
CHILDREN'S SESPlIRATOlRY DISIEASIE. SCHOOLS AND DAY-CARE 
CENTERS 

OPERATIVE ASSUMPTIION : Rspolrts swgglest tihat ast~hrna 
(characterized by wlheezing, chest tightness, cough) and respiratory 
disease is oln tlhe increase, both i~n chiildfien and adults. 

OVERALL TRENDS: Many olbservers repolrit that the follow~ilng 
are demonstrable, i f  nlot ellearly estab~l~is~h~ed tlrelnds: 

1. Astlhma is on thle increase 
2. More molthers alre in the workplace 
3. Ch~ild~ren spend lbss time with mot~hers in ho lm 
4. Children spend more timle indoors in daycare centers and schools 

(including after schoo~l hou~rs) 
5. Malny sch~olols alnd daycare centers have repotited seriolus IAQl 

problbms. 
6. Maj~or reasons for IAQ problbmls: 

a. old HVAC systems 
b. inadeq~uats velntillation 
c. more carpets are i11.1 use in schoolis a~nd daycare centers to 

reduce malintenance costs; these ca~rp~ets hiarbor bioafiesols 
and other toxin1s. 

7. Thle New York State United Tea~chers Ulnio~n fiecentlly estimated thlal 
one out of every sch~ools are "silckV. 

8. A recent sbwidy in Geofigia fieplo~rted thlat a lack of hw~midity control 
in schools co~rrelatled with respiratory ill~ness in children 

9. Chi~ldren of low socioecon~o~mic status receive less hea~lth-calre, 
live in e~nviro~nmentally "risky" homes and generally have a hig~her 
prevalence of respifiatory ill~ness. 


