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Renowned historian’s approach
turns discovery of Asia on its head
Daily Staff Writer

Eminent historian Sanjay
Subrahmanyam presented an
innovative approach to Portugal’s
exploration of Asia during an
afternoon speech at the Fletcher
School yesterday.
The speech, entitled “When the
World Discovered Portugal: Ten
Years of Luso-Asian Interaction,
1498-1508,” was part of Tufts’
Pearson Prentice Hall Seminar
Series in Global History.
Subrahmanyam, Chair of
Indian History at the University
of California in Los Angeles,
delivered his hour-long speech
to an intimate crowd of about
20 professors and graduate students seated in armchairs around
a wooden table in Goddard Hall’s
Edward R. Murrow Room.
Subrahmanyam’s
speech
sought to examine Portugal’s
early maritime exploration of Asia
through eyes other than those
of the Portuguese explorers who
provided most of the primary
documentation on this subject.
During the era on which
Subrahmanyam focused, many
European countries were seeking Asian spices, but no common
avenue of travel into Asia had yet
been discovered.
“It all comes down to the [trade
REBEKAH SOKOL/TUFTS DAILY

Dr. Sanjay Subrahmanyam
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Tufts University received both a higher
volume and higher quality of external news
media coverage during the 2005-06 fiscal year, according to Director of Public
Relations Kim Thurler.
“Every school at Tufts is on the forefront
of impressive work that can impact the
lives of people around the world,” Thurler
said. “So having good stories to tell and
amazing people behind those stories is a
large part of our success.”
On average, Tufts appeared in some of
the nation’s most influential papers, including The New York Times, USA Today, The
Wall Street Journal, Los Angeles Times, and
The Washington Post, at least 14 times per
month, Thurler said. The Associated Press,
which reaches hundreds of media outlets,
carried stories about Tufts an average of
seven times per month.
Thurler said that Tufts registered over
7,000 media hits — mentions of the university or notable students, professors and
alumni in major media — during the 200506 fiscal year, a two percent increase from
the previous fiscal year.
“Successful media relations is a cooperative effort that involves faculty, administrators and students,” Thurler said in an
e-mail to the Daily. She said that media hits
range from coverage of professors doing
groundbreaking research to students participating in community service activities.
“When our faculty are engaged in lead-

ing edge research and scholarship and
involved in the important issues of the day,
from avian influenza to midterm elections,
and are able to share their work with news
media and the public, we have a recipe for
success,” Thurler said.
Tufts received significant media coverage last year when eBay founder Pierre
Omidyar and his wife Pam (LA ‘88 and
‘89),donated $100 million to Tufts to create
the Omidyar-Tufts Microfinance fund.
“Similarly, when our students take time
from a vacation break to help hurricane
victims in Mississippi, or when the university embarks on a unique microfinance
initiative thanks to a gift from a farsighted
alumnus, we have a great story to share
with the media,” she said.
In August this year, Tufts was named
in a Newsweek article as one of “25 New
Ivies.” Tufts also ranked No. 27 in the U.S.
News & World Report rankings of America’s
best national universities, tying with the
University of Southern California and the
University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill.
The increased media attention means
a lot for Tufts, Thurler said. “It strengthens
relationships with Tufts’ audience and host
communities. It’s always good to show that
we’re good neighbors.”
Tufts also recently distinguished itself
in the academic community when Dean
of Arts and Sciences Robert Sternberg
announced that the School of Arts and

Both administration and faculty agree that Tufts’ biology department needs a new home.
Harry Bernheim, department
chair, said that a change in facilities “is a necessity for the long
term growth of this department.”
According to Bernheim, the
administration is aware of the
problem. “The administration
does believe that there is an urgent
need for updated biological laboratory research facilities,” he said.
“It’s not as if we’re saying yes and
they’re saying no.”
But no “hard plans” for new
construction presently exist.
As of now, only minor renovations to the building are underway: a $500,000 upgrade to current lab space in the west wing of
Barnum is slated for completion
by the start of next semester.
“We are renovating some existing space for a new member of
the faculty,” John Roberto, Vice
President of Operations, said.
Leah McIntosh, the Executive
Administrative Dean of the Office
of Arts and Sciences, said the
department is making the most of
the current situation.
“We have been able to keep
managing the building and to
keep making things work,” she
said.
Though the department continues to make do, the lab space
remains largely outdated and

cramped.
“I would not imply for a
moment that we have state-ofthe-art facilities there,” Roberto
said. “We are currently running
out of lab space for new faculty hires. The number of labs in
the building is not adequate to
expand and accommodate future
research needs.”
Aside from major renovations,
Roberto said, “there are other
ongoing miscellaneous maintenance needs on a day-to-day basis
that we are responding to.”
According to Bernheim, renovations are difficult in such an old
building.
“The building is so old that the
infrastructure is difficult to deal
with,” he said. “Everything is retrofitted.”
“I am aware we are in need
of an upgrade but not that there
are serious problems that interfere with the day to day work in
the labs other than small maintenance issues,” Roberto said.
Roberto emphasized that the
administration needed to evaluate projects based on the severity of the problems and prevailing
costs.
“It’s just a matter of priorities
and the other needs across the
university for all of our facilities,”
he said. “The question is whether
the space is still suitable to accommodate and allow for research and
teaching.”
see BARNUM, page 2

Ex-Pakistani official Abbas calls for soft-power
along the Afghan-Pakistani border
“You cannot bomb an idea, and there are
some ideas that are too well-entrenched,”
Fletcher School doctoral candidate and exPakistani official Hassan Abbas said in his lecture on Instability in the Pakistan-Afghanistan
Border Areas last night.
Abbas, whose book “Pakistan’s Drift Into
Extremism: Allah, the Army, and America’s
War on Terror” is a best-seller in both India
and Pakistan, called for the use of soft-power
to counter the instability around the PakistaniAfghani border.
His lecture was the first event sponsored by
the Alliance Linking Leaders in Education and
the Services (ALLIES) this year and focused on
the seven agencies, or regions in the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) in Pakistan.
The FATA is on the Pakistani-Afghani border, which, according to Abbas, “is not welldefined and is drawn through tribal lines.”
It is likely that Osama Bin Laden and his
company are operating in that border area,
Abbas said.
Based on the content of the tapes Bin
Laden has released, Abbas posited that he
must have access to the internet and therefore currently occupies an urban area.
Abbas also discussed the extent of the
instability in the area, citing a sharp rise in
the number of suicide bombings that have
occurred.
There have been 86 suicide bombings in
2006, to date. There were 21 in 2005, two in
2003 and only one in 2001.
According to Abbas, the border area

between both Pakistan and Afghanistan will
become more chaotic because the central
issues are not being targeted by the many
different organizations involved in the area.
“Lots of people are disappointed with the
lack of investment in the area,” he said.
According to Abbas, The U.S. spends eight
billion dollars per month in Iraq but has
only spent four billion dollars in five years in
Afghanistan, when it promised 13 billion.
He added that UN aid thus far to the region
has been only 57 dollars per capita, compared
to over 200 dollars per capita in areas like Iraq,
East Timor and Bosnia.
Abbas also discussed the historical underpinnings of the region, citing them as a partial
cause of the strife it is currently facing.
Both the U.S. and Pakistani governments
gathered Islamic radicals from different nations
to fight the Soviet Union during the SovietAfghani war, “but the U.S. can’t just turn [the
same radicals] off like a light,” he said.
According to Abbas, these extremist
implants have now been integrated into the
local Pashtun culture which pervades the FATA
region.
Understanding the Pashtun people is very
important to Abbas who said, “We can only
change [the situation] if we understand the
politics of the people on the ground.”
Abbas also has a blog called Watandost,
meaning “friend of the country” in Urdu,
where he discusses news about Pakistan and
“Islam and the west.”
— Pranai Cheroo

see MEDIA, page 2
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Coffin says increased attention draws more applicants

WORLD IN BRIEF

KING HONORED AT MEMORIAL
GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY

MEDIA
continued from page 1

Nearly 40 years after the assassination of
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., construction
began Monday on a National Mall memorial
honoring the civil rights icon.
King’s legacy brought out presidents past
and present, celebrities and a slew of supporters for the memorial’s groundbreaking
ceremony.
The King monument will be built near the
Lincoln Memorial, where in 1963 King delivered his famous “I Have a Dream” speech.
Some 43 years later, Bush said that the
new monument would stand as a testament
to the ideals King espoused on that August
day.
President Bill Clinton signed legislation in
1996 approving construction of the monument, 12 years after members of the national black fraternity Alpha Phi Alpha began
calling for a King memorial.
The $100 million memorial will feature
flowing water, stones and trees that designers say will represent themes of democracy, justice and hope. The stones will be
inscribed with text from King’s speeches.
Organizers have raised $65.5 million for
construction, mostly from corporate donors,
and completion is planned for the spring of
2008.

Sciences would shake up the admissions
process by including questions that test
prospective students’ creativity.
Thurler said in an e-mail that the university wants students, faculty, staff, parents and alumni to be proud to be associated with it.
“We also want our host communities,
public officials and the higher education
community to recognize Tufts as a leading
institution that is committed both globally and locally to making a difference in
the world,” she said.
Dean of Undergraduate Admissions
Lee Coffin said the connection between
admissions and media coverage is undeniable.

continued from page 1

While students feel that the space is
“suitable,” many believe that renovations
to the building are necessary.
“The facilities are not as nice as at my
high school,” sophomore Laura Berman
said. She also referenced Barnum’s general
lack of attractiveness and charm. “It could
definitely use a makeover.”
Biology major and sophomore Corey
Blodgett said that he personally has never
experienced any significant problems
with Barnum it its current state. “It would
be nicer to have up-to-date equipment,
but what we have now does work,” he
said.
Bernheim said that the biology department may benefit from Tufts’ upcoming
capital campaign, however, one of the
goals of which is to raise $277 million for
improvements to Tufts facilities.
A press release described this priority of
the campaign as “building and enhancing
the physical infrastructure,” which, pending amount of funds raised, will include a
new integrated research laboratory that
would combine both bioengineering and

After promising to deliver the “most honest, most open, and most ethical” government in history, Democratic Speaker-to-be
Nancy Pelosi is endorsing a pal for majority leader seen by watchdogs as among
Washington’s most corrupt politicians.
Pelosi is backing Pennsylvania Rep. John
Murtha — who led Democrats in renouncing the Iraq war — over Rep. Steny Hoyer
of Maryland.
The move infuriated reform groups,
including Citizens for Responsible Ethics in
Washington, which slammed Murtha last
summer for steering hundreds of millions
in taxpayer funds to clients of his lobbyist
brother and former staffers.
Those clients donated more than
$500,000 to Murtha in the last two elections, according to CREW, which blasted
Murtha for his “pay to play schemes.”
Murtha is legendary for getting
Democratic votes for Republican initiatives
in return for pork, Ellis said.
Hoyer had been seen as the likely leader,
but Pelosi’s endorsement seemed to be
swaying some Democrats.
Pelosi may also name an impeached federal judge, Rep. Alcee Hastings, D-Fla., to
head the Intelligence Committee.

Applicant alleges bias against Asians
BY

KATE CAROLL

The Daily Princetonian

Yale freshman Jian Li has filed a federal
civil rights complaint against Princeton
for rejecting his application for admission, claiming Princeton University discriminated against him because he is
Asian.
The complaint, which was filed with
the U.S. Department of Education’s
Office for Civil Rights on Oct. 25, alleges
that the University’s admissions procedures are biased because they advantage other minority groups, namely
blacks and Hispanics, legacy applicants
and athletes at the expense of Asian
applicants.
“We’ve been notified of the complaint
and asked to provide information to the
Office of Civil Rights, and the University
will provide the Office of Civil Rights
with the information that it has requested,” University spokeswoman Cass
Cliatt said Sunday. “But I will say that we
do not believe that the case has merit.”
The case, first reported this weekend by The Wall Street Journal, injects
new life into a longstanding debate surrounding affirmative action and whether race can or should be a factor in
college admissions. Li’s minority status

Rep. Charles Rangel, D-N.Y., tried to
make amends with Mississippi Monday for
blurting out “who the hell wants to live
there” and said he’s even willing to visit
— with a “food taster.”
“For all of you from Mississippi, I’d like
to extend my deepest apologies,” Rangel
told city leaders at a breakfast hosted by
the Association for a Better New York. “I
promise I’ll visit as soon as I find a food
taster.”
Rep. Charles Pickering, a Mississippi
Republican and loudest critic of the Rangel
insult, welcomed the visit but said a taster
isn’t necessary.
“Mississippians accept Mr. Rangel’s
apology, and we can assure him that we
are forgiving folks. He will not need a
food taster to enjoy our hospitality,” said
Pickering.
— compiled from McClatchy Newspapers
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biology, according to Vice President of
University Advancement Brian Lee.
The prospect of a new biology building
is “definitely a part of the capital campaign,” from an administrative standpoint, McIntosh said.
“It is one of our hopes to raise money
to build something for biology,” she said.
“For us to move forward we have to have
not just a space plan but a financial plan
as well.
“Whatever we do next will depend on
finances; that’s why the capital campaign
is so important,” McIntosh said.
Bernheim hopes the capital campaign
and donor support will eventually put the
department in an updated facility.
It is likely the department will be moved
to a new home in the future, he said, and
a life science component on the Medford
campus has been discussed.
“It’s just a matter of getting the right
donors,” he said.
Though no definitive projects are currently underway, Bernheim said the current cooperation that exists between the
administration and faculty is crucial to
future improvements.

OFF THE HILL | PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

NEW YORK CONGRESSMAN
APOLOGIZES TO MISSISSIPPI



Community Union) TCU Senate on the
platform of improving Tufts’ reputation
and media image.
“If you do a New York Times Web search,
you will find that Tufts University yields
approximately half the number of hits
of prominent overlaps [like] Georgetown
University and Cornell University,”
Giliberti said. “I feel like Tufts could be
doing a better job at getting its name out
there.”
Giliberti also said that school rankings
are important for motivating students.
“Nobody wants to be playing their hardest
on an unknown team,” he said.
“Positive coverage of Tufts in the news
media helps strengthen our relationships
with audiences that are important to us,”
Thurler said.

“Each feeds the other; the media spotlight on Tufts attracts new applicants, and
the increasing quality of our admission
profile begets more media attention,”
Coffin said.
Many students are pleased at the
university’s improving media profile.
“Exposure often translates to more school
pride, more endowments from alumni
and more key name speakers and professors,” sophomore Curt Campbell said.
“[An increased media profile] means
employers will know about Tufts and also
that Tufts can get more selective with its
students,” senior Kenji Kaneko said.
Freshman Chris Giliberti, however,
believes that the school could make more
substantive efforts to increase its media
exposure. Giliberti ran for the (Tufts

Bio faculty hopeful for a solution Historian gives
BARNUM
alternate view of
Asian exploration
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MAJORITY LEADER
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adds a new twist to the story, however,
since previous complaints about universities’ racial preference policies have
been filed by white students alleging
bias.
Li cites a recent study conducted by
two Princeton professors as evidence
for his case. The study, published in June
2005, concluded that removing consideration of race would have little effect
on white students, but that Asian students would fill nearly four out of every
five places in admitted classes that are
currently taken black or Hispanic students.
Current legal precedent on the question of racial preference grew out of
two lawsuits filed in 2003 against the
University of Michigan. In those cases,
the Supreme Court ruled that colleges
could use racial preferences benefiting underrepresented groups like blacks
and Hispanics, but that quotas, points
and other “mechanistic” policies are
unconstitutional.
In Li’s case, however, “you have a
minority candidate, but a minority
candidate from a category that is not
regarded by the [court] as an underrepresented category,” University politics professor and noted constitutional
scholar Robert George said.

Thursday

SUBRAHMANYAM
continued from page 1

of] pepper, because the Spice Route was
not discovered until after the period of
time we are dealing with,” Subrahmanyam
said.
Subrahmanyam spoke of international
rivalries within Europe and within Asia
during that period, in addition to those
between European and Asian civilizations.
Of the Portuguese, Subrahmanyam said,
“their main rivals were the Venetians.” At
the same time, however, Portugal was
engaged in a war with the Mamluks of
Egypt.
“There’s an enormous amount of instability; the situation is incredibly disturbed,”
he said.
Tufts Professor of History Felipe
Fernandez-Armesto organized the seminar series of which this speech was a
part. The series is “part of the new dynamism of exciting initiatives that Tufts is
launching in exploiting the genius of its
history department which is globalism,”
Fernandez-Armesto said. “We’re launching a global history Ph.D. program which
is going to be the most attractive and
promising in the country and therefore the
world.”
Subrahmanyam is “one of the most
complex, diverse historians,” according to
audience member Mana Kia, a Harvard
graduate student; still, the atmosphere was
familiar and relaxed despite the speech’s
sophisticated nature, as audience members freely interjected with contributions
or questions.
“Getting here from Harvard is a trek,
but it’s worth it,” Kia said. “[Tufts’] global
history lecture [series is] superior in many
ways to what is available even at Harvard
and MIT.”
After Subrahmanyam finished his
speech, he answered questions from
audience members for over an hour. The
friendly atmosphere, promoted by the
high ratio of professors to students, led to
a stimulating back-and-forth during the
question section.
Boston College professor David
Northrup introduced Subrahmanyam by
saying, “I am afraid his reputation precedes him.”
Subrahmanyam is the author of numerous history books, Joint Managing Editor
of the Indian Economic and Social History
Review, and former Chair in Indian History
and Culture at the University of Oxford in
England.

Friday

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Yesterday’s close

Today
Tuesday, November 14
Rain
Sunrise: 6:34 AM
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Showers with a chance of thunderstorms in the morning... then
a chance of showers in the afternoon. Highs in the upper 50s.
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“My only question for
you is the lack of respect
for yourself ... how you
manage to keep warm
in fishnets and not eat
pavement in your ridiculous stilettos.”
Stephanie Brown
sophomore
see page 11
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Is Tufts going ‘Beyond Boundaries’ responsibly?

TIANYAO KELLY | THE TAO OF SEX

Activist group is concerned over guidelines for socially conscious investing
BY

LUKE BURNS

Daily Staff Writer

Tufts prides itself on being a socially conscious university whose students care deeply about global issues. Recently, however, an
activist group has questioned whether or
not Tufts practices what it preaches when
it comes to how the university invests the
money in its endowment fund.
That group is the Sudan Divestment Task
Force (SDTF), whose Web site states that it is
calling on institutions such as Tufts to divest
themselves of companies that do business
with the Sudanese government.
The companies targeted by this campaign are ones who both “contribute to
government revenue” and “impart minimal
benefit to the country’s underprivileged.”
The SDTF hopes that universities will use
their financial power to prevent companies
from supporting the Sudanese government,
in the hopes of alleviating the problem of
the country’s ongoing conflicts.
This question has taken on additional
importance now that Tufts has kicked off
its “Beyond Boundaries” fundraising campaign, which means that the university
will have more money to invest than ever
before.
According to the campaign Web site,
the university already had an endowment
worth $1.2 billion as of June 30. With the
start of this new, intensive fundraising initiative, Tufts is on its way to raising another
$1.2 billion, 60 percent of which would go
into the endowment fund.
In May of this year, Tufts Director of Public
Relations for Medford and Somerville Kim
Thurler told the Daily that Tufts has no
direct investments in the Sudan. To this, she
added, “We reviewed our direct investment
holdings some time ago and determined
that we didn’t have investments in Sudan,
and we do not plan to make such investments in the future.”
Thurler said that the money that cur-

Fundamentals: things to
know before games begin

W

assumption that every-

able discussing even the stickiest and most
uncomfortable topics. It’s like when an avid
football fan tries to describe the excitement
of Monday Night Football to a non-EnglishCOURTESY TUFTS FINANCE DIVISION

rently makes up the endowment was largely
donated by private individuals who have
some connection to Tufts. “Nearly twothirds of contributions come from individuals including alumni, parents, students and
friends of Tufts,” Thurler said. She added
that “corporate and foundation grants generally make up the remaining one-third.”
Thurler’s statements, however, do not
eliminate the possibility that indirect investments in companies whose business practices have been called into question exist.
“As a matter of policy, Tufts doesn’t talk
about specific endowment investments,”
she said.
The university only provides basic information about its investments: “We do talk
about asset classes in which the university
invests,” Thurler said. According to information from Tufts’ Finance Division Web site,

endowment funds are currently being managed “to maximize endowed resources.”
According to a pie chart found on the Web
site, 45 percent of the endowment is invested in global equity, 15 percent in absolute
return, ten percent in private equity, ten
percent in core fixed income, seven percent
in real estate, five percent in TIPS/commodities, five percent in high yield investments,
and three percent in timber.
The Web site states that the purpose of
these endowment funds is “to support the
long-term welfare of the university.”
Income is generated through the investment of endowment funds, a process which
is overseen by Tufts’ Investment Committee,
a division of the Administration and Finance
Committee. According to its Web site, it is
see ENDOWMENT, page 4

This Jumbo’s research has a global application
MARTIN BOURQUI

Contributing Writer

Senior Kim Nguyen describes herself as a
“hometown girl,” but her research and travels over the past year prove otherwise. This
Jumbo from Dracut, Mass., is best known by
her friends, acquaintances and professors as
the treasurer of her sorority, Alpha Omicron
Pi and as a member of the women’s intramural hockey team.
But Nguyen, who is double majoring
in electrical and biomedical engineering,
has also proven her skills as an academic.
Since the summer of 2005, which followed
her sophomore year, Nguyen has been
working in the High Frequency Materials
Measurement and Information Center, run
by the Department of Electrical Engineering.
In September, she presented research she
had conducted during the past year at
an international science conference in
Shanghai, China.
At the conference, Nguyen presented two
of her own papers to an international audience of scientists. Her research examined
certain properties of various types of household items and containers and attempted to
gather information that may one day help
authorities distinguish between dangerous
and innocuous belongings.
“I also presented three papers on behalf of
my colleagues,” she added.
“We want to develop something we can
use in, say, the postal system, or the airport,
where we can just scan through your suitcase
and immediately identify if that powder you
have is foot powder or anthrax,” she said.
When asked about how the experience
first took shape, Nguyen laughed, calling her
research “kind of something that I just fell
into.” Her advisor approached her in May
2005 with the opportunity, and she gladly
accepted the offer.

I kind of began with the

one knew all about sex and was comfort-

IN OUR MIDST

BY

hen I started this column,

COURTESY KIM NGUYEN

While in Shanghai to give a presentation at an international science conference, senior Kim
Nguyen made time to visit Century Park, pictured here.
Since then, she has been working along
with professors, graduate students and other
undergraduates on numerous research projects.
“None of it’s for class; none of it’s for my
major,” she said. “It’s just the kind of thing
where I didn’t get an internship this summer,
and then my advisor was like ‘Oh, we need
some people to work in my lab,’ and I was
like, ‘That’s cool; I’ll come.’”
Nguyen’s research includes tasks such
as measuring properties of household sub-

stances commonly mistaken for anthrax and
working with different types of rubber, fabrics
and glass that may disperse radar signals.
“Every fabric has its own unique set [of
properties],” Nguyen said, casually listing
such characteristics as absorption coefficient,
refractive index and loss tangent. While these
may be foreign concepts to most students,
they are everyday words for Nguyen.
The complexity of Nguyen’s research isn’t
see NGUYEN, page 4

speaking European soccer fan.
I apologize. I shouldn’t have overlooked
the fundamentals because the rules of safe
sex, both physically and emotionally, are the
most important information to know before
you join in the fun and games. This column
is part one in a series of fundamentals to
know.
Most importantly, you must be mentally
ready and emotionally secure about your
decision to have sex. Of course, if you’re
about to have sex for the first time, it’s a big
decision — bigger than you may think.
The first time can and probably will be
awkward as hell. You’re extremely lucky if
you saw fireworks and all your dreams come
true right before your naked body (hopefully
without socks). No matter how many times
you’ve heard this, the last thing you want
this experience to be is one that you regret.
Even if you’re a seasoned pro, being selective about your bedroom buddies is still
important. Sure, drunken one-night-stands
are tempting fun, but what about STDs,
pregnancy and emotions?
There’s always a risk, and the risk is tenfold if you don’t even know your partner’s
last name. So be sure that you’re ready,
that the un-intoxicated you would make the
same decision, and understand whether or
not sex equals love or a relationship — or
even a crush.
Even if you’ve got all your emotions in
place and your mind is clear and ready,
there’s only one more thing to remember:
no glove, no love. Ok, it’s a little more complicated than that.
You should definitely (NOT probably) get
tested regularly if you are sexually active. It’s
recommended that girls 18 and older should
go for regular gyno exams anyways, so it’s
not like your parents will automatically freak
out and assume you’re a skanky ho.
And, of course, your doctor will be professional and confidential about everything
you tell him or her. And it’s not a good idea
to lie to the doc about your sex life, because,
lets face it, they’re staring at vaginas all day.
They’ll know.
STDs are scary. I actually looked up pictures of STDs, and I think I puked a little
in my mouth and wanted to cry and never
touch another boy again in my life. Getting
pregnant before you want to would suck,
because it will follow you for the rest of your
life, but so can an STD. The only way to
protect yourself when having sex is to use a
condom.
Remember, there are rules to condom
usage. Do keep extras around your room,
close to the bed. Do keep some in the car.
Do keep some on you (even if you’re the one
without the penis). Don’t keep it in your wallet or back pocket. Your tush sitting on it will
make it warmer than room temperature,
and that’s bad.
Also, when you put it on, make sure you’ve
got it so the inside is the side that’s touching
see TAO OF SEX, page 4
Tianyao Kelly is a freshman who has not
yet declared a major.
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his penis. If it’s lubed, the lube should be felt
more on the outside. This way, you can roll
it down; it won’t unroll the other way — and
it’s super-awkward to realize it’s going the
wrong way if it’s already halfway there. Be
sure to hold the tip of the condom while
you’re pulling it down so you leave room for
the sperm that comes out.
Also (this is key), after the man ejaculates,
be sure to take the condom off right away. I
know you might want a second to cool down
or cuddle, but do that after the condom is
gone. If the penis goes soft while it’s in the
condom, sperm may leak out — and that
would defeat the whole purpose.
For birth control, I strongly recommend
the pill, patch, shot or ring. Yes, it costs
money, but an unplanned kid will cost
much more. The pill seems to be the easiest
and most common choice in college. You
can choose one with very low or no estrogen
and little to no side effects. If you’re worried
about gaining weight, you can find a pill that
doesn’t cause weight gain. Usually, the lower
the estrogen in the pill, the less severe the
side effects, and they usually go away after
one or two packs.
Important things to remember while taking the pill: Don’t smoke, because it will
raise your chances of getting blood clots,
and remember to take it at the same time
everyday. As the Planned Parenthood Web
site says, only with “perfect use” will you
have a 99 percent or higher rate of effectiveness. Don’t worry, though: You do have a
couple hours of give-or-take time. And there
are now cute pill cases with alarms that will
remind you every day at the same time to
take it.
Remember to be safe from STDs and
unwanted pregnancies. Sex can be fun, but
not if you have to to worry about diseases
and unwanted mini-versions of you running around. (God knows we don’t need
any more.) So if you’ve got the basic rules
of engagement straight, then sit back, relax
and enjoy the games.

responsible for the “investment, reinvestment and management of all investment
assets.” Chief Investment Officer Sally
Dungan declined to be interviewed about
the workings of this group.
Sophomore Mary Langan, one of the 188
students at press time who had signed a
petition calling for Tufts to divest itself of
companies connected to the Sudanese government, feels that Tufts should be more
open about its investments. “Tufts has a
corporate and social responsibility to be
responsible with where it invests, and by not
being more forthright with where it invests
its money, it’s really letting the university

and students down,” Langan said.
Another possible concern is the lack of
guidelines in place designed to prevent the
Investment Committee from making such
investments. “Tufts does not have a policy on
socially responsible investing,” Thurler said.
Despite the lack of transparency about
the workings of the Investment Committee,
there are some initiatives that clearly benefit
the global community as well as Tufts.
One such program is the Omidyar-Tufts
Microfinance Fund, which resulted from a
$100 million endowment gift from Pierre
and Pam Omidyar. The Omidyar-Tufts
Microfinance Fund describes microfinance
as a way to help impoverished people by
offering them loans that are relatively small

compared to other types of loans.
The income from the Omidyar fund will
also support a number of socially conscious
programs at Tufts, as well as the continuation of the microfinancing initiative itself.
According to the fund’s Web site, “Fifty percent of earnings from the fund will be reinvested in the original pool for additional
microfinance programs. The remaining 50
percent of income will advance important
Tufts programs, such as support for faculty,
financial aid, debt forgiveness for graduates pursuing careers in public service and
scholarships to enable economically disadvantaged students to attend classes during
summer session.”

Nguyen’s visit to China was a business and life experience
NGUYEN
continued from page 3

the only unique aspect of her work, however.
Another surprising element is its budget: the
Department of Defense funds much of the
research.
“Eighty to 90 percent of the jobs for
mechanical, chemical, electrical and computer engineers ... will be defense contracting,” she said. Most of this research, she
explained, directly corresponds to the government’s war on terror. As a result, Nguyen
acknowledged, politics have often come into
play throughout the course of her research.
“Some of the engineers I’m in class with ...
have issues. They have concerns with it, and I
guess that’s something that sort of gets sorted
out along the way,” Nguyen said.
But for Nguyen, the work is a positive contribution: “What I do could help defend the
people who are defending us,” she said.
Nguyen said that she was both excited
and scared when she first learned of the trip
to Shanghai. “I was terrified. I was dead-drop
terrified. I’d never traveled by myself,” she
said, laughing. “Thank God I had a family friend pick me up and drop me off at the
airport — if it wasn’t for her, I’d still be at that
airport.”

Asian American Jeopardy!
th

Nguyen’s colleagues, mostly graduate students, had stories from previous conferences,
which at times made the anticipation even
more intense. When talking about a conference some of them had attended last year in
Virginia, “they told me that the only person
their age there was, like, 34,” she said.
Despite these fears, the trip was a complete success.
“It’s weird to fill out on the little form
when you’re going in [to the country]: ‘Are
you going here for business or pleasure?’
Business? Especially at my age, to be doing
anything for business at my age is weird,” she
said.
But Nguyen wasn’t the youngest person at
the conference.
“I get there, and there were a lot of people
volunteering from the nearby universities, so
there were a lot of people my age there,” she
said.
But Nguyen, who is half Chinese and half
Vietnamese, did encounter language barriers.
“It was just strange, because everybody
thought I spoke Chinese, which I don’t,” she
said. Fortunately for her, the conference was
run in English.
Nguyen said her presentation, which was

well-received at the conference, was the main
highlight of her trip. Still, her visit to China
wasn’t entirely about business.
“It was an amazing experience; I’m so sad
I’m not there right now,” she said. “There’s
so much to see, and I didn’t see half the stuff
there.”
What she did see, however, included
diverse sights such as the iconic Oriental Pearl
Tower, the Shanghai Science and Technology
Museum and the longest underwater tunnel
in the world.
“It was wonderful; I have pictures,” said
Nguyen.
Now back at Tufts, Nguyen still has other
ambitious goals on her to-do list. Among
these are finishing her senior design project,
which is attempting to apply her microwave
electrical engineering research to something
that may be able to detect skin cancer.
Nguyen also plans to attend graduate
school after she matriculates to obtain a
Ph.D. in biomedical engineering.
As for her experience in China, she still has
fond memories — and photographs.
“Everyone’s been really supportive,” she
said, “I’ve tried to stay grounded through it.
Everyone’s been making a bigger deal about
it, which was really sweet.”

LOOKING FOR A CLASS?

Wednesday, November 15 at 7pm in Hotung

SPRING 2007 Drama and Dance

Test Your Knowledge!
Drinks - $100
After Brazil, Vietnam is the world’s second largest
exporter of this

Biz Asia - $400
Topping the “Asian Rich List” is Lakshmi Mittal who owns the
world’s largest company of this product

Asian American History -$1000
This 1988 act, signed by Reagan, awarded a national apology and
monetary compensation to surviving Japanese Americans affected
by Roosevelt’s Wartime order

Countries - $300
Once known as the “Kingdom of the Million Elephants, this is the
only landlocked Southeast Asian country

Sports - $600
UCLA grad Brandon Chillar became the first Indian American to
be signed in this sport

ANSWERS – coffee; steel; Civil Liberties Act; Laos; pro football

Course Offerings
DRAMA COURSE OFFERINGS
________________________________________________________________________
DRAMA 04 (1.0) MODERN DRAMA, M/W 10:30-11:45
DRAMA 10 (1.0) ACTING 1: INTRODUCTION TO ACTING
FIVE SECTIONS AVAILABLE
DRAMA 12 (1.0) ACTING II, T/Th 9:30-11:45 (Consent)
DRAMA 17 (1.0) THEATER TECHNOOLOGY, T/Th 10:00-11:45
DRAMA 21 (1.0) 3D DESIGN (ON-LINE)
DRAMA 25 (1.0) STAGE MANAGEMENT, T/TH NOON-1:15
DRAMA 27(1.0) PUBLICE SPEAKING (2 SECTIONS, M/W 1:30-2:45/3:00-4:15
DRAMA 46 (1.0) INTERNATIONAL WOMEN FILM DIRECTORS, Th 11:50-2:20
DRAMA 49/149 (1.0) ASIAN AMERICAN STAGE & SCREEN T/Th 10:30-11:45
DRAMA 57 BERTOLT BRECHT, T/Th 4:30-5:45
DRAMA 100 ACTING 111, Th 1:20-4:20 (DR 10 or 12, studio dance course, and consent)
DRAMA 112 (1.0) ADVANCED ACTING WORKSHOP: STAGE COMBAT, M/W 4-6:15 (Dr 10 or consent)
DRAMA 118 (1.0) ADVANCED LIGHTING, T 1:20-4:20 (required deparment production work)

DRAMA 125 (1.0) SCENE DESIGN, W 1:20-4:20
DRAMA 138 (1.0) THEATRE & SOCIETY II, T/Th 10:30-11:45
DRAMA 156 (1.0) DIRECTING II, W 10:30-11:45, F 10:30-1:05 (DR 155 and DR 10 or 12)
DRAMA 178 (1.0) SCREENWRITING II, Th 9:10-11:40, (DR 77 & Permission)
DRAMA 194-01 (1.0) SOUND DESIGN, M/ W, 1:30-2:45

DANCE COURSE OFFERINGS
________________________________________________________________________
DANCE 51-01(1.0) & DRAMA 51-02 (0.5) DANCE MOV’T & CREATIVE PROCESS, T/Th 10:30-11:45
DANCE 53-01 (1.5) BEGINNING MODERN DANCE, M/W 3:00-4:15
DANCE 56-01 (0.5) INTERMEDIATE BALLET, T/Th NOON-1:15
DANCE 57 (0.5) ADVANCE DANCE TECHNIQUE, T/Th 3:00-4:15
DANCE 62 (0.5) WEST AFRICAN DAGOMBE, T/Th 1:30-2:45
DANCE 70 (1.0) VIEWING AFRICAN AMERICAN DANCE, M/W 10:30-11:45
DANCE 92-01 (0.5) DANCE IN THE COMMUNITY, M/W 1:30-2:45 & arranged
DANCE 92-02 (0.5) AFRICAN INSPIRATIONS: DNC COLLABORATIVE, M/W 4:30-5:45
DANCE 117 -01 (1.0) STUDIES IN DANCE COMPOSITION, T/Th 4:30-5:45

Tufts UniversityDepartment of Drama and DancePhone: 617.627.3524Web Site: www.ase.tufts.edu/drama-dance
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GALLERY REVIEW

Boston Gallery makes intimate setting for Avery’s seascapes
BY

TREY KIRK

Contributing Writer

Everywhere in America, one sees the
same Main Street, same Sears, same
Coca-Cola, same chain drugstore, same

Milton Avery and the Sea
At the Alpha Gallery, through Nov. 29
38 Newbury Street
(617) 536-4465
fried shrimp and the same local museum reflecting in a lesser way the same
big museum. Instead of venturing to the
“big museums” this November for whatever universal art they are highlighting,
search for a more intimate American
vision “’bury”ed closer than you think.
A group of important and rarely seen
paintings and works on paper by the
American master Milton Avery will be
on display Nov. 4 through 29 at the
Alpha Gallery on Newbury Street in
Boston. The exhibition, “Milton Avery
and the Sea,” presents the domesticity
of the artist’s day-to-day life: his family,
their vacations at the beach, and a variety of seascapes.
Avery distills the subject’s essence
into compositions of abstract forms,
color and pattern, without subverting
the representation. In “Coney Island”
(1931), Avery chooses lambent golden tones, earthen hues and dampened
greens, creating an embracing background which hugs the outline of the
figures, clad in inorganic store-bought
clothing.
The colors are subjectively chosen and
distributed, with little concern for perspective, but retain a relative closeness
to reality. It is difficult to categorize the
work as abstract, since it is so accessible.
Avery’s style embraces both awkward-

ALPHA GALLERY

With its colors and indeterminate forms, “Bathers” (1930) reflects the influence Henri
Matisse had on Milton Avery’s work.
ness and a deliberate lack of finish combined with humor and a love of nature.
In much the same way as a vacation
manufactures an album of photos, each
seascape or beach scene contributes a
fraction to the total Avery experience.
Other people’s art would simply confuse,
and belong in a separate album.
The artist’s roots lie in the conjunction of American Regionalism, European
Impressionism and the simplified shapes
of Henri Matisse. Avery bridges late 19th
century Folk Art with Modernism’s concern for light and the transitory. This is
where the Alpha Gallery is essential in
isolating Avery, since his work placed
against the Impressionists’ will appear

differently than his work placed against
the Folk.
Avery’s paintings create a new kind
of environment, a radiant primitivism,
obscured by innovative geometries
and color relationships. It is a uniquely
“impressed-and-folk” oeuvre, not limited to either/or, and not imitated by
any other American painter.
The structure of Avery’s painting concerns itself with the material of everyday life, for which he invented his own
expressive and stylistic alphabet. The
artist honed in and selected specific
parts of a scene to emphasize — a
shape, a piece of clothing, a certain network of colors — as though it were to be

Behind the scenes of what goes on the air waves
BY

TEDDY MINCH

Contributing Writer

“It’s like waking up with
Bruce Springsteen in bed with
me,” I think to myself as I make
a petty attempt to get out of
bed and slap the “Off” button
of my iHome all in one fluid
motion, “…except less awkward and less creepy.” After the
first miss, I manage to finally
silence “Devils & Dust” and
open my door to trek down to
the bathroom; it occurs to me
that throwing some cold water
on my face might help me overcome the fact that it is 4:45 in
the morning.
I am faced with a major
decision: The bed is still warm
enough, and I am still asleep
enough to turn around, conk
out for a few more minutes and
then book it down to Curtis
Hall, or I could continue into
the light — the obnoxiously
bright light.
I decide to force myself down
the hallway, past the lone shining light in an otherwise dark
hall; the motion sensors are
asleep just like everyone else. I
throw on some random clothes,
which is, of course, the beauty
of the situation (no one actually has to see you), go down
the stairs, out into the cold
darkness, and through puffs of
my own breath lingering in the
air.
The small woman behind the
counter knows me. Just walk
into the Dunkin’ Donuts on
Boston Ave. and ask her about
a guy in a black North Face

taken home, stored on the canvas and
commodified as a souvenir.
Avery is attempting to recreate a
felt state through cropped forms and
subjective colors. The way the subject
bends, her mannerism, may be more
indicative of the felt state than how real
the water looks or how blue the sky is.
And maybe next time, it is the curve of
the sail, the exact radius, which stores
the memory, leaving no reason to play
up the surrounding water and otherlands. Either way, Avery deals with real
places in time, real feelings. He selects
from certain environments the pieces
that should be emphasized.
At the start, his work was considered radical for being so abstract; when
Abstract Expressionism became dominant, his work was overlooked, being
too representational. The authorities have since rewritten his history as
having heavily impacted the Abstract
Expressionists, yet he embraced Folk,
revised Impressionism, birthed Color
Field painting, demolished linear perspective, and championed the everyday
life.
Avery killed the Realist, yet ventured
into their style more than they did. He
befriended major artists, yet was quiet
and had no friends. He loved Matisse
and hated him, but has been called the
American version. He was revered by
artists like Mark Rothko, loved Picasso
— but Matisse more — and then died
during the Civil Rights movement.
A sustaining joy is embedded in the
works of Milton Avery; they are heartening and beautiful. The seascapes
which Alpha presents have a nostalgic
New England reticence, a time before
the town adopted the dialects of “The
Departed.” But for the delicate and sensitive human in us all, Avery prescribed
a loyalty to nature and beauty, a refined
aesthetic intelligence. He can make you
feel six or 80, but nothing in between.

MOVIE REVIEW

‘Harsh Times’ offers a timeless
flick with classically bad acting
BY

KRISTIN GORMAN

Daily Editorial Board

David Ayer’s newest film,
“Harsh Times,” provides the
perfect setting for a film certain

Harsh Times
Starring Christian Bale,
Freddy Rodriguez, Eva
Longoria
Directed by David Ayer

COURTESY TEDDY MINCH

WMFO DJ Teddy Minch looks way too happy for 4:45 a.m.
who comes in every Wednesday
morning: She’ll give you all the
information you want. We have
an intimate relationship; if you
want my bank account number, social security number,
or if you’re just curious what
the hell I’m doing there every
Wednesday, ask her. She’ll be
more than willing to oblige: I
order a large hot chocolate and
ask for three cups for my guests
on the radio show every week.
“Oh, I get it now,” you’re
probably saying to yourself,
“he has a radio show. Cool.
Wait, we have a radio station?”
My name is Teddy Minch,
and I am the host of “Wake Up
Call,” a news and sports talk
show that airs every Wednesday

morning from 6 to 8 a.m. on
WMFO Medford, Tufts Radio
91.5 FM. Although the previously mentioned weekly routine seems more like that of a
lunatic/chocolate addict than
that of a college freshman, this
is life for the first morning DJ.
WMFO does not run 24
hours a day, so there are periods of time when the frequency
is non-functioning. That said,
it is my responsibility to get
there before my show, power
up the broadcasting unit (with
a few button pushes while listening to the instructions of a
robot’s soothing voice on the
telephone) and make sure that
see WMFO, page 7

to reaffirm anyone’s masculinity: Blood, guts and guns line the
L.A. underworld, luring ex-Army
Ranger, Jim Davis (played by
Christian Bale) into its unrelenting grasp. Unfortunately, the plotline boiling over with testosterone
might be somewhat engaging if
the acting wasn’t so poor, making
every character seem like a ploy
and every emotion or experience
feel forced.
Jim Davis, a product of the U.S.
Army, attempts to assimilate back
into Los Angeles society, ironically through applying to join the
LAPD. However, after his rejection from the program, Davis
finds himself out on the streets
immersed in the ever-so-familiar
whirlwind of drugs, alcohol and
violence, dragging his best friend,
Mike Alonzo (Freddy Rodriguez),
along for the ride.
Mike only has one positive
influence in his life: his girlfriend
Sylvia (Eva Longoria). In a grand

moment of good judgment, Mike
decides that instead of looking
for a job to salvage his relationship — not to mention his dignity
— he’ll drive around town with
his buddy Jim risking not only a
criminal record, but also his life.
“Harsh Times”’s “macho” film
status wavers only through its
portrayal of women throughout
the film. Jim is involved with a
woman in Mexico, and his desire
to marry her and bring her back
to the States fuels his drive to get a
stable job in order for INS to allow
him to carry out his plans. On his
way to finally achieving a better
life for himself, he is tripped up
by the temptations of his violent
past, careening into a life that will
only lead to further destruction.
Sylvia also is Mike’s only stable
force and encourages him to pursue a career and make a life for
himself. Instead, she watches as
his best friend, whom she despises, strips him of his positive, sensitive qualities and instead creates
an irresponsible idiot, his “boy.”
One of the worst aspects of the
film is the forced “macho” quality of the male interactions. All
the booze, drugs, sex and vulgarity are over-the-top and the
friendship between Jim and Mike,
the focus of the film, therefore
appears insincere. This renders
the general basis of the plotline
disengaging and laughable.
Jim Davis is a character you
hate to hate. As an ex-soldier, his
see HARSH TIMES, page 7
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Early bird gets the worm and overwhelming sense of satisfaction at WMFO
WMFO
continued from page 5

everything is in its place.
Part two of that job description is
always interesting, as it usually consists of cleaning up any and all, um,
beverages from the night before and
untangling the headphones and making
sure that sound comes out of the right
speakers. Sure, it sounds easy, but when
microphone one has its output blaring through microphone three’s headphones and it’s 5:30 a.m., it’s rigorous
exercise.
After having trekked through the dark,
untangled the wires, disposed of a wide
array of general trash, and powered up
the broadcaster, I have about five or six
minutes left to find my news stories on
MSNBC and CNN before go-time.

My experience in radio, now
going on four years, has led
me to the conclusion that
actually ‘doing’ a radio show
is the easiest part of the
whole thing.
My experience in radio, now going on
four years, has led me to the conclusion
that actually “doing” a radio show is the
easiest part of the whole thing.
The tough part of the show comes
when I’m off-mic, when I’m waiting
for one of my guests who is running a
tad late, and I know the song playing is
ending in 40 seconds. It’s when I get a
caller asking for someone named “Josh
Hermanson,” inquiring as to why he
hasn’t gotten his watch back yet. It’s
having a toilet overflow and spill all
over the studio right as you’re about
to go back on the air, or laying out the
show plan earlier in the week and knowing on Friday that what you’re going to
have on Wednesday is worse then the
Journey tribute performed by *NSYNC.
In essence, what makes radio fun

COURTESY TEDDY MINCH

“Look, my show is at 6 a.m., OK? I’m not addicted, or anything, I swear. I just need it.”
and totally spontaneous is not so much
what’s going on while the red “ON AIR”
sign is lit, but rather, all the random,
unplanned, holy-crap-I-can’t-believethat-just-happened-right-now!? sort of
things that make having a radio show
comical and enjoyable.
There’s something religious about
walking down Boston Ave. along the

centerline with a cup of Dunkin’ Donuts
hot chocolate in your hand without
having to worry about any cars coming from either direction. It’s before
dawn; there’s absolutely no hint that
the sun will rise any time soon. To walk
through the darkness and do your show
as the sun rises into the pink sky over
the autumn-colored hills makes me feel

alive and well early in the morning.
Once the show is over, and I am walking down the creaky stairs, past the
tired-looking students crowding Brown
and Brew, and out onto the sidewalk, I
feel a sense of accomplishment, a sort
of invigoration.
“Boy,” I think to myself, “I can’t wait
to do that again.”

All the booze, drugs and sex in the world can’t make this boy’s tale sincere
HARSH TIMES
continued from page 5

violent psychology is understandable, and his heartening interactions with Mike are reminiscent of
a deep but almost boyish friendship. However, despite his attempts
at positive change, his anger is
unavoidable, and his psychotic tendencies are undeniable. It seems
that the character could be much
stronger if portrayed by a different
actor.

Jim Davis is a character you hate to hate.
As an ex-soldier, his
violent psychology
seems understandable
and his heartening
interactions with Mike
are reminiscent of a
deep but almost boyish
friendship.
Christian Bale, although improving toward the climax at the end,
frankly fails to deliver a believable
tough, lewd, hard-hearted gangster. His interactions with the individuals surrounding him appear
forced. While he is portrayed to be
the outsider in the Chicano society,
his discomfort in the role is far from
intentional. At least in the last half
hour of the film, Bale successfully
delivers a disturbing performance,
exposing the ex-Ranger’s humanity
through the lead-up to his breaking
point.
Freddy Rodriguez, known from

MGM

“Are you calling me a liar? Because if you are, you know, I’ll kill you.”
his role as Federico Diaz in “Six
Feet Under,” on the other hand,
provides a solid performance. In
the end, the film turns out to be
more a story of Mike’s experience
and relationship with Jim rather
than the other way around, so one
would think that a strong performance from Rodriguez would be
able to carry the film. However,

the film, centered on the friendship
and Bale’s participation, prevented
a certain measure of believability.
“Harsh Times” definitely fits in
with writer/director David Ayer’s
past films. He has got the masculine
film genre covered, writing about
everything from the submarines in
“U-571” (2000) to cops in “Training
Day” (2001). Concerning the film’s

direction, “Harsh Times” is decent.
Flashbacks from Davis’s military
past are woven into the storyline,
contributing to a very visual downfall of the main character.
From a writing perspective, it is
hard to tell whether Bale delivered
the lines poorly or if they were just
poorly written. However, the emotional plot is engaging and seems

to come from a genuine understanding of the circumstances in
play.
Through plot and circumstance,
“Harsh Times” seems like it could
have potential, but unfortunately,
Bale’s poor performance and the
film’s overly masculine, macho feel
make Ayer’s newest endeavor less
than appealing.
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Simon reaches pinnacle of storied
career with Mark Twain Prize win
BY

LUAINE LEE

McClatchy Tribune

Writer Neil Simon has always made us
laugh right where we live. Simon’s plays
and movies like “The Odd Couple,” “The
Goodbye Girl,” “Biloxi Blues,” “Lost in
Yonkers,” are not only funny, they are
familiar. They’re populated with people we
know, and most of all, with Simon himself.
Though he’s already won the Pulitzer
and three Tony Awards, Simon will be
the recipient of the Mark Twain Prize for
American Humor, celebrated in a 90-minute special Nov. 20 on PBS (check local
listings).
Simon, the Bronx boy with the quiet
demeanor, takes that sort of attention in
stride.
The secret to his work is his dissatisfaction with it. When he was the lone writer on
a Jerry Lewis comedy show, the performer
was amazed by Simon’s self-effacing flexibility. “You’re the first writer I ever worked
with who wanted to cut,” Lewis told him.
“I said, `Why not? If it’s not going to
work, take it out,’“ says Simon seated at
a conference table in a remote meeting
room in a hotel here.
He did 25 complete rewrites on his first
play, “Come Blow Your Horn,” and it took
him three years to complete. “I just didn’t
have any time to do anything else. I did
a rewrite every day. It started with little
minor things but then I started getting
very particular about everything so I would
rewrite everything, every line, just so I
could make it different. But it kept getting
better, I thought, then when it got on stage
and saw what the actors were doing I’d say,
`Wait!’ And I’d make changes there and
give it to them on the spot.’“
Though 20 producers turned down
the play, it was eventually produced in
summer stock and sped from there to
Broadway, where it hit big.
“And I said to myself, ‘It took me three
years to write this so maybe I’ll write four
plays in my life.’ But then I started turning

them out almost every year,” says Simon,
with a grin.
While some of his plays explore other
people, most of them are autobiographical.
The trilogy (“Brighton Beach Memoirs,”
“Biloxi Blues,” “Broadway Bound”) is
about the coming-of-age of Eugene Morris
Jerome, Simon’s other self.
“Some are closely autobiographical and
some are not,” he shrugs. “I lose track of
what is and what isn’t. I just write about
what I think I know about. Sometimes it
turns out to be my family but as they went
on, it became less specific. I try to get away
from that, but I guess it always remains
with you because your attitude toward
life is pretty much the same unless you’re
going to write from another point of view.
It’s hard for me to get into that other point
of view of other people.”
When Simon’s first wife, Joan Baim, died
of cancer, Simon turned that loss into the
lauded play, “Chapter Two.” “The worst
time in my life was my first wife dying,” he
says. “And the next play I wrote was about
her, about Joan. She didn’t really know
about the playwriting. She wouldn’t say
anything but once in a while she would
just say something that was important to
me, like saying, `Don’t rush the ending.’
She didn’t have to say anything more than
that. I knew what she meant. I wrote that
play about her and it was pretty much
what happened.”
It’s no doubt that work has dominated
his life, but his kidney transplant two years
ago changed that. “I came through that
very well and healthy. And had a close
friend give me his kidney.
“It was my publicist,” he says smiling
slightly. “I know where he is if I need
another one ... I think about my life a
little differently and I don’t work as much,
I don’t think. Maybe I do, you can ask my
wife. It did change me physically because
whatever goes on in the system, I’m living
with some other guy’s kidney. I don’t hear
from it so it seems to be all right. But I’m
healthy now and happy now.”

COURTESY PBS

Though he’s already won the Pulitzer and three Tony Awards, Simon will be the recipient of the
Mark Twain Prize for American Humor, celebrated in a 90-minute special Nov. 20 on PBS.
Simon is married to his fourth wife,
former performer Elaine Joyce. He has two
daughters by his first wife and an adopted
daughter from his third marriage.
Simon says he never runs out of ideas.
“I just run out of GOOD ideas. So I may

write them and you’ve got about half a play
that’s not going anywhere. That’s all right. I
can do that. I can work very hard on something and maybe into 60 pages I’ll say, ‘I
don’t like this,’ and go on to something
else. I do that often.”

100 Projects for Peace
Receive $10,000 in funding for your summer peace project!!
(Seniors are eligible to apply)
Students from the 76 American colleges and universities in the Davis United World College
Scholars Program are invited to design grassroots projects that they will implement during
the summer of 2007. The most promising 100 projects will be funded at $10,000 each!

Come learn more about proposal development for the 100 Projects for
Peace on Friday, November 17th in Eaton 102.
For more information: http://ase.tufts.edu/pjs/
Or email the Peace and Justice Studies Program at pjs@tufts.edu

10

THE TUFTS DAILY

THE TUFTS DAILY

Tuesday, November 14, 2006

OFF THE HILL | UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND

KATHRINE J. SCHMIDT

Spelling out nonsense

Editor-in-Chief

EDITORIAL

Kelly Rizzetta
Andrew Silver

EDITORIAL | LETTERS

Managing Editors

Samantha Goldman Editorial Page Editors
Jacob Maccoby
Mark Pesavento
Grant Reid
Zofia Sztykowski Executive News Editor
James Bologna News Editors
David Pomerantz
Marc Raifman
Robert Silverblatt
Sarah Butrymowicz Assistant News Editors
Pranai Cheroo
Jenna Nissan
Lilly Riber
Jeremy White
Anne Fricker Executive Features Editor
Arianne Baker Features Editors
Kristen Sawicki
Matt Skibinski Assistant Features Editor
Stephanie Vallejo Executive Arts Editor
Greg Connor Arts Editors
Mikey Goralnik

The federal Commission on the
Future of Higher Education released
a report, known colloquially as the
“Spellings report” after Secretary of
Education Margaret Spellings, tearing
into American higher education, calling
it “increasingly risk-adverse, at times
self-satisfied, and unduly expensive.” It
is no surprise university President Dan
Mote has responded negatively, and
for good reason, to the commission’s
report, part of which seeks greater oversight and scrutiny over a university’s
day-to-day operations.
We are no fans of micromanagement, and though universities should
be held accountable, a slow-moving
federal government is not the appropriate body for oversight. An additionally
disappointing part of the report, apart
from Mote’s objections, was its lack of
vision on creating sustainable solutions
on funding education’s future.
The report has linked a supposed
drop in American global competitive-

ness to the unaffordability of college
education. Though it is questionable
how uncompetitive American universities are - they consistently dominate
global higher education rankings - the
commission accurately points out the
traditional societal burden of providing
an affordable education.
Unfortunately, the report supports
a bogus standard of tying growth in
college tuition to the growth in family
income.
Tuition growth should be measured
by average tuition paid, after accounting for scholarships and financial aid.
Under the commission’s standards, colleges could hold tuition steady while
cutting aid packages, something clearly
to the detriment of students.
What
do
we
recommend?
Management of educational funds,
especially in Maryland, is far behind
achievable potential. The state of
Georgia funds the Hope Scholarship
program with its state lottery, which

allows all Georgia residents with at least
a B average to attend any public university in-state for free. There is no reason
Maryland can’t do the same, especially
with slots, for which Gov.-elect Martin
O’Malley recently announced support.
Also, work-study programs should
be a structural part of any education.
Not only is real-world experience often
far better than classroom instruction,
a significant number of students out
of the classroom would provide muchneeded relief on class sizes and professors.
It’s a win-win-win situation for the
university, student and businesses who
have cheap labor dropped into their
laps.
America’s bureaucrats need to start
thinking less about politics, and more
about what really matters. Their end
goal should be to give all qualified
students in America a chance to pursue an education, regardless of their
income level.
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OFF THE HILL | UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA

Recounts last thing Florida wants
It’s recount time again.
Sure, Florida might not be the focus
of the nation in terms of deciding the
next president, but the state has an
aversion to - as well as a strong desire
for - elections in which the winner is
clearly decided. The recent midterm
elections were no different.
This time, the question is about who
won the U.S. House of Representatives
seat vacated by Katherine Harris.
Upon first count, Republican Vern
Buchanan narrowly won by 373 votes less than 0.2 percent of the vote, according to the Associated Press. In true
Florida style, the vote will be recounted
today.
Not only that, but “state officials will
begin auditing Sarasota County touchscreen voting machines which reported
more than 18,000 people did not cast a
vote for Buchanan or Jennings, but did
make choices in other races,” according
to the AP story.

County elections supervisor Kathy
Dent has assured the press that the
elections were fair and accurate. Vern
Buchanan is also understandably “confident” that “the recount and the audit
will confirm that this election was fair
and accurately reflected the will of the
voters.”
Unfortunately for both of them,
Democrat Christine Jennings has not
conceded defeat. Jennings even flew to
Washington on Sunday because, according to Jennings’ campaign spokeswoman Kathy Vermazen, “The voters need to
have someone that can hit the ground
running once the recount is resolved.”
Coincidentally, Harris entered the
national spotlight when she, as Florida’s
secretary of state, certified the vote
count that put George W. Bush into
office in an election still viewed as
questionable by many.
It’s now imaginable that the seat
Harris held in the House will put

another thorn into the side of Florida’s
electoral process. Reminiscent of what
happened in the 2000 elections, the
seat Harris vacated is apparently providing Florida with a problem it not
only doesn’t want, but also is extremely
frustrated with.
With less than 0.2 percent of the vote
going against her, Jennings is entitled to
a recount.
It’s difficult to argue that, provided
the recount was wrong, it should not be
fixed merely because it makes Florida
feel better to have a smooth election. It
would be nice, however.
Just for once, elections in Florida
almost went smoothly. Just for once,
elections in Florida were almost easy,
lucky and fine.
Without condemning Jennings for
her actions - a recount is her legal
privilege, after all - the fact remains that
Florida doesn’t need, want or deserve
this trouble.
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The average Muslim
BY

OLIVIA TEYTELBAUM | PHOBIAPHILES

TARIK SHAH

The Nov. 1 issue of “The Primary
Source” in its “From the Elephant’s
Mouth” section finally begs the important question, “Are we finally free to
think of the average Muslim as an illiberal putz?”
The preceding question comes from
a section criticizing Rezwan Khan’s Oct.
16 Tufts Daily Viewpoint concerning the
controversial depictions of the prophet Muhammad in Dutch newspapers.
Normally, this kind of prejudice and
rhetorical slander would be unworthy
of a dignified response. Yet, when it is so

When appendices attack:
Appendiphobia

S

itting in the waiting room of the
Cambridge Hospital, things happen
in slow motion. A baby (probably a

bastard child) cries off in the distance. A bitter

Just because a handful of
twisted individuals claim
acts of terrorism in the name
of Islam is no reason to show
a total lack of respect to the
Muslim community.
flagrantly narrow-minded and wrong, a
reaction is necessary.
First and foremost, I am disappointed
with how far the Source has fallen. I
had previously thought there was a certain level of professionalism surrounding the publication. Even though I did
not agree with the views expressed in
the Source, it was a place where intelligent and well-spoken students could
express clear and poignant conservative
thought. And there is something admirable about standing up for what you
believe in a place where very few people
agree with you.
However, there is nothing admirable
about the defamation of an entire religious group. Now, the Source has become
a hotbed of prejudice that promotes
mud-slinging with a glaring lack of real
intellectual concern for the issues.
Tarik Shah is a junior who is majoring in
political science.

man yells at the receptionist for being slow.
Out of the window, I watch the sun slowly set
over the disgusting abstract art, undoubtedly
installed during someone’s temporary lapse
of common sense and good judgment.

CORBIS

Khan’s point was not that free speech
should be limited or that some kind
of Shari’a, Islamic holy law, should be
imposed, but rather that the depiction
of Muhammad, or lack thereof, is something Muslims hold extremely sacred
and a denigration of that is extremely disrespectful. Instead of attempting
to understand Khan’s true point, the
authors of the response in the Source
decided to harp on single words and
twist the meaning of what Khan wrote.
If the Source wants to be taken
seriously as a journal of conservative
thought, they should stop resorting to
bush-league methods and name-calling. And even though the authors disagreed with Rezwan Khan’s Viewpoint,
that disagreement by no means justifies

a sweeping generalization of all Muslims
as illiberal putzes.
Moreover, the sheer magnitude of
how awful the aforementioned statement is has gone unrealized. To begin
with, the question asks if we are finally
free to think of Muslims in this way.
Finally free? As if they have been placed
in this ideological bondage where they
are forced to believe that the average
Muslim is a decent human being, God
forbid. Finally, these chains have been
lifted and they are “free” to believe the
worst about the average Muslim.
Why is it so hard to believe that the
average Muslim is a decent, goodnatured and hardworking person? Why
see PRIMARY SOURCE, page 12

Stillettos, poor decisions and
dumb guys — oh my!
BY STEPHANIE

BROWN

“To fear love is to fear life, and those
who fear life are already three parts
dead.”
If Bertrand Russell is right, then we
are a campus of dead people.
I suppose that is a strong conclusion to draw, but I find it rings particularly true on our campus. More
than fear of love (which I shall discuss
later) is the consistent chauvinism at
Tufts — which may be a result of tattered self-esteem or a defect in men’s
defensive mechanisms — but more and
more, I find myself weary of the sexism and awkwardness we face. And I’m
not just talking about the brutish slobs
who whistle at girls, either: There is an
entirely new subset of perfectly intelligent and charming men falling prey
to the stupid jokes we so gently nudge
from our conscience.
I find, however, what is worse is the

tolerance with which some girls at Tufts
bear this insufferable ridicule. Examples
of this sad pattern is Halloween, in
which girls at Tufts magically turn into
themed prostitutes, laughing at the fact
they are hardly wearing anything and
entirely oblivious to the new low they
have reached. My only question for you
is the lack of respect for yourself — that,

It is as if we have regressed in
our time here: You go out, and
there is no real substance to
the flirtation or social interaction anymore.

and how you manage to keep warm in
fishnets and not eat pavement in your
ridiculous stilettos. (Hello, girls, we live
on a HILL, and you’re drunk — it’s a
“double threat” in the bad way.)
I understand that everyone has the
innate desire to feel wanted, but I
believe there is a difference between
Stephanie Brown is a sophomore who has embracing one’s sexuality and repulsively throwing it in your face. And
not yet declared a major.

before I continue, let me make it infinitely clear: I am not jealous of these
girls. I am not bitter or jaded or crazy or
sympathetic.
I am simply tired of seeing girls act
like objects. Girls, you don’t need to
plaster your face in make-up and lose
weight and wear that ridiculous skirt;
be yourself and we will all thank you for
it (those of us that value respect of the
individual, at least).
And I am not advocating that people
need to wear paper bags on their heads;
I’m just reminding Tufts that we are a
group of bright and talented people,
capable of better things than skanky
outfits and slutty come-ons.
There is, unfortunately, another dire
situation in need of remedy at Tufts
University: the tragic state of romance.
I know that in saying this I risk being
labeled a sap or hopelessly idealistic,
but anyone with a heart would agree
Tufts (or, perhaps, college in general)
is not the best place to pursue such
things. We seem to live in a perpetual
state of hook-ups, random flirtations
and hopeless behaviors that encourage

I am not afraid of the hospital. To the contrary, I quite like the atmosphere. So sterile,
so clean. My friend, currently getting stitches,
probably disagrees. To me, it’s comforting
knowing that it only took several minutes
to get to the hospital and that my friends,
riding on the T, beat us there. Yes, I rode in
an ambulance. And it was glorious. For the
purposes of brevity, I will not go into the
intense feelings of freedom and power that
come from riding on the wrong side of the
road and plowing through red lights, but let
me just say, wow.
I am afraid of getting appendicitis. For
those of you that do not know, you have a
pretty useless organ in your body. This organ,
at any moment, can inflate to the size of
a grapefruit and rupture, causing intense
stomach pains, possible death and a pretty
bad time overall. This happened to a friend
of mine in high school. She was sitting in
physics, minding her own business, when all
of a sudden she had a terrible stomach pain.
Being a diligent student, however, she chose
to ignore the pain, assuming it was a ball of
gas which would relieve itself to the dismay
of anyone downwind.

It is a sad reality that an
organ that helped your prehistoric ancestors digest
raw meats might decide to
explode at any moment, possibly killing you and severely
inconveniencing everyone
around.
It was not gas. It was not indigestion. It did
not need Pepto-Bismol. To make a long story
short, she was out of school for two weeks,
suffered for hours because of several misdiagnoses and needed therapy for months.
According to Wikipedia, causes of appendicitis are “generally unknown,” but most
attribute the illness to a diet low in fiber or
an infection that occurs when fecal matter
(poo!) lodges appendix on the end of the large
intestine. It becomes gangrenous, swells and
ruptures, causing peritonitis, septicemia, and
eventually, if untreated, death. This is where
my fear comes in.
There is no telling when my appendix
might decide to attack. I could be enjoying
a tasty ice cream cone, skiing or just bumming around my room when it hits. I was at
a friend’s sleepover one night when I realized that if I was struck with this terrifying
infirmity, no one would be able to help me.

see HOOK-UPS, page 13
see TEYTELBAUM, page 12

VIEWPOINTS POLICY The Viewpoints section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Viewpoints
welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles on campus, national, and international issues can be roughly 700 to 1000 words in
length. Editorial cartoons are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to appear in The Tufts Daily. All material should be
submitted by no later than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material may be submitted via e-mail (viewpoints@tuftsdaily.com) or in hard-copy
form at The Tufts Daily in the basement of Curtis Hall. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Viewpoints editor. The opinions expressed in the Viewpoints
section do not necessarily represent the opinions of The Tufts Daily itself.

Olivia Teytelbaum is a freshman who
has not yet declared a major. You can
contact her about your phobias at olivia.
teytelbaum@tufts.edu.
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A totally useless organ causes irrational fear
TEYTELBAUM
continued from page 11

I imagined my friend handing me
some Tums as I lay on the floor,
gasping for breath and trying to
crawl my way out of her house
to the hospital. I could see myself
being in altogether too much pain
to reach for a phone and dial 911.
And even if I did, how soon would
they get there?
The emergency response in my
town was known to be notoriously bad, primarily because officers
were busy handing out tickets to
people who did not come to complete stops at intersections. I would
die somewhere along US-19, leaving behind me a trail of blood and
tears.
It is a death so easily avoidable,
so easily treatable. So why deal with
the pain, I thought? I embarked on
a journey to preemptively remove
my appendix.
On a routine visit to a pediatrician, I politely asked the doctor if I
could have a particular operation,

simply because it would help me
live a calmer, more productive life.
Thinking I was alluding to breast
augmentation or a nose job or some
other cosmetic surgery, and assuming that I was a young adolescent in
desperate need of an adult voice in
my life, she replied with a cautious,
open-minded, “Well, it depends on
the procedure. What did you have
in mind?”
“It’s kind of embarrassing,” I
replied. “I just get so scared sometimes, and I feel like no one will be
able to help me.” The doctor was
interested now. “I want an appendectomy.”
The doctor erupted into laughter. I saw a slight look of disappointment on her face. “No one’s going to
take out a perfectly good appendix
for you, Olivia. And I highly doubt
insurance would cover it, either.”
Well, it was worth a try. Visiting
Tufts, a slew of new terrors entered
my psyche. Realizing that the closest hospital was at the Charles/
MGH stop, I imagined the arduous

journey to the ER from Tufts. TEMs
didn’t even cross my mind.
I would be in my dorm on a lonely
Friday night, with all my friends out
at some ZN or ATO or DU or XYZ
party, when the sharp pain stabs me
on the lower right side. I stay calm
and walk to the campus center, waiting 30 minutes for the Joey to arrive.
I ride the Joey to Davis, gripping a
pole, since the smooching couples
are undoubtedly hogging all the
seats. At the Davis T at midnight, the
only person around to see me suffer
is the obese flutist, who no doubt will
eat me, because last weekend, I did
not give him a dollar.
It is a sad reality that an organ
that helped your prehistoric ancestors digest raw meats might decide
to explode at any moment, possibly
killing you and severely inconveniencing everyone around. Look
at the people around you: If your
stomach was exploding like Mount
Vesuvius, would they take care of
you? If not, it might be a good idea
to give the flutist a few bucks.

Source is trafficking in dangerous stereotypes
PRIMARY SOURCE
continued from page 11

is it hard to believe that the
average Muslim is just like any
American? Perhaps its not that
they find it hard to believe; rather, they do not want to believe it.
Maybe by associating Muslims
with hate and bigotry — and
disassociating them with good
will and hard work — it makes it
easier to refer to them as idiots,
exercise prejudice against them
or justify the killing of innocent
Muslim civilians in Iraq.
It is almost ironic that in
attempting to call Muslims bigoted and narrow-minded they

have effectively tagged themselves as just that. Just because
a handful of twisted individuals
claim acts of terrorism in the
name of Islam is no reason to
show a total lack of respect to
the Muslim community.
What makes this more disheartening is that if that statement had been written about
any other group, there would
have been a massive uproar. Can
you imagine if that statement
had been written about Jews or
African-Americans? It would not
have been published in the first
place. Similarly, had the cartoons that depicted Muhammad
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so negatively instead depicted
Moses or Jesus, they, too, would
not be published.
I am not attempting to say
that Muslims are the poor victimized minority, but that, in
this case, the Source and many
other publications have taken
certain liberties in writing about
Muslims in a way that they
would not with other groups.
If this kind of slanderous and
bigoted approach to journalism
is what the Tufts community can
expect from the future of the The
Primary Source, are we finally
free to disregard it is a credible
publication?

Exhibit challenges
Tufts to oppose war
BY

RYAN VASIOS

TCOWI, the Tufts Coalition
Opposed to the War in Iraq, is
organizing an installation on
campus for this Wednesday, Nov.
15 and Thursday, Nov. 16 to protest the ongoing occupation of
Iraq. The 119 pairs of boots we
will have outside the Tisch Patio
will serve as a representation
of the 119 New England troops
who have thus far been killed
serving in Iraq. Hopefully, every
student on campus will get an
opportunity within these two
days to personally confront this
poignant reminder of the war’s
cost in human lives.
At 4:30 p.m. on Thursday,
TCOWI will adjourn the exhibition with a moment of silence
to mourn the victims of this war,
both American and Iraqi. At this
point in time, over 2,840 U.S. soldiers have died in Iraq. Each one
of these deaths represents the
violation of a soldier’s pledge to
defend his country by our elected officials who have needlessly
placed them in excessive danger
in a war based on deceptions.
The deaths of American soldiers are vastly superseded by the
number of innocent Iraqis who
have been killed in Iraq and are
also worthy of our grievances. The
UK medical journal, The Lancet,
recently placed the number of
killed Iraqis at 655,000. Each day
that the United States stays in Iraq

Ryan Vasios is a sophomore
who has not yet declared a
major.

is another day that the will of the
aggrieved Iraqi people is betrayed
and their sectarian divisions are
intensified through the injustice
of military occupation.

Each day that the
United States stays in
Iraq is another day
that the will of the
aggrieved Iraqi people
is betrayed and their
sectarian divisions are
intensified through
the injustice of military occupation.
TCOWI
member
Becky
Saggese points out in her Nov.
13 Viewpoint that, despite Tufts’
strong tradition of activism,
antiwar activity on campus is
alarmingly underrepresented,
especially for a school that considers itself so “liberal.” Like any
other significant social movement in American history, the
drive and commitment to end
the war in Iraq will be birthed by
strong social movements that fall
outside institutional realms. As
a community of scholars dedicated to helping work for global
peace and justice, I hope we can
come to together to confront the
casualties of war, grieve their loss
and work for the solution their
grievous deaths compel us to do:
ending the war in Iraq.

Psychology
Career Panel
Hosted by Tufts
Psychology Society
th

Weds, Nov 15
7-9pm
Pearson 104
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Tufts’ vapid hook-up culture can’t
be truly fulfilling for all students
HOOK-UPS
continued from page 11

nothing but a populace filled with fear,
laced with constraints and forgetful of
the things we always wanted. (In case
you forgot, that would be meaningful relationships, valuable friendships
and genuine experiences.)
Granted, college is the ultimate
place for experimentation and acting
out and letting go and self-realization,
but regardless of these, there should
also exist some form or code of behavior that guides us, some principles that
keep our moral compass in working
form. It is as if we have regressed in
our time here: You go out, and there
is no real substance to the flirtation
or social interaction anymore — just
a bunch of sweaty, gross, unattractive
people grinding next to each other in
some frat basement hoping to get laid,
or drunkenly making out in corners
with someone they just met.
Am I silly for questioning whatever
happened to the chemistry and attraction and ensuing events? Where did
dates go, and when did we decide that
we have to be wasted to make a move?
Are we all really that scared that we
can’t pursue greater things than the
“conquests” that leave some wondering who or what they’ve woken up to
beside them the next morning?
I suppose one cannot blame it all
on the self-degradation and consequent objectification of women or the
non-committal and indifferent nature
of men, but rather, just a bizarre and
twisted mentality that has infected the
minds here: We have simply forgotten
how to go about liking one another,
dating one another and being with one
another.
It is even sadder to note that it
is not that some have forgotten, but
rather, decided to keep their silence
so as to avoid criticism. No one wants
to be “that guy,” the one who is tied

down, totally whipped and weak. No
girl wants to close off her options or be
labeled a Stage-Four Clinger. We are all
seemingly fearful of admitting we want
something aside from the easy scores
and stupid weekend adventures. It is
fine if that is what you want, and it is
okay if you require nothing else but
chance encounters, but I feel there is
an unspoken population at Tufts that
must agree with me on some minute
level.

There is no real substance
to the flirtation or social
interaction anymore — just
a bunch of sweaty, gross,
unattractive people grinding next to each other in
some frat basement hoping
to get laid, or drunkenly
making out in corners with
someone they just met.
I agree with the assertions that
we are still young and preoccupied
enough with other important aspects
of our life so as to avoid relationships
entirely. (There is nothing wrong with
this; I am a staunch proponent of this,
too.) And it is okay if this doesn’t get
the message across — maybe I am,
in fact, the only person who feels this
way.
I am not anticipating this will change
anyone’s behavior in terms of love or
relationships, as people will be who
they are and act as they are, which is
— apparently — a bunch of animals.
Then again, maybe Tufts will come
to its senses and prove me wrong.
Hopefully.

13

VIEWPOINTS

Apocalypse soon
BY LAUREN MODISETTE
Massachusetts Daily Collegian

Modern medicine is a regular part of
life that has become necessary to our
means of survival. Antibiotics cure viruses,
surgeries assist in more comfortable living conditions, and in-vitro fertilization
grants infertile couples a chance at starting a genetic family line. These can all
be considered useful to us and our livelihood.
But what I am about to offer is my theory, and most of you aren’t going to agree
with it. I believe that modern medicine
will contribute to the downfall of mankind.
Although modern medicine has done a
great deal of good things for humans, we
need to consider its effects. For a moment,
I would like to talk about how modern
medicine negatively affects the theories of
Charles Darwin.
Modern medicine is just another tool
humans are using to prolong life. Death
is something humans commonly fear
because of the uncertainty of what happens afterwards, hence the will to live longer. Since medicines, like amoxicillin and
MMR, flu, and tetanus shots, have become
available, the human life expectancy has
increased dramatically. This has disrupted
the natural balance human’s once lived
by.
Less than 200 years ago, humans were
lucky if they lived past the age of 50. These
days, it isn’t uncommon for us to make it
to the late eighties and nineties, and some
are even making it to the hundreds.
Does everyone really want to live until
parts of our brains shut down and we can’t
even remember our own names? Until we
need assistance to live?
What I would like to know is what
people expected their prolonged lives to
be like when modern medicines began
to be established. Did they anticipate
Alzheimer’s, strokes, osteoporosis, menopause, etc.?
I have a theory that our prolonged lifespan contributes to medicinal conditions

like menopause. Technically, the female
body was meant to reproduce in the teenage years. I believe women experience this
inevitable medical condition because that
is around the time female bodies used to
die. In a way, it’s saying to us, “wait a minute, I’m still alive? This isn’t right, what am
I supposed to do now?”
The same goes for men except they
don’t necessarily have a medical condition

With life-support we are
simply evading and cheating the inevitable death of
those we hold close to us.
Can’t this be considered
selfish, holding back those
whose time has come to
pass on?
but rather a mid-life crisis. Both of these
experiences fall upon the middle-aged
adult. It is only rational to believe that we
experience these phases because our bodies are still trying to adjust to the change.
In theory, by Survival of the Fittest, the
strongest humans would overcome the
natural obstacles and illnesses in life, and
they would be the ones to survive, just
like the animal world. As much as I know
people hate to hear it, we are animals. Our
advantage is our cognitive abilities which
create things like language and medicines.
Another aspect of modern medicine
that is rather unsettling is the availability of options such as life-support and
in-vitro fertilization. With life-support we
are simply evading and cheating the inevitable death of those we hold close to us.
Can’t this be considered selfish, holding
back those whose time has come to pass
on?
In-vitro fertilization is a great option
see APOCALYPSE, page 15
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No one really educated if
haven’t read the Bible
BY

ANDREW KIRK

Daily Utah Chronicle

Every American should read the
Bible — especially the Old Testament
— at least once every 10 years.
I have heard at least four journalists and celebrities within the last
month admit on talk shows that
they had either never read the Bible
or were reading it for the first time. I
don’t believe it is possible to understand American culture without
reading the Bible.
I am appalled that professionals
believe they are qualified to comment on America without holistically understanding it. While it is
possible to get a degree without ever
reading the Bible, it is not possible to
call oneself educated if you haven’t
read it.
Believers need to read it, atheists
need to read it, members of religions
not rooted in Israel need to read it
and anyone who calls him or herself
informed needs to have read the
Bible.
Two of the four brilliant people
I heard admit to reading the Bible
for the first time in adulthood
were religious their entire lives. It
wasn’t until their mid-30s that they
decided to find out what it was they
believed in. One found the Bible to
be inconsistent with far-left progressive views and became an atheist.
The other realized that religion was
much more exciting than what that
person’s Rabbi was saying.
It is appalling that people would
consider themselves believers in
God without ever bothering to find
out what they believed in. I propose that there are thousands of
religious people who criticize others for voting for parties they don’t
know anything about and yet have
never read the Bible.

Atheists need to read the Bible
as much as believers, because they
had better be crystal clear on what
it is they don’t believe exists. The
only thing more annoying than
somebody who defends a political
party he or she doesn’t understand
is people who criticize a belief they
don’t understand.
In my experience, atheists have a
skewed or narrow understanding of
what the faithful believe. Of course
something is stupid and illogical if
you only ever listen to stupid ignorant people explain it. Instead of
trusting imperfect people to explain
God, atheists should go straight to
the source. If they still don’t accept
religion, no one can say they didn’t
try.
Members of other religions
should read the Bible as well. So
much American literature and so
many American paradigms of art,
politics and society are rooted in the
Bible. The more citizens of the world
understand one another’s beliefs,
the more tolerance and appreciation is possible.
Like it or not, the moral code that
has guided Western civilization for
nearly 3,000 years is rooted in the
Bible. A history class will place the
beginning of Western civilization in
Greece, but at the beginning of the
Dark Ages these roots were lost. It
was only when a new press ripped
the Bible from the clutches of the
clergy and made it more available
that Europe reawakened and began
rediscovering the truths written by
the Greeks and Romans.
It is true that our founding
fathers knew their Greek and Latin,
but they also knew their Hebrew.
They chose enlightenment over
religion, but it was an informed
decision based on a solid understanding of religion.
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Is a new plague inevitable?
APOCALYPSE
continued from page 13

available to couples that are otherwise unable to conceive. Although
it is revolutionary, it completely
goes against Darwin’s theory of
Natural Selection. In theory, those
who are infertile and cannot conceive aren’t meant to. For one
reason or another nature did not
intend for their genes to be passed
on.
These practices we have discovered are disrupting the natural
balance of the world.
Consider for a moment what
life would be like without modern
medicine.
Besides the discomfort of constant illnesses, there would be no
knowledge of anything that is negatively affecting our bodies. Would
people be happier or more miserable if not aware of the illnesses
they were suffering from?
I know it is unsettling to consider, but imagine how much
lower the population would be if

we didn’t have modern medicine.
You and I may not even be alive.
It is reasonable to believe that we
wouldn’t have the environmental and global problems we are
encountering today.
Eventually, people will be living
so long that the birth and death
ratio will be ridiculous. What will
happen when this occurs?
Either we are in store for an
astounding series of natural disasters, a plague that will wipe out a
mass amount of the global population that our current medicines
will not be able to fight or a serious
world war. Unfortunately there is
no stopping it. By now it is simply
inevitable.
Death is just another part of
the life-cycle, and while people
shouldn’t anticipate it, it should
be mildly embraced and accepted.
Who truly wants to live forever
anyway?
To be there when everything
falls apart and comes to a crashing
end? It’s scary, I know, but some
things just need to be said.

Write a Viewpoint

Send submissions of 700 to 1,000 words in
length to
viewpoints@tuftsdaily.com

VIEWPOINTS
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Solution to Monday's puzzle

“Tufts could be doing better things with their money, like regrouting
my bathtub. Sure, I live off campus, but they should still care.”
— Liz Hoffman

Tuesday, November 14, 2006
Housing
House on College Ave
Two apartments in a 2 family
home. One apartment is a 4 bedroom with a living room and eat in
kitchen. The other apartment is a
6 bedroom with 2 full baths; eat in
kitchen and living room. There is
off street parking that will hold 4
cars. A group can rent the house
and/or one of the apartments.
The address is 209 College Ave
which is a great location. 4 bdrm
is $2600; the 6 bdrm is $3900.
Please call 617-633-0965 for a
showing. Available 6/1/07.
Maria
2, 4 and 6 bedroom apt. for rent
on Ossipee Road. Available June
1st 2007. Call Maria at 781-9427625 for more information.

THE TUFTS DAILY
Services

4 and 5 Bedroom Apts for Rent
Basically on Campus. June 07-May
08. Call Bob 508.887.1010.
Rooms Available
4 Bedrooms, Living room, Kitchen,
New bath, Front and Back Porch,
Available ASAP. First and last payment and oil heat. 2nd floor. 2
Blocks away from Tufts. Washer
and Dryer in basement. Call Sara
with questions 617-312-8225
Jerry Feldman
Apartments for 2007-2008 academic year. Get your choice
by renting early. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7
bedroom apts. Have your choice
by renting now--all convenient to
school. June 2007 lease status.
Call 617-448-6233.
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Furnished Apartments
Furnished, 3 bedroom apartments on quiet street, short walk
to campus, large rooms, newer
appliances, washer/dryer, porch,
plenty of on street parking (permit
is NOT required). Rents range
from $1380/month to $1470/
month. Available now. Please
contact Ed at (781)395-3204 or
apts4rent1@yahoo.com

Rooms for Rent
Across from Professors Row
(2) 6 bedroom apts. w/ L.R.,
H/W Floors, C.T. eat-in kitchen,
dishwasher, fridge, 2 Baths, F/R
Porches, 4 Car off St. Oarkeng for
each apt., $4800 mon includes
heat, hot water; avail. 9/1/07 call
781-249-1677

Somerville, West
2 bedroom, 1st floor, modern.
Walk to Tufts, near bus & T. Fully
applianced, W/D, A/C. Off street
parking- No pets or smokers, 1st
and security. $1,500 & utilities.
Ray 781-760-0270, after 5:00 781925-6333

Housing

Spyder Web Enterprises
Apartments Sublets and
Roommates. List and browse free!
Find an apartment, sublet or room.
In any major city or area. Studio, 1,
2 bdrm $800-3000. www.sublet.
com 1-877-367-7368

Services

Frank Fodera_
Small and large Apartment for
June. Walking distance from Tufts
and close to Davis Square. Please
call Frank or Lena at (617) 2092990.
Rooms Available
2 Bedroom / Office / Lg Apt /
Parking / W&D / Lg. Yard, Walk
to Bus, Tufts, Train; $1175, Ready
Now.Call Jan at 781-396-7785

California Cryobank - Got Sperm
$$ GOT SPERM? $$
Earn up to $900 /month
Healthy MEN in college or w/
BA/BSwanted for our sperm donor
program.
APPLY ONLINE: www.cryobankdonors.com

Wanted
STS Travel - Spring Break 2007
Call STS for the best deals to
this years top 10 Spring Break
destinations! Earn the highest
rep commissions! Ask about our
group discounts! Voted best party
schedules. 1-800-648-4849. www.
ststravel.com.

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of
the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of
an overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Grad student Fitzgerald returns aiming to lead Jumbos back to NCAA Tourney
FITZGERALD
continued from page 20

NCAA eligibility. It also means
that he is part of the core group
of players whose first year was
the 2003-04 season when Tufts
finished its season with a disappointing 8-17 record and has
seen the turnaround of the program in the past three seasons.
The returning players from
that team, including Fitzgerald
and senior co-captains Dave
Shepherd and Brian Kumf, dedicated themselves as players and
teammates, which Fitzgerald
believes was the key factor in
turning around the program
over the past two seasons.
“We worked hard and helped
bring a whole new work ethic
and state of mind to the team,”
Fitzgerald said. “I wanted to
come back to the guys that I
played with for three years and
finish off what we started.”

With the graduation of Dan
Martin, the First Team AllNESCAC center who averaged
double figures last season in
points and rebounds, coach
Bob Sheldon’s Jumbos will rely
on Fitzgerald to lead the team in
the paint. With league standouts
senior Rob Stockwell of Bates
and senior Drew Cohen of Colby
coming back as the league’s top
big men, Fitzgerald will play a
key role in neutralizing their
size and strength.
“I think he is ready for the
challenge,” Sheldon said. “He is
important to us because he has
a lot of experience, and he is a
leader on and off the court.”
Fitzgerald brings a warrior’s
mentality to the court, often
implementing his own physical
nature by gaining position inside
and wrestling his opponents for
the rebounds. Fitzgerald fouled
out of five games last season.

“I think we need to be physical with teams,” Fitzgerald said.
“Teams in the NESCAC are typically soft, and if you look up
and down our roster, we aren’t
the tallest team in the league,
but we have some strength at a
lot of different positions. If we
all make an effort to rebound,
defend and be disciplined on
offense, then I think we have a
lot of potential.”
Fitzgerald’s brute style of play
is acknowledged and appreciated by his teammates.
“Without
Fitz,
people
wouldn’t fear us as much,” Kumf
said. “He has a known reputation for trash talking, technicals
and hard fouls. He likes to think
he is underground and nobody
knows about him, but you don’t
want to go down the lane with
him there. You never know what
he’s going to do.”
With Martin graduating, the

Jumbos lost a dominant offensive inside presence and their
top rebounder and will have to
focus more on team defense
and rebounding than in years
past. The Jumbos should have
no problem putting points on
the board, but most teams will
look to hurt Tufts where they are
vulnerable: their overall lack of
size.
With Fitzgerald down low,
opposing forwards will be tested
physically, and guards will have
to think twice before penetrating to the basket. Fitzgerald provides a work ethic and intensity
to his team, a certain attitude
that any basketball team needs.
His finest attributes don’t show
up in the box score — there
is no statistical category for
toughness and inside presence.
Part of that attitude fumes a
heightened expectation level for
the 2006-07 season. Last winter,

the Jumbos were all but in the
Elite Eight, holding onto a threepoint lead over Amherst, when
the Lord Jeffs’ sophomore guard
Andrew Olson hit a desperation
three-point attempt to send the
Sweet Sixteen game into overtime, where the Jeffs shattered
Tufts’ March Madness run. This
season, it’s time for revenge,
and Fitzgerald and company are
hungrier than ever.
“We need to play with a chip
on our shoulder,” Fitzgerald
said. “Last year, we felt we were
one of the best teams in the
country and that nobody knew
about us.”
With a No. 12 preseason ranking and a reputation to defend,
teams know about the Jumbos
now.
And after a few hard fouls
from the new Tufts inside man,
they’ll know about Fitzgerald,
too.

Weitzen steps into starting lineup to further fuel high-octane Jumbo offense
WEITZEN
continued from page 20

them.”
Though he’ll be shifting to the starting lineup for the first time in his Tufts
career, Weitzen doesn’t anticipate his
role changing significantly this season.
However, as an elder statesman on the
team, he knows he has to shoulder a
larger leadership position.
“It’s easier to come off the bench and
get into the flow of the game because
you’re fresh and the rest of the guys are
a little tired, but I’ll adjust,” Weitzen
said. “Being an upperclassman and a
leader, you have to set the tone for
the rest of the team. You have to be
ready for every practice and every game
because the guys are looking to you as
an example.”
The Jumbos as a team led the NESCAC

in rebounding last year, pulling down
over 42 rebounds a game, but how the
team combats the absence of the 6’8”
Martin on the glass will dictate its fortunes this year. Weitzen, who pulled
down 5.4 boards a game last season,
fourth on the team, dismissed the idea
that he’ll step into Martin’s shoes in the
paint.
“I’m not going to replace Dan Martin
— nobody is,” he said. “It’s going to
have to be a team effort on rebounding this year. The coaches have really
emphasized getting to the boards, and
if we do well, then we could be very
good. If we don’t, we’ll probably underachieve.”
Having a player with Weitzen’s offensive punch coming off the bench is
a boon to any coaching staff, but he
is confident that the second unit will

still put points on the scoreboard.
The Jumbos’ bench will be led by two
guards, junior Jeremy Black and freshman Dan Cook, in addition to a new
post presence — sophomore Jon Pierce,
who joins the team after transferring to
Tufts from Drew University.
“Jon’s very good,” Weitzen said. “He’s
6’5” and more athletic than me, and he
has a great post game down low. He’s an
excellent three-point shooter. I think
he’ll step right into my role as bench
scorer.”
Pierce isn’t the only one with a chance
to emerge as a key bench scorer. Black
averaged 7.2 points a game last year and
posted a career-high 17 in the NESCAC
title game at Amherst, and Cook, while
untested so far, appears to be one of the
team’s best pure shooters.
“This is a very deep team,” Weitzen

said. “We’re returning almost everybody
from last year’s team, and the freshman
recruits have come in almost gameready.”
Weitzen stressed that with this year’s
deep roster, there will be less pressure
on him to return as the leading scorer.
Putting points on the board is a team
effort, and Weitzen knows it.
“We have five or six guys who can
score 20-plus points in a given game,”
Weitzen said. “For example, [junior
guard] Ryan O’Keefe carried us through
the [NCAA] Tournament, and [senior
co-captain Dave] Shepherd was our goto guy in the clutch last season.”
And with Weitzen transitioning into
the starting lineup with a solid seven
players returning from last year’s squad,
the Jumbos may be poised for their
first-ever NESCAC Championship.

Schedule isn’t getting much Road back to Sweet Sixteen
easier for struggling Patriots and beyond begins Friday
BLOOM
continued from page 19

are not exactly the best of the
best. The Bengals have been
an incredible disappointment
this season, while the Vikings
have now lost three in a row
including Sunday’s loss to the
Packers. And the Bills, despite
their effort against Indy on
Sunday, clearly are not, or at
least shouldn’t be, in the same
class as the Patriots.

The Patriots, though,
have not looked like
their dominating
selves.
If the Pats are having trouble in winnable games against

good teams, the upcoming games against the Bears,
Packers, Lions, Dolphins and
Jaguars could be surprisingly
tough.
The next two weeks (in
Green Bay and at home
against Chicago) will be telling
for this team. Brady, Belichick,
Bruschi and Rodney Harrison
must carry the team to a
strong regular season finish,
or they could end up missing the playoffs. As for the
Super Bowl, I will never criticize Belichick or New England
again if he can get this group
out of the AFC, because as of
today, they hardly look like the
class of the league.
Sunday’s game was only one
loss, but if it is a sign of things
to come, it could be a long
winter in New England.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
continued from page 20

“If you win the conference
tournament, you’re automatically into the NCAAs,”
Shepherd said. “Despite all
of our success last year, we
didn’t actually win anything.
We didn’t win the NESCAC, and
we didn’t win a national championship. So that’s definitely
something we want — to win a
title.”
The Jumbos made a run at
that title last year, but fell short
at Amherst, losing in overtime
at LeFrak Gymnasium. The
Jumbos earned an at-large
bid to the NCAA Tournament,
but that too ended at LeFrak,
after Tufts topped Endicott and
SUNY-Cortland in the first two
rounds. This year the Jumbos
are eager to return to the Big

Dance.
“Our goal is to get into the
NCAAs and then see what happens from there,” Sheldon said.
“If that means winning the
NESCACs to get there, or getting an at-large bid, we don’t
care. We just want to get back
there.”
But first thing is first. The
season starts Friday, and the
first step on the road back to
March Madness is a strong
November to open the season.
And luckily for the Jumbos, that
first step will be at Cousens
where they finished 10-1 last
season.
“We’re excited to be able to
kick off at home here,” Sheldon
said. “We have two games here,
Friday and Saturday, and we
hope to have a good crowd. It
should be competitive.”

Can the Jazz
avoid injuries
in
2006-’07?
NBA
continued from page 19

past. Boozer has suffered from
hamstring and toe injuries since
he came to Utah (though he
appears to be 100 percent now)
and Kirilenko hasn’t played a full
82-game season since his rookie
year.
Jazz coach Jerry Sloan thinks
this year’s squad has what it
takes. Even if injuries do set in,
he’s got more weapons in his
arsenal this year, and the team’s
depth will help overcome any
setbacks that may come its way.
But in a division with the young,
scrappy Portland Trailblazers
and Carmelo Anthony’s Denver
Nuggets, anything can happen,
and Sloan and company certainly
have their work cut out for them.
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Team opens season with
third place at ‘Big One’
Zouein and Lee earn second-place finishes
BY

CARLY HELFAND

Daily Staff Writer

If last week’s annual preseason
tournament, known as “The Big
One,” is a preview of the 200607 fencing season, then the year
certainly looks promising for the
Jumbo squad.
The Jumbos finished third
out of 17 teams in the National
Intercollegiate Women’s Fencing
Association, winning the saber
competition and placing second in foil competition, and the
squad is looking to build on last
season’s success. Four Tufts fencers were among the top 13.
Senior Louisa May Zouein and
sophomore foil captain Christine
Lee, who represented Tufts at the
2006 NCAA Fencing Nationals
last March, led the team in individual competition by each placing second in pools of 51 and
65 respectively. Zouein overcame
a 7-1 deficit in her first direct
elimination bout to get the win
and subsequently defeated her
next two opponents.
In addition to Lee and Zouein,
sophomore Lisa Granshaw and
freshman Rebecca Hughes also
turned in solid performances.
Granshaw finished 15th in the
foil competition while Hughes
led the epee squad, finishing
10th in a field of 62.
Despite their success in preseason contention last weekend,
picking up right where they left
off has not been as easy for the
Jumbos as it may seem, as the
team has had to compensate for
a loss of a strong senior class.
Senior team president Donna
Au is not worried about the
team’s losses.
“Even though we lost about
half of our team due to graduation and studying abroad, and
half our team consists of new
freshmen, I am confident that we
will do great this year,” Au said.
“The team dynamics are excellent, we have fun together, and
we have a lot of team unity and
talent which is a huge threat to
the competition.”
Between the 2005-06 and
2006-07 seasons, graduation
claimed foil captain and team
president Julia Shih and co-captain Katherine Zouein. To fill the
void created by Zouein’s departure from the saber squad —
Tufts’ most competitive group in

recent years — Au has switched
weapons, moving from epee to
saber.
In addition, the Jumbos have
had to compensate for the
absence of their entire junior
class. Junior foil fencers Emily
Cooperman and Jamie Kraut,
junior saber fencers Diana Barger
and Lauren Kari, and junior
epee fencers Anne Haluska and
Katherine Zeis will all miss the
season due to studies abroad.
While the loss of so much of
the team’s experience will be
hard to combat, the Jumbos have
several newcomers to assist in
the efforts. Led by sophomore
captain Tracy Mayfield, who
returns this season from Achilles
tendonitis, freshmen Kristina
Thompson, Leah Meller and
Lisa Yanushefski will join ranked
classmates Hughes and Rachel
Amani Smathers on the epee
squad.
“While the epee squad has
traditionally been the weakest
squad, I think we have a strong
squad this year,” Au said. “The
freshmen epee fencers are full of
talent and fence with an attitude
of intensity that will carry them
over the competition.”
Although Hughes placed 10th
among epees in last week’s tournament, the squad as a whole
performed beneath its expectations. Zouein, however, was not
concerned.
“The epee squad is mostly
freshmen who are still figuring
things out,” she said. “There are
probably a lot of nerves. Overall
I think it was a good meet for the
freshmen to get some experience
so that next week they will be all
nice and calmed down.”
Freshmen Naomi Bryant and
Emily Maretsky are both experienced foil fencers and will fill out
the squad, and freshman saber
fencer Alexandra Cheetham
rounds out the freshman class.
“The new members of our
team have brought a lot of enthusiasm and dedication to the
table,” Mayfield said. “Everyone
comes in with a different level of
experience and it’s exciting to see
a new group of people coming
together.”
The Jumbos will face their first
challenge with a conference tournament this weekend, when they
will square off against perennial
contenders MIT and Brandeis.

Watkins caps career with second straight All-Region nod
For the second straight
year,
senior
co-captain
Stacey Watkins was one of
16 regional players selected
to the National Field Hockey
Coaches Association (NFHCA)
New England West Region
First Team. The roster was
announced yesterday and
included players from each
of the 10 NESCAC schools,
with conference champion and
NCAA Quarterfinalist Bowdoin
raking in five.
Watkins was the anchor of
the Tufts defense this season,
playing center back and coordinating, along with senior cocaptain Marilyn Duffy-Cabana,
a Jumbo backfield that recorded six shutouts and allowed
just 1.16 goals per contest,
the lowest average since 2000.
Watkins had a team-leading
four defensive saves, good for
third in the league. Down the
stretch leading to the NESCAC
Tournament, Watkins and the
Tufts defenders buckled down
to record three shutouts in
their final five games, which
included three key league wins
in regular-season shutouts of
Williams and Conn. College
and a first-round NESCAC win
over Trinity.
Watkins also moved up on
the team’s penalty corner unit,
contributed a solid direct shot
that scored four goals and
set up six others. Her corner
shot went from solid to reliably explosive and played a
big role in the Jumbos’ ability
to capitalize on corners that
strengthened as the season
went on.
As a four-year member
of the squad, Watkins saw

COURTESY SCOTT BECQUE

Senior co-captain Stacey Watkins capped off a stellar senior season with
her second All-New England West selection.
the turnaround of the program. Her freshman year, the
Jumbos posted a 5-10 record
and ended their season with a
6-0 thumping by Bowdoin in
the first round of the NESCAC

Tournament. Three years later,
the team went 11-5 (the most
wins since 1999), and advanced
to the NESCAC Semifinals.
— by Liz Hoffman

SCHEDULE | November 14 - November 20
TUES

WED

THUR

Men's
Basketball

FRI
vs. Lasell
7:00 p.m.

Women's
Basketball

SAT

SUN

MON

vs. Endicott/RI
Coll.
2/4 p.m.

@ Beverly, MA @ Beverly, MA
vs. Suffolk
vs. Endicott
5:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Men’s
Cross Country

NCAA
Champ.
@ Ohio

Women’s
Cross Country

NCAA
Champ.
@ Ohio
@ Middlebury
7:00 p.m.

Ice Hockey

@ Williams
3:00 p.m.

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Field Hockey

Volleyball

(11-5, 6-3 NESCAC)

(23-8, 7-3 NESCAC)

CONFERENCE OVERALL

Bowdoin
Middlebury
Williams
Tufts
Trinity
Amherst
Wesleyan
Bates
Conn. Coll.
Colby

W
8
8
7
6
5
3
3
2
2
1

L
1
1
2
3
4
6
6
7
7
8

W
15
14
12
11
9
8
6
6
6
4

L
1
3
3
5
6
8
9
8
8
10

Individual Statistics
Michelle Kelly
I. Casellas-Katz
Marlee Kutcher
Stacey Watkins
Brittany Holiday
Tess Jasinski
Kathleen Martin
Emma Kozumbo
Brianna Sullivan
Dana Svendsen
Corey Green

G
11
4
6
4
4
1
1
1
1
1
1

A
0
9
2
6
1
5
1
1
0
0
0

Pts
22
17
14
14
9
7
3
3
2
2
2

Goalkeeping
GA S S%
M. Duffy-Cabana 19
.819

W
10
7
7
7
7
6
4
3
2
2
0

L
0
3
3
3
3
4
6
7
8
8
10

W
25
24
20
23
19
16
20
13
12
13
9

L
7
4
9
8
9
7
11
16
19
19
21

CONFERENCE

First Round - Sunday, Oct. 29
No. 2 Middlebury def. No. 7 Wesleyan
No. 6 Amherst def. No. 3 Williams
No. 4 Tufts def. No. 5 Trinity

Semifinals - Saturday, Nov. 4
at Bowdoin
No. 2 Middlebury def. No. 4 Tufts
No. 1 Bowdoin def. No. 6 Amherst

Finals - Sunday, Nov. 5
at Bowdoin

Kills SA
428 32
321 35
283 17
153 8
97
4
73
3
59
1

Defensive
Wysham
Allende
Filocco
Ripecky
Goldstein
Harrison

B
147
72
32
0
0
42

Digs
92
33
235
383
542
359

A
7
4
14
8
23
3
1

Williams
Trinity
Amherst
Middlebury
Tufts
Wesleyan
Colby
Hamilton
Bowdoin
Bates

W
7
6
5
5
4
3
2
2
1
0

L Pct
0 1.000
1 .857
2 .714
2 .714
3 .571
4 .429
5 .286
5 .286
6 .143
7 .000

No. 1 Bowdoin def. No. 2 Middlebury

Individual Statistics

Individual Statistics
Offensive
Harrison
Wysham
Filocco
Allende
Denniston
Helgeson
Fleisher

(4-3 NESCAC)

NESCAC Tournament

CONFERENCE OVERALL

Williams
Amherst
Conn. Coll.
Tufts
Wesleyan
Trinity
Bowdoin
Middlebury
Bates
Colby
Hamilton

Football

Field Hockey

Volleyball
NESCAC Tournament
at Williams
First Round - Friday, Nov. 3
No.
No.
No.
No.

1
2
3
5

Williams def. No. 8 Middlebury
Wesleyan def. No. 7 Bowdoin
Amherst def. No. 6 Trinity
Conn. College def. No. 4 Tufts

Semifinals - Saturday, Nov. 4
No. 1 Williams def. No. 5 Conn College
No. 3 Amherst def. No. 2 Wesleyan

Finals - Sunday, Nov. 5
No. 3 Amherst def. No. 1 Williams

Passing
Russo

C-A Yds. TD
70-131 707 6

Rushing
Georges
Forde
Cammuso
Ricketson
Anderson
Gaylord

Att.
95
67
35
2
17
15

Yds. TD
436 1
271 1
128 0
1
93
0
65
1
39

Receiving
Menty
Halas
Gleason
Jagiela

No.
22
13
7
6

Yds. TD
259 1
179 4
1
71
0
75

Women's Cross Country
NE Regional Rankings

Div. III Men's Basketball
Preseason Rankings

(as of Oct. 30, 2006)

(as of Nov. 1, 2006)

Ranking, Team, Points
1. Amherst, 100
2. Tufts, 88
3. Williams, 79
4. Middlebury, 73
5. Keene State, 55
6. Colby, 54
7. Coast Guard, 36
8. Conn. College, 22
9. MIT, 18
10. Wellesley, 13

Team, first-place votes (previous)
1. Virginia Weslean, 23 (1)
2. Wooster, 1 (9)
3. Amherst, 1 (4)
4. Wisconsin-Whitewater (15)
5. Ohio Northern (--)
6. Baldwin Wallace (12)
7. William Patterson (24)
8. Calvin (14)
9. St. Thomas (20)
12. Tufts (22)

Men's Cross Country
NE Regional Rankings

Volleyball
NE Regional Rankings

(as of Oct. 30, 2006)

(as of Oct. 23, 2006)

Ranking, Team, Points
1. Williams, 70
2. Bowdoin, 63
3. Amherst, 55
4. Trinity, 45
5. Brandeis, 40
6. Wesleyan, 37
7. MIT, 31
8. Middlebury, 18
9. Conn., 9
10. Tufts, 7

Ranking, Team, Points
1. Williams, 67
2. Bowdoin, 66
3. Amherst, 51
4. Wesleyan, 49
5. Trinity, 38
6. MIT, 33
7. Bates, 26
8. Tufts, 23
9. Brandeis, 12
10. Middlebury/Keene State, 9
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INSIDE THE NBA

ALEX BLOOM | PHILLY PHODDER

Jazz jump out to early lead in Northwest Division
Williams, Boozer and Okur lead Utah to the league’s best starting record at 6-1
BY

WILL HERBERICH
Daily Staff Writer

Good health has turned the Utah Jazz
from mere preseason contenders into the
real thing.
Led by second-year point guard Deron
Williams, the Jazz are 6-1 heading into
tonight’s game against the Los Angeles
Clippers, who lead the Pacific Division at
5-1.
Williams, last season’s third overall pick,
has exploded onto the scene by averaging
17 points and 8.7 assists per game, while
looking noticeably quicker and thinner
than last season.
In a game against the Boston Celtics
on Nov. 10, Williams scored 26 points
and dished out 14 assists. The following
night, he one-upped himself in both categories and helped the Jazz survive a 57point barrage from the Milwaukee Bucks’
Michael Redd by scoring 27 points to go
with his 15 assists. In the Jazz’s only loss
of the season, a 96-89 decision against the
New Jersey Nets on Wednesday, Williams
didn’t disappoint, scoring 14 and adding
five assists.
But Williams isn’t the only Jazz player
to finally play up to his potential. Power
forward Carlos Boozer struggled for two
seasons after signing a six-year, $68 million contract. This year, however, the 24year-old Boozer is averaging 21.9 points a
game, along with 12 rebounds.
Versatile center Mehmet Okur, another
player in whom the Jazz have invested a
great deal of money, has also impressed
so far this year, averaging just over 16
points a game. His ability to stretch the
opposing team’s defense with his shooting
prowess hasn’t stopped him from averaging over nine rebounds a game as well.
In the Jazz’s first two games — wins over
the Golden State Warriors and Detroit
Pistons — Okur reached double figures in
rebounds on both occasions.
The third member of the front line,
small forward Andrei Kirilenko, has struggled this season, averaging only 8.4 points
and 6.4 rebounds per game. Kirilenko
looks to be playing out of position at
small forward, but because of his size and
the length of his arms, he’s still been able
to average almost three blocks per game.
But Kirilenko’s status is uncertain after
he sprained his ankle in Saturday’s win
against the Bucks when he dove for a
loose ball and tangled with Milwaukee’s
Ersan Ilyasova in the second quarter.
But, as always, a silver lining exists: His
absence should award natural swingman
Matt Harpring with more minutes on the
floor and build the Jazz’s bench.
That bench features a perfect combination of youth and experience. Backup

Patriot games

A

ll is not well in Patriot-land.
I honestly thought the Patriots
were invincible. Now I’m not

a Patriots fan, but from the time I’ve
spent here in Boston, I’ve gathered that
Bill Belichick teaches courses at MIT in
the offseason because he’s bored, and
that Tom Brady is capable of walking on
water.

STEPHEN M. DOWELL/MCT

Utah Jazz forward Mehmet Okur leaps to block a shot by Orlando Magic forward Dwight
Howard in a Mar. 15 game in Orlando. Okur and the Jazz have jumped out to a 6-1 record
this year, the best mark in the NBA so far.
point guard Derek Fisher, now in his
10th season, has provided a spark off the
bench with his leadership on the court.
Youngster Ronnie Brewer, a 21-year-old
rookie out of the University of Arkansas,
is the heir apparent to shooting guard
Gordon Giricek, who missed the past two
games with a leg injury. If Giricek is out
for an extended period of time, Brewer
may have to step up sooner than expect-

ed.
If Utah can avoid serious injuries, it
may be poised to win its first division title
since 2000 during the Karl Malone/John
Stockton era.
But it won’t be easy for the Jazz to
avoid the type of season-killing injuries that have plagued their stars in the
see NBA, page 17

Top 10 | Quitters in Sports
It was a rough week to be a Republican. Not only did the Democrats take back a majority of the states’ governorships and control
of both the House and Senate, but Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld also shocked the world by resigning Wednesday afternoon, just
hours after the Democrats declared victory. That got us at the Daily thinking ... who in the world of sports is as cowardly as Rummy?
Surely, athletes can be quitters just like high-ranking cabinet officials, can’t they? Yes, as it turns out, they can. Take, for example, these
10 beauties:
10. Jonathan Papelbon, Francisco Liriano and Jered Weaver. This year’s AL Rookie of the Year race was shaping up to be competitive ... until these three quitters ruined it. Papelbon and Liriano got hurt, and Weaver just ... stopped pitching like a major leaguer.
What a letdown.
9. The Tennessee Titans. Did anyone see the Titans collapse against Baltimore this weekend? We’re not sure who’s a bigger quitter
... everyone on that pass defense for letting Steve McNair walk all over them or Vince Young for giving up at halftime.
8. Adrian Beltre. In a contract year in 2004, the guy finally lived up to his hype, smacking 48 homers and finishing second in the NL
MVP voting. After signing a $64 million contract with the Mariners that offseason, the third baseman decided he could ... just stop
trying. He hit just 19 home runs, and his batting average plummeted 79 points. Steroids much?
7. Boris Diaw. Diaw was voted the NBA’s Most Improved Player at the end of last season. But so far this year, his points, rebounds
and assists have all dropped dramatically, and his Suns are in last place at 2-5. Good thing there’s no Most Disappointing Player award.
He could win that one too.
6. Sandy Koufax. Koufax made six straight NL All-Star teams, won three Cy Youngs and an MVP and threw no-hitters in four straight
seasons, culminating in a perfect game in 1965. So what did he do in ‘66, go to Disney World? No. He retired. That’s right, he retired
at age 30. Give me a break.
5. Barry Sanders. Just like Koufax, he retired way too young. At the end of the 1998 season, Sanders was 30 and less than 1,500
rushing yards away from Walter Payton’s career record. Sounds like a perfect time to ... quit?
4. The Florida Marlins. The Marlins have won the World Series twice, in just 14 years of existence. But after each championship,
what do they do? Hold a firesale. After 1997, they unloaded Gary Sheffield, Kevin Brown, Moises Alou and Bobby Bonilla. Then after
2003, off went Derrek Lee, Pudge Rodriguez and Ugueth Urbina.
3. Steve Young. Who retires after just seven concussions? What a wuss.
2. The 2006 Red Sox. The Sox looked ready to win the AL East this year. Until August. Then came the Boston Massacre, part two.
August saw the Sox lose David Ortiz, Manny Ramirez, Jason Varitek, Trot Nixon, Alex Gonzalez, Wily Mo Pena, Coco Crisp, Curt
Schilling, the aforementioned Papelbon, Jon Lester and Tim Wakefield to injury. And that’s just the tip of the iceberg. Talk about a
collapse.
1. Michael Jordan. The only thing Jordan loved more than appearing in underwear commercials? Quitting. First he retired from the
Bulls in 1993, then again in ‘98. He then quit for a third time in 2003, as a Wizard. And when he wasn’t quitting basketball, he was
quitting baseball. Come on, MJ ... make up your mind.
— by Evans Clinchy

The last two weeks, however, have
me and the rest of New England wondering if Brady is a false prophet and
if Belichick is just another member of
MENSA. Something has gone wrong.
By now, almost every sports fan has
heard the statistic that the Patriots lost
back-to-back games for the first time
in 57 games. For a team that bowed out
early in the playoffs last season, the
question is whether this is just another
pothole on the road to a championship
or a wrong turn (I love sports metaphors).
Most people foresaw that the Patriots
might drop last Sunday’s game to the
Colts since it was not a meaningful game,
other than to pad Peyton Manning’s
reputation before his certain playoff
meltdown. But this past Sunday’s 17-14
loss to the Jets has to be a little more
disheartening. Couple those two losses
with the 17-7 spanking that the Pats
received at the hands of the Broncos in
Week 3, and suddenly things aren’t looking so good in New England.
Are we to dare question the plan of the
great Bill Belichick? Could it be possible
that he is not, in fact, capable of curing
cancer?
Maybe he should have had better game
plans than “We can’t beat the Broncos”
and “We’re going to stop running the ball
against Indy even though it’s working.”
Perhaps the Wise One should not have
let Deion Branch, Adam Vinatieri and
Willie McGinest walk so easily, staying
content at $10 million under the salary
cap. The three were all integral parts of
the Pats’ past championship teams, and
while Vinatieri did all he could to give
the Patriots a win against Indy, the Pats
are hurting without those three.
And how about Tommy? He isn’t really
struggling, but the team isn’t winning.
Where’s the great player that should be
manhandling opposing teams with his
poise and impressive good looks? Well,
maybe the last one doesn’t contribute to
his playoff skill, but it’s one of his best
qualities.
The star quarterback isn’t getting the
kind of protection he needs to make
plays, as demonstrated by the Jets’ four
sacks on Sunday. Additionally, when
your wide receivers are Reche Caldwell
and Doug Gabriel, it’s tough to find a
good target.
The Patriots, though, have not looked
like their dominating selves. They barely escaped a Jets comeback in Week 2
before getting destroyed again by Jake
Plummer and the Broncos in an embarrassing 17-7 home loss. Does anybody
else cringe seeing the name of Plummer
next to the word “destroyed?” As a nonPatriots fan, I laugh out loud, but Patriots
fans shouldn’t take it so lightly.
Sure, maybe the Pats lost to the Jets
because of bad weather and sloppy field
conditions. And Kevin Faulk’s botched
catch on the final drive probably cost
them at least overtime with the Colts.
But good teams, especially Super Bowl
teams, win those games. The Patriots of
the past, much to my own personal dismay, would have won those games.
This is not your normal Patriots team.
The big wins this season for the
Patriots have come over the Bengals,
Bills and Vikings in Weeks 4, 7 and 8,
respectively. Those three teams, though,
see BLOOM, page 17
Alex Bloom is a junior double majoring in
political science and english. You can reach
him at Alexander.Bloom@tufts.edu.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL PREVIEW

Smaller, more athletic Jumbos aim to sustain winning ways
After Martin’s graduation Tufts squad targets a return to the NCAA Tournament with strong, deep returning cast
BY

EVANS CLINCHY

Daily Editorial Board

A new school record for wins, a nearmiss at the NESCAC title and a storybook
trip to the national Sweet Sixteen is a
tough act to follow.
Last year, the men’s basketball team
put together the best season in the program’s history. The Jumbos won 23 games,
scored 2,480 points, won two NESCAC
Tournament games and won two NCAA
Tournament games — all Tufts records.
The team was led by a nucleus of
seven players, all of whom averaged over
20 minutes per game. Junior tri-captain
Dave Shepherd was a reliable point guard,
known for his clutch play in the final
minutes, and sophomore Ryan O’Keefe
was an athletic guard and a pure shooter.
Junior Brian Kumf was a physical small
forward and strong rebounder, while
senior tri-captain Brian Fitzgerald was
a defensive mainstay at power forward.
Sophomores Jake Weitzen and Jeremy
Black were consistent scorers coming off
the bench, giving the team added depth.
Thanks to the return of Fitzgerald, now
a graduate student using his final year of
eligibility, all six of these Jumbos are set
to return for the 2006-07 season. The only
missing piece of the puzzle is former tricaptain Dan Martin, the Jumbos’ center
and go-to inside man who led the team
in points, rebounds and blocks.
Six of the Jumbos’ seven stars are
returning, but the question remains —
does this year’s team have the depth to
return to the NCAA Tournament? Last
year’s lineup was seven-deep, but coach
Bob Sheldon is hoping that number will
grow this season.
“We’re going to be a lot deeper this
year,” Sheldon said. “Last year, we started
out with 10 or 11, and then we narrowed
it down. But this year, we’ve got some
young guys, and we’ve got some guys
coming back, so we hope to play 10 or 11
a game.”
The new-look Jumbos include five
freshmen and one transfer, sophomore
Jon Pierce, who joins the Jumbos from
Drew University. But the bulk of the minutes will still go to the returning six-man
core.
With Martin gone, the Jumbos will move
Kumf to power forward and Fitzgerald to
center. Shepherd and O’Keefe will be the
Jumbos’ top two guards, while Weitzen,
who came off the bench last year to finish

DAILY FILE PHOTO

Senior forward Jason Grauer shoots over the outstretched arms of Bates junior guard Pat Halloran in
the Jumbos’ win over the Bobcats on Feb. 4. The Jumbos and Bobcats should be two of the NESCAC’s
top teams this season, as both are looking to dethrone the defending champion Amherst Lord Jeffs.
as the team’s second-leading scorer, will
move into the starting lineup as a for-

five, and with several players shifting up
a spot, the Jumbo lineup is clearly getting
smaller.
“I’m worried about it,” Sheldon said
of the team’s size. “Dan only got seven
or eight rebounds a game, but he was a
presence. He was good for defense, and
if we had to get a rebound, we knew he’d
get us one. So we’re really concentrating
on rebounding and playing D.”
And while the Jumbo lineup isn’t towering, it is physical, with its top seven all
weighing in at over 190 lbs.
“If you look down the line, we’re pretty
thick,” Shepherd said. “Our first seven
guys — we’re not tall, but we’re pretty big.
The physical part, I’m not worried about.
Rebounding could be a problem the early
part of the season, though.”
The Jumbos, who only set their 200607 roster two weeks ago, are just days
away from their first test of the season.
This weekend Cousens Gym plays host to
the Tufts Tip-Off Tournament, as Lasell,
Endicott and Rhode Island College come
to town Friday night. The Jumbos play
Lasell at 7 p.m.
“It’ll be good to start the season at
home rather than on the road,” Shepherd
said. “Cousens Gymnasium is one of the
best places to play in New England.”
The start of the season comes in a hurry
for the Jumbos whose roster includes five
freshmen, one transfer and two football
players (sophomores Aaron Gallant and
Az Adhanom) who just finished their fall
season at Middlebury on Saturday afternoon.
“It’s a little rocky, because right now
there’s 15 guys on the team, and six of
them are brand new,” Sheldon said. “That
leaves nine guys. They provide the leadership, and they know what we’re about.
So that helps the transition.”
The Jumbos begin the first two months
of the season with games against nonconference opponents, which should give
them plenty of warm-up time before the
NESCAC schedule kicks off Jan. 12 with a
game against Amherst at Cousens.
Last year’s team won 10 of its first 12
games but ran into trouble once the conference schedule began, losing early on
to Bowdoin and Williams. The Jumbos are
hoping to out-perform their 6-3 conference record of last season. According to
Shepherd, this year’s team is looking for
nothing less than a conference title.

ward. Weitzen, who stands 6’3”, is taking
the place of the 6’8” Martin in the starting

see MEN’S BASKETBALL, page 17

Graduate student Fitzgerald returns Weitzen to leave sixthto use his remaning year of eligibility man role for starting job
BY

2005-06 leading scorer to have increased role

BEN SIMON

Daily Staff Writer

BY

Fans at Cousens Gym might
be doing a double-take this
weekend. Starting at center in
the Tufts lineup will be Brian
Fitzgerald — last year’s senior
tri-captain.
No, he didn’t miss a graduation requirement — Fitzgerald,
a Master’s student in biomedical engineering, is using his
remaining year of eligibility
for the basketball program and
returning to the team for another season.
The decision to return to the
team was an easy one for the
Jumbo big man who is eager
to get the team back in line for
a repeat of the 2005-06 NCAA
Tournament run.
“There were a lot of factors in
coming back,” said Fitzgerald,
who averaged 5.4 points and 5.7
rebounds a game last season.
“Last year was a great experience for me and the rest of the

MATT MERTENS

Daily Staff Writer

DAILY FILE PHOTO

While junior Jake Weitzen (right, shooting) cracks the starting lineup
for the first time in his Tufts career, Brian Fitzgerald, a Master’s student,
returns this winter with a final year of eligibility for one last go-around.
team.”
Fitzgerald did not play basketball his freshman year — he
walked onto the team as a

sophomore — so he graduated
last year with another year of
see FITZGERALD, page 17

Junior forward Jake Weitzen
is much more than a sixth
man, and he’s ready to prove
it.
Weitzen, who stands 6’3”
and weighs in at 265 pounds,
is the leading scorer among
returners to the men’s basketball team. He averaged 15
points per game last season
— despite never starting a
game and ranking sixth on
the team in minutes played.
Now, with the graduation of
former tri-captain center Dan
Martin, Weitzen will finally get
his chance to join the starting
five.
Weitzen is a nightmare for
opposing defenses. With his
size and strength, he can post
up smaller defenders inside,
but against larger defenders he’ll step out and shoot

the three — he did so at a
sparkling 47 percent clip last
year, the third-best mark in
the NESCAC. Double-teaming Weitzen has its own perils,
as he’s not afraid to find an
open teammate for a basket.
He averaged 2.8 assists per
game last year, which was the
highest average among all
NESCAC forwards.
All this offensive potency
comes from a guy who looks
like he should be putting on
shoulder pads rather than a
basketball jersey.
“It’s the story of my life,”
Weitzen said with a laugh. “A
lot of times, it works to my
advantage because they can’t
believe a guy my size can step
out and hit a jumper. High
school was even better. Teams
wouldn’t guard me, even after
I had been scoring all day on
see WEITZEN, page 17

