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Californians Against Unfair Tax Increases

FOR THMEDIATE RELEASE KR MORE_INFORMATION

Monday, May 2, 1588 Contact: Jeff Raimundo
or Nancy Beffarnan
{916) 448-83%07

SACRAMENTO =« Opponents of tha Tobaceo Tax Initiative said Honday
that increased crima, unfair taxation of low wage earners and a
multimillion=dollar windfall for doctors would be the principal rasult
of ths proposad axcise tax inersass on cigarsttes and tobacce products.

Backers of tha tax initiative were mchaduled to subnit signaturss
to county clerks around the stats Monday in an effort to qualify the
censtitutional amendment for tha Nevember ballot. It would ralses
approximately %650 millicn a year through & 25-cent per pack increase
in the state excise tax on cigarettess,

Asking cCalifornians to “take a oclomar look" at the trendy
initiative measure, representatives of californians Against Unfalr Tax
Increases (CAUTI) said the deceptive proposition contains hidden
payoffs for well-to-do initiative asponsors, penalizes the poor and
tinances programs unrelated to smoking ar tohaeco products,

At a series of press brisfings arcund the state, CAUTI also warned
that raising tha tax on cigarattes and othar tobacco products "would
péur hundreds of thousands of dollars of new black market profits inte
the already-sophisticated undarground acenomy controlled hy youth and
othar criminal qgangs in California.”
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Callfornlans Against Unfair Tax Increasss,
A Commitiee Sponsaced by the Tobaceo Indusery
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