TO: Bob Lewis
Bob McAdam

FROM: Susan Stuntz%ﬁf&

September 13, 1993

Several of the progressive tax groups have devoted significant

time to working with the Miami Herald editorial board on the

issue of a "fair" health care reform plan.
attached editorial doesn't specifically address "sin" or excise

And while the

taxes, its suggestion that a flat rate "workers' premium" is

unfair, and its call for a universal health care plan to financed

"evenly and fairly by every taxpayer in proportion to income"

-flnan01ng mechanlsms.

Attachment

cc:

Sam Chilcote -

Cal George

Walter Woodson

Media Relations Staff

...will be helpful.as these organxzatlons work. toward alternatlve A
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B -wuhout raising” and spending ‘more - -
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. The administration’s’ quandary is

: lhcxefore not over whether to. increase

.axes. To buy that much additional cov-
serage, taxes will have to go up: The ques-—
tlcn is whether to admit that they are
oing up, and whether to increase the
axﬂ‘y or haphazardly. Besides publi
dence, the quality of any rcsumng
-health. care plan. depends on .getting
those two matters right.
* So far. both candor and fairness seem
-to'be losing. Egged on by Senate Minot-
‘ity Leader Bob Dole, the administration

lately is hmtmg at a plan with few ot no

« #*new taxes.” The White House theory is
that employers — many ‘of whom
already pay health premiums for their
-employees ~ can be compélled to do so
in all cases. That would not, in Washing-
;ton-spcak, be a “tax.” -

ry “telling "this to those employers

ivho don’t.currently pay health benefits -

— especially small businesses’ employ-

ing low-wage, entrv-level workers. For -

them, a mandated health care “pre-
mium” in addition to Medicare (which
is to remain a separate program) would
be a big hike in the cost of employing
anyone. This “no new tax” formula
would in fact tax the one thing that the
U.S. economy most needs: employment,
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New York Txmcs s
~report that the administration’s ewn
roject -a-loss of 200,000.to..

-economists flve Thigher numbers. That’
:an intolerable price to pay, -

reponedl “won't “be proportional -to

- incomes. It-'will be a uniform assessment

oneyery worker, regardless of that work- .
.er’s Wages, In a more innocent age, that™

kind ‘of tax used to be called ive

__— or in the language of Mr, Clinton” s

presidential campaign, “unfair.”
If coverage is to be universal, the bur-

~den.of paying for it ought to be univer

-sal. It ought to be bomme, evenly and
fairly, by every taxpayer in proportion
to income; For those whose employers
already provide health benefits, there
should be a tax credit and an incentive
for the employer to continue.

There arc those wha believe that uni-
:vetsal coverage isn’t worth the addi.
tional burden of any tax on anyone.
That's an honest position, though evi.
dently not one shared by most Ameri-
cans. What's not honest is. an offer of
something for nothing: a promise of lim-
“itless health care with “no new taxes,” or
some fantasy of invisible contributions
- by infinitely generous bosses.

The White House should use its brief
remaining time to prepare Laxpaycts for
a frank and fair debate. That can’t begin
until benefits are measured by their real
costs, and the costs divided honestly
among thaose who benefit.
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September 13, 1993

ORANDUM

TO: Bob Lewis
Bob McAdam

FROM: Susan Stunt%ﬁqwg

Following is an update on various August recess activities on the
part of opponents of regressive excise taxes to fund federal
health care reform. T

Congressional Contacts

Local BC&T representatives were asked by BC&T President Frank
Hurt to try to meet with their representatives at home during the
R - August recess. - Among -the -meetings that have pgen;;gpo:ped_pp~};¢;~,»;@
- T e date. b :‘,_Z' N _'lnjr 77’ e e e ""Z - "_f:;. . '7"7”,:.5. - ":._.‘—” ) ""7_“. :Ai';...‘ Prowiay = ” - ) 4:;11 :4 )

o .. . -BeeT-could help. Forqm;old Masterson nothlng ‘would be done. . .
- o : _on health care until 1994 and he did not want to go on the - T
' offensive until he had seen what was in the Clinton e -

vproposal.

. Masterson also spoke with Jeff Hall, legislative assistant
to Sen. McConnell (R-KY). Hall told Masterson that
McConnell was looking for ways to educate the public on the
issue; BC&T sent a copy of its new video to Hall.

. With Rep. Mazzoli (D-KY) on vacation, Masterson met with
district chief of Staff Mattingly, who emphasized that some
increase in the cigarette tax was inevitable because of the
current climate toward smoking. Masterson noted that
Kentucky tobacco workers had seen Mazzoli fight to save jobs
at a local Naval Ordinance facility, and they thought it
only fair that he do the same for them. Mattingly asked for
additional information on the "bootlegging" issue, which is

- being sent. - ) )

. Masterson spoke with Rep. Natcher (D-KY), who reiterated his
opposition and suggested that the workers try to convey
union opposition to the cigarette tax to Rep. Rostenkowski.

. Local 16~-T representatives Wayne Purvis and Jim Masterson
met with Rep. Hamilton (D-IN) during a meeting of the South
Central Indiana Central Labor Council, which was also
attended by representatives of the Food and Commercial
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Workers, Communications Workers, 0il Chemical and Atomic
Workers and Electrical Workers. Hamilton reportedly was
sympathetic but non-committal and noted that it had been
such a struggle to raise the gas tax for the budget package
he doubted anyone would be able to do much to increase the
tobacco tax.

The Virginia delegation of BC&T workers is arranging
meetings with their Congressmen this week in Washington. To
date, meetings are confirmed for Reps. Bliley and Sisisky.

Contacts from other Labor Management Committee representatives
include:

California IMC consultant Phil Giarrizzo continues to try to
meet with Rep. Matsui (D-CA) who, in his role as national
spokesman for NAFTA, has said he has little desire to meet
with anyone from the labor movement, even if it's not on
NAFTA. The AFL is picketing Matsui's California offices,
which is compoundlng Giarrizzo's problems, since he cannot
cross the picket lines.

Texas ‘IMC representatlve Harry Hubbard met?ﬁlth Jake Plckle 2;3

(D-TX) on August 31. Pickle noted the "impressive" job-loss

- ‘estimates and also expressed concern about-the potential -
~_“loss _of a _tax base.. While Pickle said he thought_ there Tl

would be an _increase of some sort, he said he would not

"support a "monster" tax. A copy of Hubbard's wrltten report

is attached.

Media Outreach

We had reported previously on tobacco workers' efforts to garner
media attention to their concerns as part of a Labor Day
outreach. Media placements confirmed to date include:

BC&T President Frank Hurt's radio message on the job loss
estimates was picked up by about 140 of the 200 stations in
the southeast to which it was sent. These pick-ups included
stations in Richmond, Charlotte, Charleston and Atlanta.

Workers in Louisville were interviewed on the local ABC
television affiliate (August 31), on a 30-minute radio talk
show (WWKY) and on the NPR affiliate (WFPL/WFPR).

A representatlve from Durham, NC, was interviewed Labor Day
morning on WFNC-AM, Fayetteville.

Attachment

cc:

San Chilcote
Cal George
Walter Woodson
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MEMBER:  JAxe” Picr Le

TIME AND DATE OF CONTACT: /Qajqﬁ' 3/ /593 - /3o s
PERSONAL VISIT OR CONTACT BY TELEPHONE: ﬁ/_—‘ LSoMN R~

INDIVIDUAL MAKING CONTACT:  HAakey HuBBALS -

WAS THE CONTACT DIRECTLY WITH THE MEMBER: yE S
(At.io EDD/ £ REEvVeEs yLE5. ASSIS7. I CHACLE c& [eaLTH dﬂ-&e)

© IFNOT, NAMETHE STAFF PERSON (9): -~ = ~— =~ -~ . 0 e

- -MEMBERS POSITION ON INCREASED TOBACCO EXCISE TAXES: =~ .~ = .~ .
M CommaTSMAWT = How Even, ése'ue/im.gi.( oPfesEp To EXeegE THues
(%Y F'GLL;,U% o lswen Tucemyg. “TME MosT.

MEMBERS GENERAL VIEW ON TOBACCO EXCISE TAXES AND HEALTH CARE

REFORM PROPOSALS:
NG Comm s 77 meut— How&vLe, Veky (ouckis ED ABouT Lloss =F TdEs.
AUD oL D ofPsE A 'MouLsSTER! Tws TFAA oU Td8Acce, RGAERD THAT THXES

on JoHACCD Wl Meas 4 DEU E IV THAT LarpusTey |
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE CONTACTS/INFORMATION FOR MEMBER:
c, CoOUTACTS SHIULD 5TRESS Luss o€ HIgH Bnq,._.a IDES "ND Ldoss
OF INDUBTRY. T DELIVLAED Thrkmey SHEET, Cemfneisoo SHEErs,
mo— P
COMMENTS:
HE TweichTep RéAL ConNchkan Ane
A0 D ppTeas M SuPPCIED.

APPrechTipd Fee my visiT

DATE OF FOLLOW-UP/THANK YOU LETTER TO THE MEMBER:
Wire Foklkow ‘oP oar SEPTEMPBER 2, /953

Please return completed form to:
Jim Savarese, Savarese & Associates, 1901 L Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

|
|
|
|
DISTRICT CONTACT PROGRAM
TI17740808



September 13, 1993

MEMORANDUM
TO: Bob Lewis
Bob Mcadam

FROM: Susan Stunt%(’/n(

Attached for your information is a copy of a resolution approved
late last month by the Ohio State Conference of Painters, which
represents about 10,000 painters throughout the state,
spe01fically opp051ng “all efforts to 1ncrease the federal

Congre551onal delegatlon._

Attachment . :

‘cc:  Sam Chilcote
Cal George

--Walter Woodson
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SEP 13 ‘53 14:46

P.4

Ohio State Conference of Painters

AFL—CI0
--

A RESBOLUTION
FINANCING OF HEALTH CARE REFORM
WHEREAS, The development of health care reform policy within

the Clinton Administration includes proposals which would
finance the health care raform package through a dramatic

increase in the faderal cigarstte excise tax reportedly

‘zanging bstwean $§1 and $2 per pack: and '

. .other jobs lost_in related secondary employment, and .
" WHEREAS, The overvhalming majority of tobacce workers are

WHEREAS, Such a dramatic increase .in the amount of the
faderal cigarette excise tax would result in the loss of
thousands of highly skilled, high-wage jobs in the cigaretta
manufacturing industry Qdirectly, and other thousands of

- dues-paying union members represented by atfillated unions:

 .of-the AFL-CIO, and =

”:WRSR!SQ;;Cohgﬁiif'i*cii.>€lxii'oh items such as tebacco,
- gasoline and alcoholic beverages are regressive taxes,

placing s disproportionate burden on working men and woman

and their familles, and : :

WREREAS, The national AFL-CIO cpposes incrsases in the level
of regressive consumer excise taxes on cigarettes and other
preducts, and

WHEREAS, Consumer excise taxes represent an unstable and
declining sources of revenue, while at the same time health
care costs and demand for services continue to ascalate,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Ohio State Cenference of Fainters opposes
all efforts to increase the federal cigaratte excise tax as
a neans of financing health care reform, and, be it further

" RESOLVED, That the Ohio State Conferance at'Paintori :

supports broad-based, progressive financing of health care
reform, and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the Ohio State Conference of Painters will
continue to work with the national AFL-CIO to promots fairly
financed basic health insurance protection for all
Anericans.

ADOPTED AUGUST 28, 1993, COLUNBUS, OHIO.

“We usll dwy: help keep Obio beemtifud” o1.97 cc, 60 a5 )
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