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Professionals-in-Residence
offer career advice
by Jei-Jei Tan
News Editor

Seeking to engage alumni and
students with similar interests,
the Career Center implemented
the Professional-in-Residence
(PIR) program last fall. The program brings alumni from different
fields onto campus to talk to students about their career paths.
“We added the [PIR] program to
provide students the opportunity
to meet individually and in small
groups with alumni from a variety of
career fields during a day spent on
campus,” Director of Career Services
Jean Papalia said in an email.
Papalia explained that the program aims “to provide students
easy access to alumni who can offer
them information about their own
career path, advice about entering
their career field and possibly connect them with other professionals
to expand their network.”
According to Assistant Director
of Career Services Jim McCarthy,
Career Center staff first identified
career fields in which students
were interested and then selected
alumni who worked in those areas.
Many of the selected alumni are in
the Tufts Career Advisory Network,
where alumni register to act as
advisers for students and graduates, or knew the Career Center
staff from when they were students, McCarthy explained.
Last semester, the Career Center
hosted two PIRs: Moises Cohen
(LA ’11) in social entrepreneurship
and Margot Schwartz (LA ’06) in
community health.
Cohen, who works as a development manager at Building

Understanding
through
International Learning and
Development (BUILD), held dropin hours at the Career Center this
past November.
“I’m a big fan of [the Career
Center],” he said. “I received a lot
of help from alumni and staff there.
I just wanted to give back as much
as I could, and be able to do for students what other alumni had done
for me when I was a student.”
He added that he wanted to
help students find jobs that focus
on having a social impact, which
he had difficulty doing, as there is
no one common path to do so.
“It’s really hard to learn about
that and receive support, so
I wanted to be a resource for
people,” he said. “I wanted to be
encouraging and support students
who are looking to do meaningful
work and change the world.”
Cohen, who met with about
five students, said that he enjoyed
connecting with them and was
humbled by their work and ideas.
He mentioned that one student
pitched an idea for a social enterprise he was trying to start, another discussed law school and lawrelated careers that would have
a social impact and another was
looking for ways to fund a year
abroad after graduation to work
on a project.
“It’s not like I’m an expert on all
these things … but I was able to at
least ask questions and brainstorm
with the students about how to do
it better and what are potentially
some resources that they might
use or ways to broaden their persee CAREERS, page 2
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The Commons Marketplace celebrated its grand reopening in the campus center on Jan. 14.

Commons dining center reopens
to mixed reactions
by Safiya Nanji

Assistant News Editor

Tufts
Dining
Services
opened the newly-renovated
Commons Marketplace on
Jan. 14, the first day of the
spring semester, according to Director of Dining and
Business Services Patti Klos.
“People like the design, colors and layout,” Klos said. She
added, however, that since the
space could not be made any
larger, the marketplace would
likely continue to experience

challenges with flow and long
lines during peak times.
“We anticipated this, so
we’ve
made
operational
changes to address speed of
service, and continue to work
with the staff on working efficiently,” Klos said. “Because of
space constraints, we streamlined the menu. We are more
focused now on quality and
speed of service.”
Klos has heard both positive
and negative feedback from
students so far.
“Not everyone likes change,

and while we worked hard to
satisfy the many palates of our
broad community, we can’t be
everything to everyone. We’ve
heard from a few students who
have said they don’t like the
new layout or the fact that
prices have increased. Others
tell us they absolutely love [the
new food station] Toss and
other changes,” Klos added.
Klos explained that the renovations included a series of
open-spaced aesthetic changsee COMMONS, page 2

Entrepreneur discusses innovation and role of technology
by Patrick McGrath
News Editor

Joi Ito, entrepreneur and director of the MIT Media Lab, presented a lecture to the Tufts community titled “How the Internet
Has Changed the World: Civic
Engagement, Innovation, Learning
and Technology Today (and How
We Got Here)” as part of the
Hitachi Center for Technology and
International Affairs’ Speaker Series.
The event, which took place
in Cabot ASEAN Auditorium on
Friday evening, was co-sponsored
by Tech@Fletcher at The Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy and
the Jonathan M. Tisch College of
Citizenship and Public Service.
Ito was introduced by Peter
Levine, director of CIRCLE at
Tisch College, and Bhaskar
Chakravorti, senior associate dean
of international business and
finance and executive director of
Fletcher’s Institute for Business in
the Global Context and Council on
Emerging Market Enterprises.
Chakravorti underscored Ito’s talents as an innovator, investor, activist and more. He also noted that Ito
actually dropped out of Tufts.

Ito acknowledged that he left
Tufts one semester before graduating, during a period when the
internet was just starting, calling it
a “pivotal moment.”
“It was difficult to find the education that I wanted,” he said, explaining that he sought a program that
was situated at the convergence of
computer networks, journalism,
media and content, politics and the
impact of networking.
Ito talked about the significance
of the internet’s introduction into
everyday life, mentioning how different life was before the internet
became standard.
“Things tended to be relatively predictable,” he said. “When
something happened, there was
an effect.”
However, the spread of the
internet significantly changed this
dynamic, according to Ito.
“Things became complex,
things became very fast, things
became basically unpredictable,”
he said. “Whole disciplines have
become nearly irrelevant, and
whole businesses have become
very challenging.”
Ito discussed the rise of computer usage and internet access

and the new opportunities this
provided for development and
creativity, noting that “this was the
first time that a bunch of students
could actually compete with a
telephone company.”
He also underscored the importance of open innovation, the concept by which anyone can compete
without asking for permission, as
well as innovation at the communication level, which brought the
cost of communication across the
world to nearly zero.
“The total cost of innovation
goes down,” Ito said. “When you
lower the cost of innovation, that
frees you from having to ask permission from anybody.”
Ito also discussed the development of Safecast, a project he
helped create after the Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear disaster in 2011
that uses open hardware to help
map radiation levels. According to
Ito, by bringing together relevant
specialists to deal with the situation while avoiding bureaucratic
policies, the project was implemented with almost no costs.
Cities like Shenzhen in China
provide the kind of environment
that is conducive to this kind of
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Internet entreprenuer, Joi Ito, spoke to Tufts students about the difference
between learning and education, and the impacts of the digital age.
necessary innovation and creativity
in technological development, Ito
explained, citing the city’s cellphone
manufacturing as an example.
Next, Ito touched on how the
innovation of the internet has

affected sectors like bioengineering,
noting the growth in do-it-yourself
bioengineering and government
agencies’ support of new projects.
see ITO, page 2
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News

Visiting the Hill this week
MONDAY
“BME Seminar: Francisco Robles”
Details: Postdoctoral associate at Duke
University Francisco Robles will be speaking as part of the Biomedical Engineering
Seminar Series.
When and Where: 10:00 a.m. – 11:00
a.m., SciTech Center Room 136
Sponsor: School of Engineering
“Computational models of human
learning, teaching, and trust”
Details: Associate Professor of Psychology
and Computer Science at the University
of Louisville Patrick Shafto will discuss his
research on the human learning process

through computational models and behavioral experiments.
When and Where: 12:00 – 1:30 p.m.,
Barnum Hall Room 008
Sponsor: Department of Computer Science,
Department of Philosophy, Department of
Psychology
WEDNESDAY
“Probabilistic models of language comprehension and production”
Details: Associate Professor of Linguistics
at the University of California, San Diego
Roger Levy will discuss advances in the
understanding of human language use
and their contribution to a new theory of

language comprehension.
When and Where: 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.,
Barnum Hall Room 008
Sponsor: Department of Computer Science,
Department of Philosophy, Department of
Psychology
“Stokely: A Life”
Details: Professor of History Peniel E.
Joseph, founding director of the Center
for the Study of Race and Democracy will
discuss his latest book on the life of activist
Stokely Carmichael. The talk will be followed by a book signing and reception.
When and Where: 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.,
Tisch Library Hirsh Reading Room

Ito discusses role of technology in education
ITO

continued from page 1

“It was a reaction to a mistake that [government agencies] made to alienate the
hackers,” he said. “We have
a much healthier relationship
with the government.”
Researchers are now able
to use programming language
to force bacteria to complete
certain functions, Ito said.
Similarly, the cost of sequencing the human genome is dropping drastically.
Ito also discussed MIT’s
awarding of stockpiles of
Bitcoin to its students so they
could attempt to hack the electronic currency.
“How do we reinvent the financial system to be better?” he asked.

Ito explained that today’s
researchers are designing a
world for people who will be
very different from those of
today’s society, citing children
who are now taking mobile
technology for granted.
He then spoke about the
merits of formal education
and alternative forms of learning, stating that “learning is
what you do to yourself, education is what other people do
to you.”
“For me, college felt like
you have to read the whole
encyclopedia from end to end
before you were allowed to do
something,” he said.
With the modern availability
of online information through
sources such as Wikipedia, Ito

emphasized learning through
projects.
“At the media lab, what we
often talk about is that creative
learning is important,” he said.
“For me, creative learning …
requires a very different framework, which is projects.”
Ito said that his core principles include learning over
education, practice over theory, pull over push and disobedience over compliance.
He concluded by discussing the potential of new technologies and artificial intelligence, examining the role of
media and networking during
the Arab Spring.
“We know how to destroy
and overthrow, but how do we
rebuild?” he asked.

Alumni discuss career strategy, offer advice
CAREERS

continued from page 1

spectives on how to tackle [these
issues],” he said.
Student and alumni response
to the program has been positive, McCarthy said. “The
alumni have been impressed
with the student questions and
felt they had meaningful conversations,” he told the Daily
in an email. “Students reported
that they really like the opportunity to meet with the alumni
in these informal gatherings
and that the [discussions] were
informative and answered their
questions.”
According to McCarthy, the
Career Center will host three

more PIRs this spring, including Dana Di Nino (LA ’96), who
works in biology, biotechnology and pharmaceuticals, and
Amy Cotter (LA ’95), who will
talk about regional planning,
sustainability, advocacy and
environmental policy.
“We are pleased with the
response from students, alumni and faculty during this pilot
year and plan to grow the program in the future,” Papalia
said. “Our alumni have always
been a great resource for our
students through networking
events and the Career Advisory
Network, and this program provides yet another way to connect with [alumni].”

Cohen added that the new
initiative is helpful for students,
as it allows them to meet alumni in a convenient and informal setting before attending
informational interviews or job
interviews in the future.
“I think the Career Center is
an underutilized, high-impact
resource on campus that I’d
encourage everyone to use,”
he said, adding that as a student he had used it to connect
with alumni and resources as
well as discuss career plans and
life goals. “People think of [the
Career Center] as a place to
just get your resume done, but
there’s so much more to what
they can do for you.”

Police Briefs
Secret Sauce
The Tufts University Police
Department [TUPD] responded
at 2:19 am on Jan. 24 to a
report of an intoxicated student
at 132 Professors Row. The student claimed he had drunk beer
earlier in the night, as well as
pink punch that contained an
unknown brand of alcohol. He
was transported to the hospital.
Doubleheader
At 12:23 am on Jan. 25, TUPD
officers were alerted to the presence of a loud party on College
Ave. Upon arriving, officers
observed that another loud party
was also in process in a neighboring house. The officers went to
the latter house and noted an
intoxicated student sitting on the
porch of the house. When questioned by the police, the student
stated that he had drunk four
or five shots of vodka. He also
claimed that he did not have his
Tufts ID with him. After finishing his statement, the student
jumped off the porch, presumably in an attempt to escape.
However, an officer was stationed
under the porch who was able to
grab the student after his leap. He

was subsequently transported to
Somerville Hospital. Both of the
parties, each of which had contained about 200 people, were
eventually cleared out by TUPD
and Somerville Police.
Lost on Boston
At 1:21 am on Jan. 25, TUPD
received notice of a lost woman
on Boston Ave. The woman had
entered an off-campus apartment, the residents of which she
did not know, and had been
let in by the Tufts students living there. After the woman was
inside, she indicated that she was
lost and in need of assistance.
When the students realized the
woman was drunk, they notified
TUPD. Eventually, the woman was
allowed to sign a refusal of treatment form and returned to her
house.
Tequila Sunrise
TUPD received a report of an
intoxicated student in Hillsides
Apartments on Jan. 25 at 4:47
am. TUPD noted that this was
unusually late for this type of incident, since most students would
be asleep by that time. However,
the student was allowed to sign

a refusal of treatment form and
was accordingly not transported
the hospital.
Swiper No Swiping
Five students came into the TUPD
office at 12:06 pm on Jan. 26 to
report a possible crime. The students explained that their credit
cards had been charged for various purchases which they had
not made. An investigation is
currently underway.
South for the Winter
On Jan. 27, the night of the
blizzard, TUPD noted that many
students treated the night as a
party night after the university
announced Tuesday’s cancellation of school. Two such students
from South Hall were reported to
TUPD as intoxicated on Tuesday
morning, both of whom were
transported to the hospital.
Magical Mystery Tour
At 4:54 pm on Jan. 27, a student
from an off-campus apartment
was transported to Somerville
Hospital. The student was
believed to be under the influence of an unknown drug.
—by Daniel Bottino

Sponsor: Tufts University Friends of Tufts
Libraries
THURSDAY
“ME Seminar: ‘Human Factors'”
Details: Jack Dennerlein, professor in
the Department of Physical Therapy,
Movement and Rehabilitation Science
at Northeastern University, will speak
as part of the Mechanical Engineering
Seminar Series.
When and Where: Nelson Auditorium,
Anderson Hall Room 112
Sponsor: School of Engineering
—by Audrey Michael

Commons sees solid sales
despite students’ mixed reactions
COMMONS

continued from page 1

es as well as a revamped menu
and a new serving style.
Dining Services has introduced a new serving concept,
in which there are different stations within the Commons that
include Toss, Press, Sizzle, Mix
and Match and Shop, Klos said.
Klos explained that students
can now obtain made-to-order
salads and hot bowls at Toss
and hot paninis at the Press
station. The updated grill area
Sizzle now serves sandwiches
and double patty Angus burgers, and Mix and Match offers
soups, hot food and a salad bar,
she said.
Finally, to replace the former Jumbo Express convenience store, the Shop section
“features more urban and local
foods,” Klos said.
Many students expressed
mixed reviews about the new
Commons. They expressed
excitement about the new eatery but note that there has
been an increase in price and
decrease in variety.
“Visually, the Commons looks
great,” junior Jenna Hassam
said. “Unfortunately, once you
realize that you can only get
tossed salads for lunch during
the week, and that there are
none of the old Commons sandwiches [such as Big Cheez and
California Torpedo] offered, and
that the ‘marketplace’ is anything but, the visual appeal isn’t
enough to satisfy you anymore.”
Alexandra Erath, a junior who
is also a columnist for the Daily,
also expressed disappointment
at the lack of sandwich variety.
“I really don’t like how they
got rid of the vast majority of the
sandwiches they used to offer, as
those used to be my favorite part
of the old Commons,” she said.
Erath added, however, that
she likes the new salad bar.
“It’s a little expensive, but all
of the different customizable
options and the way they toss
[the salad] for you makes up for
it,” she said.
According to junior Akshita
Vaidyanathan, the best dininghall alternatives on campus are
not as good as they used to be.
“My least favorite part about
the new Commons is that they
got rid of the wrap and sandwich bar. That was the best part
of the Commons,” she said.
Vaidyanathan added that as
a vegetarian, she was disappointed to see fewer vegetarian
options in the new Commons.
“Although the new renovations
are more aesthetically appealing, the Commons is now
more expensive and has fewer
options and I myself will definitely be eating there less often
than I did last year.”
Klos acknowledged that
prices have increased and that
the new menu may be more
limited.

“We had not raised our prices in at least four years, yet
food costs have risen significantly, especially in the past 18
months. The responsible thing
to do was to raise prices where
necessary,” she said.
“Our new menu may be more
limited, but there are more
opportunities for customization, and there are lots and lots
of choices. We plan to introduce
new items more frequently,
rotating out items that are less
popular and [introducing] new
items to follow the seasons and
food trends,” Klos said.
Both Erath and Hassam noted
that after the excitement surrounding the new Commons, they
observed that many students were
underwhelmed by the result.
“Everyone that I have talked
to is less than impressed with
the renovations. Especially considered how much hype there
was about the new Commons,
the outcome is a real letdown,”
Hassam said.
“I haven’t met one person who
actually likes the new Commons
better; most people either dislike it or don’t feel strongly either
way,” Erath added.
Students also expressed mixed
feelings about other areas of the
new Commons besides the variety and price of food. Erath said
she was disappointed with Shop,
the area intended to replace
Jumbo Express.
“It has almost none of the
products the old Jumbo Express
used to carry, and I miss the
convenience of an on-campus
convenience store,” she said.
Senior Enxhi Popa noted
that she would like to see the
Commons sell fresh produce.
“I really like how the
Commons sells packaged food
and snacks in addition to their
already cooked meals. Since
many students live off campus
and prepare their own meals
at home, it would be helpful to
have the Commons sell fresh
produce that students can purchase and then cook at home,”
Popa said.
Regardless of mixed reviews,
Klos said that to date, the performance of sales is on track.
Klos acknowledged that she
welcomes all feedback and said
she hopes to hear from customers
in order to make improvements.
“We welcome all feedback
and certainly want to hear from
all our customers. We are committed to continuous improvement,” she said. “In fact, key
to the new concepts is the
feedback we received from the
retail satisfaction survey conducted last winter, along with
focus groups with underclass
students, upperclass students,
graduate students, staff and
faculty. We plan to invite the
focus group participants from
last year to meet with us again
in the coming weeks to review
the changes.”
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Swiping In | Nico Johnson

Cut, it’s a
wrap

I

think we can all agree the grilled
chicken here isn’t exactly the
hallmark of Tufts Dining. Always
more dry than moist, eating it
by itself is about as fulfilling as a
limp handshake. Yet, it’s weaseled its
way in as the central ingredient of
today’s alternative dining hall recipe.
I’m gonna pull an Aladdin here and
just ask you to trust me. Behold, the
Mediterranean Chicken Wrap:
Lay a 10-inch wrap (a tortilla will
do in a pinch) across your plate.

Suspects for anti-semitic graffiti surface,
TUPD considers educational solution
by Yuki Zaninovich
Assistant Features Editor

Just as antisemitic feeling has seen
somewhat of a recent resurgence in
Europe and elsewhere, its marks have
also begun to emerge on Tufts’ campus
over the past year. According to the Tufts
University Police Department (TUPD),
anti-Semitic graffiti appeared on Bello
and Spicer Fields in 2013 and on Lewis
Hall in the winter of 2014.
As a result of several joint investigations between TUPD and the
Somerville Police Department, two
non-Tufts juveniles were apprehended
as suspects responsible for the graffiti, according to a recent report by
TUPD. Somerville District Court is
planning to hold a hearing in the near
future to seek criminal charges, according to the report.
“It was extremely
disturbing
that
someone
painted
swastikas on the Tufts
campus,”
Tufts
Hillel Neubauer
Executive Director
Ra b b i
Je f f re y
Summit told the
Daily in an email.
Summit shared
his concern that
the
incident
reflected a disturbing broader trend.
“We are very
aware of the rising
anti-Semitism in
Europe, and this
graffiti felt like a
violation.” he said.
According
to
Director of Public
and Environmental
Safety
Kevin
Maguire,
TUPD
caught the perpetrators by using an array of evidence.
In addition to the graffiti itself, Maguire
said TUPD used physical evidence found,
which was then processed and examined, and ultimately helped point to a
potential suspect.
Maguire said that TUPD also employs
other qualitative aids in its investigations, including photos and posts on
social media and claims from witnesses,
to ensure the appropriate prosecution of
the individuals directly responsible for
hate crimes.
TUPD found that working on these
cases in tandem with the Medford and
Somerville Police Departments expedited the entire investigation process,
according to Maguire.
“We met regularly to discuss results,

findings, information, who we’re looking
at, and then we were able to put together
viable suspects,” Maguire said.
With a larger work force and the ability to jointly share and analyze evidence,
the three police departments noticed a
surge in efficiency and progress from the
collaboration.
“Neither the Tufts Police, nor the
Somerville Police, nor the Medford
Police could have done it without the
other,” Maguire said.
According to Maguire, the impact of
the anti-Semitic symbols go beyond tarnished fields and buildings; the kind of
strong symbolism that appeared brings
back memories of past injustices and
can create an atmosphere of prejudice.
“These are powerful images that send
messages of fear through our community,” Maguire said.

He said that the effects of bias incidents like these need to be better understood by the public.
“I think we need to highlight the reallife impact of these things on real-life
folks, and how they are hurt by them,”
Maguire said.
Though the primary victims are
those who identify as Jewish, there are
damages done to non-Jewish people as
well. The existence of individuals who
lack respect for others’ beliefs threatens
the community’s protocol for freedom of
expression.
“I’m not Jewish, so I personally
don’t feel threatened by the incidents
of anti-Semitic graffiti … but at the
same time, I feel like it’s harder to
express my beliefs now because [I

risk facing] hostility,” first-year Andre
Chuong said.
From the nature of the suspects, it is
likely that the motives behind the graffiti are ones of mischief rather than malice, according to Maguire. If this were
the case, the ignorance of adolescents
concerning the impacts of their actions
proves detrimental to the community.
“People are posting things that they
consider a joke or funny saying, when in
reality it places people in fear … that’s a
crime,” Maguire said.
In an attempt to remedy the culprits’
ignorance, TUPD believes that the Dean
of Student Affairs office is a better medium for discipline, due to its educational
and reflective approach, according to
Maguire. However, since the suspects
in this case are not affiliated with Tufts,
it is forced to default to the Somerville
District Court instead.
“[We are] trying
to get the courts to
engage [the suspects]
in some educational
component as a part
of their restitution
and
punishment,”
Maguire said.
Maguire hopes that
the incident can be
transformed into a
learning experience.
“Let’s explain what
these messages mean
to the larger community, to the people on
campus whose relatives
were lost as a result of the
Holocaust,” Maguire
said.
As an educational measure for the
younger generation
within the community, TUPD is considering making videos
of testimonials from
juvenile
suspects,
which would be broadcasted on social
media and at local educational institutes, according to Maguire.
Hillel is creating a similar educational
program for Tufts students, according to
Summit.
“Hillel is planning a series of educational programs, on rising anti-Semitism
in Europe, the growth and root causes
of anti-Semitism and teaching students
how to respond to this brand of hatred,”
he said in an email.
According to Summit, the program
will cover modern and historical antisemitism, its roots and ways of dealing
with it.
“Such acts remind us that we have to
be vigilant in responding to these, and
all, acts of hatred,” he said.

Spread about a scoop’s worth
of hummus (of any kind) in a line
across the wrap, leaving an inch or
so of space at the bottom to fold over
later.
Put three or four slices of cucumber on top of the hummus.
Place two slices of tomato on top
of the cucumbers. (Alternatively, you
can add a handful of cherry tomatoes sliced length-wise – they tend to
taste better.)
Put your preferred type of greens (I
recommend the spring mix) over the
tomato.
If you’re in Carm, throw a few
kalamata olives over your greens. If
you’re in Dewick, black olives will
do, though it pains me to suggest
it. (At risk of being parenthetically
cumbersome, a quick lesson on the
difference between the two: Black
olives are picked when they’re green
and subsequently soaked in ferrous
sulfate/gluconate, which turns them
black and leaves them tasting more
or less like nothing. Kalamata olives
come from the Peloponnese region
of Greece, can’t be picked when
green, and actually taste good/like
an olive.)
Sprinkle some feta cheese over it all.
Top with the Greek salad dressing.
Snag a grilled chicken breast. Back
at your table, or somewhere where
you’re not in everyone’s way, cut the
chicken into small chunks and toss
them onto the wrap.
A touch of salt could do nicely.
Fold the bottom of the wrap to
where it meets the fillings. Then,
tightly fold over one of the sides. Roll
it up the rest of the way. It should feel
firm and compact in your hand, and
the food inside shouldn’t be able to
move around too much.
Take a bite. Close your eyes.
Pretend you’re in Crete.
If you liked it, stay tuned for next
week’s devious concoction. Finally, if
you ever want to try one of these recipes, but don’t want to/don’t have the
confidence to make it yourself, I’ll
happily make you one in exchange
for being swiped in. Cheers!
P.S. If any dining staff were offended by my judgments on the grilled
chicken, please accept my most sincere apologies. It’s inherently the
grilled chicken’s fault, not yours. You
guys are great.
Nico Johnson is a senior majoring in
political science. He can be reached at
Nicholas.Johnson@tufts.edu.
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Music

57th Grammy Awards nominations go for
style over substance
by Dana Guth
Arts Editor

It’s that time of year again, when holiday songs melt away into winter’s dancelike-it’s-summer hits. Those who take
comfort in this fluffy predictability will be
happy to mark their calendars for Feb. 8,
the air date of the 57th Grammy awards.
Say what you will about “Music’s Biggest
Night” – bewildering, out-of-touch, a bit
self-congratulatory – but at least it’s consistent. This year’s nominations somehow manage to be equal parts bizarre
and ho-hum, a growing trend as The
National Association of Recording Arts
and Sciences milks its annual PR-crazed
cash cow.
First, there’s the domination problem.
It’s two-fold: All of the nominees for the
four major awards (Record of the Year,
Album of the Year, Song of the Year and
Best New Artist) are picked straight out
of an ever-shrinking stockpile of pop
radio repeats. And all of them will be
gobbling up gramophones left and right,
since they’re each up for awards in at
least a couple of categories.
Meghan Trainor, Sia, Taylor Swift, Iggy
Azalea and Pharrell span most of these
categories. Hitmaker Max Martin, as
always, has his fingerprints all over the
place – “Bang Bang” (2014), “Problem”
(2014), “Dark Horse” (2013) and “Shake It
Off” (2014) to name a few. Sam Smith will

Thomas Hawk via Flickr Creative Commons

Pharrell Williams’ “Girl” (2014), which features last summer’s chart-dominating song
“Happy” (2014), is nominated for Album of the Year at this year’s Grammys.
be taking over for Adele in 2015 as the
white, British, pseudo-soul singer with
six nominations.
These stars, however talented and
deserving, form annual conglomerations that edge out the “little” guys –
even those little guys who are top sellers. The result is some very egregious

TV Review

'Arrow' starts slow, sets up
future episodes
by Merilla Michael
Contributing Writer

The CW’s “Arrow” (2012 – present) has shot up in popularity over
the past several seasons, and — now

Arrow
Starring Stephen Amell, Katie
Cassidy, David Ramsey

Airs Wednesdays at 8 p.m. on CW
midway through season three — all
signs indicate that the upward trend
will continue. The cast is comprised
of talented and attractive stars, and
the show even sparked the creation
of a spinoff series, “The Flash” (2014
– present). With audiences’ continued
interest in TV shows and movies based
on comic books — “Arrow” is a prime
example of this — the sub-genre’s
popularity is set to continue.
“Arrow” premiered the first half of
its third season last fall, leaving fans
with a dramatic cliffhanger during
the mid-season finale. Billionaire,
part-time vigilante and archer, Oliver

Queen (Stephen Amell) has been
fighting crime in his hometown of
Starling City ever since his return from
a five-year stay in China, during which
he was believed to be dead. At the
end of last season, fans discovered
that Oliver’s younger half-sister, Thea
(Willa Holland), was brainwashed by
her father and Oliver’s known enemy,
Malcolm Merlyn (John Barrowman).
During the brainwashing, Thea was
programmed to kill Oliver’s fellow vigilante and friend, Sara Lance (Caity
Lotz), known as The Black Canary. And
that’s just the tip of the iceberg.
Meanwhile, the new episodes focus
on the fragility of Oliver’s team in his
absence. It becomes apparent that
Oliver was the glue holding them
together; without him, they have lost
hope. What remains to be seen, however, is how fans will respond to the
change.
Viewers may be disappointed with
the lack of Amell’s screen time since
he is a big part of the show’s allure.
His scenes exist almost exclusively in
the form of brief flashbacks to his time
see ARROW, page 5

BagoGames via Flickr Creative Commons

After being presumed dead, Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell) returns from China to save his
half sister Thea (Willa Holland).

snubbing. Hozier has but one nomination (“Take Me to Church” (2013) for
Song of the Year) off an album with
nine songs on the Billboard Hot Rock
chart. Innovative prog artist St. Vincent
enjoyed a similar fate by only earning a
see GRAMMYS, page 5

Restaurant Review

Kaze Shabu
Shabu offers spicy
delights
by Jennifer Straitz
Assistant Arts Editor

If you are looking for a break from your
average nights in Davis Square, Kaze Shabu
Shabu in Chinatown offers a more unique

Kaze Shabu Shabu
1 Harrison Street, Boston, MA 02111

(617) 338-8283
$$
dining experience. This Japanese restaurant features shabu-shabu, a form of hot
pot cooked in the Nabemono style. Patrons
can have beef, chicken, pork, lamb, seafood
or vegetables delivered raw to their table
on large plates. Once their selections arrive,
patrons can cook their own meal in a boiling
broth on a grill located in the middle of their
table, then dip their food into a soy sauce
enhanced with spices of their choosing,
such as “Homemade Satay Sauce,” “Garlic &
Scallion” or “Fresh Spicy Chili.”
In addition to selecting a meat or vegetarian option, patrons can also choose the
broth in which they cook their meal. While
the basic “Meat Bullion” comes at no additional charge, possibilities such as “Japanese
Miso” or “Japanese Curry” incur a fee of
about $4.00. Considering that one member of our party commented that the
“Meat Bullion” option tasted like water, the
“Japanese Curry” was worth the upcharge,
especially since it includes many additional
vegetables.
Though patrons who are unfamiliar with
this style of eating may be apprehensive
about judging when their food is thoroughly prepared, this concern is alleviated by
the thinness of the meat and preparation
instructions from the restaurant. A helpful
“Cooking Time Guide” is included on each
menu, listing the optimal cooking time for
each type of food; however, the menu with
this chart was taken away once orders were
see NABEMONO, page 5

Around the Book Block |
Helen Schmidt

Inspiring
characters

O

ne of the best things about reading is the exposure to people you’d
never meet in your lifetime. Literary
characters are some of the most
multi-faceted, interesting and inspiring people I’ve ever had the chance to meet. They
make unwise decisions just as you and I
do and, through them, experience is shared
and passed along. It may seem ridiculous that
I catalogue fictional characters on my list of
inspiring people, but when authors are able
to create characters as realistic as someone
you’d meet on the street, it really does feel
like I’m interacting with those characters as
my friends.
One of the most common complaints I’ve
heard in regards to books is when people
say they can’t understand the motivations
of the characters. I rarely completely relate
to my favorite characters, and sometimes I
don’t even like them, but instead I try to see
them as people to learn from. It’s never as
simple as deciding between right and wrong,
but it’s interesting to understand the decisions a character makes in the context of
their unique storyline. Humans are incredibly
complicated, but living through a character
different from myself is a fun exploration.
Who better to discuss life-changing
moments with than Billy Pilgrim? Billy
hails from the world of “SlaughterhouseFive”(1969) by Kurt Vonnegut. His incredible
journey through time is appropriate given
his name, Pilgrim. He is a voyager through
his own memories, and it is never clear to
him or the reader what time he is actually in.
Billy copes with his traumatic memories of
war and tragedy with a somewhat hallucinatory experience on the great alien planet of
Tralfamadore, where he is a human on display. No matter what crazy thing is happening in my life, I can always reunite with Billy
and realize things are never as hectic as they
seem. His journey is incredibly calming, and
by the time we’ve parted ways once again, I’m
always a little more clearheaded and ready to
take on my challenges.
Who better to remember those magical times when we felt that all was right in
the world than Craig Thompson? Craig is
the protagonist and author of the autobiographical graphic novel “Blankets” (2003). In
“Blankets” he describes his time with his first
love, Raina. Both grew up in difficult homes,
and neither felt financially or physically safe.
After meeting at church camp, Craig and
Raina take solace in each other’s company
and, in doing so, they each become the pieces
needed to keep their lives together. “Blankets,”
has a plot that comes full circle and it reminds
me of my happier memories. When reading, I
turn toward my happiest memories, knowing
they directly led me to where I am today.
Who better to commiserate with of the
unbelievably selfish acts of friends and
family whom we thought cared about us
most than Shannon McFarland? Shannon
lives in the façade-filled world of “Invisible
Monsters”(1999) by Chuck Palahniuk, where
every person and every situation is not at all
how it seems. Shannon and her best friend
are former models, but, after losing her entire
jaw to a gunshot wound, Shannon flees her
perfect life and goes on to travel around with
“Queen Supreme” Brandy Alexander and a
gorgeous man, thieving and scheming along
the way. After leaving her story, I’m always a
bit more wary of those around me. Those we
care about most can turn their backs in the
blink of an eye; and after that, nothing is ever
the same.
These exciting characters are multifaceted and dynamic, providing detail to story
lines that would be nothing without them.
Getting into a character’s head and exploring
thoughts different from my own is liberating,
and it’s fun to see the world through someone
else’s eyes for a while.
Helen Schmidt is a sophomore majoring
in biology. She can be reached at helen.
schmidt@tufts.edu.
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‘Arrow’ starts off third season at leisurely pace

Kaze Shabu Shabu
offers authentic
Japanese dishes
NABEMONO

continued from page 4

Genevieve via Flickr Creative Commons

Stephen Amell, who plays lead Oliver Queen, shows significant character development in the slow-paced premiere of season three’s
second half.

ARROW

continued from page 4

in China, where he was trained, held
hostage and used for conducting missions for an American research group.
Oliver’s narrative during his time in
China is kept almost entirely secret
from his friends and the fans of the
show. Throughout the seasons, fans
have relied solely on sporadic flashbacks to piece together what really
happened during those five years.
Furthermore, the pace of the episode

— excluding the opening scene, in
which John and Roy are chasing criminals through the city — is quite slow,
especially in comparison to the previous season’s finale. The change of pace
may seem boring, but it helps emphasize the emotional impact of Oliver’s
disappearance on his friends’ lives.
While the show’s content is usually
dominated by action sequences, the
new scenes monitor emotional developments for the characters as opposed
to changes in the narrative.

And, along with other changes, Laurel
Lance (Katie Cassidy) begins to step up
as the Black Canary, while she continues
to keep her father in the dark about Sara’s
murder by Thea. If the first two episodes
of this season are any indication, the
second half of the third season should
be much more interesting than the first.
Fans will be eager for more action in
weeks to come, but since “Arrow” has
continually improved through its seasons, there is no doubt that season three
will continue to deliver.

placed, somewhat defeating the purpose of the
helpful instructions. Future patrons might consider requesting at least one menu to keep at the
table during the meal for easy access to the cooking guide.
Though the décor was nothing to write
home about, the hot pots are designed with
a smart touch: Two separate sections for
broth make them ideal for both sharing and
trying multiple flavors. While the hot pots
reached a simmering point at different rates
and some people in the party were able to
start cooking before others, the disparity did
not detract much from the experience.
Although dinner entrée prices can, at first
glance, appear on the higher end of the average college student’s budget, ranging from
$14.95 to $35.00, a feasible alternative is for
diners to share dishes with another member
of their party. The $14.95 “Pork” option, along
with the “Japanese Curry” broth, was plenty of
food for two people. Menus note a minimum
charge of $12.00 for lunch and $18.00 for dinner per person, but the wait staff did not seem
to enforce this rule. Fortunately, if patrons find
that they are still hungry after sharing their
dinner, they can find numerous inexpensive
Chinese bakeries within short walking distance from the restaurant.
A five-minute walk from the Boylston
T Stop and an even shorter walk to the
Chinatown Stop, Kaze Shabu Shabu is accessible even in the chilly depths of a Boston
winter. In fact, according to the restaurant’s
website, Nabemono was originally considered a winter specialty. So whether you are
already heading to the theater district or are
just craving a delectable dinner, Kaze Shabu
Shabu is worth the trip.
Kaze Shabu Shabu is located at 1 Harrison
Ave. and is open Monday – Thursday 11:30
a.m. – 1:00 a.m., Friday – Saturday 11:30
a.m. – 2:00 a.m., and Sunday 12:00 p.m. –
1:00 a.m.

Grammys frustrates listeners with limited scope of talent recognition
GRAMMYS

continued from page 4

nomination for “Best Alternative Album”
for “St. Vincent” (2014). Rising names
in rap, hip-hop and EDM received their
usual measly crumb of the Grammy pie.
And bloggers across the nation cringed
at the lack of love for FKA Twigs, whose
forward-thinking brand of techno/R&B
topped pretty much every “Best of 2014”
list but didn’t fit neatly into any of the
Association’s categories, failing to pick up
even a single Grammy nomination.
The choices are a lot less bewildering when you turn the election system
over and check out its seamy underbelly:
It’s filled with hunger for numbers. The
voting process is weirdly complex for a
system that seems to blindly pluck winners from the summer’s Top Hits. There’s
an entire secret committee (names not
published) whose raison d’être is cranking up Nielsen ratings by sifting through
the nominations and weeding out the less
popular. Each of the major categories is
fine-tuned to minimize risk.
This explains why “Anaconda” is up for
Best Rap Song and “Bangerz” is up for
Best Pop Vocal Album. It clears up why
Shaggy, Sean Paul and James Franco are
involved at all. Similar processes choose
the bubblegum performers – remember when Bruno Mars and Rihanna were
thrown into last year’s Bob Marley tribute?
(Bob Marley never won a Grammy in his
time, by the way…)
But this doesn’t explain the strangest part of the whole ordeal: categories.
The Grammys are notorious for not
making any sense in this department.
Record of the Year, Song of the Year and
Performance of the Year are all basically
the same award. Paramore’s “Ain’t It Fun”
is in the rock department, but Jack White
is in both alternative and rock. Beyonce
is both R&B and “Urban Contemporary,”
whatever that means. Why are 90 percent
of radio genres smushed into one category, while “Best Classical Instrumental
Solo” gets its own? What about Best
“Historical” or “Surround Sound” Album?
What year is this anyway?

scannerFM via Flickr Creative Commons

St. Vincent only garnered one nomination for this year’s Grammys, under the category of “Best Alternative Music Album” for her self-titled
album “St. Vincent” (2014).
To be fair, the Grammys do sometimes
pay tribute where tribute is due. They’ve
honored some great names in music. The
Arctic Monkeys are in the running this
year, as is Beck. But it certainly helps
artists’ chances if they harken back to
yesterday’s sounds instead of baffling the
Association with their own – see retro acts
Bruno Mars, Amy Winehouse and this
year’s super-lite version, Meghan Trainor,
as evidence. Great as they may be, there’s
nothing new there.

All these facts point to the legion of professionals not exactly keeping their ears to
the ground for fresh, modern music. Even
“Best New Artist” features contenders like
Bastille and Haim, whom you probably
first heard back when they became popular in 2013. Equally radio-friendly but
much more recent starlets, like Tove Lo
and Banks, are nowhere to be found.
The Association’s goal to honor “overall excellence without regard to album
sales” is a bit suspicious when its choic-

es are this similar to the unapologetically poppy Billboard and MTV Music
Video Awards. Instead of trying to beat
back the commoditization of music, or
simply expose people to more of it, it
is spoon-feeding viewers a comfortable,
recycled production loop. It perpetuates
a culture of “Top 20” when it could easily
be “Top 200.” Thus, the Grammys once
again take home the statuette for Most
Baffling and Frustrating Awards Show of
the Season.
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Editorial

'Essential' staff and dining halls during the
storm: a few considerations

With grave blizzard weather forecasts came worried advice from parents and families to “buy milk and
eggs” and “stock up on cereal and
canned soup”— warnings warranted
by the blizzard, Juno, which all but
debilitated the city of Boston and
the surrounding area for nearly two
days. But what may ease the minds of
worried loved ones is the knowledge
that, as college students, a lot is often
handed to us on a silver platter —
including an all-you-can-eat buffet
seven days a week and even, apparently, after a huge amount of snow
blankets campus.
During the two days of campus
closings due to inclement weather
on Jan. 27 and 28, both Carmichael
and Dewick-MacPhie Dining Halls
remained open for their full hours
of operation, and while 5,000 undergraduates enjoyed a break from classes
and fun on the hill in this Medford/
Somerville snow globe, a population of
“Essential Staff” on campus remained
hard at work, ensuring that the wheels
of campus operations kept turning
and that these students remained fed.
A remarkable 16 members of Tufts
Dining Staff stayed overnight on campus to avoid having to drive to work in
the morning for the start of their shifts,
which begin as early as 5:30 a.m. While
Tufts Dining does not require employees to stay over, and does not compensate them financially for the time
spent away from home and time sleeping, they are required to work dur-

ing school closings. Those who didn’t
decide to sleep on campus on the cots
and air mattresses provided by the
university recounted stories of having
to leave their homes for work hours
earlier than usual, either to shovel
themselves out of their driveways or
walk down unplowed roads.
And while the members of Tufts
Dining Staff and other employees
who braved the elements to come
in to work during the blizzard are,
undeniably, the superheroes of this
story, a few questions cannot simply
be ignored. Should the Dining Hall
staff be considered “Essential Staff,” so
that they’re required to work their full
shifts during campus closings? And, if
so, should they not be compensated
for their time overnight? Is there no
other solution to this problem that
must be dealt with nearly every year in
the Northeast?
Can students not manage to feed
themselves for one or two days during weather emergencies? As young
adults, this seems like exactly the situation that should teach us how to take
personal responsibility and prepare
for the near future of “real-world” life.
Of course, students on financial aid
who rely on their meal plans to support them throughout the academic
year should be taken into consideration when weighing the merits of
closing campus dining for one or two
whole days, for it may not be financially feasible for all students to go
out in preparation for an impending

storm and stock up on enough food
to hold them over until the roads
are cleared, but other solutions are
surely available. Perhaps this situation could be approached similarly
to that of dining over holiday breaks,
for which students planning to stay
on campus may contact Tufts Dining
in advance and receive a meal allowance in JumboCash with which to
buy food. While winter storms and
weather emergencies are not often
anticipated long enough in advance
for students to request this service
in the same way, perhaps it could be
built into some facet of financial aid,
where the stipend is automatically
allotted with the announcement of a
school closing.
And all of this is not to say that Tufts
University students aren’t entirely
grateful for and aware of the hard work
and dedication that all of the campus’
“Essential Staff” put into their roles
every day, and especially during times
of emergency, or that these employees
do not enjoy their jobs or take the
challenges of working during a blizzard in stride. It is only to acknowledge the fact that a “thank-you” sign
in Dewick may not be enough to compensate for not having the option of
weathering the storm in one’s own
home, that overtime pay may not be
enough to merit sleeping in the dining
halls overnight away from one’s loved
ones and family and that perhaps better solutions exist to a problem that we
face every single year.
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Op-Ed

Time for more and better off-campus housing
by Miller Schulman

The other night I spoke at an unofficial campus housing information
session for first-years. I represented
the Crafts House, and spoke about
our mission, what cooperative living entails and the application process. Unfortunately, the information
session was extremely disheartening,
specifically because it showed what
few alternative housing options Tufts
has and what little interest the student body has in the current options.
At the same time, Greek life at Tufts is
growing in popularity. Friends of mine
remarked that they recently had a record
number of students rushing their fraternity. The Tufts Office of Fraternity and
Sorority Life reports that about 24 percent of the student body is affiliated with
Greek organizations, with the number
rising every year.
The lack of interest in alternative
housing and the rise in Greek life is not
a coincidence; it reflects a discrepancy between the meager array of nonGreek communities, and the strong
desire in undergraduates to find a
sense of community and belonging.

Tufts University should make a con- its turnover policy for special intercerted effort to significantly expand est housing. Officials from Residential
its small group housing options, and Life have told members of the Crafts
House that no more than two house
drastically improve the existing ones.
Before living in the Crafts House, I members can live in the house for
considered transferring to another uni- consecutive years. This policy ruins
versity, or taking time off. Living in this any sense of institutional memory and
house has provided me with a wonder- community within houses like mine.
Additionally, as Tufts continues to rise
ful community of people I genuinely
like, and exposed me to new ideas and in rankings and receive record numbers
experiences, which, in my opinion, is of applicants, it must also curtail the
a significant part of the undergradu- expansion of Greek organizations. Recent
ate experience. Not everyone, how- scandals involving fraternities at Brown,
ever, is suited for cooperative living. Wesleyan and Dartmouth should serve
Unfortunately, the other options are as prohibitive advice to Tufts, whose fralimited; Arts Haus is a great space, but ternities have yet to be implicated in any
the Green House and Rainbow House serious wrongdoing.
I chose to attend Tufts, along with
are really just suites in existing dormitories. The various language houses many others, in part because of its relaare also an option, though their lingual tively small Greek system, and I would
focus makes them prohibitive to most hate to see that change. Fostering the
students. Besides these few houses, development of more small group houses and communities would be a safe and
there are few other options.
I propose that Tufts convert some of productive development for Tufts in the
its small wood frame houses, like 11 long run, providing an invaluable addiSunset Street and 10 Winthrop Street, tion to its student culture.
into special interest housing. These
houses would make wonderful spaces
for communities like the Green House Miller Schulman is a sophomore majorto establish themselves. I also pro- ing in History. He can be reached at miller.
pose for Residential Life to change schulman@tufts.edu

OFF the hill | University of California, Los Angeles

Supporting UCLAyak, even passively, is
immoral and illegal

by Alexandra Tashman
The Daily Bruin

Filming someone during sex without their explicit permission and then
distributing the video is a crime. There
are no ifs, ands or buts about it.
And yet, some students are not only
illegally filming their classmates, but
they’re spreading the videos around
for other students to watch.
Enter UCLAyak.
UCLAyak is a Snapchat account that has
recently gained notoriety among the student body for reposting picture and video
submissions that are meant to encapsulate student life. Some of the pictures
submitted to the account depict average
facets of campus culture, like classes or
athletic games. But a large majority of
these pictures and videos are either sexually explicit or show people posing with or
consuming illegal substances.
By supporting this account, whether through submitting their own legal
posts or watching those of others, students are complicit in the propagation
and spread of these illegal activities as
well. Even watching harmless videos is
endorsing and allowing the illegal ones.
Students have an obligation to be
more than just bystanders. By actively
choosing to forego watching this content, students can take a stand against
criminal activity.
Unfortunately, however, the account
has amassed thousands of followers and
submissions over the last several weeks.
To be sure, there’s nothing inherently
wrong with sharing a naked photo. If
students want to share their breasts with
the world, that’s their business.
The problem with UCLAyak is the
frequent appearance of videos on the

account that feature people engaged in
sexual activities who are being filmed
from behind, and likely have no idea
that the video of them is being taken.
That kind of invasion of privacy is
illegal, immoral and frankly disgusting.
No one wants to find out they were
filmed in an intimate moment without
their consent. And if we want to consider
ourselves members of a progressive and
equitable student body, we must make
a concerted effort to reject any and all
means of encouraging such activity.
Not to mention, the vast majority of these videos show heterosexual
intercourse, where the man is the one
doing the secret filming. Generally
speaking, women are the targets of
these type of gender-based crimes,
and many have had their lives and
careers ruined by nude photo leaks.
As both students and conscientious
human beings, we have an obligation
to stop and protest these types of gendered crimes on our campus.
So while it is not criminal to take and
share such a video as long as all parties are consenting adults who are also
aware that the video is being taken and
shared, anything less is a direct violation
of California Penal Code Section 647.
The section specifies that it is criminal for anyone to use a “camera of any
type, to secretly videotape, film, photograph or record by electronic means,
another, identifiable person who may
be in a state of full or partial undress
… without the consent or knowledge
of that other person,” which makes the
hundreds of people watching these videos complicit in a terrible crime.
It’s comparable to “The Fappening,”
the mass release of hundreds of private
celebrity nude photos hacked off their

phones back in August of 2014. The
resulting internet storm led to a great
deal of public discourse about naked pictures, some slut shaming and, ultimately,
a criminal investigation. The hackers may
wind up charged for transporting stolen
property and for violating the Computer
Fraud and Abuse Act, which could land
them with upwards of 10 years in jail.
And while these celebrity photos
are still out on the internet and available, that doesn’t mean it’s right to
look at them. There are millions and
millions of files of pornography made
by consenting, paid adults, available
across the internet. There’s no shortage of available X-rated imagery, and
so there’s no need to look for nude
imagery that’s been stolen – it’s propagating and furthering a crime.
So although the situation is different, many of the same complaints
can be made about UCLAyak. Just
because these videos are available,
doesn’t mean UCLA students should
watch them if they were taken without
consent.
In fact, the fact that students aren’t
speaking out against this behavior is
concerning all by itself. People should
be outraged that their classmates are
being violated. Students know these
videos are wrong, and yet the number
of overall submissions to the account
continues to grow.
Watching these videos isn’t just
criminal, it’s morally repugnant. And
if students believe, as they should,
that taking these videos is wrong, then
we have an obligation to not watch
them or even to add the account in
the first place.
It isn’t about stopping fun, it’s about
doing what’s right.

Voice your opinion in the Daily!
Write an op-ed!
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Op-Ed
Reply All | Henry Jani

Moosings
on Meat

D

ear veg heads,
This time of year seems to be
hard for us (for the record,
I’m a pescetarian, but similar
realms). The colder it gets, the more
likely people seem to give into their
carnivorous cravings. Walking into the
dining hall today, I was greeted with
a smorgasbord of beef and chicken,
with steamed veggies being the only
alternative. Of course the university
does its best at accommodations, but
nothing compares to veggie specialized locales. But I digress. The gist is
that many meat eaters have misconceptions about what it exactly means
to be a vegetarian or similar variations
of such. I hope to help others better
explain their dietary restrictions when
questioned by other carnivores. Got no
beef though, as the classic 3OH!3 tune
expresses.
When I got home for winter break,
my mother broke into tears at the airport upon seeing me. Finally seeing her
son after several months apart, many
would understand her sudden cathartic display. But it’s deceiving; she was
upset because she thought I had lost too
much weight. Many people, especially
my lamb-obsessed Southern European
family, believe that eating less meat compromises one’s protein supply and ability
to maintain an average, healthy weight.
My mother nearly had an aneurism when
I told her that I was transitioning to my
new diet at school. “You’re gonna look
sick” and “Pork doesn’t really count as
‘meat’ you know” were her two most
common statements. Then she began to
pensively wonder if it was something she
had done, if she could have forced me
to eat a couple more pot roasts in K-12.
To assuage my mother’s worries and any
parent whose child becomes vegetarian:
It’s not your fault. It’s not anyone’s fault. I
chose to eat less meat and then eliminate
it from my diet because my digestive
system is analogous to one of an infant.
Literally, eating apple puree and peas is
my crème de la crème. While vegetarians
will eat more lean proteins, the key fact is
that we still eat protein. In fact, because
seeking protein is a much more active
process, regulating intake becomes much
easier and obvious than just randomly
eating some beef every couple days. I
lost weight in muscle, transitioning from
an athlete’s appetite in high school to a
more natural, green-centric diet. Alas, my
mother baked a batch of some hellishly
buttered cookies and watched me eat
them all. Mean Girls style.
On the other hand, many believe that
all vegetarians are extremely health conscious. Which is true. Every once in a
while we splurge on some hot lemon
water, but I usually feel guilty about
those unnecessary lemon kilocals, you
feel? Kidding! Vegetarians are all gluttons!
Still kidding. But in all seriousness, I love
Twinkies as much as the next guy (RIP
Hostess). Some people actually defy all
stereotypes and indulge in meatless diets
compensated by an excess of everything
else processed. I’m talking Doritos for
breakfast, lunch, dinner, late night snack,
fourthmeal, high tea, fifth course and
entree. But what’s for dessert? Lays, duh.
Another final misconception is that all
vegetarians are tofu savants. I’m being
hypocritical with this, considering I eat
tofu like it’s going out of style. Tofu salad.
Tofu soup. Tofu pudding. Not really, but it
is prime stuff. But many vegetarians prefer other offerings, such as the exotic seitan and tempeh. No, not Lucifer and the
city in Arizona. Seitan is a wheat based
meat substitute, and tempeh uses different soy fermentation than tofu. Myriads
of (non)meat!
Beets and bok choi,
Henry

Henry Jani is a first-year who has not yet
declared a major. He can be reached at
henry.jani@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Crossword

Comics

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Burst into tears
5 Wander off the
point
11 Rainy
14 Hodgepodge
15 In the plane’s
cabin, say
17 New Year’s __
18 Pennsylvania
borough in
today’s news
20 Clinton’s
instrument
21 Ambulance VIP
22 ’50s nuclear
experiments
23 Founded, on signs
25 Foe
27 Approved, briefly
29 Pop singer
Diamond
31 Henry VIII’s sixth
wife Catherine
32 Conk out
35 “Make up your
mind!”
37 Germany’s __
Republic, 1919’33
40 Flip-flops
41 What we’ll have
of 3-Down,
according to
folklore, if 18Across 62-Down
sees his 50-Down
on 65-Across
43 Puppies
45 Bahamas capital
46 Thick fog
metaphor
48 Dirt road groove
49 Amt. on a new
car window
53 Venus de __
54 Mess of hair
56 Employee handing
out playbills
57 Stoolie
59 Workshop grippers
63 Word after Iron or
Stone
64 Corp. leader
65 February 2, every
year
68 Coffee hour vessel
69 Asian language in
a region famous
for tigers
70 __ vault
71 Letter before tee
72 La Brea
discovery

WANT TO SEE A NEW COMIC KEEPING
THE CROSSWORD COMPANY?

DOWN
1 Girl who lost her
sheep
2 Barnard graduate
3 Cold season
4 Bagel go-with
5 Landslide victory
6 Poker pot starter
7 Corp. execs’
degrees
8 Bend before in
reverence
9 Lucky Luciano
cohort Meyer __
10 Before, in poetry
11 Cowboy movies
12 Shirking, as taxes
13 LBJ’s home state
16 Salon coloring
19 Speak
24 Sweetie pie
26 Dennis the
Menace’s
grumpy neighbor
28 Hate
30 Part of UCLA
32 Chinese appetizer
33 “I think ...,” in texts
34 Make, as money
36 Mets’ old stadium
38 Old Montreal
baseballer
39 Back

FEELING ARTISTIC OR CREATIVE?

2/2/15

By Warren Stabler

73 Filled with wonder

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

41 Flippered
aquarium
attractions
42 Sch. with a
Spokane campus
43 Typist’s stat.
44 Some young cows
47 Pennsylvania
raceway
50 Sundial casting
51 Entertain in style
52 Victimized, with
“on”

The Tufts Daily is looking for
student cartoonists to write
and draw original comic
strips for the paper.

2/2/15

55 Outlet inserts
56 GI show gp.
58 USSR secret
service
60 Santa __: West
Coast winds
61 1551, to Caesar
62 Given name of
the critter in
today’s news
64 Billiards stick
66 NBA official
67 Dean’s list no.

Contact thetuftsdaily@gmail.com
if you’re interested!

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

SLOFS
KRENBO
CARREH
Answer:

SUDOKU

Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app

HYDAN

Saturday’s

Monday, February 2, 2015

Level: Eating too many free wings during the Super Bowl.

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

“

”

(Answers tomorrow)
Jumbles: ERUPT ABOUT
CRUMMY
CHUNKY
Answer: The QB’s girlfriend broke up with him, but he
was going to try to — COURT HER BACK

Late Night at the Daily

Andrew: “I just need to do something with all this
extra sperm.”

Please recycle this Daily.

Monday, February 2, 2015
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Advertisement

Student Organization
Annual Awards
Ceremony
presented by the
Office for Campus Life
To nominate an organization or for
detailed description of each award

WWW.LISASFAMILYPIZZERIA.COM

please visit our website:
ocl.tufts.edu
Herald Award

Campus Connection Award

283 Boston Ave
Medford, MA 02155
781-874-2450

Legacy Award

OPEN TILL 2AM ON FRIDAY’S & SATURDAY’S

Mount Olympus Award

FREE 14” CHEESE PIZZA

Imagination Award

Jumbo Award
Collaboration Award

WITH PURCHASE OF ANY 14” OR 19” TOPPING PIZZA

Program of the Year Award

EAT IN – TAKE OUT – FREE DELIVERY

New Student Organization of the Year Award
Student Organization of the Year Award

Deadline for Nominations: March 23rd, 2015
http://ocl.tufts.edu/events/awards-ceremony/

Ceremony held on Thursday,
April 16th, 2015
5:30-7:30pm
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EVERY MORNING MY
HUMAN SHAVES OFF
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S
FUNNY LIKE THAT.
—TUCK
adopted 05-04-11

Advertisement

Monday, February 2, 2015

Monday, February 2, 2015
Wanted
$$SPERM DONORS WANTED$$
Earn up to $1,500/month for less
than 5 hours’ time.
Help families through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com

The Tufts Daily
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Sports

Wanted
Receptionist jobs in MA.
The position requires –
Answering incoming calls, greeting visitors,
directing calls to appropriate staff, oversee
mail distribution, providing general office
support, and assist others with a variety of
clerical activities and related tasks. The salary
for these positions is between $13.00 and
$15.00 per hour depending upon experience.
Applicant should respond by email to APS@
consultant.com or Text “Apply” With “Name”
and “email address” to (267) 888 5244.

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $20 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Baseball writers under fire for not revealing Hall of
Fame ballots
INSIDE MLB

continued from back

versus 32 percent), Mussina got 16 percent
more (34 percent versus 18 percent) and
Bagwell got 14 percent more (64 percent
versus 50 percent). These differences are significant, and imply that the two sets of voters
are fundamentally different.
Determining whether publicly displaying votes is actually causing the discrepancy between the two groups is tough to
tell. We are observing two effects at once
when comparing these differences: the treatment effect and the selection bias effect. The
treatment effect of revealing a ballot publicly
is precisely how any individual member of
the Baseball Writers’ Association of America
(BBWAA) changes their voting behavior
knowing their choices will be public versus
private. This is the effect we are interested
in here. However, the selection bias effect
blurs these results. The selection bias effect
involves measuring fundamental differences
between the actual sample of people who
voted publicly versus privately. A concrete
example of how selection bias effects blur
our ability to observe the treatment effect is
in hospitals. The average life expectancy of
a person who goes to a hospital is less than
someone who does not. Obviously, we know
this is a result of a difference in the selection
mechanism between those who go to hospitals and those who do not; for the most part,
only sick people go to hospitals. However,
a naïve interpretation would be that hospitals decrease a person’s life expectancy (i.e.,
the difference between life expectancies of
people who go to hospitals versus not is
entirely due to a negative treatment effect of
hospitals).
Perhaps some writers display their votes

David Maialetti / Philadelphia Daily News / MCT

Red Sox legend Pedro Martinez, pictured here with the Phillies, earned a spot in
Cooperstown.
publicly because they know the public will
stand behind them in the first place. This
reasoning associates the large difference in
public and private ballots to be mostly due to
the selection bias effect. However, there is a
very real possibility that the effect of revealing
his ballot to the public makes a voter more
responsible, and seriously consider who
the most worthy candidates are. Last year,
Dodger beat reporter Ken Gurnick publicly
revealed that he only voted for Jack Morris,
a decision based on weak if any reasoning.
After receiving tons of backlash and public
scrutiny, he announced he would no longer
vote for the Hall of Fame. The public called

Jumbos tune up for NESCACs
MEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING
continued from back

teammates to ‘trust in our training,’ and
that’s what I did this weekend.”
Tufts had success with its young relay
teams in general. The 800 freestyle relay
team of Flynn, Simms and first-years
Lorenzo Lau and Scott Simpson placed
third, as did the 400 freestyle relay team
of junior tri-captain Cam Simko, first-year
James McElduff, Lau and Skoufalos.
Junior tri-captain Michael Winget, who
only swam in three events, added a secondplace finish in the 200 backstroke. Winget,
who was one of four Jumbos to represent
Tufts at the NCAA championships last year,
will swim backstroke and be a team leader
at NESCACs.
Sophomore Matt Rohrer led the Tufts
divers once again, placing second in the
one- and three-meter events, behind only
Williams’ Rohan Bhatt in both. Rohrer, the
defending three-meter NESCAC cham-

pion, will look to get revenge and defend
his title against Bhatt and a host of other
strong divers at NESCACs.
Midd Invites also marked the last collegiate meet of the careers of seniors Sean
Gunn and Josh Norville. Norville swam on
the fourth-place 200 freestyle relay team,
along with Gunn, and the fourth-place 400
medley relay team. Gunn also swam on the
fourth-place 200 medley relay. The third
Jumbo senior, tri-captain Mike Napolitano,
will be competing at NESCACs.
The 24-man squad that will represent
Tufts at the conference championships will
now primarily focus on fine-tuning its stroke
and racing in its respective top events, and
will soon begin its taper.
This weekend’s competition gave the
Jumbos the chance to not only swim at the
same venue where they will compete at
NESCACs, but to get an early look at some of
the swimmers they will be facing.

Gurnick out for his lack of respect towards
the process, and in response he became
more responsible.
Maybe forcing everyone to be completely transparent is too much. Would
we want to force everyone to publicly
defend their vote in a presidential election, for instance? The current process,
however, allows for people to completely
hide behind their vote. A middle ground,
like a discussion between BBWAA members (essentially a really large jury), may
be a better solution. However, no matter
what, transparency in voting is the missing piece for players like Tim Raines.

According to Siegelbaum, racing against
Williams, the 13-time NESCAC champions
who have taken first at NESCACs since 2002,
pushed the team to swim faster.
“Regardless of your individual level of
competitiveness, there’s such an innate drive
to beat that guy next to you,” Siegelbaum
said. “There was undoubtedly a push to
swim faster by the accomplished swimmers
who accompanied us at the meet this weekend — even if they’re on your own team.”
“It’s always good to have fast competition, but I think the main reason we were
able to swim so fast was being surrounded by teammates,” DeCortin added. “Our
teammates always give us the best races,
and nothing motivates you more than seeing a huge sea of brown and blue cheering
for you at the end of your lane.”
The Jumbos return to Middlebury,
Vermont for the NESCAC championships
Feb. 20-22.

Tufts pulls off important win over Middlebury

ICE HOCKEY

continued from back

lead. Brown leads the Jumbos with 10
goals on the season. Middlebury was able
to put pressure on Pulde, but he allowed
none of the eight shots on goal to find
their mark in the first period.
“The win against Middlebury on Friday
night was huge for us,” White said. “The
NESCAC is extremely competitive and all
ten of the teams in the league are in the
playoff hunt, so those two points were
very important.”
The Jumbos did an excellent job of
staying on the offensive and not allowing the Panthers to break out of their
zone effectively. That led to another goal
seven minutes into the second period

off of senior defenseman Shawn Power’s
slap shot. Senior forward William Sellers
and sophomore forward Patrick Lackey
earned the assists. Up two points to none,
the Jumbos allowed a goal with just under
10 minutes left in the second period.
Panthers senior Derek Pimentel scored
off the rebound of junior Zach Haggerty’s
shot, which Pulde was unable to save.
A back and forth final period saw no new
scoring as the Jumbos played aggressive
defense and the Panthers were unable to get
a good look at the goal. The Panthers managed to get off 14 shots on goal in the third
period to the Jumbos’ four. With a minute
left to play, Middlebury goalie junior Liam
Moorfield-Yee was pulled, yet the extra man
was not enough and Tufts ran out the clock.

“We did a great job weathering a strong
late third period by Middlebury to gut out
the win,” White said. “That being said, we
need to find a way to put more pucks in the
net as two goals per game is not enough.”
“Our team is extremely resilient
and mentally tough,” White said. “We
respond very well to adversity and we
never quit. Our mentality, like it has
been all season, is that we can play with
and beat anyone in the NESCAC.”
Tufts plays Connecticut College (9-72) next at home at the Malden rink
before traveling to play the Camels
again in Connecticut. Winning one
or both games would go a long way
towards improving the Jumbos’ postseason seed.

The Gold Standard | Sam Gold

Deja vu all
over again
Two things happened last week. First, New
York Times columnist Charles Blow’s son, Tahj,
who fit the description of an intruder to a
dorm at Yale, where Tahj is a student, was
accosted by police at gunpoint — he was leaving the library — but eventually let go. Second,
in a refrain all too familiar to football fans by
now, Cleveland Browns wide receiver Josh
Gordon flunked yet another drug test, this
time forfeiting the entirety of his 2015-2016
campaign.
The elder Blow erupted on Twitter (I am
not here to judge his indignation, just to
point it out.) Blow mostly vented about his
own ordeal, but his flurry of tweets also
contained overt references to recent events
in Ferguson, New York City, Cleveland —
wherever encounters between young black
men and police have gone awry, sometimes
fatally. He also mentions several times that
his son studies chemistry — no, biology, as
Blow would later correct himself — at Yale.
This latter point he should have omitted.
It should not matter that Tahj attends Yale.
If police encircle a putative criminal, guns
blazing, and it turns out they have misidentified him, and if it is always wrong for police
to brandish disproportionate firepower, then
it should not matter where he goes to school
or whether he does at all.
Yet I understand the motivation.
It behooved Charles Blow, a black man
well-versed in systemic racism, to assert
his son’s academic prowess as a counterpoint to his blackness. In doing so,
he portrayed Tahj as the prototypical
straight-A student, not as the stereotypical young black male. Why, after all, would
the police ever treat a Yalie like that? The
same would not be asked about a “thug,”
an uneducated young black male. It was
about rerouting the discourse.
In the immediate wake of the incident,
Blow must not have been concerned
with myopia; surely he was preoccupied
with consoling his son, and himself, and
the rest of his family, not the black community at large. He penned an op-ed
in the Times, in which he better articulated his pain, hours after the fact. Now that
the dust has settled or is settling, however,
it bears examining just how insidious his
injection of Yaleness was.
Josh Gordon has been branded every
epithet under the sun since he was dismissed from Baylor. Almost all have
stuck, as one glance at the comments
section of an ESPN article reveals. He is
a football player, so we animalize him;
he is black, so we dehumanize him; and
he has a drug problem, so we insult his
intelligence.
Gordon has never had Yale as a fallback,
not like Ryan Fitzpatrick’s Harvard pedigree or Andrew Luck’s degree in architectural design from Stanford. He is triune
— a black, drug-addicted football player
— seemingly bereft of redeeming qualities. His blackness should suffice for us
to acknowledge his humanity, but it isn’t.
Charles Blow unwittingly reinforced that
paradigm, the one he has made a career
out of excoriating, when he trumpeted
that Tahj is an Ivy-Leaguer.
If Gordon’s career did not end today, it
suffered a major setback. The prognoswis
is not good. No team, save for the Jets,
would gamble on a guy with his checkered
past, no matter how enticing his talent. The
litany of questions is endlessly long.
But he is not some violent criminal.
He is a young black man whose Achilles’
Heel is frighteningly prevalent across
racial lines. What Josh Gordon is is sick.
It’s about time we treated his blackness
as humanness and him like a patient.
Sam Gold is a senior majoring in religion.
He can be reached at samuel_l.gold@tufts.
edu.
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Unusual contributors
headline at Middlebury
by Maclyn Senear
Sports Editor

Sofie Hecht / The Tufts Daily

Tufts students excitedly watch the Super Bowl XLIX in the Lewis Hall common room. The New
England Patriots plucked the win from the Seattle Seahawks in an interception within the last
minutes of the game.

ICE Hockey

Jumbos split home games over
the weekend
by Phillip Goldberg

Caroline Geiling / The Tufts Daily

forward Tyler Young deflected
in a point shot from Jarrett.
In the final period, the Jumbos
continuously fed the puck to
the left side in an attempt to
break out, but the Ephs’ solid
defense pressured every pass
and capitalized on the slightest mistake or miscommunication. Unable to break out,
the Jumbos found themselves
playing defense for the majority of the deciding period, even
after sophomore defenseman
James McNamara shot and
sophomore forward Sam Gray
finished a third Ephs goal. The
final Williams goal came 12 seconds after Pulde left the net on
a slow-moving shot by senior
forward Alex Debaer.
“We did a good job of playing
a simple game and limiting our
mistakes this weekend,” Bell said.
“Williams played well defensively,
and we didn’t get enough traffic in
front of their net.”
Although the Jumbos let up
four goals, their trapping defense
was effective for the majority of
the game. It was only the sheer
volume of chances that allowed
Williams to score so much.
The story of the season for the
Jumbos has been allowing their
opponents more shots on goal,
which played out again in this
game as the Ephs took 40 shots
to the Jumbos’ 31. On the season, the Jumbos have allowed
the third most goals and scored
the second fewest in the conference. That the Jumbos were able
to keep this game competitive is
a testament to the determination of the team and its faith in
its players abilities.
The day before, the Jumbos
played the Panthers at the
Malden Forum.
The final score of 2-1 belies
Tufts’ control over the game.
Brown finished a shot by junior
defenseman Dominic Granato
at 16:11 to give the Jumbos the

Sophomore goalie Mason Pulde limited Middlebury to only one goal
on Friday.

see ICE HOCKEY, page 11

Assistant Sports Editor

Tufts improved to 4-2 at
home and continued its four
game winning streak against
ICE HOCKEY
(7-10-1 Overall, 4-7-1 NESCAC)
at Malden Forum, Saturday
Williams
Tufts

1
1

1
1

2 —
0 —

4
2

at Malden Forum, Friday
Middlebury
Tufts

0 1 0
1 1 0

—
—

1
2

Middlebury (7-8-3) before falling to No. 11 Williams (12-42) to bring its home record to
4-3. With their four-game winning streak at home over, the
Jumbos stand at 7-10-1 overall and 4-7-1 in conference
play. Although a win against
Williams would have gone a
long way for Tufts in securing a postseason berth and
improving its seed, the team
is still right on the cusp, oscillating between the seventh
and eighth seed. Only the top

eight teams in the NESCAC
make the playoffs.
On
Saturday,
the
Ephs defeated the Jumbos
4-2, but their final goal came
against an empty net almost
immediately after the Jumbos
pulled sophomore goalie
Mason Pulde. Williams scored
first when senior defenseman
tri-captain David Jarrett fired a
slap shot past Pulde’s shoulder
off an assist from junior linemate Zander Masucci. Senior
tri-captain Andrew White
answered back off a tipped
shot from his fellow captain,
junior Stewart Bell, roughly a
minute and a half later.
The second period saw
Williams dominate control of
the puck, but Tufts’ sophomore
defenseman Sean Kavanagh
was able to capitalize on a
power-play for his fourth goal
of the season. The assists went
to first-year forward Brian
Brown and senior forward Tyler
Voigt. With the Jumbos unable
to break out of their defensive
zone for the majority of the
game, the Ephs had multiple
good looks at Pulde and the
net. One such look met the
back of the net when Pulde
was screened and sophomore

Competing in its final event
before NESCACs, Tufts men’s swim
and dive raced against a host of
tough schools that included rivals
Williams and Middlebury at the
Middlebury Invitational. Though
it was a non-scoring meet, several swimmers dropped significant time in a bright spot for the
Jumbos as they prepare for the
conference championships, now
less than three weeks away.
Tufts’ top swimmers took it easy
at Middlebury, swimming mostly
their “off events” at the meet. This
left the field open for those Jumbos
who shaved and tapered for Midd
Invite. Those Jumbos are either not
competing at NESCACs, making
the Midd Invite their final meet of
the season, or they are still vying
for one of the two remaining spots
on the NESCAC team.
“Our goal as a team was to
do what we always do — swim
fast, be loud and look good while
doing it,” sophomore Michael
DeCortin said. “There is no doubt
in my mind that we achieved those
goals. I have never been more
impressed with my team than I
was this weekend. We owned the
pool every time we dove off the
blocks, and no one was louder.
Everyone on the team showed up
to race, especially the members of
the team who will not be competing at the NESCAC championships
in three weeks.”
Leading the Jumbos in Vermont
was first-year Chris Flynn, who
won both the 100 and 200 butterfly
with his fastest times of the season
by several seconds in both events.

Sophomore Gus Simms supported
Flynn in the 200 fly by taking third.
First-year Morgan Ciliv secured
the third of three Tufts wins this
weekend, taking first in the 100
breaststroke. Ciliv has been prolific this year for the Jumbos, and
will be one of the young swimmers
to watch at NESCACs.
DeCortin was just 0.23 seconds
behind Ciliv in the 100 breast to
claim a 1-2 Tufts finish. DeCortin
also placed third in the 200 breaststroke as the top Tufts finisher in
that event.
“Both breaststroke races for me
this weekend were lifetime bests,”
said DeCortin. “I was very happy
with my performances throughout the meet. Months of training
come down to seconds in water, so
swimming personal bests was an
amazing and rewarding feeling.”
First-year Jacob Siegelbaum also
had a strong showing at Middlebury
as he contributed a quartet of
fourth-place finishes. The first-year
finished fourth in the 200 individual
medley, the 200 backstroke and the
100 back — dropping significant
time off of each of his previous bests
in those events — and swam on the
fourth-place 200 medley relay team,
along with senior Sean Gunn and
fellow first-years Flynn and Panos
Skoufalos.
“Of the seven events I swam this
weekend, all were personal bests,”
said Siegelbaum. “After starting the
season off with some health issues,
how I was going to perform this
weekend was unclear, to say the
least. However, all season coach
[Adam Hoyt] and the upperclassmen have been urging me and my
see MEN’S SWIMMING page 11

Inside the MLB

Transparency is the
missing piece
by Morris Greenberg
Contributing Writer

In early January, Randy Johnson,
Pedro Martinez, John Smoltz and
Craig Biggio achieved the necessary
75 percent voting threshold to be
a member of the Baseball Hall of
Fame. They will be officially inducted later this year.
Other players just missed the
cut. Guys like Mike Piazza, Jeff
Bagwell and Tim Raines had over
50 percent of the vote, and will
still have a chance to make it in
future years. Other players seem
like longer shots. Some of these
bigger names are players linked
to performance enhancing drugs
like Barry Bonds (36.8 percent)
and Roger Clemens (37.5 percent), as well as star modern era
players like Curt Schilling (39.2
percent), Mike Mussina (24.6
percent), Jeff Kent (14 percent)
and Larry Walker (11.8 percent).
All of Johnson, Martinez, Smoltz
and Biggio are statistically worthy of
induction into the Baseball Hall of
Fame. According to Jay Jaffe’s JAWS
metric, however, which holistically
considers offensive, defensive and
baserunning performance necessary for the Hall of Fame, there
were at least 11 other worthy candidates this year (I read 12 in my
research). Some of these players
have been linked to PEDs, so their
character may not meet Hall of
Fame standards according to some,

but others like Piazza, Bagwell,
Raines, Schilling, Mussina and Alan
Trammell simply are not receiving
the votes.
Many people have proposed
solutions to the problem of worthy candidates being denied entry
into the Hall of Fame. One of the
most common is to allow every
sportswriter to put more than 10
names on his ballot (the current
upper bound). This solution does
have some merit as many sportswriters have to make difficult cuts
in narrowing the ballot down to 10
players. The fact of the matter, however, is that Curt Schilling and Mike
Mussina are already two of the 10
best players on this year’s ballot, and
if someone excluded them from his
list, it is much more likely that the
person put fewer than 10 names on
his ballot, and therefore would not
be influenced by a change in the
maximum number of names.
A different solution is to force
everyone to make their ballots public. Ryan Thibs collected data on
the 229 voters (out of 549 total) who
publicly displayed their choices. If
the percentages of the 229 public
voters carried over to all 549 voters, Mike Piazza would have been
elected as well. Additionally, Tim
Raines got about 19 percent more
on public ballots (66 percent) than
private ones (47 percent), Schilling
got 17 percent more (49 percent
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