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After one semester, Tulane
student guests told to leave
Freshmen want to see school for first time
BY JAMES

BOLOGNA

Contributing Writer

As Tulane University plans to
reopen its doors for the spring
semester, the roughly 40 students Tufts admitted after
Hurricane Katrina are planning
to return to their New Orleans
school.
The students — admitted in
the two weeks after the hurricane made landfall on Aug. 29 —
were at Tufts as guest students.
They were not admitted as
transfer students, and they are
required to return to Tulane.
“They’re Tulane students,”
Dean of Students Bruce Reitman
said. “They came here for a
semester. Tulane expects them
to come back.”
Guest students from Tulane
said they appreciated their time
at Tufts but were looking forward to returning to their
school. But they did have some
concerns.
“I have no idea where we are
going to live,” Tulane senior
Jennifer Near, a guest student at
Tufts, said. Near’s apartment in
New Orleans was completely
gutted by the flooding.
Near, who lives off-campus
with a Tufts student and another

Tulane student, visited New
Orleans last weekend. She
hoped to salvage some of her
belongings, but was greeted by
three feet of water in her apartment.
“I wanted to get some closure
but everything had already been
tossed,” she said.
Tulane’s Web site has a countdown of the days left until classes begin on Jan. 7, but Near said
a great deal remains to be done
before things can return to normal.
“The city and the campus is
still far from being the livable
place we have gotten used to,”
she said.
Tulane freshman Alex Chan,
another guest student, said that
while he has enjoyed his time at
Tufts, he wants to go to New
Orleans. “I’ve loved it here, but
as a freshman, I was really excited to live down there,” he said.
Chan
lives
in
nearby
Hingham, Mass. He had been
looking forward to “going away
to school” — one of the primary
reasons he chose Tulane.
Another Tulane freshman,
Johanna Miller, said the order to
evacuate the city came just four
see TULANE, page 2

After bleach, this year’s Sox are white

NUCCIO DINUZZO/KRT

The Chicago White Sox celebrate winning the 2005 World Series
championship, defeating the Houston Astros, 1-0, in Game 4 at
Minute Maid Park in Houston. For complete coverage see back page.
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Brandon Conley teaches a GRE prep class at the Cambridge Kaplan Center.

Again, the tests, they are a-changin’
BY

ROBIN DUDDY-TENBRUNSEL
Contributing Writer

Juniors looking to go to graduate school should get their act
together soon, the vice president
of a national test preparation
company said.
The Graduate Record Exam
(GRE) is undergoing several
changes that will go into effect
next October — and the changes
may determine how students
perform on the test. The
changes range from making the
test longer to making it the same
for everyone who takes it.
The GRE is the standardized
test required for many arts, sciences and engineering graduate
programs across the country,
and it is run by the Educational
Testing Service (ETS) — the
same company that runs the
SAT and TOEFL, which were also
changed this year.
The current version of the test
is two and a half hours long: two
analytical writing sections, one
30 minutes and the other 45
minutes, a 30-minute verbal
reasoning section and a 45minute quantitative reasoning
section.
Beginning next October,
though, the test will run four
hours. According to the ETS Web

site, the writing section will be
cut to two, 30-minute essays
with more focused prompts. The
verbal section will be expanded
to two, 40-minute sections with
less emphasis on vocabulary.
The math section will also be
two, 40-minute sections, and it
will have less geometry and
more real-life problems.
Not surprisingly, a longer test
is not always a welcomed
change.
“Everyone prefers a shorter
test,” Christy Fisher, a Fletcher
School student who took the
GRE before graduate school,
said.
ETS has not yet specified what
will be in each subsection or
exactly how the questions will
be different. The subsections
will also change the scoring of
the test. The current version
scores the verbal and math sections in a range from 200 to 800
each. ETS trial runs next month
will determine the exact range
for each of the subsections,
according to the company’s Web
site.
Ben Baron, the vice president
of graduate programs at Kaplan
Test Prep and Admissions, said
students who have prepared for
the test should take it before it
changes. He expected a rush of

Area universities plan for network to keep Boston on top
BY

BRUCE HAMILTON

Daily Editorial Board

Boston-area colleges and universities are pondering an
alliance that would increase
cooperative efforts and strive to
maintain the area as a premier
knowledge community.
The idea of the alliance came
out of two and half years of discussions between the region’s
schools, local businesses, civic
organizations, public officials
and regular citizens as part of the
Carol R. Goldberg Seminar. The
Seminar is series of projects that
aim to raise awareness on civic
issues in the Boston area and
make policy recommendations.
The findings were released in a
report issued by the Boston
Foundation and the University
College of Citizenship and Public
Service (UCCPS).
The foundation is a local non-

profit group which provided the
funding for the seminar. Tufts
plays a leading role in the partnership. The Seminar was founded in conjunction with Robert
Hollister, now the dean of
UCCPS.
The most recent seminar was
dedicated to discussing how the
region is impacted by its colleges
and universities. This was the
fifth Goldberg Seminar in the
past 25 years.
One thing that was immediately clear is that the impact of universities on Boston is large.
According to the report, eight
major universities in Boston have
an economic impact of more
than $7 billion. The 75 colleges
and universities in the area
employ over 50,000 faculty and
staff.
Boston Foundation spokesperson David Trueblood said Boston
is the preeminent region in the

country for higher education.
“Boston is the golden standard,”
of the knowledge community, he
said.
The problem, Trueblood said,
is that cities are vulnerable where
their strengths lie because they
take them for granted. The focus
of the Seminar was the role and
impact of higher education institutions in Boston on their host
communities.
The Seminar began with a
gathering of information regarding where communities and colleges stood in their relationships.
Working groups focusing on government, higher education, civic
factors, neighborhood factors
and businesses met to research
specific areas of impacts between
the community and universities.
“Part of the power of this seminar is working very hard to make
sure that a lot of voices get
included,” Trueblood said.

From the many voices included, there came a number of different ideas.
“We realized we were in a period of significant ferment and
innovation,” Hollister said.
The report found reason for
optimism. Over the past ten
years, there has been a 75 percent
increase in public service programs on campuses. Local colleges and universities have given
out over $150 million in scholarships to graduates of the Boston
public schools system in the past
20 years.
According to the report, “The
Seminar documented a promising pattern of new partnerships
among colleges and universities
and local businesses, civic, and
government institutions over the
past decade.” It goes on to say
that “town-gown” relationships
see ALLIANCE, page 2

students taking the test before
the changes went into effect, so
he recommended signing up
early.
Kaplan plans to change its
GRE preparation courses to
accommodate the new format
over the summer, Baron said.
The test will also change from
an adaptive form to a linear
form. The GRE is taken on a
computer at various testing sites
around the country. In the test’s
current form, questions increase
in difficulty as more questions
are answered correctly. The new
version, though, will give the
same questions to everybody.
“I wish I could go back and
take the new GRE,” history and
museum studies graduate student Adair Swain said. The new
version will allow students to go
back to questions they skipped
or change their answers. It will
be more familiar to students
used to the longer, linear SAT,
Swain said.
She is planning to take the
test again, but before the
changes go into effect.
The old format required ETS
to write many more questions,
so some questions had to be
reused, even though they had
see GRE, page 2
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POLICE BRIEFS
STUDENTS GET THE RUNS, BUT
CAN’T HIDE
Several members of Alpha Tau Omega
were caught unloading four stolen boxes
of toilet paper and paper towels outside
Carmichael Hall on Thursday, Oct. 20.
Tufts University Police Department
officers responded to a report that a
group of individuals wearing gray Tufts
University sailing sweatshirts were loading the boxes into a blue Suburban SUV
from the side of Carmichael.
The officers, based on the reported
sweatshirt logos, went to 134 Professors
Row, the Alpha Tau Omega house. The
individuals were caught red-handed
unloading the boxes from the SUV.
The students returned the property,
and they were reported to the Dean of
Students Office.

NO, SERIOUSLY, THAT’S NOT
MINE
A Tufts University Police Department
officer responded to a noise complaint at
the rear of Houston Hall on Friday, Oct.
21.
A female was near the loading dock and
four individuals were under the fire
escape area of Blakely Hall.
The officer saw a plastic bag on the
ground, filled with what he believed was
marijuana. Nobody claimed ownership of
the bag, and the incident was referred to
the Dean of Students Office.

Kaplan’s classes
to get update for
new GRE format

WALKIN’

ON

Two individuals tried to rob an administration building at 112 Packard Avenue
on Friday, Oct. 7. Tufts University Police
Department officers arrived and found
the front door ajar and heard noise
upstairs.
The two suspects attempted to escape
through a back stairwell. One was successful and managed to unlock the back
door, but the other panicked and dove
through a double-pane glass window.
Hair, blood and skin were all left on the
broken window and taken for DNA evidence. There was also a blood trail left
outside.
“Right now, the theory is that it
might’ve been an amateur,” Sergeant
Douglas Mazzola said. Most experienced
burglars would not have been foolish
enough to endanger their lives by jumping through a window, he said.
— Compiled by Kelly McAnerney from
TUPD

Thanks to this woman, even grandma blogs

GRE
continued from page 1

been posted on the Internet. With the
change, students will not be able to
memorize past questions.
Decreasing the number of written
questions will also decrease the number of times the test is offered — from
nearly every day to about 30 times a
year.
Nearly all graduate programs in the
School of Arts and Sciences and at the
Fletcher School require the GRE for
admission. Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences Associate Director Alida
Poirier and Fletcher School Director of
Admission Laurie Hurley declined to
comment about the effects of the
changes to the GRE for the admissions
process without more specifics on the
changes.
Scores from the test are valid for five
years, so students who have already
taken the GRE will not have to take the
new version.

MEGAN WALTERS/TUFTS DAILY

Meg Hourihan (J ‘94) — the founder of Blogger.com — talked about entrepreneurship and technology Tuesday in Robinson Hall.

Tulane president asks all to return
TULANE
continued from page 1
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hours after she moved into her Tulane
dorm. “All my stuff is still in New
Orleans,” she said. “I just turned around
and left with my parents.”
Miller, who grew up in Belmont,
Mass. and attended the Middlesex
boarding school in Concord, said she
was excited about getting out of New
England. “I’ve always wanted to be
somewhere different, somewhere really
fun,” she said. “I got really pumped
about going to Tulane.”
After only six weeks at Tufts, though,
some of the Tulane guest students are
struggling with how to leave their new
friends. “It is going to be hard to re-say
goodbye since I just did that in high
school,” Miller said.
Miller said she will try to transfer to
Tufts only if she does not like Tulane
when she gets to campus.
To be admitted to Tufts, the guest students signed a contract that did not give
them preferential treatment if they want
to apply to transfer. “I really like it here
at Tufts,” Miller said. “I’m trying not to
think about leaving [Tufts] because it is

going to be really hard.”
Near said she has made some good
friends at Tufts but has kept in mind
that she is here temporarily. “You know
you are leaving so you try not to make
too many connections,” she said.
Miller said her roommate at Tulane
has decided not to return and will
remain at the University of California
Los Angeles.
According the Harvard Crimson,
Harvard will not accept transfer applications from visiting Tulane students
because Tulane’s president discouraged
transfers.
Reitman said he was not aware of any
transfer requests from Tulane students.
“I’ve found that the freshmen really
want to go back and experience New
Orleans,” Near said. “But some seniors
would be just fine if they could stay
here.”
Only one credit away from graduating, Near needs to return to Tulane
because she cannot complete that
course anywhere else. She plans to
spend winter break working for Habitat
for Humanity in New Orleans before
classes resume at Tulane.

FROM THE DAILY ARCHIVES |
OCTOBER 27, 1992

Alumnus makes bid
for Mass. Governor’s
Council
Tufts alumnus Virgil Aiello (‘63)
announced his bid to run for
Massachusetts Governor William
Weld’s Governor’s Council, stating
that he would like to see judicial
reform. The Council is made up of
eight members — all state residents
— who meet weekly with Gov. Weld
as well as Lieutenant Governor Paul
Celucci. The Republican Aiello said
that his over 20 years of experience in
both business and law would hopefully make him a favorable candidate
despite the predominantly Democratic
Council. Aiello served on the Bar of
the U.S. Supreme Court and was a
partial owner of DeLuca’s Market. His
platform included incorporating computer technology into the judicial system, and the need for reform due to
the near doubling of domestic abuse
reports over the past two years.

Administrators, local officials ask: Can Boston schools unite, stay on top?
ALLIANCE
have evolved from often negative,
contentious ones, to more productive cooperative relations in
recent years.
Hollister emphasized the
theme of partnership in the dialogue, and the opportunity to
increase collaborative effort in
the region, both in the communication between institutions and
between institutions and communities.
The starting point, Hollister
said, was a “realization that many
people were stuck in an oldschool town-gown view of the
world,” in which there was often
an adversarial stance. In fact, he
said, universities and colleges
have tremendous resources that

they can share with communities.
Hollister said colleges and
communities could “creatively
and responsibly merge the differences of opinion” that exist
between them. Sources of discord, such as campus expansion,
rowdy student behavior, and
town attempts to collect money
from colleges in lieu of taxes are
all unfortunate conflicts that can
block the potential for deep, beneficial cooperation.
Trueblood said University
President Lawrence Bacow was a
“key player” in this effort. Bacow
has taken a proactive stance in
promoting positive community
relations.
The University agreed last year
to pay $1.25 million to the cities

MARKETS

WEATHER FORECAST

continued from page 1

Medford and Somerville over ten
years. It will also invest $300,000
in need-based grant aid for local
students
attending
the
University.
“He reached out to me before I
was even sworn in,” Somerville
Mayor Joseph Curtatone told the
Daily last year. “I can only speak
positive things about Larry
Bacow [and his staff].”
According to Trueblood, institutions now have an opportunity
to form a regional alliance, a nonprofit organization that will link
the schools and allow for coordination, communication, and a
better forum for expressing interests and concerns.
“There has never been an
opportunity for all of those
[schools] to create a regional

Tomorrow

agenda at the highest level [until
now],” Trueblood said.
Universities have united in the
past for small deals — such as
discounts on paper and fuel —
but not on a grand scale. The
report calls for a new organization, “A New Boston Metropolitan
Alliance of College and University
Presidents,” with the goal of
increasing partnerships between
schools and form a regional
agenda.
This alliance would “promote
the visibility and impact on the
higher education industry on the
region and advance the collective
agenda of member institutions,”
according to the report. It would
also “facilitate civic building and
economic development partnerships,” and build a “spirit of part-

Saturday

Sunday

nership.”
Hollister said the next step “is
to make sure that that happens.”
In the meantime, Trueblood is
not worried about Boston’s
knowledge community. “I don’t
think in any way that Boston is
losing its dominance,” he said.
“We have this extraordinary
selection of institutions here.
There is nothing like it anywhere
else in the world.”
Boston’s schools must not take
this for granted and must push
forward with the reforms suggested in this report.
“We need to keep it [the preeminence] there. We need to
avoid complacency. We need to
have a thought-through agenda
of policy. We need to start now
when things are good,” he said.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Yesterday’s close

T

32.89

T

9.40

DOW JONES

Today
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10,344.98

NASDAQ
2,100.05

Mostly sunny
High 51
Low 38
Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower
50s. Northwest winds around 10
mph.

PM Drizzle
48/36

Mostly sunny
50/42

Sunny
61/47

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

“

I got to see the full
majesty of the presidency, [but] I also got to
see the underbelly of
American politics.

”

Alan Solomont
LA ‘70
Sunny
60/48

Few showers
61/48

Cloudy
58/44

see page 3
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‘a new and better world’

through the art of politics

The Daily’s Patrice Taddonio sits down with Tufts graduate
Alan Solomont for an in-depth look at his life and work

“Y

ou know,” says Alan Solomont, “I’ve always believed
there are two ways to change things.” The 1970 Tufts
graduate leans back in his chair. “You can change conditions that exist. Or” — he pauses, twirling a pencil in his right
hand — “you can invest in people who can change things.”

Throughout his multi-hyphenate career as an activist, community organizer, businessman, philanthropist and fundraiser, the selfdescribed “political junkie” has
maintained a commitment to
bringing about social change
through both approaches.
And he’s always kept a clear
mission in mind. “There’s a wonderful inscription at the Kennedy
Library that reads, ‘This library is
dedicated to the memory of John
F. Kennedy, 35th president of the
United States, and to all those
who, through the art of politics,
seek a new and better world,’”
Solomont says. “And that, to me,
has been the inspiration behind
doing what I do.”
Though Solomont’s impact has
extended far beyond the Hill — he
founded one of the New England
region’s largest elder-care companies and raised more than $40 million as the National Finance
Chairman of the Democratic
National Committee (DNC) in
1997 — it was at Tufts that the
Brookline, Mass. native first made
his political mark.
“While I was here, the biggest
political issue was when Lewis
Hall was being built,” Solomont
says. He squints from behind his
round, tortoiseshell glasses as he
recalls the details: All of the construction workers hired by the
University’s contractor — as well
as most members of Boston’s construction unions at the time —

were white men.
“I remember organizing around
that issue, trying to raise people’s
consciousness about it [and communicate] that we had a responsibility as a university to be good citizens and to confront this issue of
institutional
racism,”
says
Solomont, who, along with other
concerned students, managed to
halt construction on the dorm by

“

I remember vividly, as they passed out the
‘Humphrey for President’
placards and the balloons
started to fall and the
band was playing ‘Happy
Days Are Here Again,’ in
the back of the hall, TV
monitors were showing
news clips of my peers getting their heads beaten in
[Chicago’s] Grant
Park.

”

Alan Solomont

demonstrating, leafleting, and
knocking on doors.
“And,” he says, “we paid a visit
to Ballou Hall and sat in at the
president’s office.” This particular
tactic garnered Solomont his first
brush with press coverage. “There
was a picture on the front page of
the [Record American, the Boston
Herald’s predecessor] of a bunch
of students in the president’s
office,” he says, starting to laugh.
“There are a lot of AfricanAmerican students, and then, you
know, there’s this white kid, in a
cap, sitting on the president’s desk,
reading a newspaper.”
The best-laid plans...
Had you asked the eighth-grade
version of that cap-wearing kid
where he thought he’d end up, the
answer he would have given you
without hesitation would have
been totally different.
“I probably had my life’s path
mapped out much earlier than a
youngster should: I was going to
go to college and then to law
school, and then be a lawyer —
that was the plan,” says Solomont,
who grew up in a religious household in a predominantly Jewish,
middle-class pocket of South
Brookline.
“My dad was first-generation,
hadn’t gone to college, and I was
the oldest of four brothers, so a lot
of his aspirations fell on my shoulders,” Solomont says. “He had a
cousin who had gone to Harvard

For students, a front-row seat on the Clinton presidency
He’s partied with Pelosi and
kicked back with Kerry, but of the
political leaders with whom Alan
Solomont has interacted, one
eclipses all others.
“The most interesting human
being I’ve ever met in my life is Bill
Clinton,” said Solomont. “He’s
just off the charts in so many
ways: he’s so smart, so seductive,
so charismatic.”
Solomont is now teaching an
undergraduate seminar on “The
Clinton Presidency” at Tufts this
semester in the political science
department.
It was Clinton who reawakened Solomont’s sense of optimism about electoral politics. “As
a child of the ‘60s, I had lost con-

CORBIS

Solomont’s class has given his
students an insider’s glimpse
into the highs and lows of the
Clinton presidency.

fidence in the mainstream political
process — I was disenchanted
with the government,” he said.
“Clinton made me a patriot again
— he was inspiring in that way.
There’s really something magical
about him, really unique.”
The idea to teach a seminar on
Clinton’s presidency came in the
summer of 2000. While working
on a speech during the presidential campaign for a summer lecture series, he had what he
describes as “one of those
epiphanies.”
“This was now my fourth
campaign — the Gore campaign
— and I realized there was probably nothing I knew more about at
this point [than presidential politics]!” Solomont said, laughing.
“That was when I realized I wasn’t
just an activist or a practitioner; I
was a real student of this.”
He shifts in his chair, his voice
taking on a tone of reverence as
he continues speaking. “And also,
frankly, having seen it from the
front row, the American presidency is an incredible institution,” he
said. “It is the most powerful and
resource-rich institution in the
world, and at the same time, it
revolves around a single human
being. So that dynamic between
the institution and the person
who sits in that office, as steward
of that office ... it’s quite fascinating.”
His seminar explores that
dynamic through the lens of the
Clinton Administration. The class’s

roster of guest speakers could
double as a Who’s Who of the
Clinton years: Chief of Staff John
Podesta, Chief Health Policy
Advisor Ira Magaziner, National
Security Advisor Sandy Berger and
two White House communications
directors, Ann Lewis and Mark
Gearan. Other guests include
Newsweek’s Chief Political
Correspondent Howard Fineman,
former Democratic Party Chair
Steve Grossman and Democratic
strategist and pollster Stan
Greenberg.
“We have been extremely fortunate in the guests that have
come here,” Solomont said. “I
have been mesmerized by them,
as I think the class has been.”
Teaching the seminar isn’t the
only interaction Solomont has had
with Tufts since he graduated in
1970. He is also a University
Trustee, and he chairs the board
of overseers of the University
College of Citizenship and Public
Service (UCCPS).
Now that he’s wearing a professor’s cap as well, Solomont is
relishing the chance to be back on
campus and meeting undergraduates.
“It’s wonderful to be around
college students who are interested in politics,” Solomont said.
“I hope I’ve given the students
an unusual opportunity to learn
about this and be exposed to
some of the players. I’ve enjoyed
it tremendously,” he said.
— Patrice Taddonio

JEFF CHEN/TUFTS DAILY

As the national finance chairman of the Democratic National Committee
in 1997, Alan Solomont (A ’70) raised more than $40 million.
Law School, and to him, that was
the ideal. So I was going to go to
law school there to be a lawyer —
that was the plan.”
He smiles. “In fact, in eighth
grade, we had to write autobiographies. I still have it — it sort of
maps this out. But fortunately,” he
says, “it didn’t go that way.”
Instead, during his time at Tufts,
Solomont developed dovetailing
interests in urban studies and
political activism.
“I fell under the spell of the dean
of Jackson College at the time,
Antonia Chayes,” Solomont says.
“She had worked for the antipoverty agency in Boston, and she
was teaching urban studies in the
political science department. I just
gobbled it up.”
Solomont spent his senior year
writing an honors thesis on the
politics of citizen participation in
community health planning. “It
was all about the anti-poverty program and the growth of neighborhood health centers and citizen
participation,” he says. “I spent a
lot of my time interviewing community leaders in Roxbury and
Dorchester.”
“I was here [at Tufts] from ‘66 to
‘70, so I had the benefit of being a
college student at a very exciting
time in general — and specifically,
a very exciting time here,”
Solomont adds. “It was a time of
great activism, you know, a lot of
political engagement.”
But it was also a time of political
disillusionment.
In
1968,
Solomont, who was active in antiwar organizing, traveled to the
Democratic National Convention
in Chicago as a page for the
Massachusetts delegation. And
when he talks about what went on
both outside and inside the convention that year, Solomont’s
voice is equal parts angry and
somber.
“I was on the floor of the convention hall the night [President
Lyndon Johnson’s Vice President]
Hubert Humphrey was nominated over [anti-war Minnesota
Senator]
Gene
McCarthy,”
Solomont says. “I remember vividly, as they passed out the
‘Humphrey for President’ placards
and the balloons started to fall and
the band was playing ‘Happy Days
Are Here Again,’ in the back of the
hall, TV monitors were showing
news clips of my peers getting
their heads beaten in [Chicago’s]
Grant Park.”
Outside the convention that
night, about 3,000 anti-war protesters sparred with the police,
infuriated by Humphrey’s nomination and the fact that the
Democratic delegates had vetoed
a proposed Vietnam Peace Plan.

More than 300 protesters were
injured.
After the convention adjourned
that night, convention delegates
traveled in buses to Grant Park,
where they held a candlelight vigil.
“I always thought it was not only
for what happened in Grant Park,
but for what happened on the
floor of the convention,” says
Solomont. “Politically, I recall that
experience as having witnessed
the fracturing of the Democratic
Party.”
‘I fell in love with taking care of
old people’
For the next 25 years, his party
had trouble winning the White
House. But in his own endeavors,
Solomont met with success. He
won a prestigious Watson
Fellowship, and after graduating
from Tufts with a degree in political science and urban studies, he
spent a year traveling in Europe,
the Soviet Union, North Africa and
Israel “to study universities as
agents of social change.”
That year, Solomont says, was
“an incredibly liberating experience — I had enormous freedom
to travel and experience new
things.” Grinning, he adds that it
was also “the final nail in the coffin
of my legal career.”
Though he knew he “wanted to
do something that would help
change the country,” Solomont’s
experience at the 1968 convention
had soured him on electoral politics. So, having returned to
Brookline, Solomont put his energy into change at the community
rather than national level.
After linking up with a community-organizing
collective,
Solomont moved to Lowell, where
he “spent the better part of the ‘70s
as a community organizer.”
“We believed that the way to
change America was to go out into
working-class communities and
help organize folks around local
issues. We believed if ordinary citizens became empowered and
learned through that process that
they could exercise control over
their lives and their communities
through politics, the direction of
this country could be changed,”
Solomont says. So, along with the
three other members of the collective, he organized against hospital
expansion, fought for rent control
and published a community
newspaper.
One thing he wasn’t doing?
Making a living. “At some point, I
needed a job,” Solomont says. So
he became an orderly at a nursing
home. “I was making $2.32 an
hour,” he remembers.
see SOLOMONT, page 4
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These are a few of his favorite things
Alan Solomont is many things: a
philanthropist, an entrepreneur, an
activist. But he also collects many
things — maybe even too many
things, in his wife Susan’s opinion.
“As Susan would tell you, I’m a
collector — more than I need to be!”
Solomont said, and smiling. “I like to
be surrounded by things that remind
me of what I’m interested in. For
example, I’m a big Ernest Hemingway
fan, and I have this wonderful letter
that he wrote from his farm in Cuba
to a friend, complaining about the
movie script adapting the novel ‘For
Whom the Bell Tolls.’”
Solomont is also a big fan of poet
Robert Frost. “I made my children
memorize ‘Stopping by the Woods on
a Snowy Evening,’ and I have a signed
copy,” he said. He also owns a program from the 1960 ingruation of
President Kennedy from a reception
for Robert Frost in honor of his inauguration poem.
Solomont, who displays his favorite
finds in the study of his Weston home,
first caught the collecting bug from his
friend Sharon Pollard back when she
was a state senator (she’s now the
mayor of Methuen, Mass.).
“She once took me to a shop next
to the statehouse called Goodspeed’s,
which was an old-book and document
store. She used to go there on her
lunch breaks because she was interested in genealogy,” Solomont said.
When Pollard married, Solomont
searched Goodspeed’s shelves for the
perfect wedding present. “I went
there and found this wonderful letter
from President Wilson to a constituent
talking about the value of public service,” he said. “That was the first autograph I ever bought.”
And he was hooked. The first

autograph he bought for himself was
a proclamation that Sam Adams
signed when he was the governor of
Massachusetts.
Another of his acquisitions is from
a more recent political era. He owns a
copy of the Judiciary Committee vote
in the House of Representatives on the
first article of impeachment against
Richard Nixon. It is signed by Peter
Rodino, then-chairman of the committee.
Some of the other items in
Solomont’s collection have personal
significance. “When I was commuting
to Washington in 1997, I found a letter in a New York gallery from Claude
Monet to his wife,” Solomont said. He
was writing from the Savoy Hotel in
London, where he was living, painting
those scenes on the Thames.
“He was writing how sorry he was
that he was away, and he was lonely
without her,” he said. “So I thought
that was kind of analogous to my situation: here I was in Washington, away
from my family. So I bought that as a
present for my wife.”
It’s not the only purchase Solomont
has made with Susan in mind. “I’m a
political junkie; my wife is a rock-androll junkie,” he said affectionately.
“She is a Deadhead, so there’s one
wall in our house that’s all rock-androll.”
A smile crosses his face. “One of
the nicest things I ever did for Susan,”
he said, “was last year at the
Democratic National Convention,
when I arranged for her to host
[Grateful Dead drummer] Mickey Hart
and his wife.”
“I was able to combine politics and
rock-and-roll,” he said. “And I knew
that this would be a home run!”
— Patrice Taddonio
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Solomont has high hopes for 2006
SOLOMONT
continued from page 3

In 1972, the nursing home’s administration told their employees they wouldn’t be
getting raises because President Richard
Nixon had frozen wages and prices to combat inflation. Solomont didn’t take this lying
down.
“I read the law, and it had an exemption
for low-wage employees, so I got involved in
an organizing campaign to unionize the
nursing home,” he says, clearly relishing
reliving the fight. “I wound up getting fired,
allegedly for smoking in the bathroom, but
really, because I was making trouble.
“That experience taught me many
things,” he says. “One is the power of when
people put their jobs on the line. I mean, it’s
one thing for middle-class kids to go out
and protest the war — not that that was
without some risk. But working with people
who risked their livelihood by signing a
union card was a powerful lesson for me.
“And, I fell in love with taking care of old
people. So when I got fired, I decided to go
to nursing school: if I became a nurse, I
could support myself, and still do organizing.”
Onward and upward
That’s exactly what Solomont did, earning his second undergraduate degree from
the University of Lowell. But when he got
out in 1977, “the world was going in one
direction and I was going in another,” he
says. “I fell into the business world, not at all
by design.”
Solomont ran a nursing home in North
Andover for eight years. “I loved taking care
of old people in a different way than I had
when I was an orderly,” he says. And soon,
he had taken that “different way” to the next
level: Solomont started the A.D.S. Group,
which became one of the largest elder-care
providers in the Northeast.
“It was a wonderful experience: I was an
entrepreneur, and we got to experiment
with the most innovative things to do in
elder care,” Solomont says. “It was also a
platform that allowed me to do other things
that I was interested in, like non-profit and
political work.”
When it came to fundraising, Solomont
started small: “I started by selling $50 tickets
to a fundraiser at the Red Tavern Inn in
Methuen, Massachusetts for a friend of
mine who was a state senator, Sharon
Pollard,” says Solomont. He went on to work
on Michael Dukakis’s successful governor’s
race and unsuccessful 1988 presidential
race.
“Dukakis’s fundraiser, Bob Farmer,
became the head of fundraising for Bill
Clinton, and in ‘92, he introduced me to the
governor of Arkansas, who was running for
president,” Solomont says. “And of course,
like many others, I fell in love with him.”
Solomont worked on Clinton’s 1992 campaign, and then, during Clinton’s 1996
reelection campaign, he served as the
national chairman of the Democratic
Business Council. The following year, he
was asked to serve as the DNC’s national
finance chair.
“After the ‘96 election, there were many
allegations about fundraising excesses during the campaign,” Solomont says. “I was
asked to be the finance chair because I was
one of the few national fundraisers who
wasn’t terribly compromised by those allegations. I was asked to do it to clean up the
mess from ‘96.”
‘The rats are bigger, too’
When asked what it was like to make the
leap from local to national politics,
Solomont pauses.
“Do you know the Nutcracker Ballet?” he
asks. “Do you remember the scene where
Clara wakes up in her living room...”
And everything is huge? “Yes,” he nods
emphatically. “Everything is the same; it’s
just much bigger. It’s no different asking
somebody for $50 than it is asking for
$100,000, though you don’t necessarily ask
the same people.”
But operating on a “vastly larger stage”
had its challenges. “In the Nutcracker, the
Christmas tree and all the trinkets are much
bigger, but the rats are much bigger, too,”
Solomont says wryly. “I rode a wave in politics where fundraising became increasingly
important, and people like me became
much more important than maybe we
should have been.
“I went from being a local political
fundraiser and activist to being Bill Clinton
and Al Gore’s chief fundraiser, and that was
very exciting. It gave me a front-row seat on

the American presidency, which is why I’m
now teaching about it.” (See box for info on
Solomont’s seminar on the Clinton presidency)
“I got to see the full majesty of the presidency, [but] I also got to see the underbelly
of American politics,” he says. “Like everything else, there are parts of our democracy
that are wonderful, and there are parts that
aren’t working as well as we’d like. You can’t
get deeply involved without seeing both
sides.”
The good, he says, was very, very good: “I
remember being on the White House lawn
when the national service legislation was
signed, creating AmeriCorps,” Solomont
says. “I went with President Clinton in ‘94 to
Jordan and Israel for the signing of the peace
treaty between Jordan and Israel. There
were some incredibly wonderful, inspiring,
and exciting moments, and it was an experience that I was really lucky to have.”
But it was also a lonely experience. “I had
two young daughters, and I was commuting
to Washington,” says Solomont, whose wife,
Susan, graduated from Tufts with a master’s
of education in 1981. “I remember tucking
one of my daughters into bed one night and
saying, ‘I’ll be away tomorrow.’ She said,
‘Where are you going to be?’ I said, ‘The
White House’ — which for me was really
exciting — and she said, ‘I hate the White
House.’”
“I realized,” Solomont says, “that as much
fun as I was having and as much good as I
thought I was doing, it was taking me away
from my family. I’m basically a local guy. I
still do things nationally: I was active in the
Kerry campaign, and probably would have
taken a job in the Kerry administration. But
I like being home.”

“

We believed if ordinary citizens became empowered
and learned through that process
that they could exercise control over
their lives and their communities
through politics, the direction of this
country could be changed.

”

Alan Solomont

What’s now, and what’s next
Solomont is not one to rest on his laurels:
for him, being at home doesn’t mean relaxing at home.
“I’m focused on 2006,” he says. “You
know, we haven’t elected a Democratic governor in Massachusetts in 20 years.” And he
has a theory as to why: “We have a very late
primary: we tend to beat each other up for
18 months, and then for eight weeks we run
against the Republicans, so whoever wins
the primary is broke, exhausted and has no
strategy to win in the general election.”
“I believe we need to get behind the
strongest Democratic candidate early, so
I’ve been very active with the Tom Reilly
campaign as his finance chair,” Solomont
says.
He’s also optimistic about the
Democratic party’s chances in the 2006
midterm elections. “I think the Democrats
have a very good chance of doing well in the
midterm elections, particularly in the
House,” he says. “One of the people I most
admire is [House Democratic Leader]
Nancy Pelosi. If the Democrats win control
of the House, Nancy Pelosi will be the first
woman Speaker in our history, and that
would be very exciting.”
2008 is on Solomont’s mind as well. “The
Kerry campaign won’t have been the last
presidential campaign I’m involved in,” he
says. After all, he says solemnly, “politics has
been in my blood since the ‘60s.”
Then he grins. “Harry Truman said the
highest office in the land is that of citizen.
That’s what I am, a citizen like everyone
else,” says the man who dug the Democratic
party out of millions of dollars of debt. “I got
a great education at Tufts, though I’m probably not smart enough to get into Tufts now!
I have worked hard at trying to make a difference, but at the end of the day, everyone
can do this.”
“I believe in the power of politics to do
good things,” he adds. “This is our democracy; this is something everyone can
participate in.”
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WEEKENDER FEATURE: OPERA IN THE HUB

Leave the horns at home for a night on the town
BY

RITA REZNIKOVA

Daily Editorial Board

If, upon hearing “opera!” you picture overweight women in Viking horns sustaining glassshattering soprano vibrations, or husky
Pavarotti-clones belting about woe in foreign
languages, you’re not alone.
So maybe Wagner’s infamous “Die Walküre”
(“The Valkyrie,” most frequently associated with
the Viking horns and military might) might not
be for the faint of heart. But clichés aside, musical theater’s older, more mature cousin really is
not so frightening. Sure, it battles some stereotypes in modern society; but it remains a
dynamic and enthralling form of performance
that combines vocal ability, classical orchestration, dance and acting.
Many modern musicals are based on opera
(Jonathan Larson’s “Rent,” sprouting from
Giacomo Puccini’s “La Bohème,” immediately
comes to mind). And opera boasts a rich and

varied tradition — the number of works requiring Viking horns, believe it or not, is not that
large.
In Boston — with a thriving intellectual and
collegiate population — several venues seek to
make opera accessible and affordable for the
general public. There are outreach programs,
discounted tickets, lectures, and even, in the
case of Boston Lyric Opera, occasional free performances. Even if that public is clueless about
“vibrato” and “sostenuto,” students should still
check out some of the city’s top venues. The
Daily spoke with some representatives from the
two main companies in Beantown’s opera
scene about their overall goals and plans for this
year.
Boston Lyric Opera
Boston Lyric Opera (BLO) is the more traditional of the two opera companies. They’ve
done all the famous pieces, from Mozart’s “Don
Giovanni” to Tchaikovsky’s “Eugene Onegin,”

DANCE REVIEW

and are known for being the training
ground for many of today’s top vocalists.
Although they certainly you have your
Verdis and Puccinis, each season the
company tries to do “a top ten and one
lesser-known work, too,” said Leah
Moens, BLO marketing manager.
Donizetti’s “Lucie de Lammermoor,” to
be sung November 4, “fits into the lesserknown category.”
“Lucie” opens the “Diva Season” for
BLO after not appearing on this country’s stages in almost 100 years. The
opera features a young woman torn
between her brother and her lover, who,
naturally, despise each other. Though the
synopsis may not seem too original,
“Lucie” is known as an “archetype of
Italian Romantic opera,” according to
Luke Dennis, BLO Education and
see OPERA, page 7

WEEKENDER INTERVIEW | 50 CENT

Not just ‘In da Club’: The Daily talks to 50 Cent
BY

KELLY RIZZETTA

Daily Editorial Board

Talking to Curtis “50 Cent”
Jackson on the phone is an educational experience: He might
have a bullet-proof vest, bulging
biceps, and the G-Unit, but did
you know he could cry on cue?
Better known as a hip-hop
megastar, there’s more to this
celebrity than catchy hooks and
on Nov. 9, moviegoers will get a
chance to see his incredible tale
on the big screen, a film that
shares the name of his breakout
album and personal mantra,
“Get Rich or Die Tryin’.” Co-starring summer smash hit Terrence
Howard and piloted by the six-

time Academy Award-nominated director Jim Sheridan, I got a
chance to talk to Mr. Jackson
about his film debut, rapping,
and how he’s been affected by
fatherhood.
Question:
You’ve said in
the past that the trials you’ve
had in your life have gotten you
where you are today, and that’s
obviously a big premise in your
movie. Would you have rather
had a normal life and not had
those things happen to you or
are you glad that they happened
and you would keep things the
way they are?
CJ:

For me, I’d keep things

exactly the way they are, you
know? If it didn’t feel so bad
then, it wouldn’t feel so good
now. What we consider a ‘normal life’ may be a life where
people don’t actually come into
their own and be able to show
some significance about them
as a person. Like, I’m from the
bottom, so my situation either
becomes inspiring to people or
they’re envious because they’re
not in the same position I’m in.
But overall, I feel good about my
accomplishments. And I don’t
believe ambition is a learned
behavior; I believe it’s part of
your character.
I realized,
see INTERVIEW, page 6

THEATER REVIEW

JOSÉ MATEO’S BALLET THEATER

José Mateo specializes in creative theater company titles.

Local choreographer’s
talents shine in close setting
BY

HANNAH ERHLICH

Contributing Writer

For the typical college student,
going to the ballet doesn’t exactly
top the list of hip Thursday night

Passion/Sublime
At the Sanctuary Theater,
400 Harvard St., Cambridge.
Through October 30th

activities to engage in. People have
better things to do than watch
stick-thin dancers hop around
onstage to the energetic beats of
Mozart... or do they? José Mateo’s
new ballet, “Passion/Sublime,”
challenges the conventions of “traditional” ballet to create a powerful display of creativity, talent, and
love.
As
a
result,
“Passion/Sublime” is far from boring — it is inspiring.

The first striking difference that
sets “Passion/Sublime” apart from
more traditional ballets is the
basic layout of the theater. The
“theater” in this case is Sanctuary
Theatre, an old Baptist Church in
Harvard Square that has been renovated for José Mateo’s Ballet
Theater.
The setting is quaint, but more
importantly, it is accessible. The
entire theater is held in the same
open space, a single room, with a
high vaulted ceiling and old stone
walls. There are only thirty or forty
seats in the theater, and they’re
placed on the same floor that the
dancers dance on.
The layout of the theater creates
a powerful sense of intimacy
between the dancers and the audience. The sheer proximity of the
dancers (they are so close that
audience members can literally
see PASSION/SUBLIME, page 7
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Rebecca Schnoffer as Lady Sneerwell in “The School for Scandal.”

Gossip, hearsay are all part of ‘School’
BY

LUCY GAINES

Contributing Writer

Rumors and scandals are at
the heart of our society. Every
day, we turn on our televisions,

The School for Scandal
Directed by Sheriden Thomas
At the Balch Arena Theater
October 27-29 and November 3-5
Tickets are $7 w/ Tufts ID

computers and radios to tune
into the latest news of celebrities (Katie Holmes is pregnant?).
Apparently, this need for gossip
is fairly universal across history:
When the Department of Drama

and Dance’s new play, Richard
Brinsley Sheridan’s “The School
for Scandal,” first premiered in
1777, it was highly praised for its
realistic portrayal of the human
weakness for hearsay.
The Department’s first production of the season, “The
School for Scandal,” has been
carefully crafted by director
Sheriden Thomas and script
adaptor
Susanne
Corso.
Together they have enhanced its
original
18th
century
Restoration comedy with a
modern-day flair.
The play relates the story of
three pairs of star-crossed lovers
and their miscommunications

and gullibility for gossip and
scandal. Because the show is an
ensemble piece, each element
plays off the others to create
gossip, scandal, and quite a bit
of trouble.
There are the gentry, who are
attempting to live their lives, the
gossips, who are attempting to
pull apart these lives, and the
mechanicals, who help to move
the play along by setting the
scenes and carrying out other
essential tasks to pull the entire
production together. This concept of having no true leads
makes “The School for Scandal”
see SCANDAL, page 7

6

THE TUFTS DAILY

ARTS | LIVING

Thursday, October 27, 2005

50 Cent answers controversy raised by his film’s posters

JILL HARRISON | TRAVELLING LUSH

INTERVIEW
continued from page 5

comin’ up with out finances, it felt like
finances would be the answer to all my
problems, and it wasn’t until I acquired
the finances that I realized what truly
makes me happy is setting new goals and
accomplishments.

On coming of age

T

wenty-one — that’s a great number,

huh?

21

Jump

Street.

Blackjack. Divisible by seven and

three. Oh yeah, AND it’s the legal drinking
age. Silly me, how could I forget? I just
spent an entire weekend celebrating that
number.
Not my own of course; the Lush is not
one of those unfortunate seniors still stuck
using a fake ID, but my friend (let’s call him
Jason) is. This seems to be the season of
21st birthdays — and, more importantly,
21st birthday celebrations. Fall semester is
the time of year when the last few underage seniors finally hit that magical age, and
the lucky juniors begin to. But 21st birthdays are never quite what we expect them
to be, so from my ripe old age of 21 and a
half, I have some observations to make.
We like to pull out all the stops for this
special day. But despite all the big talk
about doing 21 shots, keg stands, case
races, Edward Fortyhands, Jell-o shots,
chugging Jungle Juice or whatever your
particular poison may be, almost nobody
ends up being the Drinking Champ they
have long-dreamt of becoming on the Big
Day.
This is usually due to one major, rookie
mistake — celebrating too much before
the big day itself. I admit to this one myself.
At my 21st birthday party back in April,
which featured the Lush’s very first keg
stand, I was on top of the world. That is,
until the next day — my actual birthday —
when I couldn’t get out of bed until 4 p.m.
or stomach more than a couple of sips of
my first legal drink at the Burren that night.
The Lush would not dare to suggest taking it easy at a 21st birthday party. On the
contrary, the Lush’s motto is go hard or go
home ... just do it on the proper day, lest
you ruin the event. A quote from my
recently legal friend: “I got so much alcohol for my birthday, but now that I’m 21 I
feel like I never want to drink again.” Those
words are like nails on a chalkboard to the
Lush. Don’t let this be you.
But this quote brings us to a peculiar
point about turning 21: Everyone gives you
alcohol. I am not trying to suggest that
alcohol is not a good gift. Alcohol is a wonderful gift, but the most fun thing about
turning 21 is being able to buy your booze
yourself. Believe me, I’m six months in and
it hasn’t gotten old yet. So clearly the far
superior present is cash with which to go
BUY booze. Everyone needs to have the
experience of hearing the scanner beep
out Happy Birthday and getting their birthday present from Anne at Hillsides
Liquors; I know I still cherish my Killian’s
pint glass.
But when it comes right down to it, there
is one thing to realize about the 21st birthday: It changes us all. After a couple days,
weeks or months of exploring all the legit
bars that Boston has to offer (as opposed to
whichever dive would actually accept your
fake), you will realize that the last birthday
that we all looked forward to in our youth
has passed. Somewhere along the way we
became twentysomethings. Not too far
after is — horror of horrors — 30 (!).
The Lush is not here to wax nostalgic
about how quickly time flies. To be honest,
I just don’t want to think about how fast it
actually goes. It’s no secret that most of us
mellow with age, but I feel compelled to
use this space to encourage all you Daily
readers to make good use of your legal status.
Almost every 21-year old friend that I
talked to said that they drink considerably
less now that they are legal than they did
while they were still in waiting. My 18year-old self would certainly shake her
see LUSH, page 8
Jillian Harrison is double majoring in history
and archeology. She can be reached via e-mail
at Jillian.Harrison@tufts.edu, just not on Friday,
Saturday and Tuesday nights.

Q:Was it less difficult to do this movie
because it was based on your life?
CJ:
When
you
play
a
character...people do research; the
majority of the time, they have to do
research to kinda create who this character is in their heads, and the mannerisms,
and how they would respond to certain
things. Having the film be loosely based
on myself, it was easier at some points,
and it was more difficult at some points,
because I had to get myself mentally in
the space that I was in when I was going
through those things so that I could identify with where I was at certain points.
Because if you put yourself in a real
upsetting situation... like, I was able to
cry on cue, but then the next scene is a
scene that is almost comedy — how do
you come from that? You know what I’m
saying? It’s all shot out of sequence.
Q:You talked earlier about people saying
things about your [graphic movie]
posters, but what is your feeling? [In one
of the promotional posters for “Get Rich
or Die Tryin’,” 50 Cent holds an infant in
one arm while the butt of a gun protrudes from his waistband.] What do you
say about the conflicting views there?

50 Cent has interests apart from candy, and the shops in which it is sold.

CJ:
I say that it’s all their perception
of me, and that’s been created by all the
publications again. In my eyes, the photograph I’m showing you is that I’m the
protector in the situation. I actually have
my son in one arm and the gun behind
me, like I’m gonna do whatever it takes to
do what I’m trying to do. And it was perfect; I thought the photograph was a
great representation of the actual film,
because I was really aggressive in order to

get by in the environment where I was
from, and I had the option to write music
for a living.
But when I committed to write music
for a living was when my son came into
the picture. [Before] if I had to go to jail
where I had to go away and sit on the
bench for a little bit, the only person it
would be bothering was me — I was my
only responsibility at that point. When
my son came into the picture, he

YAHOO! LAUNCH

changed my life; he became my priority.
And I had to provide for him, so I know
that if I wasn’t physically available to provide for him, nobody else would. So the
poster, we know we’ve seen way bigger
guns than that gone — you [only] see a
handle sticking out on my back! And
we’ve seen guns pointed at us, machine
guns, every kind of gun you could think
of, on film; they’re using it to market the
film, and that’s the truth.

New owners hope to revive famed grunge studio
BY JOSH GOODMAN

Knight Ridder Tribune

Just like vinyl albums, conventional
recording studios are in danger of joining
the fossil record of the analog era as a wave
of do-it-yourself artists —equipped with
little more than a Mac and a few mikes
—churn out music to the dismay of audiophiles.
But don’t tell that to Jonathan Plum. The
34-year old producer has mortgaged his
condo and his parents’ Bellevue, Wash.,
home to acquire London Bridge. The legendary recording studio catapulted the
Seattle grunge sound to the world in the
early `90s but has sat idle, partly due to the
move away from big budget, reel-to-reel
recording.
Together with fellow producer Geoff Ott,

31, the two hope to restore London
Bridge’s former luster and avoid the fate of
other landmark studios, such as Los
Angeles’ Cello and New York’s Hit Factory,
that have closed this year.
They plan to consolidate their already
successful business model as low-cost
producers and stay ahead of the fast-moving, technological curve.
“We want to join the digital revolution,
not resist it,” says Plum, who joined
London Bridge as an intern cleaning toilets in 1992. He stayed with the studio until
1997, honing his skills as an engineer.
Founded in 1985 by brothers Rick and
Raj Parashar, the facility surged to fame
with the 1991 release of Pearl Jam’s multiplatinum debut “Ten,” which was recorded
using the studio’s trademark British-made
Neve 8048 console.

Albums that sold more than 36 million
copies have been recorded there by bands
such as Alice in Chains, Temple of the Dog,
Blind Melon and Soundgarden.
London Bridge is one of about 70
recording studios in Seattle. Often overlooked, the studios generate some 8,700
jobs and contribute more than $1 billion to
the local economy each year, according to
a 2004 study conducted by the city’s Office
of Economic Development.
During London Bridge’s heyday, Plum
says he regularly pulled 16-hour days,
seven days a week.
“My day job consisted of hanging out
with bands like Pearl Jam and helping
them record music,” he says. “It was
incredible. It wasn’t until years later
that I realized I had been part of a
musical revolution.”

WEEKENDER | HEAT SEEKERS

Ambiguously ethnic
1. Purple Confusion —
“Return to Nassau”
Do you enjoy counting? Perhaps you
often enjoy mixing up the usual “One,
two, three, four, five ... “ sequence we
all know and love? Then this is the
song for you. This half-Japanese, halfFrench collective consistently weaves
segments of three digits each through
their also seemingly disjointed lyrics
(“On the boat / 2-2-7 / Return to
Nassau / Come from Frisco / In the bus
/ 3-5-7 / In a car / 6-6-5”). One can
only guess if these are the area codes
that pepper Purple Confusion’s idyllic
travels, or perhaps the
kilometers/miles/nautical knots per hour
at which they jet-set. Despite the song’s
oddities, do what we do at the Daily:
assign different modes of transport and
numbers to different people and sing
along in a blissful canon.
— Allison Roeser

Silver Jews — “How Can I Love You If
You Won’t Lie Down”
David Berman might be the greatest
wordsmith/poet/rocker you’ve never heard
of. But you wouldn’t know it after listening to the infectious “How Can I Love You
If You Won’t Lie Down,” Berman tells you
so himself in fact, “Fast cars, fine
ass/These things will pass/And it won’t get
more profound.”
Complete with old school style backup
singers and a clap-along beat, Berman
and his all-star band (including Stephen
Malkmus on guitar and Paz Lenchantin on
violin and banjo) have crafted a stellar two
minute hoedown.Berman may be in his
mid 30’s, and most of the material on this
latest LP deal with darker topics (namely
his attempted suicide), but he still has all
the same questions us college students
have. So next time your lady friend is getting you all hot and bothered on the
dance floor, don’t forget to ask her, “How
can I love ya’ honey, if you won’t just lie
down?”
— Sam Verrill

3.
DJ.RO — “Vurb”
This kid has been on a meteoric rise
since he remixed DJ Navaho’s “The
Arabs” two years ago. Last month he
remixed one of our favorite songs:
Pablo Olmo’s “De Camino A Tu Casa.”
But between his remixing duties,
“RO” had time to drop this solo joint
last summer. The Deej, as he’s called by
some, is an 18-year-old kid from
Glenville, NY, and just repeats the same
few beats over and over during this
five-minute track, adding and subtracting various synthesized instruments.
Over what sounds like a constant
baseline of a grandfather clock gong,
RO mixes in steel drums, cymbals and
what may or may not be a didgeridoo.
Ro’s life outside of the studio only
adds to his allure. Let’s just say he’s a
high school senior and his girlfriend is,
um, a little younger. Hey Brittany!
Check this track out at internetdj.com
— for all your head-bobbin’ enjoyment.
—Brian Loeb
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Interest in opera is on the rise among younger patrons
OPERA
continued from page 5

Community Programs Manager.
Though not performed as often
as other exports from la bella
Italia (think everything Puccini),
it is one of the genre’s hidden
gems.
There are actually two versions
of the story of Lammermoor’s
lovely lady: the first originally
written in Italian in 1835 (“Lucia
di Lammermoor”), and another
which was revised and later
translated into French. Among
the work’s merits is the famous
quasi-Ophelian “mad scene,”
which is raised a step up in the
newer opera.
“We performed the original in
1997, and it’s always a healthy
thing to present different views of
a work. It’s an interesting choice
for our audience, since Donizetti
himself orchestrated the later
version,” said Steven Steiner,
Director of Productions at BLO.
Changes include additions and
subtractions of various characters, as well as new arias.
Co-produced
with
Glimmerglass Opera, “Lucie de
Lammermoor” will star soprano
Tracy Dahl in the title role, tenor
Yasu Nakajima as her lover Edgar,
and baritone Gaetan Laperriere
as Henri, the brother, and is
scheduled to open November 4.
Opera Boston
Opera Boston, which prides
itself on presenting innovative,
modern, and lesser-known
works, has just completed its run
of Menotti’s “The Consul” (see
the review in the October 24 edition of The Daily). “The Consul,”
which tells the story of a woman
separated from her husband by a
totalitarian government, was
performed at OB’s home base,
the Cutler Majestic Theatre. Next
in the season is Chabrier’s
“L’etoile,” a tale of love triangles
and Parisian confusion, which
will be sung in English during
March 2006.
Tufts’ choral director, Andrew
Clark, doubles as choirmaster for
Opera Boston.
In September, the company recognized Tufts’ own drama
department chair, Barbara
Grossman, along with Joan
Benard Cutler, a philanthropic
arts patron, for their work in aiding Boston’s artistic scene. A galafundraiser, presided over by
Governor Mitt Romney was held
in honor of the event.
It ain’t over while the fat lady
sings
Think opera’s old-fashioned?
Apparently it’s not! According to
OperaAmerica.org, a nonprofit
organization
dedicated
to
spreading the word about the art,
attendance in the United States
grew more than 30 percent from
1982 to 2002.
“Opera has been the fastest
growing classical genre,” said

ROBERT TINKER

BLO’s ‘Lucie,’ soprano Tracy Dahl, ponders life’s woes at Manitoba Opera.
Carole
Charnow,
General
Director of Opera Boston.
“Trends show that audiences are
increasing overall.”
But in Boston, the opera
demographic is still older and
predominantly affluent. BLO’s
average age for patrons is 58,
according to Marketing Manager
Leah Moens. BLO works to
increase the attendance of
younger patrons through education and community outreach
programs. Students can attend
dress rehearsals for a discounted
price, as well as catch rush tickets.
BLO broke attendance records
in 2002 with its free production of
“Carmen on the Common.” It
drew over 100,000 people, most
under the age of 35. Research
from the “Carmen” performance
confirmed that diverse groups of
people really are engaged and
intrigued: Fifty percent of those
polled at that performance
thought “opera is for everyone.”
BLO plans to repeat the whole
“free” spiel in September 2006,
with its version of Verdi’s classic
“Aida.”
Opera Boston has a slightly
different demographic, perhaps
because of its newer repertoire
and smaller theater dimensions.
“We share some audience —
the connoisseurs,” Charnow
said, “who tend to attend every
opera in Boston. There are also
the young professionals who
come for the new productions

and for the political, theatrical
value. Finally, there are students
and young people who come for
the adventurous repertoire.”
OB focuses on works that
haven’t been performed in
Boston. The company produced
“Nixon in China” last year for the
first time since its primere 20
years ago.
When asked whether they
have to compete for audiences,
reps from both companies
denied rivalry.
“A lot of bigger cities have
many more opera companies,”
Steiner said. Both OB and BLO
put on three or so full-stage
operas per season, and there are
a number of patrons who attend
every opera staged by both. They
also cite varied repertoires that
appeal to different groups of people.
Charnow attributed some of
the medium’s new popularity to
subtitles, which make the show
more accessible to an Englishspeaking audience while conserving the beauty of the libretto’s original language. Both opera
companies project the subtitles
on screens adjacent to the stage.
Even “softer” epic musicals,
such as the uber-famous
“Phantom of the Opera” or “Les
Misérables,” apparently draw
folks to the real deal, though
they’re far from being considered
opera themselves. “They get the
name of opera out there,” said
Charnow, making people want to

go for that overall experience.
With improved technology,
vibrant sets, and full orchestras,
the theatrical aspect of opera is
much more enhanced now than
in years past. “The MTV generation responds more to the visual,” Clark said.
“It’s multimedia,” Steiner said.
“It can attract young people for
the visual aspect, as well as maintain a continuous older audience. The interest is there - the
trick is to keep audiences coming
back with by engaging them.”
But is extra effort still needed
to get people to go? Clark admits
that part of the problem can be a
lack of innovation.
“Opera Boston is certainly
innovative,” he said, “but even
great standard opera repertoire
has standards to be performed in
a relative way. Plus, it’s very
expensive to put on and coordinate. For that, it’s always going to
be vulnerable financially.”
Budget constraints are always
an issue in artistic organizations,
and even more so in classical
music. Some performances end
up being more draining than
expected — including BLO’s
“Flight” last season. Most projects are financed by individual
donations or businesses; for BLO,
ticket sales only cover 30 percent
of the budget. A large part of the
audience consists of seasonal
subscribers, though both companies offer cheap rush tickets to
students and group discounts.
But as interest increases, organizers believe donations will follow.
“Budget constraints do make
things more challenging, yes,”
said Steiner, “but if anything, it’s a
challenge to think in more creative ways, a challenge to strive
for innovation.”
Boston lags behind other large
cities. Its two prominent companies seem skimpy in comparison
to the more than 20 in nearby
New York City. Theaters here lack
some of the structural features
that facilitate consummate operatic performance.
Yet Boston Globe’s Geoff
Edgers noted a few weeks ago
that other companies are catching on, too, like American
Repertory Theater and its recent
production of “Carmen,” adapted for a much more intimate,
untraditional space. There’s also
Teatro Lirico d’Europa, a touring
company that also performs in
the Cutler Majestic.
It seems as opera gains
momentum, both companies
will have to reevaluate performance logistics and the breadth of
their repertoires. But this is a step
towards further progress, not to
mention artistic development.
People, especially students,
are at last learning that it’s not all
about Viking hats.
“Young people are going to the
opera. I’m very optimistic about
the future of opera in Boston —
I’m absolutely hopeful,” he said.

Ensemble cast
makes ‘School’
noteworthy
SCANDAL
continued from page 5

unique, in that the entire cast
works as a unit, each member
performing his or her duty to
move the show along.
According to sophomore
Madeline Schussel, who plays
Mrs. Candour, the crux of the
show lies in “how gossip interferes with our lives. It’s a battle
between characters trying to live
their lives and those trying to
tear it apart,” she said.
The concept for this production — to join contemporary
scandal with 18th century fanfare — is successful in a large
part due to the efforts of director
Thomas, who received two Leon
Rabin Awards and three Theater
Critics Forum Awards and who
directed last year’s “Hay Fever,”
and text coach Susanne Corso,
who aided in much of the script
adaptation.
“It is important to realize that
although this is a period piece,
what was true then is true now.
Gossip and scandal then is simply escalated to the media level
in modern day society,” said
Thomas.
The play was drastically shortened to achieve a more contemporary length. In this way, the
piece is more action-packed,
another modern convention of
entertainment. Another important adaptation of the piece was
gender-bending, by altering the
number of female cast members
from only four to 12. This gives
the production a more contemporary feel as well.
The overall style of “The
School for Scandal” is intended
to be one of enormous luxury,
like a fashion show or media
event. By creating a complicated
set and luxurious costumes, the
audience is reminded of the
present day quality in the 18th
century work. “It’s a media event,
with everything big and flashy,”
said junior Will Shaw, who plays
Master Rowley.
This idea of an elaborate
media event causes “The School
for Scandal” to be a large scale
production for the Balch Arena
Theater, with highly technical
elements and lavish costume
designs. The cast is sizeable, with
21 members, and there are several technical crews working to pull
off the detailed show.
The immense complexity of
the piece requires precise collaboration of all elements: lights,
sound, acting. Director Sheriden
Thomas mentioned that this
production is the biggest one she
has done yet at Tufts.
This is one ‘spectacle’ that
promises two hours of solid
entertainment, scandal aside.

‘Passion’ tops a party any day — if you enjoy parties with no lights, that is
PASSION/SUBLIME
continued from page 5

hear them breathing) makes it difficult to
watch the ballet passively. It is easier to zone
out when you’re watching tiny people dance
on a distant stage than when there’s a
dancer so close that you can see the sweat
beads form on their forehead.
The effect of all this is that the audience
has a chance to enjoy ballet not for its perfection, but for its humanity. The dancers
are not just dancers — they are people, and
being constantly reminded of this allows
spectators to more fully appreciate the
immense talent on display.
Don’t be fooled by the fact that José
Mateo’s Ballet Theater is a relatively small
local company. The dancers are world-class,
and visibly dedicated to their art. Perhaps it’s
the proximity that allows viewers to sense
the passion that each dancer has for ballet.

In any case, it’s a wonderful thing to behold.
As for Mateo himself, he’s no stranger to
the art of choreography; he has personally
choreographed over 80 ballets for his company,
including
both
acts
of
“Passion/Sublime.” Even someone who
knows nothing about the technicalities of
ballet can easily see that Mateo has an
incredible aesthetic sense, which allows him
to take surprising and beautiful liberties.
Perhaps the most noticeable feature of
Mateo’s choreography is the way he
embraces the asymmetrical. His dancers
alternately perform in line and staggered
across the floor in groups of twos and threes,
making audience members feel as if the
whole scene is unfolding before their eyes.
The technique gives the ballet both a sense
of spontaneity and a classical feeling reminiscent of a Degas painting.
“Passion/Sublime” itself is a set of two

ballets and two themes. It uses two key
works of music, Mozart’s Concerto #20 and
Henryk Górecki’s Symphony #3, “The
Lamentation,” assigning a central idea of
the ballet to each movement.
The first act, “Sublime,” is set to Mozart’s
Concerto. It is delicate and hypnotic, and
although it deals with heavenly beauty,
there is something very human about the
way its dancers interact.
The second act, “Presage,” uses Górecki’s
heavy symphony to express earthly passion.
Though the first act is good, this one is better. Simple and straightforward, perfectly in
keeping with the music, “Presage” is powerful because it does not rely on the music
alone to create drama and emotion. The
choreography too is dramatic, slow-moving
and sensual, and just as unexpected as the
symphony.
“Passion/Sublime” is a truly unified work.

The choreography and music are inextricably tied together, so that neither one fades
into the background; both are more powerful together than they would be apart.
As for the costumes and set, well, the key
word is simple. There are just a few colored
lights and barely a tutu in sight, but that’s all
that’s needed. There is nothing to get in the
way of the dancers. Or, perhaps more accurately, there’s nothing to get in the way of the
relationship between the dancers and the
audience. And this relationship is ultimately
what the ballet seeks to cultivate.
Tickets for the ballet aren’t cheap; $32 is a
lot for a college student. In addition,
“Passion/Sublime” has a short run; it’s only
playing until October 30. But if you have the
opportunity to go see it, do so. It may be one
of the most beautiful shows you ever see.
This Thursday, frat parties can wait. Don’t
get drunk — get inspired.
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What’s on this weekend
Thursday, October 27
CLUBS AND BARS
ABBEY LOUNGE (617-441-9631),
3 Beacon St., Somerville.
Mainstage | “Gato Malo Katrina
Relief Residency” with Jack
Grace Band Dirty Truckers Lucky
57 Kickbacks | Pub Stage | Jason
Bennet Mark Lind
ARIA (617-338-7080),
246 Tremont St., Boston.
NYC hip-hop with guest DJs
AVALON (617-262-2424),
15 Lansdowne St., Boston.
“Fling Thursday” High Energy
Hiphop dance + top 40 with
Bobby Dutton + GrooveBoston
BOSTON ROCKS 6177261110
1 Faneuil Hall Market Boston
5 pm | “After Work Thursday”
THE BURREN (617-776-6896),
247 Elm St., Davis Sq.,

FEATURED LISTING

Somerville
Theater
resurrects the
‘Phantom’
When spirits rise from
their graves this Halloween
weekend, the Somerville
Theater will do some
necromancy of its own.
This Friday night at 8 p.m.,
CRASHarts, a division of
the nonprofit group World
Music, will breathe new
life into the original 1925
“Phantom of the Opera”
silent film, complete with
live orchestral accompaniment courtesy of the
Cambridge-based Alloy
Orchestra. So practice your
yawn-stretch-and-grab routine, because as soon as
Lon Chaney’s creepy
Phantom comes onscreen,
your date will need someone to cling to. Tickets are
$18 and can be purchased
directly through the
CRASHarts website or by
calling 617-876-4275.
— Kelly Rizzetta

Somerville.
Front Room | 10 pm |
“Traditional Irish Music” | Back
Room | 10 pm | Swinging
Johnsons
GREEN STREET GRILL (617-8761655),280 Green St.,
Cambridge.
10:30 pm | “Afro-pop Reggae
High Life” with Joh Camara &
Jama-Jigi
HANNAH’S (617-629-5302),
499 Broadway, Somerville.
Reggae and house with guest
DJs
HONG KONG 6178645311
1236 Mass Ave Cambridge
Mainstream, house & Reggae
with DJ Bob
THEATER
ACTORS WORK IX: CHIEFLY
CHEKHOV | Ted Kazanoff directs
this Actors Equity Members'
Code Project, a workshop staging of scenes from the Russian
master that include his one-act
play The Anniversary and
excerpts from Uncle Vanya, The
Seagull, and The Bear as well as
from Maxim Gorky's The Zykovs.
| Boston Playwrights' Theatre,
949 Commonwealth Ave,
Boston | 617.661.7930 or
617.739.9335 | October 28-30 |
Curtain 8 pm Fri-Sat | 3 pm Sun
| Donations accepted

Friday, October 28
CLUBS AND BARS
CLUB PASSIM (617-492-7679),
47 Palmer St., Harvard Sq.,
Cambridge.
Richard Shindell
JOHNNY D'S (617-776-2004),
17 Holland St., Davis Sq.,
Somerville. Radio Kings Teye *
Belen
NYC JUKEBOX (617-338-ROXY),
275 Tremont St., Boston.
Top 40 and retro dance night
KIRKLAND CAFE (617-4919640),
425 Washington St., Somerville.
Good Time Charlies
Thunderpants Johnson John
Denley Band Mickey Bliss Organ
Combo
LIZARD LOUNGE (617-5470759),
1667 Mass. Ave., below
Cambridge Common Restaurant,
Cambridge.
8 pm | Dana Colley | 9:30 pm |
Either/Orchestra Mulatu Astatke
ORLEANS (617-591-2100).
65 Holland St., Somerville.
DJ Tom
PARADISE ROCK CLUB (617562-8800), 969 Commonwealth
Ave, Boston. 9 pm | Matt
Nathanson Matt Wertz Kate Earl

their delightful and deafening
evening of anti-performance art
beating drums that are also
deep buckets of paint, so that
sprays of color jump from the
instruments like breaking surf,
and end by engulfing the spectators in tangles of toilet paper. |
Charles Playhouse, 74
Warrenton St, Boston |
617.426.6912 | Indefinitely |
Curtain 8 pm Wed-Thurs | 7 +
10 pm Fri | 4 + 7 + 10 pm Sat |
2 + 5 pm Sun | $46-$56; $21.75
obstructed-view seating, available at the box office and
Boston day of performance
COMEDY
BBEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT
Boston “Boston Attitude with
Tony Moschetto
COMEDY STUDIO Cambridge
Walsh BrosJoe Wong Ellen
Moschetto Mary Beth Cowan
Sean Caulfield Ann Podolske

COMEDY
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE
Cambridge 8 pm | "UnNatural
Selection" | 10 pm | “The Great
and Secret Comedy Show”
NICK'S COMEDY STOP Boston
8:30 pm | Spike TobinOwen
Bonus

PARRIS (617-248-9900), Quincy
Market, Faneuil Hall, Boston.
Interns
PA'S Lounge 617-776-1557
345 Somerville Ave Somerville
Mesmerization Eclipse
PHOENIX LANDING (617-5766260), 512 Mass. Ave.,
Cambridge.
“PYT [Pretty Young Things]”
Ladies 80s, old school with DJ
Vinny
REDLINE 617-491-9851
59 J.F.K. St. Cambridge 9 pm |
Deep Soulful Chicago House
with DJs KC + Rodney Marable
+ Craig Kapilow

CITY HALL PLAZA FARMERS’
MARKET
| Mon and Wed 11 am-6 pm |
City Hall Plaza, Cambridge St,
Boston | Free | 781.893.8222
DAVIS SQUARE FARMERS’ MARKET
| noon-6 pm | Day and Herbert
Sts, Somerville | Free |
781.893.8222

Saturday, October 29
CLUBS AND BARS
THE ROXY (617-338-ROXY),
279 Tremont St., Boston.
10 pm | "Show Saturdays"
ATRIUM LOUNGE (617-2365300),
Millennium Bostonian Hotel,
Faneuil Hall Marketplace,
Boston. Gilad Barkan Dave
Phillip

THEATER

AVALON (617-262-2424),
15 Lansdowne St., Boston. 7 pm
| Broken Social Scene Feist |
10 pm | DJ Adilson

BLUE MAN GROUP | The Drama
Desk Award-winning trio of
cobalt-painted bald pates begin

THE AVENUE BAR AND GRILL
(617-782-9508), 1249 Comm
Ave, Allston. 5 pm | “Acoustical

STAFF TOP 10 | MUSIC VIDEOS FEATURING MOVIE STARS
Everyone knows that MTV hasn’t shown a music video since the Herbert Walker Bush years. Though we generally love marathons of “The
Real World” and “My Super Sweet 16,” sometimes we’re itching to see Britney gyrating with a snake. Imagine our delight, then, when we
realized that the exorbitant purchase of Comcast cable entitles us to unlimited viewings of the best music videos OnDemand has to offer. After
the 9000th viewing of Tommy Lee hovering above the desert in “Lose Control,” we started reminiscing for the days when video cameos
belonged exclusively to actors. Here are our favorite 10 videos featuring movie stars (and no, Tommy, “adult” movies don’t count).
“Come to My Window” by
Melissa Etheridge, featuring
Juliette Lewis (1993)
Not many people can out-tough
rock idol/gay icon/breast cancer
survivor Melissa Etheridge, but
she seems to have found one in
Juliette Lewis. Made famous for
her 1994 role in “Natural Born
Killers,” Lewis has a history of
taking edgy roles. In the “Come
to My Window” video, she plays
a suicidal mental patient. Reports
say that her performance was so
convincing, the filming had to
stop at times because she was on
the verge of a breakdown: pretty
strong stuff for someone who’s
just here for the gangbang.
“Kokomo” by The Beach Boys,
featuring John Stamos (1988)
What’s lamer than this song?
(“Aruba, Jamaica, oooh I wanna
take you...”) This song with
Uncle Jesse lip-synching and playing bongos in the background.
“Jenny From the Block” by JLo, featuring Ben Affleck
(2002)
Proving the time-honored adage
that Ben Affleck should never
appear on screen without Matt
Damon, here he turns in an
unconvincing performance as...
himself. Bennifer officially wins

the honor of “Couple We’d Most
Like to Push Off a Cliff” with this
video, which has J-Lo bragging
about the “rocks that [she] got”
and Ben looking like a tool on
the back of a boat. There’s nothing like showing off your ostentatious wealth to get people to
relate to you.
“Miserable” by Lit, featuring
Pamela Anderson (2000)
This is one video whose distribution Pam doesn’t have to oppose
in district court. Lit plays their
song atop a giant-sized Pamela
Anderson. Putting the sex symbol’s gratuitous bosom on an
even larger scale? Lyrics with
cheeky and transparent sexual
innuendo? Rock on, Lit.
“Remember the Time” by
Michael Jackson, featuring
Eddie Murphy (1992)
Murphy, a pharaoh with Iman as
his pharoess, gives Wacko Jacko
a hard time. Jackson, wearing a
gold breast plate and what
appears to be a skirt, gets his
dance on as usual, this time with
the super sweet bonus of 1992
special effects. Don’t miss Magic
Johnson as a gong hitting manservant (Really? Really).

“I Want Love” by Elton John,
featuring Robert Downey Jr.
(2001)
The idea of a famous coke addict
of the ‘70s giving a famous coke
addict of the ‘90s a second
chance is strangely poignant in
Elton John’s song. Admittedly,
understatement is not typically Sir
Elton’s forte. Yet a doleful Robert
Downey, Jr. lip-synching into the
camera as it follows him around
an empty home makes this simplistic video one of the best celeb
casting decisions to date.
“Black or White” by Michael
Jackson, featuring Macaulay
Culkin (1991)
At the beginning of the song,
Norm from Cheers pounds the
ceiling telling his son (Macaulay)
to turn off his Jefferson Starshipesque rock n’ roll. Culkin, after
pleading “I wanna listen to it,
okay!?,” angrily pulls out the cassette, and with an “Eat this!”
slaps in a track about racial
equality and the challenge of
racism in modern society.
“Don’t Worry, Be Happy” by
Bobby McFerrin, featuring
Robin Williams (1988)
Ain’t got no place to lay your
head? Somebody came and took
your bed? Don’t worry, Robin

AXIS (617-262-2437), 13
Lansdowne St., Boston. 10 pm |
"Seductive Saturday" Hip-hop
and Reggae with DJ Glen
JOHNNY D'S (617-776-2004),
17 Holland St., Davis Sq.,
Somerville.
“Halloween Party”
NYC JUKEBOX (617-338-ROXY),
275 Tremont St., Boston.
Top 40 and retro dance night
MUSIC
BLUEGRASS HARVEST FESTIVAL
with the Spring Hill Rounders |
7:30 pm | Hope Church, 85
Seaverns Ave, Jamaica Plain |
Suggested donation $5 |
617.522.0600

EVENTS

MUSIC
KEVIN EUBANKS
8:15 pm | Berklee Performance
Center, 136 Mass Ave, Boston |
$25 | 617.931.2000

Pop” with Ali | 9 pm | House
with DJ Munroe

Williams will put on a Bermuda
shirt and chase you around a living room.
“You Can Call Me Al” by Paul
Simon, featuring Chevy Chase
(1986)
This one is legitimately hilarious.
As Simon is about to start
singing, Chase, sitting next to
him, butts in and lip-synchs the
entire song. Simon looks on helplessly, then leaves the room and
brings in a succession of instruments which he pretends to play.
The video climaxes with the 6’4”
Chase and the 5’3” Simon doing
a synchronized dance number.
“Weapon of Choice” by
Fatboy Slim, featuring
Christopher Walken (2001)
Christopher Walken has a fever,
and the only prescription is making perhaps the best music video
of all time. In it, a Willie
Lowman-esque Walken tap
dances, leaps, shimmies and flies
around an empty hotel. Directed
by modern day Renaissance man
Spike Jones (of “Jackass,” “Being
John Malkovich,” “Adaptation”
and most of the good music
videos of the ‘90s) it won six
MTV Awards in 2001, and the
next year was named best video
of all time by VH1.

FEATURED LISTING

Sophisticated
socializing
Artsy kids, come on down
for a night of snazzy socializing! Boston’s Museum of Fine
Arts opens its doors to
Boston-area students for its
College Night tonight. The
theme is black and white, so
come dressed to impress.
Bring your ID for free admission to the notable Ansel
Adams photography exhibit,
enjoy free snacks, lots of
prizes and a screening of Jim
Jarmusch’s film “Coffee and
Cigarettes.” Also, the first
twenty-five students to arrive
will receive free tickets to
hear performance of indie
band “The Mountain Goats”
at 7:30 p.m. The festivities
start at 7 p.m., and with over
twenty other universities
invited, it’s a classy occasion
not to miss!
— Rita Reznikova

The 21-plus
crowd needs
to represent
LUSH
continued from page 6

head in disappointment to hear
that I recently turned down a free
shot of tequila, but that said, I
think she would be proud to
know that I absolutely killed in
the Power Hour on Saturday —
six beers up, six down, just like
that.
But don’t let that declined
tequila shot fool you. I prefer
beer — and lots of it — to the
hard stuff. The Lush is out there
representing the side of all that is
good and drunk — “crunk,” even
—every weekend (although
“weekend” is a loosely defined
term in the Lush’s vocabulary).
What better to keep the Lush
from working on her thesis than
alcohol?
So to all the legal Jumbos out
there, a plea, on behalf of our 18year-old selves: take advantage
of that valid ID and get out there
(senior pub night tonight, anyone?). And to all those underage
Jumbos, cherish this time... you’ll
miss those romantic days of
pounding shots in your room
before wandering the streets in a
desperate search for alcohol
every weekend. Yeah, you’re
right, that was a total lie. Don’t
worry, your time will come.

Thursday, October 27, 2005

WEEKENDER | FASHION TOAST... AND ROAST
It’s nearly Halloween, and what could be more frightening
than this lineup? From the perverted world of a “Full
House” dad to everybody’s favorite Oct. 31 monster, this
week’s fashion critics are more trick than treat.
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Frankenstein; Monster Mash Party, Graveyard
Ugh. Me think man with cookie look good
for college student. His spike hair remind
me of what me look like after the Doctor
brought me back alive. Me think that jeans
and stripe jacket look much like he was
attacked by the ghosts of Urban Outfitters
and Hollister, but many people look like
that — very trendy me heard — me can
only shop at Big & Tall. Me try once to be

trendy but they say me sold out with
movie deal. Many people come see me
that look like Cookie Man with polos and
retro track jackets. It not bad to look same,
me wish me could, but it hard when you
8’4” and have bolt in neck. If me see
Cookie Man around campus, likely me no
crush him. He not seem dangerous even
though he make pretend handgun.

CORBIS

Michael Leigh, Hippie; Seattle, Wash.
Maaan, this guy’s outfit reminds me of
that time when I was having a Native
American out-of-body experience as a
wolf in the woods with my wife. She
was naked and howling at the moon
while I drenched my body in mud and
did the mystical dance of the stars. In
other words, this guy’s outfit says “I AM
VICIOUS LIKE A PREDATOR”... Maaan,

the faded jeans and track jacket just
growls “Grrrr” ‘cause it’s so angry and I
love it. His hair sticks up like the fur of
the dangerous mountain cougar...
grrrr.... crazy like cougar!! I love the
fashion, man, but don’t let the capitalist
establishment get you down with all that
ugly corporate bag, man! Keep eatin’
that cookie, man, and keep trunkin’!

CORBIS

Bob Saget, Actor; New York, N.Y.
Where the f—k am I? Oh, god! A coed
university? Fantastic! (Winks) But wait —
why is this kid with the cookie staring at
me and giving me some sort of lewd hand
signal near his crotch? What does that
mean? Hey guy, your jacket is killing me
and giving me uncomfortable bouts of déjà
vu! Oh yeah — it looks like something

Candance Cameron wore in the later seasons of “Full House,” when she came back
with a French boyfriend after spending a
summer abroad in France. Ahh,
Candance... And is that a polo shirt you
have underneath? Didn’t your mother or
your sister teach you anything about layering? Mmm, mothers and daughters...

CORBIS

Trip Cleaver, Professional Cyclist; Akron, Ohio

CORBIS

Ladies and gentleman, the finger says it
all: victory! He’s number one and he
knows it and as long as you believe in
yourself, you can accomplish anything.
With his wind-resistant, traffic-stopping
track jacket and his utilitarian satchel,
he would be more than welcome to
come race the Tour de France with the
rest of us! Of course, just as soon as he
ditches the mousse (who could fit a hel-

met over that mountain of hair?), drops
the jeans, sports some Spandex and
finds the nearest bike to mount, we
know that this winner can go the distance! Good old Lance has shown us
that, from battling testicular cancer to
capitalizing on a fashion-forward trend,
humans are capable of great things as
long as they have the balls to go for the
gold!
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EDITORIAL | LETTERS

George W. Bush’s nomination of Ben
Bernanke as Federal Reserve Chairman
is one of the wisest moves of his presidency.
Though the nation’s first president
with an MBA has recently shown a knack
for bungling legal appointments, he has
provided exactly what financial markets
from Wall Street to Hong Kong need: stability. In an uncertain time of war, rising
oil prices and a continually inflating
housing bubble, markets need to ground
their expectations somewhere.
Alan Greenspan has been that rock for
the last 18 years. He turned the stock
market’s biggest one day drop into a
small blip in one of history’s most phenomenal bull markets. His oracular
statements have been the symbol of an
increasingly
transparent
Federal
Reserve System.
Greenspan is considered by many to
be sole decision-maker at the Fed,
expertly navigating the economic climate. Eventually, the sage needs to be
replaced, both smoothly and conscientiously. In the interest of a calm transition, a non-volatile candidate is
necessary.

Bernanke has played an important
role in this gradual evolution of the
world’s most influential central bank. He
was one of the supporters behind the
Fed’s recent decision to provide medium
term inflation forecasts.
The critical issue facing a central bank
is to maintain credibility in monetary
policy through transparency and independence. Bernanke has indicated he
will maintain the collegial atmosphere
of the Fed — an important step in distancing the Board of Governors from
politics.
Markets were at risk of significant
volatility following the nomination of
Greenspan’s successor, but despite a
tense climate of rising interest rates and
low consumer confidence, the transition
passed smoothly. This is clearly a positive sign. The markets are comfortable
with the idea of a Bernanke tenure. He
has proven himself openly and consistently over the years. His voluminous
writings and numerous speeches over
the years have made his views clear.
There is little risk of another Harriet
Miers appearing before Congress.
Bernanke’s support of inflation-tar-

geting is seen as controversial and misdirected by many. It is important to
remember that this is simply another
step in the Fed’s attempt to open itself to
investors. Traders and investors alike
will benefit from knowledge of the Fed’s
inflation goals. In increasingly global
markets, it is no longer just Americans
but financial markets everywhere that
depend on U.S. policy.
The danger is that by restraining himself to an inflation-oriented policy,
Bernanke risks veering away from
Congress’ dual mandate of maintaining
full employment and price stability.
Financial markets have become increasingly volatile in their globalization. We
no longer live in a situation where monetary policy can be expressed as a simple set of rules, models or targets.
Bernanake’s track record of consistency is an important element for a successful chairmanship, but in order to be
as great as his predecessor, he must also
be prepared to respond dynamically to
evolving global markets. Continued Fed
success in dealing with external shocks
will be crucial to a successful Bernanke
chairmanship.
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THE CRIMSON WHITE
It’s not everyday that the U.S. secretary
of state, the British foreign secretary and
the British ambassador to the United
States come to town. What follows are
our thoughts on Condoleezza Rice’s visit
and the events of the weekend.
For us, her speech Friday was a mixed
bag.
Rice’s speech was basically broken
into three parts: the pleasant recollections of Birmingham, the not-so-pleasant memories of “Bombingham” and a
foreign-policy driven section of the
speech in which she invoked a comparison of the American civil rights movement and the ongoing efforts in the
Middle East and elsewhere to foster
democracy.
That comparison is a little disingenuous. The civil rights movement in
America was a long, slow, continuous
process, and the last time we checked, a
foreign country didn’t bomb us into submission before we gave our citizens a

fairer shake.
On the whole, change was brought on
by various democratic institutions like
the Supreme Court with 1954’s Brown v.
Topeka Board of Education (the case that
ended legalized segregation in public
schools) and Congress with the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and other legislation
that extended the promise of America to
all.
Iraqis are still learning about the intricacies of compromise, majority rule and
the idea that winners don’t get exactly
what they want all the time. This is an
experiment in its infancy. We could still
get the kind of government that could
create an all-new “Bombingham” with
the same violence and oppression
directed at minorities.
In the brief public question and
answer session, Rice swiftly dodged a
question comparing the new Iraqi constitution with the 1901 Alabama
Constitution, a document long scorned
for its racism and other inadequacies. If
Rice knew anything about the backwater

constitution, then it would have been
nice of her to acknowledge the necessity
of the reform movement.
Then someone asked Rice to give
advice to future leaders in the room,
which left us shaking our heads. It was a
nice thought, but we would have used
the time to ask another serious policy
question and saved the personal stuff for
another time.
We’re glad she could make it to
Saturday’s football game against the
Tennessee Volunteers. While the
pregame festivities seemed a little
rushed and Tennessee took the field a little too early, it was still nice to see such a
top official drop in to witness a thrilling
game against one of Alabama’s most
hated rivals.
We’re also glad she granted an interview to our own Marlin Caddell — a
courtesy not always granted to college
newspapers. And we’re glad she brought
British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
along for a tour of real America.
And she’s welcome back anytime.
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Between
freedom
and fear
BY SAM

ABRAMS

You may not know who Natan
Sharansky is, but if you’ve listened to George Bush speak in
the last five years, you know what
he thinks. Sharansky, the Soviet
dissident and recently resigned
Israeli cabinet member, has met
personally with Bush, and the
President has read Sharansky’s
recent book, “The Case for
Democracy: The Power of
Freedom to Overcome Tyranny
and Terror.”
Sharansky divides the world
into exclusive realms of democratic free societies and tyrannical fear societies. Many of Bush’s
most infamous phrases — “with
us or against us,” “evildoer,” “axis
of evil” — show evidence of
Sharansky’s thinking. But the
case of the United Arab Emirates
shows Sharansky’s views are not
the universal foreign policy guide
they claim to be.
According
to
Sharansky,
morally sound free societies hold
regular free and fair elections,
which are contingent on freedoms of association and expression. All other societies are fear
societies. The necessary diversity
of thought in a society and the
suppression of expression by
power-hungry leaders of a fear
society result in increasing
repression culminating in the
regime’s collapse. Fear societies,
as they are sustained by repression, are morally depraved.
Fear societies are violent. In an
effort to prolong their existence,
societies support radical ideologies or blame others for the economic and social failures that
result from repression of independent, innovative thought.
Unconstrained by popular will,
leaders of fear societies may instigate international conflict, which
is often used to bolster their victimization myths.
Sharansky’s notion of state
propagated ideology may at first
seem to be present in the Emirati
nation. The UAE is run and
owned by illiberal Shiek families
along with a sympathetic conservative, mainly Emirati business
class who comprise a large portion
of
the
population.
Foreigners, mostly South Asian
but some European, enjoy no
political rights, face stiff barriers
to citizenship, and accept legally
sanctioned inequities in pay.
South Asians — often as menial
laborers or domestic servants
fearing repatriation — lack the
social resources to navigate a
complacent bureaucracy to
advocate using existing legal protections. All organizations —
including media, non-government organizations and professional associations — are
required to have majority Emeriti
ownership. This condition comprises autonomy given the generally conservative predisposition
of eligible majority owners.
Normative constructions of
the Emirati nation and legal and
social inequities affirm and justify each other. Foreigners, as
poor, marginalized “others” are a
see DUBAI, page 12
Sam Abrams is a member of the
class of 2005 and is currently
interning at the Gulf Research
Center in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates.
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Hurricane Wilma and what you need to know
BY

ALEJANDRO PIÑERO

I live in Puebla, a small city
100 miles south of Mexico City,
where fortunately hurricanes
don’t really count as a believable threat. We have been
through earthquakes, volcanic
eruptions and corrupt politicians. Our last mayor stole the
fountain that beautified the
city square and installed it in
his back yard. Puebla has its
fair share of troubles, but
unfortunately, so does the rest
of Mexico.
I am writing this today
because many people do not
realize the extent of Hurricane
Wilma. The storm — just as
colossal in size and strength as
the fearful Katrina — left a
path of destruction and
tragedy as it passed by the
shore of the Riviera Maya and
Cancun. Over 65,000 people
were evacuated around the
country and to other locations
in Central America. Many of
these individuals were evacuated to shelters with poor conditions — similar to the
Astrodome in New Orleans.
Although media coverage
has been relatively scarce, it is
easy to imagine the situation
of the aftermath of the storm.
Just like New Orleans after
Katrina, but multiply the
chaos. The government of
Quintana Roo (the state where
Cancun is located) decided to
evacuate the tourists first, taking them to more comfortable
housing locations. Then the
government started addressing the real issue: the people
who live and make a living in
and around the Yucatan
Peninsula.
When tourists go to Cancun
and the Riviera Maya, they

tend to stay in their awesomely huge hotels. I can’t blame
them. Had it not been for my
father’s insistence to drive to
Cancun from Puebla, I would
have gladly hopped on a plane
and then the shuttle taking me
to my conveniently placed
hotel. The 17 hour drive that
seemed excruciatingly long
and unnecessary at the time,
today means a lot more.
We drove past small and
seemingly insignificant towns

Alejandro Piñero is a sophomore
majoring
in
international
relations and economics.

that all looked the same. In
between the major touristy
towns of Merida, Tulum, Playa
del Carmen and even Cancun,
lay hundreds of forgotten villages of 20 to 30 people who
live in fragile homes lined up
in one street.
When my family and I drove
past these places 3 years ago, it
seemed these little secluded
towns were one of the only
vestiges of the true Mexico.
When you stopped to buy fruit

CORBIS

or whatever they were selling
there, they all spoke native
languages and sometimes
wore their traditional dress. To
me, that was quite impressive
and made me kind of glad to
be driving down to Cancun. I
thought I was getting to see a
lot more significant things
than the average tourist in
Cancun. What I did not think,
however, is how fragile and
exposed they were to storms.
I have looked through all
sorts of newspapers —
Mexican, American, and even
European — and not one has
reported on how these small
towns are doing after the
storm, or even if their citizens
have been evacuated. Yes, they
all go on about how the 2,000
American citizens are sound
and well. They also make a
point of saying that the hotel
owners are safe and have been
successfully relocated. But not
one of them talks about the
native people whose homes
are probably gone by now.
My family has housed four
misplaced people from the
hurricane for the last week.
They have been told not to
come back for at least a
month, as there is no electricity or water where they live. The
government hasn’t helped
them out, but luckily they have
the resources to find alternatives. They found their escape
in Puebla. Unfortunately, they
are the lucky few. The people I
saw while driving to Cancun
probably didn’t have the same
luck.
I still wonder if those small
towns even made it through
the storm. Unfortunately, I
won’t be going down to
Cancun any time soon. But if
you do, just drive around for a
while and take a look at the
real Mexico. Not everything in
Mexico involves Señor Frog’s
and wet T-shirt contests. Take
my word for it.

OFF THE HILL | COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

The return of Hillary

BY

KARL MOATS

The Columbia Daily Spectator

Henry IV was a stud.
Charismatic, witty, good with
the ladies, he was The Man in
16th century France. Imagine
JFK in puffy sleeves.
But Henry IV had one small
problem.
Henry
was
a
Protestant when it wasn’t cool
to be a Protestant. Try as he
might — no matter how much
he charmed, glad-handed and
baby-kissed — people still
wanted a Catholic king. So
finally he just said to hell with it:
“Paris is well worth a mass.”
And
he
converted
to
Catholicism. Popular and now
suitable, Henry IV was crowned
King of France less than a year
later in 1594.
Hillary Clinton is not a stud.
She is cold, hard and manipulative (insert colorful noun here).
She is reviled by men, soccer
moms, and Southerners as a
ruthless power-monger who
stuck by her man only because
of her own political ambitions.
Hillary is no fool. She realizes
the Democratic Party is in

shambles. But rather than step
in and gamble her political
clout to revive the party, Hillary
is preserving herself for 2008. By
distancing herself from the current brouhaha, Hillary is ensuring that Americans won’t associate her with the whiny brand
of liberals that have been filleted at the polls recently. She
might not be from the South (as
the only two Democratic presidents since the ‘60s have been),
but she’ll do the next best thing.
She will swallow her pride with
a religious reinvention. If she
can’t beat them, she’ll join
them.
And that’s exactly what
Hillary’s been doing. Hillary has
peppered her latest speeches
with “God” and “faith.” She has
begun lauding faith-based initiatives. She has shifted from
Bill’s “safe, legal and rare” abortion rhetoric to her own, more
conservative, “sad, even tragic,
choice to many, many women”
shtick. She’s been pushing more
and more for teen abstinence.
Recently she declared that “I’ve
always been a praying person.”
When television exploded in

the 1960s, the media was a
charming politician’s best
friend. With tours of the White
House and exclusive interviews,
JFK had everyone eating out of
his hand. He essentially dictated what reporters could and
could not report. The press
would not divulge JFK’s affairs
because it was none of their
business.
But then Vietnam and
Watergate happened and everything became their business.
Everything except religion.
Decades later it remains the
last bastion from media scrutiny. The press looks the other
way at the merger of church and
state. Even the most meddling
reporters won’t go there.
(President Bush supposedly
believes God put him in office
— not the Supreme Court — but
this has not been touched by
the press.) In a nation where
more Americans believe in
Adam and Eve than Darwin’s
theory of evolution, the media
knows that to stir up religious
controversy is suicide.
But this is Hillary Clinton
we’re talking about. You can just

picture delirious FOX reporters
lining up to take a blind whack
at Hillary and see who can get
her to crack first. With such a
polarizing figure front and center, this could be the election
where some trigger-happy
reporter finally blows open the
religious facade in politics.
Or the press could choose to
“believe” Hillary. Afraid of prying open Pandora’s Box, the
media will go along. They’ll eat
up her Sunday school anecdotes. They’ll broadcast her sermons. They’ll reinforce the
untouchable qualities of religion.
What a brilliant game plan,
Hillary.
Hillary’s gamble is a bold
strategy and a smart one that
Democrats should notice. It
foreshadows the direction
Democrats need to head — by
necessity — to get a foothold in
the Bible Belt. Hillary could very
well be in the driver’s seat as
Democrats
catch
up
to
Republicans in the chase for
NASCAR Nation.
Somewhere, Henry IV is smiling.

VIEWPOINTS POLICY The Viewpoints section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Viewpoints welcomes
submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles on campus, national, and international issues can be roughly 700 to 1000 words in length. Editorial cartoons are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to appear in The Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later than 1 p.m.
on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material may be submitted via e-mail (viewpoints@tuftsdaily.com) or in hard-copy form at The Tufts Daily in the basement of
Curtis Hall. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Viewpoints editor.
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Dubai confounds theory of
the President’s favorite writer
DUBAI
continued from page 11

threat to the Emirati nation.
Therefore there are state sanctioned inequities — inequities
that perpetuate the threatening
conditions.
But the country and Dubai in
particular present serious problems for Sharansky. The economy
is booming. Foreign workers earn
enough to send money home.
And the Sheiks, with well
equipped but small and poorly
trained armed forces, are in no
position to threaten world peace.
Though not accountable to an
electorate — Sharansky’s liberal
incentive of choice — the political
leadership is compelled by that
other liberal motivator of peace:
the complex web of interdependence of global capitalism. Social
contentment, the maintenance of
the current political order and,
perhaps most dearly, the elite’s
awesomely conspicuous consumption rely on an economy
that can only exist in peace. In
this material, capitalist and
Western social ethos, the UAE has
as much to fear from Islamist terror as the United States.
While the nationals reap considerable material benefits from
the current political order, foreign
workers also gain economic
advantages. Peace prevails. To put
it baldly, what is there to complain about? Why get all worked
up about rights that you don’t
need? Sharansky’s world view is
bitterly contemptuous of these
considerations. He labels any
consideration of these factors as
ill-conceived dithering inspired
by a common, but no less excusa-

ble, bought of moral confusion.
“Moral clarity” would reveal the
inherent immorality of Emirati
society.
Ignorance of these features in
assessing the morality and devising a moral and interest-driven
foreign policy — as Sharansky
argues a policy of democratization is — has deleterious consequences. An inability to see
degrees of progress only impedes
progress. Judged as permanently
immoral, local leaders are likely
to be put off to the notion of
reform. Such a Manichean view is
unlikely to garner the allied assistance necessary to compel
change. This dynamic is evident
in Iraq, where hurried, arrogant
policies of regime change have
resulted in unnecessary suffering
and
uncertain
success.
Sharansky’s views as an Israeli
minister, including support for
settlements deemed illegal by
Israeli courts and demands that
Gaza withdrawal be contingent
on Palestinian reforms, have only
prolonged the conflict.
All of this does not deny a place
for liberal values in UAE politics.
A genuinely autonomous civil
society, including unfettered
news reporting, would promote
good governance and expose violations of basic rights. Continued
equalization of gender opportunities is imperative to the affirmation inherent in human agency
and to encourage the contribution of the whole of UAE society.
Sharansky, though, is notably
unhelpful in understanding this
utility, his concepts and theories
fatally simplistic and narrowminded.

National
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New Orlean’s urban sprawl remains
a show of dreck, disgust, and decay
BY

MICHAEL ONEAL

Knight Ridder Tribune

Forget about polling data.
If Karl Rove is wondering how
President Bush is doing in New
Orleans these days, he might just
check the refrigerators discarded
after Hurricane Katrina.
The mood is chilly, even if the
appliances aren’t.
One rejected fridge in the
French Quarter is painted to look
like an elaborate Mardi Gras gift.
It is addressed to the White House
— rotting contents and all.
The front is emblazoned with
“4W.” The side sports an uncanny
likeness of Vice President Dick
Cheney clutching dollar bills.
“It gets better every day,” said
Steve Smith, the business director
for a small historical museum
nearby. “I have no idea who is
doing it.”
Throughout the hurricane
zone, fridges filled with rotting
meat and vegetables have been
taped up and rolled out to the
sidewalks by the thousands. The
Army Corps of Engineers estimates that there may be 300,000
of them in New Orleans alone.
And that doesn’t count all the
ovens, washing machines, water
heaters and other “white goods”
destroyed by the storm.
With their insides ruined by
floodwaters or power surges, the

appliances have become useless
to their owners, if not to graffiti
artists. In some neighborhoods,
the fridges look like ghostly, rectangular sentries guarding the
empty city. But in the French
Quarter, they’ve become a blank
slate for residents’ frustration —
often in ways hard to describe in a
family newspaper.
Bush and Cheney are the most
frequent targets, but FEMA and
“Je$$e Jackson” get theirs too. The
messages also run toward the
eerie. Printed carefully in black
magic marker on many of the
abandoned fridges are four words
and a number.
“Voodoo. Today. Here. Now. 5.”
“That’s some strange, strange
stuff,” said resident Twin
Washington as he strapped a sixpack of Bud Light to the back of
his bike. “I’ve got no idea at all
what it means.”
Like most things in New
Orleans these days, the enormity
of both the problem and the
opportunity is mind-boggling.
There is a plan in place to dispose
of the refrigerators, but carting
them away will take at least a year,
maybe more, said John Fogarty,
the Army Corps of Engineers official who shares responsibility for
the project.
Fogarty explained that a contractor picks up the fridges from
the streets and trucks them to a

“consolidation center” called Old
Gentilly in the eastern part of the
city. There, a few brave souls in
breathing masks untape the
doors and remove the putrid contents, which are trucked away in
plastic-lined containers to a landfill.
Teams from the Environmental
Protection Agency then remove
the Freon from the cooling units
and mercury from the thermometers. Finally, a New Orleans
company called Southern Scrap
Recycling flattens the fridges and
ties them together in bales. It then
takes them to the company’s
4,000-horsepower car shredder,
after which it sends the plastic to
landfills and ships the steel on
barges up the Mississippi River to
a mill in Arkansas owned by
Nucor Steel. Nucor then melts it
down so the steel can be turned
into something else.
Fogarty said this network guts
about 3,000 refrigerators each
day. “But we’re looking to take
that a lot higher,” he said. Speed is
essential because the worst may
be yet to come. Officials estimate
that only about 25 percent of the
city’s residents have returned to
New Orleans, meaning most people have yet to kiss their fridges
goodbye.
Tim Roth, Fogarty’s corps colsee NEW ORLEANS, page 15

MICHAEL ONEAL/KRT

The first thing you notice when driving through the new New Orleans is
the refrigerators — thousands of them. They line the streets like sentinels
guarding the empty neighborhoods. They are the most conspicuous part
of a massive clean up problem that includes disposing of several tons of
spoiled meat, including an entire warehouse full of rotting chicken.

Ten years after Megan’s Law went
into effect, offenders still slip by
BY

OLIVER PRICHARD

Knight Ridder Tribune

BARABARA DAVIDSON/KRT

Rocks are painted with the insignia of units who have trained for deployment to Iraq in the
Mojave Desert at Ft. Irwin, Calif., in July 2005.

Sandbox training not child’s play
for U.S. Army troops in Mojave
BY

RICHARD WHITTLE

Knight Ridder Tribune

Beyond the edges of this lonely outpost
midway between Los Angeles and Las
Vegas lies one of the world’s biggest sandboxes — 1,100 square miles of Mojave
Desert where the Army plays war.
Exercises at the Army’s Rhode Islandsized National Training Center used to
mean smash-mouth tank battles in which
a whole brigade — 3,000 to 4,000 soldiers
— tried to whip a home team “Opposing
Force” that fought like the Soviet Red
Army. Generals say rapid victories by U.S.
forces in 1991 and 2003 over Saddam
Hussein’s tanks owed much to that training.
Soon after President Bush declared the
“major combat” phase of the Iraq war
over, however, the Army found itself
involved in a different kind of conflict — a
counterinsurgency, for which many soldiers were unprepared.
But no one should accuse the Army of

fighting the last war instead of the one it’s
in — a failure often attributed to generals
in the past.
After leading an unprecedented realtime, on-scene critique of the military’s
initial 18 months in Iraq, Brig. Gen. Robert
Cone took command at Fort Irwin. In the
past year he has remade The Box, as
troops call it, into a mini-Iraq — a mock
battlefield with no frontlines, where combat occurs in urban areas instead of open
desert and where insurgents who hide
among the population plant bombs in
everyday objects such as abandoned vehicles, piles of trash and discarded fuel cans.
In the old days, a typical two-week
exercise in The Box consisted of several
hundred tanks, equal numbers of artillery
pieces and dozens of attack helicopters
squaring off in the desert. The brigade
being trained would go back and forth
between defensive scenarios and offensive sweeps in which it would drive north,
see SANDBOX, page 15

Nearly ten years after Congress passed
Megan’s Law, urging states to let communities know of convicted sex offenders living in their midst, legislatures are
scrambling to fix the system’s serious
flaws.
One measure of the trouble: An estimated 100,000 of the 500,000 offenders
on state registries aren’t where they
claim to be. Through carelessness or calculation, they slip into the warp and weft
of everyday life.
Robert Dietz wasn’t careless.
After serving almost two years in a
Kansas prison for possessing child
pornography, Dietz, then 57, moved to
Exton, Pa., in 2003. He was required to
report his new address to Pennsylvania
State Police within ten days. Instead, he
used a Wichita post office box to keep up
his registration in Kansas as a sex offender.
Dietz created a new persona here —
an “old-fashioned gentleman who
admires sincerity,” according to his personal ad on the Single Christian
Network.
He landed a girlfriend and taught
her daughters, 12 and 14, about sex
toys and massage. Police were tipped
off last year, and Dietz was returned to
jail.
He had gamed the system so “no one
in Pennsylvania could click on a sexoffender Web site and see his picture,”
said Police Detective Sandra Smith of
West Whiteland Township.
“Megan’s Law is great,” she added, “in
theory.”
The problem, experts say, lies in the
inherent weakness of a system that
depends on the cooperation of the
offenders, and exacts minimal punishment if they don’t comply.
“It puts the criminal on the honor system,” said Montgomery County, Pa.,
District Attorney Bruce Castor, “and that

is very troubling.”
Federal and state lawmakers are moving to crack down. They have been
spurred by recent high-profile child
murders — including that of 9-year-old
Jessica Lunsford in Florida in March, and
of Dylan Groene, also 9, who was
abducted in May in Idaho with his sister,
Shasta, who was later found alive.
Last month, the U.S. House of
Representatives passed a wide-ranging
bill, the Children’s Safety Act of 2005.
Among its myriad provisions: Sex
offenders would be required to verify
their registry addresses in person every
six months, or face five-year prison
terms. In Pennsylvania, for instance,
offenders must update their profiles only
once a year by mail.
The act, now before the Senate
Judiciary Committee, also would require
all states to contribute to a national
offender registry recently posted on the
Web.
A number of states are looking to GPS
satellite monitoring to track high-risk
sex criminals fitted with transmitters
and ankle bracelets. New Jersey lawmakers over the summer approved a twoyear GPS pilot program covering 250 of
the most violent predators, and a similar
bill is pending in Pennsylvania.
A far more hotly controversial strategy
is the civil-confinement law, in which
offenders who have served their prison
terms could be forced into mentalhealth centers until they were deemed to
no longer be a public threat.
Last month, after the New York
Legislature failed to act on such a bill,
Gov. George Pataki ordered state corrections and mental-health officials to lock
up some violent offenders in psychiatric
facilities anyway.
Even the harshest laws, however, can’t
be counted on to stop those with a single-minded compulsion to victimize
children, said Lt. Janet McNeal, head of
the Megan’s Law section for the
Pennsylvania State Police.
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Hospital care dips are based on
clientele, NIH study discovers
BY

PAUL WENSKE

Knight Ridder Tribune

Heart attack patients of all
races average significantly higher
death rates in hospitals that treat
a disproportionate share of
African-Americans, according to
a new study.
The study is one of the first to
suggest that the overall quality of
medical care is lower at hospitals
that
treat
more
AfricanAmericans, researchers said.
“This is not that blacks are just
treated differently at these hospitals. But both blacks and whites
at these hospitals seemed to do
worse,” said Jonathan Skinner,
lead author on the Dartmouth
Medical School study, which was
published in Tuesday’s edition of
Circulation: Journal of the
American Heart Association.
The study, sponsored by the
National Institutes of Health,
examined the records of more
than 1 million Medicare patients
at 4,289 hospitals between 1997
and 2001. The study found that
death rates after 90 days were 19
percent higher at more than 500
hospitals that served a higher
than average population of
African-Americans.
The study, Skinner said, suggests that focusing quality
improvements at hospitals serving large numbers of AfricanAmericans could enhance care
for all patients at those hospitals
and perhaps reduce black-white
disparities.
According to local medical
experts, the report contributes to
efforts to improve minority
health care. But they pointed out
that Kansas City hospitals,
including those that treat a high-

er number of minorities, recently
ranked third in a comparison of
the quality of heart-attack care
provided in 40 regions in the
nation.
“It questions the applicability
of the study to Kansas City,” said
William L. Bruning, president of
the Mid-America Coalition on
Health Care. “Recent comparisons of CMS (Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services)
measures for heart-attack care
certainly suggests we have excellent safety-net hospitals,” he
said.
Even so, Bruning and other
medical experts praised the
study for focusing attention on
an issue that nearly every state is
trying to address.
“The results are not surprising
to me,” said Leslie Porth, vice
president of health planning for
the
Missouri
Hospital
Association. “It adds further evidence that the problem warrants
serious attention.”
Last year the Missouri
Hospital Association conducted
a statewide study that documented care disparities. It found
that counties with higher percentages of nonwhite populations reported more preventable
hospitalizations of adults with
diabetes and babies with low
birth rates.
Mary Becker, a hospital association spokeswoman, said the
Missouri study raised concerns
that many families can’t afford
health-care insurance, so they
“wait until their diseases are
much more advanced before
they come to the hospital.”
Efforts are being made to alert
these families to the need for regular care, she said.
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Deep in the Mojave Desert, giant sandboxes
are home to where the U.S. Army ‘plays war’
SANDBOX
continued from page 13

then east, then invariably attack
the Opposing Force with the rising sun at its back.
A commander’s toughest decision back then was whether to
hit the opposing force’s lines
hard on the left or hard on the
right or punch right up the center. All was scripted and choreographed according to doctrine.
Today units start their training
in The Box with a 90-mile convoy
to one of six Forward Operating
Bases where they will bivouac for
two weeks. Along the way, they
face the full range of threats they
will have to deal with in Iraq.
The Box already had plenty of
sand, rocky ridges and 117degree heat. But with an eye for
detail and a nose for nuance that
leaves some Iraq veterans pinching themselves, Cone has added:
A dozen “villages” — mostly
house trailers and cargo containers painted desert brown —
where soldiers do street patrols
and house-to-house searches
among actual Iraqis and IraqiAmericans supplied by a private
firm.
Some Iraqis welcome the
troops by staging demonstrations and shrieking epithets in
Arabic. Soldiers have to “recruit”
young men for the new Iraqi
security forces. Officers must
cajole or threaten “mayors” and
“imams” through interpreters to
achieve their missions.
“Insurgents” — played by
National Guard soldiers — who
plant roadside bombs, ambush
patrols, drive car bombs at sentries and fire mortars at troops in
their isolated encampments. The
bombs hurt no one, and the
guns shoot blanks. Laser devices

record hits, and referees judge
who did what to whom.
Six Forward Operating Bases,
or FOBs — austere camps
enclosed by sand berms and
concertina wire — where battalion-sized units of 400 to 600 soldiers operate command posts,
refuel, work on vehicles and helicopters and plan missions.
Soldiers sleep in big tents or
under the stars, go without
showers and subsist on MREs
(Meals, Ready to Eat).
A
gauntlet
of
mock
Improvised Explosive Devices —
roadside bombs — that soldiers
traverse in convoys. They learn
how to spot the most common
ones.
All the paperwork, negotiation
and corruption that an officer
can confront in Iraq when letting
a contract for a water system,
detaining a suspected bombmaker or trying to get a conviction in an Iraqi court.
Two mock television news
services, modeled after AlJazeera and CNN, whose
reporters turn up at unwelcome
moments to thrust cameras and
microphones into soldiers’ faces.
Their stories are broadcast over
an internal system that commanders must consider as they
try to win the hearts and minds
of villagers.
“A lot of folks say a day at NTC
is like a week in Iraq,” boasts
Cone, a tall, balding redhead
with a sonorous voice.
Aspects of the training aren’t
unique to The Box. The Army has
used role-players for years and
has Iraqis training soldiers at
several bases.
But the climate, distances and
intricacies of The Box approximate Iraq far more closely than
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other sites. And the Iraq game
presents commanders and
troops with a dizzying array of
problems.
At 0600 one July morning, a
dozen sleepy-eyed officers and
NCOs of the 1st Squadron/10th
Cavalry Regiment sit around a
horseshoe of folding tables in a
room-sized tent. Their commander, Lt. Col. J.J. Love, wonders aloud: “Why didn’t we get
mortared last night?”
The squadron’s 412 officers
and soldiers, part of the 2nd
Brigade of Fort Hood’s 4th
Infantry Division, have been
camped at Forward Operating
Base Dallas — a remote patch of
The Box — for 12 days. With
3,100 other 4th ID troops and
300 from the Kentucky-based
101st Airborne Division camped
at other FOBs, the 1-10 Cav is in
The Box to prepare for an Iraq
deployment this year.
Ever since the squadron’s 26
Bradley Fighting Vehicles, 30
Humvees, 40 or so trucks and
dozens of other vehicles arrived
at FOB Dallas, “insurgents” have
disturbed the troops’ sleep with
nightly mortar attacks. Patrols
sent to find them have failed.
During the meeting, the officers review the past 24 hours, in
which the squadron has suffered
18 war-game casualties, including three “killed-in-action” and
four “died of wounds” from
roadside bombs and mortar
attacks.
Love, 39, of Coldwater, Mich.,
and his staff also go over the
day’s
planned
operations.
Among a wealth of issues discussed:
A mayor’s demand that the
squadron provide his village
with 24-hour security.

City called a sprawl of decay
NEW ORLEANS
continued from page 13

league, looks at the situation
philosophically.
“If you try to look at the
whole thing at once, you just
can’t,” he said with a sigh. “It’s
too much. You just have to start
somewhere and get a good feeling from what you did today.”
All those discarded appliances, of course, mean a monumental opportunity for someone. General Electric Co. won’t
give out numbers, but the company did say that orders for
appliances in the region are up

substantially since the storm.
Whirlpool Corp., which recently
bought Maytag Corp., also is
expecting a boost in sales, a
spokesman said.
Southern Scrap’s Randy
Boudreaux said the opportunity
for his company would all
depend on prices for steel scrap.
Demand in China has sent
those prices through the roof in
the past year or so. But in the
month since Southern signed
its fixed-price contract with the
corps to buy the fridge scrap,
the price has dropped by $50 a
ton, Boudreaux said.
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Bombing claims lives in Israel
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Iraqis vote to approve charter with
overwhelming amount of support
BY

LIZ SLY

Knight Ridder Tribune

YOSSI ZAMER/KRT

Emergency services cover a body at the site of a suicide bombing
at the Israeli coastal town of Hadera on Wednesday. A Palestinian
man, who was standing at a crowded falafel stand, blew himself
up killing 5 Israelis and injuring at least 28 others. Responsibility for
the attack is reported to have been claimed by Islamic Jihad.
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Iraq’s new constitution was
formally ratified Tuesday after
an overwhelming 79 percent of
voters cast ballots in favor of
the draft, but the result also
revealed the deep sectarian
divisions that threaten the
country’s
still
precarious
future.
The passage of the constitution was accompanied by the
passing of another grim milestone: the 2,000th American
death in a 2-year-old war that
shows no signs of winding
down.
Hours after Iraqi officials in
Baghdad confirmed the passage of the constitution, the
Pentagon announced that Staff
Sgt. George Alexander Jr. of
Killeen, Texas, had died of
wounds suffered in an Oct. 17
roadside bombing in the town
of Samarra, bringing to 2,000
the number of American deaths
since the March 21, 2003, invasion.
He was also the 30th serviceman to die since the Oct. 15 referendum, an event that U.S.
officials hoped would turn the
tide of violence and enable
American troops to start going
home. But the bitter differences

evident in the referendum
results could also lead to
renewed violence, embroiling
U.S. forces even more.
Addressing a gathering of Air
Force spouses in Washington,
President Bush hailed the result
as evidence of Iraq’s “incredible” progress.
“With their courageous vote,
the Iraqi people have once
again proved their determination to build a democracy united against extremism and violence,” he said.
With the document’s passage, the stage is now set for the
next and final step in Iraq’s
transition to full democracy in
December, when fresh elections for a new government will
be held under the terms of the
democratically approved constitution.
The seemingly resounding
affirmation of support for the
U.S.-backed
constitution
masked wide regional differences, however, with a majority
voting against the constitution
in the four Sunni-dominated
provinces in central Iraq where
the insurgency rages and where
the majority of American casualties occur.
The result almost exactly
mirrored the country’s ethnic
and sectarian makeup, with

more than 99 percent of voters
in some Kurdish and Shiite
provinces in the north and
south approving the document.
The Sunni minority that constitutes the backbone of the
insurgency voted just as overwhelmingly against it, with 96
percent of voters in Sunnidominated Anbar province and
82 percent in Salahuddin casting ballots against it. Many
Sunnis fear the constitution
will cut them out of power by
favoring Shiite and Kurdish
interests.
In a third Sunni-dominated
province, Ninevah, 55 percent
of voters rejected the draft, just
short of the two-thirds threshold that would have scuttled
the document.
Because of the sensitivity of
the outcome in Ninevah, the
province was one of four chosen for an audit by the election
commission, which was why it
took 10 days to release the final
results, election officials said.
But the delay has also fueled
allegations by Sunni leaders
that the result was rigged, casting into doubt the likelihood
that Sunnis will readily accept
their defeat in their first foray
into democratic politics.
see IRAQ, page 19

China’s rapid changes are bringing stress — and high suicide rates
BY

TIM JOHNSON

Knight Ridder Tribune

Suicide hot lines can’t handle all the
desperate calls in China, and it’s little
wonder. Some 2 million people try to kill
themselves each year in China, and about
250,000 of them succeed.
During peak hours, the telephones just
ring and ring at the Beijing Suicide
Research and Prevention Hotline. Social
workers and nurses are too busy to
respond.
“We get over 20,000 calls a month, of
which we can answer maybe 15 percent,”
said Dr. Michael R. Phillips, the center’s
Canadian-born executive director.
Incoming calls funnel through a computer system, and those working the hot
lines view screens that display the telephone numbers of callers waiting for
counselors.
“We can see the numbers disappear if
we don’t get to them in time,” said Wang
Yaxing, the staff director at the center. “We
feel very sad about that. The callers get
frustrated, and they might kill themselves.”
Many Chinese may feel disoriented —

even acutely anxious — over the topsyturvy changes in their country, which has
gone from cradle-to-grave communism to
a rather savage style of capitalism in little
over a generation.
“The last 20 years, we’ve developed so
fast,” Dr. Liu Fuyuan, the vice chair of the
China Mental Health Association. He cited
a study of 10,000 Chinese that showed 79
percent feel pressure, including schoolchildren stressed over grades and workers
scared they may lose their jobs. “The pressure is very fierce. You can be fired at any
time.”
Suicide in China isn’t entirely like in the
West. Far more women than men commit
suicide, the majority of them in rural
areas. Suicide is also prevalent among the
elderly, some of whom don’t want to burden their children with their financial or
health woes. Guns are largely unavailable,
so those wanting to kill themselves leap
from tall buildings in cities or reach for
pesticide or rat poison in the countryside.
Chinese generally don’t seek professional help for temporary psychological
distress. Many Chinese shun those with
mental illnesses or severe depression.
“The stigma of getting psychological

treatment is such that many people prefer
to be desperately unhappy,” said Phillips,
a Harvard-trained psychiatrist who’s been
in China for nearly two decades.
Until 2000, China published no tallies
on suicide. Since then, it says that about
250,000 people kill themselves annually.
China’s suicide rate is 23 per 100,000
people, far greater than the world’s average of 10 per 100,000 people and more
than double the rate in the United States
(11 per 100,000 people). It’s slightly less
than Japan’s rate of 27 per 100,000 people,
but China’s far greater population makes
the absolute numbers of suicides staggeringly higher.
Phillips set up the suicide hot line center in August 2003 at the Huilongguan psychiatric hospital in northern Beijing,
China’s largest. Twenty people staff the
center, offering 24-hour service. All phone
calls are taped, and new operators are
given six months of training, surpassing
international standards.
With barely any advertising, the calls
began to pour in — and not only from the
Beijing metropolitan area. Some 81 percent of the calls come from elsewhere in
China.

Two-thirds of the callers are between 20
and 39 years old and have never sought
psychological help before, Phillips said.
Some 10 suicide hot lines have now
sprung up around China, some of them
regional rather than national. The hope is
to eventually link them together in a
phone network, so that if responders at
one hot line are busy, the call could be
rerouted to another center. But Chinese
officials have yet to offer sufficient funding, so Phillips is soliciting help from
abroad.
About a third of those who call the
Beijing hot line are seriously depressed.
Most are first-time callers, viewing the hot
line as their only alternative.
“It’s free, and there’s no loss of face in
using a hot line,” Phillips said.
While older Chinese use the hot line
less often, they make up a significant portion of the suicides in the nation.
“One-third of all suicides in the country
are of people 55 years or older,” said
Cheng Yong, director of the National
Association for the Elderly.
Invariably, as seniors confront health
see CHINA, page 19

In Japan, panel to back letting females from the Imperial family ascend throne
YOMIURI SHIMBUN
Knight Ridder Tribune

A Japanese government panel
on imperial succession has
agreed to recommend that
female members of the Imperial
family be allowed to ascend the
throne to maintain a stable succession.
At its 14th meeting, the advisory panel to Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi unanimously
agreed Tuesday to recommend
that a female monarch and her
children be allowed to reign. The
panel intends to include the recommendation in a report it
plans to compile in late
November.
After receiving the report, the

government is expected to revise
the Imperial House Law at an
ordinary Diet session next year.
Currently, the law restricts
accession to the throne to males
who have an emperor on their
paternal side.
Commenting Tuesday evening
on revising the law, Koizumi
said, “We’re making preparations in that direction.”
The panel, led by former
Tokyo University President
Hiroyuki Yoshikawa, had already
finished discussing matters —
such as qualifications required
to be deemed an imperial heir,
the order of succession and the
extent of the imperial family.
At a news conference later in
the day, Yoshikawa explained the

reason behind the panel’s recommendation.
“We discussed whether it
would be possible to ensure a
stable imperial succession under
the current Imperial House Law,
but obviously there will be a lack
of imperial heirs in the future.
Allowing female imperial family
members and their descendants
to ascend the imperial throne
would protect the hereditary
succession of the imperial family, which is stipulated in the
Constitution,” he said.
The panel had discussed other
ideas based on limiting succession to males. These included
returning imperial status to
members of branches of the
imperial family who were

reduced to commoners after
World War II, as well as adoption,
which is not accepted at the
moment. But Yoshikawa said the
panel did not agree to these
alternatives.
“There were opinions such as
former imperial branch families
having their imperial status
restored. We discussed whether
this option would be accepted
by the public and concluded it
would be unlikely,” Yoshikawa
said.
The panel postponed making
a decision on recommending
how to decide the order of succession and to what extent the
imperial family can be extended
as many other points need to be
discussed first.

HELEN HUGHES/KRT

Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
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British lawmaker, critic lashes
out against American accusers
BY

TOM HUNDLEY

Knight Ridder Tribune

Maverick British lawmaker George
Galloway, named this week in a U.S.
Senate report for allegedly accepting cash
from Saddam Hussein’s regime, is
demanding to confront his American
accusers head-on.
Galloway, a brash critic of the Iraq war,
has challenged his chief antagonist, Sen.
Norm Coleman, R-Minn., chairman of
the Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations, to a debate, offering to
rent a hall in Minneapolis for the purpose.
“We want to take the fight to the
enemy,” Galloway told The Guardian
newspaper. He said he doubted Coleman
would accept the challenge and hinted
that he might rent a hall anyway and dare
the American to show up.
“He (Galloway) would be better off
debating the bank records,” said Andrea
Wuebker, a spokeswoman for Coleman.
“Instead of focusing on the evidence, he’s
changing the topic.” In a report issued
Monday, the Senate subcommittee investigating Iraq’s corrupt oil-for-food program claimed:
—Galloway was granted eight oil allocations of 23 million barrels from the
Saddam government from 1999 through
2003.
—Galloway’s now estranged wife, Dr.
Amaineh Abu-Zayyad, received $150,000
in connection with one oil allocation.
—Galloway’s campaign against the Iraq
sanctions, the Miriam Appeal, received at
least $446,000 from the oil allocations.
The report also accuses Galloway of
knowingly making false or misleading
statements under oath during committee
hearings in May.
At those hearings, the outspoken MP
caused a splash — and became an instant
hero among some anti-war activists —
when he ridiculed the Senate investiga-

tion and rebuked Coleman.
“Senator, in everything I said about
Iraq, I turned out to be right and you
turned out to be wrong,” Galloway said.
On Tuesday, Galloway denied the allegations in the report and dared the
Senate to seek an indictment against him.
“In this case the remedy is clear — they
must charge me with perjury and I am
ready to fly to the U.S. today, if necessary,
to face such a charge because it is simply
false,” he told the BBC. Galloway said he
never received “a dime” from the Saddam
regime, and denied that he ever funneled
money from the Iraq government into his
Miriam Appeal. He also said he had no
knowledge of his former wife’s finances.
Coleman, in a press release, said he
was reviewing the evidence “to determine
the propriety of referring the matter to
the Department of Justice.”
Galloway could be charged with perjury or obstructing justice, but no sitting
member of Parliament has ever been
extradited to the U.S., and that outcome
is considered unlikely.
The flamboyant politician, who has
been dubbed “Gorgeous George” by
Britain’s tabloids, was drummed out of
the Labor Party last year for his relentless
attacks on Prime Minister Tony Blair’s
support for the Iraq war. He promptly
formed his own party, Respect, and won a
seat in London’s Bethnal Green and Bow
district by courting angry Muslims.
After the first Persian Gulf War,
Galloway was seen by many as an apologist for the Saddam regime. His closeness
to senior regime figures gave rise to suspicions that he had taken money.
A separate inquiry headed by Paul
Volcker into the oil-for-food program is
due to release its final report Thursday.
Galloway said he was shown a draft of the
report, and that while it repeated many of
the same allegations contained in the
Senate document, it concluded that he
had not taken money.
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Rapid changes
increasing
stress, suicide
CHINA
continued from page 17

problems, loneliness and financial hardship, they do so in isolation.
“Ninety percent of elderly people who attempt suicide or who
die by suicide never seek help,”
said Cao Lianyuan, head of the
Huilongguan Psychiatric Hospital.
Many suicides — perhaps a
third — are impulsive responses
to stressful situations. That’s especially true among poorly educated
women in rural areas, where some
are forced into loveless marriages.
Suicides are seen almost as normal. Such disempowered rural
women rarely call hot lines, partly
because they may not know of
their existence.
In rural hamlets, a conflict with
a husband or a mother-in-law can
quickly become an intolerable
burden, especially if the question
of divorce arises, Liu said.
“In some rural areas, it is
shameful to be divorced,” Liu said.
A container of pesticide or rat
poison is ever present, making
suicide a quick and easy choice for
a peasant woman in the thralls of
sudden depression.
“It’s like a loaded gun, because
they are very lethal and it’s quite
hard to resuscitate people,” said
Phillips, noting that studies show
58 percent of all suicides in China
involve pesticides. Many rural
clinics are without the atropine
and respirators needed to revive
those who ingest pesticide or poison, he added.
“If we improved resuscitation at
the local level by just 50 percent,
we’d save at least 50,000 lives a
year,” Phillips said.
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Iraqis approve charter on same day as 2,000th American death
IRAQ
continued from page 17

“Definitely there was fraud,”
said Saleh Mutlaq, a leader in
the Sunni National Dialogue
Council, which urged Sunnis
to vote “no.”
“It is inconceivable that 45
percent of the people in Mosul
voted `yes’ to the constitution.
And these results of 99 percent
and 98 percent in some
provinces, it’s ridiculous.”
Election officials insisted
the results were sound and

defended their decision to
delay announcing the final tallies. “We didn’t invent these
figures. It took us a long time
to get them,” commission
spokesman Farid Ayar said.
But a loss of Sunni faith in
the political process risks
reviving support for the insurgency, which had seemed to
wane over the referendum as
the Sunni community focused
on trying to vote down the
constitution, Mutlaq warned.
“The people whom we con-

vinced to participate in the
political process and they
obeyed us — how can we now
convince them to come to the
next election?” he said. “I am
sorry the United States has put
us in this situation, and I think
Iraq is going to get worse.”
In the streets of the Sunni
neighborhood of Adhamiya in
Baghdad, most Sunnis who
voted “no” seemed resigned to
their failure to defeat the document and said it would not
deter them from voting again.

“I feel this with pain,
because I read the constitution
and I believe it will shred the
country into pieces, and leave
us open to additional interference by Iran,” said Jamal alDulaimi, 45, a sales manager
who said he was convinced the
result was rigged. But he also
said Sunnis could not afford to
boycott the next election.
“We cannot repeat the same
mistake and leave others to
take our place in politics,” he
said.
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Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle

Hallowin' Winds: A Tufts Music Concert
Place: Alumnae Hall, Aidekman Arts Center. Date of
Event: Sunday, 10/30/05 at 7:30 pm. This event is free.

JETBLUE STUDENT REP NEEDED!
Creative mktg or comm major for exciting on-campus guerilla mktg, PR & events! Great for resume,
plus amazing incentive package! Visit www.mryouth.com/careers/jetblue for details and send
resume to bostonrep@gmail.com

LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
“WHY DOES NOBODY UNDERSTAND THAT OUR INTERVIEWS
ARE REAL?!”
— Dave C., Arts Department

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.
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With Nov. 1 start date coming,
teams get ahead of the game
BY

LIZ HOFFMAN

Daily Editorial Board

‘Offseason’ is a relative term
for college athletes. While the
daily practices and weekend
tournaments might come to an
end, that final buzzer marks the
beginning of a new regimen of
conditioning,
weightlifting,
and skills training designed to
keep players in top form for the
next year.
That phase has been kicked
into high gear in recent weeks
as winter sports teams, eyeing
the NESCAC Nov. 1 start date
for official practices, engage in
less formal preparation for
their approaching seasons.
Group workout sessions and
captains’
practices
have
replaced individual training as
the season approaches. When
coaches meet with their squads
for their first official practices,
they will find their players with
renewed focus and energy.
“We’ve been running captains’ practices since Oct. 1,”
said senior Meghan Wallach, a
tri-captain of the 2005 women’s
swimming and diving team.
“We all come in, especially
freshmen, with different backgrounds in terms of what kind
of shape we’re in. This way, we
all build up together and build
a good foundation for the season right away.”
Because coaching is not
allowed before the Nov. 1 date,
captains’ practices are essentially regular team practices
with the captains filling in for
the coaches.
“They’re something to get
everyone together in the gym at
same time, to work on stuff
before
the
coach
gets
involved,” senior women’s basketball tri-captain Jess Powers
said. “It’s a chance to prep
freshmen, show them how we
play, and run the floor.”
Most winter sports teams
have been holding some combination of team practices and
workout sessions since early
October. These preseason practices are especially important
to the swimming team, which
dives right into action next
weekend at the Wheaton Relay
scrimmage.
“Playing a sport where you
have a meet the first weekend,

you need to be in shape at that
point,” Wallach said. “With
everything we’ve been practicing and with our freshman
class, which is strong in all
aspects and all strokes, I think
we’re going to be ready.”
But even for the basketball
and hockey teams, which have
their first tests on Nov. 18, the
Nov. 1 start date allows coaches
less than three weeks to work
on skills, implement offensive
and defensive setups, and
organize all the moving parts of
a successful team before games
begin.
“It’s its important to get back
in shape,” said senior Pat
Walsh, a captain of the ice
hockey team. “Because the
league is so competitive, if we
just started Nov. 1, it’d be hard
to jump right into it.”
NESCAC regulations are
stricter than those of many
other leagues. Because the basketball teams don’t begin their
league schedules until January,
they often face teams early in
the season that have had a twoweek head start in practice
time.
“A lot of teams we play right
off the bat have already been
practicing now for two weeks
because NESCAC starts later
than other leagues,” Powers
said. “Other Div. III teams that
aren’t in our conference are
already practicing, so we really
try to accelerate it in preseason.”
In addition to sharpening
fundamentals and getting athletes back into game shape,
preseason practices afford
teams a chance to foster chemistry and build friendships that
will only strengthen the team in
competition. Freshmen are
introduced to their teammates
and the program as captains
are given an opportunity to
demonstrate leadership.
“[Preseason practices are] a
good way to get [team chemistry] going; a chance for freshman to meet the guys and feel
at home before the season
starts,” Walsh said. “It’s not
mandatory, but we police ourselves and everyone wants to
show up; everyone wants to
skate.”
see WINTER SPORTS, page 21

White Sox win first Series since 1917
BY JIM SALISBURY

Knight Ridder Tribune

Back in 1917, the names were
Pants Rowland, Happy Felsch,
Eddie Cicotte, Buck Weaver and
Shoeless Joe Jackson.
In 2005, the names were Ozzie
Guillen, Paul Konerko, Scott
Podsednik, Joe Crede, Freddy
Garcia, Jermaine Dye and Geoff
Blum.
Two vastly different eras of
Chicago White Sox baseball
became linked by the greatest
accomplishment the sport can
offer on Wednesday night.
The White Sox became World
Series champions for the first
time in 88 years with a 1-0 victory
over the Houston Astros.
Back in 1917, the Sox needed
six games to dispatch the New
York Giants. This time they needed just four to do away with the
Astros.
Sweep home Chicago.

Once again, this was the year of
the Sox in Major League Baseball.
Last year, the Boston Red Sox
ended 86 years of frustration by
winning the World Series in four
games over the St. Louis
Cardinals.
The White Sox had a dominating postseason. They swept
Boston in the Division Series, got
four complete-game starts in
beating the Los Angeles Angels in
the
American
League
Championship Series, then quickly dismantled the Astros, whose
first World Series appearance
turned out to be a forgettable one.
The White Sox finished the
postseason with 11 wins and just
one loss. They went 6-0 on the
road.
Their biggest, and final, win of
the season, the one that left fans
dancing in the streets of Chicago,
was keyed by Garcia’s seven
shutout innings and Dye’s twoout RBI single in the top of the

eighth inning.
Dye was named Series most
valuable player.
Houston starter Brandon Backe
turned in his team’s best start of
the series with seven brilliant and
gutsy shutout innings. He handed
a scoreless tie to Brad Lidge in the
eighth.
Lidge allowed a leadoff single
to pinch-hitter Willie Harris, who
took second on Podsednik’s sacrifice bunt and third on Carl
Everett’s grounder to second.
Dye then came up and knocked
a 1-1 pitch up the middle to score
the game’s only run.
Backe had only thrown 100
pitches before he was removed for
pinch-hitter Jeff Bagwell with two
outs and none on in the seventh.
Bagwell grounded out.
The Astros had chances, but
were 0 for 11 with runners in scoring position. They had just five
see SWEEP, page 22

Streaks end as Tufts teams take on Wesleyan
Senior tri-captain Mike
Guigli scored against
Wesleyan on Wednesday
en route to the Jumbos’
2-0
win
over
the
Cardinals. Two lengthy
unbeaten streaks ended
in mid-week conference
action
Wednesday
against the Wesleyan
Cardinals. The women’s
soccer team was upset by
the previously NESCACwinless Cardinals 1-0,
ending its 11 game
unbeaten streak. The
men’s soccer team, in
contrast,
ended
Wesleyan’s seven game
unbeaten stint with a 2-0
victory. The field hockey
team was also in action
against the Cardinals, but
came out on the short
end of a 2-0 decision. See
tomorrow’s Daily for full
coverage...
— Aman Gupta
KELLY O’BRIEN/TUFTS DAILY

COACH FEATURE

Taking the volleyball team to new heights
is the norm for this player-turned coach
Senior Staff Writer
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Hot Peas and Butter 23
Inside the NHL 23

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2005

BY STEPHEN JOHANSEN

With coaches barred from direct practice contact with players until
Nov. 1, team captains, such as senior basketball tri-captain Jessica
Powers, have been running practices, ensuring that players are in top
shape when the season rolls around.

INSIDE

Volleyball
coach
Cora
Thompson has high expectations.
“In the past, Tufts wasn’t a powerhouse, but was just a
respectable team,” Thompson
said. “When I came here [in 1995],
I’d say we were around a .500
team. Now, we wouldn’t settle for
.600.”
It may sound a bit unabashed
to those unfamiliar with the program and its success, but a .600
record for this year’s team would
indeed be “settling,” as the
Jumbos boasted a 22-5 overall
record (.815), and a 6-1 mark
(.857) in the NESCAC going into
last night’s match against
Bowdoin. That’s nearly on pace
with last season’s 28-6 record (9-1
NESCAC), the team’s best in a
decade.
“We say we want to improve
each year, but it’s a little scary
because the bar’s getting pretty

high right now,” Thompson said.
Thompson, who glowingly
describes this year’s team as her
“baby” (“I recruited them all!” she
says), is neither short on intensity
nor on enthusiasm. Thompson is
a self-described paradox, both
intense and easygoing, and candid about her opinions in an
endearing manner. The four-year
head coach, who was just 24
when she was hired to take over
the job vacated by former coach
Kris Herman, doesn’t mince
words and is decidedly enthused
about her role in taking the
Jumbos from a program simply
deserving of recognition to one
regarded as one of the premier
programs in the region.
“We’re getting anywhere from
300 to 500 hits a year [of potential
recruits] interested in our program,” Thompson said. “Things
have changed in a lot of ways in
the past few years. Not only are
we getting known, but so is the
recruiting process in general, and

how popular participating in college sports is.”
Thompson was on the other
end of the recruiting process ten
years ago, when she applied and
was accepted to Tufts, entering in
1995 as a civil engineer, though
she later changed her major to
psychology.
“I was an engineer. And then I
was going to do languages. And
then it was English, and I think
sociology at one point, too, and
then I wanted to do bio-psychology,” Thompson said. “There may
have been others. But finally it
was just psychology.”
Thompson comes from Half
Moon Bay, California, a picturesque coast town of about 11,000
people located 30 miles south of
San Francisco. Her mother is a
kindergarten teacher while her
father works for BART, a local
transit authority. Thompson talks
about her home state and her
see THOMPSON, page 21
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Seasons approaching quickly for winter teams
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RON CORTES/KRT

Matt Ware (21) did not stop after collecting the loose ball caused by
rookie teammate Quintin Mikell’s blocked field goal. Ware, also a rookie,
took it all the way back for a touchdown, giving the 4-2 Philadelphia
Eagles the go-ahead touchdown in their 20-17 triumph over San Diego
on Sunday.

Eagles-Chargers game on
Sunday was simply the best
BY

WILLIAM BENDETSON
Senior Staff Writer

There are those occasional
NFL games that are worth reliving over and over; their excitement never wanes with time.
This was the case with the
Philadelphia Eagles and San
Diego Chargers on Sunday.
ESPN Classic should televise the
game repeatedly.
Blocked kicks, fumbles, interceptions, hard hits, lead changes,
a million penalties, an anemic
Eagles offense in the second half,
an almost-five-to-one pass-run
ratio for the defending NFC
champs and a defense that
blitzed on almost every down are
just some of the factors that
made this game one for the ages.
Charger rookie and first round
draft pick Shawne Merriman had
a breakout game. LaDanian
Tomlinson, maybe the best running back in football, gained
only five yards. And to cap it all
off, an unknown rookie from
Iowa made the deciding play for
Philadelphia. False fire alarms
were going off at Lincoln
Financial Field in the fourth
quarter, and Eagles fans were
being told to leave the stadium.
But on this day Philly fans certainly were not headed for the
exits.
The Eagles led 10-0 at the end
of the first half mainly because
the Chargers couldn’t move the
football. But somehow, San

Diego’s offensive coordinator
Cam Cameron found some
magic in the locker room at halftime.
The Chargers came out strong
on their first drive of the second
half, marching the ball down the
field. Even though Tomlinson
was a non-factor — just seven
yards rushing midway through
the second quarter — quarterback Drew Brees still managed to
ignite the San Diego offense, firing a rocket to wide receiver
Keenan McCardell for a twentyyard touchdown pass early in the
third. The score brought the
Chargers within three points.
Antonio Gates, the Chargers’
All-Pro tight end caught six passes in the third quarter alone
including the touchdown that
gave the Chargers a 14-10 lead
on a drive that came on the heels
of a 22-yard Philadelphia punt.
The Chargers looked to be in
control. On the Eagles next possession, McNabb threw an interception to San Diego’s backup
cornerback Jamar Fletcher, a
player Philly wanted to expose as
a weak link on the Charger
defense.
On the ensuing possession,
San Diego got the ball to the one
yard-line before a holding penalty backed the offense up ten
yards. The Eagles’ blitz defense
finally paid off as Philadelphia
managed to sack Brees in the red
zone forcing the Chargers to

Shared mentality and basic
fitness are keys to any squad’s
success, especially early in the
season as teams are thrown
headfirst into rigorous schedules. Both the basketball and
hockey teams play three games
in the first five days of their seasons.
“Captains’ practices are an
opportunity to get people
together to swim,” Wallach said.
“It’s more motivating to do it
together, so in that way, it’s
team bonding. It’s important to
make sure everyone is on same
page.”
That attitude was reflected
on the men’s side as well.
“We make morning practices

sometimes we work more on
skills and fundamentals and
sometimes we just play for fun,”
he said. “It’s a more informal
setting, so you get more time to
talk to the guys. We still get it
done, but it’s not as structured.”
Even without the structure
that coaches naturally bring to
their practices, the athletes are
serious about getting in game
shape and recognize the importance of these few preseason
weeks.
“Captains practices aren’t a
joke,” Katz said. “They’re almost
to the level of what normal
practices will be when season
rolls around. Most of the team
has been putting in a significant
amount of work, and we’ll be
ready.”

at 7:00 a.m. because no one has
class, so the whole team can be
together in one place at one
time, which doesn’t happen a
lot during the season,” said
Marc Katz, a quad-captain of
the men’s swimming team.
“We’ve had some team activities
outside the water, too — we had
a barbeque a few weeks ago
with the girls’ team, and on the
first day of captains’ practices,
we couldn’t use the pool, so
went on scavenger hunt around
Medford instead.”
Senior Brian Fitzgerald, a
captain of the men’s basketball
team, commented on the mixture of informal team bonding
and more technical practice
that team-run practices afford.
“When we play pickup,

Chicago dominates Houston, sweeps Series
SWEEP
continued from page 24

hits in the game and ended up
batting .201 (29 for 144) in the
series.
One of Houston’s best chances
came with two outs in the bottom of the eighth and runners on
the corners. Pinch-hitter Jose
Vizcaino hit a slow roller to
shortstop Juan Uribe, who made
a tremendous play to get a close
out at first.
Uribe made two more highlight-reel plays in the ninth. With
a runner on second and one out,
he dove into the stands behind
third base to haul in Chris

Craig Biggio said before the
game. “There’s a lot of pride and
dignity in our clubhouse.”
The Astros were hoping there
would be some hits, too. They
batted just .211 as a team in the
first three games, and were going
against a tough righthander in
Freddy Garcia.
“We’re in an old-fashioned
slump,” manager Phil Garner
said before the game.
Garcia was originally Astros
property, having signed with the
club in 1993. He eventually
became one of the Astros’ top
pitching prospects and was dealt
to Seattle in July 1998 for Randy

Burke’s pop up.
He then made another superb
play on Orlando Palmeiro’s soft
grounder to end the game,
touching off on-field celebration, while dazed Astros fans
went home for the winter.
Despite playing 14 innings the
night before, both teams took
batting practice before the game.
At this time of year, players are
running on adrenaline. They
have all winter to rest.
The Astros were just hoping
winter would not be arriving
today.
“We still have a pulse and a
heartbeat,” second baseman

SCHEDULE | Oct. 24 - Oct. 30
MON

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

SUN

Amherst
1:00 p.m.

Football

@Conn.
College
1:30 p.m.

@Wesleyan
3:15 p.m.

Men’s Soccer

Women’s
Soccer

@Wesleyan
3:30 p.m.

@Conn.
College
11:00 a.m.

Field Hockey

@Wesleyan
3:30 p.m.

@Conn
College
11:00 a.m.

Volleyball

@Bowdoin
7:00 p.m.

Trinity
8:00 p.m.
@Wesleyan

@Wesleyan
12:00 p.m.

Men’s Cross
Country

NESCACs
11 a.m.
@Wesleyan

Women’s
Cross Country

NESCACs
12:00 p.m.
@Wesleyan

see INSIDE THE NFL, page 21

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Men’s Soccer

Field Hockey

OVERALL

CONFERENCE

Team
Bowdoin
Middlebury
Williams
Tufts
Wesleyan
Conn. College
Amherst
Bates
Colby
Trinity

W
8
7
6
4
4
3
2
2
1
1

Pct
L
W
0 1.000 12
1 .875
9
2 .750
9
3 .571
7
3 .571
9
4 .429 7
5 .286
5
6 .250
5
7 .125
4
7 .125
5

L
0
2
3
5
3
5
7
7
7
8

Scoring

Goalkeeping
Duffy-Cabana (1-2)
Rappoli

G
5
4
3
3
4
1
3
0
0
0

A
3
2
3
3
0
4
0
0
0
0

L
0
2
2
2
2
3
4
6
7
8

T
0
0
0
2
2
2
0
0
0
0

Pct
1.000
.750
.750
.625
.571
.500
.429
.250
.125
.000

W
12
10
9
7
6
8
4
7
4
3

L
1
2
3
3
2
3
6
6
8
9

L
0
1
0
3
3
2
2
0
0
0

Individual Statistics

Individual Statistics
Player
Ileana Casellas-Katz
Erika Goodwin
Lea Napolitano
Stacey Watkins
Brittany Holiday
Jeanne Grabowski
Tess Jasinski
Lizzy Oxler
Katie Pagos
Jennie Williamson

W
8
6
6
4
3
3
3
2
1
0

Pts
13
10
9
9
8
6
6
0
0
0

GA Sv Sv%
13 58 .816
3 10 .769

Scoring
Player
Mattia Chason
Mike Guigli
Dan Jozwiak
Greg O’Connell
Bob Kastoff
Sam James
Andrew Drucker
Todd Gilbert
Ben Castellot
Peter DeGregorio
Derek Engelking
Alex Bedig
Goalkeeping
Brian Dulmovits
David McKeon

G
6
3
2
3
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
GA
16
4

NESCAC Standings

NESCAC Standings

OVERALL

CONFERENCE

Team
Williams
Bowdoin
Middlebury
Amherst
Wesleyan
Bates
Tufts
Colby
Conn. College
Trinity

Football

Women’s Soccer

NESCAC Standings

NESCAC Standings

A Pts
2
14
2
9
4
8
1
7
0
2
0
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
0
Sv Sv%
34 .680
7 .636

OVERALL

CONFERENCE

W
Team
5
Tufts
5
Williams
4
Amherst
5
Bates
5
Bowdoin
Middlebury 3
3
Colby
Conn.College 2
0
Wesleyan
1
Trinity

L
1
2
2
3
3
2
2
6
5
7

T
1
1
1
0
0
2
3
0
2
0

Pct
.786
.688
.643
.625
.625
.571
.563
.250
.143
.125

W
10
9
6
9
8
6
7
4
2
3

L
1
3
3
3
4
3
2
7
7
8

T
1
1
2
0
1
2
3
1
2
1

Individual Statistics
Scoring
Player
Ariel Samuelson
Sarah Callaghan
Martha Furtek
Lindsay Garmirian
Lauren Fedore
Lydia Claudio
Joelle Emery
Maya Shoham
Kim Harrington
Jessie Wagner
Jen Fratto
Genevieve Citrin
Goalkeeping
Annie Ross

G
A Pts
11 3
25
2
6
10
2
3
7
3
0
6
3
0
6
2
2
6
1
1
3
1
0
2
0
1
1
0
1
1
0
1
1
0
0
0
GA Sv Sv%
9 57 .863

CONFERENCE

Team
Trinity
Amherst
Bowdoin
Colby
Williams
Tufts
Bates
Hamilton
Middlebury
Wesleyan

W
5
4
4
4
3
2
1
1
1
0

POINTS

L Pct PF PA
0 1.000 169 9
1 .800 121 28
1 .800 72 72
1 .800 126 78
2 .600 99 107
3 .400 71 67
4 .200 51 159
4 .200 54 160
4 .200 87 103
5 .000 68 135

Individual Statistics

Women’s Cross
Country Rankings
As of Oct. 18, 2005
Rank, Team, Points

1. Williams (197)
2. SUNY-Geneseo (192)
3. Wisconson-LaCrosse (187)
4. Washington Univ. (176)
5. Amherst (166)
6. Colby (158)
7. Dickinson (155)
8. Denison (135)
9. Middlebury (125)
11. Tufts (123)

Men’s Cross Country

Player
Rankings
Att
Yds TD
Rushing
As
of
Oct. 18, 2005
112
476 1
Scott Lombardi
22
106 1 Rank, Team, Points
William Forde
25
71 0
Christopher Guild
6
30 0 1. Calvin College (200)
Brian Cammuso
4
19 0 2. Wisconsion-LaCrosse (192)
Tony Testaverde
32
-11 1 3. North Central College (183)
Casey D’Annolfo
193
442 3 4. Nebraska Wesleyan (176)
Totals
No.
Yds TD 5. Tufts (163)
Receiving
18
230 1
Steve Menty
14
194 3 6. Willamette University (153)
Brian VonAncken
6
81 1 7. Wisconsin-Oshkosh (152)
J.B. Bruno
7
61 1 8. Wartburg College (128)
Mark Jagiela
55
649 6 9. Haverford (140)
Totals
Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD 10. New York University (129)
Passing
Casey D’Annolfo 120-55-9 649 6
121-55-9 649 6
Totals
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INSIDE THE NHL

First few weeks of hockey are delivering on promises
Predators, Penguins serve
as season’s big surprises
BY

PATRICK MANAHAN
Contributing Writer

Three weeks after its Oct. 5 debut, the
NHL is delivering everything it promised
with the new rule changes in effect.
Teams are scoring more, there are more
breakaways, and the ever-popular
shootout is becoming a main attraction.
Watching hockey used to be more like
watching curling: little action in a game
you didn’t really understand in the first
place. Now the action is fast, the hits
intense, and the shots superb. Here’s a
quick recap of what’s been happening
around the league to this point.
The biggest team stories have to be
those of the Nashville Predators and the
Pittsburgh Penguins. The Preds are 7-0-0
and remain the league’s only unbeaten
team. The offseason treated them very
well, as they added Paul Kariya and Steve
Sullivan to their beleaguered squad.
While the duo is leading the team right
now with seven and ten points, respectively, the team’s biggest star has been
goaltender Tomas Vokoun. Vokoun has
somehow managed to maintain a miraculous 1.95 goals against average (GAA),
even with the new rules, and has made
the Predators the team to watch in a city
that hasn’t seen ice in quite some time.
On the flip side of the coin, the
Pittsburgh Penguins — a team that looks
spectacular on paper — has managed to
achieve a winless record in nine games so
far this season. The Pens spent the
majority of the offseason gobbling up talented veterans in New York Yankee-like
fashion, and it has not paid off in the
slightest.
The one positive note is rookie sensation Sidney Crosby, who has tallied 12
points in nine games this season. It doesn’t look like this kid is going to be the next
hockey version of Tim Couch or Tony
Mandarich. He looks like Lebron on
blades. It’s easy to watch Crosby play too,
as Penguins games are on NESN, OLN or
CBC, and it’s worth it.
From elsewhere around the league,
there are many individual performances
worth noting. Jaromir Jagr of the New
York Rangers is absolutely tearing it up.
In ten games this season, Jagr has 15
points, including ten goals. After a 2003

Down but not out

A

Brandon Backe went against Freddy
Garcia last night, the Astros pulled it out.
I’ve got a feeling that Houston won’t roll
over and should at least take it back to
SHARON M. STEINMAN/KRT

Chicago. Maybe a bold statement, but

Pittsburgh Penguin goalie Marc-Andre Fleury gives up a goal to Keith Primeau of the
Philadelphia Flyers.

what could be the worst that could happen if I’m wrong? I’m still about 2,654

season in which he apparently thought it
was still amateur hour, Jagr has hit the ice
flying in ‘05.
Something else to watch is the emergence of the Philadelphia Flyers’ dynamic duo, as Peter Forsberg has apparently
found a new favorite target in Simon
Gagne.

The Detriot Red Wings have
emerged as the league’s overwhelmingly dominant team in
the first ten games this season.
Forsberg has 12 assists this year and no
goals, while Gagne is tied for second in
the league with seven goals, all of which
have been assisted by Forsberg. The Las
Vegas odds on the Flyers to win the
Stanley Cup were 3-1 preseason. They are
off to a 4-3 start, but look like a solid contender for Lord Stanley’s prize.
The Detriot Red Wings have emerged
as the league’s overwhelmingly dominant
team in the first ten games this season.
The Wings have a record of 9-1 over that
span, and are beating teams like they
owe them money. They have outscored
their opponents 42-19, and have won

If last week’s Seven Questions subject, junior Bryan McDavitt, is Tufts’
3) Which do you prefer: handling balls
or blocking them?

2) You and teammate and fellow goalie
Angela Rappoli are quite buddy-buddy I
hear –so I must ask, blondes or
brunettes?
Yeah we are really buddy-buddy -— we
often share the same thoughts ... but perhaps the one thing that we disagree on is
the fact that Ang thinks that blondes have
more fun and I have no problem showing
off my brunette roots...but neither of us
seems to be suffering.

time you are reading it, the series

my prediction is that, even though

Full Name: Marilyn Duffy-Cabana
Nicknames: Nutter, Duff, Wiggly, Fluffy,
MDC
Birthdate: 03/08/85
Zodiac Sign: Pisces
Hometown: Amesbury, MA
Favorite Athlete: David Ortiz, Tedy
Bruschi
Favorite Tufts Athlete: Erin "Dawg"
Connolly ('05), because even after
graduation her game is still going strong

Here at Bello Field we run a classy operation.
The only thing that needs refining is the timing of Champy's visits on Saturday nights.

just took a 3-0 lead, and by the

may be over. But for the sake of this article

their last two games by four or more
goals. They are one of the most fun teams
to watch right now, along with
Philadelphia, the Ottawa Senators and
the Vancouver Canucks.
Ottawa managed to keep many of its
star players — such as Daniel Alfredsson
and Wade Redden — while acquiring
young superstar Dany Heatley and legendary goalie Dominik Hasek.
The Canucks saw the return of Todd
Bertuzzi, who was close to being suspended indefinitely after nearly killing
the Colorado Avalanche’s Steve Moore
with a blindsided punch that broke his
neck in 2003. The Canucks are 8-2 this
year, led by Markus Naslund and the
Sedin twins, and are aiming to impress in
a very tough Western Conference.
With all these exciting teams and players, it is worthwhile to check out the new
hockey game, even for non-hockey fans.
Although the Flyers games are not all televised, the Boston Bruins are a solid
squad as well. They play against the
Toronto Maple Leafs at 7 p.m. tonight
and Saturday at the same time against
the New Jersey Devils.
Hockey is also aired on OLN on
Monday nights and Tuesday nights at 7
p.m. October 31st is the Montreal
Canadiens versus the Rangers, and
November 1st is the Chicago Blackhawks
versus the Red Wings.

Seven Questions with Marilyn Duffy-Cabana

1. Whats up with your booty dance
before games, and do you get to refine
it on Saturday evenings?

s I’m writing this, the White Sox

Well, we are talking about different types of
balls and I'm not one to discriminate.
Hardwood or turf, I'll dive for them. But Field
Hockey puts me on the defensive and truth
be told, I like to score...and I believe I already
mentioned the hardwood.
4) What’s more satisfying – a game winning penalty save or a buzzer-beating 3
pointer?
Anything that brings tears to the eyes of a
NESCAC nemesis works for me.
5) I hear you do a crazy little dance
inside the cage before Field Hockey
games, do you have any strange rituals
before basketball games?
Besides the usual stop at Dunkin Donuts (or
maybe Starbucks for a big game), we spend
most of our pregame time predicting Coach
Berube's outfit. Will it be club pants or skirts
with boots? And the hair, up or down?....up.
We tend to focus on the post-game

closest version of Dieon Sanders, then
junior Marilyn Duffy-Cabana is holding
it down on the women’s side. A twosport athlete in field hockey and basketball, the 5’6” goalie/guard is just as
comfortable in pads as in Nikes, and will
just as deftly block shots on the field as
sink them on the court. I caught up to
the self-proclaimed caffeine addict at
Dunkin’ Donuts, and naturally, Seven
Questions ensued... (as a side note for
all you loyal 7Q zealots, Casey
D’Annolfo, sadly enough, failed to get
mentioned for the second week in a
row. Maybe next week, Casey)
rituals/games, the statistics of which are usually better than our free-throw percentages.
6) What’s your favorite pastime to keep
busy during the offseason?
Offseason? What's that? If you mean the
three or so months of two-sport training,
then I do enjoy a few free moments.
Typically I brush up my Karaoke skills (66-2)
and perfect the Friday Night Dance. I've also
been spotted at a few baseball games as
well.
7) In The Marilyn Duffy-Cabana story,
who plays you?
The casting process would be a rigorous set
of speaking races. Words per minute will be
tallied, and whoever comes closest to keeping up with me will be cast. I'm thinking
Brittany Murphy circa the "Clueless" years
might come close. Her brown curly hair from
this time period also scores her points.

crappy

predictions

short

of

Sean

Salisbury. So I’ve got that going for me,
which is nice.
Even if the Astros do get swept, this
World Series deserves recognition beyond
a few bad calls. The bottom line is that we
have had a great series (regardless of the
win discrepancy) between two teams
which play the type of baseball that is perfect for ushering in this new era of semisteroidfree play. Despite the recent heroics of Podsednik in Game 2 and Blum in
Game 3, both the White Sox and Astros
have made it to late October because of
pitching, defense, and timely hitting.
It’s a baseball purist’s wet dream and
just what baseball needs right now. I mean
have you ever seen an American League
team attempt more sacrifice bunts?
Neither team stands out as far as run differential or on-base percentage, two of the
more “in vogue” baseball terms of the
moment, but they both manage to get the
job done.
Why? Because both have lived by the
saying, “What doesn’t kill you makes you
stronger.” The Astros were plagued with
injuries from the start and stumbled out of
the gate with a record of 16-31, but then
went on a tear to right the ship. The White
Sox followed the opposite pattern, carrying a 15-game lead into late August only to
see it crumble to 1.5 games making their
manager contemplate retirement.
But both teams managed to weather
the storms and found themselves in the
playoffs. And because of these serious valleys, both teams grew very close. You can
see it in the way young Astros like Chris
Burke and Brad Lidge gush about the role
and influence of Bagwell and Biggio on the
team. The White Sox get their unity from
Ozzie Guillen and his ability to both guide
the team and be like just another player in
the dugout.
Because of his wacky behavior, Guillen
was able to take the pressure off his team
by putting it all on his shoulders. This
pressure, or lack thereof, was another part
of both teams’ success. The Astros were
playing with house money after their terrible start even though they came within
one game of the series last year. Some
even considered them the underdogs with
a 3-2 lead in the NLCS this year and their
stopper, Roy Oswalt, taking the hill.
In regards to the White Sox, although
they definitely felt the pinch coming down
to the end of the season, I have never seen
a team with home field advantage
throughout the playoffs dismissed so easily by the media as a whole. Yes they went
into one of the most dramatic free falls in
recent memory, but when it was gut check
time at the end of the season, the Sox finished 8-2.
But both these teams relish the underdog label because both are made up of
guys who have been dismissed and disregarded. There is the pitching trio of Yankee
rejects in Jose Contreras, Orlando
Hernandez, and, to a lesser degree, Andy
Pettite. Astros manager Phil Garner was
see LIBERATOR, page 21

— Aman Gupta

Cole Liberator is a senior majoring in
history. He can be reached via e-mail at
cole.liberator@tufts.edu
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Business Opportunity
Need an Extra $36,000 a year?
Vending business for sale. Sell
$5,000. 1-800-568-1281 or vendingfriends.com.

Medford House To Share
$400 month includes utils.
Washer/Dryer, some storage, onstreet parking. Public
Transportation. Available immediately. Bruce 781-488-3262.

SPRING BREAKERS
Book Early and Save. Lowest
Prices. Hottest Destinations.
BOOK 15= 2 FREE TRIPS OR
CASH. FREE MEALS / PARTIES BY
11/7. Highest Commision. Best
Travel Perks. www.sunsplashtours.com. 1-800-426-7710

Babysitter/Nanny Needed
Winchester family looking for afterschool help with 2 delightful girls
aged 4 and 8. Must have own
transportation. Hours from 2:30 to
5:30 weekdays. Somewhat flexible
schedule. Non-smoker, English
speaking. Please contact Julia at
(617) 462-7793.

Lost Passport
Lost: Jordanian Passport, on Tufts
University Campus. Passport
#1789096. If found, please call
617-309-7507

Merchandiser (part-time)
Organize greeting card display at
discount store opening in
Somerville Assembly Square Mall.
Flexible schedule, 2 or 3 days a
week and every third Sunday
(overtime). $8.50+Contact Image
Arts 800-345-9253 x 566.

APARTMENT for RENT
4 Bedroom apartment on 1st floor
of ownder occupied 2 family
house across the street from campus. Newly renovated $2200. per
month plus utilities. Please call
617 625 3021
Apartment for Rent
Across from Professor's Row - 6
Bed Rm 1st floot APTS Include
hardwood floors, eat-in-kit, refrigerator, dishwasher, washer &
dryer, baths, living RM, front &
rear porches, & 4 car off st. parking. $4,800 Includes ALL utilities
Avail. 6/1/06 & 9/1/06. 781-2491677
Large and Small Apartments
Available for Semester
Within walking distance of campus
and to T in Davis Square.
Reasonable Rent. Great
Apartments. Call Day or Night
Frank or Lina 617-625-7530. Offcampus living is the best.
Davis Apt 4 Rent Must See!
2 bed penthouse-Great LocationSame St. as Redbones- Seconds
to Davis T- New kitchen with
maple, granite + skylight- New
bathroom. Must see! Available
Nov. 1. $2000. Please call Shane
617-750-6378

Medford Condo
New Fully Renovated 2 bed. condo
in Medford, 10min walk to Tufts,
339K. info: www.102harvard.com
4 bedrooms apt.
on Ossipee Rd. Available June
2006 call Maria for more information at 781-942-7625
Gorgeous Single Family HomeMedford
Minutes to Tufts. Perfect for family/professionals. 3 bed, 2.5 bath.
Beautiful inside and out. Garage,
back deck. Spacious. Finished
basement. Just reduced $609K.
Please call Shane 617-750-6378.
Benoit RE.
Malden
4 Bedrooms, quiet neighborhood,
full kitchen w/disposal and dishwasher, hardwood floors, parking
available now. Call 617-719-9730.

Services
Sexually Transmitted Diseases
Testing and Treatment. Private MD
office. Confidential. For Appt call
617-232-1559. Free Guide @
www.healthac.org

McCarthy Self-Service Storage
22 Harvard St, Medford, MA
02155. 781-396-7724. Space great
for between semester storage. $5
off monthly rental of a 5x5 unit Or
3rd month free if stay for 3
months. Minutes away from campus. Visit our website for more
info.:
www.mccarthyselfstorage.com

#1 Spring Break Website
Low prices guaranteed. Free
meals & Free drinks. Book 11 people, get 12th trip free! Group discounts for 6+
www.SpringBreakDiscounts.com
or www.LeisureTours.com or 800838-8202.

$600 Group Fundraiser Bonus
4 hours of your group's time PLUS
our free (yes, free) fundraising programs EQUALS $1,000-$3,000 in
earnings for your group. Call
TODAY for up to $600 in bonuses
when you schedule your fundraiser
with CampusFundraiser. Contact
CampusFundraiser, (888) 9233238, or visit www.campusfundraiser.com

Looking for flexibility?
Babysit for children in their own
homes when your schedule permits. Earn $11+/hr. If you have at
least 2 full weekdays open, childcare experience & references,
we'd love to talk. 617-739-KIDS
ext.111 Parents in a Pinch, Inc.
www.parentsinapinch.com

#1 Spring Break Website!
Lowest prices guaranteed. Free
Meals & Free Drinks. Book 11 people, get 12th trip free! Group discounts for 6+
www.SpringBreakDiscounts.com
or www.LeisureTours.com or 800838-8202.

Astros, White Sox play the
kind of game baseball needs
LIBERATOR
continued from page 23

fired from the Brewers, not
exactly a job experience you
want to build your resume
around. Then there’s Bobby
Jenks, who was released only last
year from the Angels because of
off-the-field problems. And as
for Mark Buehrle, he was cut
from his high school baseball
team. Twice.
Beyond the players with a chip
on their shoulder the teams are
also filled with guys who just
don’t know any better and are
reveling in the moment. The
Game 2 reactions of Aaron
Rowand after Konerko’s grand
slam and Freddy Garcia (who
was for some reason wearing a
helmet) after Podsednik’s homer
were priceless. The emotion was
great because you could tell it
was spontaneous. Grown men
transformed before your eyes
into kids, making me realize
what I had forgotten after a
sobering baseball year of
steroids, lies, and Gary Sheffield.
Baseball is actually supposed to

be fun.
What would the Game 2 celebration be like if other teams
were in the Series? If the Yankees
had won it would consist of a lot
of awkward Jeter fist pumps and
stern head nods from A-Rod. As
for the Red Sox, what do you
think the odds that Jason Varitek,
Trot Nixon, or that ray of sunshine, Edgar Renteria, would
have even cracked a smile after a
finish like that? I’m going with
5:1. It’s a shame, but baseball has
turned into life and death for
many players and their fans.
But the White Sox and Astros
realize how unbelievably awesome the opportunity of getting
in the playoffs and competing in
the World Series is. That’s why
guys like Joe Crede, Geoff Blum,
Jason Lane, and Chris Burke
have stepped up their play. It’s
not a case of luck, just a group of
guys playing loose, enjoying the
moment, and putting on a great
show thus far. Hopefully
Houston found a way to gut one
out last night and we can all have
a little more fun.

Unsung rookie Mikell the
hero in Philadelphia
INSIDE THE NFL
continued from page 22

settle for a Nate Kaeding field
goal.
The Eagles’ offense failed to
counter the defense’s stand and
went three-and-out yet again on
its next possession. It looked like
the only thing that would get
Philly back in the game would be
for the defense to force a Charger
turnover. The Eagles did just
that, as Darwin Walker instigated
the Brees fumble that Jeremiah
Trotter recovered. Philadelphia’s
anemic offense managed only a
field goal to bring the score to 1713 in favor of the Chargers.
After moving the ball once
more, San Diego called a timeout
with under three minutes to play
before Kaeding once again
would attempt a field goal to
increase the margin back to
seven points. With Philly unable
to move the ball consistently all
game, a touchdown lead with the
two minute warning approaching looked pretty secure for San
Diego.

With the Chargers ready to put
the game on ice and hand it over
to their defense, the San Diego
offensive line collapsed on the
Kaeding field goal attempt allowing Philadelphia rookie Quintin
Mikell to charge through and
block the kick. The loose ball
took a Philadelphia bounce to
rookie Matt Ware, who scampered all the way into the end
zone to garner an improbable
20-17 lead for the Eagles.
Brees took the field again to
try to lead the shocked Chargers
on a game-winning, or at the
very least, a game-tying drive.
Completions to Gates and
McCardell started the quest. But
a completion to Reche Caldwell
that would have put the Bolts
within field goal range was
stripped by Philadelphia corner
Sheldon Brown freeing the ball
for Walker to recover.
A review from upstairs upheld
the fumble call. Game over. With
the win, the Eagles managed to
become the luckiest 4-2 team in
the NFL, and San Diego the most

Wanted

EGG DONORS WANTED
Help make a couple's dream of
becoming parents come true by
becoming an egg donor. Very generous compensation and expenses
paid. Must be non-smoking female
between ages 21 -32. More information, visit www.robertnicholsesq.com or contact Christine/
Liz 781-551-0600
SPERM DONORS
Earn up to $900/mth. California
Cryobank, recruiting healthy men
18-38 of all ethnicities,
enrolled/graduated from BA/BS
program. To see if you pre-qualify,
please call or email. 617-497-8646,
cadrapp05@cryobank.com
BEST SUMMER JOB EVER
Premier Summer Camp with world
class facilities in CT. Near NYC and
Boston. Positions available waterfront, sports, adventure, extreme
sports, arts, theater, office and
camp store. Contact tom@kencamp.com, 305-673-3310 or
www.kenmontkenwood.com

Events
French, Italian, Spanish
Placement Tests
The French, Italian, and Spanish
Placement Tests will be given on
Monday, November 7, 12 noon1:00, for students who wish to
enroll in language courses next
semester and are not sure of their
placement. The Spanish and
French tests will take place in Olin
007 (lab); Italian in Olin 204.
French, Italian, Spanish
Placement Tests1
The French, Italian, and Spanish
Placement Tests will be given on
Monday, November 7, 12 noon1:00, for students who wish to
enroll in language courses next
semester and are not sure of their
placement. The Spanish and
French tests will be take place in
Olin 007 (lab); Italian in Olin 204.

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of
the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are
of an overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

While pacing the sidelines, Thompson
brings youthful energy to volleyball squad
THOMPSON
continued from page 24

family with passion, including
her plans to visit her younger
brother who lives by Lake Tahoe,
a few hours’ drive from her parents’ home.
“This winter vacation I’m
going up to Tahoe to stay with
him, definitely,” she said,
although she failed to indicate
whether her brother was aware
of her plans. “I love my job, and
it’s great because when students
get vacation, coaches more or
less get vacation. Of course, I
love California, too, so I usually
go back there for vacations. I
actually do a lot of my recruiting
there, so it works out.”
Thompson grew up playing
softball, basketball and volleyball throughout her high school
years at Half Moon Bay High. At
Tufts she played both softball
and volleyball, and tri-captained
both teams as a senior. On the
diamond, she was a starting
shortstop throughout her four
years, playing in all 149 games of
her career while posting 80 runs
scored (13th all-time), 133 hits
(12th-time), 68 RBI (11th alltime), and a .301 career batting
average.
Upon graduating from Tufts
in 1999, she was hired as a graduate assistant for then-head
coach Herman, who was also
coaching the softball program at
the time, while concurrently getting a masters’ degree in education. Two years later, when the
volleyball-softball coaching job
was split into two separate positions, Thompson was offered the
role of volleyball head coach,
and became the youngest head
coach in recent years.
“I really thank [Athletic
Director] Bill Gehling for taking
a chance with me; taking a 24year-old to run his volleyball
program,” Thompson said. “I
don’t know how many applicants there were, but I know it
was a very popular job at the
time.”
Universally described as competitive, Thompson’s coaching
style is as intense as her personality, and she can be seen during
matches pacing back and forth
on the court.
“She paces the whole bench
the entire time,” 2004 Tufts senior co-captain Emily Macy, who
is now an assistant volleyball

JEFF CHEN/TUFTS DAILY

Volleyball coach Cora Thompson (LA ‘99) was a four-year member of
both the volleyball and softball teams during her time as a student at
Tufts.
coach at Connecticut College,
said. “Seriously, she probably
gets an entire workout; legs,
thighs, abs, doing squats; during
the game. She can’t sit still for
two seconds. She’s on the move,
and she’s constantly talking the
entire match, too.”
Described by Macy as “completely emotionally involved,”
Thompson does not seem like
someone who does things
halfway. When interviewed for
this story, Thompson was at the
end of a 13-hour day, working in
her office selecting volleyball
players for the all-New England
and Senior All-Star awards, as
she is in charge of both ballots.
She explained cheerfully that
this was a typical schedule,
especially in the fall, when the
peak recruiting season coincides
with the stretch-run in volleyball.

“You could say things are
busy,” she said.
But how does Thompson’s
work ethic translate onto the
court, and how does it register
with the players?
“It’s all positive — she shows
her intensity in positive ways,
never yelling and emphasizing
what we did wrong but looking
at what it is that we have to do
better,”
senior
co-captain
Courtney Evans said. “We never
feel down on ourselves because
of her. She really wants us to be
close with each other and trusting of each other. I respect her so
much.”
When
pressed
about
Thompson’s game-time pacing,
Evans conceded.
“Well, when she gets really
mad she throws her clipboard,
but I’ve only seen it happen a
couple times.”

