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The Assodation of Flight Attend- was one of the first organizations to realize 
that the air quality on board the aircraft we fly daily is detrimental to our health, and 
to the health of our passengers. 

In December 1987, the two-hour smoking ban legislation passed Congress. After a 
decade of hard work, we finally reached our goal of ridding cigarette smoke from 
the air we breathe on most domestic flights. But our work is not done. 

We are now pursuing legislation that will make permanent the present ban, and 
legislation that will mandate a total smoking ban on all domestic flights - so that 
when we fly anywhere in the United States, on any airline, the air we breathe will be 
smoke-free. 

Why is a total ban on smoking so important to flight attendants and to everyone 
who flies? There's no place for agarette smoke in the confines of an airplane. It's 
jeopardizing our health, our careers, and our longevity. 

We cannot predict how many flight attendants will ultimately succumb to lung 
cancer. A substantial number of flight attendants already suffer repeated bouts of 
illnesses related to their smoke-filled work environment. Respiratory and sinus 
problems, dizziness, severe headaches, and loss of balance are among the reported 
illnesses. 

The risks associated with second-hand smoke are real risks to our members. And, 
the risks are increasing. Earlier this year, a study was released which found that 
breathing three to four hours of passive smoke a day increases a woman's chance of 
getting cervical cancer threefold. And, 86 percent of our members are women. 

What else is passive smoking on airplanes doing to our health, and to the health of 
those who fly? Flight attendants might be the highest risk group, but frequent flyers 
are certainly running a close second. 

In response to recent studies, Surgeon General C. Everett Koop recommended that 
cigarette smoking be banned on all commercial aircraft. 

Who does not want this recommendation to be followed? 

The tobacco interests don't. They are working against this recommendation and 
against a smoking ban. 

The tobacco interests are telling Congress that cigarette smoke is only one element 
out of many that cause cabin air quality to be poor. 

They are focusing their efforts on what can be done structurally to improve the air 
circulation on airplanes, rather than simply eliminating smoking. 

We don't deny that there are other po1lutants in the air on board aircraft. Also, our 
union is very interested in improving air circulation on airplanes. 
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But, we don't see any logic in ailowing cigarette smoke, an identified carcinogen, to 
remain in the cabin air. The risk is too great - no matter how well the air is 
circulated, and no matter how many other pollutants are removed from that air. 

The tobacco lobby is also alleging that the current smoking ban is unpopular with 
the public, and is not working effectively. 

They are wrong. 

Only 113 incidents related to the enforcement of the two-hour ban have been 
reported to the F.A.A. It is important to know that these 113 incidents occurred , 

among 455 million passengers who flew during this time period. This is an 
excellent track record. 

il) 

More good news. F i e  is one of the greatest concerns of flight attendants, since we 
are the firefighters on board the airplane. I am happy to report that since the 
smoking ban has started, there have been no fires caused by passengers illegally 
smoking in the lavatory. 

As for the popularity of the smoking ban, here are a few brief reports: 

Non-smokers love it. 

Passengers comment that the check-in procedure is much more efficient on 
non-smoking flights. The agent doesn't have to contend with smoking and 
non-smoking seating. 

Many flight attendants have purposely selected schedules that have more 
two-hour flights in them. And, their health is improvkg when they fly schedules 
that contain non-smoking flights. 

A flight attendant I know, thought she might have to quit flying because of her 
medical condition. Thanks to the current ban, she very rarely works smoking 
flights now. Her medical condition has improved, and she can still work as a fight 
attendant. 

Even smokers like the smoking ban. A study by the International Foundation of 
Airline Passengers found that 60 percent of smokers support the two-hour ban. 
And, according to an American Medical Assodation poll, 40 percent of smokers 
favor a total smoking ban. 

Opponents of the smoking ban are expressing doubts about the enforcement of a 
total smoking ban on all domestic fights. They point to some of the long flights 
across this expansive country of ours* 

But, we have a success story that comes from "Down Under," another expansive 
country. 
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In Australia, a smoking ban on all domestic flights was instituted a year and a h d  
ago, The reports we have received from our colleagues in that country are 
exceptionally positive. 

The Australian Flight Attendant Assodation conducted a membership survey, one 
year after the smoking ban was implemented. Seventy-eight percent of the flight 
attendants reported no problems enforcing the ban. Twenty-one percent reported a 
few problems enforcing the ban. And, under one percent reported a lot of problems 
enforcing the ban. 

Stephen D. Woodward, director of the Action on Smoking and Health of Australia) 
reported, "The total ban on smoking on commeraal air flights in Australia has been 
a complete and unqualified success." 

Ronald Edwards, a member of the House of Representatives of the Federal 
Parliament of Australia, gave this report on the one-year anniversary of the ban. He 
said: "I am happy to advise the House that commercial airlines have found it to be a 
satisfactory innovation, passengers certainly find it so, and so do the operating staff. 
The question now is: Where to next? Perhaps we should be examining the option 
of introducing non-smoking flights on some limited [international] routes." 

If the Aussies can do it, we can do it. 

Just last week, while announcing his environmental plan, President Bush said it all, 
in seven words. Mr. Bush said, "It's time to clean up the air." The Assodation of 
Flight Attendants agrees. 

Living in a pollution freeenvironment is a right of all Americans. Part of that right 
is breathing clean air - clean air when we work, dean air when we play, dean air 
when we travel. It's time to pass legislation for a smoking ban on all U.S. domestic 
flights. 
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