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Students for Justice in Palestine
hosts Israeli Apartheid Week
by Senait

Debesu

Contributing Writer

The Tufts chapter of Students for
Justice in Palestine (SJP) last week hosted its first annual Israeli Apartheid Week,
an international initiative aimed presenting Palestinian narratives, examining Israeli policies toward Palestinians
and fostering discussion among the
Tufts community.
The event was co-sponsored by the
International Relations Program.
Tufts SJP is a coalition of Tufts students
whose goal is “to place the Palestinian
narrative squarely on the agenda at Tufts
and to alter the power dynamics and end
our institutional complicity in the Israeli
occupation,” SJP member Lucas Koerner,
a sophomore, said.
SJP chapters in the Boston area have
supported the Tufts chapter in coordinating Israeli Apartheid Week. The Brandeis
University chapter of SJP, which also presented its first annual Israeli Apartheid
Week, has shared ideas and materials
with the group.
“The most important part of Israeli
Apartheid Week is to highlight all the
aspects of social, economic, political
reality in the occupied territories that

constitute apartheid,” SJP member Cory
Faragon, a senior, said.
“I would like to put the issue of apartheid into the campus discourse,” Koerner
said. “I would like to see Palestine
removed from its marginalized place,
and I would like it to be restored to the
center of social justice campaigns on
campus.”
The weeklong series of events, which
ended on Friday, featured a lecture last
Monday by Diana Buttu, a PalestinianCanadian lawyer and former spokeswoman for the Palestine Liberation
Organization Negotiations Support Unit.
The members of SJP went on a hunger strike Thursday as an endorsement
of non-violent protest and to recognize
Khader Adnan, a Palestinian activist.
Adnan went on a 66-day hunger strike
in protest of his detainment without
charge. The SJP hunger strike ended
with a 6 p.m. meal in Dewick-MacPhie
Dining Hall.
Max Blumenthal, a Jewish-American
journalist and author, delivered a lecture
Friday on the “Brand Israel” Campaign
and Taglit-Birthright Israel, a program
funded by Jewish communities from
see APARTHEID WEEK, page 2
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Tufts Friends of Israel (FOI) is currently hosting its second annual Israel Peace Week.

Friends of Israel hosts
Israel Peace Week
by

Melissa Wang

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts Friends of Israel (FOI) this week
is wrapping up its second annual Israel
Peace Week in an effort to support peace
in the Israel-Palestine conflict.
Israel Peace Week, which began last

Wednesday, will end tomorrow and is
part of a larger campaign on over 75 college campuses across North America,
according to FOI Co-President Shira
Shamir.
“All of the events really highlight the
see PEACE WEEK, page 2

Former SigEp house
to become FIC office
by Victoria

Leistman

Daily Editorial Board

oliver porter / the tufts daily

Boeing 787 Dreamliner makes debut appearance in Boston
Boeing’s brand-new 787
Dreamliner on Sunday made its
debut flight to Boston Logan
International Airport as part
of its worldwide promotional
Dream Tour.
On April 22, Japan Airlines will
start the first commercial service
in the United States using the
Dreamliner with a nonstop flight
from Boston to Tokyo. The flight
will be the first-ever direct service
between Boston and Asia, while
Japan Airlines will be the first carrier to operate the 787 in the U.S.,
Japan Airlines Senior Vice President

for the Americas Hiroyuki Hioka said
in a press briefing.
Edward Freni, director of aviation for the Massachusetts Port
Authority, said in a press briefing
that the service will begin on a limited schedule but will operate daily
beginning in June.
With larger, electronically
dimmed windows and dynamic
mood lighting, the 787 is different
from most other airplanes. Workers
built the Dreamliner largely from
carbon fiber-reinforced plastic,
which, along with new engines,
makes the aircraft lighter and more

fuel efficient and environmentally
friendly, according to Boeing. The
company says that the 787 variant
that Japan Airlines will use on its
Boston service can carry up to 250
passengers for 8200 nautical miles
while burning 20 percent less fuel
than similar-sized aircraft.
The aircraft offers a “smooth
ride” and “good passenger experience,” Boeing Chief Model Pilot
Randy Neville, who flew the aircraft
into Logan, said in a press briefing.

Inside this issue

—by Oliver Porter

The house formerly occupied by the Sigma Phi Epsilon
(SigEp) fraternity at 114 Curtis
St. this spring will be converted from a residential space
into office property for use
by the Feinstein International
Center (FIC).
The house has been vacant
since the end of May, when
SigEp members were required
to leave after an unsanctioned
Senior Week party resulted in
extensive damage to the property, according to Walnut Hill
Properties General Manager
Bruce Ketchen.
The university is looking to
relocate SigEp downhill where
the majority of the Greek
system resides, Director of
University Space Management
and Planning Lois Stanley said.
FIC, an institute associated
with the Friedman School of
Nutrition Science and Policy,
works to develop and promote responses to protect and
improve the lives of people in
crisis-affected and marginalized communities. The organization had to vacate its current
location on the fourth floor
of 200 Boston Ave. because
the space is being converted
to labs needed by the biology department, Director of
the Feinstein Institute Peter
Walker said.
“The university was obliged to
offer us a new home,” Walker said.

“Feinstein was good enough
to work with us on various
possibilities of where they
might move out,” Stanley said.
Walker said that construction is on schedule at the
house, and FIC anticipates
that the move-in process will
occur during the last week of
April.
Stanley and Ketchen worked
together with FIC to find the
best place to relocate the institute on campus.
“As we looked at all the
options, this seemed to be the
one that most closely met the
need of the user,” Ketchen told
the Daily. “This was largely
driven by the size of the space,
the location of the space, and
the desire of the tenant to be
in a location like this.”
Walnut Hill Properties and
FIC are currently in the process
of negotiating a five- to sevenyear lease, Ketchen said.
According to Walker, the
most difficult aspect of the
move was convincing the
city of Medford to rezone the
building from residential to
office property.
“Our argument to the city
was look, we’re a known tenant, every other building surrounding that building is Tufts
University office property, and
it’s going to be well looked
after,” he said.
However, now that the vote
has passed, the process of
see CURTIS, page2
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Super Tuesday
Members of the Tufts community
who registered to vote before Feb.
15 can vote today in Massachusetts
for the “Super Tuesday” primary
elections.
Voters will receive ballots for
the Democratic, Republican or
Green-Rainbow party to vote on
the candidates for president, state
committeemen, state committeewomen and ward committee.
Polls across the state will be open
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
A registered voter’s party affiliation determines which of the three
primaries he or she may vote in.
Voters who are not affiliated with a
party may choose to partake in any
primary.
Check activecitizen.tufts.edu to
view a map of polling locations
based on your on- or off-campus
residence.
—by Victoria Leistman
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FOI hopes to foster productive discussion on the Hill
PEACE WEEK

continued from page 1

fact that we want to show the campus that
Israel wants peace,” FOI Co-President
Erica Feldman said. “Israel has in the
past made painful sacrifices for peace
and will continue to do so in the future.”
Shamir, a sophomore, believes that
Israeli and Palestinian supporters should
join together to find solutions for the
issue rather than build tension between
the two sides.
“It’s more about how we can move forward. That’s why our message is ‘Peace
Takes Two,’” Shamir said. “It’s about
coming together and coming up with
new and different ways to move forward
because that’s the only direction to go.”
FOI has three events planned for Israel
Peace Week, Feldman, a sophomore,
said, adding that FOI tried to diversify its
events by offering multiple perspectives
from which to assess the conflict.
The first event, which happened last
Wednesday, was a screening of the documentary “Israel Inside,” a film that is
meant to explore Israel’s impact on the

world outside of the conflict as well as
offer an inside look at the everyday life of
an Israeli citizen.
“We wanted to start off the week on
a positive note and to show that there’s
more to Israel than the conflict,” she
explained.
Shamir said for the second event,
which occurs this afternoon, Israeli journalist Ben Dror Yemini will discuss antiIsrael media bias and give his opinions
on what some view as apartheid in
Israel.
According to FOI Vice President Ayal
Pierce, tomorrow’s final event features
David Keyes, the Executive Director of
Advancing Human Rights, who will speak
about the Arab Spring and its impact
on human rights and revolution in the
Middle East.
“He really does fit in with our theme,
our messages for Peace Week, as far as
Israel’s consistent pursuit of peace and
Israel being the only democracy in this
unstable region now,” Shamir said.
Feldman believes that Keyes will help
provide the campus different perspec-

tives of the conflict that students might
not have realized before.
“Israel actually has one of the best
human rights records in the world despite
being in a state of war for sixty-four
years,” she said. “That’s something that’s
definitely not talked about in the media.
It’s definitely not common knowledge.”
All three FOI leaders said they hope
Israel Peace Week will encourage discussion among Tufts students.
“I think it’s a lot more ‘Tufts’ in talking about the conflict and talking about
positive and progressive ways to move
forward with this instead of fighting like
a lot of campuses tend to do,” Pierce, a
freshman, said.
Feldman hopes that by next year, the
respective governments of each side will
have reached an agreement settling the
conflict.
“I think our overall message is that
we want to see productivity on the campus about the Israel-Palestine issue and
hope that we will get together … and
that we can be cooperative together,”
Feldman said.

SJP member notes segregation, occupation as obstacles to peace in Israel

APARTHEID WEEK
continued from page 1

around the world that provides a free
10-day trip to Israel for Jewish students
between the ages of 18-26.
“I think that Blumenthal is going to
be very controversial and exciting in the
sense that Birthright is something that is
very relevant on this campus,” a member

of SJP, who wished to remain anonymous, said prior to the lecture.
“We are not trying to conflict with
the message of peace in the country …
Peace isn’t possible until all of the nittygritty problems are recognized,” Grace
Michaels, a freshman and a member of
Tufts SJP, said. “You can’t overlook segregation, apartheid or occupation.”

oliver porter for the tufts daily

The house formerly occupied by SigEp at 114 Curtis St. will now be used as office space
for the Feinstein International Center.

SigEp brothers scattered around
campus, hold weekly meetings
CURTIS

continued from page 1

meeting building regulations for public spaces has presented a new set of
challenges. For example, to avoid the
installation of a $100,000-200,000 elevator, a compromise was reached with
the city to make the first floor accessible to the disabled, Walker said.
“The payoff is that we are not allowed
to have the public enter the second and
third floors where the faculty offices
are,” he said. This means students and
visitors are allowed to meet with professors only on the first floor.
Other important steps in the conversion included enlisting an architect
to redesign the space from a fraternity
atmosphere to that of an office, a fire
chief to install and assess a sprinkler system and representatives from
University Information Technology
(UIT) to set up the wireless network,
according to Walker.
“The changes that are being made
there are really tailoring it to an office
use,” Ketchen said.
Contributions from Walnut Hill
Properties and the Friedman School
are being used to fund the project,
Walker said.
“Even though it’s all internal Tufts
money, we all still have to sign agreements with each other,” Walker said.
All the damage done by SigEp members, however, was repaired before the
office renovations began, Ketchen said.
The brothers involved in the incident contributed over $10,000, about

85 percent, to the repair bills, SigEp
President Michael McCarthy, a junior,
said in an email.
The remainder was paid off by
alumni and chapter budget surpluses
to cover costs separate from the Senior
Week party damage, including covering up fraternity letters and re-insulating the walls, he said.
The SigEp brothers have a meeting
today with the university to discuss
future housing options for the fraternity, McCarthy said.
According to McCarthy, the fraternity had a three-day ultimatum to
turn in the names of those responsible last May. The seniors involved
feared not being able to graduate and
the majority of the other brothers
were unaware of what had happened,
as they had already left campus for
the summer.
“To our knowledge, at no point
was an investigation launched by the
university or [Tufts University Police
Department] into what occurred
other than to demand answers that
did not exist from representatives of
the fraternity who were not present at
the incident,” he said.
Currently, the brothers are living
in various residences around campus
but come together for weekly meetings in Pearson Chemical Laboratory,
McCarthy said.
“When it comes down to making a
choice for freshmen to decide which
house to accept a bid from, the lack
of a house really hurt us,” he said.

scott tingley / the tufts daily

The Tufts chapter of Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) last week hosted its first annual
Israeli Apartheid Week, which included a speech by Diana Buttu.
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Montreal offers a number of famous attractions, including the Biodome, which allows visitors to experience recreations of four
different ecosystems of the Americas. It also features a thriving restaurant and bar scene.

Culture Shock: Montreal

Tufts students encourage peers to experience another country’s city
Amelia Quinn

Daily Editorial Board

Is it realistic for Tufts students to make
an international weekend getaway? If
you’re going to Montreal, it’s not only
feasible, but the city’s numerous attractions and restaurants will also make it an
unforgettable weekend.
Montreal, named “Canada’s Cultural
Capital” by Monocle Magazine, is divided into several different neighborhoods,
including the city’s downtown, the Old
Montreal historical district, Chinatown
and the Latin Quarter.
Old Montreal contains many attractions, including the Notre-Dame de
Montreal Basilica, the Montreal City Hall
and the Montreal Science Centre. Nearly
all of the architecture and cobbled streets
in Old Montreal have been maintained or
restored and often feature horse-drawn
carriages, painting a picturesque scene.
Instead of just falling into tourist traps,
visitors should make sure to explore both
the famous parts of Montreal as well as the
city’s hidden treasures.
“There were three things that I did that
were special,” junior Natalie Salk said.
“During the day, we went to the Biodome.
The Biodome was awesome, and a great
day activity for people of every age.”
The Biodome allows visitors to walk
through replicas of four ecosystems from the
Americas, consisting of a South American
rainforest, the North American wilderness,
an estuary habitat modeled on the Gulf
of Saint Lawrence and a polar area that is
divided into the Arctic and Antarctic.

“The animals even got super close to
you,” Salk said. “Some of them would even
walk around when you walked.”
Besides its sightseeing destinations,
Montreal also boasts an impressive collection of restaurants. Students recommended finding restaurants off the beaten path.
“My friends and I went to Beautys
Luncheonette, which is this really cool
old-fashioned diner,” junior Monica
Stadecker said. “We were walking through
the Old Quarter, and there was a restaurant that from the front looked really
small and cheap, but a guy came out and
invited us in. It opened up to a beautiful
outdoor terrace with brick walls covered
in ivy, and we had tons of delicious food,
including poutine.”
Daniel Hurwit (LA ’09), a current
Fletcher Student, also had a dining recommendation.
“Crucial to any Montreal trip is the pregoing out fuel from Boustan on Crescent
Street. It’s unbelievably delicious Lebanese
cuisine — authentic, reasonably priced
and delicious,” Hurwit said. “The French
cuisine is exquisite, but be careful if you’re
not used to it. It’s so rich it will make you
pass out … my favorite dish was called
duck in a can, but I needed a nap after
eating it.”
In addition to its many delicious restaurants, Hurwit said that Montreal has a
great bar scene, which is a major draw for
college students.
“You’ve got to hit up Crescent Street,”
Hurwit said. “There’s a good number of
bars, also René Lévesque [Boulevard],
Saint Laurent [Boulevard] and Rue
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Saint Jacques … basically it’s all permeated by an extremely fun vibe, partially
because of the fact that the drinking age
is 18, which opens up three more years’
worth of people who are all enjoying
themselves.”
He also recommended that visitors
strive to get an authentic Montreal
experience.
“There are classy places like Peel Pub
that get accolades and a lot of press, but
they’re not the true Montreal experience,” Hurwit said. “You want to find a
Montreal that you can’t find in Boston,
and that’s the mix of couches, live music,
a good bar selection, and, quite honestly, drinking games — like the table
top version of shuffleboard at Brutopia,”
he said.
Brutopia Brewpub, located in downtown Montreal, boasts three bars on three
floors, as well as three terraces for the
milder months. On top of full-flavored
house-made, imported and micro-brewed
draft beers, both finger foods and sandwiches are available. Although Brutopia is
not really off the beaten path, both Hurwit
and Salk spoke highly of it.
“Brutopia is great for a pre-raging activity,” Salk said. “If you go you should try out
their raspberry beer. It was delicious. The
shuffleboards were also really fun.”
The fact that French is the city’s official
language is not the only difference between
Montreal and Boston. In Montreal, clubbing as well as drinking is available to
anyone above the age of 18, which proved
to be a memorable treat to under-21 Tufts
students.
“My friends and I went over the summer after high school when we were 18,
and we went to Saint Laurent which has
all the bars and clubs,” Stadecker said.
“We were toured around by my friend’s
friend who is from the area. We went to
Tokyo [Bar], which had a rooftop terrace
and a bar.”
Salk named Tokyo Bar as her third and
final highlight, as well.
“At night, Tokyo [Bar] was awesome. We
went clubbing there and the music was
good,” Salk said. “There were two dance
floors, and a lot of people who are very
eager to dance with you.”
In all, Montreal can provide a fun destination for Tufts students looking to get
away from campus for a weekend.
“A huge part of the trip is how you
approach the journey and what you do
during the journey,” Hurwit said. “Go in
with a plan. Make sure to exchange your
Canadian money before you leave, and
be respectful at the border, but you’ll be
surprised at how laid-back people are.”

ack in my day, we didn’t have
Google. In fact, that’s probably true
for you readers as well. It’s hard to
remember now, but indeed there
was an Internet (back then, it was so novel
that people capitalized it) before Google.
In order to reflect on how the Internet has
changed, one has to start off by talking
about what it was and, at its heart, still is.
Although most people prefer the term
“website” now, the name “Web page” is
somewhat more indicative of what the
Internet actually consists of. The originating idea behind the Internet was simply a bunch of pages with links to each
other. This concept is known as hypertext, which is what the HT in HTML
stands for. Of course, people quickly
caught on that you could provide links
not just to other pages, but to media and
documents as well.
However, the big game changer was
the idea of “linking” to another computer.
Whereas the very beginnings of hypertext
were like having a research paper with an
index, the idea of using multiple computers was the equivalent of having all the
research papers ever written organized
by who cited whom.
Given this pile of papers, though, you’d
probably have no idea where to start. Well,
the original solution didn’t completely
solve the problem, but it helped. Every
computer was assigned a name. At first
this name was a number (IP address) but
that system proved to be unscalable. The
system of domain names was invented,
which basically meant that if you typed
in a name, the computer automatically
found the corresponding number and
sent you there. To this day, typing “www.
google.com” directs your computer to go
to 72.14.204.103.
Although you probably think of a computer as something on which to browse
the Internet and a server as something to
contain the Internet, a server is in reality just a computer. Likewise, when you
connect to the Internet, your computer
gets an IP address just like a server does.
Although this functionality is turned off
by default on home computers, it is possible to host a website from your own
computer.
However, your computer doesn’t have a
name like a server does, just an IP address.
More importantly, your computer isn’t
always connected to the Internet like a
server. It’s important to note that an IP
address is assigned to an Internet connection, not a computer. This means that
every time you connect to the Internet, you
have, contrary to popular belief, a different
IP address. Don’t go and illegally download
Bridesmaids just yet, though — there are
ways to identify specific computers on the
Internet. I’m too lazy to write about how
that works, though, so Google it.
Speaking of Google, how’s that work?
Well in short, Google contains the Internet.
Really. Google programs have looked at
every known server and followed every
link, downloading the Internet. When you
search for “Tufts Dars” (if you don’t know
what that is already, trust me, Google
it), Google looks through its copy of the
Internet for all text containing those
words. The closer those words appear to
each other on a page and the more popular the page is, the higher up the page is
on your list. For every page on the list,
Google provides you the link of where it
downloaded its copy.
Luckily, servers can tell Google not
to copy the private parts of a site. The
cool thing is that some websites do this
for the entire site; you can’t find them
through Google, only through knowing
their address. The collection of these sites
is known as the Deep Web.

Ben Schwalb is a member of the class of 2012
who majored in computer science. He can be
reached at Benjamin.Schwalb@tufts.edu.
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TV Review

‘Fringe’ straddles line between crime, sci-fi
by

Kate Griffiths

Daily Editorial Board

“Fringe” has it all: clever plots, intriguing storylines, great acting and a truly
bizarre yet gripping subject matter.

Fringe
Starring John Noble, Anna Torv,
Joshua Jackson, Jasika Nicole
Airs Fridays at 9/8c p.m. on Fox
The show’s plot centers on the happenings of a small sub-division of the
FBI, aptly named the Fringe Division. The
group is headed by the somber Phillip
Broyles (Lance Reddick), who employs
Olivia Dunham (Anna Torv) as his chief
agent. The show began with Olivia needing to recruit the ingenious Walter Bishop
(John Noble) for help on a case involving
weird and inexplicable occurrences. But
the only way to get Walter out of the mental asylum he had been locked up in for
seventeen years was to find his estranged
son Peter, played by Joshua Jackson, and
have him look after his father throughout
the process. This inevitably leads to father
and son becoming closer and the three of
them forming a tight, cohesive unit.
“Fringe” is essentially another procedural crime show. For example, season
one employed the much-used formula
of solving a ‘mystery of the week.’ But
unlike most crime shows, the writers
managed to sprinkle the beginnings of
later plot points throughout the earlier episodes, allowing a cleverly crafted
long-term story to slowly develop over

Courtesy Fox Broadcasting Company

The Fringe Division sets about solving its latest case.
the seasons. Clearly, audience members
who tune in sporadically will not grasp
the finer points of this show.
“Fringe” is currently on its fourth
season and has progressed from simple
storylines to those dealing with parallel universes and multiple versions of
each character. Though this may sound
ridiculous, everyone involved in creat-

ing the show has managed to finely
tune the script and the line delivery to
the point that they can pull viewers into
fantastical situations without losing a
sense of realism.
The appearance of parallel versions of
the characters forces the actors to deal
see FRINGE, page 6

Music Review

Passionate songwriting fuels ‘Wrecking Ball’
by

Dan O’Leary

Contributing Writer

In a recent interview with several
journalists in Paris, Bruce Springsteen
explained how he has always viewed

Wrecking Ball
Bruce Springsteen
Columbia Records
his work as being about “judging the
distance between American reality and

the American dream — how far it is at
any given moment.” Throughout his
40-year career, Springsteen has been
lauded as a workingman’s hero, but
many critics doubted that a multimillionaire rocker could accurately
capture working-class sentiments at
this late of a stage in his career. The
resilient Springsteen succeeds in this
mission with his 17th studio album
“Wrecking Ball,” delivering one of his
most musically adventurous works in
decades while at the same time offering a pointed social commentary on
the economic inequality in the current
American landscape.

Working with producer Ron Aniello
for the first time, Springsteen has created a sonically diverse album that
incorporates elements of varying
musical genres such as rock, folk, rap,
gospel and country with production
techniques like sampling and looping.
Throughout the album, Springsteen
demonstrates an audible passion and
anger over the economic despair facing America, a theme that will likely
resonate with many individuals today.
It should be noted, though, that the
majority of the album was written prior
see BRUCE, page 6

Cable27 via Flickr Creative Commons

Springsteen proves to still be “The Boss”when it comes to making music with his new album ‘Wrecking Ball.’

James Barasch | Barasch On Books

Adventure
Capitalists

M

erchant Kings: When Companies
Ruled the World,” by Stephen R.
Bown, is an interesting hybrid of
history and biography in which
Bown tells the story of the golden age of
European venture capitalism through the lives
of six of the most influential businessmen
between 1600 to 1900. These six men — Jan
Pieterszoon Coen of the Dutch East India
Company, Peter Stuyvesant of the Dutch West
India Company, Robert Clive of the British
East India Company, George Simpson of the
Hudson’s Bay Company, Alexandr Baranov
of the Russian American Company and Cecil
Rhodes of Cape Colony — lived in an “Age of
Heroic Commerce.”
They mixed personal ambition and ruthless
business sense with imperialism and a desire
to build worldwide monopolies that would
send the treasures of the world back into their
own pockets and those of their shareholders.
Engagingly written, “Merchant Kings” relates
the stories of these men and their endeavors,
which preceded many subsequent socioeconomic problems enduring between the “first”
and “third” worlds.
From 1600-1850, Europe’s global expansion
was largely led not by kings and governments
but by merchants and joint-stock companies
seeking spices and other valuable goods to
supply the growing markets of its developing
consumer culture. When they failed to negotiate better terms of trade using ruthless trade
practices with local suppliers and cut-throat
competition with their European rivals, the
great trading companies furthered their interests by commanding their own private armies
and using them in pitched battles against
native peoples and European competitors
alike. It was thus for profit, not empire, that
most European nations ventured into Asia,
Africa and the Americas.
These six corporate “kings” were all tough,
calculating men with fine business senses and
an unflinching commitment to extracting the
greatest profit out of their respective territories, regardless of the human cost — a fact that
made them unpopular even within their own
companies. Peter Stuyvesant was so detested
by the Dutch inhabitants of New Amsterdam,
of which he was a Founder, Director-General
and Governor, that they handed him over to
an enemy British warship without a struggle.
Other “merchant kings,” however, like
Robert Clive, felt a moral responsibility to
control some of the more outrageous human
rights abuses and suffered as a result of their
efforts to defend the third-world natives from
the depredations of their European compatriots. Clive, a military genius who defeated the rival French East India Company in
1748, conquered Bengal for the British East
India Company in 1756 and later became its
Secretary-General, grew so despondent at his
inability to control his company’s practices
in that territory that he committed suicide in
1774 at age 49.
Many of modern Western society’s cruelest prejudices have origins in the adventure
capitalist era. The “merchant kings” Baranov,
Coen and Rhodes used racism to justify the
continued expansion and governance of nonEuropean peoples. While they exploited the
bloody rebellions by local populations against
subjugation in order to construct false perceptions in Europe of rapacious and barbaric
peoples requiring an enforced “civilizing”
presence, it was these Europeans, rather, who
were the “uncivilized” ones. Nevertheless, this
rationalization slowly worked its way into the
European cultural psyche in the later years of
imperialism (1850-1900), as famously represented in Rudyard Kipling’s “The White Man’s
Burden” (1899).
“Merchant Kings” is a thought-provoking
and excellent read with a new perspective
on some of the historical foundations of the
current economic system and how the roles
of business and government were intertwined
in that era. Bown’s focus on personalities and
general trends does not make for particularly
deep, scholarly or sophisticated reading, but
its understandable style introduces to a general audience the lives and times of six influential traders, adventurers and early imperialists.
Rating: ***1/2

James Barasch is a sophomore majoring in history, reachable at James.Barasch@tufts.edu.
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Housing
Two newly rebuilt apartments, four
beautiful bedrooms each. Large
kitchens with granite countertops,
new stoves dishwashers, microwaves, and refrigerator. Washers,
dryers, and off street parking,
disposal and a large living room.
Please call George at 617-407-1114
or Danny at 781-396-0303.

Housing
4 bed for $2700, 5 bed for $3000,
could be used as a 9 bed for
$5700. Available June 1st. Right on
campus. Call Tom at 978-460-2073
or email at tom@exitboston.com.

Arts & Living
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Housing

Wanted

-

Apartment for rent. 62 Powder
House Boulevard. 3rd floor. 4 or 5
bedrooms. Available June 1st. Call
Charlie at 781-646-7434.

$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge location.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com

-

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

New Springsteen album addresses inequalities in American life
BRUCE

continued from page 5

to the Occupy movements.
“Wrecking Ball” begins with
a damning critique in the song
“We Take Care of Our Own,” a
sweeping opener that immediately makes the album’s
intentions clear by questioning the current validity of
the American dream. With
its catchy chorus and upbeat
orchestration contrasting the
slightly cynical lyrics, the song
is bound to be as widely misinterpreted as Springsteen’s
1980s hit “Born in the USA,”
but the verses make it very
clear that he believes that
“Wherever this flag’s flown/We
take care of our own” is a false
statement.
While the opening track
sounds like much of Springsteen’s
classic work, the second track
“Easy Money” deviates from this
with a swinging, folksy style reminiscent of his album “We Shall
Overcome” (2006). The actions
of the song’s blue-collar couple
indicate where Springsteen has
directed much of his anger, in
that they plan to go on a robbing
spree to emulate the actions of
the “fat cats.”
Springsteen’s anger at bankers continues in the upbeat
folk-stomper “Shackled and
Drawn,” portraying a frustrated working class in a scenario where “Up on banker’s
hill the party’s going strong/
Down here below we’re shackled and drawn.” Among all of
the anger and frustration felt
by these characters, a second

theme of resilience begins to
emerge in the album, embodied by the narrator of the
beautiful ballad “Jack of All
Trades” and the people of the
raging Celtic-influenced track,
“Death to My Hometown.” The
album’s emotional low point
occurs in the moving ballad
“This Depression,” where the
narrator struggles for any
last glimpse of hope. “This
Depression” features a moving guitar solo by guest player
Tom Morello.
This lost hope is restored in
the title track, where the album’s
mood shifts from one of frustration to a quest for redemption. Springsteen’s intonation
to “Hold tight to your anger,
and don’t fall to your fear” is
accompanied by a surging horn
that propels this upbeat rocker,
and the defiant growl of “Bring
on your wrecking ball” in the
chorus adds to the song’s rousing theme.
This theme of redemption
is maintained for the rest of
the album in the spiritual track
“Rocky Ground” and the uplifting closer “We Are Alive.” “Rocky
Ground” proves to be one of
Springsteen’s most experimental songs to date, combining a
gospel choir with a Springsteenpenned rap delivered by backing vocalist Michelle Moore.
Although this album is not
recorded with the E Street Band,
a question that has been hovering over the release of “Wrecking
Ball” is how Springsteen will
address the death of longtime
sax player Clarence Clemons,

Cable27 via Flickr Creative Commons

Forty years in the music business isn’t wrecking Springsteen’s career.
who passed away last year.
Clemons’ likely final recorded
solo on a Springsteen album
can be found on the breathtaking penultimate track “Land of
Hope and Dreams,” a stirring
epic that easily stands as one of
Springsteen’s best songs of the
past decade.
While this sweeping anthem
has been a staple of his concerts since the E Street Band
reunion in 1999, its studio
premiere features the power

of a full band combined with
a backing gospel choir that
serves to embody the album’s
themes of redemption and
renewed hope. Within the
song, Springsteen uses imagery of a metaphorical train
to encapsulate the album’s
theme, which could double as an emotional tribute
to Clemons with its promise
to carry winners, losers and
“sweet souls departed.”
With this latest album,

Springsteen proves once again
why he has been a dominant
figure in American music
throughout his career, never
resting on his laurels and constantly striving to take new
musical risks.
Those risks pay off beautifully in “Wrecking Ball,”
combining dynamic musical
directions with heartfelt lyrics questioning the “distance
between American reality and
the American dream.”

Continued character development makes cancellation threat unwarranted
FRINGE

continued from page 5

with a wide range of situations.
Torv has played three different
versions of her character already,
including an Olivia whose
mind was inhabited by that of
William Bell, a character played
by Leonard Nimoy of Star Trek
fame. Torv did a fantastic job of
impersonating Nimoy, given his
deep, trademark voice and slow
manner of speaking.
Fringe has also investigated
various methods of storytelling
that less zany crime dramas could
not pull off. One recent episode
narrated by Walter Bishop was
entirely musical, as Bishop tells a
story to a young visitor to the lab
while extremely high on marijuana. There has even been an
animated episode, during which
the characters delved into Olivia’s
thoughts in the hopes of releasing her from the grip Bell had on
her mind.
The plot winds through incredibly emotional and touching
episodes with aplomb, injecting
moments of comedy throughout. This is mostly due to Noble’s
frank and poignant portrayal of a
stereotypical mad scientist who,
not so stereotypically, is even
willing to destroy a world to save
his son’s life.
Another feather in the show’s
cap is that all guest stars and
recurring characters succeed in
remaining incredibly in tune with
the show’s atmosphere and plot.

Courtesy Fox Broadcasting Company

The cast of “Fringe” seems ready for anything in this sci-fi crime drama.
One particular standout performance is that of FBI agent Astrid
Farnsworth, played by Jasika

Nicole, who only recently had her
story discussed through a parallel
version of her character.

Nicole was stirring in her
portrayal of both a character
who is autistic and confused

by her familial relations and
a character who feels overwhelming empathy for this version of herself.
Even the villains of the show
are compelling and, at times,
sympathetic. The antagonist of
season one, David Robert Jones
(Jared Harris), is a clever and
manipulative man who always
seems to be one step ahead
of the FBI. Thomas Jerome
Newton, who plays the leader of
the shape-shifters (yes, there are
shape-shifters), is a wonderfully
suave and savvy bad guy.
The intertwining of alternate
universes and multi-season plot
arcs can sometimes be confusing, but as long as the viewer
pays attention, everything will
remain clear.
There is much to admire in
“Fringe,” from the original and
unique take on the science-fiction/crime genre, to characters
such as the Observers — pale,
bald individuals that appear at
important moments throughout
history.
“Fringe” is one of the few
shows currently on the air that
consistently delivers thoughtprovoking
and
entertaining episodes. The characters
remain believable and there is
an intriguing plot development
each week.
Rumors that “Fringe” is to be
cancelled after the end of the
current season will hopefully
prove false.

Tuesday, March 6, 2012

The Tufts Daily

advertisement

7

The Tufts Daily

8

THE TUFTS DAILY
Daniel J. Rathman
Editor-in-Chief

Editorial
Craig Frucht
Ethan Sturm
Managing Editors
Laina Piera
Brionna Jimerson
Elizabeth McKay
Mahpari Sotoudeh
Jenna Buckle
Shana Friedman
Nina Goldman
Lizz Grainger
Stephanie Haven
Leah Lazer
Victoria Leistman
Patrick McGrath
Melissa Wang
Falcon Reese
Amelia Quinn
Victoria Rathsmill
Derek Schlom
Hannah Fingerhut
Nadezhda Kazakova
Lily Sieradzki

Executive News Editor
News Editors
Assistant News Editors

Executive Features Editor
Features Editors
Assistant Features Editors

Matthew Welch Executive Arts Editor
Zach Drucker Arts Editors
Adam Kulewicz
Melissa MacEwen
Anna Majeski Assistant Arts Editors
Joseph Stile
Kate Griffiths
Alexander Hanno
Chris Poldoian
Bhushan Deshpande
David Kellogg
Seth Teleky
Ard Ardalan
Yiota Kastritis
Elayne Stecker
Devon Colmer
Wes Engel
Louie Zong
Jonathan Green
Elliot Philips
Michael Restiano
Carter Rogers
Jyot Singh

Executive Op-Ed Editor
Op-Ed Editors
Assistant Op-Ed Editors
Cartoonists

Editorialists

Aaron Leibowitz Executive Sports Editor
Matthew Berger Sports Editors
Lauren Flament
Claire Kemp
Kate Klots
David McIntyre
Alex Prewitt
Alex Baudoin Assistant Sports Editors
Zachey Kliger
Connor Rose
Justin McCallum
Jodi Bosin
William Butt
Ashley Seenauth
Scott Tingley
Caroline Geiling
Takuma Koide
Misako Ono
Oliver Porter
Andrew Schneer
Kyra Sturgill
Kristen Collins
Alex Dennett
Dilys Ong

Editorial | Letters

Tuesday, March 6, 2012

editorial

Limbaugh abandons reason, takes GOP
platform with him
Rush Limbaugh is the ultra-conservative pillar of American talk radio. Even
for a talking head, Limbaugh is often
offensively verbose. After Georgetown
University law student Sandra Fluke testified at a congressional hearing in favor of
the Obama administration’s mandate for
employee insurance to cover birth control
costs, Limbaugh called her a “slut” and a
“prostitute.”
He alleged that, in asking Georgetown’s
health insurance to cover contraception, she
was asking in effect to be paid to have sex.
“She’s having so much sex that she can’t
afford the contraception,” he said. (It’s also
worth noting that while blasting Sandra
Fluke, Limbaugh got her name wrong — he
called her Susan.)
After the ensuing firestorm, which
involved a social media movement
anchored by the Twitter sign #boycottrush
and nine of his show’s sponsors backing
out, Limbaugh issued an apology. He conceded in his statement that his choice of
words was “not the best,” and that the
entire situation was the result of a poor
attempt to be “humorous.”
Limbaugh’s unfathomably stupid stance
on sex and birth control obviously does not
represent the stance of the party he champions. Though many Republicans oppose
the mandate, we’re certain very few of them
would argue that women who benefit from it
should be obligated to distribute videotapes
of their sexual activity, as Limbaugh stated.

Nevertheless, Republicans must realize
that once one of their four presidential prospects has beaten the others into submission,
President Obama and the Democrats will be
standing across the ring. And on issues like
this, they must tread carefully. The primaries have devolved into such a tedious and
vicious affair that the longer-term plan —
toppling Obama and the Democrats — may
not be at the forefront of Republicans’ minds
right now.
The reason the ice is so thin on the issue
of birth control, as opposed to differences in
economic policy, is that economics doesn’t
have the same type of personal effect that
health issues do. On issues of birth control,
the further a group finds itself drifting to one
side, the more voters it stands to lose from
the moderates that represent the difference
between a win and a loss in November. And
the Republicans as a whole may find themselves sliding too far toward Limbaugh, at
least in the eyes of the general public.
The ascent of Rick Santorum to the front
of the primary pack has hurt the Republican
Party in a similar fashion, and the damage
may be irrevocable when it comes to the
November general election. And, on the offchance that Santorum is the nominee, his
pitiful attempt at defending Limbaugh will
do him no favors in the eyes of the many
Americans who already view his social positions as medieval. When asked to comment
on Limbaugh’s remarks, Santorum feebly
replied that “an entertainer can be absurd.”

As GOP strategist Alex Castellanos
insightfully remarked, “Republicans being
against sex is not good. Sex is popular.”
Castellanos was likely thinking specifically
of sex’s popularity among the youngest voters. In developing an image of an anti-sex
party, the Republicans are setting themselves up for a beating at the Democrats’
hands when it comes time to win the youth
vote, especially that of young women.
To win a general election, one must
appeal to a majority of the population. In
fighting battles for the highly conservative
voters, the Republican image may be drifting too far toward the unviable wing that
Limbaugh inhabits. Whether the ideology
has changed at the core of the party may
not even be relevant anymore.
To say that Rush Limbaugh crossed the
lines of civility doesn’t begin to describe it.
Republican leaders should be calling for
his show to be pulled from the airwaves.
Instead, by meekly denouncing him, as
Mitt Romney did by saying that Limbaugh’s
comments were “not the language I would
have used,” they are essentially saying that
what was said wasn’t that far out of line.
By November, Republicans will bitterly regret standing by and doing nothing
while Limbaugh defined their agenda on
matters of birth control. And if they fail to
separate themselves from these extremists
in the future, the party may become as
outdated as the sex policies they appear to
be defending.

body and does not conduct votes about
proposals.
Instead, people are upset that the
proposition is extremely unfair. Getting
rid of six bus routes serving Somerville
and 101 weekday routes overall (in addition to all commuter rail service after 10
p.m., all commuter rail service on weekends, weekend bus routes, plus multiple
forms of fare increases) would have an
enormously negative impact on MBTA
riders. The proposed changes disproportionately affect the poor (low income
housing is often not as convenient for
other options of public transit), the very
young, the elderly and the disabled. For
many, public transportation is their only
means of accessing employment, health
care, groceries and school for children
and adults. Furthermore, the proposed
cuts would create safety problems. I
myself would be left without a safe route
to my home after dark, if the 96 bus is
indeed cut (which is planned under one
of the two scenarios).

Perhaps Tufts undergraduates who
can use a shuttle or don’t need to go
off campus don’t really need to care
about public transit in the Boston area,
or more generally don’t need to care
about an area they will remain in for
just four years. For Tufts employees
like myself, as well as faculty, graduate students and others with a more
permanent personal interest in the
Medford-Somerville area, the proposed
service cuts are devastating. In short,
it’s more than reasonable to care about
this issue and safe to say that those
who are passionate about this crisis
are so with good reason, as opposed to
being somehow abstractly concerned
with idealistic principles of “democracy” and “fairness.” Belittling those
who are rightly concerned about such
a vital issue in an editorial cartoon is
not only foolish and short-sighted, but
mean-spirited.

Wes Engel
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Letter to the Editor
To the Editor,
I was particularly irritated by Wes
Engel’s March 1 editorial cartoon on
the subject of the MBTA open meeting held at Somerville High School
last Tuesday evening. Engel depicts an
over-excitable crowd protesting outside the school while inside at the
meeting, an MBTA official respectfully solicits the opinion of attendees. Despite the fact that this somewhat misrepresents the frustrating and
impassioned character of the meeting,
and to say nothing of the fact that all
protesters subsequently participated
in the prescribed format of the meeting instead of choosing to remain outside, ranting incoherently in a way
seemingly amusing to Engel — I don’t
think that anybody is complaining that
the proposed MBTA cuts and fare hikes
are “undemocratic.” This would be a
strange criticism, considering that the
MBTA administration is not an elected

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

Phoebe Heyman
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ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.

The Tufts Daily

Tuesday, March 6, 2012

9

Op-Ed

Walt Laws-MacDonald | Show Me
The Money!

The Power of Hello

Anyone
find $1.6
billion?

by Sam Sommers

It remains one of the most vivid and
influential memories of my time at Tufts. I
was in my office over the summer, reading
through written comments from the back
of my teaching evaluations (yes, faculty do
read those). While this was a large class with
close to 100 students, one set of remarks in
particular made me stop and think.
The comment: Thank you for the way
you taught this course. In the moments
before each class started, you walked
around and talked to us, chatting about
the course, asking about our weekend or
just joking around. And what I appreciated
the most is that you did this with everyone
in the room — not just the students you
already knew, the ones who sat up front or
those who looked like you do, but everyone. Thanks for that.
I don’t share this paraphrased student
comment to toot my own horn. In the
interest of equal time, I could just as easily show you those evaluations that have
taken offense at things I’ve said, criticized
my grading or expressed more general
dissatisfaction with my classroom performance. No, I share the comment above for
a different reason: because, as I mentioned,
it made a lasting impression.
I’ll admit, though, that I had a mixed
reaction upon reading it. On the one hand,
I was encouraged that I had created a welcoming classroom climate, at least for this
particular student. But I also found the
comment sobering. And a bit sad. Because
its implied message was that this student
did not feel the same way in every one of
his classes. All it took to make a positive
impression were my token gestures of smiling, saying hello and making small talkand
doing so in equal measure with every student in the room. That this was enough to
merit special mention struck me as damning through faint praise.
Tufts is a wonderful place. I genuinely
believe that, and I think many faculty, students and staff on campus do as well. We
do a lot of things exceptionally well at this
university. But that doesn’t mean we can’t
do them even better. After all, in addition to
being wonderful, Tufts is also a place with
extraordinarily high standards, and that
means constantly striving to identify areas
for self-improvement (a la faculty members
reading through their teaching evaluations
after each semester).
This week’s effort at campus self-improvement is the “Say Hello” campaign
launched by our new Office of Intercultural
and Social Identities Programs. It’s a simple
idea, really: pick up a slogan button on
Wednesday or Thursday at the dining halls
or campus center, and remind yourself (and
fellow Jumbos) to say hello to each other.
Don’t confuse simple with unimportant,
however. As I learned from my teaching
evaluations that summer afternoon, saying
hello makes a difference. There’s surprising
power to hello.
That’s not just me (and student evals)
talking — that’s science. Behavioral
research demonstrates that little things
make a big difference when it comes
to social interaction. Data indicate, for
example, that smiling is contagious. That
employees who smile more tend to have
customers who are more satisfied. And
even that holding a pen in your teeth so
that the ends of your lips curl upward —
forcing your mouth into a smile you aren’t
even aware of — leads you to find a joke
funnier and just enjoy what you’re doing a
little bit more.

F

clarissa sosin / the tufts daily

Saying hello has similar effects. Yet all
too often, we don’t do it. As we walk across
campus, most of us have a lot going on —
around us and in our minds. You’re thinking
about that impending due date or that text
message you probably shouldn’t have sent.
You’re listening to music through headphones or focusing all your mental energy
on locating and avoiding patches of ice
(during a normal winter, at least).
Behavioral researchers have studied this
tendency, too, right down to giving it a
catchy name: stimulus overload. The idea
is that our environment constantly bombards us with information — with sights,
sounds, smells and more. To accomplish
daily goals and get where we’re trying to go,
we have to block out some of those stimuli.
So we put on perceptual blinders to conserve mental energy, allowing us to focus
on the task at hand.
But these blinders also leave us less aware
of what’s happening around us. You’re less
attuned and connected to other members
of your community when you walk briskly
across campus, head down, lost in thought,
thumbing through your iPhone (a misdemeanor I know I’m as guilty of as anyone).
Whether or not we mean to, we send
a message when we do this. While you
know quite well that you’re a friendly and
welcoming person who’s just temporarily
busy, distracted or running late, passersby form less generous impressions. And,
thus, a university full of personable and
warm individuals inadvertently becomes
less hospitable in the aggregate — particularly in the eyes of anyone who already had

doubts regarding his or her own social/
intellectual/political identity on campus.
So follow the lead of our new Office of
Intercultural and Social Identities Programs
later this week: Grab a button and say hello.
Say it to the casual acquaintance, the former professor, the co-worker at lunch and
the woman who sits down in the row from
you in lecture. In those few minutes before
your class or meeting starts, don’t use the
time to fire off one last email; instead, make
the minimal effort required to introduce
yourself to the guy next to you.
One last research finding to share: what’s
the biggest obstacle to college students
forming friendships across boundaries
(be they departmental, demographic or
other perceived differences)? It’s not lack
of interest; almost all students will tell you
they wish they interacted more with people
from a variety of walks of life. No, the
big obstacle is the belief that others lack
interest — that “people like that” aren’t
interested in getting to know “people like
me.” Saying hello is a simple way to start
disproving those assumptions.
Happiness isn’t a prerequisite for smiling;
sometimes smiling is what makes you happier. By the same token, remind yourself to
say hello and you actually contribute to a
friendlier and more inclusive campus climate. As a former student once taught me
(anonymously), sometimes the simplest
things make the biggest difference.

who are prone to disseminating misinformation and lies.”
Though claiming to cite certain “critics”
of the One State Conference, the implication in reference to Buttu’s talk at Tufts
is unmistakably slanderous. Nowhere is
there any evidence that Buttu is responsible for any statements amounting to
“misinformation and lies.”
The author must clarify that the view

of the ‘critics’ he claims to cite is an
extreme position that has no bearing on
the content of Diana Buttu’s Feb. 27 lecture.

Sam Sommers is an Associate Professor of
Psychology at Tufts University.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
It has come to my attention that the
March 1 editorial titled “Harvard gets it
right” contained certain accusations that
could be considered as outright slander.
In referring to Diana Buttu, whom SJP
hosted for a lecture on Monday, Feb. 27,
the writer characterized her as one of
several “notoriously anti-Israel speakers

Regards,
Lucas Koerner
Class of 2014
Tufts Students for Justice in Palestine

ederal investigators discovered a $165
million transaction between MF Global
accounts last week. The transaction
was made — and then unsuccessfully reversed. One hundred sixty-five million
dollars is not even Mitt Romney-level spare
change. But in the ever-deepening saga of MF
Global, it accounts for barely 10 percent of the
$1.6 billion missing from the firm’s accounts.
Welcome to the living nightmare that is MF
Global. The financial derivatives brokerage
filed for corporate bankruptcy on Halloween
of last year, after reporting a shortfall in its
customers’ accounts of nearly $900 million.
Four months later, federal investigators are
still trying to recover more than a billion dollars in funds. Many have begun to fear that
most of the money has simply vanished into
thin air, never to be seen again.
MF Global is an extremely rare case in the
history of corporate bankruptcies and missing account funds. When Texas energy giant
Enron collapsed in December 2001, it took
financial journalists and accounting experts
months to discover that the firm had been falsifying profits for several months. A Londonbased UBS trader had managed to lose $2
billion after a series of bad trades, but that loss
had not affected customers’ accounts.
But MF Global didn’t show any signs of failure. There were no outrageous profits or rogue
traders, no history of risky investments or
even a major market collapse to create a sudden need for capital. Rather than a snowball
of unfortunate events, MF Global seemed to
spontaneously combust in less than a week.
Operations at MF Global quickly ground to
a halt after the company reported a quarterly
loss of over $190 million on Oct. 25. After failing to find a buyer under such short notice,
the two-hundred-year-old institution filed for
Chapter 11 six days later.
Since the firm’s whirlwind collapse, the circumstances have become clearer. The huge
loss was due to a bad bet on foreign sovereign
debt. When the bonds tanked, MF moved
$700 million from its customers’ accounts to
its own trading account to cover its losses.
CEO and former New Jersey Governor Jon
Corzine drew much criticism in the weeks
following. Corzine is the equivalent of a Wall
Street journeyman. After an illustrious career
at Goldman Sachs that included a five-year
run as CEO, Corzine tried his hand at politics.
When Corzine returned to finance in March
of 2010, many saw it as his last hurrah. Rather
than sit back and run a hedge fund on his
reputation, he felt the need to make one last
big bet.
Yet as details of the firm’s final days emerged,
Corzine and chief risk officer Michael Roseman
appeared more and more clueless. MF Global’s
accounts had a lethal mix of risk exposure
and accounting trickery. One side of its carefully balanced book began to tip, and the firm
imploded. When Roseman testified before
Congress earlier this year, he made a point to
say that Corzine had spearheaded the Eurodebt bets. Even when Roseman warned him
of the implications such risky bets could have,
Corzine apparently brushed off his concerns.
I have tried to work MF into my day-to-day
vocabulary, and it is surprisingly applicable
in many situations. For instance, whenever
one of my friends is about to invest several
billion dollars in risky sovereign debt — an
all too common occurrence among Tufts
students — I’ll be straight with them: “That’s
MF’d up, yo.”
Jokes aside, the most distressing part of the
MF Global saga is that the collapse does not
only impact the firm’s shareholders. Many
of MF Global’s account holders are farmers
looking to lock in prices for future crops. At
a time when the market as a whole has been
making steady progress, the collapse of MF
Global continues to shock the financial sector. But perhaps it will serve as an example: A
rogue trader can hurt profits, but a CEO can
break a company.
Walt Laws-MacDonald is a freshman who has
not yet declared a major. He can be reached at
Walt.Laws_MacDonald@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Monday’s Solution
Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: CHANGE THIS NOW!

Level: Inspiring more passion than Mitt Romney

Late Night at the Daily

Monday’s Solution

Falcon: “I tried chewing it, but it just got bigger in
my mouth.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Please recycle this Daily.

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley
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Sports

Magic’s, Celtics’
seasons depend on
deadline decisions

Softball

INSIDE NBA

continued from back

have been an enigma in the Eastern
conference. Their roster is oddly built,
yet somehow they have found success
in the regular season and had a breakthrough in the postseason last year.
Former All-Star center Al Horford has
been out for a significant portion of the
season, and Joe Johnson has regressed
statistically and has also missed time.
The team is kept on life support by the
high-flying Josh Smith, who is having
an absolutely monster season, and Jeff
Teague, who was a welcome revelation during last year’s playoffs. While
they continue to find ways to get by,
the Hawks might be an easy out in the
playoffs.
Prediction: No. 7 or 8 seed

Justin mccallum / the tufts daily

Senior co-captain Lena Cantone hit a terrific .435 last season and drove in 34 runs.

Senior Cantone leads youthful Tufts squad
As the 2012 softball season approaches,
the Jumbos are preparing to improve on a
strong 2011 campaign.
Led by co-captains Lena Cantone and
Izzie Santone (E ‘11), the team played to a
23-18 overall record — including an impressive 9-3 mark against NESCAC opponents
— and won two games in the NESCAC
tournament before being knocked out by
Middlebury. Santone and fellow senior Kim
Miner (LA ‘11) have since graduated, and
the program will now focus on building
around its young talent.
Cantone will undoubtedly be the leader
both on and off the field. Now entering
her fourth year with the team, the 5-foot-2
infielder is coming off a terrific junior season,
during which she hit for an astonishing .435
average and collected 34 RBIs.
Cantone’s RBI total was surpassed only
by rising sophomore catcher Jo Clair, who
emerged as one of the great individual talents in the NESCAC, exploding for 42 RBIs
in her first season and shattering the school’s
single-season homerun record with 16 long
balls. Clair had an almost comical .815 slugging percentage last year, .271 points higher
than anyone else on the team.
There will probably not be another Jo
Clair in this year’s freshman class, but the
team is eager to see what the new players
will bring to the table. All signs suggest they

will not disappoint.
“Our freshman class is really strong,”
Clair said. “They play multiple positions, they
are versatile, and they are all great hitters.
We’re all excited to see what they can do
on the field.”
The Jumbos will open their 2012 campaign with the usual trip down to Clermont,
Fla., for the annual NTC Spring Games from
March 17-24. The trip will not only provide
some early-season game action, but will also
allow players and coaches to build chemistry
and get acclimated with one another as
they prepare to make another run at the
NESCAC title.
“We have really good team chemistry as
it is,” sophomore infielder Chrissie Massrey
said. “But those 10 days together really foster a family environment and help us to realize what our goals are as a team and help us
to gauge just how good we can be.”
Tufts will return home from Florida to
take on Springfield College on the road
on March 28. Then, the Jumbos will land
back in Medford to battle conference rival
Bowdoin in a three-game series from March
30-April 1.
“Our first and primary goal is to win
NESCACs,” Massrey said. “But we also think
we can go deep into Regionals. This is our
year to do it.”
—by Zachey Kliger

Boston Celtics (7th)
The Celtics are currently in seventh
and are in arguably the most volatile
situation in the NBA. Virtually everyone is on the trading block, and don’t
be surprised if GM Danny Ainge blows
up a championship-winning roster (see
the Kendrick Perkins trade last season).
Nonetheless, the Celtics seem to play
their best basketball when the trade
chatter is at its loudest. Their overtime
win on Sunday against the Knicks, in
which Rajon Rondo posted a ridiculous
triple-double (18 points, 17 rebounds
and 20 assists), demonstrated that this
team is still able to win tough games.
But until they make a commitment to
a single direction to take the team, they
will remain near the bottom of the playoff picture. And if they part ways with
Rando, things won’t get any easier.
Prediction with Rondo: No. 6 or 7 seed;
without Rondo: No. 8 seed
New York Knicks (8th)
The Knicks have the talent to compete with the top teams in the league,
but they have yet to reach their potential. The Jeremy Lin revelation proved to
be the final piece of the puzzle in completing their roster. Now that their star
players Carmelo Anthony and Amar’e
Stoudemire have returned from injury
and are now regularly in the starting
lineup, the only thing they need is more
time for the players to buy into coach
Mike D’Antoni’s run-and-gun system. Their defense has shown signs of
improvement, but Melo’s willingness to
be a more efficient shooter and a more
willing ball-mover will be the key to the
team’s success going forward.
Prediction: No. 5 or 6 seed

Athletes of the Week
Kate barnosky | women’s basketball
The women’s basketball team managed to make it to the Sweet 16 of the NCAA tournament due to
several key individual performances this past weekend, but perhaps none was more important than senior
co-captain Kate Barnosky’s effort in Saturday’s Round of 32 game against Johns Hopkins.
	After posting a measly three points against Misericordia in the opening game of the weekend, Barnosky
came out the next night determined to make a bigger impact. She carried her team, scoring 18 of the
Jumbos’ 55 points. Though she only shot 4-12 from the field, the forward hit nine out of her 10 free throw
attempts, helping Tufts control the pace of the game and seal it in the final moments.
Barnosky’s play was nothing surprising for the Jumbos, who have seen the Huntington Station, N.Y.
product lead the team in scoring despite playing just the third-most minutes on the team. Barnosky played a
season-high 36 minutes against Johns Hopkins and also excelled on the glass, grabbing seven rebounds to
add her impressive season total of 179, good for second on the team.
The Jumbos will need a similar performance out of Barnosky if they hope to advance out of the Sweet 16,
which will take place on Friday evening when Tufts takes on St. Thomas (Minn.) in Chicago.
Regardless of its fate, the team has already had a successful year, and Barnosky is a big reason for that.
William Butt / The Tufts Daily

curtis yancy | men’s track and field

courtesy tufts athletics

	Entering the Indoor Track and Field ECAC Championships at the Armory in New York City this Saturday, junior
Curtis Yancy was ranked 10th in the weight throw with a season-best mark of 54-2 1/2 that he achieved in the
season opener at the Jay Carisella Invitational in December.
But by the end of the day, Yancy stood atop the field of 24 athletes, setting a new personal best by over two
meters – more than seven feet. Yancy’s heave of 61-4 1/4 earned him the ECAC title in the event -— 4 1/4 inches
ahead of the runner-up — and is the second-best throw in Tufts history, just over four inches off the school record
of 61-8 1/2, set in 1951.
Yancy’s victory on Saturday was the lone Jumbos win of the weekend and was a big factor in Tufts’ runner-up
finish among 62 scoring teams. The win added 10 points to the Jumbos’ total of 48 points.
	Saturday’s throw also granted Yancy his first trip to the NCAA Div. III Championships this weekend. Among
the 13 athletes awarded bids in the weight throw, Yancy ranks 11th with Saturday’s mark. To return to Tufts with
a coveted All-American honor in his debut on the national scene, Yancy will need to surpass his current rank to
finish among the top eight. The preliminaries and finals for the weight throw will begin at 5:00 pm on Friday at
Grinnell College in Iowa. Yancy is among six athletes on the squad who earned national bids.

Alex Prewitt | Live from Mudville

The NFL’s
Boba Fett

O

h, how we love our NFL scandals. Spygate. Sex boat. And now,
bounties.
One, if true, was a blatant
instance of cheating. Easy. The second,
a pleasure cruise in 2005 with prostitutes
imported from Atlanta and Florida. The
third? Explicitly illegal in the NFL, sure,
but straddling the line between “acceptable in the name of the game” and “morally outraging.”
After all, this is the NFL, a league that
seems to pick and choose qualms according to its preset agenda, a league that
regularly dishes out fines under the guise
of “player protection” but explores an
18-game season that would surely wreck
its employees in the long run. So what
can we draw out of the New Orleans
Saints bounty scandal?
On Friday, the NFL said an investigation by its security department discovered that longtime defensive coordinator Gregg Williams employed an illegal
bounty system, which rewarded players
for plays, especially those that knocked
opposing offensive players out of the
game. A similar system was reported to
have existed in Washington, when five
former Redskins told The Washington
Post that Williams did the same thing in
the nation’s capital.
Targeting players, it seems, is a part
of the game, as integral as Hail Marys
and Gatorade baths. No one makes it
explicit like a formalized bounty, but isn’t
it undeniable that, in a sport predicated
on bone-crushing hits, executing such
shots on opposing stars is constantly
on defensive players’ minds? Even so,
does that make it any less excusable for
Williams to offer up thousands of dollars,
making him a proverbial mob boss hidden behind a headset?
This week, ESPN.com’s John Clayton
wrote that bounties are far worse than
the New England Patriots’ infamous
Spygate case in 2007. He predicted that
punishment will exceed the $750,000 fine
and loss of a first-round draft pick levied against the Patriots in ’07. He wrote,
“Football is a sport that’s violent enough.
Having an incentive to hurt players can’t
be accepted.”
The word “incentive” intrigues me
here. Clayton’s syntax implies that it’s the
“incentive” which cannot be accepted,
not the actual practice of hurting players. Players get hurt all the time, so how
can we determine intentionality? Unless
there’s monetary incentive, it will all get
chalked up to “competitive edge,” “intensity” or the clichéd like.
There’s seemingly no defense for offering up thousands to harm others, but
players are trying. Matt Bowen, a former
Redskin under Williams, wrote a column
in The Chicago Tribune on Friday, saying, “You do what [Williams] wants: play
tough, push the envelope and carry a
swagger that every opponent sees on
tape.” But when that envelope is stuffed
with Benjamins, it gets pushed too far.
Defensive end Philip Daniels, one of the
former players sourced in the Post article,
told them that “[Williams] never told us
to go out there and break a guy’s neck or
break a guy’s leg. It was all in the context
of good, hard football.” When “good, hard
football” — see the aforementioned clichés designed to mask ill will — is framed
in the context of mercenary practices,
especially given the league’s recent rhetoric surrounding concussion prevention,
we reach a paradox: Even if the hit is legal
under NFL rules, does the illegality of
offering someone money to hurt someone
else supersede it? Of course.
Money begets winning. Winning begets
more money. It’s an ugly tradition of
biblical structure and proportions. The
NFL will respond in kind, dealing out
punishment proportional to the pain.
Will that even get at the real issue? All of
the league-issued rhetoric surrounds the
bounties, but shouldn’t we be worried
about player safety first and foremost?
When the NFL’s image is at stake, why
should the league care?
Alex Prewitt is a senior majoring in English
and religion. He can be reached on his blog
at http://livefrommudville.blogspot.com or
followed on Twitter at @Alex_Prewitt.
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Inside the NBA

Dissecting the top eight teams in the Eastern Conference
MVP candidates Derrick Rose, LeBron James have Bulls, Heat on top
by

Iguodala, a veteran by the team’s standards, has kept the young guns grounded.
He is one of the primary playmakers on
the team and was deservedly rewarded
with an All-Star Game appearance. The
team probably has the best bench in the
NBA, led by Lou Williams and Thaddeus
Young, who are first and third on the
team in scoring. The 76ers are not great
at executing in the half-court offense
when they are without a low-post presence, but look for that to change when
Spencer Hawes, who was having a breakout season, comes back from injury.
Prediction: No. 4 or 5 seed

Cameron Yu

Contributing Writer

Just over halfway through the NBA
season, the Eastern Conference playoff
picture is more or less set, with eight
teams firmly holding on to playoff spots
at the moment. Unlike the West, the rest
of the Eastern playoff race will be mainly about improving positioning in the
standings, rather than establishing a .500
record just to get into the playoffs. The
current playoff picture features a blend
of hungry, youthful teams and superstardriven teams ready to make title runs.
Here’s how they stack up:
Chicago Bulls (Current standing: 1st
Place)
Even though the Bulls earned the top
seed in last year’s playoffs and currently
have reigning MVP Derrick Rose at the
point, it’s quite a surprise that the team
currently holds the top seed. Rose, Luol
Deng and Richard Hamilton have missed
games due to injuries. Many of the issues
that surrounded the team last year still
remain: The Bulls still lack a quality twoguard and outside threat, and Boozer
has had a slight dip in scoring output.
Yet coach Tom Thibodeau has the team
make up for its weaknesses by playing
hard-nosed defense night in and night
out, and that should allow them to hold
onto the number one seed. Still, they
need to relieve the scoring and creating
loads currently placed on Rose. Though
he carried the team to a top seed last
year, he needs more help this year.
Prediction: No. 1 or 2 seed

Miami Heat (2nd)
Despite what many are calling the
greatest single statistical season of
LeBron James’ career, the Heat are the

MCT

Derrick Rose has the Bulls soaring above the rest of the Eastern Conference, but he will need
his teammates’ help if he wants to bring home an NBA title.
second seed at the moment. Chalk that
up to their incredibly streaky play —
they can flat-out dominate a stretch of
games (see nine straight wins by 12 or
more points) but can also go cold for a
few games. All in all, it hasn’t quite been
the season Miami was envisioning at
the start. With Dwyane Wade and Chris
Bosh both missing some time, it’s been
the LeBron show from the start, and
he has been thriving with a better supporting cast than he had in Cleveland.
If they can hit their stride toward the
end of the season, the Heat will have
a good shot to surpass the Bulls in the
East and to take home the O’Brien
Championship Trophy.
Prediction: No. 1 or 2 seed
Indiana Pacers (3rd)
The Pacers are, surprisingly, in third
place at the moment. Look closely at
their roster, though, and it’s not too hard

to see why. They have a quality point
guard in Darren Collison — a key piece
in a point guard-driven league. The addition of David West in the offseason was
huge, as now it gives the team a pair
of low post threats when you throw All
Star Roy Hibbert into the mix. Danny
Granger provides lethal outside scoring for the team, and Paul George is an
athletic monster. Indiana is also blessed
with a deep, productive bench. Perhaps
the only problem is that there really isn’t
a player on the roster who can be tagged
with the leadership role. If the Pacers can
buy into a team mentality, look for them
to make an ’04 Pistons-type run.
Prediction: No. 3 seed
Philadelphia 76ers (4th)
The 76ers are one of the most fun
teams to watch in the NBA. They are a
mostly young bunch that plays tough
defense and loves to run the floor. Andre

Atlanta Hawks (6th)
For the past few seasons, the Hawks
see INSIDE NBA, page 11

Squash

Men’s Lacrosse

Jumbos go winless at Individual
Nationals against top opponents

Jumbos hit the beach for Judgment Day 2012
On Sunday, for the third consecutive year, the men’s lacrosse
squad held its annual Judgment
Day team building workout.
But this year, the Jumbos knew
“The Program” would be a little different: they were headed
to Hingham to spend the day in
sand and icy waters.
The Jumbos drove south on
Sunday afternoon, and, led by
former Navy SEAL Coleman
Ruiz, began their rigorous workout. Designated Jumbos led
their teammates through various calisthenics on the beach,
focusing on detailed execution.
With temperatures in the thirties, the team was cold, sandy
and tired. And they knew this
was only the beginning.
The Program staff split the
Jumbos into smaller “crews”
and gave them inflatable rafts
to carry. The groups raced
across the beach, competing
against their own times. The
field trip culminated with a
team-wide boat race to an
island and back — a true test
of their communication and
teamwork.
“Doing all of this on the
beach was more challenging
than doing it on Bello Field,”
said senior attacker Jordan
Korinis of his third time through
The Program. “Running on the
sand can be tough, especially
after diving into the freezing
ocean to get fully submerged.”
Yesterday morning, the
team returned home to Bello
for part two of the process. The
workout began at 4:30 a.m. in
subzero temperatures.

Orlando Magic (5th)
In a shortened NBA season that has
already been weird in many ways, no
team is having a weirder season than the
Orlando Magic. It is hard to predict where
they will land, because it is impossible to
know what will happen to them before
the trade deadline. Much like the Denver
Nuggets of last season, the Magic are
continually fielding trade offers for the
best center in the game, Dwight Howard.
Through all the hoopla, the team has had
good stretches and bad stretches — likely
due to a lack of focus — and it has culminated in a fifth-place standing. Ryan
Anderson is having a breakout season
as a three-point shooter, which fuels the
Magic’s inside-out style of play. The rest
of this season for the Magic will hinge on
where Howard ends up, what they can
get in return for him, and how motivated
he will be if he stays.
Prediction with Howard: No. 3 or 4 seed;
without Howard: No. 6, 7 or 8 seed

virginia bledsoe / the Tufts Daily archives

The men’s lacrosse team used to hold its annual ‘Judgment Day’ solely
on the familiar turf of Bello Field. This year, though, the Jumbos hit the
beach to battle the elements before returning home Monday morning.
The Jumbos repeated their
pushups, mountain climbers
and, like every year, jumping
jacks. Once they achieved their
goal of “one perfect jumping
jack” — meaning every member of the team completed a
flawless jumping jack in perfect unison — the training was
complete.
Though the players walked
off the turf exhausted, they
knew they were better prepared
for Saturday’s season opener at
Hamilton because of it.
“The most valuable takeaway for the upperclassmen
was the reminder that this
team is 0-0 and has accomplished very little so far, except
for the hard work we have put
in since last summer,” Korinis
said. “As for the underclass-

men, I hope that it reinforced
the example of the physical and
mental toughness and focus
that needs to be exerted on a
daily basis in order to make this
season a success.”
Ultimately, the experience
sharpened their focus on the
task at hand.
“Judgment Day requires
some minimum level of physical fitness to complete, but it
is a mental exercise,” Korinis
continued. “It is a great tool
for building mental toughness
while also being a great teambuilding activity. The idea is to
keep the mental edge on whoever our opponents are. Right
now, the team’s goal is to beat
Hamilton and be 1-0.”
—by Claire Kemp

Wins proved elusive for the
men’s and women’s squash
teams at Individual Nationals at
Amherst this past weekend, but
the event offered the Jumbos
a chance to compete against
some of the nation’s best players and to see how they can
improve. None of the three players who represented Tufts at
Individual Nationals had previous
experience at an event of this
magnitude, and the experience
they gained will serve them well
in the future.
Freshman Zach Schweitzer
was the lone Jumbo on the
men’s team to make the trip to
the championships. He entered
the Molloy Division as the No. 46
seed, matched up with Hunter
Abrams of the Naval Academy,
who bested Schweitzer in three
sets. Though Schweitzer was the
underdog, he did not take the
defeat easily, describing his firstround loss as “terrible.”
Things didn’t improve for
Schweitzer in the consolation
bracket, as he fell again in
three sets, this time to NYU’s
James Hill.
“I’d been playing well all
season and kind of peaked at
Nationals two weeks ago,”
Schweitzer said. “This weekend
[there] was just a lack of focus
and lack of fitness. It was just a
bad showing overall.”
On the women’s side, junior
Jessica Rubine met a similar
demise, losing in the first round
of the Holleran Division as the
No. 38 seed and then again in

scott tingley / the Tufts Daily

Freshman Paige Dahlman
got a chance to compete at
Individual Nationals at Amherst
this past weekend after a player from Stanford withdrew.
the consolation draw.
“It was a little disappointing,”
Rubine said. “But it was a really
great experience, so next year I’m
sure I’ll be at a higher level.”
	Rubine was joined by freshman Paige Dahlman, who found
herself called into action as a
replacement when a secondseeded Stanford player withdrew, making Dahlman the only
Tufts athlete to advance past
Friday morning play.
Dahlman’s loss on Saturday
ended the Jumbos’ tournament
hopes, leaving the team without
a victory in its five matches.
—by Marcus Budline

