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M~ANENTO -- Opponentr of the Tobacco Tax I n i t i a t i v e  ra id  Monday 
that  inoreased cr ine,  unfa i r  taxation of low vage earnerr and a 
multimillion-dollar windfall fo r  doctars vould be t h e  principal  r e r u l t  
of t h e  proposed excise t a x  increase on c igarot te r  and tobacw prodwtm. 

Baolcerm of t h e  t a x  i n i t i a t i v e  were mcheduled t o  nubnit siqttaturrs 
t o  county clerkm around the  s t a t e  Monday i n  an o f f o r t  t o  q u a l i b  t h e  
oonst i tut ional  4m.ndm.n t  fo r  t h e  lPwoOber bal lo t .  It would r a i r r  
approximately $650 million a year through r ? s - ~ e n t  p.r pack inoraasm 
i n  the stat. axc i r r  t ax  on cigarat tea.  

~ 6 k i n g  californianm t o  Htske a olomer lookn a t  t h e  trendy 
i n i t i a t i v e  moamure, repremmtativer of Californians Against Unfair Tax 
Increase8 (CAWTI) r a i d  the  deceptive proporition c o n t a i ~  hidden 
payoffm f o r  well-to-do i n i t i a t i v e  mponsorr, p m a l i r e r  t h e  poor and 
financmm program unrelated t o  rraokinq or tobacca groduotr, 

A t  a s e r i e s  of prams br ief ings  around m e  s t a t e ,  CAUTI alao warned 
t h a t  r a i s i n g  tha t a x  on o i g a r e t t * ~  and other tobacco ptoductfi I~tlauld 
pour hundred. of thourandm of dollarm of nev black market p ro f i t s  i n t o  
the already-mophimtiuatmd underqround economy controlled by youth and 
other  criminal gang, i n  C n l i i o r n i ~ . ~  
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