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I. Food Systems for Nutrition Innovation Lab 

The Food Systems for Nutrition Innovation Lab (FSN-IL) is a five-year activity supported by the United 

States Agency of International Development’s (USAID) Bureau for Resilience and Food Security (BFS) and 

implemented by the Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy at Tufts University. FSN-IL targets 

food system innovations, novel technologies, and best practices to support improved diet quality, nutrition, 

and resilience. The goal of FSN-IL is to identify, test, and help scale promising nutrition-sensitive food system 

solutions from around the world by implementing an integrated effort across three domains to i) generate 

new research for development (R4D) while also effectively disseminating existing (but under-used) ready-

to-use, pipeline-ready innovations; ii) support human and institutional capacity development (HICD) in 

partner countries and in the United States (U.S.) aimed at promoting capacity to understand R4D and 

promotion of innovations; and iii) engage widely across public and private sectors to catalyze uptake of 

innovations, share lessons on discovery-to-commercialization processes, and build expert resources, 

networks and partnerships to support local solutions and critical development outcomes. Actions across 

the three activity domains aim to enhance nutrient density, ensure food safety, and prevent food loss and 

waste, thus contributing to reductions in poverty, improved diet quality, nutrition, and resilience. The FSN-

IL collaborates with its consortium partners while fully engaging with the wider academic, business, and 

policy communities at global and regional levels, ensuring close engagement with the priorities and interests 

of target geographies. 

II. Research Progress Summary 

A summary of activities undertaken during the reporting period is as follows: 

Activity 1: Scoping Exercises and Consultations 

The overall intent of the scoping exercises and consultations pursued in Year 1 was to i) generate a 

preliminary census (identifying and listing) of innovations relevant across the food systems, ii) assess the 

technical viability, potential for scaling, and feasibility of such innovations in the real world, and iii) help 

prioritize ‘best bet’ innovations for possible funding under upcoming FSN-IL calls for research for 

development proposals.  

In Year 2 (FY23), the outputs of the scoping exercise will allow the management entity (ME) to generate a 

robust strategy for R4D, understand HICD needs, understand the stakeholder landscape and type of 

engagement that will be critical for the success of FSN-IL actions in the focus geographies, identify 

innovations across the thematic areas for potential inclusion in research for development proposals in focus 

countries and regions, and gauge local capacity.  

Accomplishments: 

Activity 1.1 Finalization of Scoping Reports 
In Q1 of Year 2, the ME completed the review of the final scoping reports for each theme, as well as the 

innovation census, and prioritization sheets received from the thematic scoping groups towards the end of 

Year 1. All but the Theme 5 report on “Novel Metrics on Food Systems for Nutrition” have been finalized. 

The latter is being internally reviewed to finalize how to best present its findings in the coming months, 

with a focus on highlighting gaps and needs. The team is currently exploring what to draw from the 5th 

report in the design of a novel metric that could be applied in Nepal, focusing on readiness for 

transformative food system actions at national and sub-national levels across public and private sector 
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stakeholders. The ME aims to release the Theme 5 report by the end of July 2023. A copy of the first four 

scoping reports was submitted to USAID on January 19th, 2023.  

The scoping reports and spreadsheet outputs of the scoping exercise will be finalized after the completion 

of the external consultation with USAID Missions and regional bureaus, government stakeholders, private 

sector networks, and development partners, to provide opportunity for feedback on the findings and 

prioritization of value-added research through external consultation.  

Activity 1.2 External Consultations 
External consultation is an important step in reviewing and finalizing the scoping exercise reports that will 

inform the design of the R4D, HICD, and the engagement strategy, and its implementation across the life 

of the project. External consultations will provide external stakeholders from focus geographies an 

opportunity to provide feedback on the findings of the scoping report. 

Throughout Q1 and Q2, the ME successfully convened the external consultative process through a series 

of webinars and in-person meetings, both in the US and in the focus geographies. During Q1, an FSN-IL 

webinar was held in which findings of the scoping exercise were presented; 83 participants joined from 

across the globe. Another webinar was convened in Q2 that focused primarily on Bangladeshi policymakers 

and key stakeholders from the academic, research, and private sectors. The webinar was well-received by 

13 government and non-government stakeholders from Bangladesh.  

Similarly, ME leads (Patrick Webb, Shibani Ghosh, and Robin Shrestha) made in-country visits to Bangladesh 

and Nepal. Robin Shrestha presented findings from the scoping exercise at the international symposium 

organized by the Post-Harvest Loss Reduction Innovation Lab (PHLIL), Appropriate Scale Mechanization 

Innovation Hub (ASMIH), and the Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU) on November 9-10, 2022. 

Participants provided the ME with feedback on the findings as well as the current challenges across 

Bangladesh’s food systems.  

On January 24-25, 2023, the FSN-IL, in collaboration with the Government of Nepal National Planning 

Commission (NPC), successfully conducted a two-day national consultation workshop in Kathmandu, 

Nepal. The two-day consultation provided a forum to i) gather in-depth insight and understanding on the 

food systems transformation strategy and process mapped out by Nepal, multisector nutrition plan III 

(MSNP III), and Nutrition4Growth (N4G), ii) identify opportunities to increase access to safe, affordable 

nutrient-rich foods via innovations along the supply chain in Nepal from farm to fork, iii) discuss conducive 

and enabling environments for innovations (technologies, products, practices, or policy bundles) that have 

potential to be scaled up quickly that would support improved diets and nutrition, reduce food loss and 

waste of perishable (nutrient-dense) foods, enhance food safety, and increase access to greater diversity of 

fruits and vegetables, dairy, eggs, legumes, fish, nuts, wholegrain foods, etc. The two-day consultation 

brought together key stakeholders from the Government of Nepal ministries (National Planning 

Commission, Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock, Ministry of Health and Population, Ministry of Education, 

Ministry of Women, Children, and Senior Citizens, provincial representatives from Gandaki, Sudurpaschim, 

Karnali, Lumbini, etc.), academia (CAFODAT, Kathmandu university), the private sector (SMEs, Federation 

of Nepal Chamber and Commerce, business advisory groups), civil society groups (CSSAN), and 

development agencies (USAID, EU, World Bank, WFP, FAO, etc.). 

Overall, the consultative process was very useful to promote understanding of priorities, challenges, 

opportunities, and entry points to the food systems in target geographies. It was key in identifying and 

establishing partnerships with stakeholders (government, non-government and private) in the focus 

geographies as FSN-IL plans its strategy and activities in these countries. An important takeaway for the ME 

through the consultative process is the need to have a more in-depth strategy for each focus geography 
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that accounts for a conducive and enabling environment for the adoption and scaling up of a bundle of 

innovations that comprehensively complements and supports diets and nutrition. 

Activity 2: Research for Development 

In Q1 and Q2 of Year 2, FSN-IL elaborated its R4D strategy (based on outputs from the scoping exercise 

and external consultations). This is focused on awarding competitive grants.  

Accomplishments: 

Activity 2.1 Finalization of a R4D Strategy 
In Q2 of Year 2, the FSN-IL has been working towards finalizing the R4D strategy. The FSN-IL has, however, 

utilized the findings of the exercise to successfully develop the themes of its research RFA (described in 

Activity 2.2).  

Activity 2.2 Finalization, Release and Review of RFA & Activity 2.3 Implementation of Competitive 

Grants  
As part of the R4D activity, the first accomplishment in Q1 was the development of the first round of 

“Request for Applications” (RFA), which was released on December 16, 2022, entitled "Actions to support 

Storage, Packaging and/or Cooling Innovations for perishable foods in target geographies.” The focus for 

FSN-IL’s first round of calls for applications is on identifying actions to support storage, packaging, and 

cooling innovations to reduce loss and waste and ensure food safety of nutrient dense perishable foods in 

target geographies (Bangladesh, Malawi, Mozambique, and Nepal). Priority will be given to high quality 

proposals that further understanding of i) policy actions to enable and regulate scaling of innovations, ii) 

business strategies and models to enable scaling of innovations, and iii) cost-effectiveness of bundling of 

innovations around storage, packaging, and cooling. These topical areas are not mutually exclusive but 

should lead to actionable investments that support food systems transformation for nutrition in South Asia 

and Southern Africa.  

The RFA includes a two-step process. First, the ME received 20 concept notes for review in response to 

the “Call for Applications” posted on December 16, 2022, of which 16 were selected and invited by the 

review committee to submit a full proposal as part of the second step. An external review committee is 

currently being assembled to review the full proposals. Successful applicants will be notified and awarded 

in the second week of April 2023. The ME anticipates the start date for the award to be mid-May. See 

Appendix B to view the first page of the RFA Guidelines.  

III. Human and Institutional Capacity Development 

Activity 3: Human and Institutional Capacity Development 

In Q1 and Q2 of Year 2, FSN-IL continued to develop its HICD strategy focused on both academic and 

non-academic capacity development. HICD actions through the FSN-IL will aim to bring benefits to LMIC 

and MSI institutions across the US, development partners, and business networks. 

Accomplishments: 

Activity 3.1 Finalization of a HICD Strategy 
As part of the process to develop the HICD strategy and activities, the ME drafted a call for applications 

for training and travel fellowships. 
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Activity 3.2 Development and Implementation of Advanced Competencies and Skills Training 
In Q1, FSN-IL finalized the call for applications for the travel fellowships targeting MSI students, faculty, 

and/or LMIC students to attend the 8th Annual ANH Academy week in Malawi in June of 2023. FSN-IL, in 

collaboration with the Agriculture, Nutrition, and Health (ANH) Academy, will support student researchers 

to present oral and poster presentations through travel and training fellowships. Additionally, FSN-IL will 

support local students in Malawi to attend the ANH conference in June 2023. These funds will support 

student presenters who otherwise would not be able to fund their participation.  

Between Q1 and Q2, the ME coordinated with Purdue University to organize a learning lab/research 

methods workshop during the ANH Academy Week. Similarly, a second learning lab, led by Ahmed Kablan 

(USAID RFS) was submitted to the ANH learning lab review committee.  

Activity 3.3 Assessment of Curriculum Needs 
FSN-IL will partner with local academic institutions in LMICs and MSIs in the U.S to promote collaboration 

that supports curriculum enhancement relating to nutrition-sensitive FS solutions. In early Q2, a concept 

note for an MSI professional working group was developed to i) identify the needs of  students in all 1890 

institutions, ii) organize workshops for students in leadership and academic areas on topics such as proposal 

writing, data analysis, budgeting, conducting research, and career opportunities, iii) serve as “boots on the 

ground” to identify engagement among student groups and institutions within the MSI foundation, iv) 

identify research opportunities within MSI institutions and assist students with finding those opportunities 

in research or leadership, v) create contacts to build networks and foster collaboration between the 

institutions to establish a networking system for students, and vi) create opportunities for MSI students to 

engage with the research, programming, and policy community through designed activities. Further 

discussions around the call for the working group will occur with the 1890 Universities Foundation in Q3 

of Year 2.  

Activity 3.4 Development and Implementation of Technology/Innovation Challenges 
Technology challenges will target youth-and women-led SME/startups, food-based business networks, and 

agribusinesses in focus countries. These stakeholders will act both as co-creators of new evidence and as a 

target audience for sharing findings generated through start-ups, accelerators, and innovation challenges. 

FSN-IL has been exploring opportunities to utilize established platforms to disseminate the challenge 

announcements and leverage existing urban food system challenges. Initial discussions are already underway 

with GAIN Bangladesh and the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Business Network Bangladesh to co-organize 

the Food Frontiers, an innovation challenge for catalyzing food systems transformation. Similar discussions 

are being held to co-organize technology challenges with the SUN Business Network in Nepal. FSN-IL will 

use a similar approach to explore opportunities to organize innovation challenges in Malawi this year.  

Activity 3.5 Develop and Conduct Two Regional Symposia 
In Q2, the ME initiated conversations with the Nepal Food Scientists and Technologists Association in Nepal 

(NEFOSTA) and the Government of Nepal Department of Food Technology and Quality Control 

(DFTQC) to co-host the 9th National Conference on Food Science and Technology on June 12-13, 2023. 

The symposium will serve as a forum to guide and shape the policy environment for food systems in Nepal. 

The conference will serve as a platform for discussions on a variety of challenges and innovations related 

to food, nutrition, and sustainable development, and is intended to build upon previous conferences and 

provide guidance for policy shaping. The ME is currently in the process of drafting a concept note, which 

will be shared in Q2.  

Activity 4: Stakeholder Engagement 
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In Q1 and Q2 of Year 2, the ME continued development of the engagement strategy and activities through 

its consortium and various in-country stakeholders in the focus geographies that will serve several roles 

necessary throughout the discovery-to-impact process. 

Accomplishments: 

Activity 4.1 Finalization of Engagement Strategy 
As part of the process, the ME made in-country visits to Bangladesh and Nepal to interact with potential 

stakeholders. The ME identified and interacted with more than 30 government stakeholders, 15 private 

sector actors (SMEs, commercial groups, business advisory groups, SUN business networks, chamber of 

commerce, etc.), 3 civil society groups, 6 academic institutions, and development partners through one-on-

one interactions and through the external consultation process. The ME plans on using a similar approach 

to identify and interact with stakeholders in Malawi and Mozambique in Q3 and Q4.  

Activity 4.2 Convening MSI Cross-Consortium Working Group 
Through a series of meetings, the ME began planning the start-up of the MSI working group in collaboration 

with the 1890 Universities Foundation. A draft concept note was prepared to create a unique opportunity 

for students to comprise a working group led by graduate students from the 1890 institutions that focuses 

on student enrichment in leadership, research, careers, and institutional collaboration. Stipends for these 

graduate students will be supported through FSN-IL during all semesters, including the summer semesters, 

making this opportunity unique and attractive. While MSI faculty will be involved in the working group, the 

graduate students will take the lead and organize opportunities. The value for students is the leadership 

and training opportunities, which will be identified. In addition, students will gain support from FSN-IL 

dedicated funds for their participation through the academic year and summer session, which according to 

the 1890 Universities Foundation leadership, is an opportunity that is less available to MSI students.  

Activity 4.3 Support USAID’s CoP FLW 
The ME continued to support USAID’s Community of Practice (CoP) Food Loss and Waste (FLW) by 

actively engaging in the monthly and quarterly meetings. In Q2, the ME (Shibani Ghosh) presented findings 

of the scoping exercise to the members of the CoP. About 15 participants were in attendance. The 

community was updated on the scoping reports and the release of the RFA. Similarly, the ME has been 

helping the representatives of the CoP FLW organize a learning lab focused on FLW during the upcoming 

ANH Academy week in Q3 in Malawi. A proposal was submitted to the ANH review committee in early 

Q2.  

Activity 4.4 Stakeholder Engagement  
In the first half of Year 2, FSN-IL held successful engagement across different stakeholder groups, including 

Missions in Bangladesh, Nepal, Malawi, Feed the Future Innovation Labs, business networks, private sector, 

and development partners.  

On October 13, 2022, FSN-IL held a virtual side event to the FAO Science and Innovation Forum titled, 

“Evidence needs to support nutrition-sensitive innovations in food value chains: Perspectives from South 

Asia and Southern Africa.” The webinar was moderated by FSN-IL leaders Patrick Webb and Shibani Ghosh 

and featured panelists from Bangladesh, Nepal, Malawi, and Mozambique who provided key observations 

and country/regional-specific needs based on their various experiences in multiple sectors. The event was 

very successful and provided valuable insights that will inform FSNI-IL activities going forward. It also allowed 

FSN-IL to build connections with panelists for future involvement. The webinar was attended by 139 

participants. 
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On November 30, 2022, FSN-IL held a webinar on “Identifying Innovations to Reduce Food Loss and 

Waste, Enhance Food Safety, and Promote Access to Nutrient-Dense Foods.” In this webinar, Patrick 

Webb and Shibani Ghosh shared findings from scoping exercises conducted by the Lab and its consortium 

of partners in Year 1 and highlighted key points that emerged and how FSN-IL plans to use these findings 

to build on its activities. There were 83 participants in attendance. 

FSN-IL continued engagement with Missions in Bangladesh, Malawi, Mozambique, and Nepal to plan 

stakeholder meetings and events in Nepal and Bangladesh in early Q2 and undertake planning for an FSN-

IL Plenary Session at the 8th Annual ANH Academy Week in Malawi in Q3, June 2023. In total, three 

meetings (one virtual, two in-person) were held with the Mission in Nepal in Q2 to discuss the FSN-IL 

consultation workshop and its objectives. Three meetings were held with the Mission in Bangladesh (two 

virtual and a second one in-person in Dhaka) to discuss the goals and objectives of FSN-IL and brief the 

Mission on the interactions with the stakeholders in Bangladesh during the ME visit from January 26-31, 

2023. One virtual interaction with Missions in Malawi and Mozambique was successfully convened.  

A list of presentations given by the Director, Associate Director, and Research and Capacity Building 

Manager are presented in Appendix C. 

Activity 5: Governance and Administration 

In Q1 and Q2 of Year 2, the objective was to establish processes and initiate steps that will allow the ME 

to undertake the activities outlined in the workplan. 

Accomplishments:  

Activity 5.1 Communications  
After many months of back-and-forth communication between the Communications Specialist, AOR, the 

Director of Communications at the Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy, and the USAID 

Governance Board, the FSN-IL website was approved on January 16th, 2023. The team continues to update 

the website regularly to inform on FSN-IL activities, events, news, and calls for proposals. 

FSN-IL continues to maintain its social media presence on YouTube, Twitter, and Facebook to promote 

and provide updates on FSN-IL activities. In Q2, FSN-IL expanded its presence across social media and 

created a LinkedIn profile found here. Additionally, the team created an Activity Page on Agrilinks, which 

was submitted and approved in February 2023. 

The FSN-IL also created the materials and templates required for the first RFA released by the team. FSN-

IL managed all incoming RFAs from interested applicants in Piestar RFx. More information on Piestar can 

be found below.   

Activity 5.2 Piestar 
During the first half of FY23, the ME continued to tweak the Piestar knowledge management platform to 

meet the needs of FSN-IL and tailor the platform to the project’s reporting needs. In particular, the team 

worked with the Piestar group to create a mechanism to reorganize reporting modules, print reports in 

required formats, and correct duplications in DPx. The ME has been working on completing all reporting 

inputs into Piestar for Year 1 for the FSN-IL and for the 19 partners with the goal to close Year 1 and 

open the Year 2 session. The ME will continue fine-tuning the FSN-IL Piestar platform into the next fiscal 

year. 

https://foodsystemsnutrition.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feed-the-future-food-systems-for-nutrition-innovation-lab/
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Activity 5.3 Governance Oversight 
During the reporting period, the ME continued to recruit for a full-time administrative assistant, but in the 

interim, received part-time support from an existing program administrator within Tufts.  

Monthly meetings continued with the AOR and USAID team. These meetings provided the opportunity 

for the ME to give the AOR updates on each aspect of the work plan and seek guidance as needed on a 

timely basis.  

The ME also developed and finalized the terms of reference and scope of work for consortium partner 

sub-awards for Years 2-5. The scope for the coming years is widely different than Year 1. The partners 

will contribute their intellectual expertise on all activities as well as participate in one international activity 

and one annual meeting. FSN-IL anticipates the execution of the subawards for Year 2-5 by the end of 

May 2023, immediately following review and approval from the USAID Agreement Officer.  

Activity 5.4 EMMP Plan Development 
The EMMP Plan development will be completed after the awarding of the RFA in Q3.  

Short-Term Training  

Country of 

Training 

Brief Purpose of Training Who Was Trained? Number Trained 

 M       F       Total 

Nepal Day One of National Stakeholder 

Consultation on Food Systems 

Innovations and Challenges in Nepal 

Varied stakeholders from 

government, private, research 

and civil sectors  

21 5 26 

Nepal Day Two of National Stakeholder 

Consultation on Food Systems 

Innovations and Challenges in Nepal 

Varied stakeholders from 

government, private, research 

and civil sectors  

35 14 49 

 

Bangladesh Introduction to the FSN-IL in 

Bangladesh 

Varied stakeholders from 

government, private, research 

and civil sectors 

12 2 14 

 

IV. Innovation Transfer and Scaling Partnerships 

During the reporting period, FSN-IL conducted a two-day series of external consultations on food systems 

innovations to support healthy, sustainable diets, and nutrition, in collaboration with the Government of 

Nepal National Planning Commission (NPC). Over the two days, more than 100 stakeholders participated, 

including 30 Nepal government officials. This included high-level secretaries, joint-secretaries, under-

secretaries, division chiefs, provincial secretaries, and officials representing the ministries of the health and 

population (MOHP), family welfare division (FWD), agriculture and livestock development (MoALD), 

women children and senior citizens (MoWCSC), and education (MoE), as well as four provinces, Nepal 

Agriculture Research Council (NARC), and the NPC. The session dedicated to the private sector involved 

ten different SMEs, while the second day also included academic institutions (Kathmandu University, College 

of Applied Food and Dairy Technology (CAFODAT)), civil society groups, and development partners and 

donors (USAID, EU, and FAO). 
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During the consultation, the ME presented the scoping methodology, activities, and outputs relevant for 

Nepal, which included findings on the 89 innovations from the scoping exercise that had some evidence of 

implementation in Nepal. The findings provided an entry point for an interactive discussion on interlocking 

issues relating to policy change, metrics, and measurable actions on the ground involving the private sector 

and other stakeholders to reduce food loss and waste, enhance food safety, and promote access to 

nutrient-dense foods. Moving forward, the FSN-IL will replicate this consultancy in the other target 

countries as well.  

V. Issues or Concerns Encountered During the Reporting Period 

Receiving final approval for the FSN-IL website took longer than expected. The process began in October 

with the USAID Governance Board and lasted until mid-January. Despite the website delays, the FSN-IL 

team was keen on posting the Request for Applications as soon as possible. To counter not having a 

functional website to reference information regarding the RFA to, the ME sent out detailed emails through 

outreach with the necessary information included (required guidelines, templates, and the application portal 

embedded). Additionally, the team uploaded these documents into Piestar so that interested applicants 

could access all the required documents in one location as they were applying. Despite this initial concern, 

the team received 20 concept notes in total.   

VI. Future Work  

For the second half of Year 2, the FSN-IL plans to review the concept notes and full proposals in Q3 and 

announce the RFA winners. The anticipated start of the work will be toward the end of Q3. Additionally, 

the formation of the MSI student leader working group and their outputs will kick off in the second half of 

the year. FSN-IL anticipates that one of the outputs will include identifying a curriculum for the MSI 

institutions. As part of the stakeholder engagement activity, FSN-IL will collaborate with the ANH Academy 

to launch travel and training fellowships to support presenters and local Malawian student attendance, host 

a stakeholder reception, and support a research training workshop. Additionally, virtual interactions with 

Missions will continue and the FSN-IL will continue to plan the collaborative national conference in Nepal 

with the Nepal Food Scientists and Technologists Association in Nepal (NEFOSTA) and the Government 

of Nepal Department of Food Technology and Quality Control (DFTQC) set to occur in Q4.  

FSN-IL will implement food system technology challenges in Q3 and Q4 of Year 2. FSN-IL will continue to 

explore opportunities to utilize established platforms to disseminate the challenge announcements and will 

continue to work with GAIN Bangladesh and the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Business Network Bangladesh 

to co-organize the Food Frontiers, an innovation challenge for catalyzing food systems transformation. 

Similar discussions continue to co-organize technology challenges with the SUN Business Network in Nepal. 

FSN-IL will use a similar approach to explore opportunities to organize innovation challenges in Malawi this 

year. FSN-IL plans to host at least one more webinar and will continue actively participating in the CoP 

FLW.  

VII. Ukraine Supplemental Funding: Food Loss and Waste 

On the 2nd of September, 2022, FSN-IL received $200,000 as a Buy-In to an existing Cooperative 

Agreement award focused on food loss and waste. The budget has been used to support FSN-IL technical 

assistance, as well as a small amount of travel for capacity-building activities. Thus, there are two distinct 

aspects to this work. The first is to provide technical assistance to the Feed the Future Market Systems and 
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Partnership (MSP) activity to accelerate engagement with the private sector and increase the uptake and 

scaling of food loss and waste scaling solutions. Specifically, the FSN-IL has been providing technical 

assistance to MSP on market analysis, opportunity identification, and ensuring that private sector 

partnerships include technically sound nutrition approaches. FSN-IL will also provide technical assistance to 

MSP in ensuring a nutrition-sensitive lens is incorporated into the design, solicitation, and award of grants. 

The second activity is to support capacity-building on solutions to manage food loss and waste in the Middle 

East and North Africa region. The Buy-In work will continue until FY26. 

Accomplishments: 

The ME disseminated the MSP RFA to an expanded audience of FSN-IL contacts in Nepal and Bangladesh 

and participated in the review of the applications. Additionally, FSN-IL prepared and shared nutrition 

guidance with MSP to guide the review process of the RFA. The guidance was targeted to improving access 

to diet quality, supporting nutrition while ensuring food safety and reducing loss, waste, and cost, and 

empowerment, resilience, and sustainability of topical areas.  

Additionally, the ME started discussions with Thriving Solutions, contracted to implement the training 

workshops, on initiating the capacity building activities by conducting a series of webinars focusing on food 

loss and waste, primarily targeting participants from Missions in Egypt and Jordan, followed by an in-person 

training workshop in-country on circular economy. To handle the logistical items, FSN-IL contracted with 

Abt Associates and is working closely with the Executive Assistant to the Chief of Party. The planning 

process is ongoing. 
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Annex A: Success Story 

The FSN-IL Brings Together Experts from All Four Target Counties as they 

Host a Side Event at the FAO Science, Technology, and Innovation Forum 

 

At the 2022 Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO’s) Science, Technology, and Innovation Forum, the 

FSN-IL was one of nearly 100 groups to independently host a side event to gain insights on science, 

technologies, and innovations that can drive food systems transformation. On October 14th, 2022, the 

FSN-IL brought together researchers, scientists, and policymakers from Bangladesh, Nepal, Malawi, and 

Mozambique to discuss the evidence required to support innovation in food value chains for healthy diets 

and a healthy planet focusing on South Asia and Southern Africa. Ten international experts shared their 

insights and experiences during this two-hour virtual side event moderated by Patrick Webb and Shibani 

Ghosh from Tufts University.  

The success of the event can be seen simply through the large attendee presence despite the significant 

time difference and there being several other side events to attend. A total of 139 participants joined from 

31 different countries for this event that began at 4 AM EST (10 AM Rome time). More than the high 

attendee participation, this event was successful in bringing speakers from various sectors within FSN-IL’s 

target countries who provided valuable insight into their respective countries’ current state. Speakers and 

attendees alike were highly engaged and provided insight that the FSN-IL can build upon as it moves 

forward. After the event, the FSN-IL team received positive responses from speakers eager to work 

together in future activities. In January 2023, FSN-IL team members traveled to Nepal and Bangladesh to 

build upon the rich discussion topics through in-person consultations and webinars to continue the 

conversations and relationships initiated by this event. The full list of speakers and a recording of the webinar 

can be found on the FSN-IL website here.  

 

 

https://foodsystemsnutrition.org/event/evidence-needs-to-support-nutrition-sensitive-innovations-in-food-value-chains-perspectives-from-south-asia-and-southern-africa/
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Appendix B: First Page of RFA Form 
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Appendix C: FSN-IL Presentations in Q1 and Q2 of Year 2  

Presenter Event Location Topic Date Audience 

Patrick Webb & 

Shibani Ghosh 

FAO Science and 

Innovation Forum Side 

Event 

Virtual 

Evidence needs to support 

nutrition-sensitive innovations in 

food value chains: Perspectives 

from South Asia and Southern 

Africa 

October 14, 

2022 
139 

Robin Shrestha 

Agricultural 

Transformation: Role of 

Appropriate Scale 

Mechanization and 

Postharvest Loss 

Reduction Innovations 

Dhaka, 

Bangladesh 

A panel discussion with experts 

from Bangladesh, Malawi, 

Mozambique, and Nepal   

November 

10, 2022 
107 

Patrick Webb & 

Shibani Ghosh 
FSN-IL Webinar Virtual 

Identifying Innovations to Reduce 

Food Loss and Waste, Enhance 

Food Safety, and Promote Access 

to Nutrient-Dense Foods 

November 

30, 2022 
83 

Patrick Webb 
22nd IUNS - International 

Congress of Nutrition 
Tokyo, Japan 

Fishing for Complements: How 

Aquaculture Helps Improve Diet 

Quality among the Poor 

December 

7, 2022 
100 

Patrick Webb 
2nd IUNS - International 

Congress of Nutrition 
Tokyo, Japan 

Nutrition for Resilience: Program 

Research Gaps & Opportunities 

December 

7, 2022 
100 

Shibani Ghosh 

Food Loss and Waste 

CoP Meeting (Innovation 

Labs) 

Virtual 

Identifying Innovations to Reduce 

Food Loss and Waste, Enhance 

Food Safety, and Promote Access 

to Nutrient-Dense Foods 

Jan 10, 2023 20 

Patrick Webb 

National Stakeholder 

Consultation on Food 

Systems Innovations and 

Challenges in Nepal 

Kathmandu, 

Nepal 

Welcome & Introduction to the 

FSN-IL: Goals and Objectives 

January 24, 

2023 
26 

Shibani Ghosh 

National Stakeholder 

Consultation on Food 

Systems Innovations and 

Challenges in Nepal 

Kathmandu, 

Nepal 

Identifying Innovations to Support 

Optimal Nutrient Density, Food 

Safety and/or Reducing Food Loss 

and Waste Across the Food 

System – Scoping Findings  

January 24, 

2023 
10 

Patrick Webb 

National Stakeholder 

Consultation on Food 

Systems Innovations and 

Challenges in Nepal 

Kathmandu, 

Nepal 

What Can Food Systems 

Transformation Deliver? 

January 25, 

2023 
49 

Shibani Ghosh & 

Robin Shrestha  

National Stakeholder 

Consultation on Food 

Systems Innovations and 

Challenges in Nepal 

Kathmandu, 

Nepal 

Identifying Innovations to Reduce 

Food Loss and Waste, Enhance 

Food Safety, and Promote Access 

to Nutrient-Dense Foods: 

Methods and overview of FSN-IL’s 

scoping of scalable innovations  

January 25, 

2023 
49 

Patrick Webb & 

Robin Shrestha 

Introduction to the FSN-

IL in Bangladesh 

Virtual, Dhaka, 

Bangladesh 

Innovations to Reduce Food Loss 

and Waste, Promote Food Safety 

and Access to Nutrient-rich foods 

January 29, 

2023 
14 
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