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Senate race mobilizes youth
BY

MARTHA SHANAHAN
Contributing Writer

Sudan Before and After 2011
AALOK KANANI/TUFTS DAILY

Roger Winter, the deputy secretary of state’s special representative from 2001 to
2006, last night delivered the Institute for Global Leadership’s Dr. Jean Mayer Award
Global Citizenship Lecture. The presentation, entitled “Sudan Before and After 2011”
featured Winter and Ezekiel Lol Gatkuoth, the North American representative of the
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement.

Volunteer program Somerville LIFT
profits from national restructuring
BY

CARA PALEY

Contributing Writer

The Somerville branch of the organization formerly known as National
Student Partnerships is sporting a new
brand after a national restructuring conferred additional attention and resources on the local office.
LIFT, as the organization is now
called, shut down its offices last spring
in Richmond, Baltimore, New Haven and
Pittsburgh with the goal of redistributing its resources to other locations. Staff
at the national headquarters decided to
concentrate the organization’s efforts on
five core cities: New York, Washington,
D.C., Chicago, Philadelphia and Boston.
LIFT locations in Cambridge and
Somerville — the only two offices
in the Boston area — are set to gain
from this reallocation, according to Liz
Copeland, a development associate at
LIFT’s national office headquarters in
Washington, D.C.
“We could really make an impact on
the communities and be a known trust
service in these areas,” Copeland said.
“We wanted to make sure we could
devote the staff, resources and support
to these existing geographies.”
LIFT, founded as National Student

Partnerships by two Yale students in
1998, engages well-trained college students in its mission to decrease poverty
in local communities. Involved students
work personally with low-income residents to help them address immediate
needs and ultimately establish a lasting
system of support.
Students help clients locate jobs and
update their resumes, along with a variety of other services such as assisting in
public housing applications and eviction issues, obtaining food stamps and
analyzing benefit options.
Increased focus on the Boston-area
LIFT offices may translate into more
personnel in addition to more resources.
The organization hopes to hire a Boston
regional executive director, a national
representative who will help to establish
new community partnerships and allocate efforts towards fundraising and rebranding, according to Colleen Flynn,
LIFT’s national director of communications and media.
“We are looking to dive deeper
within our organizations,” Flynn
said. “In our regions, we will now be
able to serve more clients, work more
stations and recruit more volunteers
see LIFT, page 2

Candidates in the race for the U.S. Senate
seat vacated following Edward Kennedy’s
death have been taking advantage of the
enthusiasm of college students to aid the
momentum of their campaigns leading up to
the Dec. 8 party primaries.
From Democratic frontrunner Martha
Coakley to Republican contender Scott Brown
(LA ’81), candidates have visited college campuses, run special programs for students and
tried to make young people a key to their electoral success.
Most student involvement thus far has consisted of spreading the word about candidates,
registering voters and gathering signatures to
help the campaigns reach the 10,000-signature requirement for securing a place on the
ballot, according to Tufts Democrats President
Andrea Lowe.
“So far all of the campaigns have recognized the importance of mobilizing young
people for their cause,” said Lowe, a senior.
College students, while statistically on the
smaller side in terms of registered voters, offer
campaigns free labor, doing a lot of brunt
work as candidates prepare for the primaries.
“Vote-wise, we’re not the ones who will
determine this race,” said sophomore John
Peter Kaytrosh, an active member of the

AALOK KANANI/TUFTS DAILY

Sophomore Seth Rau is an intern for Martha
Coakley’s U.S. Senate campaign.
Tufts Democrats. He believes that college students can make a difference because they are
inherently wired to volunteer on campaigns.
“We’re young, we’re energetic, we’re engaged
and we want to build our resumés,” he said.
see CAMPAIGNS, page 2

Tomorrow is final day for print card conversion
Students have until the end of the day
tomorrow to turn remaining funds on old print
cards into JumboCash.
The deadline is part of the university’s transition from the old system of Conway print cards
and readers to a newer one that accepts only
JumboCash, the currency of the debit program
run by Dining Services.
The new setup, which features a touchscreen interface at every printing station,
allows students to pay using their student
identification cards.
The conversion marks yet another step in the
effort to streamline methods of payment across
Tufts’ campuses, which previously saw the elimination of Dining Dollars vending points in favor
of the unified JumboCash system.
To obtain JumboCash for old print cards on
the Medford/Somerville campus, students can
bring their Conway cards and student IDs to
the Tisch Administration Office in Tisch Library
or to the Ginn Library.
Students on the Boston and Grafton campuses can complete the changeover at their
respective libraries, according to Tisch Library
Administrator Paulette Johnson. The Lilly
Music Library, located in the Granoff Music
Center, is not equipped to handle the transition, she said.

According to Johnson, with both a student
ID and a Conway print card in hand, the conversion process takes only moments.
So far, the process has proceeded smoothly,
said Christine Kittle, head of library information
technology support.
“We’ve had students come in pretty regularly” to exchange cards for JumboCash, Kittle
said.
Kittle reported that the flow of students
has been slow this week, a phenomenon she
attributed to students’ increasing familiarity
with the new system.
“Most people have already needed to use a
printer or copier” by this point in the semester
and have already become acquainted with the
new setup, Kittle said.
If students miss Friday’s deadline, they will
still have a chance to convert their Conway
cards for a period of time at the beginning of
the spring semester, as the university plans to
open up the process again to accommodate
students returning from study abroad programs. Additional windows of time may also
be arranged, Johnson said.
The Tisch Administration Office is open from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. tomorrow.
— by Matt Repka

Carmichael Chili Fest feeds firefighters, police officers and students
BY

MONICA MOWERY

Contributing Writer

Students craving chili at
Carmichael Dining Hall yesterday were at the right place.
Spicy food was in no short
supply as the eatery’s annual
Station House Chili Fest treated 107 local firefighters and
police officers to lunch alongside Tufts students.
“5 Alarm Chili,” “Fire House
Style Chili,” “Cincinnati Chili”
and “Chunky Chicken Chili”
— not to mention a couple of
other chili-related menu items
— graced the menu yesterday,

along with “The Fire Marshall
Burger,” “Station House Pizza”
and “Felony & Smokin’ Fries.”
Police officers and firefighters from both Somerville and
Medford turned out for the
Chili Fest, and a few displays
in the dining hall educated
passers-by about fire hazards
and public safety services.
The meal serves as a way to
thank police officers and firefighters for “being there when
we need them,” Carmichael
Unit Manager Dave Kelley
said.
The Station House Chili
Fest started eight years ago,

when Kelley decided to start a
“monotony breaker” by serving chili to students and firefighters for lunch one day in
October.
The first year the dining hall
put on the special meal, fewer
than 30 firefighters showed
up, Kelley said. At the time,
the lunch was called “We’re
Smokin’,” but Carmichael
changed the name after organizers began inviting police
officers.
Since that first lunch in 2001,
the Chili Fest has become one

Inside this issue

see CHILI, page 2
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A display at yesterday’s Station House Chili Fest at Carmichael Dining
Hall educated diners as they lunched on various types of chili.

Today’s Sections

Researchers at Tufts
find that eliminating
carbohydrates from
one’s diet affects memory and cognition.

Today’s
Weekender
feature focuses on
vintage clothing and
housewares boutique
in Davis Square.

see FEATURES, page 3

see WEEKENDER, page 5
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LIFT connects college students with residents to help alleviate poverty
LIFT
continued from page 1

from different universities. The sky is
the limit.”
The organization retired the National
Student Partnerships name in July in favor of
LIFT, a title that more strongly denotes activism and mutual community relationships.
“The old title was a little confusing with
the whole ‘national’ aspect, since we’re
just working in local communities,” Flynn
said. “The name LIFT is quick, concise
and more representative of our work. It’s a
more powerful name.”
Junior Emily Spooner, a LIFT Somerville
volunteer, said the new name better
describes the group’s purpose.
“We wanted to make the name much
more active,” Spooner said. “The organization is about ‘lifting’ communities.”
Spooner said that college students are
uniquely adapted to effectively assist LIFT
clients in need.
“[As] college students, we have a lot of
resources and a lot of skills to help clients,”
she said. “We know to use Craigslist.com,
we know how to use different resources
and we know how to make the system
work for us,” she said.

The name change is just one way LIFT
hopes to improve its image. The organization is also investing significant resources
in other promotional efforts, especially
online.
“We’ve become stronger with social
media,” Flynn said. “We’re revamping our
Web site and taking advantage of different
collateral materials to connect with more
community and university organizations.”
Spooner believes the new online resources will greatly facilitate volunteer efforts in
the future. “Right now, all of the resources
are in the office, so it’s hard to research for
clients ahead of time,” she said. “This way,
when we help clients, it doesn’t have to
be in the office. It’s a very nice change the
office is looking to make.”
Volunteering at LIFT enables college
students to dive into “real world” issues
and dilemmas, Spooner said.
“The best thing about it is it gets you
outside of the Tufts bubble and into the
Somerville community,” Spooner said.
“Many Tufts students associate Somerville
with just Davis [Square]. It doesn’t really
tell you about the community we’re a part
of. I live here and am part of this community while I go [to Tufts].”

COURTESY LIFT

The non-profit organization National Student Partnerships became LIFT in July. “The organization is about ‘lifting’ communities,” said LIFT Somerville volunteer Emily Spooner, a junior.

Candidates reach out to students to assist with campaigns
CAMPAIGNS
continued from page 1

“We’re coming to and from classrooms where
we’re learning good campaign strategies and
we’re learning how to reach people.”
Alan Khazei, a Democrat who entered the
race on Sept. 24, has become one of the most
enthusiastic recruiters of student volunteers.
Khazei lacks the same name recognition
enjoyed by other candidates, according to
Lowe, and has tried to make up ground on his
opponents by focusing on young voters.
“Khazei will rely on the 18-to-30 demographic as a solid base more” than the other
candidates, Lowe said. “His campaign has had
much more of a grassroots style.”
Khazei’s campaign has tried to appeal to
younger voters by emphasizing his background in public service. He is the founder of
Be the Change, a Boston-based political activism organization, and the co-founder of the
youth service project City Year.
The campaign is “really about releasing
the potential of young people,” Khazei’s
wife, Vanessa Kirsch (LA ’87), told the Daily
during a Khazei campaign stop at Tufts on
Oct. 8. Kircsch has herself founded several
non-profit organizations.
Coakley, the Massachusetts attorney general widely considered to have a strong lead
in the Democratic race, has been holding
weekly “college nights” for students at her
Charlestown, Mass., headquarters. At the
events, about 20 to 30 participants phone
bank, calling other college students and
encouraging them to become involved,

according to campaign intern Seth Rau.
“It’s an opportunity for [students] to
help with the campaign and not feel like
they’re the only ones,” said Rau, a sophomore. The campaign sees college students
as a smaller group of the general population, he added.
Meanwhile, on the other side of the
aisle, Massachusetts State Sen. Brown
has been appealing to Tufts students
through the Tufts Republicans, according
to Michael Hawley, who served as president of the group last year.
“I received e-mails from the campaign asking me to gather volunteers to gather signatures as soon as he declared that he was running,” said Hawley, a junior.
Several students became interested in
Brown’s politics after he spoke at Tufts last year
about a Massachusetts plan to divest funds
from Iran, Hawley said.
A number of Democratic candidates have
also included Tufts’ Medford/Somerville campus in their campaign plans.
Khazei’s campus visit on Oct. 8 came as part
of a tour of Massachusetts colleges. His visit
was the second in a series of talks to take place
at universities across the state.
Michael Capuano, Jr., son of U.S. Rep.
and primary candidate Mike Capuano
(D-Mass.), spoke at the Oct. 6 meeting of
the Tufts Democrats. The elder Capuano’s
district includes sections of Tufts’ Medford/
Somerville campus, and the Capuano campaign will a some role at the Nov. 3 Tufts
Democrats meeting, according to Lowe.

In addition, Coakley campaign manager
Kevin Conroy (A ’94) and other campaign
workers plan to attend an Oct. 20 Tufts
Democrats meeting.
However, not all outreach on the part
of candidates has involved campus visits,
rallies and student volunteering. All contenders are active on Facebook.com and
Twitter.com in some capacity, although
some are more reliant on the online community than others.
Khazei’s camaign updates his status and
adds pictures and discussion topics to his
Facebook page almost daily. Matt Shapanka
(LA ’09), who worked for Coakley’s 2006 attorney general campaign and has some ties to
her current run, told the Daily that Facebook.
com and Twitter.com are “alive and well” in
the leading Democrat’s campaign.
For one Tufts student, the candidates’ level
of outreach and accessibility to college students
influenced his decision of whom to help.
Sophomore Tim Lesinski originally hoped
to volunteer for Congressman Mike Capuano
but found the campaign’s presence on campus
and online to be “incredibly disorganized.”
“They didn’t respond to my requests to help
them out in a timely manner, and they didn’t
really seem to have any strategy for student
outreach,” said Lesinski, who made the switch
to the Khazei campaign.
Capuano has focused his campaign
on the needs of the permanent citizens of
Massachusetts and less on those of college
students, who often choose to vote in their outof-state hometowns, according to Kaytrosh.

Students, police
and firefighters
mingle over chili
CHILI
continued from page 1

of the dining hall’s largest yearly
events. Yesterday, Carmichael served
a total of 1,057 meals during the
four-hour lunch, 950 of those to students, according to Kelley.
October is Fire Prevention Month,
and Kelley said that the lunch serves
as a good way to remind students
about safety on campus.
Wayne Springer, the fire marshal
at Tufts, ran a display of fire hazards
at the lunch that featured an overloaded outlet and a Campbell’s soup
can melted on a stove burner.
The Tufts University Police
Department had a table set up with
whistles and personal-safety information.
Springer said the 5 Alarm Chili was
“excellent” and that the Carmichael
staff did “a good job” with the food.
Rob Stefanik, dining service manager at Carmichael, said the most
popular special item was probably
the Cincinnati Chili. He praised the
firefighters and police officers who
attended yesterday.
“They have tough jobs to do,” he
said.

Interested in social networking?
On Twitter all day?

The Daily is searching for a social networking chair to spearhead
online outreach via Twitter and other Web forums.
E-mail editor@tuftsdaily.com to learn more.
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Fulfilling the football fantasy, oﬀ the field
Leagues increasingly popular on and oﬀ campus thanks to Internet
BY

KERIANNE OKIE

Daily Editorial Board

For the average student, Monday nights
typically consist of trying to get a jump
on the week’s work and perhaps taking a
break to watch some prime time television.
But for students who play fantasy football,
Monday night is football night, and the
beginning of the week has a completely
different meaning.
Fantasy football started in 1962, when a
group of reporters and employees traveling
on the Oakland Raiders’ bus decided to
hatch out a league for their own enjoyment.
Today, with the accessibility of the Internet,
fantasy football is becoming increasingly popular, with the number of players
across the country approaching 30 million,
according to some estimates.
“The Internet has made [fantasy football]
much more accessible,” Nicol Addison,
Yahoo! Sports spokeswoman, said. “A lot
of people that traditionally wouldn’t have
played because of the time … now don’t
have to use Excel files and fax machines
and compute all the scores because you
have services that do that for you.”
For instance, online outlets like Yahoo!
Fantasy Sports Football provide live scoring, updating teams and leagues on their
statistics automatically.
And while avid football fans make up
much of the participants, anyone can play.
“I think it’s interesting how … a lot
of people who do it aren’t the biggest
football fans in the world … but they still
play fantasy football,” said Zach Groen, a

COURTESY ESPN.COM

The Internet has transformed fantasy sports from a stat-heavy exercise to a fun activity for
novices and fanatics alike.
senior who plays in a league with other
students from Tufts and is a senior staff
writer for the Daily.
One reason the sport is so accessible is
that it does not really take a lot of skill to
play — at least on a basic level. Though
managing can get as complicated as the
individual wants it to be, the basic concept
of fantasy football is simple.

After drafting, league participants manage their players based on their actual
game statistics. These “managers” take
out injured players, predict which ones
are going to improve the team and make
trades with other teams. Most of the actual
gameplay occurs online, where different
see FANTASY FOOTBALL, page 4

Psych study concludes low-carbohydrate diets affect memory
ROSANNA XIA

Contributing Writer

Pizza, pasta and Hodgdon muffins
are often among the first to go when
beginning a weight-loss diet. However,
think again before you congratulate
yourself for having only a cup of coffee for breakfast for the third day in a
row. An unbalanced diet affects more
than just your body weight.
A recent study conducted by members of the Tufts psychology department found that cutting out carbohydrates in a diet can have immediate
impacts on memory and thinking.
The study, "Low-carbohydrate
weight-loss diets: Effects on cognition and mood," appeared in the
February 2009 edition of the journal
Appetite. Psychology Professor Holly
Taylor led the study in collaboration with Psychology Professor Robin
Kanarek, former undergraduate Kara
Watts and Research Associate Kristen
D’Anci.
The group followed 19 women aged
22 to 49, 10 of whom began a traditional low-carb diet and nine of
whom began a balanced, reducedcalorie diet. Throughout the study, the
researchers compared the women’s
cognitive performance levels by conducting a series of tests on short-term
and long-term memory, spatial memory and visual attention.
During the first week of the diet,
the women on the low-carb diet had
slower reaction times and showed a
gradual decrease in performance on
memory tests compared to those on
the low-calorie diet.
“We used fairly standard tests of
memory. A digit-span test: forward
order or a backward order, spatial
learning tasks … All tests that are
well-validated for testing memory and
thinking,” Kanarek said.
“What we did was we first tested
all the women … before they started
the diets so we had a baseline,” Taylor
said. “For the first week they had to

The
secret
key

T

Forgoing bread impacts dieters’ thinking
BY

GRIFFIN PEPPER | EIGHT GIRLS AND A GUY

A new study has found that carbohydrates are important for mental cognition.
eliminate all carbohydrates from their
diet like any [low-carb] diet. We then
looked at their memory and attention
three days after, a week after and two
weeks after.”
“The women were allowed to introduce a few carbs like fruits and whole

MCT

grains in week two. [ We noted that]
when they reintroduced some carbs
into their diets, the women returned
to normal levels,” she said.
“Basically after the women on the
see MEMORY, page 4

wo weeks ago, a girl asked me
on a date. Or at least I thought
she did. She texted me asking,
“Dinner soon?”
I was confused. I was excited at the
prospect of going to dinner with an awesome person, but perhaps I was mistaking
a normal dinner at the Commons for a
real-person restaurant date. I kept second-guessing myself, going through her
texts, reading between the lines. Finally, I
went to my housemates for some muchneeded advice.
My girl friends have always been there
to offer some opposite-sex perspective on
confusing co-ed interactions. Sometimes
their sage wisdom can solve all of my problems. Other times their advice introduces
another concern, which only makes the
situation more stressful.
But I continue to hope their collective
perspectives will offer some unknown
insight into the female psyche. I feel like
an archaeologist digging for the secret to
romantic interaction, the cipher for the
awkward pre-date period, the Rosetta Stone
of text messages and vague flirtation.
Sometimes, what I dig up is more trouble than it’s worth.
The texter wasn’t a close friend; we
knew each other from a class and we
had a number of mutual friends. Not the
brand of friend that casually asks to meet
for dinner to catch up.
So I approached my housemates and
asked for their opinions. I tried not to
lead the questioning. “I got this text today.
Kinda weird, right?”
Some responded innocently enough.
“It’s just dinner, Griff. What’s the big
deal?” I explained the situation in a bit
more depth. Another was convinced
that it was a date.
“But what if it is just another casual dinner at Dewick?” I whined. “Do I meal her
in? Is that reading into it too much? And if
it is a date, do I choose the restaurant? Do I
order for her?”
My housemates looked at me with disgust. “You sound like a girl, Griff.”
In my defense, most guys do think about
all of this stuff. We’re usually just as nervous about these interactions as girls are.
And sometimes we think about things too
much, seize up under the pressure and
aren’t proactive when we should be.
The girls let loose and fired advice my
way. “You should choose the setting. That
puts you in control of the situation.” “And
you should drive. Can you borrow someone’s car?” “And you should pay. That’s
a definite sign that it was a date.” “Be
conversational, but don’t be overbearing. Laugh at her jokes, but only laugh if
they’re funny.” “Take her to a museum, or
go on a walk by the Charles.” “Kiss her.”
“Don’t kiss her.”
It went on and on. Was the key to success buried somewhere in that endless
stream of girl-consciousness? They were
forcing their ideal date dreams onto me.
But with so much contrasting advice,
I wouldn’t be able to enjoy the date. I
would be filtering through my index of girl
insight, trying to hook on to the cipher that
might or might not be there.
So I forgot about all of their advice.
She picked me up. I chose the restaurant.
There was no lull in the conversation. We
laughed a lot. We split the bill. We went
for a short walk. I kissed her goodnight. It
was pretty wonderful.
My housemates have very strong, very
different perspectives on life. And I love
hearing them all. I’ll keep asking them for
their opinions, but sometimes I have to
remember that the key is just going with
the flow. And that’s the cipher I’ve been
searching for.

Griffin Pepper is a senior majoring in
political science. He can be reached at
Griffin.Pepper@tufts.edu.
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Fantasy Football leagues good for
entertainment and bragging rights
FANTASY FOOTBALL

Student Services Representative Matthew
Duncan explained that fantasy football is
a great way to keep in contact with friends
and get some relief from the commotion of
everyday life.
“Everyone’s lives are so crazy,” he said.
“It’s nice to have an excuse to get together.”
Duncan plays in three different leagues
— one with Tufts Student Services, one
with a group of his friends in Boston
and another with his cousins who live
in California and Virginia. He noted that
the competition is a good way to keep in
touch with people he might not see otherwise. “You get to talk to people that you
wouldn’t talk to normally,” he said.
Addison echoed this opinion. “It allows
people to stay connected with each other
even if they [aren’t] in the same physical location,” she said. “What we have on Yahoo! is a
lot of people that aren’t located in the same
vicinity — so you have friends from college
that’ll play together or former co-workers —
and it allows people to stay in touch.”
Some groups also choose to put money
on their games in order to make them more
interesting.
Yahoo! Fantasy Football is sponsoring a
competition this season between 11 different mayors from across the country. The
mayors will go head-to-head each week,
vying to win $15,000 to donate to a local
sports charity in their city.
On a slightly smaller scale, the players in
Groen’s group of 12 throw down $30 each
per season. But win or lose, Groen said, it’s
worth every penny.
“It provides three months of entertainment for 30 dollars,” he said.
Perhaps more important than anything
else, however, is the ability to earn bragging rights.
“I like the trash talk, and you get to be creative with your team names,” Duncan said.
“And there’s usually one person in the league
who’s kind of obnoxious, and you don’t want
them to win.”
“My team is 63 and 0 right now,” Fender
said. “No big deal.”

continued from page 3

providers calculate statistics to see whose
team comes out on top in a given week.
“Basically the idea is that it’s the same as a
national football team,” senior Kevin Fender
said. “You’re the head coach, you choose
each position [and] your players.”
One of the most entertaining aspects
of playing may be the draft itself. Various
leagues have their own draft-night traditions, but a common theme among them
seems to be beer, meat and some good
healthy competition.
“Our tradition is that we usually get a keg
and order a lot of wings, and we all gather
in my friend’s living room, and everyone
has their computers out,” Groen said. “It
gets [really] fun. The first couple of rounds
go by pretty quickly because everyone kind
of knows who they want, and then people
start really trying to search for some lesserknown names,” at which point, he said, the
heavy competition sets in.
Fantasy football is popular among avid
fans not only for the competitive aspect,
but also because it brings new meaning to
professional football itself.
“I’m a huge football fan to begin with; I
love the NFL and I always have … but the
nice thing about fantasy football is that
it puts a lot of emphasis on games that
wouldn’t really matter,” Groen said. “So you
have a game like … the [Cleveland] Browns
versus the Cincinnati Bengals, and no one
cares about that game unless you live in
either of those two cities. But if you [had]
Braylon Edwards [when he was] a receiver for the Browns, you might watch that
game or at least follow the score online and
actually care about [seeing] if he’s going to
have an impact on that game and therefore
impact your fantasy team.”
Fantasy football is also a great opportunity to take a break from the daily grind,
and thus participation has become vastly
popular among employees in offices. Tufts
Student Services has its own league, and the
competition can get pretty fierce.
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Low-carb diets may impair memory
MEMORY
continued from page 3

low-carb diet reintroduced a few
carbs into their diets, the difference
in the memory test results between
the two groups weren’t that big anymore,” Kanarek said.
As to why low-carb diets affected
memory, the researchers point to the
fact that severe carbohydrate restriction reduces the amount of available
glucose — the brain’s primary fuel —
in the body. Glucose is not stored, but
produced when the body breaks down
carbohydrates. The converted carbohydrates are then immediately used as
energy by nerve cells in the brain.
“The reason we started with [this]
hypothesis is because we knew the brain
uses carbohydrates, especially glucose,
as fuel. And we thought if we eliminated
the fuel source, people would do poorer
cognitively,” Kanarek said.
Although the reaction times and
memory performances of the lowcarb dieters were poorer than those of
the low-calorie dieters, the low-carb
dieters demonstrated better results in
attention-related tasks. These results
are consistent with other studies that
show that high-protein or high-fat
diets can improve attention in the
short-term.
Many students’ impressions of how
carbohydrates affect mental performance seem to support the study’s
conclusions.
“Isn’t the normal study-crave food
pizza, chips or anything carb-related?” Sarah Gregg, a junior at Santa
Clara University, asked. “At least for
me, my downfall during finals is
Wheat Thins.”
When asked why researchers only
tested women in the study, Taylor
explained that women are the ones
who are more likely to go on diets.
“It was a senior honors thesis and it
was easier to get women than men for
the study. [So], we tested only women
for practical reasons,” Kanarek said. “But
it would be important to look at men as

well. [However], I think it’s a fairly general conclusion that we all need a healthy
amount of carbs in our diet.”
“Although the study had a modest sample size, the results showed a
clear difference in cognitive performance as a function of diet,” Taylor
said in a public press release.
Nancy Shrodes, a Tufts junior who
has tried diets that include regulated
carbohydrate consumption, said that
although she did not notice any specific cognitive effects, she has noticed
some other physical effects as a result
of the diet.
“I felt weaker and maybe less energetic … and I wasn’t lifting the same
amount of weight that I normally
could,” she said. “It was really frustrating and I’m pretty sure it was
because of the diet.”
However, some students feel that
carbohydrates do not always benefit
the mind.
“I agree that [carbs take away from
studying and doing homework], but
I also feel like if I over-carb, I actually have more trouble completing
tasks because I crash from the sugar
rush,” Elizabeth Houston, a junior at
Pennsylvania State University, said.
“When I’m not in training [for sports],
I really don’t need a lot [of carbs].”
According to Kanarek, the U.S. government has not released an official
recommended allowance of daily carbohydrates. However, it is clear to
researchers that carbohydrates are crucial for people to function normally.
“Basically, we need to have some
carbs in our diet. We need them to
think,” Taylor said.
“The basic take-away point is ...
not to go on these really extreme
diets,” Kanarek said. “[This is because
of ] several problems: people can’t
maintain them, and the diets don’t
give them the variety of food they
need. And it appears that it impairs
cognitive performance. So the study
indicates that it could have some
influence on learning.”

Center of South Asian and Indian Ocean Studies Presents

Poetics of Transgression: Josh Malihabadi and the Aesthetics of
Memory in South Asia
Lecture by: Professor Akbar Hyder ( University of Texas- Austin)
October 15, 2009, 5.30pm Goddard 310, Crowe Room-Fletcher School

Pasta Pisa &
Café De Crepe
Pasta, Pizza, Subs, Crepes, and
more.

Tuft’s Students don’t forget we
accept Tufts Points and Jumbo
cash, after 1 PM weekends &
7 PM weekdays
We deliver breakfast everyday
until 3PM
Mention this ad and get a free
Mini Pesto Bread with any order
over $10.00
(781) 391-2030
Order online at Foodler.com
and Campusfood.com
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Lost and Found

’Artifaktori’ brings an eclectic mix of antiques and vintage clothing to Davis Square
BY

CHARISSA NG

Daily Editorial Board

Although fashion is known
to take more risks in cosmopolitan cities like Paris and
New York, vintage shops have
slowly been making their way
to Boston over the last couple
of years. In fact, vintage stores
seem to have found their niche
in Davis Square, which is now
home to consignment and thrift
shops like Poor Little Rich Girl,
Goodwill and more recently, Artifaktori Vintage and the
Buffalo Exchange. In with the
old, make it new.
In the fashion world, nothing ever stays in style for long.
Something that’s hot one minute suddenly becomes passé the
next. But what’s so great about
fashion — or so unfortunate, in
the case of the current leggingsas-pants fad — is that trends

are always recycled. Every few
years, designers find themselves reinventing old fashion
trends and breathing new life
into them with their modernday interpretations, creating a
chic, “new” look for the season.
For those who can’t afford the
latest designer goods, shopping
at vintage stores is always a great
alternative.
Most people would scoff at
the idea of wearing anything old
and worn, but as the saying goes,
one person’s trash is another
person’s treasure. These fashion
throwbacks have inspired many
young, style-savvy shoppers to
embrace the clothing and accessories of the past. Looking for
a bit of edge, fashion-forward
individuals find themselves
rummaging through their attics
in search of their mother’s killer
red leather pumps from the ’80s,
or sifting through thrift shops
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for a ‘60s dress with a fun, bright
floral print.
Bringing vintage to Davis
Whether looking for that
one-of-a-kind piece to make a
bold statement or simply taking a trip down memory lane,
Artifaktori Vintage in Davis
Square is the perfect place to
start. With its carefully crafted displays of vintage art,
antiques, clothing and accessories, Artifaktori’s cozy space
is filled with a myriad of treasures and blasts from the past
in every nook and cranny.
Owner and curator Amy
Berkowitz opened Artifaktori in
Davis Square in the spring of
2008. The idea behind the shop
originated from Berkowitz’s past
experiences as an artist.
“While I was in art school I got
into antiques, and I just found
that I was very inspired by historical objects,” said Berkowitz.
“I think I’m just obsessed with
the stuff and rescuing it, giving it
a new lease on life kind of thing
and seeing how it can fit into
today’s day and age.”
Artifaktori’s selection ranges from turn-of-the-century
Austrian vases and original
prints to vintage clothing and
accessories in a mix of vibrant
colors and patterns. The charm
and feel of the history behind
each item is overwhelming — in
the best way possible — from
the first step into the store.
Berkowitz selects pieces by
means of estate sales, auctions,
vintage wholesalers, consignment and house calls.
“We tend to like really crazy

things,” said Berkowitz.
Berkowitz chooses her pieces
with extreme care. According
to Berkowitz’s assistant and
Artifaktori’s jack-of-all-trades,
Amanda Williams, “We rarely
take anything that [was made]
within the last 10 to 15 years
just because it doesn’t really go
with the image and vibe that
we’re trying to create here. We
admire a lot of the older clothing
because of the craftsmanship,
the thought and time that goes
into it and the quality of the fabrics that they use.”
While other vintage stores
have items arbitrarily strewn
about, leaving customers without any idea as to where or
what time period the items are
from, Artifaktori puts tags with
approximate dates on each of
its pieces.
“We try to be more accurate
about [what time period] we

think [pieces] are from, and there
are clues as to the way things are
made, the type of fabric ... I think
it helps to give people a point of
reference,” said Williams.
A fashion road less traveled
With the current economic downturn, it comes as no
surprise that people are skipping overpriced department
stores and opting to rummage
through vintage shops for their
new fall wardrobes. According
to Williams, shoppers are often
attracted to vintage clothing
because they like things that
are a little bit different and “off
the beaten path.” Williams also
noted that another advantage
to buying vintage clothing is
that it gives people a designer
experience without the price
tag.
see ARTIFAKTORI, page 9
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MOVIE REVIEW

‘Amreeka’ stays light-hearted despite controversial themes
BY

KEITH HINTON

Daily Staff Writer

“Amreeka,” a movie about
Palestinian immigrants moving
to the United States at the dawn

Amreeka
Starring Nisreen Faour,
Melkar Muallem
Directed by Cherien Dabis
of the 2003 Iraq invasion, should
be praised as much for what it
is not as what it is. The movie
depicts the story of a mother and
son looking for a fresh start in
suburban Illinois and is a wonderfully heartfelt movie about
human resilience and the power
of family.
An impressive independent
film with an inexperienced
writer/director (Cherien Dabis)
telling a semi-autobiographical story, “Amreeka” does not
demonize the American people.
The plot and its antagonists
caricature ignorant American
xenophobes, but the lighthanded manner in which Dabis
doles out racism makes the
audience feel comfortable with
it as a part of the story rather
than attacked as if the story
itself were an accusation.
The movie opens with scenes
of everyday life for the film’s two
main characters, Muna (Nisreen
Faour) and her teenage son Fadi
(Melkar Muallem), in Ramallah,
the occupied Palestinian city
they call home. Muna works at a
bank separated from her house
by an Israeli blockade, making what would be a 15-minute
commute to work a two-hour
ordeal involving constant ID

checks and humiliating searches
of her car. To add insult to injury, Muna regularly runs into her
ex-husband and his new skinny
girlfriend.
When Muna receives a letter
telling her that her application
to move to America has been
accepted, Muna and Fadi leave
behind their tense but familiar
home in Palestine for a suburban town outside of Chicago.
In this new world, the tangible dangers for Fadi and Muna
are left behind, but the two —
along with their extended family already waiting for them in
America — struggle to adjust to
their new lives without losing
their identity.
Fadi attempts to navigate the
hallways of his high school as
though it were an Israeli security
checkpoint, keeping to himself
and trying not to offend anyone. But Mike (Daniel Boiteau),
the zealous brother of a soldier
in Iraq, provokes Fadi and his
outspoken cousin Salma (Alia
Shawkat) into an ideological —
and at times physical — battle.
While Mike’s character is clearly the stigmatized “ignorant
American,” Dabis portrays his
brand of racism as a symptom of
youth rather than the nature of
American culture.
For Muna, life in America is
not much better. She finds that
her extensive work experience
and multiple degrees are not
enough to secure her a respectable career and ends up taking
a job at White Castle, which she
spends the majority of the film
denying to her family. Scenes
of her sneaking into the White
Castle across the street from the
bank, where Muna’s sister (Hiam
Abbass) thinks that Muna works,
provide some much-needed
light humor to the film.

IMAGEEVENT.COM

“If those two stoned idiots Harold and Kumar show up here, I’m gonna beat the crap out of them with this mop.”
Despite hardships — her
humiliating job, lack of money
and increasingly rebellious and
isolated son — Muna keeps a
relentlessly positive attitude. Her
unflappable character makes
even her smallest victories monumental and helps the audience
connect to her.
Overall, “Amreeka” is a wonderful but flawed film. The biggest problem with the movie
is one symptomatic of many
independent pictures: Very little actually happens during the
film. Director Cherien Dabis
gets so caught up with developing sympathetic characters that

she forgets to include a captivating plot. This problem is exacerbated by a truly abrupt and
perplexing ending that leaves
the audience feeling robbed.
Having very little plot in the
hands of a weaker cast or director
would certainly have made the
movie a disaster, but in the end,
the film stands tall despite these
shortcomings. Dabis’ detailed
depiction of a misunderstood
people and her delicate balance of American ignorance and
understanding makes “Amreeka”
a worthwhile endeavor. It would
have been very easy for Dabis to
use the film as a 90-minute pro-

Palestine political statement,
but the movie would have been
much the worse for it.
Dabis’ shortcomings may
come from lack of directorial
experience and the fact that the
script hit her too close to home.
Her clear connection to the story
seems to have made her incapable of taking a step back from the
film and thinking of it as a purely
aesthetic form. In essence, Dabis
cared too much — certainly not
the gravest of cinematic crimes.
Still, stellar acting, in-depth
character development and the
intriguing nature of the storyline
drive “Amreeka” home.

Award-Winning Free Foreign Films!
The Tufts International Relations Program is proud to present the 2009 Global Lens Film Series Schedule
Thursday, October 15, 2009
7:30pm Reception, 8:00pm- 10:00pm Intro & Showing
Distler Performance Hall, 20 Talbot Ave
GETTING HOME (LUO YE GUI GEN), CHINA
Friday, October 16, 2009
9:00pm-11:00pm Tufts Parents Weekend Showing
Asean Aud., Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
THE PHOTOGRAPH, INDONESIA
Saturday, October 17, 2009
9:00pm-11:00pm Tufts Parents Weekend Showing
Braker Hall Room 001, 8 Upper Campus Road
SONG FROM THE SOUTHERN SEAS (PESN’ JUZHNYKH MOREJ), KAZAKHSTAN
Sunday, October 18, 2009
2:00pm-4:00pm
Olin Center Room 12, 180 Packard Ave-limited seating
SLEEPWALKING LAND (TERRA SONÂMBULA),
MOZAMBIQUE
----------------------------------------------------------------------Thursday, October 22, 2009
9:00pm-11:00pm
Olin Center Room 12, 180 Packard Ave-limited seating
I AM FROM TITOV VELES (JAS SUM OD TITOV
VELES), MACEDONIA
Friday, October 23, 2009
8:00pm-10:00pm
Asean Aud., Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
MY TIME WILL COME (CUANDO ME TOQUE A MI),
EQUADOR
Saturday, October 24, 2009
7:00pm-9:00pm
Asean Aud., Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
POSSIBLE LIVES (LAS VIDAS POSIBLES), ARGENTINA

Sunday, October 25, 2009
2:00pm-4:00pm Education Showing with Discussion
Asean Aud., Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
MUTUM, BRAZIL
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Friday, November 20, 2009
7:00pm-9:00pm
Mugar 200, Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
MY TIME WILL COME (CUANDO ME TOQUE A MI),
EQUADOR

Thursday, November 5, 2009
8:00pm-10:00pm Education Screening with Discussion
Mugar 200, Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
THOSE THREE (An She), IRAN

Saturday, November 21, 2009
7:00pm-9:00pm
Mugar 200, Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
THE PHOTOGRAPH, INDONESIA

Friday, November 6, 2009
8:00pm-10:00pm
Mugar 200, Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
SLEEPWALKING LAND (TERRA SONÂMBULA),
MOZAMBIQUE

Sunday, November 22, 2009
2:00pm-4:00pm Education Showing with Discussion
Mugar 200, Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
THOSE THREE (An She), IRAN
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday, November 7, 2009
8:00pm-10:00pm
Mugar 200, Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
GETTING HOME (LUO YE GUI GEN), CHINA

Thursday, December 3, 2009
8:00p-10:00pm Chairman’s Choice
Asean Aud., Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
MARGETTE’S FEAST, BRAZIL

Sunday, November 8, 2009
2:00pm-4:00pm Education Showing with Discussion
Olin Center Room 12, 180 Packard Ave-limited seating
SONG FROM THE SOUTHERN SEAS (PESN’ JUZHNYKH MOREJ), KAZAKHSTAN
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Friday, December 4, 2009
7:00pm-9:00pm
Mugar 200, Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
POSSIBLE LIVES (LAS VIDAS POSIBLES),
ARGENTINA

Wednesday, November 18, 2009
8:00pm-10:00pm Education Screening with Discussion
Asean Aud., Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD, MOROCCO

Saturday, December 5, 2009
7:00pm-9:00pm
Mugar 200, Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
I AM FROM TITOV VELES (JAS SUM OD TITOV
VELES), MACEDONIA

Thursday, November 19, 2009
8:00pm-10:00pm Education Screening with Discussion
Mugar 200, Cabot Intercultural Center, 160 Packard Ave
MUTUM, BRAZIL

Sunday, December 6, 2009
2:00pm-4:00pm Education Screening with Discussion
Olin Center Room 12, 180 Packard Ave-limited seating
WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD, MOROCCO

This series is supported by the Global Film Initiative. The Global Film Initiative is a U.S.-based not-for-profit organization specializing in the support
of independent film from Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East. Founded in 2002 to promote cross-cultural understanding through the language of cinema, the Initiative awards numerous grants to deserving filmmakers from around the world each year, and supports a touring film series
entitled Global Lens. For more information about the Global Lens film series and Global Film Initiative programs, visit: http://www.globalfilm.org.
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ZACH DRUCKER AND CHRIS POLDOIAN |
BAD SAMARITANS

Fix yourself girl,
you got a
cameo

T
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Moore ponders the solution to capitalism’s problems, but comes up empty handed.

‘Capitalism: A Love Story’ profits from
creative direction, insightful message
BY

CHRISTOPHER RIVLIN
Daily Staff Writer

“Capitalism: A Love Story” (2009)
can be seen as the crescendo of documentary director Michael Moore’s

Capitalism: A Love Story
Starring Michael Moore
Directed by Michael Moore
film-making career. He attempts to
examine and critique America’s — or

more accurately, corporate America’s
— economic practices. The first part
of the film recounts the United States’
economic history since the last half
of the 20th century, looking at how
the U.S. descended from its economic
golden age into the hole it’s in now.
This downward spiral is traced back
to former president Ronald Regan
and the members of the Treasury
Department, which is depicted as a
thinly veiled cartel run by Goldman
Sachs ex-executives.
Moore blames irresponsible financial deregulation by successive
Republican governments as a major
cause of the grossly inflated power of

investment banks. It was this culture
of deregulation that fueled the audacity of financial institutions to sell
dodgy products, such as sub-prime
mortgages, which caused the near collapse of the global economic system.
On top of his historical analysis,
Moore delves into some of the highly
dubious practices that are now commonplace in corporate America, the
most memorable of which is “Dead
Peasant Insurance.”
This terminology refers to life insurance policies purchased by employers
for employees, the proceeds of which
see CAPITALISM, page 8

WEEKENDER INTERVIEW | MICHAEL MOORE

Michael Moore discusses his new
documentary and his feelings on capitalism
BY

CHRISTOPHER RIVLIN
Daily Staff Writer

The Daily caught up with director
Michael Moore to discuss his latest film
“Capitalism: A Love Story,” which delivers
a stinging critique of America’s economic
system and corporate practices.
“Capitalism: A Love Story” is Moore’s
most ambitious documentary to date.
Where he previously focused on the auto
industry (“Roger & Me,” 1989), the arms
industry (“Bowling for Columbine,” 2002),
the oil industry (“Fahrenheit 911,” 2004)
and the healthcare industry (“Sicko,” 2007),
here he goes for the jugular — the overarching system of capitalism itself.
Question: You began this film with the
intention of it being a sequel to “Fahrenheit
911” … when did you decide to make it an
original film?
Michael Moore: That’s what I told the studio because I knew they wouldn’t give me
any money for it if I told them it was about
capitalism, about the thing that they are
part of. They didn’t see the film until about
six weeks ago. So for the past year-and-ahalf they just kept sending me checks, and
it’s sort of like a sequel. If you just tell them
it’s a sequel then they like it.
Q: Would you say all of your films could be
titled “Capitalism: A Love Story?”
MM: Yes.
Q: Throughout the course of making the
film, did your view on capitalism change at
all? Or did it just reaffirm views you already
had?
MM: Well, when the crash happened I was
looking at capitalism in terms of its lack of
democracy and morality. But I hadn’t really
considered the third element which ended

up being in the film, which is [that] capitalism doesn’t work. Then they proved that
when the crash happened, when they went
for the bailout it was against everything
they taught us they believe in — that the
free market is to determine these things,
that the hand of government is not supposed to be there to catch you — and there
they were, asking for a bailout, asking for
socialism. So it really ripped the clothes
off the emperor, and that I did not expect
to have.
Q: In your film you talk a lot about how
the current financial crisis stemmed from
irresponsible lending practices by major
banks and financial institutions. Although
irresponsible lending is a big problem,
surely irresponsible borrowing was a big
problem as well, and there is a lot to be said
for individual responsibility and people
taking responsibility for their actions. And
if irresponsible borrowing had not been so
widespread then financial crisis would not
have reached the catastrophic proportions
that it did. So I was wondering how much
you felt individual people were to blame for
this crisis as opposed to the banks.
MM: That is the official storyline. That is
exactly what they put out there immediately after the crash, that there were all
these people living beyond their means,
taking out loans they couldn’t afford etc
… Then as I point out in the film, and as
the FBI points out, 80 percent of mortgage
fraud was committed by the banks and the
lending institutions, not the people coming
to the bank. The banks and the companies
themselves used a lot of predatory lending. [For example], Elizabeth Warrens, she
teaches at Harvard. She took a mortgage
refinance contract and asked the law students, “What’s the interest rate?” and an
hour later they couldn’t figure it out. It’s
purposely written in such a screwy way
that you don’t really know what balloon

MOVIES.IGN.COM

Moore at his most patriotic.
payments are going to be. So there is a lot of
trickery involved and the FBI noticed this
epidemic.
There are always people living beyond
their means, but that’s nothing new. That’s
been around for hundreds of years. Those
people don’t cause a crash because there
are enough of us smart people who don’t
do that. I don’t want to blame the victim
here, and in general, I believe people have
been victimized by these banks and these
mortgage companies. It’s why I don’t tell
you in the movie why those families are
being evicted, and I don’t care why, because
I don’t think anyone should be thrown out
of their home. If people are not paying the
banks then there are other ways of getting
your money from them than kicking them
to the curb. These people were victimized.
I’m not going to blame them because they
couldn’t understand the 50-page contract.

his past weekend, we heeded
critics nationwide and went to
see “Zombieland” (2009). We
screamed. We laughed. We felt the
strange urge to down a box of Twinkies.
What impressed us most was the hysterical employment of a cameo appearance.
Don’t worry, we won’t mention names.
Since the days of Alfred Hitchcock,
who appeared in 39 of his own films,
the cameo has spiced up movies with
the unexpected introduction of a familiar face. Cameos might pay homage or
just serve as an extended gag. Who
can forget former “The Price is Right”
host Bob Barker, when he head-butted Adam Sandler in “Happy Gilmore”
(1996). That scene was, for lack of a
better word, priceless.
Every once in a while, cameos are
even powerful enough to resurrect a
career. Were it not for “Harold & Kumar
Go to White Castle” (2004), Neil Patrick
Harris would be stuck voicing Saturday
morning cartoons.
The HBO show “Entourage” is one of
the premier cameo-users. Rooting itself
in the star-studded world of Hollywood,
“Entourage” features appearances by
the likes of Snoop Dogg, Jimmy Kimmel
and Bob Saget, just to name a few, in
order to legitimize the show and ground
it in Tinseltown.
On the other hand, cameos run the risk
of backfiring by ruining the fantasy world
a movie or TV show creates. Appearances
by directors can be jarring reminders
that what you’re watching isn’t real. Not
content solely ruining films from behind
the camera, director M. Night Shyamalan
feels the need to insert himself in all of
his films. This self-indulgence takes away
from his movies, although we can list off
many more things that are wrong with
his recent work. We know we complained
about Shyamalan last week, but if he
ruins our favorite martial arts-based, animated series since “CatDog” by casting
himself as a Sky Bison in his upcoming,
live-action adaptation of Nickelodeon’s
“Avatar: The Last Airbender” (2005), we
will never forgive him.
Furthermore, it’s dangerous to place
non-actors in front of the camera, precisely because of the fact that they can’t
act. A lot of athletes fall into this category. Take Lance Armstrong’s appearance
in “Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story”
(2004), for example.
We’ve got to hand it to the guy; he’s
a man who lost one of his nearest and
dearest friends to cancer, but still managed to beat a bunch of Frenchies at their
own game. Despite this, we cringed when
a wooden Armstrong encouraged Vince
Vaughn to return to the Average Joes
dodgeball squad. Sorry Lance, but stick
to yellow wristbands and bicycles.
For cameos to work, secrecy is necessary. “The Hangover” (2009) wasted the
comedic gold of its Mike Tyson bit by
featuring his cameo prominently in trailers. When we first saw the cookie monster
of earlobes sing Phil Collins, we laughed
so hard we nearly forgot that Tyson was
a vicious sexual predator. But we were so
numbed by the inexorable marketing that
we hardly chuckled at Tyson’s scene during the actual film. The surprise of spotting Carrot Top doing a line of the booger
sugar in the end credits was far more
entertaining. Just don’t tell Iron Mike we
said this. Seriously, the dude has a facial
tattoo, and not those cute little teardrop
tats that Lil Wayne has.
To sum up, cameos are hit or miss. You
can’t just throw a celeb in front of the
camera and expect a laugh. You’ve got to
blindside the audience and write some
witty, self-deprecating lines. So, here’s
hoping Roman Polanski shows up in the
new “Twilight” installment. Just keep him
away from Dakota Fanning.
Zach Drucker and Chris Poldoian are
sophomores who have not yet declared
majors. They can be reached at zachary.
drucker@tufts.edu and christopher.poldoian@tufts.edu, respectively.
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Dear Wild Things,
We find it difficult to adequately express the love we have for you.
Now that Spike Jonze has brought you to life in a way more spectacular than we could have ever imagined, we just want to bury ourselves
in your gigantic furry selves and take piggyback rides through desert
landscapes. Is that really so much to ask? If grown men cried during the
screening of your film during Comic Con 2009 (or so we hear), surely
we can be excused for having a minor Peter Pan complex.
We’ve been thinking about the real world, about life after Tufts, and
we’ve decided we’d rather join you in your mythical land than go work
in a cubicle somewhere. There’s just one thing we’re confused about.
Where are you? We’ve been searching in all the most frightening places
— the darkest woods, Iraq, Tisch Library — but we still can’t seem to
find you.
This is our modest request: Please adopt us. You have room for eight
more people in that forest of yours, right? We’ve been practicing our
growls and donning wolf suits to bed. We’ve been to our share of rowdy
frat parties, so we think we’re wild enough for you. Our parents won’t
mind, we promise. We’ll tell them that we’re going “abroad.” (Sorry,
mom, didn’t you hear? They don’t use the Internet in France.)
Wild Things, in the words of the Goo Goo Dolls, “We wanna wake up
where you are.” Please don’t take that as creepy. But really, we’ve got the
papers and a large pen. All you need to do is sign.
Love,
The Tufts Daily Arts Department
P.S. Spike can come too.

PASTEMAGAZINE.COM

They’re oh so cute and cuddly.
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‘Capitalism’ contrasts past views of system with the harsh realities of today
CAPITALISM
continued from page 7

go to the company if the employee
dies. Thus, the company benefits from
the deaths of its own employees. It is
difficult for viewers not to find this
morally repugnant.
“Capitalism” succeeds and fails in
ways similar to Moore’s previous documentaries. On the one hand, it is very
entertaining and makes a compelling
case for why the current economic system is so dysfunctional, complete with
footage of tearful families having their
homes repossessed by financial institutions. It also highlights some of capitalism’s ugliest manifestations, such as
a administrators of a juvenile detention
facility who paid judges to send kids
to their center. Consequently, teenagers were incarcerated for completely
trivial things.
Moore firmly establishes that capitalism has many problems, but provides no solutions. Winston Churchill’s
quote about democracy may apply in
this situation: “Democracy is the worst
form of government except all those
other forms that have been tried from
time to time.” In Moore’s film, capitalism is the worst economic system,
but there doesn’t seem to be a feasible
alternative. Although Moore presents
a few case studies of “democratized”
factory communes, their structure is
hardly something that would work
across the United States.
The particularly effective parts of
the film are those where Moore incorporates archived footage from the ’50s
extolling the many virtues of capitalism. These clips, which seem to promise that capitalism will make everyone
rich, provide a stark contrast to the
harsh realities of the present day, as
Moore documents the struggle of factory workers that stage a sit-in strike
in their factory when Bank of America
refuses to pay them, eventually winning the approval of the president.

VIMOOZ.COM

Director Michael Moore recently released his
new documentary, which takes on capitalism.
In his bid to win the sympathy and
support of audiences, Moore goes over
the top with tearful testimonials and
sentimental music. His message would
doubtless have been more effective if
he’d exercised more restraint in this
area. The film does have its redeeming comic moments, though — there
is something undeniably amusing
about Michael Moore heckling people
coming out of the New York Stock
Exchange. And have no fear, Moore
aficionados; there are several obligatory shots of the director confronting
security staff in the lobbies of large
corporations.
Overall, the film is a solidly entertaining critique of the current favored
economic system. In several instances,
however, Moore’s shameless exploitation of heart-wrenching images undercuts the legitimacy of his message.
Perhaps this is why Moore’s documentaries are released in theaters instead
of on the Discovery Channel.

DANISH PASTRY HOUSE
NOW SERVING THE BEST BRUNCH IN TOWN SUNDAYS
(ONE BLOCK FROM CHARMICHAEL HALL- UPPER CAMPUS)
330 BOSTON AVENUE
ALL YOU CAN EAT - BOUNTIFUL BRUNCH BUFFET
Our brunch buffet features hot and cold selections including homemade breads, artisan cheeses,
fresh fruit, eggs, bacon, sausage, French toast, coffee, tea and seasonal selections
14.99
DPH Fruit Salad

SANDWICHES
WINE & BEER
SPECIALTY GROCERY
LOCAL PRODUCTS

Kathleen’s Quiche
B.E.L.T.
Crepe Suite
French Toast
Birkemuesli
DPH Granola
Norwegian Salmon
Meat Lovers
Veggie Friendly
Northern Shore
Chevre & Herb
SIDES
DPH Pastries
Bacon or Sausage
Bagel
Orange juice
Eggs your way

81 Holland Street
Davis Sq. Somerville
617-623-0867
davesfreshpasta.com

HOUSE SPECIALS
Served with tangy lemon cream and fresh mint
A new creation each week, served with salad greens
Crispy bacon, egg, lettuce & tomato sandwich
Two delicious crepes – one savory and one sweet
With fresh berries, maple syrup, and whipped cream
Our Swiss baker’s special homemade whole grain & fruit muesli
Homemade healthy whole grain goodness
served with seasonal fruit and milk or creamy yogurt
On a fresh bagel with cream cheese, capers & seasonal garnish
Omelet with bacon and ham - a hearty Sunday pick-me-up
Omelet with roasted herbed vegetables and cheese
Omelet with smoked salmon & red onion
Omelet with creamy goat cheese and fresh local herbs
Our outstanding homemade croissants, muffins, & scones
Crispy bacon or savory sausage made to order
Crusty hearth-baked bagel with homemade whipped cream cheese
or cinnamon sugar butter
Freshly Squeezed – the real thing
Fried, scrambled or hardboiled

EVERY SUNDAY
BRUNCH
9:00am- 1:00pm

6.00
8.00
5.50
9.00
7.00
6.00
6.50
4.00
9.00
8.00
8.00
8.00
2.50
3.50
2.25
2.50
1.25
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TOP TEN | PLACES WE WISH WE WERE
In honor of Spike Jonze’s film
adaptation of Maurice Sendak’s
“Where The Wild Things Are”
(1963), which graces movie
screens and our lives with its presence this Friday, The Tufts Daily
Arts Department came up with
ten places we want to journey to
that are comparable to the world
of the Wild Things.
10. Camelot: We want the
knights and the princesses and
the dragons (Were there dragons
in Camelot? Well, now there are.)
Chivalry may be dead here in
the 21st century, but in Camelot
you’d be dead without chivalry.
9. Oz: Living in the Emerald City
wouldn’t be half bad, especially

now that the Wicked Witch is
dead. Just watch out for lions,
and tigers, and bears, oh my!
8. Salvador Dali’s Mind: Ever
seen “Persistence of Memory”
(1931), or for that matter, anything Dali ever painted? So many
strange, surreal objects. So odd.
So colorful. In fact, we’re pretty
sure that an adventure inside
Dali’s brain would be roughly
equivalent to a hefty dose of LSD.
“Whoa, dude ... those clocks are
huge!”
7. Neverland: Peter Pan got it
right when he refused to grow
up. Who wouldn’t want to live
in a world of magic fairies and
pirates? Jobs? The “real world”?

trading Tufts classes for Oompa
Loompa Songs and Dances 101.

Who needs ‘em?
6. Paris: The only real place on
our list — that’s because it’s like
an artsy wonderland in real life
where we can stroll down avenues and traipse through parks.
We could spend the whole day in
museums and cinemas and boutiques. Even the graveyards are
artsy; Jim Morrison happens to be
buried in the city of love.
5. Willy Wonka’s Chocolate
Factory: We want to go down
the chocolate river (without getting sucked into the pipes), eat
all the ridiculous candy, take a
ride on Wonka’s trippy boat and
then soar in the glass elevator all
the way through the roof. We’re

4. The Forest Moon of Endor
With The Ewoks: Though some
Star Wars die-hards think that
the teddy-bear-like Ewoks ruined
“Return of the Jedi” (1983), we
would love to go to Endor solely to cuddle with them. They’re
the cutest infestation ever! Oh,
Ewoks, we just want to snuggle
with you in one of your primitive
tree-houses.
3. The Matrix: If there is no
spoon there can’t be any prison
shanks, so that’s a plus. If we
could fly, do Kung Fu and wear
those cool pleather jackets, we
wouldn’t even care if we were

nothing but robot chow.
2. Hogwarts: As if we aren’t
already muttering “Wingardium
Leviosa” under our breaths during
chem lab. Move, Bunsen burner,
move! If only Emma Watson had
come to Tufts instead of Brown.
1. Not the Daily Office: There
are no windows down here. They
keep us chained to the desks and
they flog us for laughing, smiling
or thinking about happiness. One
time we thought about unicorns
frolicking. We learned our lesson
that day. Anywhere but here,
please!
— compiled by the Daily Arts
Department

Boutique geared towards shoppers looking for unique, old-school pieces
ARTIFAKTORI
continued from page 5

While a good vintage bargain is always
appealing to customers, Berkowitz finds
that many people like “the nostalgia of
all the old stuff or the weirdness of it, or
[they like to think], ‘can you believe that
people wore this?’”
What distinguishes Artifaktori from
other vintage stores is the wide selection of merchandise offered. While the
majority of the shop is dedicated to
women’s fashion and accessories, there
is also an expanding section for men.
Although it may have a smaller space
than more established stores like Poor
Little Rich Girl, Artifaktori offers up a
unique blend of handmade and refashioned items ranging anywhere from the
‘20s to the ‘80s.
“I think that most of the items that
Amy picks have really interesting patterns, shapes and colors,” Williams said.
“It’s not that you’re not going to find that
in other places, but just the selection
… and the grouping of it together really
attracted me to the store.”

With the eclectic mix of antiques and
vintage items on display at Artifaktori,
the shop can be viewed as something of
an exhibit in and of itself.
“Some people just want to come in
because they [want to] remember the
past,” Berkowitz said. “They aren’t necessarily our customers, but they’re having a
trip down memory lane. They like to look
at the stuff.”
Unique pieces, affordable prices
In addition to the Artifaktori store in
Davis Square, Berkowitz sells vintage
houseware and clothing at a booth at the
SoWa Open Market in Boston on Sundays
whenever she gets the chance.
Artifaktori has also recently begun
to sell items online through Market
Publique (shop.marketpublique.com), an
online Web site similar to eBay that deals
exclusively with vintage clothing.
The prices for clothing at Artifaktori
generally range from $12 to $70, though
prices can rise all the way up to $145 for
a few of the more specialty antique items.
Fortunately for Tufts students with tight

Thinking about a graduate degree in
Mathematics, Engineering, or the
Natural Sciences?

budgets, Artifaktori offers the option of
putting items on layaway.
Layaway gives customers who are
strapped for cash the chance to purchase
pieces that they absolutely can’t live without. By leaving a small down payment
(usually a minimum of $5), Artifaktori
generously allows customers to take
home these items on layaway and make
small payments until they are completely
paid for.
“To us everything in here is a treasure,
and you just want that person who’s
going to come in here and get as excited
about it as we were when we found it, and
who’s going to really appreciate it, take it
home and love it,” said Williams. “[This]
sounds really cheesy, but if putting items
on layaway can help them do that, then
that’s awesome.”
Although Artifaktori’s current store
has a quaint, homey feel, Berkowitz is
hoping to relocate to a bigger space.
According to Berkowitz, the store’s basement is stockpiled with 10 times more
merchandise than what is already out on
display. Williams explains that the items

on display tend to get reshuffled every so
often with the changing of seasons and
newer items coming in.
“With certain things it just takes
time, because there could be an amazing dress that everyone’s in love with,
but there needs [to be] that person
who can fit into it, has the event to go
to and has the money at the time,” said
Williams. “Sometimes you just bring
[an item] back out again if it’s a really
amazing piece, and you just wait for
that person.”
With so many incredible antique and
vintage items stuck in a basement, one
can only hope that Artifaktori soon finds
a new space that is big enough to house
all of these pieces for customers to fully
appreciate their value.
As Artifaktori brings some edge to
Davis Square with its plethora of art,
antiques, clothing and accessories,
Williams summed the store up perfectly when she said: “Artifaktori is an
opportunity for individuals to express
their own personal style. It’s a vintage
playground.”

Breathtaking Burgers...Sensational Sides...
Amazing Appetizers...Chow-down Chicken

Attend Churchill College at
the University of Cambridge as
a Churchill Scholar!

Meet a representative of the Churchill Foundation and find out
how to get funding to one of the world’s best grad schools:
Thursday, October 15th
1:30 – 2:45 pm
Robinson 253
Students in all years (and recent grads) welcome

The Churchill Scholarship may be applied to programs in:
x

Astronomy

x

Epidemiology

x

Biochemistry

x

Genetics

x

Biology

x

Mathematics

x

Biological Anthropology

x

Chemical Engineering

x

Physics

x

Chemistry

x

Neuroscience

x

Computer Science

x

Plant Sciences

x

Earth Sciences

x

Veterinary Medicine

x

Engineering

x

Zoology

x

Environmental Science

x

and more . . .

37 Davis Square
Somerville, MA 02144
617.440.7361

(Pure or Applied)

Dine In or Take Out
Mon. thru Wed: 11am to 10 pm
Thurs. thru Sat: 11 am to 11pm
Sun: 12pm to 8 pm
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EDITORIAL | LETTERS

EDITORIAL

Benefits of anonymous posting outweigh costs
As technological developments
facilitate the transition from old to
new media, readers’ online comments
are revolutionizing the public’s relationship with the news. But this modern method of discourse often comes
at a cost. User anonymity and newspapers’ rights to censorship have become
issues that need to be addressed, even
here at the Tufts Daily.
Many objections to readers’
comments on the Daily’s Web site,
TuftsDaily.com, stem from the fact
that users are able to post completely
anonymously. This means that many
commentators cannot be held personally accountable for their posts,
regardless of how obscene they are.
Anonymity can also make it difficult
to investigate and refute potentially
inaccurate assertions. Many blame
nameless posting for a perceived surge
in unwarranted, uncalled-for and
unjustifiable comments, as it gives
users freedom from serious repercussions. Critics feel that if a person does
not have the confidence and convic-

tion to stand behind her comment, it
is not worth publishing.
While the Daily appreciates this
concern, forcing users who wish to
post on our Web site to identify themselves by name or through e-mail verification is not a viable alternative.
A newspaper’s job is to publish
objective stories and to provide the
public with information that might
not otherwise be accessible. In doing
so, the Daily hopes to raise awareness
and to foster community discussion.
A newspaper’s job is not to moderate reactions to its stories. And
while the Daily does reserve the right
to delete offensive and slanderous
comments from its Web site, we do
not intend on controlling community
responses.
The Internet now provides everyday
people with a means to post opinions,
feelings and thoughts about the news.
These reactions, even the disagreeable ones, are part of an important
dialogue between news media and
community members — particularly

on a college campus. Online comments allow readers to interact with
what they read in ways that were, until
very recently, impossible. Community
members are more involved in interpreting news than ever before, and
their comments prove that newspapers are doing their jobs by sparking
public dialogue.
Making readers register in order
to post comments would discourage
casual commentators from contributing to important discussions, and it
would dissuade students with controversial views from sharing their opinions out of fear of being ostracized.
Ultimately, the benefits associated
with anonymous posting outweigh its
costs. It encourages even casual readers to participate in public discourse.
It allows for diversity, as people in
the minority can voice their opinions. Anonymous posting encourages
debate and discussion among community members with varying opinions and backgrounds. And that’s
exactly what the Daily wants.
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BY LAUREN RODRIGUE
The Daily Free Press

In this wired age, the term “citizen
journalist” has taken a media foothold
more than ever as opinionated onlookers
are no longer limited to paltry letters to
the editor thanks to online outlets such
as blogs and Twitter. Free blog hosts like
WordPress and Blogger make it easier
than ever for just anyone to write about
just anything and have it published on
the public stage, and this influx of selfjournaling comes at an ironic time, as
esteem for actual newspapers dwindles
to an unprecedented low. Experts blame
the public’s belief that newspapers no
longer qualify as credible sources of
information — but if that’s the case, why
are blogs so revered when they are not
subjected to the same rigorous editing
and fact-checking protocol, as are all
notable newspapers?
It could be that blogs don’t pretend
to be credible — and in this time when
irony reigns supreme over such ignorable tenets as quality and ethics, blogs
with their sparkling HTML layouts and

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of the Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tufts Daily editorial board.

abilities to embed sound and moving
pictures could easily be placed as the
newspaper’s foil. With blogs, there’s no
pretense, so long as one doesn’t consider a blog consisting purely of posts
about the author’s favorite Pitchfork
picks pretentious. In the blogosphere, a
kitten-in-sinks blog is a kitten-in-sinks
blog. A food criticism blog written by
an over-privileged New York University
student about the intricacies of finding
a suitable truffle cream cheese spread
for her Melba toasts within a reasonable radius of campus is just that — not
to be muddled by distractions such as
credible sources and a code of ethics.
And everyone’s fashion blog with everyone’s self-timed pictures of everyone’s
favorite new pair of skinny jeans should
be a top hit over all that heavy stuff
about Iraq or whatever.
That’s the case with news — and
has been for a long time. Fun papers
with colors and blurbs like The Metro
always took precedence over boring
black-and-white tomes like The Wall
Street Journal. And now, blogs are the
newest competitors to take the spot-

light, following the trend of limiting
hard (or any) news and increasing visual and human-interest appeal. They
— with their incomparable grassroots
coverage of Brooklyn punk shows and
organic food festivals and what so-andso-from-some-random-dorm-roomat-Boston University thinks about
the public health care option — are
the future of news and deserve to be.
They’re easily accessible by iPhones
and easily copied-and-pasted from
other blogs, altogether creating a giant
web of useless, self-indulgent information that connects everyone around
one communal hub, which is probably PerezHilton.com. This fact renders
newspapers nothing more than greasy
burdens, non-clickable anachronisms
looming with boring original reporting
and verified fact. Citizen journalists
and passersby alike should all thank
God — or Joseph Pulitzer — for blogs,
without which the public might have
no viable platform upon which to
vomit forth Comic Sans commentary
about marijuana legislation. None of it
credible, none of it claiming to be.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 350-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.
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OP-ED
JACOB KREIMER | THE SALVADOR

Where your $10 will go

Hate the
game

BY ERIN TAYLOR
On Sunday, Nov. 1, the day after
Halloween — a day when you might wake
up still wearing your costume — Tufts students, faculty and community members
will gather at Tufts’ Ellis Oval/Dussault
track to run the Race4Rwanda 5K, which
benefits Agahozo Shalom Youth Village
(ASYV). They will run, walk, jog and show
off their outfits in the costume contest. The
first 200 people who register will walk away
with some sweet, free T-shirts. And all participants will be invited to attend an after
party to learn more about Rwanda.
I was going to start this article with an
explanation of why you should be one
of those people, why you should get up
on your Sunday morning to support the
cause of 18 students (including me) who
traveled to Rwanda this summer, made
friends with young Rwandans close to
our own age and feel a responsibility to
bring their stories back home. But I don’t
need my cause to become your cause or
my Rwandan friends on Facebook.com to
become yours. You go to Tufts. You are surrounded by causes and probably have your
own. Instead, I’m just going to try to paint
a picture of where the $10 registration fee
is going. You can decide whether it’s worth
your money. I think and hope that you will
at least agree that all young people deserve
what ASYV aims to provide.
In December, 125 young people between
the ages of 15 and 20 from every region
of Rwanda descended upon the not-quitecompleted ASYV. They had been selected,
not based on test scores, but on potential. They moved into houses of 16 people,
each with a housemother and a counselor.
They began attending high school. Now they
eat together in the dining hall and spend
their afternoons at the learning center doing
homework, at the arts center playing guitar
or outside playing basketball, soccer or volleyball. On Saturdays, they work the farm,
which is increasing its capacity to provide
food for the village. On Sundays, they attend
church, clean or do their laundry. And every
night from 9 p.m. to 10 p.m. is family time —
when each house gathers with their mothers
and counselors to talk about the day, homework and whatever else is going on.
The students come from all over Rwanda,
from extended families and from the streets.
They come from Kigali, the sprawling capital, and from rural villages. But they have
one tragic aspect of their past in common:
They are all orphans who lost parents in the
Rwandan genocide.
In 1994, radicals from Rwanda’s majority Hutu ethnic group, a designation largely
created by colonial authorities, took power.
They instilled fear in their Hutu brothers
and sisters, driving them to murder friends,
neighbors and relatives from the minority
Tutsi group. Only Rwanda’s Muslims refused
to partake in the violence, and many of them
sheltered displaced Tutsis. In 100 days, over
800,000 people were killed in a country of
just 9 million. The United Nations provided
troops to help evacuate diplomats and other
foreigners and then left all but a skeleton
crew. France’s Operation Turquoise secured
southern Rwanda but, in effect, allowed

A
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perpetrators of the genocide to flee.
When the violence ended and a Tutsi
opposition group took power, the country
was left devastated. We heard descriptions
of streets clogged with bodies and running
with blood. But the problems that loomed
beneath the surface, while less gruesome
and jarring, were perhaps worse. Hundreds
of thousands of people were displaced and
nearly 1.2 million children were orphaned,
left in the hands of families already burdened with their own children, poverty and
the massive trauma of genocide.
Today, Rwanda is in much better shape.
The first post-genocide presidential elections were held in 2003; development and
progress are occurring. Rwanda’s Gacaca
court system is seen as a global model
for post-conflict reconciliation. But what
I realized while there was how much I
couldn’t see or understand from statistics,
features stories or my short visit. While
driving through the streets of Kigali, I was
overwhelmed trying to comprehend that
almost everyone I saw had been a witness to, perpetrator of or victim of the
genocide and lives with that trauma every
day. When I came back to the States and
explained that I had visited a youth village
for orphans, peoples’ reactions demonstrated the ease with which we lose sight of
the long-term effects of tragedies and the
complex difficulty of dealing with those
effects: They pictured babies.
Everyone was surprised or confused
when I explained that the genocide happened 15 years ago, that teenagers can
be orphans, too, and that they need and
deserve a leg up if their generation is
expected to move on from the past that
created their current situation. The village
we visited was full of orphans who deserve
a supportive family environment as much
as any of us do. Though Tufts students
come from diverse backgrounds, I imagine that most of us have a support system
that has helped us with the educational
and personal achievements that I am constantly impressed by. I can only imagine
what the ASYV students will achieve now
that they have that kind of support, too.
The youth of ASYV were infants in 1994.
They were the most innocent victims, left to
deal with the devastating consequences of a

short and horrifying chapter in their country’s history, both on individual and national
levels. They deserve the beautiful vista from
the “see far spot” in front of their school
building that overlooks Rwanda’s famed
Thousand Hills, the clean drinking water, the
cots, the health care, the education, the food
from the farm and all of the things that the
registration fees from our race will help to
pay for. They deserve the environment that
has allowed deeply traumatized kids, who
barely spoke when they arrived, to feel comfortable sharing their stories eloquently with
volunteers, counselors and visitors. They
deserve the kind of educational environment
in which some of them became almost fluent
in English in only five months (one girl was
even teaching herself Spanish online).
Each year, another class of students will
arrive until the high school consistently has
four classes of 125 students. They all deserve
the stability that Agahozo Shalom aims to
provide for them. As the orphans of the
genocide grow up, the village will continue to
provide a home for Rwanda’s other orphans,
most of whose parents died of HIV/AIDS.
Five hundred is a lot of young people, and
at the same time, it is only a tiny fraction of
the youth all over the world who could use a
place like ASYV. It is by no means a complete
solution. But I saw it. I was there. I met the
kids, and I can give you my word that it is
the beginning of a solution and that it is
definitely a solution for the students who are
lucky enough to be there.
We, the 18 Tufts students who traveled
to Rwanda, were so moved by the hope
and potential of the students we met and
so unsatisfied with the small contribution
we were able to make while there, that we
pledged to dedicate our time and energy
to raising money and awareness for ASYV
when we returned. Tufts is a place where
many of us have been able to grow in precisely the kinds of ways that ASYV hopes to
help its students grow. I would love for some
of you to take some time on Nov. 1 to appreciate that and get in shape for Naked Quad
Run by running in the race with us.
Erin Taylor is a senior majoring in international relations. She can be reached at
Erin.Taylor@tufts.edu.
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fter a three-hour drive south from
the rough terrain of the countryside, we arrived in San Salvador.
Before I left the States, I expected
that the wealth distribution in El Salvador
would be incredibly unequal. In hindsight,
I realize that I judged the rich of poor countries as being inherently evil.
The drive from Santa Marta to the capital
city gradually improved from the rough
dirt and stone roads in the campo to the
government-funded, paved highways.
If you looked out the window for just a
moment, you might have thought you were
in America with the crisply painted lanes,
cement barricades to separate opposing
traffic and large steel overhead walkways
with larger-than-life Coca-Cola advertisements spanning six lanes.
Although the infrastructure of these
roads proves the government is able to
spend money on its people when it wants
to (and likely when some sinister government official’s business stands to gain),
the roads don’t lose their distinctly El
Salvadoran feeling. Cramming a ridiculous number of people into the back of a
pickup is still the most popular form of
transportation, even when said truck is
going 100 kilometers per hour.
Fifteen minutes more into San Salvador
and we arrive at our destination: the capitol’s only synagogue (the trip was, after
all, organized by American Jewish World
Service). Jews have often been pegged as
rich, and the small Jewish community in
El Salvador — no more than 200 people —
lives up to this stereotype. Yet meeting with
some representatives of this community
gave me insight into the wealthy community of El Salvador (in 2005, 10 percent
of the population held 37 percent of the
national income). The rich there live perhaps beyond an American standard: luxury
car imports, tri-lingual students at international schools, five-bedroom apartments,
Mac computers and two vacation homes.
Considering the stark difference from
our host town just a few hours away, it
made sense to ask members of the Jewish
community how they felt about their
wealth in the midst of a country with a percapita GDP of about $6,000. I (and probably many other international observers
of world poverty) believe that the rich of
a country are in some way responsible for
the poverty in their backyard. “How could
they live with themselves?” I asked myself,
almost disgusted that they weren’t as poor
as their countrymen.
However, these are intelligent people
aware of their surroundings, and they
told us that they too felt an imperative
to practice “tikkun olam,” or repairing
the world, by donating to schools in the
countryside. One member said they realize that they have gotten the good end
of the stick — and was quick to add that
we, as Americans, were in their boat. With
a prickly but not-quite-defensive tone,
one gentleman asked, “So we’re five miles
away from the poverty. You’re 5,000. What
makes us so different?” These struck me as
decent, law-abiding people — people who
would fit in at Tufts. Can we expect them
to live a life of poverty simply because they
were born in a certain place?
More questions follow. Are we, as well-off
Americans, more or less culpable than our
rough economic equivalents in El Salvador?
Does our geographic distance insulate us
from taking blame for the country’s poverty?
No doubt you have heard the phrase, “don’t
hate the player, hate the game.” This isn’t a
vindication of the wealthy in the developing
world (though, undoubtedly, some have
contributed to the economic oppression of
their countrymen). But in a system as globalized as ours, does distance really make
that much of difference for those who have
prospered through legitimate means? I’m
starting to feel a little guiltier.
Jacob Kreimer is a junior majoring in international relations. He can be reached at
Jacob.Kreimer@tufts.edu.

OP-ED POLICY The Op-Ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to appear in The Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later
than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The
opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.
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Sophomores struggle at Moody Trophy
SAILING
continued from page 16

got mid-fleet, so I don’t feel so bad.”
Criezis was joined by three other Jumbos,
including freshman Albert Nichols, who finished 13th, freshman William Hutchings, who
placed 15th, and junior Jamie Altreuter, who
rang in at 16th.
One of the difficulties the sailors met was
the strength of the breeze on Saturday. A
steady 15-to-20 knot breeze with gusts up to
30 caused some fatigue, as the Laser is one
of the toughest boats to keep flat in a strong
breeze because it lacks a trapeze apparatus
and is only a singlehanded boat. This meant
that, on top of the steering the boat, trimming
the sails and concerning themselves with their
positioning, the sailors were using every ounce
of strength in their abdominal section to hike
out and keep the boat flat and fast.
“It was definitely survival mode on
Saturday,” Criezis said. “Sunday was
more manageable with winds around
15, so I did better.
“To be in the top four I should have trained
in the Laser all summer and traveled to as
many national and international laser regattas as possible ... A more intense workout plan
would have been key,” he added.
All told, Criezis had a very successful singlehanded campaign and will be rejoining the
team’s intersectional racing next weekend. But
without Criezis or fellow senior Tomas Hornos,

who accompanied him to Roger Williams, it
was up to five sophomores to hold down the
Tufts fort at the Moody Trophy.
But it didn’t go so well for the up-andcoming Jumbo stars. In the A division, skipper
Nicolas Russo-Larsson and a combination
of Jordana Hanselman and Emily Shaw as
crew sailed to a 16th-place finish out of 17
teams with 176 points over 14 races. Massimo
Soriano skippered the B division boat with
Shaw and Adam Weisman splitting time as
crew, where they also came in 16th of 17 with
171 points. Combined, though, the Jumbos
accumulated a bloated score of 347 points, 28
points behind the 16th-place Fordham Rams.
“It was unfortunate that both boats had a
rough weekend, leading to a very poor finish
overall,” Russo-Larsson said.
“Jory [Hanselman] and I started off OK in
the A division, with three top-10 finishes in the
first four races, but quickly lost momentum,”
he added. “It is difficult to bounce back mentally after a few poor finishes. We essentially
dug ourselves into a hole.”
Fortunately for the Jumbos, they have
ample time to recoup and work out some of
the issues they’ve been having before Atlantic
Coast Championships on Nov. 14-15.
“The breeze was great on Sunday,”
Russo-Larsson said. “The real problem was
[that] we were either sacrificing speed or
positioning ... On the bright side, these
problems can be worked out.”

COURTESY ANDREW CRIEZIS

Senior tri-captain Andrew Criezis put on an impressive performance at the New England
Men’s Singlehanded Championship, coming within one spot of qualifying for nationals.

Despite blown calls, umpires not to blame for early playoﬀ exits
INSIDE MLB
continued from page 15

in Game Two was consistently
inconsistent — it may have
been trapezoidal, hexagonal or
round, but it was the same for
both teams.
The Twins weren’t all that
maligned by Cuzzi’s decision
to take away Mauer’s leadoff
double because the likely AL
MVP singled later in the atbat. In fact, Minnesota ended
up with the bases loaded and
nobody out in the inning but
still failed to score. What actu-

ally cost Ron Gardenhire’s
squad the game was its inability to implement the same
situational baseball skills that
carried the team into the postseason in the first place.
And while the Rockies might
have gained a more favorable
result in Game Three had Meals
and Kulpa umpired it flawlessly,
even manager Jim Tracy said
that didn’t pull the plug on the
amplifier for Rocktober. The real
culprit, according to the skipper?
Eight walks issued by Colorado
pitching in that contest, and an

abysmal 2-for-9 effort with runners in scoring position.
The Angels out-hit, outpitched and out-defended the
Red Sox. The Twins made crucial baserunning mistakes that
the Yankees took advantage
of, and they simply couldn’t
match New York’s firepower.
The Rockies were tamed by
pitcher Cliff Lee and had trouble producing hits in key situations throughout the series.
Thus, those three teams, plus
the Cardinals — who saw their
bats go cold, Matt Holliday’s

The Daily wants
to hear from
YOU.
Have a problem with our
coverage? Upset about
something happening at Tufts
or in the community?
The Daily welcomes
thoughts, opinions and
complaints from all
readers — have your
voice heard!

Send letters to the editor,
about 350 words, to
editor@tuftsdaily.com. Feel
free to e-mail us with any
questions.

glove become wooden and
pitchers Chris Carpenter and
Ryan Franklin implode against
the Dodgers — will be watching the rest of the postseason
from home.
So, too, will Bucknor, Cuzzi,
Meals and Kulpa, unless their
regular-season performance
merits an appointment to
the League Championship or
World Series crews. No one
feels worse about the officiating mistakes that were made
last week than the four umpires
involved. Just as no one feels

worse than Nick Punto about
his awful baserunning, or
Jonathan Papelbon about the
fastball that Vladimir Guerrero
deposited into centerfield.
The players who themselves
made errors should have no
problem finding motivation
for improvement. Meanwhile,
the fans that had their weekends marred by the blown calls
would be better served pondering what their teams did
wrong and how they can better
prepare for another run at the
pennant next fall.

Jumbos to battle for NESCAC’s top spot
FIELD HOCKEY
continued from page 16

one into the back of the cage after a failed
clear by a Camel defender. Less than three
minutes later, she struck again, converting a
clean pass from Kelly into her 12th goal of the
season. Brown would later add the final Tufts
tally on the day with 23:43 to play to give her
the hat trick.
“I’m really glad I’ve gotten the opportunity
to do this,” Brown said. “But, once again, I
think a lot of the credit goes to the team
because they’re the ones giving me the good
passes and I wouldn’t be able to do it without
them. So, it’s really a team honor.”
“It’s a testament to the program and to the
team,” coach Tina McDavitt added.
And the strength of the rest of the Jumbo
squad is undeniable, as the offense has
racked up 24 goals in the last three games
while the defense has let up just one. Against
the 3-6 Camels yesterday, five Jumbos scored
and the team outshot its opponent 28-6 and
led 15-2 in penalty corners.
“I think we really focus on taking shots at
the top of the circle and always being options
for each other as forwards, and I think that
has been a big reason for the high number of
shots and goals,” Kelly said.
The first score came from senior forward
Michelle Kelly, who was assisted by junior
midfielder Jess Perkins just 5:46 in. The
immediate attack by the Jumbos’ offense
was met with defensive panic by the Camels,
who gave up two consecutive penalty strokes
after using their bodies to block Kelly’s next
two shots. Conn. College senior goalie Steph
Quinn was able to deny Brown on the first,
but senior midfielder and co-captain Margi
Scholtes put one past her into the left corner
to give Tufts the 2-0 lead after just over nine
minutes of play.
The Camels’ only shot on goal in the first
half was easily saved by sophomore keeper
Marianna Zak, and Tufts left the field for halftime with a 4-0 lead.
Kelly and the Jumbos came out of intermission in the second half on the attack
again. After just two minutes, she found the
back of the goal to make it 5-0.
Sophomore midfielder Lindsay Griffith
also added some offensive spark in the

second half, scoring a goal and assisting
on senior co-captain Amanda Russo’s goal
as well.
“We have been connecting really well
lately, and it’s exciting when we do so well
against a strong NESCAC team,” sophomore
defender Taylor Dyer said. “I think we’re
building momentum for games to come in
the season.”
The shutout escaped the Jumbos when
the Camel’s sophomore Hannah Wagner put
one past junior goalie Katie Hyder off a cross
from classmate Sierra Olney. Both Hyder,
who played the second half for Tufts, and Zak
had one save on the day.
As the team prepares to face arguably its
most threatening opponent in the nationally ranked No. 5 Trinity College Bantams on
Saturday, another strong defensive showing
will be crucial.
“Trinity obviously is a huge, huge game,”
Brown said. “They’re undefeated, we’re undefeated, and I think it’s good we got this game
behind us and can spend the next two days
focusing on that. I think we can do it, but
it will have to be our best game yet; even
though we’re scoring a lot we need to continue working on finishing and obviously we
always want to get the shutout.”
Despite the lack of significant defensive
challenges from their last few opponents, the
Jumbos are confident they’re fully prepared
to stop whatever the Bantams bring at them
on Saturday.
“I think our defense has been really strong
and composed; we scrimmage a lot in practice, and I think that really helps preparing for
games,” McDavitt said. “Our defense always
steps up in big games, and I’m confident they
will step up against Trinity.”
The pressure will be on for Tufts. Last
year the team only narrowly defeated the
Bantams in two overtime matches.
“I think we just need to come out mentally
prepared because we’ve been doing a good
job taking our game to our next level every
time a new opponent comes around,” Kelly
said. “I really think there has been a mental
shift every year as we expect more from ourselves. We just want more each season, and
each year I’ve been here we go further and
further to pick up where we left off.”
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Amherst football oﬀ to best start in five years
BY SAM

O’REILLY

Contributing Writer

Thanks to a few superhuman efforts
from junior quad-captain quarterback
Alex Vetras and freshman linebacker
Sam Clark, Amherst improved to 3-0 on
Saturday, its best start since 2004, after
taking a convincing 20-10 win over
Middlebury.
Vetras and Clark, who were named the
NESCAC offensive and defensive players
of the week, respectively, helped solidify
Amherst’s spot atop the conference standings, which it shares with Trinity.
“It was our first time beating Middlebury
in the four years that I have been here,”
senior safety and defensive captain Chris
Govey said. “It was definitely a big win
for us.”
Though the Amherst defense faced
a formidable Middlebury attack led by
standout junior quarterback Donald
McKillop, the Lord Jeffs were able to lock
down at the proper times, primarily due
to Clark’s efforts.
Despite McKillop setting a new Panthers
career record by connecting on 47 of his
74 pass attempts for 438 yards, he was
intercepted four times by the opportunistic Amherst defense. Clark, who had been
on the scout team until the previous week,
picked off two of McKillop’s passes — one
of which he almost ran back for a touchdown, and the other of which occurred in
the Lord Jeffs’ own end zone.
“[Clark] had been doing some really

MEN’S SOCCER
continued from page 16

composure, played more compact after
[the red card],” Flaherty said.
“For some reason, the game completely changed after that in our favor
when we went man-down for the first
time this year,” Muakkassa added. “We
were more motivated; we controlled the
game much better. It’s pretty funny the
way that worked out. The game really
turned around for the better.”
Tonelli picked up right where Bernstein
left off in goal, preserving the shutout.
He made one save in regulation and
another in extra time before the Jumbos
netted their game winner.
Both of Tufts’ victories this year have
come at home in evening matches against
non-conference foes, and both have also
required overtime to be decided. The
Jumbos’ only previous win was a 2-1 decision over Suffolk back on Sept. 29.
This victory in particular should give
Tufts newfound confidence, as they
earned it in spite of considerable adversity. Dealing with conditions at Bello
Field that were cold and windy, a keeper
making his first collegiate start and a
man-down disadvantage for more than
a quarter of the match, the Jumbos actually performed better when the cards
were stacked against them.
“This win really gets us some momentum
back, and we need to carry that into the
weekend and finally pick up a win against a
NESCAC opponent,” Flaherty said.
The Jumbos’ next chance to get in
the win column in conference play will
come on Saturday when they return
to Bello Field for a 2:30 kickoff against
Trinity. Tufts is unbeaten so far on the
Bello Field turf, but the Bantams may be
their toughest test yet.
Trinity has gradually ascended the
conference standings over the past several years and has firmly established
itself as a powerhouse this fall, sitting in
second place at 8-1-1 (4-1-1 NESCAC).
The Bantams, whose only loss of the
year came against conference leader
Wesleyan, will take the pitch against the
Jumbos riding a three-game winning
streak during which they have outscored
their opponents 10-2.
The match with Trinity will be Tufts’
second-to-last home game of the season,
with the finale taking place on Tuesday
versus Conn. College. Given that the
Jumbos are winless on the road this year,
they must win one of these two games to
stay in contention for a NESCAC playoff
spot, and they could certainly use a positive result in both.
“Hopefully we can use this win
against UMass-Dartmouth to get on
a little roll,” Muakkassa said. “Trinity
just beat Williams so they’re coming in
hot, but we should have a big crowd at
home, and we definitely have a chance
of pulling it off.”

as the Lord Jeffs’ starter, completed 35
passes against Middlebury to break the
previous Amherst mark, finishing with a
113.44 quarterback rating alongside 234
yards and two touchdowns. The junior
has tossed six scores on the season against
only one interception.
“Football has the tendency to evolve,”
Mills said. “Ten years ago, if you threw the
ball 20 times in the NESCAC, that was a
lot. Now, if you throw it 20, you are barely
throwing it. I think the league is very current with a lot of trends both offensively
and defensively.”
After their win against Middlebury, the
Lord Jeffs will take on lesser opponents in
Wesleyan and Bates, which have a combined 1-5 record. Amherst’s schedule will
get significantly tougher after that, however, as it will face Tufts and Williams, both
2-1, followed by a Nov. 7 home date with
Trinity, the only other undefeated team in
the NESCAC.
Despite the team’s success up to this
point and its legitimate chance at a conference championship, Mills insists that
the team take it one day at a time.
“Certainly the mantra, if you will, is ‘We
need to get better every day,’” Mills said.
“If we take care of business, we are certainly going to have a chance to win every
game. A lot of the times you have to have
things go your way, but if we can continue
to remain focused and practice hard each
and every day, then we are going to have
a fighting chance to at least be in every
game we play. That is all we can ask for.”

good things, so we figured we should give
him a chance,” coach E.J. Mills said. “He
moved up and started to practice with the
top defense and just kept improving. We
put him in for a series against Middlebury
and he did really well. We put him in for
another and he made a pick then almost
ran it back. I played him pretty much for
the rest of the game after that. He played
with a lot of maturity.”
“He is a really outstanding player,”
Govey added. “Turnovers can always be
game-changing, and those interceptions
were huge momentum swings.”
Amherst’s defense has been fantastic all
season, holding opponents to an average
of just 11.3 points per game. The Lord Jeffs
defeated Bowdoin 13-12 two weeks ago
with the help of multiple goal-line stands.
“They were down within our 10-yard
line six different times,” Mills said.
“Four times we held them to field
goals and twice we held them on the
goal line on fourth down. It was a real
defensive struggle.”
But even with a strong defense, wins
cannot come without offensive output.
An improved passing attack has also
contributed largely to the Lord Jeffs’
undefeated record.
“We used to be more of a two-back,
I-Formation type team,” Mills said. “We
have really moved towards the spread. I
think we can run it well. I think we got a
kid [Vetras] who can really throw it, and
we have some talented receivers.”
Vetras, who is in his second season

SCHEDULE | Oct. 15 - Oct. 21
THU

FRI

SAT

SUN

Football

vs. Trinity
1:30 p.m.

Field Hockey

vs. Trinity
12:00 p.m.

MON

TUE

WED

at Gordon
5:00 pm

at Harvard
3:30 pm

Men’s Tennis

Men’s Soccer

vs. Trinity
2:30 p.m.

Women’s
Soccer

vs. Trinity
12:00 p.m.

at Middlebury
6:00 p.m.

Volleyball

vs. Hamilton
at Middlebury
11:00 a.m.

vs. Conn.
College
7:00 p.m.
at Salem St.
4:00 p.m.

vs. Williams
at Middlebury
1:30 p.m.

at Endicott
7:00 p.m.

Women’s
Tennis

ITA Tournament ITA Tournament ITA Tournament ITA Tournament ITA Tournament
Mobile, Ala.
Mobile, Ala.
Mobile, Ala.
Mobile, Ala.
Mobile, Ala.
tba
tba
tba
tba
tba

Cross Country

Plansky Invite
at Williams
12:10 p.m.

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Field Hockey

Women's Soccer

Men's Soccer

Volleyball

Football

NCAA Div. III Field Hockey

(10-0, 6-0 NESCAC)

(6-4-0, 4-2-0 NESCAC)

(2-6-2, 0-4-1 NESCAC)

(19-1, 5-0 NESCAC)

(2-1, 2-1 NESCAC)

(Oct. 13, 2009)

NESCAC

OVERALL

T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

W
Trinity
6
Tufts
5
Williams
5
Amherst
3
Bowdoin
3
Middlebury 3
Conn. Coll. 2
Colby
1
Wesleyan 1
Bates
0

L W
0 9
0 10
1 5
3 7
3 7
3 7
4 3
5 4
5 4
6 1

T. Brown
A. Russo
M. Burke
M. Kelly
M. Scholtes
T. Guttadauro
L. Griffith
J. Perkins
K. Eaton

G
13
8
6
5
3
3
2
1
2

A
7
2
3
2
1
1
3
4
0

Goalkeeping
M. Zak
K. Hyder

GA
3
1

S S%
15 .833
10 .833

L
0
0
4
3
3
3
6
5
5
7

Pts
33
18
15
12
7
7
7
6
4

OVERALL

NESCAC

W
6
Williams
5
Amherst
Middlebury 5
4
Tufts
3
Bowdoin
2
Trinity
Wesleyan 2
1
Colby
1
Bates
Conn. Coll. 0

L
0
1
1
2
3
3
4
4
5
6

G
W. Hardy
5
C. Cadigan
2
A. Michael
3
S. Nolet
2
A. Maxwell
2
B. Morgan
1
L. O’Connor
0
J. Love-Nichols 0
A. Almy
0

NESCAC

T W L T
0 10 0 0
0 7 2 0
0 7 1 0
0 6 4 0
0 6 4 0
1 3 3 2
0 6 4 1
1 4 5 1
0 4 6 1
0 3 7 0
A
0
3
0
1
1
0
2
1
1

Pts
10
7
6
5
5
2
2
1
1

Goalkeeping GA S S%
K. Minnehan 6 39 .867

Wesleyan
Trinity
Williams
Amherst
Conn. Coll.
Bowdoin
Middlebury
Colby
Bates
Tufts

W
3
4
4
3
3
3
1
1
0
0

L
0
1
1
2
2
2
2
4
4
4

G
2
Blumenthal
2
B. Duker
D. Schoening 1
S. Saropoulos 1
1
A. Lach
1
R. Coleman
1
F. Silva
N. Muakkassa 0
0
B. Green

T
2
1
1
0
0
1
2
1
1
1

OVERALL

W
6
8
9
7
5
6
5
2
3
2
A
0
0
1
1
0
0
0
1
1

L
0
1
1
2
2
2
3
5
5
6

T
3
1
1
0
1
1
2
2
2
2

Pts
4
4
3
3
2
2
2
1
1

Goalkeeping GA S S%
17 35 .673
P. Tonelli
0 7 1.00
A. Bernstein

NESCAC OVERALL

Tufts
Amherst
Williams
Conn. Coll.
Bowdoin
Trinity
Wesleyan
Middlebury
Hamilton
Bates
Colby

W
5
4
4
5
3
3
4
2
0
0
0

Offensive
C. Updike
Joyce-Mendive
B. Helgeson
L. Nicholas
E. Lokken
K. Ellefsen
B. Neff
Defensive
A. Kuan
D. Feiger
B. Helgeson
C. Updike
N. Shrodes
K. Engelking

L
0
1
1
2
2
2
3
2
5
6
6

W L
19 1
14 3
12 5
14 4
13 6
9 5
8 10
11 4
3 20
9 6
4 13

Kills SA
227 14
195 0
166 12
82
0
74 10
34
0
33 10
B Digs
0 301
25 141
26 139
10 130
3 103
1
89

Amherst
Trinity
Tufts
Williams
Bowdoin
Colby
Hamilton
Middlebury
Wesleyan
Bates

Rushing
P. Bailey
D. Ferguson
McManama

W
3
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
0

L
0
0
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
3

PF
54
99
43
75
84
35
46
90
34
28

Points (First-place votes)
1. Messiah, 914 (43)
2. Salisbury, 858
3. Tufts, 790 (2)
4. Ursinus, 779 (1)
5. Trinity College, 686
6. SUNY Cortland, 671
7. Lebanon Valley, 662
8. Lynchburg, 570
9. Rowan, 448
10. Johns Hopkins, 439

PA
34
43
36
52
73
81
73
70
45
81

Att. Yds. Avg.
51 221 4.3
30
62 2.4
23
69 3.0

TD
0
0
0

Passing
Pct. Yds TD INT
McManama 40.3 345 4
2
Receiving
P. Bailey
B. Mahler

No. Yds Avg. TD
11 157 14.3 2
4
57 14.2 0

Defense
T. Tassinari
M. Murray
A. Perry

Tack INT Sack
0
32
0
1
24
0
0
19
0

N.E. Div. III Volleyball
(Oct. 11, 2009)
1. Tufts
2. Williams
3. UMASS Boston
4. Springfield
5. MIT
6. Conn. College
7. Brandeis
8. Plymouth State
9. Amherst
10. Coast Guard
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INSIDE MLB

Playoﬀ umpiring has fans singing the blues
BY

DANIEL RATHMAN

Daily Editorial Board

In Major League Baseball’s compact
postseason, heroics are instantly hallowed and mistakes are immediately
magnified. That applies not only to
the players who hit clutch home runs
or commit embarrassing errors, but
also to the fans who channel their
inner Bartman and — sometimes most
publicly — the umpires who preside
over it all.
This year’s Division Series were no
different from any other. They featured lots of timely hitting and an
abundance of costly blunders. Fans
of the New York Yankees, Los Angeles
Angels of Anaheim, Los Angeles
Dodgers, and Philadelphia Phillies
are now celebrating and preparing
for the championship series, while
supporters of the Minnesota Twins,
Boston Red Sox, St. Louis Cardinals,
and Colorado Rockies can only count
down the days until spring training,
2010. And yet, it is four of baseball’s
men in black who are dreading the
offseason most.
Sports fans often say that if the
name of an umpire or referee sounds
familiar, it usually means that they
don’t call a particularly good game.
And now, the names C.B. Bucknor,
Phil Cuzzi, Jerry Meals and Ron Kulpa
will live on in MLB postseason infamy.
Red Sox fans were left to feel that
Bucknor had an undue impact on their
losses to the Angels in Games One and
Three. The umpire missed a bevy of
calls at first base in the series opener
and then submitted Boston’s batters
to a seemingly trapezoidal strike zone
the following night.
Twins fans, meanwhile, are still
reeling from a call by left-field umpire
Cuzzi in their Game Two defeat, when
the veteran arbiter ruled what should
have been a double by Joe Mauer a
foul ball — even though it tipped off
outfielder Melky Cabrera’s glove and
landed inside the line. They’re convinced that Cuzzi’s New York roots
cost them a chance to pull off a riveting upset.
The Coors Field faithful who braved
near-freezing temperatures are wishing the worst case of frostbite on Meals
and Kulpa for wrongly awarding the
Phillies’ Chase Utley an infield single
that set up Ryan Howard’s game-winning sacrifice fly in Game Three.
On that play, the ball nicked Utley’s

RORY PARKS |
THE LONG-SUFFERING SPORTS FAN

And to
cap it all
off …

L

MCT

Umpires like Phil Cuzzi, shown here during a regular season game, are under fire for
a number of missed and potentially game-altering calls that they have made during
the MLB playoffs.
knee while he was still in the batter’s
box and therefore should have been
called foul. While some argue that
the home-plate umpire Meals didn’t
have any way of seeing this, Rockies
fans will retort that Utley took an
illegal route to first base to block
Huston Street’s throwing lane, which
should’ve resulted in an automatic
out. And if the dimensions of the
baseline are a judgment call that is
too questionable to fight, Colorado
supporters will provide evidence that
the throw beat Utley to first base and
that Todd Helton kept his foot on the
bag long enough to retire the batter.

All of those claims are indisputably valid. The calls were botched,
and the decisions certainly had some
negative probabilistic impact on the
teams’ chances of winning the games
at hand. But sometimes, it’s far more
important to see the forest than the
trees.
The calls that went against the Red
Sox in Game One would have mattered little if Jon Lester hadn’t served
up a fat cutter to Torii Hunter, or if
Boston’s offense had shown any signs
of life. Likewise, Bucknor’s strike zone
see INSIDE MLB, page 13

Games of the Week
LOOKING BACK (OCTOBER 13) | PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES VS. COLORADO ROCKIES
The never-say-die Philadelphia Phillies came one step closer to repeating as World
Series champions on Monday, beating the Colorado Rockies in Game Four of the NLDS
to take the series and move on to the next round. In typical Phillies fashion, it was a
nail-biter to the end, and it took some last-minute heroics to eek out the win.
Down 4-2 in the top of the ninth, with two men on and two outs, the king of Philly
— Ryan Howard — stepped to the plate. Howard took Rockies closer Huston Street’s
2-1 offering and sent it deep into right field, where it bounced off the wall, scoring
both runners and knotting the score at 4-4. With Howard on second, Jayson Werth
smacked a 2-2 slider into right-center to score the go-ahead run and give the Phillies
a chance to take the game.
All that was left was for a resurgent Brad Lidge to record the final out, and the
MCT
Phillies were on their way. Now set to face the Los Angeles Dodgers in the NLCS, which
starts tonight, the Phillies are in with a chance to become the first team to repeat as champions since the 2000 New York
Yankees — and the first National League team since the 1976 Cincinnati Reds.

LOOKING AHEAD (OCTOBER 17) | FOOTBALL VS. TRINITY
The Tufts football team is coming off a win for the ages, but if the Jumbos really want
to turn some heads in the NESCAC, then toppling Trinity from the ranks of the unbeaten
would be a great start.
The Bantams, coming off a 38-8 shellacking of Hamilton last weekend, roll into town
at 3-0. Trinity is tied with Amherst atop the conference rankings and is riding a 13-game
winning streak. The Bantams are also the top-ranked team in New England.
The Jumbos, though, will be riding the momentum of their 25-22 overtime win over
Bowdoin Saturday, their second straight victory. But the Jumbos’ No. 2-ranked scoring defense
will be tested by the best offense in the NESCAC, as the Bantams have put up 33 points a game.
ANDREW MORGENTHALER/TUFTS DAILY The Jumbos will need their top-ranked rushing attack to show up against a Trinity defense that
allows just 57.7 yards a game on the ground if they want a chance to win.
But Tufts does not have to be reminded that it was the squad that came closest to knocking off 8-0 Trinity last season,
losing 28-27 in overtime. Trinity needed a game-tying touchdown pass with 25 seconds remaining to stave off the upset
and another for the victory in overtime, keeping Tufts from giving the Bantams their first loss of the season and ending
their home winning streak. With a top spot in conference standings on the line, look for Saturday’s contest to be a grudge
match.

ast week, I was sitting in an ExCollege
class called “The Business of Sports,”
taught by Jan Volk, who served as
general manager of the Boston
Celtics from 1984-1997. As Mr. Volk began
to talk about the salary cap system that
three of the four major American sports
have in place, he explained how such a system manages to keep those sports largely
competitive, lamenting the fact that Major
League Baseball does not have one.
He said that baseball will never be truly
competitive until the league’s players’
union finally agrees to a cap — something
he’s more optimistic about than I am —
that allows small-market teams to at least
feel like they have a chance from one year
to the next.
Then a student piped up from the back
of the room, asking Mr. Volk, “So you’re
saying the [Tampa Bay] Rays didn’t feel like
they had a chance last year?”
“So says the kid in the Red Sox hat,” I
thought to myself.
Sure, the Rays were competitive last
year. Where did that get them this year?
And yes, the Florida Marlins won the
World Series in 1997 and 2003, as fans of
the current system like to point out.
But what those people don’t often
acknowledge it that the Fish blew up their
roster in the following years because they
couldn’t afford to pay everyone. That’s
what happens when your payroll is the
lowest of all 30 teams in the league and
less than 20 percent of that of the league’s
richest franchise. In the years between
their two World Series titles, and from
2003 to the present, the Marlins have had
to settle for either mediocrity or outright
embarrassment as a result of their financial struggles.
Look at this year’s playoffs. Five of the
eight qualifying teams were among this
year’s eight biggest spenders, and it would
have been six if the Detroit Tigers hadn’t
done their best New York Mets impression down the stretch. Using this statistic
as a foundation, Sports Illustrated’s Jon
Heyman makes a case that surprisingly
few sports journalists are willing to stand
up for these days.
While most baseball writers give Bud
Selig’s party line — “baseball is perfectly
competitive as is, just look how different
this decade’s World Series champions have
been” — when asked about the need for
a salary cap, Heyman notes that the big
spenders have, and will continue to have,
a tremendous advantage.
That’s because the playoffs themselves
are a crapshoot. To win the World Series,
a playoff team needs only to win eleven
games before it loses nine. That’s not a
terribly impressive feat. In fact, I bet even
my Baltimore Orioles manage that once or
twice a season.
Therefore, the more important factor in
determining baseball’s level of competitiveness is who gets into the playoffs, not
who wins it all. And this year’s postseason
is not an anomaly, as Selig might suggest.
Year in and year out, the eight playoff
teams include at least six representatives
from the top half of the league’s payroll.
The Minnesota Twins and Oakland
Athletics are usually the exceptions to that
rule. They have often been in the thick of
things despite being near the bottom of
the league’s payroll, trying to play David
to baseball’s overpaid Goliaths. However,
Minnesota benefits from a generally weak
and volatile AL Central, and many Oakland
rosters have been forced to undergo a fire
sale comparable to that of the ’98 and
’04 Marlins. I’m sure their fans would be
thrilled if, every once in a while, they didn’t
have to watch the incredible young players
developed by these teams spend the bulk
of their careers elsewhere. I think most true
baseball fans would like the same thing.
And by the way, if you go around town
in a Red Sox hat or a Dodgers jersey, please
keep your opinions about baseball’s parity
— or lack thereof — to yourself.
Rory Parks is a senior majoring in international relations and Spanish. He can be
reached at Rory.Parks@tufts.edu.
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MEN’S SOCCER

Jumbos earn thrilling overtime win over UMass-Dartmouth
BY

DANIEL RATHMAN

Daily Editorial Board

After losing a heartbreaker to NESCAC rival Colby on
Homecoming weekend, the
MEN’S SOCCER
(2-6-2, 0-4-1 NESCAC)
Kraft Field, Tuesday
OT
UM Dartmouth 0 0 0 — 0
Tufts
0 0 0 — 1
men’s soccer team was in
need of a strong performance
in
Tuesday’s
non-conference matchup with UMassDartmouth to bring some positive energy back to the team.
Though the game had no bearing on their postseason chances, the Jumbos played some of
their most cohesive soccer of
the year, improving to 2-6-2
(0-4-1) with a 1-0 victory in
overtime.
“This was a big game for
us because we needed to get
some momentum back after
that tough loss to Colby,” junior
midfielder Chris Flaherty said.
“And the way this season has
gone for us, any wins are big at
this point.”
With 1:25 remaining in the
first overtime period, freshman
forward Franco Silva delivered
the golden goal — his first career
collegiate tally — which came
after an impressive display of
footwork by the first-year striker. Silva collected a pass from
junior tri-captain midfielder
Naji Muakkassa near midfield,
weaved through the UMass-

Dartmouth defense and created
an open lane at the Corsairs’
net. Silva fired, beating rookie
goalkeeper Mike Phelan and
lifting the Jumbos to their second win of the season.
Throughout the first half
of the contest, the Jumbos’
defense was thoroughly tested
by a potent Corsairs attack.
UMass-Dartmouth came in riding a two-game winning streak,
and they were determined to
pressure Tufts from the getgo. With sophomore Alan
Bernstein making his collegiate
debut in goal for the Jumbos,
the Corsairs’ dynamic offense
seemed likely to prove troublesome. But Bernstein and his
defenders were up to the task.
The second-year goalkeeper
faced a dozen shots in the first
45 minutes of action but never
lost his poise, deflecting the six
that were on goal. Bernstein
directed the defense well and
looked comfortable in the net
— a promising sign for the
Jumbos’ future.
“Alan really played with confidence; he played as well as
we could’ve expected him to,”
Flaherty said.
However, Bernstein’s inexperience would show later in the
match, when Corsairs’ sophomore midfielder Robbie Muller
escaped on a breakaway in the
70th minute. Bernstein came
out of the 18-yard goaltender’s
box and broke up the play by
picking up the ball with his
hands, a decision that resulted in an automatic red card.
He yielded to senior and usual
starter Pat Tonelli with 20:14

ANDREW MORGENTHALER/TUFTS DAILY

With his golden goal strike, Franco Silva lifted the Jumbos to their second win of the season. Both of the team’s
wins have come in overtime.
remaining in regulation, having
notched seven saves without
allowing a goal.
“It was sort of unlucky for
Alan to get that red card, as the
ref really made a rash decision
given the situation in the game,”
Muakkassa said. “On the whole,
though, we weren’t playing very

well defensively and they had a
few good looks at goal, and Alan
made a few great saves to keep
them off the board.
“It’s also really good knowing that he can play well there
down the road,” he continued.
“We’ll have someone just as
solid playing in goal next year.”

Bernstein’s exit seemed to
reenergize the Jumbos, as being
down a man provided the team
with a sense of urgency that
would eventually propel them
to victory.
“We relaxed more, had more
see MEN’S SOCCER, page 14
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FIELD HOCKEY

Before leaving for the ITA Small College
National Championships in Mobile, Ala.
tri-captains Julia Browne and Meghan
McCooey of the women’s tennis team
spoke to the Daily about their expectations for how they’ll fare at the event.
The duo is looking to defend the national
championship it won in doubles a year

ago, while Browne is seeking to better
the fourth-place showing she posted in
the singles draw.
Log on to tuftsdaily.com and visit the
sports department’s blog, “The Score,”
to read snippets of the interviews with
Browne and McCooey.

SAILING

Criezis just misses qualifying
for nationals by one spot
BY

PHILIP DEAR

Daily Editorial Board

ALEX DENNETT/TUFTS DAILY

Senior Michelle Kelly, pictured here against Colby earlier this year, tallied two goals and an assist
as the Jumbos improved to 10-0 with a 8-1 romp over Conn. College yesterday at home.

Jumbos trample Camels 8-1
BY

CLAIRE KEMP

Contributing Writer

It wasn’t a nail-biter, but excitement was
in the air last night as the field hockey
team defeated Conn. College 8-1 and junior
FIELD HOCKEY
(10-0, 6-0 NESCAC)
Bello Field, Wednesday
Conn. College
Tufts

0
4

1
4

—
—

1
8

forward Tamara Brown broke her second
record of the week, taking the title for most
career goals scored in the program’s his-

tory. The dominating victory boosted the
Jumbos’ current record to 10-0 and 6-0 in
the NESCAC.
Brown posted her second consecutive hat
trick yesterday to pull her career goals total to
46, putting her two above the previous record
held by Aryn Landau (LA ’90). Her point total
also stands at 105 after tallying an assist in the
match, a category in which she surpassed the
previous program high on Saturday against
Colby. Both feats are even more astounding
considering Brown is only halfway through her
junior season and that she recorded only five
goals as a freshman due to a severe ACL tear.
On the Jumbos’ third goal of the game,
Brown tied Landau’s record by slamming
see FIELD HOCKEY, page 13

After a change of venue from Upper
Mystic Lake to the self-proclaimed “sailing
capital of the world” this past weekend, the
nationally ranked No. 10 co-ed sailing team
had a little hiccup, but for good reason.
Though the Jumbos as a team finished
17th out of 17 teams at the Moody Trophy
hosted by Roger Williams University in
Bristol, RI, senior tri-captain Andrew Criezis
was busy doing work at the New England
Men’s Singlehanded Championship.
Unfortunately for Criezis, who qualified
for nationals in his sophomore year, he was
unable to earn one of the top four qualifying
spots for the National Championship later
in the fall. But fifth place out of 21 of the best
collegiate singlehanded sailors in the country wasn’t too shabby, either.
“It was a little disappointing to miss qualifying for nationals by one spot because it
seems so close, but in reality the top four
sailors had a large lead ahead of me and
everyone else points-wise,” Criezis said.
“The top four are basically pro/world-class
sailors and their main job is sailing the
Laser at an international level. So to be able
to compete with world class sailors and
Olympians [such as Yale senior Thomas
Barrows, who won the event] and give them

a run for their money at times felt good.”
Criezis finished with 145 points over 19
races, while the fourth-place finisher, freshman Luke Lawrence from Roger Williams,
finished with 98. The winner, Barrows, accumulated only 55 points, finishing outside of
the top five finishers only once.
It would have taken quite a performance
to beat Barrows, the two-time defending
champion of the Singlehanded National
Championship. A sailor who’s already
accumulated a hefty number of accolades,
including winning the Laser North American
Championship in 2007, garnering numerous All-American awards and earning a
21st-place finish while representing the U.S.
Virgin Islands at the 2008 Beijing Olympics
in the Laser Class, Barrows is a formidable
opponent for any world-class sailor, let alone
a collegiate one.
Still, Criezis believes he has the talent
to beat Barrows, as he did in several races
throughout the weekend. It ultimately came
down to consistency, and Criezis was just
one step behind the top four sailors throughout the day in that department.
“He wasn’t untouchable; I could beat
him,” Criezis said. “But consistently over
almost 20 races, yeah he was untouchable. He also sailed in the Olympics and
see SAILING, page 13

