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Letters 

Dear Chris and Company, 

Thanks for the copies of THE SOURCE you sent, the names have changed, but at least I still get the jokes. I do have one bone to 
pick, though (not bad if there’s just one in two whole issues). 

In the editorial of your orientation issue you state: “There are only a handful of conservative professors on the entire Tufts 
faculty, most of whom are afraid to speak out for fear of risking their chances of tenure.” I am afraid that your characterization of 
conservative professors is far from the mark. Rather than fear, two other emotions keep Tufts conservative professors quiet: despair 
and disdain. 

First despair. Transient students can only imagine what it is like to see the campus continually sliding further and further from 
its ideal form, but employment of that imagination paints a dreary picture. With average grades drifting higher and higher in the 
B+ range and the attendance in once required seminars drifting down into the lower digits, who would not despair? In my years 
at Tufts, it never ceased to amaze me that students paying thousands of dollars a year for an education would actually seekout classes 
in which they would not have to learn anything. I can only begin to understand the frustration professors must feel after years of 
such decline. 

Next disdain. What are the petty squabbles of sophomoric students and professors compared to the eternal truths of Paradise 
Lost , the Principia, or the Navier-Stokes Equation? The professors I thought best at Tufts devoted so much energy to teaching, 
that they would never think of themselves on politics. I also found that those promoting an “agenda” didn’t do enough to promote 
education. I am afraid that students are left with a simple choice: do they want professors who are politicians or professors who 
are teachers? I know what my choice is. 

There are all sorts of ways of fighting the political battle. When we look back at another struggle to keep the barbarians at bay, 
we admire the Roman centurion defending the dying light of the empire. But it is the monkish scribe whom we must thank for our 
knowledge of him. 

Keep up the good work, a few more legions might save civilization yet. 

Chuck Marks ‘92 

Get Tufts’ Voice of Reason for Just $25! 
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Commentary 
L.A. Law? 

On October 18, segments of the black community of Los 
Angeles rejoiced in the acquittals of Damian “Football” 
Williams and Henry Watson. The jury found the pair guilty of 
only the lightest charges against them in the beating of 
Reginald Denny. It returned not guilty verdicts on felony 
charges including aggravated mayhem and assault. Black 
ministers including the First AME’s Cecil Mmay praisedthe 
acquittals, saying that justice had finally been served. Will- 
iams’ attorney currently plans to appeals his client’s convic- 
tions. 

Although the cases should be considered separately, 
many in the community are drawing close parallels between 
the Denny et al. case and the state trial of the officers accused 
of beating Rodney King. The two cases, however, are simply 
incomparable. The officers charged inthe King beating acted, 
or at least thought they acted, in accordance with the law. 
They attempted to detain a clearly intoxicated motorist, 
wanted on outstanding warrants, who resisted arrest. By 
comparison, the L.A. Four-Williams, Watson, and two 
others who plead guilty to lesser charges- knowingly and 
intentionally violated the law. In the midst of a riot, they 
found sadistic pleasure in the wanton slaughter of another 
human being. 

The defense claimed that the mob mentality gripping 
the city, not the men’s malicious intent, caused them to beat 
Denny. The American legal system, however, is predicated 
upon individual responsibility; cruelty cannot be tolerated in 
any circumstance, no matter how heated. Williams and Watson 
acted on their own accord; they are responsible for their 
actions. Nonetheless, it is the responsibility ofthe community 
to accept a jury’s verdict, no matter how unfair it seems, and 
move on. It is time to allow Los Angeles to heel its wounds. 
It is time to “turn L.A. around.” 

Don’t Blame Us- We Voted for Bill and Opus 

Hypocrisy abounds in Washington, D.C., particularly in 
the press corps and the Oval Office. Former lobbyist, Demo- 
cratic National Committee chairman, and current Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown is under grand jury investigation for 
accepting a bribe from foreign officials. The president, how- 
ever, who took the White House by relentlessly complaining 
about Iran-Contra and other supposed Bush-era scandals, has 
done nothing to pursue the allegations against Brown. Clinton’s 
allies in the media, who feasted over Iran-Contra and made a 
career of destroying Reagan officials’ reputations, have re- 
mained virtually silent. 
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According to Vietnamese businessman Ly Tranh Binh, 
Brown accepted a bribe offer worth $700,000 from Nguyen 
Van Hao on behalf of the Vietnamese government. In ex- 
change for the cash, Brown would use his influence as 
secretary of commerce to end the US trade embargo of 
Vietnam. Brown categorically denies the charges, but his 
honesty is certainly not beyond question. In August, Brown 
claimed to have never met Hao, although he now admits to 
three separate meetings with the Vietnamese oflicial, includ- 
ing one at the Commerce Department last February. Binh’s 
allegations, by comparison, have reportedly passed a lie- 
detector test. 

Nonetheless, “mainstream” media outlets have all 
but ignored Browngateentirely. Whereas congressional Demo- 
crats eagerly spent millions of dollars for Special Prosecutor 
Lawrence Walsh’s Iran-Contra witch hunt, Attorney General 
Janet Reno refuses to appoint a special prosecutor for this 
scandal. The President stands by his man, and contends that 
as commerce secretary, Brown has done “a great job.” The 
lack of a response by either the administration or the media 
demonstrates the utter lack of integrity that is rapidly consum- 
ing our political system. 

... Being Necessary to the Security of the State 

Last week the city government of Washington, DC 
demonstrated its incompetence, again. Mayor Sharon Pratt 
Kelly requested that President Clinton call in the National 
Guard to control the city’s drug and crime problems. Kelly 
views the guard as the city’s only way to solve its dilemmas. 
D.C. has been a haven for inner-city crime, and has had the 
dubious distinction of the nation’s highest murder rate since 
the mid 1980’s. Washington has tried to quell this violence in 
many ways, none of which have seemed to work. 

Washingtonis one of few cities in the country with an 
outright ban on handguns. Consequently criminals continue 
to purchase illegal weapons on the black market, but decent 
law-abiding citizens can’t by a gun for self-protection. Be- 
cause the hooligans are the only armed residents in the city, 
they are given free reign. 

This problem is exacerbated by ineffective law en- 
forcement. The city has no death penalty, furloughs its pris- 
oners, and allows criminals to plea bargain extensively. 
Neither the government nor the general populace has the 
means to defend the city, hence its rampant crime. DC cannot 
be saved by the mere presence of an occupying force; the city 
requires legislative reform, Only when its government stops 
catering tothe interests of thugs and outlaws, will our nation’s 
capital city return to greatness. 



The Sinking Ship of State 

President Bill’s foreign policy is a disaster. First it was 
Yugoslavia, then Somalia. Now, by ordering a blockade of 
Haiti, Bill has once again demonstratedthe incoherence ofhis 
administration’s policies. 

A military coup recently reneged a promise to yield 
power to Haiti’s democratically-elected President Jean 
Bertrand Aristide. The Boston Globe reports that Bill de- 
clared himself “very concerned about American citizens, 
and since he thought Aristide “a very brave prime minister,” 
Clinton imposed an embargo on the Caribbean island. 

Ordering a 

calling for a week-long meeting at Camp David, where 
Clinton and foreign policy advisors might discuss some way 
to explain their nonchalance to the public. 

In the meantime, American soldiers are dying in 
every remote comer of the globe. Increasingly, the calls- 
even from liberals- are for a return to a foreign policy based 
on concrete standards. Whether the Clinton Administration 
can provide this in the future remains to be seen. 

’ The Human Conservation Corps 

The Weld administration recently announced that it will 
force morethan 2,500 welfarerecipients to obtain community 

service jobs beginning 
blockade is consid- 
ered an act of war, 
and therefore re- 
quires congressional 
approval. But with a 
stroke of semantic 
duplicity characteris- 
tic of the president 
and his administra- 
tion, Bill evadedthis 
difficulty rather than 
invoking the actual 
word “blockade” by 
asserting that the 
ships sent “into the 
area wouldblockvir- 
tually all maritime ’ 
traffic.” 

The Clinton Adminimtion’s blunders, of which the 
Haiti fiasco is only the latest, reflect a crisis with foots far 
deeper than the Arkansas man’s own childishness. The over- 
whelming consensus is that in the post-Cold War world, 
America needs to enunciate a coherent foreign policy. Admit- 
tedly, the task is not easy. With the crumbling of the Soviet 
Union, American hopes and fears have been suddenly trans- 
formed, and nobody knows when the use of military force is 
appropriate. Former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Colin Powell may have been the man to articulate the needed 
foreign policy vision, since even his detractors praised his 
foreign policy. 

But, alas the country is stuck with Bill, Hillary, 
Warren Christopher, and the whole slew of pie-in-the-sky 
university professors in Clinton’s administration. In an ad 
hoc manner, they deploy troops in one area of the world and 
then another. So disastrous has this approach become of late, 
that leading members of the president’s administration are 

in 1994. Should they 
fail to do so, they will 
lose their $90 in 
monthly benefits. The 
new legislation will 
compel 17,000 wel- 
fare recipients to work 
10 million hours a 
year for state volun- 
teer groups. 

The state’s leading 
welfare program ac- 
tivist, Deborah 
WeinsteinoftheMas- 
sachusetts Human 
Services Coalition, 

F’ passionately opposes 
the plan. Weinstein calls the proposal cruel, disruptive to 
families, and unlikely to help welfare recipients obtain 
permanent employment. Weinstein went so far as to say that 
it is offensive for Weld to describe required work as “volun- 
teering.” 

The fact remains that help from welfare recipients would 
be appreciated by literally thousands Qf organizations such as 
zoos, hospitals, day care centers, schools and food pantries. 
Furthermore, as Weld points out, “able bodied and long term 
welfare recipients are done a grave disservice if nothing is 
ever asked of them.” 

It would be a mistake to assume that unemployed indi- 
viduals prefer having the state provide for their families. 
Taking up temporary employment would do nothing less than 
restore their self esteem. Volunteer work will develop new 
skills and broaden their horizons, while life-long subsistence 
on welfare will merely dampen their ambitions of full-time 
employment. 
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Fortnight in Review 
Comedy is allied to Justice. 

--Arktophanes 

According lo a survey conducted by a national college 
publication, Inside Edge, Tufts University ranks 292nd out of 
300 schools in quality of social life. Maybe we’d have more fun 
if we didn’t ban free speech, jokes, kissing and other physical 
contact, drinking, Halloween costumes, t-shirts ... 

w Former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev is addressing a 
Republican Senlitoriial Committee Dinner next month for a 
$50,000 fcc. The communist was offered, but rejected a similar 
deal from the Democrats. “They’re just too left for me,” said 
Gorb y. 

Deep Thought: When a man talks dirty to a woman it’s 
sexual harassment. But 
when a woman talks dirty 
to a man, it’s $3.95 a 
minute. 

p1 In an attempt to re- 
coup losses in the tourism 
industry after the shootings 
of foreign visitors, Florida 
has instituted a new ad 
campaign: “One Florida, 
Many Faces.” Of course, 
they’re referring to the 
Paces on WANTED post- 
ers. 

believed. Apparently old statistics were inflated, as polling was 
conducted at Kennedy family functions. 

Speaking of Kennedy bashes, US Representative Joseph 
Kennedy, I11 tied theknot with personal scheduler and secretary, 
Elizabeth Kelly, this past weekend in Brighton. Lucky Liz, 
unlike past Kennedy wives, she’ll know when her husband is 
screwing around with his secretary. 

P31 Apparently getting hitched has caused Joe I11 to become 
tongue-tied. The young Democrat recently delivered this thought- 
provoking speech on the House floor: “Mr. Chairman, on that I 
ask for a recorded vote and pending the, uh, fact that a quorum 
is not present, I ask, uh, that we, whatever I’m supposed to ask 
for.” Maybe it’s not fair to blame this speaking disorder on 
marriage, Joey might have just stopped at Au Bar again on his 

way to the Capitol. 

. .  
“OH YEAH?. . . W E U  OUT OF CHARACTER OR NOT. I’M KEEPING THIS BABY 

UNTlL ALL THESE FLORIDA SHOOTlNGS STOPI” 

In light of the shootings, maybe Mickey should start 
packing an uzi. 

The token Greek in President Clinton’s multi-ethnic staff, 
George Stephanopoulous, has found a parallel between the 
current administration and his motherland namely, the new 
Grecian Prime Minister, Andreas Papandreou, appointed his 
wife as Chief of Staff. Perhaps Mrs. Clinton will give Bill an 
equally impressive position. 

dozen 2000 year-old corpses, adorned in leather jackets, 
felt hats, and hair nets, have been unearthed in western China. 
According to the Xinhua news agency, “the chests and stomachs 
of some corpses bear surgical cuts sewn up with hair, and some 
have tattoos on their faces.” Obviously, the idea of a Womyn’s 
Collective is not new. 

([p According to a new survey from the University of Chicago, 
far fewer Americans cheat on their spouses than previously 
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l[p Also in the realm of 
speaking inability, acting 
Boston Mayor Tom 
Menino referred to recent 
hub race riots as “the 
problems that aroused 
last night.” We had no 
idea that race riots could 
be so stimulating. 

l[p In more Kennedy 
news, Willie K. Smith, 
Teddy’snephew who was 
tried on rape charges in 

1992, was recently arrested for beating up the bouncer of an 
Arlington, Virginia bar. In a post-arraignment interview, Smith 
said, “He had it coming, you should have seen his underwear.” 

Nowadays, you can’t get a decent job with only a B.A., 
except as a Dean of Students. 

But wait ... that’s not a decent job ... 

Surprisingly enough, Tufts does not have a monopoly on 
silly liberals. Earlier this month radicals at the University of 
Massachusetts protestedthe school’s mascot, the Minuteman, as 
“sexist, racist, and violent.” The primary complaint, however, is 
of phallocentrism, as he’s prepared to shoot at a moment’s 
notice. 

M A S S  Chancellor David Scott (an old MSU buddy of 
President DiBiaggio), recognizing the silliness of the UMASS 
student protest, refused to sponsor a debate on the matter. In 



response, one radical, Martin Jones vowed to eat no food and 
drink only water until the Chancellor changes his mind. We 
recommend that all Tufts progrew . .‘. hi. v i d .  

After hearing Beavis and Butthead declare that “fire is cool” 
a five year-old set a fatal blaze that took his sister’s life. 
Consequently, MTV has agreed to move the controversial car- 
toon from 7 to 10:30 PM. If all dangerous ideas merit postpone- 
ment, Congress should wait until the year 2342 before voting on 
Mrs. Clinton’s health care proposal. Huh-huh, huh, huh-huh, 
huh-huh-huh. 

m M o s c o w  Mayor Yuri Luzhkov has asked Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin’s permission to move Lenin’s body from Red 
Square. “The stench is just becoming intolerable,” Luzkhov 
complained. 

In a demonstration of linguistic snobbery, French Culture 
Minister Jacques Toubon has introduced a proposal that would 
severely limit theuse of English words in advertisements, films, 
video games, and public notices. Screwez-vous! 

At the most recent Girl Scout convention, America’s favor- 
ite cookie vendors passed a resolution striking a religious vow 
of faith from their mandatory service pledge. Boy Scouts of the 
world, rejoice! 

Regular tabloid readers should be familiar with the story of 
John and Lorena Bobbit. In the midst of a marital spat, Mrs. 
Bobbit forcefully removed the organ that had previously defined 
her husband‘s masculinity. The Bobbit’s story recently made its 
way to the Oval Office, where Vice President Gore questioned 
whether Mr. Bobbit’s reconstructive surgery would be covered 
under the President’s national health plan. According to Mrs. 

Clinton, because having a penis was Mr. Bobbit’s “preexisting 
condition,” it was covered by the plan as reconstructive surgery. 
This means that Bill Clinton will never be able to obtain a 
backbone implant. 

m Bent on preserving its unofficial title as’the bastion of PC 
journalism, The Boston Globe has announced that it will replace 
the popular “Pogo” comic strip with “Funky Winkerbean.” 
Globe editors praise “Winkerbean” for its “regular introduction 
of new and ethnically diverse characters who, along with older 
characters, tackle contemporary social issues with gusto.” In 
other words, this is a comic strip about a bunch of PC losers: 
Wow, what a hoot! 

W F o r m e r  BostonMayorandUS Vaticanambassador Raymond 
Flynn has reported suffering neck spasms at his new post in 
Rome. Flynn’s discomfort is ironic, as Hub residents report the 
loss of a major neck pain ever since he left town. 

According to a new scholarly book, Mark Twain was a 
closeted homosexual. Although this seems unlikely, it would 
explain his fixation with a little boy who floats down a river on 
a phallus-shaped raft in the company of a large black man. 

At Iowa State University, Muslim freshman DiAngelo X 
has threatened a holy war against his history professor whomhe 
called a racist. Academia can be cut-throat after all. 

Professor Frances Rauscher of the University of California 
has completeda survey that found students performeight to nine 
points better on IQ tests after listening to ten to fifteen minutes 
of Mozart. Here at Tufts, the English Department notes a similar 
performance improvement in professors after ten to fifteen 
minutes of “Hooked on Phonics.” 
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The Hollow Plan 

rily through savings, passing only a 
“sin” tax on to American citizens, and 
yields $91 billion for deficit reduc- 
tion is acommendableidea. The real- 
ity is that the proposed means of fi- 
nancing the plan are faulty. This, I 
bclievc, is where President Clinton is 
in the dark. 

Ted Trafelet 

, laying off employees. In the event 
that theseemployees don’t find jobs 
elsewhere, they will beentirely sub- 
sidized by the government, and tax- 
payers will bear 100% ofthis bur- 
den. 

Will businesses find such corpo- 
- rate reorganization worthwhile? Of 

With thegovernment Offeringa “free 
ride,” any Corporation that doesn’t 
take it will suffer a competitive 
disadvantage- 
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Abandoned original tampon-shaped 



S P E C I A L S E C T I 0 N 

will attempt to change the 
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Alcoholic cheer inevitably accompanies homecoming celebrations.Back 
in the old days of beanies and switches, Jumbos were lucky to drink from 
a warm keg of Pabst. Today, festive toping requires a beverage of higher 
quality, a potion with class commensurate to the success of our alumni. 
Join us in a round of "Old School" cheer at the Brown and Blue Bar. 
Provided for your pleasure are special 1993 cocktail recipes designed to 
give you a "taste of Tufts" today. 
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SEAC and Destrov 
Chris Weinkopf 

The Inspiration 

w h e n  I told my friend from Pennsylva- free trade?” 
nia that a group of Tufts environment‘nlists 
had formed an anti-NAFTA lobbying group, 
he laughed. Although a long- 
time proponent of free trade, I 
took offense to his amusement, 

maintain the status quo? How about therest 
of the world? Just what is your position on 

“Well, those are some good questions 
that definitely need to be answered. But 

It was immediately obvious that] 
believing that my fellow Tufts every word ofthis SEAC member’s 
how misguided, deserved at I rhetoric could be traced t0 this One 
students’ politics, no matter 

least cursory consideration. My 
friend, however, quickly repu- I 
diated this assumption. “Please,”he begged, right now the crisis is NAFTA, Congress 
“protectionists? These people are unin- will be voting on it soon. And whatever 
formed at best, hypocrites at worst.” one’s position is on all your questions, this 

“Don’t be fooled,” he warned, “they treaty is clearly bad for Americans, Mexi- 
have no plans, they’re just reactionaries cans, and the environment.” Score one for 
with too much time on their hands.” my friend from Pennsylvania- this radical 

Having been exposed to the myriad of didn’t have a plan at all. 
half-baked ideas that dominate this campus, As I quickly realized, she didn’t have 
I was prone to agree. Still, I decided to give any original thoughts either. While I would 
the SEAC (Student Environmental Action have liked to have continued the debate, I 
Coalition) members a fair chance, so I 
approached their table in front of Eaton 
Hall. 

double-sided flier. 

The Meeting 
“Do you know about NAFTA?” a 

femalemember of theprotectionist con- 
tingent asked. “Yes,” I replied. “Then 
would you like to write a letter to your 
senator or congressman?” “Sure,” I an- 
swered, “but I imagine that my letter 
would be very different from yours.” 

And this is where our debate began. 
“What?!” The young radical’s response 
was marked more by shock than anger: 
“you don’t agree with what SEAC is all 
about?” Apparently I was the frst  pro- 
NAFTA student shehad met that day, or 
perhaps, ever. “Precisely,” I inquired, 
“what is SEAC all about?’ 

“that’s why we oppose NAFTA-” 

pose, but what do you advocate?’ 

“We’re pro-environmen t,” she replied, 

I interrupted, “I know what you op- 

“We advocate blocking NAFTA.” 
“No, more than that,” I insisted. “Obvi- 

ously you favor the current trade restric- 
tions between the US and Mexico, but how 
far does this logic extend? Do you want to 
erect more barriers against Mexico, or just 

was already five minutes late for biology. 
Moreover, I recognized that it wasn’t fair 
for me to monopolize her time, and that 
quite frankly, I was being just as close- 
minded as she. 

“Very well,” I conceded, “why don’t 
you give me one of your leaflets so I can 
look it over.” I was handed the SEAC “Free 
Trade Factsheet,” cleverly titled, “Do we 
HAFTA have NAFTA?” It was immedi- 
ately obvious that every word of this SEAC 

member’s rhetoric could be traced to this 
one double-sided flier. 

“Bad for Mexico” 
“HAFTA-NAFTA describes Mexico 

as “a heavily indebted Third World country 
with over half of the population unem- 
ployed.” An accurate description, but one 
that contradicts SEAC member Eric 
Weltman’s contention that NAFTA “is a 
bad deal for people ... on both sides of the 
border.” If Mexico is indebted and suffers 
from widespread unemployment, it clearly 
needs an influx of capital and jobs. SEAC 
concedes that if NAFTA is passed, Ameri- 
can corporations would invest and open 
shop in  Mexico. 

Consequently, by SEAC’s own admis- 
sion, NAFTA would put Mexican people to 
work and pump money into our southern 
neighbor’s economy. Few economists would 
argue that an expanding job market and 
capital base is a “bad deal” for any, let alone 

a “heavily indebted Third World” coun- 
try. Either SEAC is privy to someunique 
economic insight, or as my friend from 
Pennsylvania suggested, its members are 
“uninformed at best.” 

His latter option, “hypocrites at worst,” 
however, is more accurate. NAFTA-cre- 
atedjobs, SEAC argues, “exp1oit”Mexi- 
can workers because they would only 
pay 88 cents per day. This reasoning is 
at odds with common sense. I f  a worker 
voluntarily accepts a job (no matter how 
low-paying) he is not being “exploited.” 
As SEAC acknowledges, most Mexi- 
cans are unemployed- 88 cents a day is 
88 cents more than they currently earn. If 
the Mexican worker thinks this wage 
unfair, he need not accept it. Without 
NAFTA, he is not even given thechoice. 

Upper-class northeastern conceptions 
of wealth do not apply in the Third World. 
Given the lower cost of living, 88 cents, 
although notexorbitant,is worth much more 
in rural Mexico than in Boston. Moreover, 
as theMexican economy grows andits labor 
force becomes more scarce, wages will in- 
crease. After World War I1 the average 

Continued on next page. 
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ultimate in limousine liberalism: enforcing 
one set of standards for all others but one- 
self. 

Here is where the SEAC hypocrisy is 
most overt. A SEAC poster states that 
NAFT’A undermines “our democratic rights 
to participate in decisions affecting our 
lives.” Nonetheless, because the organiza- 

Continued from previous page. 

Japanese employee earned pennies on the 
dollar ofhis American counterpart, whereas 
today Japanese wages are higher than those 
in  the US. SEAC, however, apparently be- 
lieves that Mexicans are either too naike or 

tion dis- 
agrees with 
the major- ‘The Mexicans 

what’s in their 

too foolish to set 
their own wages. 

don’t know 

best interest,’ American liberals. 
SEAC rcasons, I it opposes I NAFTA.If 
‘so we should ’I I NAFTA is 

bad for make their deci- 
sions for them.’ Mexico, theMexican people will abandon it 

of their own volition. Mexico can survive 
Governmedt for Government’s Sake without the bankrupt wisdom of self-righ- 

A paternalistic mentality resounds teOUS American liberals. 
throughout HAFT’A-NAFTA. The SEAC 
factsheet asserts that NAFT’A should be “Bad for the US’’ 
blocked because Mexico does not enforce Ifpaternalism doesn’t work, try protec- 
stringent environmental standards like the tionism.OneSEACposter,“KnowNAFTA, 
US. Rather than allowing the Mexican No NAFTA!” claims that the agreement 
people to determine their own environmen- would “increase ... job loss in the us.” This 

ment, not to mention legal and insurance 
services, that can only be purchased in the 
US. Moreover, NAFTA would further open 
Mexican markets to American agriculture. 
SEAC laments this transition as thedestruc- 
tion of “small farms in Mexico.” 

Rather than allowing for thespecializa- 
tion that is a natural result of free markets, 
SEAC prefers protectionist restrictions that 
prop-up inefficient or outmoded industries. 
To protect the small Mexican farmer or 
American factory worker from the burden 
of developing a new trade, the protection- 
ists force all consumers- rich and poor, 
Mexican and American- to pay more for 
basic goods and services through tariffs. By 
this logic, all modernization, automation, 
and technological development should be 
banned, as they inevitably change the com- 
position of the job market. This is similar to 
advocating high taxes because lower as- 
sessments would force too many attorneys 
out of work. 

By inflating prices, protectionism not 
only reduces the consumers’ standard of 
living, but stymies economic growth. In- 
flated prices limit how much consumers can 

tal policies, SEAC opts for 
eco-imperialism. 

SEAC would rather 
infringe upon the sover- 
eign rights ofMexico than 
critically examine the in- 
creasingly burdensome en- 
vironmental regulations 
that strangle American 
businesses. Relocation is 
expensive and inconve- 
nient, corporations only 
move when the cost of 
manufacturing in a given 
area is too high. If US en- 
vironmental policies offer 
businesses an incentive to 
migrate south, it would be 
wise to reconsider our 
regulations, not place further obstacles to 
the operation of American industry. 

Two-hundred years ago, before the 
United States underwent its industrializa- 
tion, there was no EPA, OSHA, or “Clean 
Air Act” to obstruct progress. Such reforms 
only became tolerable later on, after indus- 
try had past its nascent stage. It isunreason- 
able to expect Mexico, which is largely 
underdeveloped, to accept immediately the 
rigid standards that were instituted over the 
course of two centuries in theUS. This is the 

contention is premised on the leftist zero- 
sum myth- that as wealth is finite, the 
creation ofjobs in oneareamust accompany 
the commensurate loss of employment in 
another. 

NAmA, however, would not divide 
wealth, but create it. Although the US, un- 
der NAFTA, would probably lose some 
jobs in the industrial sector, other segments 
of the American economy would boom. 
American factories moving south of the 
border would need materials and equip- 

buy. With fewergoods and 
services being purchased, 
industries collapse, new 
enterprises never form, 
and the economy stag- 
nates. 

Don’t Be Fooled 
If there is one comfort in 
the SEAC-propogated lit- 
erature, it is that the pro- 
tectionists recognize the 
futilityoftheir owncause. 
Throughout “HAFTA- 
NAFTA” and other fliers, 
theenvhonmental extrem- 
ists refei to the free trade 
agreemec’ in the future 
tense, not the subjunctive. 

Having read the SEAC propaganda, I real- 
ize that my Pennsylvanian friend‘s laughter 
was well-founded. Perhaps I should write a 
letter to my representatives or senators, and 
offer then the same advice my friend gave 
me: Don’t be fooled, the radicals have no 
plans, they’re just reactionaries with too 
much time on their hands. 

Mr. Weinkopf is a junior majoring in Politicial 
Science. 
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Market-Blind Admissions 

cia1 aid coffers. Student aid however, 
requires more than cash, it requires 
reform which rectifies inequalities and 
acknowIedges the deleterious effects 
of a system which tries to shelter itself 
from market forces. budgetary disaster. 

Campus gates havebeen eminently 

The current student aid system, 
bothonafederallevelandat’hfts, 
is a philosophical mongrel and 

Ted Levinson 

foolishness with an example, “a fam- 
ily with 35 thousand dollars in in- 
comethat owns amillion-dollarhouse 
has to be better off than a35 thousand 
dollar income family that pays rent.” 

College pricing is also inconsis- 
tent with the egalitarian view. Al- 

fixing and financial aid package 
uniformity shows academia’s bra- 
zen disregard for the free market. 
President DiBiaggio has even la- 
mented his obligations to follow 
basic business practices. Shortly 
beforehe assumedthepresidency 
at Tufts he wrote, ”the president 
of today is expected to be a more 
efficient manager rather than ‘a 
bold academic leader; the presi- 
dent is expected to dealmore with 
thebudget’s bottomlinethan with 
the student body’s finish line ....” 
Financial aid reform provides an 
opportunity for bold academic 
leadership and fiscal responsibil- 
ity. 

Thecurrent student aid system both on 
a federal level and at Tufts, is a philosophi- 
cal mongrel and a budgetary disaster. A 
compromise between the egalitarian view 
and the free market view, financial aid 
doesn’t efficiently allocate scarceresources 
amongst its consumers, the students. 

The Egalitarian View 
According to the egalitarian view a 

count in the form of loans and gifts. 
The current financial aid system hardly 

measures up to these principles. Federal 
student aid is allocated in a manner that 
favors the middle and upper classes. Since 
the system’s revision, the government does 
not consider the value of farms, small busi- 
nesses or home equity when calculating a 
family’s educational contribution. Precious 

cost pricing is a technique that 
subsidizes the sons and daugh- 
ters of the wealthy as well as the 
sons and daughters of the poor. 
If the goal is to make education 
available to those who cannot 
afford it, below-cost pricing is a 
very blunt and wasteful instru- 
ment.” Setting college prices 
equal to the true cost while of- 
fering grants or loans to those 
who could not pay would guar- 
antee that no one received un- 
warranted aid. Such a system 
would be consistent with the 
egalitarian view and would save 
the university money. 

The Free Market Interpretation 
Within an economic framework higher 

education is an oddity. Price discrimination 
permits the producer to charge consumers 
different prices for the same service. The 
service is priced below cost so the demand 
is greater than the supply: the producer must 

Continued on next page. 
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menu without prices, permitting them goesup so 

market. !cheeseburger. 
Thestu- 

dent aid system has adopted few of the 
principles advocated by the free market. 
The system has created an irrational di- 
chotomy that concentrates thevery wealthy 
and the poor in our nation’s private univer- 
sities while the middle class is relegated to 
public institutions. Rather than calculate 
the size of the grant, financial aid systems 
calculate a family’s contribution to the edu- 
cation bill. For many lower class families 
this is analogous to handing them a menu 
without prices, permitting them to order 
whichever gourmet platter they want, and 

- - - 
e q u i  to order whichever gourmetplatter they 
by the free I want and charging the price of a 
distributed 

forces tuition skyward. This arrangement 
means financial aidrecipients areunaffected 
by tuition increases. It is only those who 
fully pay their way who feel the strain of 
every increase. As the trend continues a 
Tufts education will become economically 
feasible only for the two extremes of the 
economic spectrum. 

Theneed-blind policy which Tufts is so 
eager to reinstall is also inconsistent with a 
strict free market approach. Under such an 
approach, the admissions office and the 
financial aid office work independently; 

financi a1 
aid assis- 
tancegoes 

charging them the price 
of a cheeseburger. 

A student who is ex- 
pected to pay only five 
thousand dollars a year 
in the form of cash and 
loans is financially in- 
different to attending 
Tufts or UMASS 
Amherst. If he attends 
UMASS his contribu- 
tion will cover the entire 
bill while if he goes to 
Tufts, financialaid funds 
will cover the twenty 
thousand dollar gap. On 
the other hand, students 

within the arts and sciences budget more 
than $3 million toward undergraduate fi- 
nancial aid. To do more would put the 
quality of our programs at risk.” 

Tufts chooses to dish out thirteen mil- 
lion dollars a year in university scholarships 
for thesakeofdiversity. SteveManos wrote 
in Change magazine, “They [colleges] seek 
a diverse student body thereby increasing 
scholarship and recruitment costs.” Finan- 
cial Aid Director Bill Eastwood told The 
Chronicle of Higher Education, “We want 
to have a good socio-economic mix of stu- 
dents, and when we cost as much as we do, 
weneed to be able to tellpeoplewe’regoing 
to meet their need.” A full three thousand 
dollars of every bursar’s bill is channeled 
into an account to cover forgiven tuition. 

For the student aid system to more 
accurately reflect free market principles, 
the awarding of outright grants should be 
abolished and entirely replaced by student 
loans. Just like any other good or service, 
individuals who can’t pay up front should 
beexpected to pay later on. Milton Friedman 
argues that since higher education has a 
positive influence on lifetime earnings it 
makes sense that needy students should be 
willing to pay backtheir collegeloans out of 

their future incomes. At the 
veryleast,such asystemwould 

Range of Flnanclal Awards to lndlvlduals 
(1 991 - 2 )  

8% n . 0, 

16% 

$200-$3,999 

6 $s,ooo-$r,sss 

$8,000-$11,999 

@ $12,000-$16,999 

a $le,ooo-$19,999 

88 Above $20,000 

make all students price wary 
and weed out those whose only I 
purpose in college is to capi- 
talize on the generosity and 
sacrifices of others. 

Attending Tufts, or any 
other fine privateuniversity is 
a privilege, not a right. The 
university’s commitment to 
extending this privilege to as 
many as possible is to be 
lauded. Hcwever, it is regret- 
table that i: takes financial 

A I constraints fcr the university 
toreconsider its uolicies. Simi- 

whose financial situation is better face a 
very different set ofcosts.Amiddleincome 
student might be expected to contribute 
twenty thousand dollars to his education 
annually. Even though Tufts generously 
offers to pickup the tab on the five thousand 
dollar difference, the wealthier student per- 
ceives UMASS as a ten thousand dollars 
cheaper ,alternative. Such an arrangement 
can’t possibly be fair. 

The economic stratification of private 

need is ignored when the residents of 
Bendetson Hall decide who will receive an 
acceptance letter. This decision, however, 
has little to do with academic merit. Due to 
the size and quality of its applicant pool, 
colleges like Tufts could maintain the aca- 
demic caliber of their students without of- 
fering any aid at all. Why then would Tufts 
pillage its own coffers to keep its need-blind 
policy? Vice-President Bemstein has stated 
how painful such expenditures are, “Over 
the last three years, we have reallocated 

larly, it is disappointing that any changes in 
the federal financial aid programs are moti- 
vated by partisan politics. Progress can only 
occur when a consistent student aid system 
is developed, That system shoulbacknowl- 
edge the advantages of higher education 
without compromising the integrity of the 
free market or unnecessarily burdening a 
segment of its agents. 

Mr. Levinson is a Tups graduate, Class of 
1993. 
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Intervention Equals Death 

Communism. Now, however, our role 
has changed. We are no longer fighting 
battles for our national security. In the 
New World Order, the United States has 
emerged as the single hegemonic power, 
and our national security is very well 

Steven E. Lester 

to explain why he believes the United 
trigger happy foreign States military can resolve a conflict 

policy has shown ... that a purpose which has for a thousand years been the 
norm, rather than the exception. Unfor- 

is not necessary to commit United tunately, President Clinton may be in 
States forces to combat. the process ofembroiling our country in 

assured. Why, then, must we continue to a situation where we have no construc- 



The Paradox of Preference 

- 
Preferential treatment instills a degree 
of COmPlaCenCY in its beneficiaries 

Saleern H. Ali 

other ma- 
or prob- 

lem of the 
which impedes the development of the 

nityargument, I Community by dampening the 

tions to the 
equal opportu- 

compen-  

model is 
s a t o r y  

race is a factor [ motivationand initiative of individuals.1 to decide 
which merits a who de- 
more un- 
equivocal claim to the principle. This is 
mainly because it is exceedingly difficult to 
prove lack of ability on the basis of race- 
in other words it is morally irrelevant. How- 
ever, the question which troubles me is 
whether preferential treatment is the best 
way of attaining equality of opportunity. 
Indeed, in the minds of many people, pref- 
erential treatment has become synonymous 
with equal opportunity. 

By definition, preference of any kind 
compromises “equality” in the strict sense 
of the word. Ronald Dworkin points out the 
subtle yet essential differencebetween treat- 
ment as an equal and equal treatment: the 
former is an intrinsic right while the latter is 
onlypertinentincertaincircumstances. Pro- 
ponents of preferential treatment broadly 
approach the subject, particularly in the 
context of college admissions either from a 
compensatory,retrospective stance, or from 
a more progressive, futuristic model for 
society. 

First, letus deal with thecompensatory 
model.Thebasicpremise ofthis view is that 
society as a whole must pay for harm done 
in the past to some of its citizens. The 
victims of past iniquities need to be com- 
pensatedandthis is donemost expeditiously 
through preferential treatment. Philosopher 
Judith Thompson has used the analogy of 
debt to justify this process. Shebelieves that 
through preferential treatment, we repay a 
social debt to the deprived members of 
society. However, settling one debt by in- 
curring yet another is both unfair and dan- 
gerous. Through preferential treatment we 
would inevitably deprive the much-maligned 

serves preferential treatment. The immedi- 
ate groups that come to mind are.racia1 
minorities, particularly African-Americans 
due to the despicable legacy of slavery. 
While African-Americans have endured rep- 
rehensible treatment, if we are to compen- 
sate them, we may be forced to use the same 
measures for the many others who are de- 
privedin society.By this 
standard, people from 
broken homes, abuse 
victims, and “the poor” 
in general must not be 
excluded. The Jews, for 
example, were victims 
of one of the most poi- 
gnant genocides in his- 
tory only half a century 
ago. Conceivably they 
could argue that thelow- 
ering of morale and the 
psychological effects of 
the Holocaust were so 
severe that they too de- 
serve preferential treat- 
ment. Even without 
compensatory aid, the 
Jews have managed to 
attain a respectable sta- 
tus in society. 

Preferential treat- 

dents through incentives such as athletic 
scholarships. When many of the black youth 
realize that they do not have to make an 
effort to enter college, the quality of their 
work and ambitions tends to decline. I feel 
that this kind of treatment, especially in the 
context of African-Americans, has led to a 
victim complex and unintentionally rein- 
forces the most repugnant stereotypes of 
inferiority about their communities. As many 
blacks now point out, such treatment is 
insulting and demeaning. Surely, we must 
learn from historical blunders but not lan- 
guish in the shadow of past mistakes so as to 
perpetuate more inequalities. 

Justification for preferential treatment 
is also found by using futuristic models of 
an ideal society. This is the kind of argu- 
ment that is often presented in notable affir- 
mative action court cases. Maintaining a 
student body that best represents the racial 
proportions of society has become a much - -  

desired goal of educa- 
tional institutions. A 
perhaps faulty assump- 
tion has been made that 
the entire populace is 
in pursuit of the same 
goals with the same 
degree of interest. Cul- 
tural factors which play 
an imperative role in 
our lives are often ig- 
nored. 

Let us take the 
common example of 
Asians andsciencesub- 
jects. A cursory glance 
at science institutions 
such as MIT or Caltech 
reveals adisproportion- 
ately large number of 
Asian applicants. I am 
myself ethnically South 
Asian, and I feel that 

ment instills a degree of complacency in its 
beneficiaries which impedes the develop- 
ment of the community by dampening the 
motivation and initiative of individuals. 
Movies such as Boys in rheHoodportray the 
tragic situation in many of America’s black 
neighborhoods. Often, school officials are 
sent to black communities to recruit stu- 

this affinity for science is primarily a cul- 
tural phenomenon. Children are drilled to 
excel in science from an early age in most 
Asian families and forthisreason they often 
perform above the average. The academic 

Please see ‘%avoritism, ‘ I  on page 22. 
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One Man, One Vote 

The Dialogue 

T h e  hill is aflame with controversy, no 
surprise there. Ever since the culture house 
debate erupted on the pages of The Daily, 
minority members ofthe “community”have 
been shouting the praises of their houses at 
the tops of their lungs. But the controversy 
has spread to the sacred senate. 

Whine, whine whine. Moan. “I want a 
culture rep too! And I demand that s h e  be a 
senator,” shouts an outraged femme fatale. 

“But there are already minority sena- 
tors,” retorts the conservative. “Such as 
yourself,” he says, pointing to a senator at 
the table. 

“Noooo!” Stomping of feet ensues. “I 
don’tcare. Reps shouldhavevoting power,” 
answers the senator. 

“Full votingpower, just like senators?’ 
“Yes! We demand it!” A pound of the 

fist emphasizes the point, while making a 
mess of the Campus Center. 

“What about one man, one vote?’ 
“I don’t care, it doesn’t matter, every- 

body who feels oppressed should have a 
voting culture representative.” 

“So aGay BlackIrish 
Jew Freshmyn would 
have twelve people rep- 
resenting her on the TCU 
Senate?“ 

“What?” Confusion. 
“I’ve made my 

point.” The conservative 
departs for class. 

Colin R.P. Delaney 
real problem is respect. Last year, the three 
culturereps (from Capen, Start and the His- 
panic-American houses) were allowed to 
state their opinions but not vote on issues 
before the body. This gives them too much 

cally correct stance. 
Areturning sophomore senator is ofthe 

opinion that the TCU is getting bogged 
down in matters not crucial enough to waste 
valuable time on. “We should be raising 

money for Financial Aid and 

whole,”hesaid. Wasting time 
Don’t saddle the student body at large bettering the community as a 
with the burden of a senate full o ontrivialmatters isridiculous, 1 liberal minorities with a bone to pick the TCU Senate was not 

formed to express its own po- 
litically correct ideology. The 

W h o l  senate should be working to- 

against their “oppressors” 
“dominate” the TCU Senate. 

influence to begin with. But there are even 
better ideas which are fair to theentire com- 
munity. 

Just get rid of the culture representa- 
tives all together. They serve no greater 
purpose for Tufts, they aid only small parts 
of the community while dividing the rest of 
it. Don’t saddle the student body at large 
with the burden of a senate full of liberal 
minorities with a bone to pick against their 
“oppressors”who “dominate”theTCU Sen- 
ate. 

The House Divided 
The controversy fi- 

nally reached the senate 
this year, when TCU 
Vice-president Matt Stein and senator 
Michelle Farquhar introduced a measure 
that could eventually lead to granting cul- 
turerepresentatives full votingpower. Stein 
and Farquhar rekindled last year’s debate 
about respect for non-voting reps by draft- 
ing a measure to set up a committee to study 
the issue and maybe put it to a vote by at 
least 25% of the student body. A simple 
plurality is needed for passage. 

All of the senators with whom I have 
spoken over the last few days have said the 

I wards goals that will benefit 
Tufts, Massachusetts, America and the 
world community, not pandering to campus 
special interests groups. 

Liberals on the senate including Ancy 
Verdier and Arielle Fougy openly advocate 
the plan. Both say that it is necessary for 
representatives from the community’s mi- 
nority groups to be given full voting rights. 
They oppose the “condescending” attitude 
of most senators to culture representatives. 
They and other minority senators, including 
freshman Ivan Retzignac, want the senate to 
hear the voices of culture reps and allow 

them to vote. ‘What is 
important to themajority 
may not be the concern 
of certain minority 
groups,” says Retzignac. 

When asked 
which specific groups 
needed a culture repre- 
sentative, Retzignac re- 
sponded, “Any group that 
feels it is in the minority 
should be given a culture 
rep on the senate.” When 
asked how he defines a 

The Diversity Solution 
“The Senate is diverse to begin with,” 

said one Freshman senator. Yet she still 
plans to vote for the resolution. It would 
appear that this senator is following the path 
of most members of the body. Privately, 
senators are willing to discuss their opposi- 
tion to the plan. However, most refuse to 
admit their true feelings in public. They fear 
being blacklisted as a “racist” by special 
interest concerns within the senate. This fear 
is causing senators to switch to amorepoliti- 

minority group, he said that it would be put 
to a vote of the senate. Pressing for a defini- 
tive answer, I asked if the TLGBC would be 
given a representative on the senate. And 
what about Jewish people? “Well, they are 
the majority here,” answered the senator. 
Pointing out that Jewish people are only a 
plurality, I said that there is no majority. So 
shouldn’t we all have culture representa- 

Continued on next page. 
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Continued from previous page. 

tives? The senator sulked down, and thought. 
“Well yes, everybody should have culture 
reps.” But everybody already has seven sena- 
tors. W h y  do certain people deserve more 
than others‘? 

The New Repuhlic 
Why should culture representatives get 

to vote as  if they were elected senators‘? 
Certain vocal senators, at least one ofwhom 
is a minority and lives in a culture house, 
still think that the student body is not re- 
sponsibleenough to elect who it think.. should 
represent it.  “It is a safety net, that’s all,” 
says Retzignac, a minority himself. But if 
the student body freely elects minorities to 
the senate, then the culture reps still get 
votes. Ifin the first place we are going to be 
petty enough to count how many senators 
one group has compared to another, why 
should some groups get more than their 
share. 

We must rely on true democracy. The 
TCU is supposed to be students governing 
students, an opportunity to get Ballou out of 
our lives, at least a little bit. President 
DiBiaggio said that the question involving 
culture representatives is a student issue, 
and that it was not his place to comment. 
Dean Knable has also remained silent on the 
question. But students should realize that 
every student deserves only one vote. The 
cornerstone of any true republic is the policy 
of allowing everyone only one vote. Al- 
though no person is any more virtuous than 
another, campus left-wing minority activ- 
ists wouldtakeus furtherdowntheOrwellian 
road, where “some are more equal than 
others.” Any policy to the contrary is, in 
essence, “apartheid.” Of course, when we 
are giving extra power to the liberals and the 
“oppressed”, no one labels it as such. 

The senate should leave a politically 
correct, anti-egalitarian ideology out of our 
government. Standbehind democracy. Stand 
behind one man, one vote. Stand behind a 
senate elected by the entire student body. 
Stand against culture representatives. 

Mr. Delaney is a freshman majoring in 
International Relations and Political Science. 

‘%avoritism, “from page 20. 

inclination of Jews may also be traced to 
cultural roots. Why must we force all 
fields of human endeavor to be in propor- 
tion to the population‘? Instead of casting 
the entire blame on discrimination, one 
should also try to appreciate the structure 
of African-American society and to what 
extent it cultivates educational initiatives. 
Such an approach will lead us to see the 
problems with prescribing preferential 
treatment. 

I can envision the following counter- 
argument: “Many groups do not even try 
to get into certain professions because 
they anticipate discrimination.” Supreme 
Court Justice Clarence Thomas’s confir- 
mation hearings come to mind, where he 
described how his school teacher had told 
him not to even think about becoming a 
lawyer because of his race. This is where 
we begin to confuse equal opportunity 
with preferential treatment. Indeed, equal 
opportunity with regard to race is aphilo- 
sophically and constitutionally inalien- 
able right, but giving preference to other- 

wiseless qualifiedindividuals does not nec- 
essarily serve the cause of society and may 
in fact hamper it. 

Preferential treatment is yet another 
example ofrash symptomatic ways ofdeal- 
ing with social problems, without looking 
at the underlying causes. The problem should 
be tackled at theroot. A strict crackdown on 
crime is needed to purge our cities of the 
blight of gang warfare. Need I repeat the all 
too familiar statistics of murder among ado- 
lescent blacks and Hispanics in the United 
States? Giving educational preference to 
these communities short-circuits a neces- 
sary process of reform. More funds should 
be allocated to merit-based scholarships for 
underprivileged minority students. At the 
same time, grassroots efforts within such 
communities to change the cultural priori- 
ties of youth areimperative. By tackling the 
problem in this way, we can satisfy the 
philosophical ideal of improving the plight 
of the underprivileged in a more compre- 
hensive way, without sacrificing the inter- 
ests of ”others“ in direct competition with 
them. 

Mr. Ali is a senior majoring in Chemistry and 
Environmental Studies. 

It’s the Hottest Event of Homecoming: 

P I G  G I G  
1993 

Jumbo Hogroast 
Saturday, October 30, l lAM to 3PM 

J Field, Tailgaters’ Village, $6 per person 
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Life, Liberty, and 
the Pursuit of Happiness 

It's a Conservative Thing- 
You Wouldn't Understand. 

Think you do? Then come join THE PRIMARY SOURCE, the premier 
publication of Tufts University, Tufts' journal of conservative thought. 

Put your journalism, cartooning, business, photography, or lay-out skills 
to work for Tufts' voice of reason. 

Weekly Meeetings -- 8PM Wednesdays 
in the Zamparelli Room (First Floor Campus Center) 

Or Call 627-3942 for Information 
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NOTABLE AND QUOTABLE 
Iwas surprised to see that Jimmy Hoffa was in 
my palace, I had wondered where he went. 

-President DiBiaggio 

Best of all defenses is to mixplenty of wine, and 
drink it. 

-Alcaeus 

Theword “we”is limepoured overmen, which 
sets and hardens to stone and crushes all 
beneath it .... It is thewordby which thedqraved 
steal the virtue of the good, by which the weak 
steal the might of the strong, by which the fools 
steal the wisdoms of the sages. 

-Ayn Rand 

...[ Mlan’spolitical freedom is illusory if he is 
dependent for  his economic needs on the State. 

-Barry Goldwater 

Beer is not a good cocktail-party drink, 
especially in a home where you don’t know 
where the bathroom is. 

-Billy Carter 

Modem art is what happens when painters 
stop looking at girls andpersuade themselves 
that they have a better idea. 

J o h n  Ciardi 

Start eve y day off with a smile and get it over 
with. 

-W. C. Fields 

Itook a course in speed reading and was able 
to read War and Peace in twenty minutes. It’s 
about Russia. 

-Woody Allen 

One hundred thousand lemmings can’t be 
wrong. 

- G r a f l t o  

I like life. It’s something to do. 
-Ronnie Shakes 

A lie is an abomination unto the Lord and a 
verypresent help in time of trouble. 

-Adlai Stevenson 

When the going gets tough, the smart get lost. 
-Robert Byme 

Neverkeep up withthe Joneses. Drag them down 
to your level. 

-Quentin Crisp 

Even ifyou’re on the right track, you’ll get run 
over ifyou just sit there. 

-Will Rogers 

We must believe in luck. For how else can we 
explain the success of those we don’t like? 

-Jean Cocteau 

Illegal aliens have always been aproblem in the 
United States. Ask any Indian. 

-Robert Orben 

I just got wonderful news from my real estate 
agent inFlorida. Theyfoundlandonmyproperty. 

-Milton Berle 

Women are being considered as candidates for  
Vice President of the United States because it is 
the worst job in America. It’s amazing that men 
will take it. A job with real power is First Lady. 
I’d be willing to run for that. As far as the men 
who are running for President are concerned, 
they aren’t evenpeople Iwould date. 

-Nora Ephron 

The quickest way to end a war is to lose it. 
-George Orwell 

I’d like to get married because I like the idea of 
a man being required by law to sleep with me 
every night. 

-Carrie Snow 

When [Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Donna]Shalala waschancellor ofthe University 
of Wisconsin, shechampioneda ban on language 
that would be “demeaning ” to any “race, sex, 
religion, color, creed, disability, sexual 
orientation, national ancestry or age. ’’ We say, 
“Hey, Donna, you ofay broad, you crap- 
worshiping putty -faced Stalinist retard, molester 
of dogs and honorary citizen of North Korea, 
you’re old” 

-P.J. 0 ’Rourke 

WalterMondale has all the charisma of a speed 
bump. 

-Will Durst 

After twelve years of therapy my psychiatrist 
saidsomething that broughttears to my eyes. He 
said, “No hablo ingles.” 

-Ronnie Shakes 

I’mgoingtoBostontoseemydoctor. He’savery 
sick man. 

-Fred Allen 

Ifyou are apolice dog, where’s your badge? 

drive his German shepherd crazy 
-The question James Thurberused to 

A life spent making mistakes is not only more 
honorable but more useful than a life spent 
doing nothing. 

-George Bernard Shaw 

In an age when the fashion is to be in love with 
yourselj confessing to be in love with somebody 
else is an admission of unfaithfulness to one’s 
beloved. 

-Russell Baker 

Love is not the dying moan of a distant violin- 
it’s the triumphant twang of a bedspring. 

S . J .  Perelman 

Where I come from, when a Catholic marries a 
Lutheran it is considered thefirst step on the 
road to Minneapolis. 

G a r r i s o n  Keillor 

Nietzsche was stupid and abnormal. 
--Leo TOlStOy 

I loathepeoplewho keep dogs. They arecowards 
who haven’t got the guts to bite people 
themselves. 

A u g u s t  Strindberg 

It has been my experience that folks who have no 
vices have very few virtues. 

-Abraham Lincoln 

I am a kind of paranoiac in reverse. I suspect 
people ofplotting to make me happy. 

J . D .  Salinger 

When there are two conflicting versions of a 
story, the wise course is to believe the one in 
whichpeople appear at their worst. 

-H. Allen Smith 


