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June 17, 1985 

MEMORANDUM 

To : Members of t h e  Executive Committee 

From: Samuel D. C h i l c o t e ,  J r ,  

Re: NAS A i r c r a f t  Cabin Air Q u a l i t y  Hearings 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

The day-long h e a r i n g  devoted t o  t h e  Nat ional  Academy of 
Sc iences '  (NAS) s tudy  of a i r c r a f t  cab in  a i r  q u a l i t y  went a s  
expected June 1 4 ,  wi th  t h e  morning s e s s i o n  devoted t o  t h e  many 
i s s u e s  the  s t u d y  i s  intended t o  address .  The a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n  
- -  with  C o a l i t i o n ,  ASH and r e s p i r a t o r y  therapy wi tnesses  
j o i n i n g  James Repace --  focused almost  e n t i r e l y  on smoking, 

Copies of a l l  a v a i l a b l e  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  f o r  your 
informat  ion.  

P ress  coverage was n o t i c e a b l y  a b s e n t  - -  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  a v i a t i o b  
t r a d e s ,  Most who were t h e r e  l e f t  a f t e r  t h e  morning s e s s i o n .  
S p e c t a t o r s ,  who numbered up t o  150 i n  t h e  morning, dwindled t o  
about  50 by d a y ' s  end. 

I n s t i t u t e  s t a f f  and a v i a t i o n  c o n s u l t a n t s  had worked, t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  wi th  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g u l a t o r y  o f f i c i a l s  and 
t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t o  ensure  morning test imony would n o t  focus 
on t h e  smoking i s s u e .  These e f f o r t s  were s u c c e s s f u l .  As we 
develop our  r e p l y  comments, we w i l l  cont inue  t o  coord ina te  wi th  
t h e s e  groups.  

Daniel  K.  Inouye (D-Hawaii), sponsor of t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y ,  kicked o f f  t h e  tes t imony wi th  a  review 
of t h e  even t s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  b i l l ,  He c a l l e d  upon NAS t o  
i d e n t i f y  t h e  source  of t h e  problem and recommend remedies ,  
c i t i n g  such concerns as oxygen, b a c t e r i a ,  p r e s s u r i z a t i o n ,  s o l a r  
r a d i a t i o n  and t o x i c  fumes from i n - f l i g h t  f i r e s .  

Avia t ion  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  FAA and t h e  manufacturing and 
a i r l i n e  t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  noted t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  docket  on many 
of t h e  i s s u e s  t h e  committee w i l l  address .  On t h e  smoking 
i s s u e ,  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  t h e  A i r  T ranspor t  Assoc ia t ion  s a i d  
s e p a r a t e  s e a t i n g  con t inues  t o  be t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  way of 
s e r v i n g  smokers and nonsmokers. U n t i l  a  government agency bans 
smoking i n  p u b l i c ,  ATA t e s t i f i e d ,  a i r l i n e s  would con t inue  t o  
meet t h e  needs of a11 passengers .  
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Three of t h e  f o u r  s c i e n t i s t s  asked by The I n s t i t u t e  t o  p r e s e n t  
t h e i r  views focused on t h e  broader  i s s u e  of indoor  a i r  q u a l i t y ,  
asking t h a t  any work on environmental  tobacco smoke be placed 
i n  proper  c o n t e x t .  A f o u r t h  wi tness  r e b u t t e d  c la ims of 
nonsmoker h e a l t h  harm from exposure t o  ETS, These s c i e n t i s t s  
w i l l  be submi t t ing  r e p l y  comments t o  t h e  committee a s  t h e  s tudy  
p rogresses .  To t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  they  a l s o  w i l l  a t t empt  t o  
work wi th  committee members, 

Represen ta t ives  from anti-smoking o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( t h e  C o a l i t i o n  
on Smoking OR H e a l t h ,  ASH, American Assoc ia t ion  f o r  R e s p i r a t o r y  
Therapy) c a l l e d  f o r  inc reased  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  nonsmoking 
passengers  and f l i g h t  a t t e n d a n t s .  F l i g h t  a t t e n d a n t s '  groups ,  
t o o ,  s a i d  they  were concerned about  e f f e c t s  of ETS on t h e i r  
workplaces.  They s i n g l e d  o u t  pregnant  f l i g h t  a t t e n d a n t s  a s  a  
group of p a r t i c u l a r  concern. 

James- Repace, in t roduced a s  an EPA Doctor ,  c o r r e c t e d  t h e  
committee on t h e  former ,  b u t  l e t  t h e  t i t l e  s t a n d .  He desc r ibed  
h i s  work on t h e  a i r c r a f t  a i r  q u a l i t y  i s s u e  f o r  t h e  World Heal th  
Organ iza t ion ,  o f f e r i n g  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  committee t o  perform 
an a i r  q u a l i t y  s tudy .  The committee appeared r e c e p t i v e .  He 
d i scussed  h i s  r i s k  assessment  models i n  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  made no 
d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s  Environment I n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e p o r t .  I t  
was a v a i l a b l e  a s  a handout t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  however. 

As we develop our  fo l low up comments, and a s  a d d i t i o n a l  
informat ion  a r i s e s ,  we w i l l ,  of c o u r s e ,  keep you informed. 

/ e s  
Attachments 


