
film was not — arguably because of its
direction. Rarely ever are women directors lauded for their camera work or
their ability to draw great performances
out of their actors.
Of the top 250 highest-grossing films
of 2007, women directed only a cool
six percent. According to Women Make
Movies, a non-profit organization that
addresses the discrepancies in gender in
the film industry, that statistic indicates
a decrease from 2000, when films directed by women made up 11 percent. The
numbers vary from year to year, but the
pattern is obvious: While adult women
are one of the largest movie-going target
groups, hardly any Hollywood films are
being made by women.

Words from women on filmmaking
It’s important to note that film school isn’t
discouraging women from making films. In
fact, film school graduates are split by gender roughly 50-50. It’s the inner workings
of the film business that somehow put up
numerous roadblocks for women, especially when it comes to receiving funding
for their films.
Filmmaker, screenwriter and lecturer in the drama and dance department Susan Kouguell has worked in the
film business for years, including with
powerhouse production companies like
Miramax and Paramount. Now, on top of
running her own screenwriting consulting firm, Kouguell also teaches a screenwriting class and a course on women in
film at Tufts.
While the reasons behind the “boys club”
attitude of the business are impossible to discern, Kouguell agrees that women are consistently undermined by the major studios.
“There seems still to be a — I don’t know
if ‘lack of trust’ is too strong a phrase — but
perhaps that, in giving female filmmakers
the financing for films,” Kouguell said.
Even though she was allowed into the
inner circle of a male-dominated domain,
Kouguell still feels the difficulties of working in the Hollywood film business as a
female filmmaker.
“I think there’s still discrimination,”
Kouguell said. “I hate to say it but I see
what it’s like and it’s really hard. You have
to have a tough skin and you have to really
stand up for yourself. But I think [that’s
true] across almost every job industry.”
Another female filmmaker who is just
starting out in the business is Lauren
Tracy, a 21-year-old student at Rochester
Institute of Technology and one of the
founders of X-Factor Filmmakers, an
organization dedicated to helping fund
female-directed films.
After beginning film school, Tracy realized that the industry wasn’t as welcoming to female filmmakers as to men. Tracy
wanted to help other women get their films

made. Along with her graphic designer
father Rick Tracy, they decided to sell
female filmmakers t-shirts to raise money
to help women filmmakers succeed.
The organization gave out its first award
last May and is hoping to expand by partnering with other non-profit companies.
X-Factor Filmmakers also hope to get more
traffic to its website by holding a bracket
contest in which viewers can rate 32 movies
by female directors, narrowing down to one
winner. Predictions end Nov. 15 and anyone
interested can go to xfactorfilm.bracket.com.
Tracy has learned how to handle working on film sets, especially since noting
that there are hardly ever other women
surrounding her.
“People were surprised when I said I
wanted to be a director,” Tracy said.
“Because I’m a woman, it seemed like they
were surprised but then more interested
and would ask me questions about it.”
Running an organization that specifically caters to female filmmakers has made
Tracy sensitive to gender issues within the
business, but she maintains that it’s important never to pigeonhole a man or a woman
into a certain type of artistry.
“I wouldn’t necessarily go to a film
because it’s directed by a woman,” Tracy
said. “I don’t feel that I have a feminist
mentality; I have a fair one.”
She also takes a more positive view of
how the business actually works for women,
adding, “It’s not that I think women are
being treated poorly on set on purpose. It’s
just how it’s been from the beginning, and
it’s changing slowly for this industry.”
What women are (and aren’t) doing
Despite the difficulties of getting films
made, anyone who follows directors and

knows their work can say that there are
a plethora of talented female filmmakers
out there: Campion, Bigelow, Mira Nair,
Sally Potter and Sofia Coppola, to name
just a few. The problem is that rarely ever
do their movies make large profits, at least
not the kind of money Hollywood executives can get from a Michael Bay picture,
for example.
Associate Dean of Undergraduate
Education Jeanne Dillon has been teaching
film classes at Tufts for many years and she
agreed with the theory that many women’s
films don’t get made because they aren’t
deemed money-making enterprises.
“It’s a commerce world,” Dillon said.
“Movies aren’t treated as an art form; they’re
treated as a form of entertainment.”
There are exceptions to the rule, such
as Nancy Meyers and Nora Ephron, who
make romantic comedies like Meyers’
“Something’s Gotta Give” (2006) or Ephron’s
“Sleepless in Seattle” (1993) — both of
which grossed over $200 million.
“I don’t just show movies [in class]
because they’re made by women, because
that doesn’t do it for me,” Dillon said. “I’m
not out there to say movies done by women
are the best, because they’re not.”
Whether women are making films
about war, relationships, history or sex,
it’s important that they too have a voice.
When men direct and write movies for
women, like “He’s Just Not That Into You”
(2009) which made over $100 million and
women don’t get to respond, the viewing
experience is skewed.
“The idea of a man writing or directing
a film for women has always intrigued
me,” Tracy said. “But there are many
see WEEKENDER, page 9
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‘Broncos’ bucks usual conventions, but Hesses’ formula holds
BY

REBECCA SANTIAGO
Daily Staff Writer

The third time is not necessarily the charm for Jared and
Jerusha Hess, co-writers of

Gentlemen Broncos
Starring Michael Angarano,
Jennifer Coolidge,
Jemaine Clement
Directed by Jared Hess
“Napoleon Dynamite” (2004),
“Nacho Libre” (2006) and now
“Gentlemen Broncos” (2009).
Fans of “Napoleon” in particular will be mildly disappointed
with the duo’s latest film, which
utilizes the same awkward underdog equation that has come to
define the Hesses’ work, though
“Broncos” introduces a few new,
pleasant variables.
The film is set in the quirky
and isolated world of Benjamin
Purvis (Michael Angarano), a
17-year-old homeschooled kid
with a passion for science fiction.
When Benjamin discovers that
Dr. Ronald Chevalier (Jemaine
Clement), acclaimed sci-fi writer
and Benjamin’s idol, will be lecturing at the Cletus Festival, he
parts from his mother (Jennifer
Coolidge) for a weekend to attend
the “best writers’ camp in Utah.”
There he allows a fellow writer
named Tabitha (Halley Feiffer)
to read his most prized manuscript, entitled “Yeast Lords: The
Bronco Years.” With her encouragement, he submits his piece to
a writing competition judged by
Dr. Chevalier.
It quickly becomes evident that
Benjamin has placed his trust in
the wrong people and his writ-

NEWYORKMOVIEFANS.COM

The rocket elk is this year’s “Tickle Me Elmo.”
ing in the wrong hands. Tabitha’s
friend Lonnie (Héctor Jiménez),
a filmmaker of dubious ability
and quality, offers to make “Yeast
Lords” into what becomes a decidedly Z-grade movie. Meanwhile,
Chevalier peruses Benjamin’s
manuscript in awe and decides
to plagiarize the story, tweaking
the details ever so slightly and
publishing it under the name
“The Chronicles of Brutus and
Balzaak.” The more Benjamin’s
work is bastardized, the more his
life seems to spin out of control.
Although the film’s main
character is arguably as socially
inept as Napoleon (Jon Heder)
in
“Napoleon
Dynamite,”
Benjamin is much more relat-

able. This is partially because
Benjamin is a typical Hess
character, but also because
Angarano’s performance is so
impressively authentic. Because
Benjamin is fairly reserved,
Angarano is often given the difficult task of conveying intense
emotion in silence. Through
subtle nuances, he beautifully
captures Benjamin’s conflict and
repression, bringing a poignancy
to the screen without which the
film would truly suffer.
Yet the true star of the film
is Clement, who is best known
for co-starring in the HBO series
“Flight of the Conchords.” Even
the most devout fans of the
show could not have predicted

Clement’s hilarious portrayal of
an unabashedly arrogant sci-fi
has-been. His accent affected and
his deadpan delicious, Clement
makes an incredible bumbling
villain. Whether explaining how
tacking the suffix “-anous” onto
a character’s name can vastly
improve a story, singing a fictional extraterrestrial ode to one of
his adoring fans or ignoring the
Bluetooth he never removes for
a handheld telephone, he is the
comedic beacon that guides the
viewers through the inconsistently amusing plotline.
Many of the film’s laugh-outloud moments depend on bodily
malfunctions, which are entertaining in turn, but soon grow tiresome.

Is it funny when a snake unleashes a stream of diarrhea all over
white-robed Dusty (Mike White),
Benjamin’s
church-appointed guardian angel? Definitely.
Does the audience laugh when
Benjamin’s mother is struck in the
chest with a dart dipped in human
feces and rat poison? Absolutely.
But when Benjamin is kissed
directly after throwing up and the
camera zooms in on the chunks
of vomit still clinging to his face,
the moment begets more “yucks!”
than yuks, and it becomes apparent that the filmmakers may have
pushed the envelope a bit too far.
The film nicely celebrates the
absurd culture of science fiction.
In “Napoleon” it is difficult to tell
whether the Hesses are saluting
or mocking their subject matter,
but it is evident in “Broncos” that
any jabs are all in the name of
good fun. Admittedly, Benjamin
and Chevalier’s works are crass,
including groan-inducing phenomena like laser-shooting
breasts and plumes of black,
yeasty breath. Yet it is difficult to
accuse “Broncos” of being nastily derogatory when the opening
credits feature a lovely montage
of genuine sci-fi book covers.
It helps that the genre’s most
sincere proponent, Benjamin,
is so likable and sympathetic. Because the film respects
Benjamin, it respects all of the
things he stands for, including
his love of the ludicrous.
Although “Gentlemen Broncos”
cannot rightfully claim a spot
amongst truly legendary films, it
is enjoyable and amusing nevertheless. More importantly, it
proves that the Hesses still have
the potential, if yet untapped, to
make a film that will rock the
cinematic world even more than
“Napoleon” did five years ago.

Explore volcanic activity around the world and around the solar system!

Ring of Fire: Volcanoes
Geology 192-04
A new introductory-level course taught by Prof. Molly McCanta

No prerequisites
E+ Block: M W
10:30 - 11:45 AM

Counts for the
Natural Science
distribution

and CVO

This new course will introduce you to volcanic processes:
causes and types of volcanic activity
volcanic features on landscapes
effects of volcanism on human society

.
.
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roll!
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The secret to the success of Hess’ indie films lies in his magically endowed indie-kid glasses. Rumor has it they can frame a shot on sight.

‘Napoleon Dynamite’ writer/director
dishes on newest comedy flick
BY

REBECCA SANTIAGO
Daily Staff Writer

Jared Hess, co-writer and director of
oddball comedies “Napoleon Dynamite”
(2004) and “Nacho Libre” (2006), crafts
movies of striking originality. His latest
film, “Gentlemen Broncos” (2009), is an offbeat story about plagiarism that includes
a sci-fi subplot, awkward romances and
even more awkward bodily malfunctions.
The Daily had a chance to sit down with
Hess to hear his thoughts about the film as
well as some hilarious behind-the-scene
secrets.
Question: So your first film, “Napoleon
Dynamite,” was a completely loveit-or-hate-it kind of movie. But at the
“Gentlemen Broncos” screening last night,

the audience was in stitches for a good
portion of the evening. What do you think
made this film so accessible compared to
“Napoleon?”
Jared Hess: I think a lot of it had to do
with the main character. With Napoleon,
a lot of people could not relate to him on
any level and just thought that he was this
obnoxious teenager. But with this film,
I think the main character is maybe the
most normal character ... and he’s surrounded by a lot of really strange personalities and people. I think people could
identify with him more and therefore it
allowed them to laugh at things a little bit
more.

just work out that way?
JH: Yeah, you know, we don’t really think
of it like who we’re going to be alienating.
When my wife and I are writing, we try
to create something that she and I have
always wanted to see before on-screen,
and you kind of cross your fingers and
hope that there are people out there like
you. And “Napoleon” shows that there
were, which is great. So “Broncos” was the
next installment.
Q: The film had a lot of gross-out body humor,
but I think that the one scene that made the
entire audience recoil was when the snake defecated all over Dusty’s (Mike White) shoulder
— what was that and how did you do that?

Q: Was that accessibility something you
considered during your filming, or did it

see HESS, page 8

GALLERY REVIEW

‘Absolution of the Wind’ sure to blow viewers away
BY

MEAGAN MAHER
Daily Staff Writer

Emily Corbató recently stopped playing
the piano professionally, swapping black
and white keys for black and white photos.

Absolution of the Wind
At the Rubin Frankel Gallery,
through Dec. 21
Boston University’s Hillel House
213 Bay State Rd.
617-353-7200
Plum Island, MA, the location of Corbató’s
studio, inspired her to take photographs
of nature that she feels communicate her
inner thoughts. She uses photography
as her voice and what she has to say in
“Absolution of the Wind” (1997-2009) is
definitely worth listening to.
“Absolution of the Wind” is a collection
of photographs made up of four separate series. The earliest is “ocean scapes,”
taken around 1997, then there’s her series
of cloud photographs taken in the early
2000s, titled “in the beginning,” while her
two new series, “absolution of the wind”
and “reflections,” focus on trees.
The four series are displayed in the
same room but are grouped separately.
Each series is prefaced by a short introduction by Corbató, explaining what the
photographs mean to her. The exhibit
is set up well and flows nicely despite
being a bit cramped. The photographs are
arranged in visually appealing ways and
the lighting, subtly highlighting the photographs, is just right.
A common theme of Corbató’s photographs is motion. This is most obvious in
her pictures of the ocean, which show rocks
along the coast surrounded in swirls of
blurred tide. In some photographs the water
is smooth in the foreground but the background reveals the explosive white foam of
tide breaking, mirroring the clouds above.

WWW.BU.EDU/HILLEL/GALLERY/CURRENT.HTML

Corbató’s photos explore the natural beauty of Plum Island, MA.
Motion is subtler in the other three
series: her cloud photographs show
huge clouds, sometimes alone, sometimes overpowering a row of houses and
making them seem insignificant. Their
shapes give the feeling that they are
constantly evolving. “Absolution of the
wind” is only pictures of trees, but the
lines of their gnarled branches cause the
eye to follow their path of growth. The
series of photographs of trees reflected
in water, “reflections,” shows movement
through the blurred reflections and the
ripples in the water.
The photographs are all very spiritual.

In her artist’s statement, Corbató says
that the cloud photographs “visualize the
synthesis of her soul,” and in the short
poem she wrote that is displayed next to
the ocean series she states, “I have come
to feel this place as home/ It is where I
dream.” She quotes a Philip Booth poem
in the explanation of her photographs of
trees — “I loaf within the absolution of
the wind.” It is clear that returning to take
photographs on Plum Island after 15 years
of playing piano has been a renewing
experience for Corbató.
see WIND, page 9

Nowadays, virtually all films are based on
a prior story — whether it’s a book, graphic
novel, Broadway show or an “amazingly
true” tale. Movie executives are desperate
for ideas and, in their search to find original
concepts, they have turned to the video
game industry.
From “Pong” to “Halo 3: ODST,” video
games have entertained generations of
overweight, acne-ridden and antisocial
teenagers who don’t change out of their
sweatpants for days at a time. Don’t get
us wrong, we are big video game players.
We’ve probably logged over 100 hours of
“Super Smash Bros.” this semester alone.
And in case you’re on the slow side, we
take our movies pretty seriously, too. So,
by the law of syllogism, we should love
movies based on video games — but no.
In fact, we’ve gotten pretty frustrated with
Hollywood’s inability to do justice to any
video game.
Video games get more cinematic as time
passes, but the quality of their film adaptations has remained woefully stagnant.
What’s to blame — poor writing, low budgets, horrible acting or simply bad concepts? Try all of the above.
All video game adaptations thus far have
been dependent on the source material,
which turns out to be a real issue when
the plot of the game is “get from point A to
B and kill some bad guys along the way.”
Look at recent adaptations like “Doom”
(2005) or “Street Fighter: The Legend of
Chun-Li” (2009). Then look at the source
material — the only character development in “Doom” occurs when your mute,
nameless character acquires new guns. The
plot to “Fighter” consists of punching and
kicking your opponents into submission
until you run out of quarters. Though loyal
gamers may protest, we think these films
should take some creative risks while also
capturing the games’ core essence.
It sounds painfully obvious, but it needs
to be said — a good adaptation should
stand on its own; it should be a good movie
in its own right. Screenwriters need to
approach video game adaptations as if they
were any other movie. “The Dark Knight”
(2008) worked not only as a comic book
film but also as a crime saga. It appealed to
the Comic-Con attendees as much as the
erudite cinephiles.
Indeed, the trajectory of video game
adaptations could very well parallel that
of comic books, which used to be the bane
of film reviewers. It was only once they put
franchises in capable hands, like those of
directors Christopher Nolan, (“The Dark
Knight”) and Bryan Singer (“X-Men,” 2000,
“X2,” 2003), that quality improved. Video
game adaptations will only get taken seriously when a good one gets made. The success of “X-Men” and “Spiderman” (2002) in
the early 2000s reignited Hollywood’s urge
to adapt, just as Joel Schumacher’s take on
“Batman & Robin” extinguished it in 1997.
We’d almost given up on these films
when we caught the trailer to the upcoming
“Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time” (due
2010). While this film won’t break the box
office or win Oscars, we’re sure that it will
boost the credibility of video game flicks.
Executives handed the franchise to the man
with the cinematic Midas touch, producer
Jerry Bruckheimer, and to the able director
Mike Newell, known for his work on the
fourth “Harry Potter” film (2005).
The trailer makes no allusions to the
Ubisoft game, but incorporates enough
game-specific details to appease fans. What
we’ve got on our hands is a middling action
film that looks like the lovechild of “Pirates
of the Caribbean” (2003) and “Lawrence
of Arabia” (1962). And we’re fine with that.
At this point, anything is better than what
we’ve got.
If “Persia” flops, we’ll cross our fingers
for Martin Scorsese’s “Grand Theft Auto
XVII: The Streets of Medford,” starring Leo
DiCaprio as the ski-masked antihero who
chases a group of girls walking back from
Davis Square.
Zach Drucker and Chris Poldoian are
sophomores who have not yet declared
majors. They can be reached at Zachary.
Drucker@tufts.edu and Christopher.
Poldoian@tufts.edu, respectively.
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What’s Up This Weekend
Want to make your weekend artsy?
Check out these events!
Bob Dylan at the Wang Theatre:
Folk legend Bob Dylan will play a
mix of his more recent material and
classic hits in what is sure to be a
great show. (Friday, Saturday and
Sunday at the Citi Performing Arts
Center at 7:30 p.m.)
Forever the Sickest Kids & The
Rocket Summer: Need a pop-

punk-emo fix? Look no further
than these two headliners, with
special guests Sing It Loud, My
Favorite Highway and Down with
Webster. (Sunday at the House of
Blues at 6:30 p.m.)
Laughs of Love: Comedic college troupes from all over Boston,
including Tufts’ own Cheap Sox
and the Institute, will be performing at Tufts. (Saturday in Sophia
Gordon Hall at 3 p.m., in the Crane

Room at 6 p.m. and in DewickMacphie at 10 p.m.)
Ghostface Killah at the Paradise:
This “wizard of poetry” makes an
appearance in Boston this weekend
after appearing at Tufts last fall for a
hip-hop show. Ghostface headlines
with Skyzoo. (Friday at 8 p.m.)
Mystery Café presents Hell of
a Kitchen: Toss in some intrigue,
sprinkle a little humor, add a dash

of murder and mix well. Try to
piece together the puzzle during
this murder mystery dinner. With
kitchen characters like Bobby Filet
and Marta Stewing, this theatrical
meal is sure to be savory. (Saturday
at 7:30 p.m. at Elephant & Castle
Restaurant)
ELEMENTS X: Can’t get enough
of MTV’s “America’s Best Dance
Crew”? Boston University’s Fusion
is hosting the tenth annual

ELEMENTS hip-hop dance competition, featuring dance groups
throughout Boston and the
East Coast. Some of the groups
include FR3SH 7 from ABDC’s
fourth season, and Tufts’ very
own BlackOut and SOC. Tickets
are $22.50 pre-sale and $28 at
the door. (Saturday at 5 p.m.
For more information visit www.
elementsdancecomp.com.)
— by Jess Bal

Jared Hess’ real life awkward moments inspire cinematic ones
HESS
continued from page 7
JH: That’s based off of something that
happened to me when I was a Boy Scout.
I was in Scout Camp one year, and my
buddy had gone into the woods and
caught a black rat snake. He was showing it off like, “Check it out, this thing is
sweet, it’s my new pet, so sweet!” And it
crapped all over his Scout shirt, and up to
that point I didn’t even know that snakes
pooped. I just thought that they kind
of absorbed it, regurgitated the bones
and fur. But a lot of people were like,
“Was that real? Did that happen, and you
weren’t expecting it?” But no, it was a little hose hooked up to an air compressor
that shot out beef stew and applesauce.
It was sick.
Q: I was excited to see Jemaine Clement in
this movie. A lot of critics are referring to
him as the breakout character of the film.
Do you think that’s valid?
JH: Yeah, well, he’s so funny. He plays such
a genuinely believable bad science fiction
author, you know? You just buy it. He’s
really funny. I love the cast as a whole,
but I definitely think his star is rising, that
Jemaine Clement.
Q: Oh, and who came up with Chevalier’s

( Jemaine Clement) trademark wristbowing gesture?
JH: You know, it’s funny, our gaffer was
telling us while we were shooting, “Yeah,
dude, there’s this really cool old ‘Star Trek’
episode where the people greet each other
doing that,” and I was like, “That’s a great
idea. We should have Chevalier do that.” So
it was our gaffer’s idea. It’s fun when those
little moments pop up on set.
Q: So you said [at the Q&A at the screening
last night] that a lot of Judith’s (Jennifer
Coolidge) character in the movie was
based on your own mother, and she asked
you to sell her popcorn balls just like Ben
(Michael Angarano) did in the film. Did
she make you a cool sweatshirt for the
occasion like his?
JH: No. Well, she made me some really long
shorts that were mid-calf. They weren’t very
well constructed because within seconds of
putting them on I’d have a ten-inch hole in
my crotch. It’s tough to wear that at recess.
It’s uncomfortable.
Q: Does it ever stress you out having to live
up to “Napoleon Dynamite?”
JH: I guess I never really thought about
it like that. I mean, I don’t think anybody

really has great expectations for their first
film; they mostly just hope it leads to other
things and opens doors for them. So when
it kind of became a monster all on its own,
it was so much fun. It was kind of a dream
come true for everybody involved. But
yeah, you just kind of need to continually
do the things that you’re passionate about,
and that inspires you, and not change who
you are for the money, you know what I
mean? If you stay true to your art and the
things that you’re interested in, I think
that’s the most important thing to retain as
you move forward.
Q: So how much of this film was you and
how much was Jerusha?
JH: By the time we’re done writing the
script, we never know who’s responsible
for what, because we write it together. We
get a laptop out and we take turns typing and coming up with ideas. It’s a very
organic experience.
Q: Which one of you came up with the
title for Benjamin’s story, “Yeast Lords: The
Bronco Years?”
JH: That we kind of came up with together,
although her grandmother — who’s like
90 — she’s a very holistic woman, has a big
garden and eats weird stuff. She’s a big fan

of brewer’s yeast and the vitamins in it help
your brain, and so she eats, like, yeast. It’s
sick. So I would have to give that one to her.
It’s all her.
Q: Was the character of Lonnie Donaho
(Héctor Jiménez) based on anybody you
knew?
JH: Yeah, he’s kind of a combination of a few
different people. But when I lived in Kansas
growing up there was this kid who made
a lot of soap opera-like thrillers. One day
he called me up and was like, “Hey Jared,
I’m shooting my next thriller this Saturday,
we would like you to be the lead actor. We
are in desperate need of a lead. Could you
please bring some pajamas? There will be
a bedroom scene.” I was like, “Uh, I don’t
know if I’m allowed.” I didn’t go.
Q: I think that was a wise call on your part.
JH: They were very tame. They were what
soap operas are. But still, very awkward.
Q: Right now, Jerusha’s working on a romantic comedy that she wrote herself, so what’s
next for you?
JH: I’ve got some stuff in the mix. Probably
too early to talk about, but yeah. Dude, I’d
better get to work.

Spring registration
stressing you out? Relax.
Summer is just around the corner.

TUFTS SUMMER SESSION 2010
First Session
May 26–July 2, 2010
Second Session
July 6–August 13, 2010
Twelve-Week Session
May 26–August 13, 2010

Over 250 day and evening courses to ﬁt
your work or internship schedule.
Registration starts March 1.

A COURSE FOR EVERYONE

AC;;3@ 
http://ase.tufts.edu/summer
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TOP TEN | THINGS THAT ARE OLDER THAN YOU THINK
“Sesame Street” recently celebrated its 40th anniversary and The
Daily Arts Department was stunned
to realize just how old Big Bird, Burt,
Ernie, Cookie Monster, Elmo and
the rest of the gang are. That got
us thinking: What other things have
been gathering dust without us realizing it?
10. Rivers Cuomo: Mr. Cuomo
(yes, “Mr.”) is almost 40 and
is far too old to wear tattered

sweaters or Buddy Holly glasses.
9. Us: We’re in our 20’s now. When
did that happen? Oh well, at least
most of us are old enough to drink.
8. The Matrix: It seems like just
yesterday that Neo had to decide
to take either the red pill or the
blue pill. It’s been 10 years, though,
and now he’s probably deciding
between Viagra and joint-pain
relievers.

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE TUFTS DAILY
Dear Gossip Girl,
We were promised a threesome. You didn’t deliver. We
want our money back.
Dan, Vanessa and Olivia smooched, and that was it.
That’s not a threesome, that’s second grade!
Before Monday night’s episode aired, parent watchdog groups were up in arms over the fact that you were
going to be promoting free love and premarital sex,
but a kiss doesn’t even count. What a cop-out. No one
would’ve known about this pants party if it wasn’t
announced beforehand. It was a publicity stunt — just
admit it.
Your lack of a threeway disturbs us. What if all
TV shows made promises and then just didn’t follow
through? What if “30 Rock” promised to be funny one
week and wasn’t? Or if “American Idol” had no singing
on an episode? Or if “House Hunters” featured a couple
shopping for boats? If you say you’re going to have
young people making mistakes, you have an obligation
to make that happen.
What a tease, “Gossip Girl.” What a tease. And another thing: Who is the Gossip Girl?!
Choose your genre and stick to it. Either be a tease of
a teen drama, or a prep-school procedural. You can’t be
both. Granted, we don’t actually watch Gossip Girl, but
we’ve seen an episode and we feel that you’re too confused. It’s a problem, and this talk has been a long time
coming.
In conclusion: ménage á trois? More like ménage
á-hah!
Sincerely,
The Daily Arts Department

by now. “Itsa me, gettin’ social
security!”

bust a hip than bust a tight
move. Ouch.

6. The Olsen Twins: Didn’t you
guys stop making movies in the early
‘90s? No one seems to remember.

4. The Internet: Al Gore claims to
have invented it, and that’s all you
need to know. He’s old, and by association, it’s old. Thankfully, there’s
nothing “inconvenient” about it.

2. The Simpsons: TV’s favorite yellow family has now entered its 20th
year -- and the kids are apparently
still in elementary school. So much
for “No Child Left Behind.”

5. Mario Brothers: While Mario
and Luigi may not have a last
name or definable ages, these
dudes have got to be like 60

3. Tony Hawk: Anthony Frank
“Birdman” Hawk did skateboarding’s first 900 degree
spin. Now he’s more apt to

1. Harry Potter: He has kids now.

7. Brown and Brew Muffins: It
seems like they’d be made fresh
each day, but that’s just what Dining
Services wants you to think!

— compiled by the Daily Arts
Department

Many women find it difficult to get film funding
WEEKENDER
continued from page 5
men who like to make these
movies and are good at it, so I
don’t think it matters.”
Because of the huge discrepancy between films for women
by men and those for women
by women, many women in the
entertainment business have
banded together to try to change
the old ways and break in.
Organizations like Women in
Film and Women Make Movies
provide an opportunity for women

to raise money and screen their
films outside of the traditional
business. An arts activist group
called Guerilla Girls created billboards and advertisements a few
years ago that aggressively put the
gender differences in Hollywood
front and center.
Though funding their films
remains a challenge, women
might find opportunities through
new, more readily available technology — as films can be made on
a handheld camcorder and turned
into massive Hollywood projects

overnight. Kouguell claimed that
this change was the most significant since she got involved the
business, and probably the one
that would help women get their
work out there more prevalently
than before.
“What’s really changed things
since I started is that it’s not as
expensive to make a film anymore. You can do it on a digital
camera. There are so many ways
to make an inexpensive film, and
then you can post it on YouTube,”
Kouguell said.

Corbató’s photographs infused with spirituality
WIND
continued from page 7

While the series titled “absolution of the wind” is merely average,
the other three are fantastic. Unlike
the bland, gray pictures of trees,
the other series are full of contrast.
The pictures of trees reflected off
water are the most dramatic in
this respect, as their range of tones
tends to be mostly black and white
with very little gray in between.
While in a usual photograph this
would remove the feeling of ambiguity, these photographs still have

that element because the shapes
of the trees are blurred by the texture of the water.
The series titled “in the beginning” contains photographs of
clouds, which Corbató took while
“the sky surrounded and enveloped [her] with its passion, fervor
and glory.” Her photographs are
effective because they zoom in on
the clouds, making them look like
beautiful explosions of white.
The idea behind Corbató’s photographs is that nature can be spiritually healing, and if her goal is to share

this with the public, she has accomplished it. Not only are her subjects
interesting to look at, her photographs are generally well composed.
Looking at nature through the eyes
of Corbató could lead anyone to feel
spiritually moved.
“Absolution of the wind” will
be at the Rubin-Frankel Gallery,
located on the second floor
of Boston University’s Hillel
House, until Dec. 21. Hours
are available at http://www.
bu.edu/hillel/gallery/current.
html. Admission is free.

SENIOR PORTRAITS
They only happen once in a lifetime

Capture your moment NOW!
YOU HAVE ANOTHER CHANCE

Class of 2010
Portraits will be taken for the
Tufts Jumbo Yearbook beginning
November 17
Schedule your Senior Portrait NOW!
Visit www.ouryear.com
code 267
There is no charge for your portrait appointment & there is
no charge for your portrait to appear in the yearbook.
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EDITORIAL | LETTERS

The media’s job is to serve as a vigilant
watchdog for its community by covering
stories overlooked by the public. But reporters face everyday challenges to adhere to a
professional journalistic code of ethics while
also competing against rival news outlets to
be the first to break a story. So what happens
if a journalist or a media group defies the
accepted ethical standards that promote
accuracy, objectivity and fairness?
Because the press is so influential, it
is expected that someone serve as the
media’s own watchdog. That is the role
of the ombudsman, also known as the
Public Editor. An ombudsman’s job is to
supervise the execution of proper journalism ethics, to identify and examine critical
errors or omissions and to act as a liaison
to the public.
Last spring semester, the Media Advocacy
Board (MAB) at Tufts University announced
Tufts’ Public Editor Program, one of the first
at an undergraduate university in the country. Such a position is vital on a campus with
over 20 different media organizations.
However, a problem occurred this week.
At the national level, the ombudsman is
typically a paid position. Tufts’ Public Editor
last year, Jeremy White (LA ’09), received a
$250 semesterly stipend to fulfill his duties
and this year’s Public Editor was promised
similar compensation. Unfortunately, the
MAB inadvertently made an error that left
the Public Editor’s salary out of its $2,500

budget for the current academic year. As
a result, Duncan Pickard, this semester’s
Public Editor, will not receive any payment
for his work.
When MAB Chair Scott Silverman, upon
realizing that the Public Editor’s salary had
not been budgeted for, submitted a request
to the Tufts Community Union (TCU)
Senate for buffer funding, the motion was
denied for one specific reason: The TCU
Senate disagrees with the reasoning behind
paying the Public Editor.
The Senate believes that since no other
student writers get paid to submit to
campus publications, neither should
the Public Editor. But this comparison is
faulty: The role of a writer for a campus
publication is wholly incomparable to
that of the Public Editor.
The Public Editor has the professional
responsibility to keep an eye on every publication, paying attention to articles published and opinions printed and making
sure that all media organizations remain
true to journalistic integrity. If there is a
slip-up, the Public Editor has the obligation
of reviewing, analyzing and scrutinizing it.
The job is not about simply editorializing
on student life and campus happenings; it’s
about holding media groups accountable
and fostering discussion when an organization falters.
That responsibility alone should have
been enough reason for the Senate to have

buffered the $250 to MAB in order to compensate the Public Editor for his work —
which is much more substantial than that
of any other student writer. The fact that the
Senate made this decision with no regard
for precedent is only more disconcerting,
as the same body voted to fund the position
only one semester ago and the MAB’s Web
site still advertises the Public Editor position
as paid.
TCU Treasurer Aaron Bartel stated that
the some senators voted for that funding
“more to get [the position] off the ground
than for it to be a permanent stipend.”
But the Senate should recognize that the
position is an onerous one that deserves a
modest $250 stipend. Many students may
very well be willing to serve as the Public
Editor for free, but by offering pay, the MAB
would solicit applications from the most
adept candidates. As Pickard noted, seniors
would likely be the most qualified to fill
such a position, but without a salary, they
would have very little incentive to burden
themselves with such a time-consuming
extracurricular activity.
The Daily believes the Senate should
have recognized these aspects of the Public
Editorship before making its final judgment
on the matter. In the end, it seems that the
Senate — which boasts a budget of $1 million — made a captious and hypercritical
decision in choosing not to allocate $250 to
fund an important community position.

other federal holiday during the school
year. Pragmatism, if so applied in this
instance, just undermines the significance behind the day further.
Next time you’re nearby, take a close
look at those stone steps on campus,
the Memorial Steps, where many a class
picture is taken for the Fletcher School
and, I would imagine, other schools at
Tufts too. Going up the stairs, you’ll see
inscriptions to veterans dating back to
the Civil War. Or walk down Packard
Avenue or Powderhouse Boulevard and
see the adjacent street signs dedicated
to young people who served in the military, presumably killed in action. You’ll
see the same thing driving around the
Boston area — parks and streets dedicated to veterans of U.S. wars. People
have a wide range of opinions on the
U.S. military, but regardless, the fact of
the matter is that the honoring of veterans is a mainstay of our university,
the wider community and this country
in general.

Choosing to not fully recognize
Veterans Day rather than holding
classes on the day before Thanksgiving
(when many will skip classes anyway),
let alone a day like Columbus Day with
its dubious nature (www.history.com/
content/columbusday/controversy),
is mind boggling. And as someone
who is a veteran, I do find it inherently disrespectful — not to me, but
to the memories of all the men and
women who sacrificed far more than
I ever did for this country in a community like ours that seeks to honor
them with all the visible signs you see
around us.
I hope a hell of a lot more thought is
put into a decision like this in the future.

ERIN MARSHALL
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,
In response to, “Classes to be held on
Veterans Day, but university staff will
have off,” I have one question.
What would people say if a similar
choice had to be made in the spring
and classes were held on Martin Luther
King, Jr., Day? I bet many of us would
have found it disrespectful to the memory of Dr. King and the Civil Rights
Movement if a choice had to be made
and it was decided to suspend classes
on Presidents’ Day or the day before
spring break instead.
Not having classes is certainly a
minor aspect of any holiday and the
spirit behind it. Nevertheless, federal
holidays are a way of marking the
significance that stands behind those
days and providing a specific opportunity to take the time to do so, regardless of what some or most people
choose to do with the day. Moreover,
classes will be suspended for every

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

Regretfully disappointed in Tufts,
Eric Sullivan
Master of International
Candidate, 2010
The Fletcher School

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 350-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

Business

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.
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Engineering psychology and the Rape Steps
BY JAYA

BIRCH-DESAI

Since I entered Tufts University two
years ago, the Rape Steps behind Wren
Hall have continuously puzzled me.
Admissions officers say that the steps
were designed for women, and the theory goes that a woman should be able to
climb the steps faster than a male attacker. Even as a female, I don’t understand
how these awkwardly long yet short steps
are supposed to rescue me from impending doom. I guess that feminine stride
ain’t no stride-o-mine.
This struggle is common; tools that are
supposedly built to aid humans actually
make them feel incompetent and dumb.
Examples include indiscernible computer
interfaces, door handles, telephones and
car radios to name a few. But for all you
awkward stair-climbers and door-users,
fear not, for it is World Usability Day and
thou shall not feel stupid anymore.
Usability refers to the ease with which
people make any tool or gadget carry out
its primary function, from completing a
task like navigating a Web site to using an
ATM. It refers to how easy it is to set your
alarm clock or change the radio station in
your car. A user’s experience with a tool
should not be arbitrary or neglected since
all tools are ultimately made to benefit
humans. Engineering psychologists use
their insights from human psychology to
design user-friendly tools. Also referred to
as human factors specialists, engineering
psychologists consider a human’s interaction with a tool — the human factor in
task accomplishment.
The whole subject may seem very
technical and vague, but its applications are everywhere (except for the
Rape Steps) as the subject integrates
virtually all disciplines. A prime example is Google.com, which is renowned
for its uncluttered homepage, organized query results and overall clarity.
The company’s Web site design is no
accident; Google spent a great amount
of time considering what people want
in a search engine and how its site
could complement the innate senses
and perceptions of its human users.
One such topic that is pertinent to
engineering psychology is health care
and medical devices. IDEO, a design
consulting firm, recently designed a
self-administered vaccine patch. The
patch can be applied to the arm and will
administer a vaccination without the
use of needles. The patch can be mailed
anywhere in the world and therefore has
the potential to save thousands from
disease, especially those in areas with
limited medical access. This product
exemplifies human factors because it

CHARLES VLAHAKIS

Wednesday, Nov. 11 was Veterans
Day, a day to honor our soldiers both
past and present that have sacrificed so much in order to protect
the rights that we have as Americans.
Veterans Day grew out of Armistice
Day, which President Woodrow Wilson
proclaimed America would celebrate
on Nov. 11, 1919. This date was the
one-year anniversary of the official
end to the hostilities of World War
I. With time, people began to argue
that not just World War I veterans,
but all veterans of all American wars
and conflicts should be honored. In
1954 Congress passed a bill making
Armistice Day into Veterans Day. It has
been a national holiday ever since, and
with the exception of the period from
1971 to 1978 when it was observed on
the fourth Monday of October, it has
been observed on Nov. 11 or the weekday that falls closest to it.
This year, the Tufts University administration decided it would not shut the
entire school down in honor of Veterans
Day, but that classes would run as usual.
Even with this mandate, many of the
school’s administrative offices had the
day off. Students, professors and other
teachers were still in class as if it were

Romero
remembered

T

KRISTEN COLLINS/TUFTS DAILY

considers human need and is designed
to accommodate the situational constraints that these vaccine users have.
Engineering psychologists consider
not only common user issues, but also
usability issues for those with disabilities.
One such example of this is the Eyegaze
Edge designed by LC Technologies, Inc.
The Eyegaze Edge is a computer that
tracks deliberate patterns of blinking and
eye movements and translates them into
typed language. The computer can also
turn simple electronic devices like televisions and lights on or off by coding the
user’s eye movements. This innovative
and thoughtful design allows people who
are paralyzed to communicate with others and complete simple, everyday tasks.
This product and many other assistive
technologies, along with user-centered
design, can change the lives of people
with handicaps.
Another elemental example of helpful
design is the Reach toothbrush, which was
invented right here on Tufts campus by a
human factors professor. The toothbrush
was innovative for its flexible head and brush
and, when it was first created, it was the one
of the best toothbrushes on the market.
Who knew that such inventions originated
right here in Medford/Somerville?

Tufts was the first school in the
country to have an Engineering
Psychology program; the degree can be
completed either through the School
of Engineering or the School of Arts
and Sciences. Students study research
methods, psychological considerations, problem solving methods and
design practices. The Human Factors
and Ergonomics Society is a pre-professional society that addresses topics
in usability and takes trips to design
labs and consultancies. Graduates
have found jobs in multiple fields,
from computer programming to product design and marketing.
The implications of engineering psychology are huge. Instances of user frustration abound, and there could be many
improvements made to common tools
and products. Engineering psychology
and thoughtful design are very relevant
to this new age of efficiency, conservation
and long-term planning. Furthermore, if
you are a woman — or a man with a feminine glide — don’t worry, it’s not you, it’s
the Rape Steps.
Jaya Birch-Desai is a junior majoring in
engineering psychology.

Veterans Day at Tufts
BY

JACOB KREIMER | THE SALVADOR

any other day. This seems unfair to the
student body, the professors and other
people such as those who work in the
dining halls who did not have the day off
— and who would no doubt have liked a
vacation. More importantly, not observing Veterans Day further alienated the
military from the Tufts campus.
There are over 24 million veterans
in this nation, and yesterday was their
day. Of course, there are those who will
counter this statement by saying that
given the day off, very few people actually think about veterans. Instead they
sleep in all morning and then goof off
all afternoon. This is in its own way a
celebration of the day. American veterans gave us the opportunity to celebrate
this day in this way. They preserved our
freedoms and our society. A day where
they are remembered, even if it is just
in saying, “I have today off because it
is Veterans Day,” still raises awareness
of their sacrifices. It reminds everybody
that there are people who fought and
many who died for this nation.
More specific to Tufts is the fact that
it especially owes the U.S. military extra
appreciation. It was the military that
allowed Tufts to stay afloat during World
War II. In 1939, the Trustees of Tufts
College signed a contract with the U.S.
government to use Tufts’ resources for

the training of pilots. Hundreds of pilots
received parts of their training at Tufts
during the war. In addition, the Navy’s
V-12 officer training program had a
very large presence on campus and was
housed in Cousens Gym. It was due to
these programs and others of the U.S.
military that our college was able to keep
itself afloat. Were it not for the training
of military personnel on the campus, it
is very possible that Tufts would have
ceased to exist as it would not have been
financially able to function without this
U.S. government backing. To this day
a memorial honoring the V-12 officer
program and how it effectively saved the
university can be found near Ballou Hall
overlooking the President’s Lawn.
The importance of veterans and the
military should never be forgotten, and
the university’s decision to only halfheartedly observe the holiday is shameful.
One only needs to look at the Memorial
Steps to see the many conflicts in which
Tufts students and graduates fought and
died. It is a disservice to them, as it is a
disservice to all soldiers, who in the past
and to this day put their lives on the line
in the name of their country.
Charles Vlahakis is a senior majoring
in history.

he last few days have been a mixed
bag for the people of El Salvador.
When air temperatures and pressures
from Hurricane Ida swung into the
Gulf of Mexico, El Salvador seemed to have
gotten off more or less unharmed — perhaps
a benefit of being the only Central American
country without an Atlantic shoreline. But
three days later, before residents could
breathe a sigh of relief, a nameless tropical
storm from the Pacific drenched the country, causing massive flooding and landslides
and over 120 casualties.
Yet this disastrous news seems to have
overshadowed another extraordinary
event this week: The Spanish newspaper
El País reported on Saturday that leftist President Mauricio Funes publically
acknowledged the government’s responsibility in the assassination of activist for the
poor Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero in
1980. Now would be a good time to stop
stalking Halloween pictures on Facebook.
com and head on over to your slightly
more academic online vice, Wikipedia.
com. If you don’t know who Romero was,
take two seconds to look him up.
The news reported by El País has been
shocking for a few reasons. An admission
of responsibility for the action that many
attribute as the seedling for the more-thana-decade-long civil war in El Salvador would
seem to be the first effort by the government
to recognize its roll in a brutal history. Funes’
government represents the first time since
the war that a liberal party, the Farabundo
Marti Liberation Front (FMLN), has been
in power since the war’s end in 1992. Prior
to last year’s election, the rightwing party
Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) had
been in power for decades, including a harsh
reign during the war itself. An admission
of guilt by ARENA would seem impossible;
indeed, they have a history of refusing association with some of the country’s most egregious human rights violations, passing the
blame onto independent agents or the army.
Yet in Central America, it is understood
that few political actions are taken without
the planning of autores intelectuales, or intellectual authors of political might who instruct
lower-level operatives to actually commit
crimes. After the war, ARENA managed to
slip out from the hand of justice when the
Peace Accords brokered (read: handed down)
by the ARENA government and guerilla fighters in 1992 included an Amnesty Law, which
released fighters on both sides from being
prosecuted for their actions, essentially allowing ARENA’s atrocities to be simply brushed
over in history. The Salvadoran people have
still not had closure from their government
for the atrocities it committed against them
in the 12-year period of the war; I witnessed
this firsthand while visiting over the summer.
This is not to say that guerilla fighters were
not guilty of crimes as well, but I think most
will agree with my assessment that government-sanctioned crackdowns on their own
people are particularly brutal. The extent of
U.S. funding and “advising” of this regime is
perhaps best saved for another week.
The magnitude of Funes’ statement goes
beyond partisan lines to progress in healing a nation. Something of such magnitude
then, might be expected to be found somewhere besides the back pages of El País and
gain international attention. Yet despite any
number of Google News and New York Times
searches, it seems that few have picked up
on this huge step for the voice of the people
in Central America’s most population-dense
republic. For once, it seems, the government
is speaking for the people, but the international world is not listening. Part of me wants
to make excuses for the international press;
perhaps their reports on the issue were put
on hold in order to cover the storm’s damage.
It isn’t every day that governments try to right
past wrongs, particularly in Central America.
Maybe it’s time to give some credit to those
who do.

Jacob Kreimer is a junior majoring in
International Relations. He can be reached
at Jacob.Kreimer@tufts.edu.

OP-ED POLICY The Op-Ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to appear in The Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later
than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The
opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.
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Level: Doing Sudoku in a 10-person, discussion-based class
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Dana: “She was in Africa feeding random orphans
with her magnificent chi-chis.”
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Housing
Three to Six Bedrooms
Available!
Available for next year`s school
year, June 2010-May 2011. Shop
now and get what you want. Very
convenient to school. Call for
appointment now: (617) 448-6233

Housing
5 Bedroom Apt. Available Jun
1, 2010
Spacious 1st floor 5 bedroom with
large closets, 2 full bathrooms
and finished basement. Excellent
condition, off Capen St., 7 min
walk to campus. Large front porch,
living room, modern kitchen, new
windows, dishwasher, refrigerator,
hardwood floors, tiled baths and
kitchen, nice large deck and backyard, 1 driveway spot. Free washer
dryer. Gas heat with new furnace.
$2800/mo plus utilities. Call Carole
at (781) 608-0251 or email at carole.lubin@tufts.edu

Jumbos not overlooking first-round
NCAA opponent
VOLLEYBALL
continued from page 16

season tallied 34 kills against only one
error. However, in Maine Maritime’s
three games this season versus NESCAC
opposition, the team has struggled
mightily, going 0-3 and winning only
one set, which came back in September
against Colby.
As a point of comparison, both the
Jumbos and the Lady Mariners faced
Bowdoin College this season. While
the Lady Mariners were sent home
in convincing three-set fashion, the
Jumbos defeated the Polar Bears in
straight sets, barely breaking a sweat.
But although the Jumbos may be big
favorites in this match, the team refuses to look past any NCAA opponent.
“We plan on taking them very seriously,” said junior outside hitter Caitlin
Updike, who this year was honored
with an All-NESCAC first team selection. “We as a team need to be able to
make adjustments and be on our toes
throughout the match, changing our
strategy if we need to.”
Updike was one of two Tufts players
— along with NESCAC-leading setter
Feiger — on the All-Conference First
Team in a year when postseason honors were spread out among many of the
Jumbos. Feiger was named NESCAC

Housing
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SPORTS
-

-

-

Across from Professors Row!
(2) 6 bedroom, 2 bathroom Apts.
w/ living room, hardwood floors
throughout, ceramic tile eat-inkitchen, dishwasher, refridgerator, washer/dryer, front and rear
porches, 4 car off street parking for
each apt. $4650/mo incl. heat and
hot water. Avail 9/1/10. Call (781)
249-1677
CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $10 per week with Tufts ID or $20 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Feiger, Jumbos take home volleyball NESCAC
honors
The NESCAC bestowed all-conference
honors on five members of the volleyball
team yesterday, with two of the four top
awards going to the Jumbos.
Most notable of these honorees is senior
co-captain Dena Feiger, who is the first Tufts
volleyball player ever to earn the NESCAC’s
Player of the Year award. For the second
straight year, Feiger, the Jumbos’ starting setter, led the NESCAC in assists with 11.06 per
game. She was an integral part of the potent
Jumbo offense, which was the best in the
league with 1,489 kills.
Meanwhile, Cora Thompson walked away
with NESCAC’s Coach of the Year honor, as
voted by her peers, for the second straight
year. Thompson has led her team to a 28-4
record, a first-place finish in the NESCAC

regular season standings, the right to host the
NESCAC tournament and a No. 1 seed in the
NCAA Div. III volleyball regional this week.
Senior co-captain Brogie Helgeson, junior
Dawson Joyce-Mendive and junior Caitlin
Updike, a triumvirate of power in the middle
of the court, also received league honors
of their own from the NESCAC. Updike
joins Feiger on the first team for the second
straight year after leading Tufts in service aces
and tying for the team lead in kills.
Joyce-Mendive, who was tied in kills with
Updike, earned a second consecutive second
team honor and was joined by Helgeson,
who has been an all-around contributor in
her senior season.
— by Philip M. Dear
SCOTT TINGLEY/TUFTS DAILY

Player of the Year this week, becoming the first Jumbo ever to receive
the honor. Senior co-captain Brogie
Helgeson and junior outside hitter
Dawson Joyce-Mendive both made
second team All-NESCAC, while coach
Cora Thomson received her second
consecutive Coach of the Year honor.
And even though this weekend’s
games are undoubtedly crucial for Tufts
volleyball, the team is doing its best
to stay level-headed. While it would
be understandable if the team was
looking forward to avenging last year’s
defeat against the Wellesley Blue — and
perhaps even further down the road to

avenging last week’s heartbreaking loss
to Williams — the Jumbos are attempting to stay in the moment, focusing on
the small details that make up a potential championship run.
“We don’t really focus on becoming
an elite program,” Thomson said. “We
focus on the process of running a competitive program, and if it becomes
elite, then that is a tribute to the work
we have put in behind the scenes … We
know that if we focus on the process
and the little things, the big things will
take care of themselves.”
For captains Feiger and Helgeson,
this is their final opportunity to win the

Junior Dawson Joyce-Mendive and the
Jumbos will be looking to make it out of
regional bracket of the NCAAs this weekend.
New England regional, but their focus is
less on results than on simply enjoying
the process and cherishing their final
games of collegiate volleyball.
“The feeling is really more excitement
than urgency,” Feiger said. “It has been
a great four years, and we’re excited to
play high-level volleyball and to go as
far as we can in the tournament. We’re
going into this tournament to have fun.
We always have fun when we play, and
that’s really our biggest goal.”

Tufts Programs
Abroad
Upcoming InformationAL
Pizza Parties

Tufts in China:
Thursday, 11/12 at 6:00 pm
Dowling Hall 745B

Tufts in London:
Monday, 11/16 at 6:00 pm
Dowling Hall 745B

Tufts in Oxford:
Tuesday, 11/17 at 6:00 pm
Dowling Hall 745B
ǡ
 ̷Ǥ 
ǡͳǤ
̈́͵ͲǤ

Come learn more about our
programs!
http://uss.tufts.edu/studyabroad
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FIELD HOCKEY AWARDS

Jumbos rack up plethora
of NESCAC awards
BY

ALEX LACH

Daily Editorial Board

After a season of firsts, the field hockey
team can add another to its list: NESCAC
Player of the Year.
Junior forward Tamara Brown was named
Tufts’ first-ever NESCAC Player of the Year
when the conference’s end-of-the-year
awards were announced yesterday. Joining
Brown on the conference’s first team were
senior co-captain defender Margi Scholtes
and sophomore defender Taylor Dyer, while
junior midfielders Amanda Roberts and Jess
Perkins received spots on the All-NESCAC
second team.
The accolades were not limited to the
playing field, as for the second straight year
Tina McDavitt was named the conference’s
top coach.
“As nice as it is to be recognized individually, it’s really a testament to how good the
team as a whole has been,” said Roberts,
whose second-team All-NESCAC honor is
her second in a row.
Brown, who broke Tufts’ career records
for points and goals this season, led the
league with 21 goals, 10 assists and 52 points.
In back-to-back games against league rivals
Conn. College and Colby in October, she
combined for six goals and 14 points.
“She is the perfect example of someone
who has bounced back from something
devastating,” said Roberts, referring to the
ACL injury Brown suffered during her freshman year. “For me, it’s been so special to see

her grow as a player. I’ve been there since she
was injured and I’ve seen her grow and reach
her full potential and bloom. I can’t think of
anyone as deserving.”
Perhaps just as impressive for the Jumbos,
a team that led the conference in virtually every offensive category this season,
was the presence of four defenders on the
All-NESCAC squads. Dyer and Scholtes have
helped anchor a defense that has allowed
nine goals in 17 games this season. Roberts
is the arguably the team’s best stick handler
and imperative to the team’s transitional
game, while Perkins notched four goals during the year, including two in Tufts’ NESCAC
championship win over Trinity.
“I think it shows that our program is so
strong that the NESCAC is forced to recognize everyone on the field and not just the
people that can provide offensive stats for
the team,” Roberts said. “It’s wonderful that
all the unsung heroes on defense are finally
being recognized for all their hard work.”
In her sixth season as the helm of the
program, McDavitt led a squad that had the
league’s best offense and defense. Since her
arrival, the Jumbos have quickly become a
national presence on the field hockey scene.
“I think it’s really telling that since Tina
has been here, [the team] has made it to the
national championship in just five years,”
Roberts said. “From her first year here until
now, this program has gone further than anyone thought it could and she has put new life
into Tufts field hockey. If it wasn’t for her, we
wouldn’t be the players that we are today.”

JAMES CHOCA/TUFTS DAILY

Senior co-captain Margi Scholtes and the Jumbos are looking to add the NCAA title to the
NESCAC crown that they already captured this year.

Pair of wins will send Tufts to Final Four
FIELD HOCKEY
continued from page 16

JAMES CHOCA/TUFTS DAILY

Junior forward Tamara Brown was named the NESCAC Player of the Year yesterday, part
of an awards haul that honored six total members of the Tufts squad.

NESCAC teams made the tournament,”
Perkins said. “I think we just have to
work on simplifying everything to one
play at a time, one game at a time, playing to our potential. We’re confident if
we do that, we will be successful. It’s all
in our control.”
That really is all the Jumbos will have
control over from this point forward:
their game and their health. With so
many possible outcomes, there is no
preparing for specific opponents.
“This week’s focus is basically on
recovery and strategy with light practices,” senior defender Emma Kozumbo
said. “We had a mock-tournament
weekend to practice how it feels to play
the day after a game and I think that
really has helped us gauge how to play
two games in a row.
“It’s all mental at this point,” she
continued. “We’re focusing on going
into the tournament taking one game
at a time, but with the goal of completing four games at our physical
and mental best. It’s a dual mentality
between having short-term goals with
larger aspirations.”

At the very least, the Jumbos will have
the benefit of home-field advantage.
“We’re really excited to be home
on our turf with our fans all supporting us in our home uniform,” Perkins
said. “In the past, we’ve had to travel to Pennsylvania and Maryland for
[NCAA] games, so it’s a proud moment
to be able to host for the second year
in a row.”
“I definitely think that this year,
since we got so far last year, our fan
base has grown and it’s really nice to
have a student body that knows and
supports what you’re doing,” Kozumbo
added. “We put in so much time and
effort; it’s just great to have so many
people believe in us.”
And with support from a friendly
crowd, the Jumbos seem determined
to repeat last year’s run, when they
appeared on Div. III field hockey’s biggest stage: the championship game.
“I want teams to walk off the field
and know how bad we wanted it,”
Perkins said. “This season is an accumulation of years of building the program and this past off-season it really
showed with everyone giving so much
more than was ever expected before.”

Editors' Challenge | Week 10
He’s hotter than the Flaming Moe, sweeter than a Kiwk-E-Mart squishee and is a better picker
than Ralph Wiggum. He’s Evan “Malibu Stacy” Cooper, and after a 9-4 week, nailing the DallasPhiladelphia game, he currently sits in first place more comfortably than Homer in his toilet-chair,
three games ahead of the nearest competitor. Cooper is also the first editor to crack the 90-win
mark, though a few editors are not far behind.
Steve “Professor Frink” Smith and Phil “Groundskeeper Willie” Dear are closer to Cooper than
Sideshow Bob is to killing Bart. Dear, who went 8-5 last week, and Smith, who fell faster than
Barney Gumble on the sidewalk, are both tied at 88-41.
Ethan “Hank Scorpio” Landy’s 8-5 week and meteoric rise to fourth place has him singing the
entire score from the HMS Pinafore and whistling “Mr. Plow” throughout the night. But tied with
Landy is Sapna “Manjula Nahassapeemapetilon” Bansil, both of whom are at 87-44 overall.
It seems that, like Lenny Leonard and Carl Carlson, everything comes in pairs, and such is the case
OVERALL RECORD
LAST WEEK

Evan
91-38
9-4

Chicago at San Francisco
New Orleans at St. Louis
Tampa Bay at Miami
Detroit at Minnesota
Jacksonville at NY Jets
Buffalo at Tennessee
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh
Denver at Washington
Atlanta at Carolina
Kansas City at Oakland
Seattle at Arizona
Dallas at Green Bay
Philadelphia at San Diego
New England at Indianapolis
Baltimore at Cleveland

Chicago
New Orleans
Miami
Minnesota
NY Jets
Buffalo
Pittsburgh
Denver
Atlanta
Oakland
Arizona
Green Bay
San Diego
Indianapolis
Baltimore

Steve
88-41
7-6

Phil
88-41
8-5

San Francisco San Francisco
New Orleans New Orleans
Miami
Miami
Minnesota
Minnesota
NY Jets
NY Jets
Tennessee
Tennessee
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Denver
Denver
Atlanta
Atlanta
Kansas City
Kansas City
Arizona
Arizona
Green Bay
Dallas
San Diego
San Diego
Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Baltimore
Baltimore

with the Eds’ Challenge. Next up in the list of two’s is Alex “Bumblebee Man” Prewitt and Dave
“Duffman” Heck. Heck, who nailed the Cincinnati upset, fell flatter than Homer in Springfield Gorge
after picking Denver over Pittsburgh, earning him a chorus of “boo-urns.”
Down in eighth place is Jeremy “Kang and Kodos” Greenhouse who, after going 8-5, has moved
to just one game back of Heck and Prewitt. Mike “Shelbyville Manhattan” Spera, though going a
respectable 8-5 last week, sits at 78-51, simultaneously becoming the only editor not to reach 80
wins and the first to get 50 losses. Spera’s poor picking act is getting more stale than a Lard Lad
Donut, and right about now the only person who could save him is Jeebus. But, despite rumors, he
will not be moving his picking ability to a newspaper in Albuquerque.
Guest-picking this week will be none other than Tufts’ esteemed President, Lawrence
“Superintendant Chalmers” Bacow, looking to show up the editorial staff and make his guest
appearance more memorable than any Troy McClure movie.

Ethan
87-44
8-5

Sapna
87-44
7-6

Alex
86-43
7-6

Dave
86-43
7-6

San Francisco
New Orleans
Miami
Minnesota
Jacksonville
Tennessee
Pittsburgh
Denver
Atlanta
Kansas City
Arizona
Dallas
Philadelphia
New England
Baltimore

San Francisco
New Orleans
Miami
Minnesota
NY Jets
Tennessee
Pittsburgh
Denver
Atlanta
Oakland
Arizona
Dallas
San Diego
Indianapolis
Baltimore

Chicago
New Orleans
Miami
Minnesota
NY Jets
Tennessee
Pittsburgh
Denver
Carolina
Oakland
Arizona
Green Bay
San Diego
Indianapolis
Baltimore

Chicago
New Orleans
Miami
Minnesota
NY Jets
Tennessee
Pittsburgh
Denver
Carolina
Kansas City
Arizona
Green Bay
San Diego
Indianapolis
Baltimore

Jeremy
85-44
8-5

Mike
78-51
8-5

San Francisco San Francisco
New Orleans New Orleans
Miami
Miami
Minnesota
Minnesota
NY Jets
NY Jets
Tennessee
Tennessee
Cincinnati
Pittsburgh
Denver
Denver
Atlanta
Atlanta
Oakland
Kansas City
Arizona
Arizona
Dallas
Green Bay
San Diego
San Diego
Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Baltimore
Baltimore

GUEST
Pres. Larry
Bacow
San Francisco
New Orleans
Miami
Minnesota
NY Jets
Tennessee
Pittsburgh
Denver
Carolina
Kansas City
Arizona
Dallas
San Diego
New England
Baltimore
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INSIDE THE NHL

RORY PARKS |
THE LONG-SUFFERING SPORTS FAN

Wide right,
left out

L

MCT

The No. 1 overall pick in the 2009 NHL Draft, John Tavares has been a sparkplug for the New York Islanders in his rookie season.

First-years excelling across the NHL
BY

ADAM PARDES

Daily Staff Writer

Typically, NHL rookies don’t reach their
full scoring potential for several years. Even
No. 1 draft picks often have trouble getting
used to the ferocity and pace of the NHL.
The main reason for this phenomenon
is that the competition — aside from being
the most skilled group of hockey players in the world — is much stronger and
faster than anything rookies have ever seen
before. Hockey truly becomes a game of
men against boys until the young athletes can acclimate themselves to their new
environment. However, there have been
several exceptions to this norm in the past
few years.
During the 2005-06 season, first-year
Alexander Ovechkin scored 52 goals for
the Washington Capitals en route to a 106point season. At the end of his rookie campaign, Ovechkin trailed only Joe Thornton
and Jaromir Jagr for the league lead in
points. That same year, Sidney Crosby of
the Pittsburgh Penguins posted 102 points
in his rookie season. These totals marked
the highest numbers since Teemu Selanne’s
NHL rookie-record 132 points in 1992-93.
Clearly, it is possible for first-years to
break through the traditional learning curve
and become a star almost immediately. This
summer brought the 2009 NHL Entry Draft
in Montreal and along with it came a fresh
batch of rookies determined to capture roster spots right out of training camp.
Most players must succumb to fate and
get ready for a year in the minor league
system, postponing their big-club dreams
for another year. On the other hand, some
players with impressive enough training
camps will cement their names into their
team’s opening-night lineups. This year, a
particularly plentiful group of draft picks

and prospects started the season in an NHL
team uniform.
Among these players were the first three
picks in the 2009 draft: the NewYork Islanders’
John Tavares, the Tampa Bay Lightning’s
Victor Hedman and Matt Duchene of the
Colorado Avalanche, respectively.
Tavares has enjoyed the most success
of the three thus far. Although his team
struggled early — losing nine of its first
10 games — the top pick in the draft has
shined, scoring five goals and dishing out
eight assists so far.
Tavares has also displayed his ability to
come through in the clutch, particularly
when notching the game-winning shootout goal in the Isle’s first win of the season,
a 4-3 victory on Oct. 21 over the Carolina
Hurricanes. The Islanders, who finished
dead last in the NHL last year with an abysmal 61 points, are thankful to have Tavares
in the lineup and have earned points in
seven of their last 10 games. In addition, the
Islanders are 5-2-3 when Tavares’ name has
appeared on the score sheet.
Though Hedman and Duchene haven’t
matched Tavares’ offensive production
through early November, they have shown
that they belong in the NHL. Hedman, a
6-foot-6, 220-pound defenseman, has
logged an average of 24:00 minutes on the
ice per game for a rebuilding Tampa Bay
team. Duchene has also shown flashes of his
prodigious abilities this season, including a
timely short-handed goal in a loss against
the San Jose Sharks last week.
But while the top three draft picks have
all shown serious promise, the most impressive rookies have been young forwards Ryan
O’Reilly and James Van Riemsdyk.
While it’s awfully hard to consider a
second-round pick a sleeper, the Colorado
Avalanche struck gold when they picked
O’Reilly 33rd overall in the 2009 draft. The

18-year-old from Clinton, Ontario, who
is tied for the rookie lead in points at 14,
spent the past two seasons with the OHL
Erie Otters.
O’Reilly has excelled on Colorado’s shorthanded unit while posting a very respectable 48.8 percent faceoff percentage to
boot. The 18-year old center continues to
be a crucial part of the Avalanche’s success
this season, scoring two goals against the
Chicago Blackhawks last Friday to help lift
his team to a shootout victory.
Tied with O’Reilly for the rookie lead in
points is Van Riemsdyk — the Philadelphia
Flyers’ left winger — who was the second
overall pick in the 2007 NHL Entry Draft.
A New Jersey native, Van Riemsdyk played
two years of college hockey at the University
of New Hampshire before making the Flyers
squad straight out of training camp this fall.
Van Riemsdyk has flourished alongside
superstar center Jeff Carter, who finished
with 46 goals last season. Considered a highpowered goal-scorer before entering the
NHL, Van Riemsdyk has found the passing
touch playing with Carter, leading all NHL
rookies with 11 assists in only 12 games.
Before the season started, critics believed
Van Riemsdyk, who stands at a lofty 6-foot3, wouldn’t make the Flyers’ roster because
he would have trouble matching the intensity of players at the NHL level. Thus far, Van
Riemsdyk has made believers out of hockey
fans and experts with his physicality and
playmaking ability.
The ability of young athletes like Tavares
and O’Reilly to score key goals for their
teams, as well as the surprising efforts of
Van Riemsdyk, exemplify how important
these players have become to their clubs.
Once considered longshots to even make
their teams, these rookies have superseded expectations and made their presence
known in the NHL.

SCHEDULE | Nov. 13 - Nov. 19
THURS

FRI

SAT

Football

Middlebury
12:00 p.m.

Field Hockey

MIT
11 a.m.
NCAA 2nd Rd

Volleyball

Maine Maritime Regional Semis
8 p.m.
7 p.m.
NCAA Regionals (if necessary)

New England
Championship
12:00 p.m.

Cross Country

JumboCast

Regional Finals
8 p.m.
(if necessary)

Volleyball

Volleyball

Volleyball

SUN

NCAA Quarters
1 p.m.
(if necessary)

MON

TUES

WED

ast week, I talked about the culture of forgiveness within sports
and how it seems to take so little to accept an athlete who has
cheated or committed a crime back into
our good graces. There are, of course, a
couple of conditions: The athlete needs
to show remorse that we can accept as
genuine, and he needs to continue to
perform well on the field upon return.
It’s that second condition I find most
intriguing. After all, would I have been
so eager to defend Ray Lewis following
his highly publicized murder trial if he
hadn’t continued to play at an All-World
level? Would Lakers fans have been as
quick to come to Kobe’s defense if he
hadn’t continued to play like Kobe?
Although the acquittals in both cases
were seemingly justified given the contradictory evidence and testimony that
shaped them, I am still disturbed by the
fact that Lewis and Kobe are treated as
heroes in their towns when people
like Scott Norwood, Bill Buckner and
Earnest Byner — excellent players in
their own right — are looked upon as
scourges of the cities they once played
for.
If you watch enough ESPN Classic, or
if you are one of those devoted Buffalo
Bills fans that are harder to find than
avid Columbus Blue Jackets supporters, you will recall the scene pretty
well: Super Bowl XXV. Tampa, Fla. The
Bills trail the New York Giants 20-19
with eight seconds left in the game.
Bills’ placekicker Scott Norwood runs
onto the field to try a 47-yard field
goal that would bring the Lombardi
Trophy to Orchard Park. He missed —
to the right. The Giants won the Super
Bowl, Al Michaels’ call of “Wide right!”
became one of the most famous in
NFL history and Norwood hung his
head in disbelief.
Perhaps things would not have been
so bad if the Bills hadn’t gone on to
lose the next three Super Bowls as well,
thus cementing their place as the hopelessly optimistic Henry Clay of sports.
As it was, however, Norwood became a
symbol of pain and suffering in upstate
New York, and he was treated as such.
Even now, after almost 20 years, he is
still a punch line, and he is still openly
mocked as he goes about his daily business as a realtor in Virginia.
I hardly need to remind most people around here about Buckner and
the sort of treatment he received
— and continues to receive — after
that Mookie Wilson ground ball went
through his legs. So I move instead to
Byner, a former running back for the
Cleveland Browns.
With the Browns trailing 38-31 in
the 1988 AFC Championship Game
against the Denver Broncos, and with
1:12 left in the game, Byner took a
hand-off at the eight-yard line and
appeared to be on his way to the
game-tying touchdown.
But in a play that would come to
be known simply as “The Fumble,”
Byner was stripped of the ball at the
three-yard line, the Broncos recovered
and Browns fans have wallowed in
self-pity ever since. Like Norwood and
Buckner, Byner is still mocked and
ridiculed by the city he once represented so proudly.
As “Sports Illustrated” contributor
Karl Greenfield writes, “Prove yourself a champion, and we will love you
forever, overlooking murder raps and
drug busts and spousal abuse. But fall
short on the field, and we may never
forgive, no matter how you conduct
yourself away from the game.”
As sports fans, this is nothing new
to us, nor is anything I’ve just said.
But that doesn’t make it right. So I
have made a personal vow, and I ask
you to do the same. If by some chance
you ever see Norwood, Buckner or
Byner, pretend you’re a Bills, Red Sox
or Browns fan, shake their hand and
thank them for what they did for your
team. I imagine it will mean a lot.
Rory Parks is a senior majoring in international relations and Spanish. He can be
reached at Rory.Parks@tufts.edu
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FIELD HOCKEY

Jumbos look to repeat 2008 NCAA Tournament success
BY

CLAIRE KEMP

Daily Staff Writer

The path to the NCAA Championship
title will be similar to last season, but
this year, the field hockey team hopes
that its journey will end on a high note.
Fresh off capturing the NESCAC
championship on Sunday, Tufts will
embark on its fifth trip to the NCAA
Championship Tournament this weekend. Last year, the coveted championship trophy eluded the Jumbos, as they
watched NESCAC rival Bowdoin walk
away with the title following a doubleovertime heartbreaker.
But with the two-time defending
champions denied an at-large bid into
the tournament and Tufts having arguably the weakest draw in the bracket,
the Jumbos are determined to fight
their way back to the top.

After receiving a first-round bye,
the reward for winning arguably the
nation’s toughest conference, Tufts
is slated to take on MIT in secondround action Saturday morning. The
Engineers advanced to a date with the
Jumbos after going on the road and
knocking off Nichols College 2-1 yesterday afternoon.
At least one factor working in Tufts’
favor will be experience. While MIT
is in the middle of its first ever NCAA
Tournament appearance, the Jumbos
reached the second round in 2007 to go
along with their finals appearance of a
year ago.
“Our experience in the playoffs last
year and our competitive regular season has really mentally prepared us
for this weekend,” junior defender and
reigning NESCAC Player of the Week
Jess Perkins said. “But we have to take

every team seriously because everyone
is fighting for their life.”
Though MIT has at least gotten its
feet wet by surviving a tough contest against Nichols, the Engineers will
be huge underdogs compared to the
nationally ranked No. 4 Jumbos. The
NEWMAC champions suffered 5-1 and
3-2 losses at the hands of Wellesley
College and Babson, respectively —
teams Tufts beat 9-0 and 2-1.
“Part of the reason we’ve been so
successful this year is because we take
every game so seriously and don’t
underestimate anyone,” junior midfielder Tess Guttadauro said. “That’s
why we have to come out giving 100
percent because you never know when
anything less than that won’t be enough
whether we look better on paper or
not.”
If the Jumbos are able to get past an

upset-minded MIT squad, they’ll host
the winner of the second-round matchup between Skidmore and Amherst on
Sunday, with the victor punching its
ticket to the Final Four.
The Lord Jeffs made quick work of
first-round foe Husson yesterday afternoon. In a season where it has had
tremendous success against some of
the NESCAC’s upper-echelon teams —
with victories against national No. 15
Bowdoin, No. 12 Middlebury and No. 6
Trinity — Amherst will now get a crack
at No. 9 Skidmore.
But despite the lofty competition,
the Jumbos believe they have the upper
hand due to a rigorous regular season.
“I think the strength of our schedule really prepares us for the postseason, just looking at the fact that four
see FIELD HOCKEY, page 14

The NCAA Tournament comes to the Hill
TODAY - NOV. 14

2009 NCAA Div. III Volleyball
Regional Championship

What’s at stake: The winner of the Tufts regional will advance to the
national quarterfinals, to be held on Nov. 19 in University Heights,
Ohio.
Outlook for Tufts: This weekend’s tournament could turn into a
revenge tour for Tufts. The Jumbos’ road to the national quarterfinals could include two teams — Wellesley and Williams — that have
beaten them in postseason play over the last two seasons.
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Nov. 12: Regional quarterfinals
12:30 p.m.: Williams v. Emerson
3:00 p.m.: Westfield St. v. Mass.Boston
5:30 p.m.: Wellesley v. Clarkson
8:00 p.m.: Maine Maritime v. Tufts

nd

eco

S

d
an

d
hir

n
ou

R

T

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
Nov. 14: Second round
11:00 a.m.: MIT v. Tufts
2:00 p.m.: Amherst v. Skidmore

Nov. 13: Regional semifinals
4:30 p.m.: Williams/Emerson v.
Westfield St./Mass.-Boston
7:00 p.m.: Wellesley/Clarkson v.
Maine Maritime/Tufts

Nov. 15: Third round
1:00 p.m.: Semifinal winners
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Nov. 14: Regional championship
7:00 p.m.: Semifinal winners
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What’s at stake: The winner of Sunday’s third-round match will advance
to the Final Four, to be held on Nov. 21 at South Hadley, Mass.

Outlook for Tufts: The NESCAC champion Jumbos are favored to
return to the Final Four for the second consecutive year. Tufts and
Skidmore, two of the nation’s top 10 teams, could be on a collision
course to meet in Sunday’s third round, with the victor punching its
ticket to South Hadley.

GRAPHIC BY ALLY GIMBEL

VOLLEYBALL

Jumbos have chance to make history this weekend
BY

BEN KOCHMAN

Daily Staff Writer

Since Tufts volleyball gained
varsity status in 1981, the team
has only reached the NCAA
Tournament four times. But
not once in 28 years have the
Jumbos been victorious in the
New England regional tournament and earned the right to
represent New England volleyball on a national stage in the
NCAA quarterfinals.
This weekend, Tufts will
hope to rewrite the history
books.
In 1996, the team’s first ever
berth in the NCAAs was a significant achievement in and

of itself. In 2005, the Jumbos
reached the NCAA regional final for the first time in
team history, only to run into
a stellar Colby team that had
finished the season with an
undefeated NESCAC record.
In the last two seasons,
however, expectations for the
Jumbos have changed. Tufts
has spent much of the last
two regular seasons at the top
of the New England regional
rankings, only to suffer crushing defeats in the postseason.
Last year, the Jumbos finished the season at No.1 in the
NESCAC but were dispatched
in the conference tournament
by Williams and then beaten

at home in the NCAA regional
semifinal in five grueling sets
by Wellesley.
This season again ended
with Tufts at the top of the
NESCAC standings and earning the right to host the New
England NCAA regional in
Medford. The games at home
this weekend are an opportunity for the Jumbos to stake
their claim as one of New
England’s elite volleyball programs and to decidedly break
into the upper echelon of New
England volleyball. For the
past three decades, teams like
Williams and Amherst have
had a stranglehold on New
England’s one quarterfinal

berth in the national tournament. This year may be Tufts’
best chance in program history to break the mold.
Tonight, in their first NCAA
game in the new Cousens
Gymnasium, the Jumbos start
on a road that they hope will
lead them to the quarterfinals
in University Heights, Ohio.
But the team’s path to Ohio
will be treacherous. Tufts’
half of the New England draw
features no team that Tufts
has encountered this season.
While familiar foes Williams
and UMass Boston lurk on
the horizon, the Jumbos will
first need to advance past
Maine Maritime College, the

winners of the North Atlantic
Conference championships
for two straight years.
“Everyone in the tournament
is a threat, with hopes of moving to the next level,” senior
co-captain Dena Feiger said.
“A team that we’ve never seen
before is a big threat, but what
we need to do is stick to our
game plan by controlling the
ball and being the first team to
reverse the flow and execute.”
The Lady Mariners feature
North Atlantic Conference
tournament MVP sophomore
Chelsea Ward — who in the
team’s final two games of the
see VOLLEYBALL, page 13

