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President’s Message

As the school has matured, familiar fac-
ulty faces seem to change more quickly. I have
even heard one or twolong-term faculty admit
that after the first few classes, the alumni are
allablur. After graduation, for most of us, the
number of contacts we have with fellow class-
mates seems to decrease as we juggle loans,
work and family commitments. That is where
the Alumni Association comes in. And, with
the help of the Alumni Relations Office, we
are heading in exciting new directions that I
would like to bring to your attention.

The primary goal of the Alumni Associa-
tion is to develop educational opportunities
and other programs which foster a sense of
community among Tufts alumni. We have
sponsored an evening with Loretta LaRoche,
an evening skating party, hospitality rooms at
professional conventions, Preparation for Real
Life seminars, and the annual Veterinary
Comeback.

Speaking of the Comeback, have you seen

The
Alumni News

Dean’s Message

I'am looking forward to meeting many alumni at the 11th annual Veterinary Comeback on
Saturday, September 7th. Scheduled activities are detailed on page 5. This year, President John
DiBiaggio will be attending his first Veterinary Comeback and Open House.

I've been on board, now, for about six weeks. Relocation and starting a new, and very
demanding job, are certainly nota walk in the park. But, I can also say with certainty that I have
enjoyed everyday here at TUSVM.

Your almamateris truly a special place. This is the best group of faculty, staff, and students
I've ever been around. As the new guy on the block, I especially welcome seeing
and hearing from alumni/ae. I am interested in learning about the School from its graduates.

Let me tell you about one exciting activity that is happening at the School. The #1 science
and technology program on television today, NOVA, is producing a major documentary film
on veterinary medical education at TUSVM. They havebeenfilming ten of our 4thyear students

from last Spring through graduation next year. The final product will air late in 1997.

We continue to attract many (676) qualified applicants and have a full class about to arrive.
Wow - the class of 2000 -- our future colleagues in the next millennium!

Comeback please! I am anxious to see you and if you can't make it, please drop me a note.

Sincerely,

WALl

Philip C. Kosch, D.V.M,, Ph.D.
Dean

this year’s program? Not only will you get to
meet the new Dean, but favored teachers and
our up-and-coming alumni will show us what
they know. We are really excited about the
program which includes exotic pet practice,
reconstructive surgery, and veterinary acu-
puncture, And, for the first time we have
invited students to attend the continuing edu-
cation seminars as guests of the Association.
So come and catch-up with former class-
mates, meet some of the new graduates and
even learn a thing or two.

One of the new goals we set for the Asso-
ciation this year is to serve as a voice or an
advocate for thealumni. WesatdownwithDr.
Linda Ross to discuss alumni concerns over
the charging of referral fees, and we have
worked with her to develop the referral packet
which went outto new graduates—the ABC’s
of referring cases to the school. The possibity
of revitalizing and formalizing a mentoring
program is also on the agenda and will be

discussed in a future issue of Alumni News.

If you want to share with us and other
alumni a great positive experience with the
School, a great practice story, or even some
complaints or concerns that you would like to
bring to our attention, send it to me care of the
Alumni Association or e-mail me directly at
TUSVMALUM@aol.Com.

In future issues, we hope to include a few
in-depth stories about transitions to practic-
ing, what it was like to buy/start-up your own
practice—what worked and what didn’t, and
what it was like to pay off the final loan
payment. Any creative ways to celebrate?

I look forward to seeing everyone at this
year’s Comeback!

Sincerely,

Fredric Cantor, D.VM.,, V84
President
Veterinary Alumni Association
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Carla Angevine V94
305 County Way
Scituate, MA 02066

Robin Chapman V85
Rutland Veterinary Clinic
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Rutland, MA 01543

Joyce Gifford V89
36 Alton Avenue
Cumberland, Rl 02864

Frednc Cantor V84, president .

Real Life sparks dialogue

by Lori Kriedberg V88

On Tuesday, March 21, 1996, the Tufts
University Veterinary Alumni Association
hosted its annual Preparation for Real Life
program for all veterinary students. The
program has been designed to address "real
life" concerns for the students such as how to
find a niche in the veterinary community, how
to negotiate employment contracts, how to
meet the financial burdens of student loans
and still be able to afford rent, mortgages,
food, etc. The panel also explained how to
balance home and personal life with the high
pressured needs of a veterinary career, and
much more.

This year's program was moderated by
Alumni Association President, Dr. Fredric
Cantor V84. Dr. Cantor, spoke briefly about
the association and the role it plays in the
school community, He then introduced the
panel of ten alumni representing five different
classes. Panelistsranged from small and large

animal clinical practitioners, practice owners,
industry service representatives, to laboratory
researchers. The audience consisted of 45
enthusiastic students representing four classes.

After a light pizza dinner, the program
began with the panelists introducing
themselves andbriefly describing their current
occupations and the paths that led to these
positions. The floor was then opened to
questions. The program was a great success,
all involved had a wonderful time and the
students seemed to benefit greatly from the
broad based group of panelists. The questions
asked were thought provoking and led to
engaging conversationamong theentire group.

The alumni association has plans to
continue this program at least once yearly and
welcomes any and all alumni to volunteer to
participate as panel members. (If interested,
contact the Office of Alumni Relations at
(617)636-6773.) O
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o What's Happening

L AV

V83 John Rae and Rebecca Ryan
are alive and well and settling
into their new house in Pembroke,
Massachusetts. John is working at Roberts
Animal Hospital in Hanover, Massa-
chusetts. Their son, Liam Elliott, turned
one year of age on April 19, Liam is a lot of
work and he is indeed his father and
mother's son. "We are all happy and well!"
V 8 4 Fredric Cantor says that he is

keeping busy and having a great
summer. One of his many activities is
teaching his cat, Smoky, to come when
called. Gail Hartman, has accepted a part-
time position, stating this fall, at Becker
College. She will be teaching courses in the
new Bachelor of Science in Veterinary
Medicine program which starts this year. In
addition, she will continue to work at the
New England Veterinary Clinic.

Robin Chapman says "things

are good!" She started the
Rutland Veterinary Clinic in Rutland,
Massachusetts, in 1995 and says that it is
continuing to grow nicely. The clinic is
attached to her home so day care is history.
John de Jong was recently appointed to the
Board of Directors of the Commonwealth
Zoological Corporation by Governor
WIilliam Weld. This group oversees the
operation of the Franklin Park and Stone
Zoos. Barbara Korry finds that small
animal practice in Warwick, Rhode Island
continues to be a joy "- no hint of burnout!
With three boys and four weeks off to enjoy
the beach, kayaking, and my family, I'm
having a great summer!" Liz Shaker
wrote that Alan just finished his first year at
the University of Vermont Medical School
"(it seems like I've done this before)!" Liz
has started a mobile ultrasound, endoscopy
and medical consultation service in western
Massachusetts which she is enjoying very
much. It involves much traveling to the
Albany and Connecticut Valley areas. She
is also doing a lot of horseback riding,
gardening and volunteer work with a local
battered women's center, of which she is a
board member. "Life is keeping me very

busy. Our only children are a French
bulldog(I told Alan he couldn't have an
English bulldog, so this is a compromise)
and, yes, Belinda, I still have that nasty bird
that chewed your wicker furniture, I am

afraid she is going to outlive me."
V86 will celebrate their 10th

V8 Reunion on Saturday, Sept-
ember 7, 1996 at Veterinary Comeback!
Dwight Baghdoyan and Susan Zuroff
announce the birth of their daughter, Zoe
Claire, on August 2, 1995. Zoe joins her
sister Talia Rose, age 3'2. Dwight and
Susan practice at the Williamsburg Animal
Clinic, Williamsburg, Massachusetts.
Nancy Nathan married Jon Stecle in May
1993 and had a beautiful daughter,
Caroline Elizabeth, on August 1, 1994,
They are expecting their second baby in
August 1996. Nancy is very busy with
private practice, a house, and her family.
She practices in New Orleans, Louisiana.
Michael Lesser and his wife,

V8 Bonnie, recently had a baby girl,
Jamie Rose. Michael reports that "this is
clearly the best thing I've ever done." The
happy family resides in California.

Jean B. Eddy is the owner of

V8 Poquoson Veterinary Hospital in
Poquoson, Virginia. Leslie Gerhard and
her husband, Bob, had a beautiful girl,
Madison Rose Harmon, on July 26, 1995,
Maddy and mom continue to work at the
Sandwich and Mashpee Animal Hospitals,
on Cape Cod in Massachusetts. Leslie
reports that life has never been more fun or
hectic. David Stowe and his wife, Brenda
(Smith) Stowe V89, J84 opened the Lakes
Region Veterinary Hospital in Laconia,
New Hampshire in March 1992. Their
hospital was recently awarded the
American Animal Hospital Association's
highest level of accreditation. The four-year
accreditation is given only to about 12
percent of veterinary organizations
throughout the country and is based on 25
to 30 different evaluations. Joseph Van
Tiem and Sara Kaman Van Tiem V90

Jjoyfully announce the arrival of Elizabeth
Rose Van Tiem. Lizzie was born on August
24, 1995 in Chanzhou, China and adopted
on March 4, 1996. Mom and dad are

blissfully living in Columbia, Maryland.
V 8 Page Bouchard and his family

have relocated back to the
Boston area and Page is working for the
Cambridge based Genetics Institute. Vince
Obsitnik and Suzanna Lee Obsitnik will
be celebrating their five-year wedding
anniversary this year. They have two sons,
16 month old Colin and 3 month old
Spencer. They recently purchased the
Animal Medical Clinic in Peachtree City,
Georgia and would love to hear from
people. [See the Address Book, page 2.]
Joyce Gifford is living a very busy life in
Cumberland, Rhode Island with her
husband, George, and two boys, Conaan,
age 5, and Taber, age 3. Joyce opened the
Abbott Valley Veterinary Center in
Cumberland, RI, two years ago and the
practice (and the children) are growing fast.
For news about Brenda Stowe see V88.

In August 1995, Cheryl

V9 Dembner moved to Santa Cruz,
California with her fiancee. The couple was
married in Westchester, New York on
November 5, 1995 and Cheryl is presently
working at a busy 5 doctor practice in Santa
Clara, California. Evan Gandler is living
in Cherry Hill, New Jersey which is just
outside of Philadelphia. He and his wife,
April, are happy to announce the birth of
their daughter, Sloane Eleanor, on
September 13, 1995. For news about
Susan Mitchell see VV95. James Tanner
and Carolyn Clegg-Tanner have
purchased the Boxford Animal Hospital in
Boxford, Mass. They report that their
business is steadily growing. For news
about Sara Kaman Van Tiem see V88.

V91 will celebrate their 5th

V9 1 Reunion on Saturday, Sept-

ember 7, 1996 at Veterinary Comeback!
Jeffrey Barrow is working at Roberts
Animal Hospital in Hanover, Mass. (with
John Rae V83) and the Animal Emergency
Clinic in Marshfield, Mass. "I am single
again and loving it!" Laura Collins is
getting married on September 7, 1996. She
has been working in a 2 doctor practice in
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Central New Jersey for the past 14 years. "]
recently visited with Jennifer Hanson V89
at her new home in Oregon and last year I
attended Betsy Richmond's V92 wedding.
Rachel Heart is working at Arlington Park
Racetrack in Chicago, Illinois for the
summer and at the Fairgrounds Racetrack
in New Orleans, Louisiana in the winter.
She is doing extensive traveling throughout
the United States following racehorses and

other exciting pursuits.
V9 Claire Scialla Cahill and her
husband, Tim, announce the
birth of their son, Grant Patrick Cahill, on
April 12, 1996. As of July, Claire will be
back to work at DeWitt Animal Clinic in
Plainville, Massachusetts. Elisa Harvey is
enjoying working for the Food and Drug
Administration and recently earned her
Ph.D. She says her work at the FDA is a
good mix of industry, academia and public
policy, and is both interesting and
challenging. Elisa and her husband, Brian,
have moved into a new house in Maryland,
fifteen minutes from work. Sons Duncan

R
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and Alex are ages 4 and 2 and they enjoy
spending time with them going into
Washington, D.C. To my fellow alums:
Please give us a call if you are visiting the
area. [See Address Book page 2.]

Kim Buchanan-VanPelt is
still in New York. She and
Jerry got engaged. They may be buying
the practice they are currently working at
(the calculations are in progress). Howard
Coffman and Cathy (Curley) Coffman
had their first child, Emily Jean Coffman,
on March 25, 1996. They are practicing in
Marlboro, Massachusetts. Johnna Corin
says that after two jobs and three moves,
she thinks they have found a home in
Douglas, Massachusetts. Johnna is doing
relief work, Rainy's still at Tufts, and
Jared is getting big and keeping them on
their toes. Suzzi Manco is engaged to
marry to Kyle Strunk this August. Kyle is
a dairy farmer and Suzzi has a primarliy
dairy practice, but their small animal
clientele continues to increase. David
Merrill says hello to all members of the

class of V93. He is working at The Pet
Practice (formerly the Animal Hospital of
Wakefield), which has now merged with
VCA. David is the Chief of Staff and his
wife, Lisa, is a member of the Tufis class of
2000(V00). They live in Somerville,
Massachusetts with their three cats and a dog
who they lovingly refer to as their children.
David also let us know what some other V93
classmates were up to these days. Margaret
Barlow has moved back east to Rowley,
Massachusetts, and Mike Kowalski married
Lisa Fournier on June 22, 1996. Mike
practices in Sterling, Massachuseits.

V9 4 Carla Angevine and "The

Bober" had a son, Christopher
Angevine McGillicuddy on July 29, 1995,
and she reports that they are all are doing
great, Carla practices in Brockton,
Massachusetts. Mary Connolly says that all
is well out west in California. She and her
husband, Curtis Press V95, recently started
their own veterinary hospital in Larkspur,
California. Fellow alum, Mike Hawes V95,
and Curtis jointly purchased a J24 racing sail

Do you know a classmate or fellow alum who is not receiving mail from Tufts? Have you joined a practice, had a baby, sailed a sea?
Whatever it is, let us know! Fill out the following section and return to the Office of Alumni Relations(see reverse for address).
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lith Annual Veterinary Comeback!
Saturday, September 7, 1996

For alumni from all classes and their guests. Event includes
celebration of V86's tenth reunion and V91's fifth reunion. A/
eventstake place inandaround the FranklinM. Loew Veterinary
Medical Education Center Westboro Road, Grafton Campus

(&= Registration and Coffee 8:15-11:00 a.m.
Registration deadline is September 1, 1996

& Continuing Education 9:00-11:45 a.m.
$15 per person (includes coffee, pastry & classes) Continuing
education credits will be given for the morning program.
Magazine format: Three 45 min. classes with 15 min. breaks.

9:00 - 9:45 a.m. Challenges & Rewards of Exotic Pet Practice
Connie Orcutt, D.V.M., AB.V.P.

10:00 - 10:45 a.m. What's New in Reconstructive Surgery
Mike Pavletic, D.V.M., Professor & Head of Surgery, TUSVM

11:00 - 11:45 a.m. An Introduction to Veterinary Acupuncture
Kim Rotner, D.V.M,, Certified in Veterinary Acupuncture

(&  AlumniAssociation Meeting 11:45a.m.-12:15p.m.
Keynote Speaker: Dr. JohnDiBiaggio, President, Tufts University
Welcome: Dr. Philip Cobe Kosch, Dean, School of Veterinary

(& Lobster Bash! 4:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Alumni from all classes, faculty, friends and families are invited
to this celebration! Dinner is a choice of steak or lobster and a
children'smenufortheyoungerset . (Special dietary requirements
will be cheerfully accomodated, however we must be notified in
advance.) The New Liberty Jazz Band will perform in the
evening and V86 and V91 will celebrate their reunions!

Don't miss out! See your brochure or contact the office of
Alumni Relations at (617) 636-6773 for more information.

OPEN HOUSE

Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine invites you to
join us for our Annual Open House. Sponosred by YOUR DOG,
CATNIP and HORSE! newsletters. Saturday, September 7,
1996 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

(& Self Guided Tours; Information for Prospective Students;

New England Miniature Horse Show; Working Dog
Demonstrations; Veterinary Exhibits; Special Interest
Demonstrations, Teddy Bear Clinic; K-9 Rescue Leagues

Medicine
&  Picnic

the annual Open House(see left).

Picnic with your classmates, families and friends and attend

12:15 p.m.

We look forward to seeing you - bring the whole family!

For safety reasons, and because of state rabies regulations, we
must ask that you not bring your pets to Open House.

News from Tufts Foster Hospital for Small Animals and Hospital for Large Animals

The most exciting development to
report is that the Harrington Oncology
Program is underway! This program was
made possible by a leadership gift of $1
million dollars from Sarah and Jeff
Williams in honor of their family, as well
as other philanthropic gifts from clients
and friends.

The program will be housed in an
addition to the Foster Hospital for Small
Animals, supported by an additional gift
from Dr. and Mrs. Henry Foster. It will
involveinstallation of alinearaccelerator,
whichwill enable usto provide high energy
radiationtherapy foranimals andtherefore
treat more and different types of cancer.
The oncology ward will be relocated to
the new space as part of the oncology
program. The addition also includes
several new, and badly needed, exam
rooms. Construction began on July 15,
1996 and is scheduled to be completed

Dr. Linda Ross

December 2, 1996. If all goes well, we
hopetohavethe linearacceleratorupand
running by early January, 1997. We are
currently recruiting for a radiation
oncologist to run the linear accelerator
and handle this part of the program. In
addition, by the time you read this, we will
have hired a staff oncologist to help
managethe increasing oncology caseload.
Once this person is on board, we plan to
discontinuethe oncology consultation fee
as astandard practice. However, I'm sure
you will appreciate that in many cases it
will still be appropriate for you to pass a
consultation fee on to your client.

The Hospital for Large Animals is
experiencing some temporary disruption
due to the above construction, which has
closed their entrance. Animals are being
admitted and discharged through the
entrance at the rear (south) side of the
hospital. We have installed temporary

signs and painted traffic flow pattems,
and so far there have been minimal
problems. The original entrance will be
restored once construction is complete.

Two of the faculty in the Hospital for
Large Animals have decided to move on
to industry. Dr. Howard Seeherman,
surgeon, who has been on leave for the
past year doing research at Genetics
Institute, has decided to stay on there
permanently. Dr. Michael O'Caliaghan,
radiologist, recently accepted a position
with Genzyme. We thank both of them for
their efforts overthe years, and wishthem
the best in their new positions. We are
currently recruiting for replacements for
both of these positions - we'll keep you
posted!

Last but not least - we are looking
forward to seeing all of you at our annual
Open House and Alumni Comeback on
September 7, 1996. Be there!
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boat which they say is "lots of fun!" After
graduating from Tufts, Laurie Hess,
completed an internship in small animal
medicine/surgery at the Animal Medical
Center, New York City. Since then, Laurie
has spent one year in a small animal/exotics
practice at St. Mark's Veterinary Hospital,
also in New York City. Laurie is now about
to begin a residency in avian/exotics back at
the Animal Medical Center. For news about
Kelly Hickey see V96. Emilia Wood is doing
an internal medicine residency at the
University of Wisconsin's Veterinary School.

V9 5 Elizabeth Chittick is headed
to the New England Aquarium
for a one year internship after completing
her residency at Angell Memorial. For
news about Mike Hawes and Curtis Press
see V94. Glenn Kalick is now Chief of
Staff at a small animal hospital in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida. He wants V95ers to
make plans to attend the North American
Veterinary Conference in Orlando, Florida
this January. He is hoping to have a reunion
within the alumni reception being planned
by the alumni office. Bridget Malboeuf is
living in Oakville, Ontario, Canada. She is

presently working at a small animal
hospital with five other veterinarians, She
and her husband, Keith, are the proud
parents of a baby girl, Sarah Elizabeth, born
March 5, 1996. Catherine Reese
completed her internship at Angell
Memorial Animal Hospital in Boston in
July '96 and has begun a three year
residency in small animal surgery at
Cornell University. Also completing
internships at Angell were classmates Deb
Veo and Scott Osgood and fellow alumna,
Susie Mitchell V90. Bill Rosenblad
finished his internship at the AMC along
with classmates Kim Bayanowski and
Maria Vandis. He is starting a residency in
veterinary dentistry at the University of
Pennsylvania, with a strong interest in
oncology and maxillofacial surgery.
V9 Scott Crawford and Kelly
Hickey V94 are getting married
in October, 1996. They've moved just south
of Annapolis, MD where Scott is employed
as an equine veterinarian. Kelly is
interviewing at small animal hospitals after
working in a mixed animal practice in New
Hampshire for the past two years.

Dr. Pavletic
Receives Award

Dr. Michael M. Pavletic,
professor of surgery at TUSVM,
has been selected by the British
Small Animal Veterinary
Association (BSAVA) as the
winner of the Bourgelat Award
for 1996. The award is the
primary international
recognition for outstanding
contributions to the field of
small animal practice. Dr.
Pavletic received the award at

the opening ceremony of the
BSAVA Congress in
Birmingham, England, on
April 11.




