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JoeyTracker to add Forcible rape reported to have taken
new coverage, but place at Sigma Nu, TUPD investigating
problems persist
BY

BEN GITTLESON

Daily Editorial Board

BY JENNY

WHITE

Daily Editorial Board

TuftsLife will expand its JoeyTracker
service next semester to incorporate
the New England Conservatory of Music
(NEC) and School of Museum of Fine
Arts (SMFA) shuttles, but problems with
GPS coverage continue to haunt the
online service.
JoeyTracker, a webpage dedicated to
tracking the movements of the shuttle between Tufts’ Medford/Somerville
campus and Davis Square, has been
beset by problems since its establishment in 2008. At the beginning of the
semester, TuftsLife worked with the
Office for Campus Life (OCL) on the
installation of information displays in
the Mayer Campus Center that would
display the amount of time until the
shuttle’s arrival.
Months later, the displays are not
in use, and the service is often hit by
outages. Nevertheless, Louis Galvez III,
the administrative service coordinator for the Department of Public and
Environmental Safety, said he plans to
install an additional GPS unit in the
shuttle for NEC and SMFA students.
The NEC shuttle’s GPS has already
been ordered and most likely will be
installed in the coming weeks, according to Galvez.
TuftsLife Chief Operating Officer
Michael Vastola, a senior who is now
spearheading the JoeyTracker project,
said Friday that he expects the campus
center screens to be working by next
semester. Vastola is also the technical
manager for the Daily.
The screens themselves have been in
place since the summer, according to
Office for Campus Life (OCL) Director
Joe Golia. One is located in the window
of the OCL office in the campus center,
and the other is located inside the campus center lobby.
see JOEY, page 2

The Tufts University Police Department
(TUPD) late last month received a report
of a forcible rape at the Sigma Nu fraternity house, according to a public crime log
TUPD provided to the Daily.
The alleged incident occurred at 9
p.m. on Oct. 29 at the fraternity house,
which is located at 92 Professors Row,
and was reported the following day,
according to the log. TUPD Sgt. Joseph
Tilton declined to provide further information because there is an ongoing
investigation into the report.
When asked yesterday about the report,
the president of Tufts’ Sigma Nu chapter,
senior Ryan Flood, said that the Daily’s
facts were incorrect. After later being
shown a copy of the crime log, he declined
comment, deferring further questions to
the fraternity’s national organization.
Brad Beacham, the executive director
of the general fraternity headquarters for
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see SIGMA NU, page 2

The Tufts University Police Department is investigating a report of a forcible rape alleged to
have occurred at the Sigma Nu fraternity house at 92 Professors Row.

UIT looks to name Blackboard replacement
BY

LAINA PIERA

Daily Staff Writer

A university-wide contest held by the
University Information Technology (UIT)
department will challenge members of
the Tufts community to come up with
a name for the learning management
system (LMS) that is slated to next year
replace Blackboard, according to Senior
Faculty Development Consultant for UIT
Rebecca Sholes.
Tufts students, faculty and staff are all
eligible to submit entries online by the Dec.
1 deadline, according to Sholes. The winning name will be made public in January.
The person who submits the winning
name will be recognized on the LMS
site, according to Sholes. The winner will
also receive a prize, the nature of which
remains secret for now.

The idea to organize a contest to come
up with a Tufts-specific name for the
new system — which will run on Sakai,
an open-source LMS platform — came
from the university-wide team that led
the effort to select a replacement for
Blackboard, according to Sholes.
The Sakai software will take Blackboard’s
place next fall and will act as the common
LMS platform for all Tufts students.
Project
Manager
of
LMS
Implementation Andrew Valenti thinks
relabeling the program with a unique
name better reflects its nature and will
make the program more meaningful to
the Tufts community.
“If you call it ‘Sakai,’ it has no meaning,” Valenti said. “By having our community come up with the name, it’s no longer
just another name. Students and faculty
will associate the name with learning and

Virtual Music Festival grants global access to music in Distler
For the past four years, senior
Kelsey Hersh has performed with
the Tufts University chamber singers
ensemble. Hailing from Ojai, Calif.,
Hersh’s parents, unfortunately, have
in the past been unable to fly across
the country to attend her concerts.
This weekend, however, Kelsey’s
mom, Jaye, tuned into a live webcast to see her daughter perform in
Distler Hall.
Over 400 Tufts students this
weekend sang in four different
concerts that were webcast live as
a part of the Tufts Virtual Music
Festival. The festival was the result
of the combined efforts of the
Department of Music, the admissions office, University Relations,
University Education Media and
other departments.
The festival was deemed a
success.
“We’re still waiting on the final
reports, but we’ve heard that one
concert got about 1,600 hits,”

Professor Joseph Auner, chair of
the Department of Music, said.
“I’ve also already received some
very nice notes from parents [who
were able to watch their children
perform online].”
According to Auner, this weekend was selected for the webcast
because four different ensembles
were scheduled to perform. In
a department with 20 ensembles running the gamut from
Renaissance music to gospel choir,
this weekend provided “a nice
cross-section,” Auner said.
Distler Performance Hall in
the Granoff Music Center had
already been set up to facilitate
the recording of performances, so
much of the technology for optimal sound recording was already
in place.
Stephen Breck from Educational
Media spearheaded the camera
work for the webcast, backed by a
strong technical team.

This weekend’s success gave
Auner hope that concerts will
continue to be webcast in Distler,
and that this program could
extend to include other departments in the future.
“We’re going to see what the
response is, then work with the
university to expand the program to all other performing arts
departments,” Auner said.
Ever since the Granoff Music
Center opened in 2007, student
involvement in the music department has exploded. In just four
years the department has gone
from being relatively obscure to seeing over 3,000 course enrollments
last year, according to Auner.
With new additions like the
Virtual Music Festival, Tufts’ music
department is continuing to assert
itself as an advanced and forwardthinking presence on campus.
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—by Emma Bushnell

collaboration. We’re developing the product to represent the unique needs of the
Tufts community and thus it is no longer
merely Sakai.”
If multiple people enter the same
name, only the first submission will be
considered, according to Sholes.
There is no limit to how many names
one person may propose, according to
Mary Sullivan, an educational technology
fellow for academic technology (AT).
“It’s more about the quality of the entry,
so submitting multiple names won’t really
increase your chances,” Sullivan said.
Sullivan, an education graduate student at Tufts, is helping to spread the
word about the contest by reaching out to
students online and on campus. Sullivan
posted an announcement on TuftsLife
see SAKAI, page 2

Friedman to start online certificate
programs targeting professionals
BY

KATHRYN SULLIVAN
Daily Staff Writer

The Friedman School of Nutrition
Science and Policy will launch
three new online certificate programs beginning this January. Each
consists of three 14-week courses
offered consecutively and takes one
year to complete.
The three online certificates, in Nutrition Science and
Communications for Public
Relations Professionals, Applied
Positive Deviance and Delivery
Science in International Nutrition,
are a first for the school, according to Paul Giguere, senior director of academic initiatives for the
Friedman School.
“This is the first time that
we’ve had a full online program,”
Giguere said.

Interest in online degree programs has been demonstrable in
recent years, according to Giguere.
“We’ve gotten lots of requests over
the past few years of people asking
about online programs,” he said.
Heather McMorrow, associate
director for academic initiatives at
the Friedman School, said the new
online programs would allow Tufts
to remain competitive with other
schools, including Cornell University
and Johns Hopkins University. “[The
programs are] keeping us relevant
to what other … schools are doing,”
McMorrow said.
Giguere agreed. “We talked to
people in the industry and the field,”
he said. “There seems to be an interest in developing more continuing education opportunities in the
see FRIEDMAN, page 2
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Trio of online one-year programs keeps
Friedman School abreast of competitors

Winner of LMS naming contest
will receive recognition, prize

FRIEDMAN

SAKAI

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

Friedman School. This is one way
we can go about doing this.”
Giguere said the certificate programs’ online nature will allow students outside of the Boston area to
become involved in the program.
The three programs are targeted toward mid-career professionals who are looking to gain skills
in the three focus areas, according
to Giguere. “They’re looking to differentiate themselves in the field of
nutrition,” he said.
The Nutrition Science and
Communications for Public
Relations Professionals certificate
program will allow workers to obtain
skills needed in the nutrition industry, according to McMorrow.
“Right now the certificate is for
mid-career professionals; so people
that have a foundation and a level
of experience already may have
found themselves in a role with
their employer where they feel like
they need to enhance their areas
of nutrition communication without doing a full degree program,”
McMorrow said.
The admissions standards for
the online programs will be almost
identical to the existing degree programs within the Friedman School,
according to Giguere.
“It’s pretty rigorous,” Giguere said.
Applicants must have an undergraduate degree, relevant professional experience, and they must
have passed the Test of English as a
Foreign Language, he said.
The school will cap admissions
at 25 students for each certificate
program in order to keep class sizes
small, according to McMorrow.

and designed a poster for the
contest, she said.
The LMS Implementation
Steering Committee, composed of faculty, administrators and Tufts Community
Union President Sam Wallis, a
senior, will choose the winning
name, according to Sholes.
The committee’s members
are still being finalized and
will meet for the first time in
December after the final deadline for entries, Sholes said.
Sholes said that it is common
for universities running the
Sakai platform to rename their
own versions of the platform.
“Some schools keep the
name ‘Sakai,’ but many
change the name,” Scholes
said. “We thought it would be
fun to have a name for it that
really reflected Tufts and that
would identify that this was
the LMS for Tufts.”
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The Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy is now accepting
applications for three new online certificate programs.
“It ensures that there’s enough
interaction between the faculty and
the students,” McMorrow said.
McMorrow said the Friedman
School will convene its admissions committee toward the end
of December. Applications will be
processed via rolling admission, so
decisions could potentially be made
up until classes’ Jan. 20 start date.
According to Giguere, the school
does not plan to hire new faculty for
the new programs.
“We’re using primarily faculty
we already have,” Giguere said.
“We’re bringing in people who have

worked with us for a quite a while
in some cases.”
The courses will be taught online,
and Gigure said that it will be up to
the professors to decide either to use
PowerPoint slides linked to audio
recordings of their lectures or live
video streams of lectures.
Giguere said the online course
programs will emphasize the same
faculty and student interaction valued by the Friedman School’s offline
courses, while expanding the reach
of the School to a wider audience.
“This is something that extends
our educational missions,” he said.

SAKAIPROJECT.ORG

Sakai is the face of the future for Tufts, but it will not be known by
that name.

JoeyTracker to add new data, but tracking problems remain
JOEY
continued from page 1

Vastola said the TuftsLife team has
not been able to devote time to working on the displays. “This semester has
been really busy,” he said.
The team now plans to connect the
screens to the JoeyTracker service over
winter break, though testing will not
begin until the bus starts running during the spring semester, Vastola said.
Golia hopes to see the screens functioning as soon as possible, though
this depends on when campus center
lobby renovations are complete. The
renovations have been underway since
this summer.
“We purchased the equipment
and have everything installed. We’d
like them done sooner rather than
later,” Golia said. All lobby renovations should be completed before the
start of next semester, including an
informational touchscreen display at
the campus center’s information and
ticket booth, according to Golia.
Vastola said TuftsLife has funds
available to purchase a third screen
for the JoeyTracker but is in the process of determining where it should
be located.
Originally, Vastola preferred to put it
in Davis Square, but an uphill location
such as the Olin Center is now more
likely, he said. TuftsLife tried unsuccessfully to locate a Davis Square storefront willing to install an informational
screen in its window, he said.
The JoeyTracker began as a Tufts
Community Union (TCU) Senate project in 2008 before TuftsLife took over
the project last year.
TuftsLife revamped the service
in September with three new, more
reliable GPS units, two of which are
permanently installed in the buses,
Vastola said.
Vastola said that though the
JoeyTracker site is not always reliable,
problems can occur when drivers from
Joseph’s Transportation, which operates
the shuttle service, fail to place the third,
portable GPS unit into their shuttle.
Vastola said TuftsLife relies on user
feedback to know if the JoeyTracker is
not working.

She said that the winning
name, in addition to being
a reflection of Tufts, should
show creativity and indicate
the academic intent of behind
an LMS.
“The name should be something that captures the sense
that it’s a learning management system for teaching,
learning and collaboration,”
Sholes said. “For example,
with the name Blackboard,
people think of a classroom
and something for writing and
for teaching on.”
Additionally, Valenti said
allowing the Tufts community
to come up with the name will
help the community develop a
sense of ownership. He called
the faculty and students “the
real customers and stakeholders” of the new LMS.
“We’re building it for them,”
Valenti said. “They know best
how to capture the spirit of
Tufts.”

TUPD investigating
report of forcible
rape at Sigma Nu
SIGMA NU
continued from page 1
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A newly installed display fails to show arrival information from the JoeyTracker service.
Plans to display Joey arrival times have run into delays.
“It’s not something that’s our fault,
but people need to tell us about the
problem — we need to be able to fix it,”
Vastola said. “We’re always open to suggestions on our website.”
The JoeyTracker service remains the
target of a high volume of website traffic.
With over 8,286 views in November, as of
Friday, it is the third-most trafficked page
on TuftsLife, according to Vastola.
Galvez said the School of Arts and
Sciences agreed to purchase a GPS for the
shuttle after he spoke with several deans
who are involved with the NEC program.
The Department of Public and
Environmental Safety will fund the

monthly payments for satellite coverage
to keep the devices operational from
month to month, according to Galvez.
“We decided as a whole this would just
be a really good idea to give the same
courtesy to NEC students as students
going to Davis,” Galvez said. “Especially
since the NEC shuttle has such a big
route. If you miss a shuttle, it’s about
two hours from one to the other.”
The NEC shuttle will have a TuftsLife
webpage like the existing page for
JoeyTracker, as well as a page at
m.tufts.edu, a new site designed specifically for easy mobile access from
smartphones, Galvez said.

Sigma Nu Fraternity, Inc., in Lexington, Va.,
told the Daily that he was aware that the
police were investigating the report of a rape
at the Tufts chapter’s house.
He stressed that he only had secondhand
information provided to him in discussions
with some members of the chapter and
with Tufts’ director of fraternity and sorority
affairs, Tanya McGinn Paolo.
“Our members in the chapter there at
Tufts are to my knowledge doing everything that they have been asked to do in
terms of cooperating with the investigation,” Beacham said.
Beacham said that, based on what he had
heard, a Sigma Nu brother was not implicated in the investigation.
“It is my understanding that it is not a
member of the fraternity that is alleged to
have been involved in this,” he said.
He added that the Daily’s reporting on the
information from the public log was, to his
knowledge, accurate.
Dean of Student Affairs Bruce Reitman
yesterday declined to comment on the report
because of TUPD’s ongoing investigation.
Paolo yesterday did not respond to multiple
messages and e-mails requesting comment.
Beacham said that the national organization is keeping tabs on the investigation’s
progress but is trying to stay removed to
allow the process to proceed properly.
“The information that we have is very, very
limited while the police are conducting their
investigation,” he said.
TUPD originally informed the community about the alleged incident in a Nov.
1 e-mail, announcing that the department
received a report of a sexual assault that
may have occurred in a fraternity house over
Halloween weekend; the message did not
identity the fraternity involved.
In that e-mail, TUPD provided no more
specific information, other than the fact that
the suspect had not been arrested. Student
leaders of the Greek community at Tufts subsequently expressed displeasure to the Daily
that the e-mail painted the entire Greek system in a poor light.
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PROFILE | GABRIEL BREMER

Cambridge chef Gabriel Bremer mixes
food and science, constantly innovating
BY JON

CHENG

COURTESY GABRIEL BREMER

Since 2004, chef Gabriel Bremer has been using molecular gastronomy to invent dishes for
his menu at Salts in Cambridge.
Despite several gigs with the Cleveland
Orchestra, Bremer was having troubles
supporting himself financially, so he

went back to doing what he knew best.
see BREMER, page 4

Student entrepreneurs on the Hill gain off-the-Hill
experience by running businesses from their dorm rooms
BY

AMANDA WARREN

Contributing writer

While Tufts Student Resources’ new
initiative grants up to $10,000 to student
entrepreneurs to cover the initial costs of
founding a business, there’s a lot more than
money that goes into running a startup
from your dorm room. While the reward, for
some, is worth it, Jumbos who take on the
task themselves are forced to juggle commitments in a way that full-time business
people simply do not have to.
So where do students find the time?
According to Ronald Croen (A ’76), Tufts’
current entrepreneur-in-residence and a
visiting lecturer at the Gordon Institute’s
Entrepreneurial Leadership Program, the
answer is simple: enthusiasm.
“It amazes me how much energy and
passion students display when they have
to carry the burden of a full course load
along with running a business,” Croen said.
“When you’re passionate, you throw yourself into whatever you’re doing. And those
are the kinds of people who are usually successful in all aspects of life.”
Gregory Hering (E ’10) is one of those
people. Hering founded Emergent Energy
Group with two classmates during his freshman year at Tufts. Their goal was to be on
the front lines of alternative energy development. Hering envisioned building wind turbines and helping to shift the world toward
greener energy practices. Now, five years
later, Hering is working on a new energy
venture, and Emergent Energy, still in the
hands of two of its founding members, has
developed sustainable wind and solar power
sources for large corporations.
Hering recounted times as a student entrepreneur when he put in 50 or 60 hours of work
per week for Emergent on top of his schoolwork. But while the job could often prove a
demanding commitment, he stressed that
his time spent at Emergent was worthwhile.

Thanksgiving

B

Daily Editorial Board

It is almost midnight on a Saturday
evening, and the last orders have
just left the kitchen. But chef Gabriel
Bremer is still hard at work on his latest experiment: s’mores.
“You need all the elements of
s’mores, even the campfire,” Bremer
told the Daily. “We brought in the
aroma of burning wood and smoke by
using a glass cloche [a bell jar formed
by a solid piece of glass and shaped
like a dome] and a tube that funnels
in all the smoke.”
Bremer’s elegant yet whimsical take
on s’mores, a dessert for which ingredients are torched like a meringue
and served with chocolate ganache,
is just one of the many dishes he
has created for his restaurant Salts in
Cambridge, Mass. But the 34-year-old
chef always thought of cooking as a
mere hobby and never dreamt that it
would become a career.
Originally from Lakewood, Ohio,
Bremer grew up in a family in which
a tradition of comfort meals and the
availability of fresh produce often
drew him to the kitchen.
“Food was definitely a part of the
family dynamic, be it preparing dinners with grandparents or baking
projects with my mother during the
weekend,” he said.
Going into the food business, however, was not Bremer’s intended career
path. Rather, he thought his calling
lay elsewhere.
“I studied for 16 years … classical
percussion. That was the direction in
which I was headed,” Bremer said.

SAMANTHA JAFFE |
EAST COAST, WEST COAST

“Emergent set me up perfectly for what
I’m doing now,” he said.
Starting a student-run company, Hering
said, provides undergraduates with essential real-world experience.
“If you go out and learn by doing things
hands-on, no matter how small-scale, it is
way better than reading about the same
material in a textbook,” he said. “You are
learning and developing skills early on that
you wouldn’t otherwise have.”
Columbia University student Stephanie
Morrow, who transferred from Tufts and
now owns and operates her own music
management company in New York, found
the conflicting roles of student and entrepreneur stressful.
“I’d be trying to study for a midterm
and trying to book a show, and I’d want to
give my full attention to both,” she said.
“Everyone I worked with did music as a fulltime job and didn’t really sympathize with
the ‘homework’ excuse.”
Croen suggested that the recent upsurge
of interest in student entrepreneurship can
in part be attributed to the current economic climate.
“The once certain security of long-term
employment is diminished,” Croen said.
“A graduate either needs the ability to get
a job or the ability to create a job. Both
are valuable skills, but you have a greater
degree of self-sufficiency in entrepreneurship. You can be less dependent on outside
factors and more dependent on your own
initiative and creativity.”
In some fields, a university setting can
provide the ideal environment for business start-ups.
Mark Abramowicz (LA ’10) and senior
Cal Shapiro found an on-campus niche
for their student-oriented business.
Abramowicz and Shapiro’s website “Jump
Off Campus” aims to restructure the offcampus housing system.
“[We want to] target the inefficiencies

between how students, landlords and the
university interact,” Abramowicz said.
The partners’ position as students,
Abramowicz said, gave them a distinct
advantage in forming their business thanks
to their established relationships and experiences on the Hill.
“We knew how the process worked
because we had been through it, and we
knew the demographic, so we had the
best insight,” he said. “As students, we
are part of a community that has access
to the administration, the landlords and
other students who could tell us what they
wanted out of the site.”
College students also enjoy a relative lack
of responsibility, a trait not typically shared
by young professionals, Abramowicz said.
“We have the ability and the freedom to
take greater risks now, unlike when we’re
older with a family to support and bills to
pay,” he said.
Morrow cited access to resources, professors and alumni at Tufts as a vital resource
for student entrepreneurs.
“Having a network of people who have
already been through the process and
achieved success and who want to help you
is a powerful resource,” Morrow said.
Abramowicz, Hering and Morrow have
all participated in the Gordon Institute’s
Entrepreneurial Leadership Program.
“To know the process that’s been tried
and true and constantly innovated is critical,” Hering said. “That knowledge is what
makes you a professional entrepreneur, not
some random crazy person with an idea.”
Despite the demands on her time,
Morrow said that she would not trade
her hectic schedule for the usual student
experience.
“Every time I see my band play a show,
or meet a new fan or see people really get
into the performance, it’s so rewarding, and
it’s so much fun,” she said. “I can’t imagine
not doing it.”

y the time this column is printed, I will be back home in Los
Angeles wearing jorts and Vans,
enjoying 65-degree weather. I will
have spent close to nine hours on an airplane or in an airport to spend six days
at home and then spend another seven
or so hours getting back to Medford.
I’m lucky; my mother is an Expedia
fiend who bought incredibly cheap
flights incredibly early. The catch is that
I have two stops on the way home, and
thus the five-hour flight becomes nine
hours. All I really want for Christmas is
a direct flight home, but I know it’s not
going to happen. Not all my friends are
so lucky. A lot of people from California
and farther don’t get to go home for
Thanksgiving. And no matter how old
we get, when we finish midterms, we
all would really like to spend a few days
at home getting spoiled by parents and
bugged by siblings and pets. So this
column is not only for those coast-tocoast commuters like me but also for
my friends from Singapore, London,
Israel, Turkey, etc., who can’t go home
for Thanksgiving.
Thanksgiving is a weird holiday.
It’s a celebration of the beginning of
America and the cooperation between
the Pilgrims and the Indians, but it
also exists in the shadow of a genocide
conducted against the American Indian
population by European settlers. It’s not
the most politically correct holiday, yet
we still get school off and have humongous dinners with family.
The picture-perfect Thanksgiving
includes a huge family, a huge turkey,
a fire in the fireplace and coats hung
in the hallway. In my head, this perfect
Thanksgiving has always taken place
in New England, never at home in L.A.
The effect isn’t the same when you can
wear flip-flops to Thanksgiving dinner. I
have a similar issue with Christmas — it
just doesn’t feel like all the movies say it
should when it’s 70 degrees outside and
you get a bikini instead of a sweater.
So basically, I have Thanksgiving envy.
Before I graduate, I want to spend a
Thanksgiving in New England and see if
the reality lives up to my mental image.
But the meaning of Thanksgiving, to
me at least, goes beyond the Pilgrims
and the Indians and the weather. Since
coming to college, Thanksgiving has
been about going home, about seeing
my family, about getting a break from
living in a dorm and eating in a dining hall. By this point in the year, I’m
burned out and I need a break. I need to
be able to just turn off — to not worry
about what I look like or who’s around to
get dinner with and just be able to lie in
my big bed and let my mom tell me what
to do for a while.
That much-needed break is the reason I’m spending so many hours in an
airport this week. The flight sucks, the
waiting sucks, airport security sucks,
but spending time with my mom, dad,
brother and dog is worth it. Getting to
drive my own car around neighborhoods that aren’t filled with terrifying Massachusetts drivers is worth it.
Getting to hang out outside late in
November without getting frostbite is
worth it. The feeling of flying into LAX,
seeing the city I know so well spread
out under me, is worth it. Don’t get me
wrong — by now, when I fly into Logan,
I feel an immediate sense of recognition when I look down at Boston. But
no matter how long I spend out here,
no matter where I go after college, L.A.
will always be home, and that is really
the reason I’m willing to spend almost a
day traveling in order to go fly there for

Samantha Jaffe is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major. She can be reached at
Samantha.Jaffe@tufts.edu.
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Chef Gabriel Bremer brings a scientific twist to comfort food
BREMER
continued from page 3

“Cooking seemed the easiest and most attractive option,
so that’s where I went to and
basically found myself really
starting to enjoy it,” he said.
Though he had also been
involved in a family coffeehouse business, Bremer
thought that he would need
to step up his game in order
to turn food into a real salary-earner. At age 18, Bremer
went to study under chef Sam
Hayward, a winner of a prestigious James Beard award, at
Fore Street Bistro in Portland,
Maine. With that experience
under his belt, he opened his
first restaurant, Gabriel’s, with
a few friends.
Gabriel’s, however, was a
short-lived project that began
to fall apart soon after its
opening.
“I think I jumped at the
chance to open up that restaurant,” he said, “And the partnership did not work. I learned
a lot of lessons from that.”
Humbled, Bremer returned
to learning the ropes of fine
cooking, this time under
another James Beard awardwinning chef, Jody Adams,
current chef and owner of
the Harvard Square restaurant, Rialto. At Rialto, Bremer
learned about more complex
techniques and flavors that
have shaped his current culinary style: elegant, contemporary comfort food.
This time, with more confidence in his skills, Bremer and
his wife, Analia Verolo, jumped
at the chance to take over Salts
after the previous owner left
in 2004. Since then, Bremer
has devoted his time to crafting new dishes for his menu,

which changes on a regular
basis.
“Being a young and passionate, expressive chef, I’m
constantly looking for ways to
be very creative and exciting
and intriguing for the customers,” Bremer said. “And with
that, I find myself looking to

like Ferran Adria, Juan Mari
and Andoni Luis Aduriz, all
of whom are best known for
their expertise in molecular
gastronomy, the application
of scientific techniques to the
preparation of food.
“I do a lot of reading and a
lot of research in books and

Bremer applies the discipline
to the all-American comfort
food in which he specializes.
“You can create a perfect
marriage with the balance
of finding familiar flavors —
things that people can connect with,” he said. “Take the
idea of a pot roast: Instead

RECIPE | FROM THE KITCHEN OF GABRIEL BREMER

White gazpacho
Ingredients:
1/2 day-old baguette
4 cups green grapes
3 cups whole blanched
almonds
1500 milliliters mineral water
5 cloves garlic
8 tablespoons Spanish olive oil
5 tablespoons sherry vinegar
Sea salt, to taste
White pepper, to taste
Thinly sliced radishes for garnish
Toasted almonds for garnish
Instructions:
1. Cut the half baguette into
one-inch slices and place them
into a large mixing bowl with
four cups tap water. Let them
soak until they are soft. This
will take approximately five to
10 minutes.
2. In a blender, mix the almonds,
mineral water, garlic and grapes,
and process until smooth. (This
may have to be done in two
batches.)
see who’s most inventive these
days.”
But his menu stands out most
because of the one thing that
remains constant — Bremer’s
fascination with new Spanish
cuisine, associated with chefs

3. Add the softened bread, olive
oil and vinegar to this mixture,
and process, once again, until
smooth. Pass the soup through
a fine strainer and season it
Internet and where I could
find these topics,” Bremer
said. “And I spend some time
with some of these people and
try to learn from their techniques.”
To add his own touch,

with salt and pepper.
4. Chill the dish for one hour
before serving. To garnish the
soup, add thinly sliced radishes,
grapes and toasted almonds.
of cooking it traditionally,
you can sous vide it, and you
get rid of all the negative elements, like cooking it dry. Now
you have the most perfectly
juicy, succulent pot roast,” he
said, referring to the process

Advertisement

of vacuum-sealing and then
pressure-cooking ingredients.
Another recipe to which
he applies the principles of
molecular gastronomy is the
classic dish, French onion
soup, which in Bremer’s
kitchen is more of a scientific
experiment.
“Everybody knows it is really
messy and not really beautiful,” he said. “We looked at
how we could refine it, so we
made a caramelized onion
consommé. We took an onion,
made a puree of caramelized
onions and I strengthened the
puree by using a bit of gel and
gum. And then we took the
Gruyere cheese and turned it
into liquid ravioli, which turns
into a couple spheres of liquid,
which explodes into cheese
when you eat it.”
While Bremer does not consider himself one of the strict
adherents of the molecular
gastronomic discipline, he is
certainly knowledgeable about
the subject and will be judging the culinary science fair in
December, put on by Harvard
University students enrolled in
the school’s new and popular
course Science and Cooking:
From Haute Cuisine to the
Science of Soft Matter.
Bremer hopes to be even
more engaged in the class in
the future, he said.
“As of now, my participation is minor,” Bremer said.
“Hopefully I’ll be involved more
and more. The response is really
pretty amazing. People are really interested in these topics —
knowing about modern cooking techniques. All they want to
do is educate the public more
and more to the point where
hopefully the restaurants are all
doing the same.”
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GALLERY REVIEW

Arnold Scaasi exhibit showcases glamour
and elegance over a 40-year career
BY

MADELINE HALL |
THE TASTEFUL AND THE TASTELESS

Horcrux
counterculture

ASHLEY WOOD

Senior Staff Writer

I

Arnold Scassi has the kind of life that
American dreams are made of. Born
Arnold Isaacs in Canada in 1930, Isaacs

Scaasi: American Couturier
At the Loring Gallery, through June
19, 2011
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
Avenue of the Arts
465 Huntington Ave, Boston
617-267-9300
moved to New York in 1952 to pursue a
career in fashion. After a mere six years
in the United States, his pieces had
graced the covers of renowned magazines like Vogue and Harper’s Bazaar.
In 1958, the designer was the recipient
of the Coty American Fashion Critics’
Awards — one of the most prestigious
sartorial awards of its time.
Under the name Scaasi, a reversal of
his last name, he accomplished success
at a virtually obsolete trade: made-toorder couture. With a list of clients that
included celebrity Barbara Streisand
and socialite Gayfryd Steinberg, Scaasi’s
pieces quickly became highly sought
after garments among the New York
elite from the late 1950s through th late
1980s.
In 2009, the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston (MFA) received a donation of
nearly 100 of the couturier’s works for
their Textile and Fashion section. This
year, the MFA has opened an exhibit to
the public that puts 28 of these pieces
on display as a means to represent
Scaasi’s intimate relationship with four
of his most well known clients: actresses Streisand and Arlene Francis and
see SCAASI, page 6

COURTESY MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BOSTON

This piece exhibits Scaasi’s knack for flamboyant, in-your-face colors and contours.

CONCERT REVIEW

THEATER REVIEW

Say Anything headlines
at the House of Blues
BY

MELISSA ROBERTS

Daily Editorial Board

“This show feels really intimate … like
I’m touching you in a weird place,” frontman of the emo band Say Anything, Max
Bemis, said of the group’s Nov. 8 concert.
Though he was on stage in front of hundreds of fans at the House of Blues, the
performance indeed felt personal, like the
singer was serenading each one of us.
From the first chorus of “Crush’d,” off of
the band’s 2009 self-titled release, the audience was captivated. With Bemis’ kind of
stage presence, it’s hard to take your eyes
off him. Though he isn’t your typical skinny
emo singer with floppy hair, his chubby
stomach and slightly awkward mannerisms
render his delivery more genuine. Hands
down the most animated performer of the
night, he moved around the whole stage
and brought both hands into motion as he
robotically clapped to the beat.
Perhaps the reason he is so delightful to
watch is that he always seems moments
away from a full-blown freak out, teeming with frenetic anxious energy — at one
point falling to the floor and finishing a
chorus lying down on the stage. His awkward dancing, reminiscent of something
you might see at a high school dance,
made the confessional lyrics ring true.
Throughout Say Anything’s set, the
energy of the crowd was palpable.
Through new and old material, including the song “Colorblind” off of the
band’s first full-length album, “Baseball:
An Album by Say Anything” (2001), the
crowd was singing along.

High points included the commercial
hit “Alive with the Glory of Love” (2004), a
semi-biographical song about how Bemis’
grandparents met during the Holocaust.
Yet even with such heavy subject matter,
Bemis still kept the crowd dancing with
his gusto and by juxtaposing this song with
the light-hearted hit “Wow… I Can Get
Sexual Too” (2007).
The final song, “Admit It” (2004), was a
defiance of hipster pretention and the peak
of audience participation. Many, it seemed,
could relate to the song’s theme, and the
whole venue from front row to back was
shouting “You are a faker/Admit it!”
The energy of the crowd seemed to fuel
Bemis as well. He was visibly flattered that
fans appreciated the older selections, repeatedly requesting that they continue to come
to shows. Often, he would let the audience
sing some of the most clever and emotionally charged lines, such as, “my love was like a
food stamp handing it out,” from “Less Cute”
(2009), charging up the audience even more.
In keeping with this theme of collaboration, Bemis also performed “Crawl” (2009)
from side project Two Tongues, along with
members of opening bands Motion City
Soundtrack (MCS) and Saves the Day. The
show was filled with such collaborative
efforts from all the performers on tour,
enhancing the feeling that audience members were watching the efforts of a bunch
of really talented friends. The camaraderie
and banter of the performers made the
audience feel included in what was happening onstage.
see CONCERT, page 6

‘Vengeance’
explores the murky
realm of morality
BY

MICHELLE BEEHLER
Senior Staff Writer

As the Horvath family celebrates
the holidays, its members’ conversations and thoughts are stuck on a

Vengeance is the Lord’s

Written by Bob Glaudini
Directed by Peter DuBois
At the Boston University Theatre
through Dec. 12
Tickets $15 to $82.50
tragic event from a decade before —
the gruesome murder of the family’s
then-20-year-old daughter. While it
is clear that the topic is ever-present,
this holiday season, a new concern
reawakens past grievances.
The convicted murderer is up for
parole, and this becomes the catalyst that divides the family down
the center. The audience watches as
the family splits between those who
want to forgive and those who want
vengeance.
Peter DuBois directs Bob Glaudini’s
“Vengeance is the Lord’s” for the
Huntington Theatre Company in a
dark, heart-wrenching and emotionally taunting performance. The pain
that permeates every family encounter
see VENGEANCE, page 6

n the throes of elementary school torture
and ridicule, weaker creatures derogatorily named nerds often took refuge in
reading books for hours upon hours. This
shouldn’t come as much of a surprise; with
the exception of some self-isolating bullies
— you know who you are, line pushers — the
vast majority of Tufts students have vestiges of
nerdness stored up within their hearts. Many
at Tufts even admit to this quality openly and
honestly; I have had multiple friends suggest
that this dweeb tendency is what unites the
greater population, knowingly or not.
It is easy to forget, then, how opposed to
reading some of our young comrades once
were. My enjoyment of books was labeled as
an irregularity by insensitive schoolmates, at
the very least something to scorn and deride.
Whimpering in rejected shame behind my
dog-eared paperbacks, I was confident that
second grade would be a hellish monotony
of misery.
But the unthinkable happened. Some
floppy-haired kid on a broom made reading
popular. Harry Potter was born on the pages
of a book filled with complicated names and
vocabulary that required a dictionary, but
somehow it gripped the minds of my otherwise derisive companions. Suddenly, that
dweebish streak that so characterized my
elementary school persona was erased by
an overriding sense of coolness I had never
enjoyed until that shining moment. I was
ahead of the curve! So began the Potter craze.
Kids brought these books to class to read
independently, and I basked in the glory of a
collective movement towards reading.
In light of the boomingly successful release
of “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows:
Part 1,” the clear allegiance to Harry has
survived the many years of anticipation; the
$330 million in global ticket sales for the film
this weekend speaks for itself quantitatively.
This of course drew much attention from the
greater media world, with the expected New
York Times article reporting these returns
and numerous articles from other publications like The Atlantic and Slate commenting
on the nostalgia and legacy associated with
the series. Harry has staying power within the
greater cultural identity of our loosely defined
generation, and few can dispute that.
The secular movement against Harry
Potter, however, has earned considerably less
attention. This anti-Potter sentiment is not
one rooted in a fear of witchcraft corrupting
the minds of youth or in any religious doctrine that might find sorcery disagreeable.
Rather, the disinterest and rejection of the
series among certain youth circles represents
a peculiar counterculture movement against
an activity that, at one time unpopular, has
enjoyed soaring success.
Those who dislike the Harry Potter series
do not necessarily dislike reading. Many
even claim the series to be of a caliber below
their desired level of sophistication, citing
its assigned genre as children’s literature.
That said, the rejection of Harry by some
of our closest friends embodies an odd
phenomenon: It is the countermovement
to a countermovement in itself. Pre-Potter,
the idea of wizards and dragons seemed
too deeply ingrained in a fantasy context
to be accepted by a wider audience. To
think that, years later, a world of witchcraft
would be in the mainstream conscious as
something popular was baffling. Now, that
same disbelief lives on in the disdain some
feel towards Harry. A countermovement to
a countermovement solidifies the series’
place in the cultural canon, if albeit complicating the canon some.
I still admit, regardless of Harry Potter’s
mainstream popularity, my nerdish tendencies are alive and well, manifesting themselves in other avenues. It’s just harder to
explain my obsession with Ewoks in this column, and dignity is still (barely) a concern.

Madeline Hall is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major. She can be reached at
Madeline.Hall@tufts.edu.
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‘Vengeance’ portrays a family driven apart by a tragic past event
VENGEANCE
continued from page 5

diffuses into the audience, evoking feelings of sympathy and
anger toward almost all of the
characters onstage.
Yet some mumbled and
stuttered dialogue inhibits the
power behind a few important conversational moments.
When the performers attempt
to keep secrets from each
other, they sometimes succeed in keeping them from the
audience as well. The result is
a climax that is less profound
and a narrative that is less
comprehensible.
If the play fails to reach its
full potential, it is certainly
not because of its content. The
play’s themes address potent
issues, exploring the inescapable repercussions of a single
violent event. The most interesting aspects of the performance

are its explorations of justice,
truth and retribution.
The play questions these
assumptions of right and wrong
by juxtaposing clear moral
dichotomies with more subtle
ones. Though the victim’s family at the Thanksgiving dinner
table is clearly juxtaposed with
the murderer in prison, there
are less clearly defined binaries within the family structure
itself. For example, the patriarch of the family, Matthew
Horvath (Larry Pine), finds
himself judged by his youngest son Donald (Karl Baker
Olson) because of his desire
for vengeance. Matthew, like
his oldest son Woodrow (Lee
Tergesen), does not believe in
forgiveness for the man who
murdered his daughter.
While the entire family
uses religion to guide them in
dealing with the loss of their

greatly loved family member,
it is clear that they interpret
the Bible in vastly different
ways. When Matthew surprises Donald by reading the Old
Testament after Thanksgiving
dinner, Matthew explains that
he reads it for the parts where
the characters find retribution
against their enemies.
Donald’s approach to the
Bible is vastly different from his
father’s. This demonstrates how
the family can have important
and defining things in common,
such as religion, yet still have
starkly different approaches.
When Donald tells his father
that he wants to study ethics
and religion in college, it is a
pointed remark that reveals a
perceived shortcoming in his
family. For Donald, although
questions of religion and
morality are ever-present in his
family, he believes that these

are empty debates and that
morality itself is lacking.
It is clear that his relatives do
not always appreciate Donald’s
moral fortitude. When he puts
questions of morality above
family, he is seen as ungrateful and naive. By the end
of the play, the audience is
forced to agree with his family
members. Despite the morally
depraved behavior of the rest
of his family, Donald’s persistent moral judgments seem
obnoxious, thus contradicting
conventional expectations of
justice and character. There
are no heroes in this drama —
everyone is judged.
The surviving daughter,
Roanne (Katie Kreisler), and
the mother of the family,
Margaret (Roberta Wallach),
both put in strong performances. Roanne is the mediator for
the family, much the same way

that Kreisler’s acting holds the
performance together.
Roanne’s interjections in the
family’s arguments, reactions
to the persistently cold weather and futile attempts to quit
smoking are charming portrayals of a character in a bitterly
cold climate and a dark family
situation.
In the end, the family’s forced
unity comes at the cost of its disintegration. This contradiction
almost drives the performance
into emotional obscurity.
The family’s moment of mutual understanding unites them at
precisely the moment when they
realize that there exist permanent and irrevocable fractures
among them. The contradictions
between each family member’s
actions are a metaphor for the
difficult and intertwined definitions of love and retribution that
the play explores.

Exhibition highlights Scaasi’s pieces, emphasizes luxurious materials and designs
SCAASI
continued from page 5

socialites Steinberg and Joetta Norban.
Scaasi’s pieces can be characterized
by one word: luxury. Made from expensive imported silks and covered in fine
embroidery, it is hard to imagine attending a social gathering formal enough
to justify such outfits, yet for Scaasi’s
clients, his custom-made pieces were
perfect for glamorous events like New
York Galas and the Academy Awards.
The cut and design of Scaasi’s pieces
are fairly tame in comparison with contemporary fashion. Mainly made up of
strapless gowns and dress-and-jacket
ensembles, it is the quality of the fabric
and construction that makes Scaasi’s
pieces special. The exhibit serves as
a nice complement to this past fall’s
runway fashions, which emphasized

’50s-style feminine dresses and minimalist designs.
The MFA organized the exhibit by
client, attempting to demonstrate the
designer’s relationships with his customers as well as how he chose to
design each dress according to their
individual personalities. While Arlene
Francis’ dresses are feminine and playful, Norban’s emphasize wealth and status. Barbara Streisand’s are perhaps the
most telling and demonstrate her youthful and fashion-forward style. Made up
of empire-waist dresses, jumpsuits and
pantsuits, Streisand prioritized standing
out far above looking sexy.
The pieces are also organized chronologically to demonstrate the evolution of
Scaasi’s designs. Although Scaasi didn’t
allow the loudness of the 1980s or the
anti-fashion of the 1970s to affect his

MYSPACE.COM

The lead singer of Motion City Soundtrack looks exactly like an electrocuted Ted Mosby, of
‘How I Met Your Mother’ fame.

Animated performances pump up
audience at Say Anything show
CONCERT
continued from page 5

MCS’s set included cameos from the
other performers. Though lead-singer
Justin Pierre was unable to perform due to
illness, the show still went on. For most of
the original MCS tracks, Kenny Vasoli, former lead singer for The Starting Line and
current frontman of Person L, performed
on vocals.
Though Person L and the Starting Line
undoubtedly share a fan base with the touring bands, Vasoli’s acoustic crooning did
not mesh well with the highly synthesized
MCS songs. In some instances, he simply
wasn’t on key, though letting the audience
sing many of the lyrics lifted some of the
burden and kept things engaging. No one
seemed let down by the absence of Pierre
and his famous dreadlocks, a testament to
the catchy beat of the power-pop tunes and
the punch of their lyrics.
Chris Conley, lead singer for Saves the Day,
took over the final two songs of the MCS set.
His voice, which has a higher, clearer timbre,
was better-suited than Vasoli’s for the highly

synthesized songs, and with the band’s biggest mainstream hit “The Future Freaks Me
Out” (2003), the group was able to keep the
audience’s energy up.
Conley’s performance with the rest of
Saves the Day was solid, too. The set list
was well-chosen and included a lot of
the band’s older hits from the albums “In
Reverie” (2003) and “Stay What You Are”
(2001) as well as several new songs.
Saves the Day’s garage-band sound
translates well to live performance, with
crunchy, thrashing guitars and a raw,
unprocessed sound. Although Conley and
the other band members were not as animated or interactive with the audience as
Bemis was, Conley’s delivery was just as
earnest. His high-pitched, slightly nasal
voice seems the most sincere conveyor of
songs about rejection and love lost.
Before this show, I appreciated each of
these bands — though different in style
— for their intelligent lyricism. But there’s
something about hearing a whole crowd
of people chanting the words that gives
them new life.

pieces too dramatically, the organization
of the dresses allows for the viewer to
pick out subtle nuances in each decade.
Scaasi’s pieces demonstrate the enormous advantage of couture ensembles:
Each work is an individual piece of art,
made specifically to draw attention to
the best qualities of the wearer. Part of
this experience, however, is lost in the
museum’s exhibit due to the nature of
the display. Each dress, made to perfectly cling to the form of its buyer,
cannot possibly give the same effect on
a standardized, expressionless mannequin. Although the MFA added photos
to accompany the pieces themselves, the
effect is still slightly underwhelming.
Because fashion is an art form in
three dimensions, by lining each dress
up against a wall, part of the experience
is inevitably lost, as certain portions of

the dresses are hidden from view. With
the exception of the Barbara Streisand
ensembles placed in the center, it is
nearly impossible to get a full view of
any of Scaasi’s dresses.
Despite the drawbacks of the exhibit,
the MFA’s collection of Scaasi pieces
is an enjoyable sartorial time capsule
for those interested in the history of
American fashion. It gives an insight into
a type of design style that has fallen into
obscurity due to the popularity of readyto-wear clothing which, although often
a more simplified, inexpensive means
of designing clothing, does not generate
the same intimate experience as madeto-order fashion.
Scaasi’s couture dresses were clearly
not only an entrepreneurial venture, but
a successful attempt to create individual,
personalized pieces of wearable art.
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EDITORIAL | LETTERS

The implementation of full-body scanners and enhanced pat-down procedures in
airports across the country has stirred up a
storm of controversy in the past few weeks.
Many Jumbos traveling through Logan
Airport to return home for the Thanksgiving
break will likely find themselves at the forefront of this debate, since full-body scanners
were installed in Logan in March as part of
the Transportation Security Administration’s
(TSA) plan to deploy 1,000 of the scanners
— each costing around $150,000 — to U.S.
airports by the end of next year.
The use of full-body scanners is, understandably, a contentious issue, as the
machines transmit an outline of the passenger’s nude body to TSA agents. Critics around
the world have decried their emergence as
an invasion of privacy and a violation of basic
human rights.
Those selected for a scan can opt out,
instead facing a full pat down that many
have described as even more invasive than
the alternative.
In theory, the scanners are well worth the
discomfort of having an image of one’s body
scrutinized by strangers: The agents viewing
the scan are hidden from view from the passengers being scanned, and the images are
not stored electronically, minimizing the privacy risk. The TSA notes the scanners obscure
the face of the subject. The improved security
resulting from the installation of these scanners should outweigh the awkwardness of
this new measure.

Unfortunately, passengers have more
to fear from these machines than just the
potential uneasiness associated with the
images of the scans themselves. While the
Food and Drug Administration, the TSA and
numerous independent organizations have
stated that the radiation from the scanners
does not pose a health risk, other scientists
have reached a different conclusion.
A report by researchers at the University
of California, San Francisco found that, while
the amount of radiation to which the scanners expose passengers would be harmless
if the radiation were distributed throughout
the body, the fact that all the radiation is
absorbed by the skin may present a health
risk, particularly to the elderly and to immunocompromised individuals such as HIV
and cancer patients. They also reported that
a single malfunction in a scanner could result
in a dangerously intense dose of radiation to
a single spot on the skin.
Another study found that the radiation
caused by one type of scanner used by the
TSA could potentially “unzip” DNA, resulting in impaired gene expression and DNA
replication. The reports of potential health
risks are far from conclusive, but the Daily
believes a comprehensive study to assess
the long-term health risks of exposure to
the scanners should have been conducted
before their implementation in airports.
At present, there is not enough evidence
to conclude definitively that the scanners
are safe for use, and their potential risks

should overshadow any national security
concerns they address.
The privacy issues are also less straightforward than they appear, because there is
no guarantee that the data obtained by the
scanners will be erased as the TSA promises
it will be. The TSA requires that all the scanners installed in airports have the capability to save and store images, and tech blog
Gizmodo.com last week leaked 100 images
taken by a full-body scanner installed in a
Florida courthouse. The scanner was a model
similar to those used in airports.
In light of the fact that millions of men,
women and children stand to be have their
images recorded by these machines, the
potential for abuse is great, and the TSA
must take more steps to ensure that no
images that are recorded by the scanners
will be stored.
Furthermore, some sources have
raised doubts as to the effectiveness of the
machines. The scanners would not be able
to detect any explosives hidden underneath
the skin or inside body cavities, and several experts have testified that the scanners
would not have been able to detect the
explosives hidden in the underwear of Umar
Farouk Abdulmutallab, last year’s attempted
Christmas Day bomber.
While we do not oppose the scanners
on principle, their questionable effectiveness
does not justify the monetary cost, invasion
of privacy and potential health risks with
which they are associated.

warheads (which they do), the violent intent
behind firing these rockets at civilian targets
such as schools and hospitals cannot be
overlooked.
She has further claimed in multiple interviews (such as on USA Today’s “Talk Today”
in June 2003) that between the years 1997
and 2000, suicide bombings by Palestinian
terrorists did not account for a single Israeli
fatality in Israel. I doubt the families of the
two dozen civilians who happened to be in
the wrong place at the wrong time in this
period would take well to that statement.
I recognize the charged nature of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, especially at this
moment when we hope and pray that negotiations will resume and a lasting peace
will finally be achieved for the benefit of
all affected parties. Yet the sensitivity of the
timing serves to underscore my point: The

Israeli-Palestinian conflict causes enough
polarization. Any additional inflammation which occurs as a result of inaccurate
reporting should not be welcomed.
Many people attended Buttu’s lecture in
the hopes of gaining insight and clarity on
a complex and highly emotional issue. SJP
acted irresponsibly by inviting a speaker
who has misrepresented facts in the past.
Such misstatements only result in fanning
the flames of hostility rather than searching for common ground. A lasting peace in
this region will remain only a dream unless
people are exposed to accurate accounts
from all sides.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,
Regarding the Nov. 16 article “Activist,
former negotiator speak on Palestinian perspective”:
I find the fact that Tufts’ chapter of
Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) deemed
Diana Buttu to be an appropriate lecturer to
speak at Tufts on Nov. 15 quite disturbing.
The very fact that SJP in Palestine invited a
woman who has a history of manipulating
the truth to further her own agenda causes
me great concern.
A sampling of Ms. Buttu’s fabrications
can be garnered from interviews she gave
to Fox News and CNN in December 2008.
For instance, she claimed that the rockets
Hamas fires into Israel on a daily basis do
not contain explosive heads. Was she joking? And even if they did not have explosive

Sincerely,
Arielle Evans
Class of 2014
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The state of Tufts’ discourse on the Holy Land
BY STEPHANOS

KARAVAS

Tufts’ chapter of Students for Justice
in Palestine (SJP) has not yet reached a
first-semester milestone of existence, and
already, much controversy has been generated on campus directly or indirectly as a
result of its activities. It seems that many
students and faculty of all opinions on the
issue of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict have
taken notice of the increase in the heat of
the dialogue on campus.
At least according to my personal experience, the increased intensity of the dialogue on campus tends to be coupled with
a sense of apprehension regarding the
question of whether or not the direction
that campus discourse is taking is negative
or positive. As a member of both SJP and
the New Initiative for Middle East Peace
(NIMEP), I firmly believe that there ought
to not be too much uneasiness about the
nature of the dialogue on campus. Rather,
the increased intensity ought to be viewed
as a positive reflection of the vitality of the
issue on a campus where all sides’ exhortations tend to be cautious in nature.
The discourse on the Israeli-Palestinian
issue on most campuses around the United
States is characterized by a mutual lack of
respect and willingness to engage in honest discussion. In my experience, the proIsrael camps on college campuses tend to
isolate themselves from all discourse while
continuously feeling compelled to move
farther right on the political spectrum. The
pro-Palestinian camps feel the need to
demonstrate the plight of inhabitants of
the occupied territories by raising “apartheid walls” and setting up checkpoints on
campus which serve no purpose aside from
interrupting students’ daily routines while
leaving them with a poor impression of one
side of the debate. The common practices
of both camps are neither constructive nor
effective, but rather they are polarizing. It is
far from the quality of discourse we at Tufts
ought to aspire toward, and it should be
avoided at all costs.
It is simultaneously important to note that
Tufts currently does not play host to such
an atmosphere nor does it hold sufficient

potential for its propagation to occur. In my
experience, whether it has been through SJP,
NIMEP or in exchanges and conversations
with members of Tufts Friends of Israel, Tufts
Hillel, Chabad at Tufts, etc., I have found
the vast majority of the participants in this
debate to be rational people who allow their
intellect to take precedence over their emotions. That is not to say that intellect and
emotion must be divorced from each other
completely, but simply that the actions and
words of such organizations and individuals
on campus tend to be guided by calculated
measures as opposed to impulsive reactions.
There seems to exist an underlying culture of caution on campus on all sides of
the Palestinian-Israeli issue, a clear indicator of the sound health of the discourse.
Above all, I have noticed since my days
as a prospective student on campus that,
contrary to students who uphold a norm of
a combative political atmosphere on many
other campuses, Tufts students generally
demonstrate a genuine interest in understanding a different point of view — the idea
of taking part in an exchange as opposed to
a duel. All of the aforementioned factors
combine to provide for a campus atmosphere that disfavors the advent of a discourse on the Israeli-Palestinian issue that
would resemble what can be seen on other
campuses in the United States.
That said, there’s still room for improvement. Though I believe at least a few of the
exchanges in the Op-Ed section of the Daily
are a sign of the vitality of the issue on campus, many others don’t entirely share the
same point of view — rather, they see it as
an op-ed war. This zero-sum game mentality must stop. It is silly and childish. The fact
that Itai Thaler and other such individuals
feel compelled to write an opinion piece
in response to any event or expression of
pro-Palestinian sentiment on campus or
in campus media is outright immature. I’m
not questioning their right of expression;
rather, I am calling into question their use
— or rather abuse — of that right.
An unanswered op-ed should not be
construed by those who disagree with its
arguments as a defeat or injury to the
legitimacy of their views. If you have some

poignant or insightful view to share, by
all means write an op-ed. If you’re simply
looking to contradict something you heard
or read without offering the Tufts community any new knowledge or argument,
spare the newspaper some column space
and be proactive in decreasing any unnecessary tension on the issue.
There have been a number of occasions
in which certain articles have prompted me
to begin writing opinion pieces in opposition to the expressed views, but, in the end,
I either decided to scrap the op-eds or not
send them in. If the op-ed “war” has indeed
caused an increase in the tension surrounding the discourse on Israel and Palestine on
campus, changing it ought to begin at home.
Self-censorship is of the utmost importance
in further perpetuating the healthy and positive atmosphere of dialogue at Tufts.
There is absolutely nothing wrong in having a charged atmosphere on campus — as
long as mutual respect and honor are maintained. Tufts is not necessarily heading down
the wrong path in its discourse on Israel
and Palestine, but there is a noticeably less
comfortable and more apprehensive atmosphere on campus since the hosting of Nonie
Darwish at Tufts on March 11.
Self-restraint on a personal and corporate level must be the most important
guiding principle in tempering the conversation and keeping it from degenerating
into what can be witnessed on campuses
like Boston University’s and many others:
complete polarization that shuts down all
room for discourse.
Though I have used phrases like “proPalestinian” and “pro-Israel” in this article,
it’s for simplicity’s sake. From my experience,
the Tufts student body is home to a diverse
array of highly nuanced views that ought to
continue to be the source of a conversation
on the future of the Holy Land in which intellect presides over emotion.
Stephanos Karavas is a sophomore who has
not yet declared a major. He is on the executive board of the New Initiative for Middle
East Peace and is a member of Tufts’ chapter
of Students for Justice in Palestine.
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Obama’s biggest problem? Communication
BY

RAQUEL WOODRUFF

Washington Square News

Recently, President Barack Obama has
been widely criticized by both Democrats
and Republicans for failures in his economic policy, with claims that he isn’t
liberal enough. He is too soft on banks,
the stimulus was too small, health care
was a bust, he couldn’t even reach across
the aisle.
But what exactly is Obama doing that
isn’t working?
What many seem to overlook is Obama’s
failure on multiple occasions to effectively
communicate his policy to the American
people. Yes, Obama’s legislation is not without flaws. But in most cases, it is not his
policy itself that isn’t doing its job. Obama’s
problem lies in his failure to correctly
inform American citizens of the action he
took in the face of economic crisis.
With this said, let’s look at the biggest

component of Obama’s economic policy
thus far: the stimulus package.
Obama’s largest criticism from the left
is that his stimulus package should have
been larger. Indeed, a bigger stimulus was
essential for faster economic recovery, but
it would not have been politically feasible.
As I recall, Obama had a hard enough time
getting a $787 billion stimulus package
through Congress. How would he have
found the support for an even larger plan?
The stimulus package, believe it or not,
has helped. Without it, the unemployment rate would be even higher than it
is now. But why haven’t the American
people seen progress?
Ironically, the political moves our president has made — the stimulus package,
the increase in government debt, the bailout of the auto industry (all of which were
critical to averting a full-scale economic
depression) — are actually responsible for
his low poll numbers.

The fact is, housing prices have stabilized, the stock market has mobilized,
capital markets are operating normally
again and 95 percent of American [working-class] families have received $116 billion in tax cuts. But all Americans seem to
see is “poor” fiscal policy and an unemployment rate at a disheartening 9.6 percent. So what’s missing?
Communication. In the National
Journal, Obama himself said his policy
achievements were “a lot for me to be
able to communicate effectively to the
public in any coherent way.”
But this is no excuse. As much as I
believe Obama has improved the disastrous state of the economy, he has
undoubtedly neglected a major presidential responsibility: effective communication to the public. Once Obama starts
coherently informing us of his political
initiatives, he will be in much better shape
with the American people.

ori Amos once sang, “Sometimes I
hear my voice, and it’s been here silent
all these years.”
The double-edged sword of gender
inequality cuts both ways, resulting in a
problematic gendering of any and everything, an unending scrutiny of females and
their behaviors while males can often go
under the radar and escape detection. To
further generalize and simplify, women’s
bodies historically have always garnered
attention and policing, and it continues to
this day. However, such a contention may
be more evident than positing that men
have undergone a similar — and most
likely a much less stringent — system of
regulation. Because males are perceived as
the “norm” and “ungendered,” even scholarship on gender issues has fallen prey to
this blind spot and overlooked them. I’m
waxing poetic about this in order to establish that various factors, including what
I’ve just mentioned, function to silence
male victims of domestic violence (DV).
First, I’d like to address the unnecessary — to a certain extent — gendering
that occurs. According to the Bureau of
Justice Statistics Crime Data Brief from
2003, men accounted for about 15 percent of the victims of intimate partner
violence and women represented 85
percent of the victims. Such a gender
discrepancy understandably calls for a
much higher baseline of support and outreach to women but that does not necessitate the erasure and disregard for male
victims. Framing problems like DV as
gendered without provisions that seek to
address it holistically can thus result in a
problematic silencing of and preventable
ire on the part of the overlooked gender
— think men’s rights activism.
Furthermore, the statistics most likely
do not accurately represent the reality of
DV. Last week, I touched upon the gender
role strain that may result in men from a
failure to live up to expectations for their
gender performance. This relates directly
in that there exist cultural norms that
compel men to put on a macho facade that
insists upon an individualistic approach
to problems. Likely to keep their problems
to themselves and assume sole responsibility for handling them, men shun help
from others and resist any intervention
and interference. They probably internalize their feelings and are less likely to
articulate any forms of DV or their effects
of shame and fear. Of course, this is also
true among female victims, but it is more
likely that men will have to deal with more
disbelief and ridicule, a factor that pronounces the underreporting of DV among
male victims.
Although campaigns on DV bring awareness to the plight of women, the flip side of
this gendered approach perpetuates the
abuse of men within the domestic sphere,
as do our societal norms. Who is to say that
DV must stay within a gendered frame and
operate in an exclusionary way, especially
when victims are ignored and have a lack
of support?
Furthermore, relatively recent literature
on DV found comparable levels of abuse
and control in men and women, and surveys reported similar rates of assault and
its first instance among men and women.
That is not to say that DV is not a serious
problem for women, but it is imperative
to remember the male victims. I do not
mean to insinuate my own perspectives
and insist upon men’s issues as a primary
focus for feminism, but I do believe it
is necessary to recognize the wide-range
effects of gender inequality and address
issues with a more universal approach
that can still accommodate and emphasize
women’s issues. Despite the fact that men
as a group wield more power and influence
than women as group, men as individuals
may not necessarily benefit to such an
extent. Therefore, we must reframe DV
outside of a gendered lens.
Elisha Sum is a senior majoring in English
and French. He can be reached at Elisha.
Sum@tufts.edu.

OP-ED POLICY The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Housing
42 Bromfield, 5 BR APT
This great 5 bedroom apartment
is conveniently located and just
a few steps to campus nearby to
Lower Campus Road & Dearborn
Road. It has hardwood floors
throughout the apartment, along
with a new fully appliance kitchen
with a dishwasher, disposal, fridge,
stove & over the stove microwave.
Non-coin-op laundry and additional
storage in basement. Off-street
parking included. $3,250/month.
Available June 1, 2011. Call Angela
at 617-852-2215 or e-mail: angelam@darinassociates.com to set
up for a showing.

Housing
3BR Apt for Rent
Furnished, quiet and bright 3 BR
Apt- 21 Day St, Somerville (near
Davis Sq), avail 2/1/11, space for 3
students or family + living room,
dining room, eat-in kitchen, dishwasher, washer/dryer, hard wood
floors, 1 car off-street. pkg, $
2.175/mo excl. electricity and gas.
Contact: bernhard.ehrenzeller@
unisg.ch
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Housing

Housing

42 Bromfield Rd, 4 BR APT
Somerville, nearby to Lower
Campus Road & Dearborn Road.
It has hardwood floors throughout
the apartment, a new fully appliance kitchen. Non-coin-op laundry
and additional storage in basement. Off-street parking included.
$2,800/month. Available June 1,
2011. Call Angela at 617-852-2215
or e-mail:angelam@darinassociates.com to set up for a showing.

Apt for Rent
well located. available. 5 bedroom
+ 4 bedroom equals 9 bedroom in
same building. Also, 6 bedroom+4
bedroom equals 10 bedroom same
building. call 617-448-6233

Housing

Apts for Rent
Well located. Available school year
2011-2012. 4 bedrooms. one 5
bedrooms. one six bedrooms. call
617-448-6233

Wanted

College Ave 5 BR Apt
2 1/2 Baths, kitchen, living room,
off-street parking, w/d basement.
Available June 1, 2011. Rent:
$3250. First and last month rent
required. Tenants pay utilities.
Larger apts available. Call Guy
(617) 590-7656.

$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Become a California Cryobank
donor and earn up to $1,200/
month, receive free health and
infectious disease testing, and
help people fulfill their dreams
of starting a family. Convenient
Cambridge location. Apply online:
SPERMBANK.com

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

WOMEN’S SQUASH

Jumbos hold their ground in early slate of matches
BY

BEN KOCHMAN

Daily Editorial Board

Five matches into the season, the
women’s squash team is what it was
expected to be — a team firmly
entrenched in the national top 25.
In a busy five-match weekend,
the No. 23 Jumbos were blanked
by three teams in front of them
in the Women’s College Squash
Association rankings — No. 10
Brown, No. 12 Bates and No.13
Mount Holyoke — and held their
own against two teams close on
their heels, No. 29 Smith and No. 24
Conn. College.
“We have no regrets and we’re
happy with how we played,” senior
co-captain Valerie Koo said. “We’re
happy that we beat the teams that
we should have beat, and we got
some good experience against three
great teams.”
The team on Sunday split a
double-header against Smith and

Mount Holyoke, losing to the Lyons
9-0 and dispatching the Pioneers
8-1.
In the Smith match, junior Alix
Michael, who had recently ascended to the top spot on the ladder,
dominated 11-4, 11-2, 11-6. The
lone Tufts loss came from sophomore Caitlin Doherty, who along
with fellow sophomore Risa Meyers,
is playing her first season with
the team and learning as she goes
along.
Meyers was one of two Jumbos to
go to games in Saturday’s NESCAC
matchup with the Camels at
Belmont Hill School in Belmont,
Mass. The matchup was part of the
Boston Round Robin Tournament
that Tufts won 6-3. Meyers lost in
five, but sophomore Hafsa Chaudry
prevailed in her match in the No. 7
singles slot, helping Tufts earn two
victories over teams below them in
the standings, wins that are crucial
for a team that aims to maintain its

standing in the national C Division.
“If we had dropped the match
to Smith or Conn. College, we
might have dropped back into the
D Division,” sophomore Ushashi
Basu said. “It’s important for us to
stay above those teams.”
Early on in the season, the team
is already feeling good about having its own coach, Belkys Velez, as
opposed to sharing coach Doug
Eng with the men’s team as before.
Instead of practicing at the same
location, the men’s and women’s
teams have been switching off
this season between Belmont Hill
and Harvard.
“Our new coach is awesome,”
Basu said. “The guys and girls used
to overlap practice, and now we
have a lot more time to do drills.
We’re working harder at practice
and doing more conditioning.”
The development of the inexperienced Doherty and Meyers
will be key as the season wears

on, and the seasoned veterans
have taken it upon themselves to
teach the youngsters the ingredients of success.
“They’re both completely new to
squash, which is special, I guess,”
Koo said. “We usually get girls who
have played in high school. But they
will improve and get more match fit
with every competition.”
“It’s been definitely nerve-wracking, because it’s such an individual
sport,” Doherty said. “The older
girls on the team just told me to
ignore the people watching, and
[junior co-captain Mercedes Barba]
told me to think of a song in my
head as I played, which helped.”
Tufts’ landslide win over Smith
was especially impressive, given
that Vassar, a team that the Jumbos
will face later in the season, only
beat the Pioneers 6-3. With Sunday’s
win, the Jumbos moved to 2-3 on
the year, and will continue their
fall slate on Dec. 2 at Wellesley — a

team that recently leapfrogged from
No. 30 to No. 28 in the national
standings — and the following day
at Wesleyan.
The Jumbos will play challenge
matches against each other to gear
up for these contests.
“Last week, I lost to Alix, so I’ll
be playing [team No.3] Mercedes
next in practice,” Koo said. “We’re
always challenging each other, to
make sure that the ladder is as
accurate as possible and to keep
us all motivated.”
According to Koo, the key
in the Wellesley and Wesleyan
matches will be the team’s depth,
and these matches will be a good
gauge of Doherty’s and Meyers’
improvement.
“It will depend a lot on the mid
to the bottom of our ladder,” she
said. “We’ll see how much the bottom of the ladder has improved. If
we can do that, we’ll have a good
chance at beating them.”

INSIDE THE NFL

Favorites emerge: The Daily power ranks the NFL
Each year in the NFL, trends
emerge and juggernauts show their
strength by Week 9. Like every season, we see a few upstarts, such as
this year’s Chiefs and Buccaneers,
who show that they can beat up
on weaker teams and hang with
the usual top dogs. Bandwagon
picks like the 49ers and Cowboys
have shown their flaws and have
been exposed as pretenders, while
preseason favorites like the Vikings
have shown, well, inappropriate
things — the kind of things that
don’t equal success on the gridiron.
Teams that pound the football on
the ground still don’t get the ‘W’
that teams with elite QBs do, and
concussions are still making us wonder whether we’ll be watching twohand touch football in 10 years.
However, last year we saw the
Colts and the Saints jump out to
10-0 starts, pulverizing opponents
on their way to an inevitable Super
Bowl matchup. This year, parity
reins supreme and apparent Super
Bowl favorites have constantly been
knocked down and sent back to
the pack. Teams have slid up and
down various power rankings, but
finally two teams have separated
themselves from the rest of the
league and shown their Super Bowl
aspirations are for real. Week 11
has come and gone, and finally two
teams have the guts to stand up
and say, “No one else wants this?
Okay. We’re taking it.” So, without further ado, The Daily presents
you with our NFL Power Rankings.
(Note: this was written before last
night’s game between the Chargers
and Broncos).
THE FAVORITES
1a. Patriots (8-2)
The Patriots slipped up in Week 2 to
the Jets and got steamrolled by the
Great White Buffalo named Peyton
Hillis and the Cleveland Browns in
Week 9. However, their resume
speaks for itself. A gutsy overtime
win over the Ravens followed by an
impressive win at the Chargers set
the tone for their season. And in

the past two weeks, we have seen
the vintage Patriots that brought
them so much glory over the past
decade. Brady looked like Tom of
old as he threw all over the vaunted
Steelers defense en route to a shellacking of the Gold and Black. The
Pats carried that momentum back
home to Foxboro and held strong
for a season-defining victory in the
Manning-Brady Bowl XII. With a
little bit of luck, timely defensive
stops and Brady spreading the ball
everywhere, this team looks all too
familiar to the successful Pats of
the past.
1b. Eagles (7-3)
Michael Vick, LeShean McCoy,
Jeremy Maclin and DeSean Jackson.
There is no conceivable way for
defensive coordinators to game-plan
for them. With Vick playing the best
football of his life and the defense
forcing timely turnovers, the Eagles
are legit. They are undefeated with
Vick as their starter — excluding
the loss to Washington where Vick
was knocked out in the first quarter
— and he is showing maturity and
poise as the unquestioned leader
of the Eagles. If Vick stays healthy,
there will be no one to stop Philly’s
run through the NFC.

against, say, the Ravens? We don’t
think so.
4. Falcons (8-2)
5. Ravens (7-3)
The home warriors. Perfect at home,
imperfect on the road. Both teams
have young QBs whose numbers
are infinitely better at home. If either
of these teams gets their conferences’ respective No. 1 seeds, which is
seemingly possible, then they could
be playing in Dallas in February.
ALMOST THERE
6. Saints (7-3)
We want to cut America’s sweethearts some slack because they’re
clearly suffering from a Super Bowl
hangover and, even with a threegame winning streak, we still don’t
entirely trust them. With only one
impressive win over Pittsburgh and
a soft schedule to close out the year,
we don’t see them repeating.
7. Packers (7-3)
The jury is still out on the Packers,
who have been devastated by injuries on both sides of the ball. Check
back in three weeks when they
have the team on the field that will
be playing in the playoffs.

THE CONTENDERS

THE PRETENDERS

3. Jets (8-2)
Yes, something needs to be said
about how they find ways to win
games that seem unwinnable. And
yes, Mark Sanchez does have biggame experience from last season’s
playoff run. However, there’s something that doesn’t feel right about
Gang Green. This team could easily
be 4-4 with questionable victories
over Denver (fourth-and-long passinterference-turned-win), Detroit
(down 10 with five minutes left),
Cleveland (overtime recovered fumble) and Houston (game-winning
drive with less than a minute left).
That’s not a list of opponents that
strikes fear into anyone’s hearts, so
we wonder, can the Jets repeat this
magic on the road in the playoffs

8. Steelers (7-3)
The losses of Max Starks and Aaron
Smith for the season reveal their
lack of depth.
9. Colts (6-4)
Peyton Manning’s pick in the final
seconds against the Pats was
uncharacteristically brainless as they
were well-within Vinatieri’s fieldgoal range and could have forced
overtime. The absence of Dallas
Clark and key linebackers, coupled
with a lack of ground support, have
proven to be too much for Manning
to overcome this season.
10. Giants (6-4)
Now two weeks removed from
looking like the class of the NFC,

the Giants are now 1-2 in the division with quarterback Eli Manning’s
play quickly turning south as he has
already amassed 16 interceptions.

exposed in blowout losses.

11. Buccaneers (7-3)
12. Chiefs (6-4)
These two teams have surprised
the entire league with their inspired
play: the Chiefs with their stellar
running game and the Bucs with
their fearless second-year QB Josh
Freeman. They play hard and have
great foundations for the future,
however, they both lack elite playmakers and the experience to make
a deep playoff run.

20. Texans (4-6)
The Texans are like a really attractive girl who keeps texting you and
saying she wants to meet up and
then repeatedly stands you up. You
know she’s bad for you and that
you should just walk away but, no,
you give them one more chance.
Well, you know what? We (and the
rest of the football world) are done
believing you. We don’t care how
dynamic and sexy you are -- hey,
Andre Johnson -- we’re breaking
things off with you.

13. Bears (7-3)
The Bears have a smothering defense
with opposing defenses smothering Jay Cutler. Their league-leading
defense (only allowing 14.6 ppg)
has carried them to a 7-3 start but
their league-worst 37 sacks allowed
will be their ultimate downfall. If
they manage to sneak in the playoffs they should be an easy out.
SAME OL’
14. Chargers (4-5)
Every year they seem to start slow
then run off a lengthy win streak
and win the weak AFC West. Rivers
and Gates are playing better than
ever and they are an offensive monster at home. We can’t count them
in yet because of their record, but
we won’t be surprised when they’re
10-6 and hosting a playoff game.
CONSISTENTLY INCONSISTENT
15. Titans (5-5)
16. Jaguars (6-4)
17. Redskins (5-5)
18. Dolphins (5-5)
19. Raiders (5-5)
Each team either sports impressive
wins over contenders or has held
a three-game winning-streak, yet
none can seem to put the pieces
together and play consistent football. Their glaring holes, which
are keeping them from being
contenders, have been blatantly

HOUSTON,
PROBLEM

WE

HAVE

A

WE’RE SICK OF HEARING ABOUT
YOU
21. Cowboys (3-7)
22. Vikings (3-7)
Go away and leave us alone.
WE APPRECIATE YOUR EFFORTS
23. Browns (3-7)
It was fun while it lasted. Now you
can return to being bad.
THE NFC WEST
24. Seahawks (5-5)
25. Rams (4-6)
26. Cardinals (3-7)
27. 49ers (3-7)
One of these teams has to make the
playoffs … we’re shuddering.
HOW ABOUT THAT DRAFT IN
APRIL?
28. Broncos (3-6)
29. Lions (2-8)
30. Bills (2-8)
31. Bengals (2-8)
MAYBE YOU SHOULD TRY THE
UFL
32. Panthers (1-9)
You might be .500 over there.
—by Alex Arthur
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CROSS COUNTRY

ALEX PREWITT | LIVE FROM MUDVILLE

Wilfert and Marks rep Tufts at NCAAs
BY

LAUREN FLAMENT

Daily Editorial Board

The men’s and women’s cross country teams collectively sent two athletes
to the NCAA Div. III Cross Country
Championships on Saturday, and while
each fared well, neither felt they performed
as strongly as they could have.
On the women’s side, senior tri-captain
Amy Wilfert made her third and final appearance in the race. She took 50th out of 279
competitors, finishing in a time of 22:01.0 on
the 6,000-meter course at Wartburg College
in Waverly, Iowa.
Wilfert was just under 15 seconds out of
the top 35 finishers, who each earned AllAmerican honors. She had secured such
honors with her 31st place finish in 2009,
while, in 2008, Wilfert took 48th, and, like
this year, finished a mere 15 seconds out of
the top 35.
“I was disappointed with my finish just
because my expectations were very high
based on how I finished last year, but overall
I think it was a good race for me,” Wilfert
said. “It was very cold and windy, and I was
constantly surging, trying to pass people but
wasn’t going anywhere. I think it was just
a really competitive field this year, so that
made it tough.”
Wilfert had struggled with injuries this
summer and took longer to get back into
the groove of racing this season than most.
She said that her expectations might have
been too high.
“That I finished basically as well as I did
sophomore year shows that I still improved
a lot at the end of the season and that I
ended on a good note. Even though I was
not happy with my place, it was probably

one of my best races of the season.”
Wilfert finished 12th among athletes from
New England, the region that dominated the
race, with two athletes finishing in the top
five.
In a field of 32 teams, the four qualifying
New England teams all finished in the top
eight. Middlebury took the team title, continuing to show its tight pack. The Panthers’
top five had a spread of a mere 26 seconds
and were, interestingly, the only team in the
top five without at least one All-American.
The Panthers, who have now won six titles
since 2000, were accompanied in the top five
by MIT and Williams.
“I think this race showed that the New
England region is the strongest region in the
nation right now,” Wilfert said. “We had four
teams in the top eight, and I think if Colby
had been there, they would have been in the
top 12.” Colby finished fifth at regionals but
was not awarded a bid.
“[The race] shows that our region is more
competitive than it has been in a while,”
Wilfert said.
On the men’s side, in his first appearance on the national scene, sophomore Kyle
Marks took 64th among the 279 competitors.
He finished in an impressive time of 25:14.9
on the 8,000-meter course, setting a personal
record for an 8k by nearly 40 seconds.
As a runner who likes to go out hard,
Marks used the very flat course to his
advantage.
“I was really happy with [my race]. I did
pretty much exactly what I wanted to do to
have a good race, and I was really excited,”
Marks said. “I planned on getting out really
well toward the front of the race and then
settling back into a pack and trying not to
fall off the pace too much in the middle

miles of the race, and then be able to pick
people off in the last mile, and that’s pretty
much exactly what I did.”
After taking 12th at the NCAA New
England Regional Championship race last
weekend, Marks made a huge jump to finish fourth on Saturday among runners from
New England, edging out several athletes
who beat him in their last faceoff.
Unlike the women’s race, the men’s was
not dominated by New England, with MIT in
12th leading the way for the region.
“I think the big surprise was that New
England didn’t have any individual AllAmericans, but that was more because of
how good the other regions were individually,” Marks said. “I don’t think too many
people from New England had a bad race,
but the race itself was very competitive.”
Haverford earned the title of national
champions with a score 17 points ahead
of the second-place finisher, North Central
College (Ill.). All five of Haverford’s scorers
earned All-American honors, and their top
runner earned the individual title.
“I definitely think that if there was any
nervousness or anxiety about me not feeling
that I belong at nationals, that went away
with the race,” Marks said. “It also shows how
our team, especially next year, will belong at
nationals, because I think we’re a team that
would peak for nationals. I definitely think
that my season peaked for this race, so in that
sense it’s exciting for our team.”
The races on Saturday ended a successful collegiate cross country career for Wilfert
and represented just the beginning of Marks’
campaign on the national level.
Editor’s Note: Lauren Flament is a member of
the women’s cross country team.
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Jumbos’ dominating win followed by loss to Warriors
BASKETBALL
continued from page 12

said. “Liz did a great job offensively;
she had the hot hand all game. Tiffany
led us on defense, and she really got
after it, getting into the passing lanes
for steals and pushing the ball out in
the break.”
The Jumbos shot 58 percent from
the field and 50 percent from distance
against Lasell, numbers more typical of
such a strong shooting side.
Though Tufts did not walk away with
the trophy, Kornegay and Hart earned
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SPORTS

individual recognition for their performances over the weekend, as both were
named to the All-Tournament squad.
Kornegay shined against the Lazers,
tallying 19 points, five rebounds and
three steals, while Hart reached double
digits in both games and also did a
good job of crashing the boards.
The Jumbos will get some welldeserved rest after the busy tournament weekend. They are off until
Sunday, when they will meet Brandeis
in a key out-of-conference matchup.
The Judges are perennially one of the

top teams in New England and have
already dismounted one NESCAC
team this season, trouncing Conn.
College 68-36.
Tufts will need to step up its game if
it hopes to compete.
“Playing such a good team [this
weekend], we now know what we need
to work on,” Kornegay said. “We saw
our flaws, so we can spend this next
week working on those and getting
better. We are going to get better, both
offensively and defensively. I’m looking
forward to Brandeis.”

The history
of Turkey
Day

I

n a generation inundated with Facebook,
BlackBerrys, Tweets and twits, we seem to
have lost touch with history. Sure, dates
get robotically memorized in order to adequately pass tests — in 1492, Columbus sailed
the ocean blue — but these lessons hardly
bear any realistic application once class gets
out. It may come up once or twice in a bar
conversation or maybe if you become a high
school history teacher. That’s about it.
But I think it’s time that we get in touch with
our roots, that we journey back into the past
to discover the true origins of some of society’s
greatest conquests.
I’m talking, of course, about the history of
football on Thanksgiving.
When we return to our familiar abodes
on Thursday, some will gorge on turkey and
others will stuff their faces with mashed
potatoes. The common denominator, however, will be football. Good, old-fashioned,
red-blooded American football. Don’t give
me any of that overseas-sport-that-actuallyuses-your-feet nonsense. I’m talking pigskins
and cheerleaders only.
Contrary to popular belief, the history of
football on Thanksgiving actually extends
back to the very first traditional incarnation
of Thanksgiving, held in 1621 at Plymouth
Plantation in Massachusetts. There, the
American Indians and the new settlers gathered for a feast and enjoyed a little touch football when they ran out of witches to burn.
In the very first Thanksgiving football
game ever, the aptly named Sexy Settlers took
down the Squanto-led Wampanoag Tribe,
700-0. Of course, the results of this game
are widely disputed in historical textbooks,
largely because the settlers refused to give the
Native Americans the ball, citing a frequently misquoted rule that states that “Native
Americans have no rights and consequently
cannot play offense.”
Against the Wampanoags, Brett Favre threw
for a Thanksgiving-record 3,481 yards and 82
touchdowns, prompting the announcer —
the only pilgrim not to participate, as he was
too busy stuffing his face with turkey — to
coin the term “gun-slinger,” as Favre literally
used a musket to defend himself whenever his
opponents blitzed on first down. At least there
weren’t any cell phones back then.
In between that first day and the 20th
century, the world of Thanksgiving football
entered into the so-called “Dark Ages.” War
took precedent over games, and gridirons were
traded in favor of trenches. But the sport was
resurrected in 1973 when “A Charlie Brown
Thanksgiving” was shown on CBS. The opening scene, in which Lucy convinces Charlie
that kicking a football is Thanksgiving tradition, re-stoked the proverbial fires of history
and brought back what was once lost.
Of course, modern-day Thanksgiving football did not really take off until the popular
sitcom “Friends” (1994-2004) aired a 1996 episode in which the gang played a game of touch
in the local park while waiting for the turkey
to cook. Though “historians” will stake their
claim on the fact that the first Thanksgiving
football game was actually played in 1920, few
will argue with the notion that this wonderful tradition finally became socially relevant
when Chandler and Joey comically hit on that
hot Dutch girl.
Perhaps one of the greatest moments in
history came on Nov. 23, 2000, when Detroit
Lions quarterback Charlie Batch threw for 194
yards and one touchdown while also rushing
for 17 yards and another score. As the MVP of
the Thanksgiving Day Classic, Batch also gave
my fantasy football team a much-needed win.
That’s really the only reason why he’s included.
(As a side note, my squad this year that was
previously winless finally won a game this
week. Three cheers for me. Yay.)
So this year, on the historic 389-year anniversary of the very first Thanksgiving football
game, take the time to reflect on the moment.
Whether you’re at home, on the couch, checking out Tom Brady’s luscious locks while
dreaming about diving face-first into a bowl of
queso dip or just out on the high school fields
reliving your glory days with some old buddies, remember the past and consider yourself
lucky to be part of such a grand tradition.

Alex Prewitt is a junior majoring in English
and religion. He can be reached on his blog
at http://livefrommudville.blogspot.com or
followed on Twitter at @Alex_Prewitt.
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MEN’S SQUASH

Men’s squash team goes 1-5 in opening weekend play
BY

MATT BERGER

Daily Staff Writer

Senior captain Alex Gross knew
that it could be a difficult opening weekend for the No. 20 men’s
squash team.
“We knew that it was going
to be a test for us physically and
mentally, with six matches in three
days against equal or much higherranked teams,” Gross said. “For me,
I wanted to see the way our players
responded to the higher-paced play
of better opponents.”
In their first Boston Round Robin
match on Friday night, the Jumbos
had trouble responding to the superior skill and shot-making ability of
14th-ranked Brown. The Jumbos
were thoroughly dominated by the
Bears, losing every individual match
3-0 except at the No.1 spot, where
Gross suffered a hard-fought loss in
four games: 12-10, 11-9, 8-11, 11-7.
The Jumbos on Saturday faced a
tough triple-header slate of games
against Bates, Navy and Conn.
College, all of which are ranked
among the nation’s top 15 by the
College Squash Association.
At this point in the tournament,
overall stamina and athleticism
became even more important for
Tufts, a team that was forced to play
scrappily all weekend to win points
against such difficult competition.
“We’ve done this before,” coach
Doug Eng said, “But it’s pretty tough
to play this much in a weekend. It’s
like running a marathon. If we win,
it’s because we fight harder and are
steady in the backcourt. We don’t
win on pure talent.”
Although Tufts fell to Bates and
Navy, 8-1 and 9-0, respectively,

the team’s overall play improved
dramatically. Against the No. 12
Bobcats, the Jumbos picked up
their first individual match win of
the season as Gross defeated Bates’
Nick Echeverria in four very competitive games. Freshmen Michael
Abboud and Jeremy Ho, playing at
No. 4 and No. 7 respectively in the
Jumbos’ starting lineup, came just
a few points short of winning their
matches against Bates, both losing
in four games.
Tufts salvaged its final match on
Saturday, however, with a muchneeded 5-4 win against the No. 26
Conn. College Camels.
“We knew that Conn. College
was going to be the match that we
really needed to win on Saturday,”
Gross said. “At the bottom of the
lineup, they were very strong and
took those matches. However, some
of our other players really stepped
up their games and pulled out critical wins.”
In addition to Gross, who lost
yet another five-game thriller, others elevated their game in winning
efforts against the Camels, according to Eng.
“[Senior] Andrew Kim is always
battling and came back from two
games down against Conn. College,”
Eng said. “Then [freshman] Tesfa
Hailu won his fifth game, 13-11, to
secure the match. He really gutted
that one out for us.”
Besides Kim and Hailu, senior
Ben Rind, junior Henry Miller and
Abboud won against the Camels,
giving Tufts the five individual wins
needed to pull out a tight victory.
After a quick rest Saturday
night, Tufts returned to the court
on Sunday afternoon for its final

ANDREW MORGENTHALER/TUFTS DAILY

Senior Andrew Kim, above last fall, had a clutch five-game win against Conn. College in a 5-4 Jumbos win —
the team’s first victory of the season.
two matches of the weekend. The
Jumbos continued to battle hard but
lost both to Williams and Stanford
to finish the grueling weekend 1-5.
“Throughout the weekend, we
were playing too many defensive
shots in the backcourt and not
jumping on opportunities like other
teams did,” Eng said. “We have to
set up earlier and set up better. In
practice, we’ll be working on creating more offense for the players.”

Although Eng was not satisfied
with the Jumbos’ overall offensive
shot-making, he praised the team’s
continued effort against very strong
competition.
“In general, there’s a lot of fight
in them,” Eng said. “We’re good at
hustling and using the backcourt.
This team, overall, plays a very fundamental game.”
“Everyone played hard in every
match, even when we faced teams

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

FIELD HOCKEY

Women’s basketball team sees mixed
results in its opening games
BY

ETHAN STURM

Daily Editorial Board

For the second straight year, the
Jumbos could not emerge unscathed
from a turbulent opening weekend.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
(0-0 NESCAC, 1-1 OVERALL)
Eastern Tip-Off Tournament
Willimantic, Conn., Sunday
Tufts
21 22 — 43
East. Conn 34 23 — 57
Willimantic, Conn., Saturday
Tufts
Lasell

54
20

34 — 88
14 — 34

Returning to the Eastern Connecticut
Tip-Off Tournament for the first time
since winning it in 2008, Tufts on
Saturday thoroughly dominated an
overmatched Lasell side to advance to
the tournament final.
But the team struggled to find its
touch on Sunday, falling to the host
Warriors 57-43 while shooting only 23
percent from the field.
The weekend was eerily reminiscent
of last year’s opening tournament, in
which the Jumbos traveled down to New
Paltz State only to fall to the hosts in a
double overtime final.
A slow start on Sunday played a large
part in the disappointing defeat. After
sophomore Samantha Tye hit a jumper
to tie the game 2-2, Tufts missed its

ranked much higher than us,” Miller
said. “I think since these were the
first matches, it’s obvious the team
was not playing its best, but this is
not to say we didn’t play well. We
had a fun weekend, got a lot of great
practice and figured out what we
each need to work on to play at a
higher level. We will stay active over
Thanksgiving break and train hard
next week, so we should be ready for
[the] Wesleyan [match on Dec. 3].”

next four straight shots while Eastern
Connecticut went on a 9-0 run, forcing
coach Carla Berube to burn a timeout
early to attempt to rally the team.
“Nothing could fall for us,” junior
guard Tiffany Kornegay said. “I know
that personally, I was rushing my shots.
Their defense was pretty intense.”
The Jumbos found some rhythm out
of the timeout, but the Warriors kept
pace, going shot for shot with Tufts until
senior guard Brittany Whiteley hit a big
three to extend their lead to 12. The
Jumbos did not get within 10 points of
the Warriors for the rest of the half.
Little changed in the second frame.
Tufts started out by missing its first six
shots while Eastern Connecticut extended its lead to 19. Though some late pressure from the Jumbos finally cut the lead
to nine with just under three minutes to
play, the Warriors did enough to seal the
victory.
The Jumbos’ biggest problem on
Sunday was finishing possessions. The
squad held the Warriors to just 57 points
and totaled 21 offensive rebounds,
including five each by senior tri-captain
Colleen Hart and sophomore forward
Bre Dufault. But the Jumbos only converted those boards into seven secondchance points, a number that needs
to improve as the Jumbos enter the
NESCAC season.
Tufts was also uncharacteristically
poor from beyond the arch, only shooting 3 for 21 from long distance. Hart and
sophomore Collier Clegg, both known
for their outside shooting, were only 1-6
and 2-10, respectively.
“Eastern is a very experienced team,

they play great team defense and move
the ball well on offense,” Hart said.
“They forced us to take some tough
shots, especially as the shot clock ran
down a few times. But overall, we did
not do a good job executing our offense
and knocking down the open looks that
we did get.”
With 27 points on the weekend, Hart
moved within 100 of the Tufts all-time
scoring record.
For everything that went wrong on
Sunday, just as much went right on
Saturday. After exchanging baskets early,
the Jumbos went on an 11-point run
that included 7 points from Kornegay.
They did not stop there, extending the
lead to 54-17 before the half, largely
on the strength of strong shooting by
the experienced tandem of Hart and
Kornegay.
“It was more of a running game for
us,” Kornegay said. “It was just fast
breaks and layups. It felt good winning
by that much to get the team confident
and see what we can do together in our
first official game.”
The massive margin allowed Tufts to
get everyone involved. Every member
of the squad played at least 12 minutes
in Saturday’s game. While Kornegay and
Hart led the team in scoring, the Jumbos
also got strong performances from some
of their younger talent. Dufault had 10
points, while Clegg had 9 and freshman
Liz Moynihan had 13. The final score
was a lopsided 88-34.
“It was nice to see everyone contribute, especially the newcomers,” Hart

Three Jumbos make
All-American team
The field hockey team may have
suffered an early exit from the
NCAAs, but that did not stop the
Longstreth/National Field Hockey
Coaches Association from giving
three Jumbos All-American honors.
Tufts tied Skidmore with two players on the first team — senior Tamara
Brown and junior Taylor Dyer. Senior
midfielder Amanda Roberts was
named to the second team.
Brown, a two-time defending
NESCAC Player of the Year, has now
been named to the All-American
team for three years running. Her
24 goals and seven assists helped
launch Tufts to a regular season conference title.
Dyer’s defense earned her NESCAC
Defensive Player of the Year honors.
This is her first All-American team
selection.
Roberts had only one goal and
four assists this season, but her command of the Jumbos attack earned
her a third All-American selection.
For the past two years, the senior
has been named to the third team,
but this year, she moved up to the
second team.
The 2010 Jumbos lost in the NCAA
Second Round to Middlebury. Tufts’
NESCAC archrival Bowdoin — a team
that the Jumbos beat 1-0 in the
season finale but then lost to 3-0 in
the NESCAC Championship and the
2008 National Championship game
— took home its third national title
in four years with a shootout win last
week in the finals against Messiah.
—by Ben Kochman
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