
September 13, 1993 

TO : Bob Lewis 
Bob McAdam 

FROM: Susan Stuntz ?Pi 
Several of the progressive tax groups have devoted significant 
time to working with the p3iami Herald editorial board on the 
issue of a "fairu1 health care reform plan. And while the 
attached editorial doesn't specifically address "sin1I or excise 
taxes, its suggestion that a flat rate "workersu premiumw is 
unfair, and its call for a universal health care plan to financed 
luevenly and fairly by every taxpayer in proportion to income11 

v -- - - will be helpful as these - - organizations- work toward-alternative - 

financing- mechanisms. - - 

Attachment- 

cc: Sam Chilcote 
Cal George 
Walter Woodson 
Media Relations Staff 
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thmton not over whether !o increase in@-. it will be a wi fo rmau~ancn t  
hces. To buy that much additional mv- ?on;eyery worker, regardless oftbat work- . 
:eragc, taxes will have to go u p n e  qucs- '- .e?s +a es, -In a m e  innocent age, that'', 
ation is whether to admit that they are kind 9fpgrax used to be called 
- oing up. and wbeth~r to increase the -- or in the language of M r . z o g  . 
':fdT1 or haphazaxxily, Besides pul$ ' presidential empaign, "unfair.'* 
:canldencc, the qdutlty of any nsultlng If mvcragc rr to be universal, the burt 
..health. care plan-depends an .getting &n.of paying for it ought to be univer- 
those two matters nght. - .. d. It ougbt to be b m e ,  cvcaly and 
:: So far. both candor and fairness seem ' fairly, by every taFpaycr in prpportion 

-mbt losing. Egged on by Senate Minor- to income: For those whase employers 
iity b d e r  Bob Dole. the administration alrcad provide health benefits, then 'l :lately is hinting at a plan with few or no a shoul be a tax crcdit and on incentive 

, ?new taxes." The White House theory is for the emgloyer to continue. 
ithat employers - many :of whom -.. ,There art those who believe that uni- 
-already pay health premiums for their :'versa1 'coverage isn't wonh the addia 
.employees -- can be comptllcd to do so tional burden of any tax on anyone. 
id all cases. That would not, in Washing- That's an honest position, though evi- 

:ton-speak ,be a '?ax.'* . . dently not one shared by most Ameri- 
.saqry .rclltyg.-~n to those ;mployers cans v a t ' s  not .hoac% .is. an offer of 
who don% m n t l y  pay health benebs --.sorneth~ng for nothing: a promise of limo - especially small' businesses' employ- 'itless healtb care with *-no new taxes," or 
ing low-wage, entry-level workers. For some fantasy of invisible contributions 
them, a mandated health care "p!e- . by infinitely generous bqsses. 
mium" in addition to Medicare (wbch The Whrtc House should use ik brief 
is to remain a separate program) would remaining time to prepare taxpayers for 
be a big hike in the cost of em loying a frank and fair debate. 'Lhat can't begin 
anyone. This "no new tax" ? onnula until benefits are measured by their real 
would in fact tax the one thing that thc costs, and the costs divided honestly 
U.S. economy most needs: employment, among those who benefit. 
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September 13, 1993 

TO : Bob Lewis 
Bob McAdam 

FROM: Susan s t u n t m r  
w 

Following is an update on various August recess activities on the 
part of opponents of regressive excise taxes to fund federal 
health care reform, 

Congressional Contacts 

Local BC&T representatives were asked by BC&T President Frank 
Hurt to try to meet with their representatives at home during the 

-7 August recess ,. : _Among --the.-,meetings ,that _have been.-reported --to .). . - . , - -,,-..- 
. - . . . . . .  - -- . . ..... .. - ...... . . . .  . 

.- 
.... .- . . . . . . .  

. . -?-date-:- ~ - - . .- . -. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . ~ . - 
. . . . . .  = . 

-. - . .~ - . . . . . .  . . ... . . . . . . . . .  ... . - 

0 

-.--- 
I Local 16-1 Financial Secret-ary ~ i m  :M.aSteyron. :spoke: "ith)-sin.-;- .. = 
--Ford-.- (D-KY) to- thank h5m for his- efforts -and -to ask how- else- 

~ - ---BC&T- could he;lp. .- -F~rd;~tol.d.,-Masterson nothing..would be. -done.._ . .-. . 
on health care until 1.994 and he did-notwant--to go on  the^^- . . 

... 

offensive until he had seen what wasin the Clinton 
proposal. 

Masterson also spoke with Jeff Hall, legislative assistant 
to Sen, McConnell (R-KY). Hall told Masterson that 
McConnell was looking for ways to educate the public on the 
issue; BC&T sent a copy of its new video to Hall. 

With Rep. Mazzoli (D-KY) on vacation, Masterson met with 
district Chief of Staff Mattingly, who emphasized that some 
increase in the cigarette tax was inevitable because of the 
current climate toward smoking. Masterson noted that 
Kentucky tobacco workers had seen Mazzoli fight to save jobs 
at a local Naval Ordinance facility, and they thought it 
only fair that he do the same for them. Mattingly asked for 
additional information on the "bootleggingm issue, which is 
being sent, 

. Masterson spoke with Rep, Natcher (D-KY), who reiterated his 
opposition and suggested that the workers try to convey 
union opposition to the cigarette tax to Rep, Rostenkowski, 

, Local 16-T representatives Wayne Purvis and Jim Masterson 
met with Rep. Hamilton (D-IN) during a meeting of the South 
Central Indiana Central Labor Council, which was also 
attended by representatives of the Food and Commercial 



Workers, Communications Workers, Oil Chemical and Atomic 
Workers and Electrical Workers. Hamilton reportedly was 
sympathetic but non-committal and noted that it had been 
such a struggle to raise the gas tax for the budget package 
he doubted anyone would be able to do much to increase the 
tobacco tax. 

. The Virginia delegation of BCLT workers is arranging 
meetings with their Congressmen this week in Washington. To 
date, meetings are confirmed for Reps. Bliley and Sisisky. 

Contacts from other Labor Management Committee representatives 
include : 

. California LMC consultant Phil Giarrizzo continues to try to 
meet with Rep. Matsui (D-CA) who, in his role as national 
spokesman for NAFTA, has said he has little desire to meet 
with anyone from the labor movement, even if it's not on 
NAFTA. The AFL is picketing Matsuits California offices, 
which is compounding Giarrizzols problems, since he cannot 
cross the picket lines. 

- -  - - - - - - 
--- - . -Texas -LMC representative Harry -~ubbard-mec with Jake -pickle - 

(D-TX) on August 31. Pickle noted the wimpressiveM job loss 
- estimates and also expressed concern about the potential - 

-- -- :loss-of a -tax_ base. While Pickle said he thought- there - -- -- 

_would be an-increase of some so-rt, he said he would not 
support a g'monsterw tax. A copy of Hubbard's written report 
is attached. 

Media Outreach I 
We had reported previously on tobacco workers1 efforts to garner 
media attention to their concerns as part of a Labor Day 
outreach. Media placements confirmed to date include: 

BCLT President Frank Hurt's radio message on the job loss 
estimates was picked up by about 140 of the 200 stations in 
the southeast to which it was sent. These pick-ups included 
stations in Richmond, Charlotte, Charleston and Atlanta. 

Workers in Louisville were interviewed on the local ABC 
television affiliate (August 31), on a 30-minute radio talk 
show (WWKY) and on the NPR affiliate (WFPL/WFPR) . 

. A representative from Durham, NC, was interviewed Labor Day 
morning on WFNC-AM, Fayetteville . 

Attachment I 
cc: Sam Chilcote 

Cal George 
Walter Woodson 



DISTRICT CONTACT PROGRAM 

WAS THE CONTACT DIRECTLY WiTH THE MEMBER: YE s 

MEMBERS POSITION ON INCREASED TOBACCO EXCISE TAXES: - - - 

G m m \ - r ~ w a d ~  - k d c v m ,  ~CUCA)KLY oPPOSGD TD H ~ u P  mfi=s 
P I  C h A ~ 1 . q  m u  h w e h  Cue*- -n4C n \ o S r -  

MEMBERS GENERAL VIEW ON TOBACCO EXCISE TAXES AND HEALTH CARE 
REFORM PROPOSALS: 
h10 a m m ,  rT rnru7- & U A G V ~ . & ,  V+ ~ L J C & I L A J  ED LIQau T ~ S S  " -6s 
RUQ ~ O D L Q  o~~~~ f i ' ~ r n 0 ~ . 2 € 9 ~ ~  m 9 - x  &J m@ec-. R C S E ~ ~  7w-m TAXES 
a u p b 4 c C . a  C 4 f ~ ~ b  :,haw #+ b € a ~ u E  ~u *&r T d ~ u s r n - y .  

DATE OF FOLLOW-UP/THANK YOU LEITER TO THE MEMBER: 

Please return completed form to: 
Jim Savmse, Savarese & Associates, 1901 L Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 



September 13, 1993 

TO: Bob Lewis 
Bob McAdam 

PRON: Susan s t u n t p  d 

Attached for your information is a copy of a resolution approved 
late last month by the Ohio State Conference of Painters, which 
represents about 10,000 painters throughout the state, 
specifically opposing "all efforts to increase the federal 

c i g a r e t t e  - excise tax as -c a means - - of financing - - - health care reform." -- 

A copy of- this resolution 3s being transmitted-to the state I i- 
Congressional delegation. 

Attachment 
- 

cc: Sam Chilcote 
Cal George 
Walter Woodson 
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Ohio Smtt Confcrcncc of Painters 

FINANCING OF HEALTH CARE RZFDRK 

WHEREAS, Thm dev8lopm0nt of  health care reform policy within 
thm Clinton AdmSrrirtz6tion inaludam propomat8 vhfcb would 
finmca th. hO8lth ear8 rsforap packago through a drmraatic 
inazoaro in thm fmdaral ciqarmtta excfme tax reportedly 
gaging b8twm.n 81 and $3 per packt and 

WHEREAS, Swb a dramatic fncraaso .in tbe anount of t&r 
fadmrsl ciguettr  .xcUa tax would rerult in the loam of 
theuranda o f  highly mkillmd, hiqh-wage jobs in the cigarattr 
nanufaeturing industm diraetly, and othrz thoumandm of 
ofh.r-job8 loot-in rm1at.d recondary-emplopant, and - -  --- - 

- - - 
- -  - -- .- - - -  " - -- -* -. --  

- 

- em, -- W O N ~ O I ~ A ~  I D . ~ O Z ~ ~ Y  {f tObab60 Q ~ ~ E k 4 ~ G  .I. - 

- 

duos-paying union meaxberu repromonted by affiliated unions- - 

of-Cha AFL-cIO, and - - - .  - -- - - 

-8, -con&r eka1.a taxai  on itam much as tobacco, 
qraoline and alcoholic bw8rag.a a m  rmgmsrive taxe~, 
placi,ng a disproportionata burdan on w02king man and wolnur 
and thoir famillrr, and 

WREREAB, Thm national APL-CLO appose8 incramre8 in the levol 
of regreraiva conmumar excis. taxes on cigarattor and othar 
praductr, and 

WHEREAS, Conmunmr excise tax@# rapra88nt an unstable and 
doclining r o u ~ o r  of tavuruo, while at tha 6-6 t h o  haalth 
oar. coatm and doaand far sorvPcmr continuo t o  escalate, 
thorefon, b. it 

RESOLVICD, That the ohio Stat. Cbnferonce of ~aintar8 oppomaa 
alL effort. to  inererem tha f.6er.l cfgirmtte a~oimm tax am 
a mema of flnanoinq health care roform, and, bo it f e a r  

RSlOLVtD, Thnt M. Ohio State Confermcm o f  Paintam 
oupportm broad-banad, progr+.mivo finmnafbg o f  health care 
raiorm, and, be Lt m a s  

=80LlVtD, That thr Ohio S t a b  ~onfermnd of Paintrrr will 
aontinur tu work w i t h . t h e  national A?&-CIO to promotm fairly 
financod basic hma;LUI inswanco protaction for  a11 
Aauriuana. 
ADO-D AWZV8'P 29, 1993, COIDMMJS, OMO. 


