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Flyer reignites discussion of
racial insensitivity on campus

CHRISTY MCCUAIG

Daily Editorial Board

Boloco has narrowly avoided closing its
Boston Avenue branch in the short-term but
remains mired in financial instability and has
not ruled out eliminating the location.
Sam Chud, the marketing manager for the
burrito restaurant chain, told the Daily last
April that the store’s closure was “imminent.”
He confirmed last week that the branch continues to lose money and the store remains for
sale, but attempts to secure a buyer have not
proved successful.
“The reality is that we’re losing money, but
we would rather keep it open then have it shut
because we hate to close any store,” Chud told
the Daily. “We have pride and we’re proud of
the job we do and the food we serve, not to
mention that we care a lot about our customers.”
Chud said the plan right now is to keep the
store open for the time being but to monitor it
closely.
“I don’t have a [closing] date,” he said.
“Ultimately it’s up to our board to determine
what to do with the location.”
In an attempt to revive sales, Boloco over the
summer moved Anthony DiBella, the former
Boston Avenue store manager, to a different
see BOLOCO, page 2
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Freshman In-Goo Kwak posted a flyer, at right, parodying a similar one by freshman Alice Pang. Some have called Kwak’s racially insensitive.
BY

KATHERINE SAWYER

Daily Editorial Board

A flyer that some have called offensive to
Asian people sparked an immediate reaction
from the Asian-American community after
being discovered in Hill Hall last Thursday.
Freshman In-Goo Kwak, who is Korean,
put up the controversial flyer as a parody
of one that fellow freshman Alice Pang had
posted as part of her campaign for the Tufts
Community Union Senate. Kwak created a
flyer with a slogan, layout and picture that
mimicked Pang’s, and included sarcastic

quips referencing common stereotypes of
Asians. Pang is also of Asian descent.
Whereas Pang’s flyer used the slogan,
“Small stature, big ideas,” Kwak’s flyer cited
his “squinty eyes, big vision.” Kwak’s poster
also included a sentence in broken English
that seemed to refer to the stereotype that
Asians have a particularly strict work ethic.
“Please vote me. I work rearry hard,” the flyer
read.
Kwak said he created the poster as a comment on political correctness at Tufts. “ T h e
flyer was initially intended as a satire of Alice
Pang’s campaign poster,” he said. “It was also

a satire of what I perceive to be the inane
atmosphere of political correctness at Tufts.”
Kwak said oversensitivity to racism is harmful
to the campus environment. “I feel that the
atmosphere of political correctness here at
Tufts is unhealthy,” he said. “I think that there
are more important issues.”
Others view Kwak’s posting to be more
harmful than thought-provoking. Senior
Angela Lam, a leader of the Asian American
Alliance (AAA), said in an e-mail that AsianAmerican community leaders at Tufts “find
see FLYER, page 2

Peace One Day promotes awareness TCU Treasury stands on
solid ground, Bartel says
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Students observed Peace One
Day yesterday with a series of
events designed to promote a
global ceasefire and foster awareness of the global peace movement.
The day featured a full slate of
student-led activities and performances on the Res Quad, including a documentary film screening,
an afternoon gathering to form a
human peace sign and a keynote
address by international journalist Anne Nelson, a professor at
Columbia University’s School of
International and Public Affairs.
A number of student groups,
Greek organizations and sports
groups spread out on the Res
Quad at noon in recognition of
the day. Tufts Engineers without
Borders; Jumbo Janitor Alliance;
Zeta Psi fraternity and its Peace
Games program; and Chi Omega
sorority were among the groups
participating.
Res Quad activities included
performances by the Beelzebubs
and Jackson Jills a capella
groups, as well as B.E.A.T.S.,
Tufts’ percussion ensemble, followed by an address by Reverend
Kerrie Harthan.
Jeremy Gilley’s film, “Peace
One Day,” was screened during
the midday events and in an
encore evening showing.
The Crafts House provided a
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see PEACE, page 2

Students created a human peace circle outside of Tisch Library as part
of Peace One Day.

Inside this issue

Sporting a healthy budget
surplus, the Tufts Community
Union (TCU) Treasury stands
fiscally firm at the start of the
academic year, Treasurer Aaron
Bartel said Sunday in his State
of the Treasury speech.
The
TCU
budget,
at
$1.4 million, is
the largest in
Senate history,
thanks in part
to the Senate’s
decision last
April to eliminate
ticket
costs for oncampus, student-led events.
The Treasury currently has a
surplus of $169,599.
“The treasury is on solid
financial footing,” Bartel, a
junior, told the Daily yesterday.
“I do not see any sort of problems … [arising] this year.”
Close to half of the surplus,
$87,000, will be directed to the
buffer fund, which was nearly exhausted last year when it
was used to fund the ticket-cost
elimination. Buffer funds are
used to cover the unforeseen
expenses of student groups.
Many thought the decision to
slash buffer funding last year
would adversely affect groups in
need of supplementary funds.

“I urge you tonight, whatever your position may be, to
not linger on the decisions of
last year, but instead to accept
them as unchangeable and
move forward from the present,” Bartel said in his speech,
referencing the disagreement
over last year’s budget decision.
Money for the buffer fund
is normally allocated when
the budget is drawn up at the
end of the academic year. Last
year, the Senate took a different approach, allocating $890
— a token amount that was
nearly $40,000 less than that of
the prior year — to the fund.
Senate members planned for
the new treasurer to allocate
money for the fund from the
fall’s budget surplus.
Associate Treasurer Kate de
Klerk, a sophomore, said that
the wait to transfer money from
the surplus into the buffer fund
was “out of form.”
“We wanted to [transfer the
money] when the new Senate
was elected because we didn’t
need to use it during the summer,” de Klerk said.
The transfer, which occurred
on Sunday, means that the
amount in the buffer fund is
nearly the same as it was at this
time last year. According to de
Klerk, the Treasury has enough
see TREASURY, page 2
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Senior Adam Weldai is
still working hard on his
homework. Oh, and he’s
running for public office
in Malden, Mass., too.

All five of Tufts’ participants in the ITA
regionals fought their
way to the round of 32
in the singles bracket.

see FEATURES, page 3

see SPORTS, page 16

News
Features
Arts & Living
Editorial | Letters

1
3
5
10

Op-Ed
Comics
Sports

11
12
Back

THE TUFTS DAILY

2
Police Briefs
NO DIRECTION HOME
Global Positioning System (GPS)
units went missing from students’
cars in three separate incidents during the past week. A graduate student reported at 6:30 p.m. on Sept.
17 that a GPS unit was stolen from
a car parked near the Science and
Technology Center on Colby Street
in Medford at some point between
8:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. The student
had removed the GPS unit from the
car’s center console and hidden it
elsewhere in the car, but had left the

unit’s bracket visible. On the same
day at 8 p.m., a student’s car parked
on Boston Avenue across from the
Hill Hall parking lot was broken into
sometime after 10:15 a.m. that day,
and a GPS unit was stolen from the
glove compartment. TUPD received
a report at 4:15 p.m. on Sept. 19
of a car with a smashed window
on Boston Avenue. A GPS unit was
stolen from the car, which belonged
to a student.

LOST: PANTS, DIGNITY
TUPD, Tufts Emergency Medical
Services, Cataldo Ambulance Service
and the Somerville Fire Department
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responded to a report at 2:50 a.m.
on Sept. 18 of a student in need
in front of Latin Way. Emergency
services checked him out and determined that he did not need to be
hospitalized, and the student signed
a refusal, “although we did give
a ride home due to the fact that
he only had his underwear on and
didn’t know where his pants were,”
TUPD Sgt. Robert McCarthy said.
In addition to his underwear, the
student was wearing a long-sleeved
t-shirt and sneakers.

MAYBE HE WASN’T
HAPPY WITH HIS PIZZA?

An interactive map
with an expanded
version of this week’s
police briefs is available
at tuftsdaily.com

TUPD received a call at 2:56 a.m.
on Sept. 19 to assist the Medford
Police Department, which was
responding to a report of vandalism at Espresso’s Pizza on Boston
Avenue. A student told police that
he had been eating with another person at the restaurant when
the other person got angry and
punched a hole in the wall. The
student said the other person got

Boloco avoids closure but future remains unclear
BOLOCO
continued from page 1

store and brought in Claudio Fonseca from
a higher volume Boloco location on Pearl
Street in Boston. Chud said it was part of a
“general reshuffling” that had “a number of
reasons behind it.”
The managerial swap has not changed the
branch’s returns, though. “We haven’t seen
any real marked difference in the numbers
since installing him,” Chud said of Fonseca.
“But we haven’t seen any decrease either.”
Fonseca was happy to see sales increase as
students came back on campus and was cautiously optimistic about the store’s financial
position. “We keep working with the community,” he told the Daily. “I can only do so
much if I don’t have the support, but I think
we will make it.”
Boloco has also made additional changes
to its menu, including adding a mini and
extra large burrito size to the menu as well as
a mini smoothie size. “We’re only testing this
version at Tufts and at Northeastern and seeing what kind of impact it has,” he said.
In an effort to reach out to Tufts students,
Chud sat down and strategized with a few
undergraduates last spring. Junior Jared
Glick, one of the students who worked with
Chud, said that they suggested reaching out
to larger community service groups as well as
fraternities and sororities on campus.
During freshmen orientation, Boloco gave
out thousands of free mini burritos and coupons in an effort to garner student interest.
Chud said the store’s malaise can be attributed in part to its location. “We’re sort of on
the wrong side of the Hill and we’re competing with Davis Square,” he said. “And compared to the other restaurants we sort of stick
out in a way … They’re all sort of local momand-pop stores.”
Senior Winston Berkman agreed that

up and left the eatery. “He claims
he has no idea who this person was
or anything,” McCarthy said.

LIGHTING UP IN LEWIS
Officers responded on Sept. 20
at 1:50 a.m. to a report of the smell
of marijuana coming from a room in
Lewis Hall. Upon their arrival, the officers smelled marijuana burning and
knocked on the door. Students who
opened the door turned over four
small bags of marijuana, which TUPD
then photographed and destroyed.
A report was sent to the dean’s
office.
— compiled by Ben Gittleson

Students gather
for day to support
global ceasefire
PEACE
continued from page 1
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Boloco is seeking a buyer for its Boston Avenue branch, as the restaurant continues to see
financial trouble.
Boloco’s location is relatively inaccessible to
him. “I live on the downhill side of campus, so
it feels just as easy to go to Davis as it would
be to go to Hillside,” he said.
Berkman highlighted Boloco’s “Inspired
Burritos” slogan, based on the restaurant’s
wide variation from the typical Latin American
burrito prototype. He said this approach now
faces steep challenges from the offerings of
Blue Shirt Café and Anna’s Taqueria. But he
said that it would be a shame to see the store
close, particularly for students who live close
to its Boston Avenue location.
The branch’s involvement with Tufts’
Merchant Off-Campus Partners (MOPs) program has also been a sticking point.
Boloco has one of the eight coveted spots
in the MOPs program, which allows students to pay for their food in JumboCash,
commonly referred to as “points.” But Chud
said that Boloco’s participation in the MOPs
system has not necessarily helped to boost
sales.
MOPs allows students to use JumboCash

for purchases with select local eateries, but
the system can only be used for deliveries —
not for students who enter the restaurant —
and it only applies after 7 p.m. on weeknights
and after 1 p.m. on weekends.
“It’s sort of taken us out of our element in a
way, because we’re forced into delivery,” Chud
said. “Individual deliveries are not something
we built into our business model.”
He also pointed out that of the 12 collegemerchant partnership programs to which
Boloco branches belong, Tufts’ takes the
highest commission —15 percent.
Boloco’s cuisine is meant to be eaten “right
off the line,” Chud said, adding that the store
might significantly benefit from being able to
accept JumboCash in the store itself, instead
of only for delivery.
“I can’t say for sure if it would make a
major impact,” he said. “I have a feeling it
would.” Tufts Dining Services in the past
has expressed an unwillingness to change
the system’s commission level or its delivery
requirement.

Bartel uses half of
surplus as buﬀer

Controversial flyer prompts
immediate community response

TREASURY

FLYER

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

money to cover the costs that student
groups incur.
“We have plenty of money for what
groups come to us for,” she said.
While financing the buffer fund
through the surplus worked out this
year, Bartel does not recommend this
procedure for the future.
“I would like to avoid this model
because it makes the groups susceptible to swings of money,” he said. “One
year we may have a lot of money in surplus and some years we may have to cut
programming.”
For the remaining $82,599 in surplus, Bartel said that he will allocate
an undecided amount to the student
activities endowment, which currently
has $300,000, according to Bartel. He
said he will determine the exact amount
at a Senate meeting three weeks from
now.
“I do not wish to do so tonight,
because I believe that would not provide
ample time for thought and debate,” he
said in the address.
Bartel remains optimistic for the
future and believes that this year will be
fairly normal for the treasury.
“I am confident that our Treasury
staff will be capable of moving the
Treasury forward and continuing to
strive towards becoming excellent stewards of the Student Activities Fee,” he
continued in the speech.

this very offensive, especially after last
semester’s hate incident.” She was referring to the altercation, now notorious, that
occurred last semester between Korean
students and a white freshman who was
yelling racial slurs at them.
In an e-mail sent to the Tufts community yesterday, Dean of Arts and Sciences
Robert Sternberg and Dean of Engineering
Linda Abriola referred to Kwok’s flyer and
stated that “the denigration of any individual or group based on race or ethnicity is not consistent with the kind of civic
discourse that makes for a great university
community.”
Dean of Student Affairs Bruce Reitman
said that Tufts will respond to this incident by opening up a dialogue. “It’s an
unfortunate way to start the year and have
students in an all first-year hall see how
community members treat each other,”
Reitman said. “It needs to be addressed.”
He said representatives from the “Group
of Six,” a collection of Tufts culture centers
that seek to promote diversity, and staff
members in the Office of Student Affairs
will meet this morning to choose from
among several plans for organizing a “community conversation” about the incident.
After Kwak learned of the AAA’s reaction
to the flyer and met with Linell Yugawa, the
center’s director, he expressed regret about
having posted the flyer and apologized
to Pang and anyone else he may have
offended.

“I apologized to Alice and I told her
that it wasn’t a personal insult and she
acknowledged that and accepted my apology,” he said. “I apologize if I personally
offended anyone. In retrospect, there are
more appropriate forums for me to express
my political views, and the Hill Hall dorm
was not the best place for me to express
this view.”
The AAA is also planning to host an event
this evening open only to Asian-American
students to create a forum where members
of the Asian-American community can discuss the incident. “We will be creating a
safe space for first-year Asian American
students and other members of the Asian
American community to talk about this
incident. We will be considering how such
a flyer negatively impacts the individuals of,
and the overall, Asian American community at Tufts,” senior Jenny Lau, co-president
of the AAA, said in an e-mail to members of
the association’s distribution list.
Yugawa declined to comment on the
incident for this article. A number of other
leaders within the Asian-American community, including Lau and Lam, also
declined repeated requests for phone
interviews.
In their e-mail, Sternberg and Abriola
corroborated Reitman’s stance that opening community discussion was the best
way to handle the situation. “This incident
is an opportunity for us all to learn about
the persistence of racial and ethnic stereotypes and that education can enable us to
rise above them,” they said.

“peace banner,” featuring numerous student signatures and handprints designed to
foster student involvement and awareness
about the event’s purpose.
“The peace banner is a physical representation of what we’re trying to accomplish
today,” Wright said. “It’s a great way to tangibly show us working together for peace.”
In the early evening, a group of about 40
students gathered outside Tisch Library to
form a human peace sign.
The participants who made up the
sign came dressed in different colors to
signify people with different backgrounds
and beliefs coming together in support of
peace.
“Peace is an abstract idea and the forming
of a human peace sign is a concrete example
of people coming together,” Wright said.
Junior Christina Kay, who participated in
the formation of the human peace sign, saw
it as an important declaration of solidarity.
“I thought it was a cool symbol we can do
to show that people at Tufts are supporting
peace,” she said.
Freshman Alex Metzger saw it as an
important reminder of world issues. “I think
that peace is a really good thing to support and recognizing it keeps us conscious
about where there are still wars and fights in
human society,” he said.
The United Nations chose Sept. 21 as the
annual International Day of Peace in 1981.
In 1991, British filmmaker Gilley started
Peace One Day, tweaking the UN’s designation to have a more concrete focus on a
global ceasefire.
This marks the first year that the university recognized Peace One Day. The event
stemmed from freshman Lindsey Wright,
who was inspired to bring the celebration to
Tufts after Gilley visited her high school.
“We managed to make my dream of celebrating this event a reality,” she said.
The event was sponsored by the Peace
and Justice Studies, International Relations
and Communications and Media Studies
Programs and the Office of Undergraduate
Education.
The scale of the events was restricted
this year due to time constraints. Planning
began when Wright, arriving on campus as
a freshman, started looking into celebrating
Peace One Day at Tufts for the first time. She
hopes that with the benefit of more planning time, organizers will be able to expand
the celebration next year.
Senior Lauren Morris and junior Kate
Naranjo served as Wright’s co-coordinators.
Assistant Director of Peace and Justice
Studies Dale Bryan and International
Relations Program Administrator Moira
Todd were also involved in setting the day’s
productions in motion.
Wright indicated that she was pleased
with the response to the day, and to the
human peace sign initiative. “The response
was really positive and people were very
into the idea,” she said.
Morris expressed hope that the event
will become a tradition at Tufts and will
continue to expand. `”We want to make this
a big event for the Tufts campus. We’re this
great school that promotes internationalism
and this is another way we can show that,”
Morris said.
Freshman Howard Levine, a spectator on
the Res Quad, expressed similar sentiments.
“It’s a great idea and an interesting proposition for Tufts,” he said. “Hopefully it will gain
global following.”
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Student steps off campus to pursue
government position before graduating
BY SARAH

KORONES

Daily Editorial Board

Most Jumbos would identify their
primary occupation as “student” — a
job that entails late nights at the library,
long meals at Dewick and maybe even
campaigning for on-campus elected
positions. But a few students have
entered the political arena off campus,
managing full-fledged campaigns as
they work toward their degrees.
Senior Adam Weldai is part of a
small group of students at Tufts that
has decided to take on an elected
political position in the ‘real world.’
This fall, Weldai is running unopposed
for a seat on the School Committee in
his hometown of Malden, Mass.
After serving on the committee
throughout high school as a student
representative, Weldai decided to take
his role to the next level in 2007 by
campaigning for an official position.
He lost the election by a single vote.
His spirit was not broken, however.
Last March, he announced that he
would run once again.
“I wasn’t necessarily planning on
running for a second term,” Weldai
said. “But I guess over the few years
between now and 2007, I really felt
that my opponent who won was not
serving our people as well as she could
have been.”
Dedication to his community is
what ultimately keeps Weldai active in
local politics.
“My main motivation is that I really
love my town — I love my community,”
he said. “I would not have done this had
I not thought I was the best person for
this job. I’m a strong believer in trying
to give back to your community and
trying to serve it when you have the
opportunity to serve it. I thought that
this was a good way for me to try.”
Humble about all that he is taking on,
Weldai acts as though his future position on the committee is just another
extracurricular activity he has decided to pick up, like the non-academic
activities of any other Tufts student.
“I feel like students, especially students at Tufts, are incredibly involved
in a lot of things but they also are
very civic-minded,” he said. “There
are a lot of students at Tufts who are
doing a lot of fascinating things that
don’t involve holding elected office. I
think that everyone has learned how
to manage their time within and out
of the Tufts bubble.”
Natalie Masuoka, assistant professor
of political science, commends students
like Weldai for stepping off the college
campus and getting involved in politics.
She cautions students, however, about

JAMES CHOCA/TUFTS DAILY

In between classes and college life, senior Adam Weldai is campaigning for office.
taking on too much.
“This opportunity offers invaluable
leadership experience and hands-on
knowledge of how local governments
function,” she said in an e-mail to
the Daily. “However, the job is similar to that of other full-time jobs and
requires students to manage their time
between work and school efficiently.”
Weldai is not the only student at

Tufts in recent years to split his time
between academic and political life.
Scott Merrick (LA ’08), who was a
student at Tufts for five years, learned
to carefully manage his time as a sophomore in 2004 when he campaigned
for the New Hampshire House of
Representatives, where he earned a
see STUDENT POLITICIANS, page 4

Tufts Orientation 2009 adapted to current economic downturn
ROMY OLTUSKI

Daily Editorial Board

Colleges nationwide have found
small ways to adjust their budgets in
the context of a slow national economy,
from eliminating landline phones to
getting rid of premium cable. At Tufts,
incoming freshman may not have even
noticed that the Orientation 2009 budget was significantly lower.
In March of the past academic year,
Tufts President Lawrence Bacow sent a
letter to the Tufts community informing
members about the university’s budget.
Written in the context of the summer’s
negative economic outlook, the letter
focused largely on the recession’s past
and future repercussions for Tufts.
In the letter, Bacow predicted that the
endowment would continue to decline
by 30 percent, and explained that faculty and staff members earning more

The case for
a college
dating scene

O

Back to school means cutbacks in spending
BY

EMILY MARETSKY |
NICE SHOES, LET’S DATE

than $50,000 would have their salaries
frozen, while those earning less would
receive only humble increases. Tuition
would, again, increase and small-scale
layoffs would persist.
On Sept. 15, however, Bacow welcomed the community back to campus
with a second, more hopeful letter. Over
the summer the endowment declined
at a rate of 25 percent instead of 30 percent, and Tufts’ annual fund unexpectedly rose by six percent.
In addition, Bernard M. Gordon,
Trustee Emeritus, announced his plans
to donate $40 million to the School of
Engineering. Construction over the summer, including work on Cousens Gym,
the Rez, Packard Hall, Carmichael Hall,
the Loj and various sites on the Boston
and Grafton campuses, was completed
as planned. Tufts has also managed not
to cut any financial aid and escaped the
need for extensive layoffs.

Still, Bacow emphasized that his optimism does not come without caution.
This academic year’s budget will still be
tighter than it has been in the past, and
the university will refrain from spending
lavishly simply to attract new students.
“We must resist the temptation to
add glitz for glitz’ sake,” Bacow said in
his September letter.
Freshman Orientation was one
aspect of the university’s programing
where budget cuts were taken to heart.
Significant changes were made to the
program, saving the school many thousands of dollars.
“It’s not like we were told ‘we have
to save this much money.’ We were just
told, ‘let’s look at ways we can save
money without hurting programming,’”
said Joseph Golia, Director of the Office
for Campus Life and Co-Director of
see BUDGET CUTS, page 4

n a Friday night, it’s pretty common to see students tossing
back a couple of drinks and sizing up the guys and girls at any
given party. Hookups are considered the
norm on campus, but it’s a rare event to
plan out a date, agonize over the perfect
cute-but-not-trying-too-hard outfit, and
worry about keeping the conversation
going for an hour or two.
While there’s nothing wrong with the
occasional random hookup, I often feel
like there just aren’t enough opportunities to casually date at Tufts. And when
it comes down to it, a brief make-out
with that cute girl from chem lab in a frat
basement is quite a different experience
from one at her door at the end of an
awesome first date.
Casual dating holds its own allure yet
it’s often missing from the campus scene.
When else do you specifically spend
time with someone you don’t know well
as a way to size them up?
The best dates are fun nights that
open the potential for a relationship (or
maybe just facilitate the transition from
the walk home to kicking your door shut
and launching your hook-up playlist).
And the worst? Awkward conversation aside, at the least you got to know
someone new, explored a new restaurant, museum or neighborhood and
probably got a little excitement out of
the evening, too.
By definition, casual dating is dating
without the commitment. This means
keeping yourself open to new opportunities and, really, hedging your bets by
spending time with different people. It’s
not about worrying if he’s “your type” or
if she would make a good girlfriend —
it’s about giving it a shot.
As my mother loves to point out, college really is the only time when you’ll be
around so many single people your age.
There are more good-looking, smart,
available ladies and gentlemen on the
Tufts campus than you’ll probably interact with at any other point in life.
You might ask why I’m the one giving
you dating advice. Truth be told, I’m not
one to put much stock in dating advice,
and there are a ton of awful suggestions out there (just pick up any issue of
Cosmo). But I enjoy going on dates and
have had my fair share of adventures
and misadventures. I can offer some
ideas … or at least amusing anecdotes.
One of the major lessons to keep in
mind is that everyone looks at things differently — everyone has his own opinions on what makes an amazing date
or whether “dating” is little more than
a forced social tradition where people
constantly worry if anything’s stuck in
their teeth.
So take my personal “advice” with a
grain of salt. I don’t have a recipe for
the perfect date, nor do I always avoid
super awkward ones. But who does? And
what fun would dating be if going out
with someone was formulaic and always
within your comfort zone?
In this column, with the help of
friends, I hope to dole out some suggestions, challenge assumed dating
norms, maybe conduct some research
(you know, log official exit polls at the
end of all my friends’ dates, keep scientific stats on most popular dinner
date restaurants, hold focus groups …
just kidding).
Perhaps I’m pushing an agenda, but
while I doubt that a college dating scene
will ever rival the hookup culture on
campus, I hope to get people thinking
and maybe even inspire a few more
Dave’s Fresh Pasta dinner dates.

Emily Maretsky is a senior majoring in
engineering psychology. She can be reached
at Emily.Maretsky@tufts.edu.
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seat in 2005.
At first skeptical about taking on
such a big commitment, Merrick eventually realized that he could not pass
up the possibility of a dream job in
favor of term papers and lab reports.
“I was asked to run for office … and
at first because I was a student I didn’t
think that it was possible,” he said. “I
was in shock and quite honored to be
asked but at the same time I knew that
college, especially at Tufts, is a major
commitment and takes a lot of time.
But then I started thinking about…the
fact that a chance to run for political
office at such a young age doesn’t come
up very often, and that the political
climate seemed ripe for something like
this. Looking back I’m so glad I did
that. I have no regrets at all.”
Fall semester of Merrick’s sophomore year was spent commuting back
and forth between his hometown of
Lancaster, N.H. and Tufts to campaign and talk to his constituents as
much as he possibly could. He would
return to Tufts each week on Sunday
night just in time to finish his coursework and prepare for the upcoming
week of classes.
Merrick said that while it was often
a struggle to balance the campaign,
classes and sports (he was a member
of both the track and cross-country
teams), he would not have had it any
other way and he views his experiences
in the State House as invaluable.
“I really enjoy being an elected official,” he said. “The opportunities that
are afforded to me to help change
people’s lives positively — to really do
some wonderful things for the community and for the state — have made
a permanent impact on me to want to
do this for as long as I can.”
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Local businesses help university meet lower budget
BUDGET CUTS
continued from page 3

Undergraduate Orientation. “The message we were given was everyone’s got
to look at ways to cut.”
To save money, organizers of this year’s
orientation arranged as many cost-free
events as possible and lowered the budget of the traditionally expensive events.
As opposed to handing out numerous
university-sponsored gift bags and freebies, as they have in the past, they made
deals with local businesses that were
willing to provide free or cheap entertainment for freshmen in return for the
promotional opportunity.
One such event, the Target
Extravaganza, has been a part of
Freshman Orientation for a number of
years. Traditionally, Target opens exclusively to Tufts freshmen during one of
the nights of Orientation and provides
buses to shuttle freshmen to and from
its Cambridge location.
This year, however, Target was even
more involved. The store sponsored
a disc jockey and plenty of free gifts
at the “Jumbolicious” event held outside the Campus Center. Vendors had
the chance to woo freshmen with free
handouts and activities, and the event
gave freshmen an opportunity to bond
— all at no cost to the university.
Local businesses again relieved Tufts
of its usual Orientation costs with the
“Discover Davis” event. For two days of
Orientation, local restaurants in Davis
Square offered special deals for Tufts
freshmen upon presentation of coupons given out by the university.
Because advertising is so important
to local businesses, soliciting restaurants to participate took basically no
effort on Tufts’ part, Golia said. He
called it a “win-win situation,” noting
that Orientation Leaders and their
freshman groups got the chance to
discover Davis Square, the university was able to transfer the cost of
food to restaurants in Davis, and local
restaurants had a magnificent opportunity to win over new customers.

A
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Traditions changed this year as Orientation trimmed its budget.
Photocopying the coupons was the
only cost paid by the university.
According to Golia, the most successful change was moving the traditional Gantcher Center dinner to the
President’s Lawn.
“We were able to save a huge amount
of money on the opening night dinner
and show, and we feel like nothing was
sacrificed,” he said.
By moving the event, the university
was able to forgo the costs of powering, decorating and reserving Gantcher
Center. There was no need to pay for
screens to border the stage or the banners that have been hung, year after
year, in the gym. Event organizers were
also able to save by making use of the
tables and tents that were already in
place on the President’s Lawn for the
Welcome Picnic that morning.
“Gantcher was just ... so much,” Golia

S

said. “Those banners on the left and
right of the stage, just those cost thousands of dollars each year. And do you
think anybody really missed them?”
In all, the cuts made to Freshman
Orientation saved approximately
$50,000.
Although freshmen were unable
to compare their experience to past
Orientation events, older Orientation
Leaders and Resident Assistants who
had experienced the Gantcher dinner
in prior years agreed the new event was
a success.
“In the past, Gantcher was extremely crowded and stuffy the entire time;
the President’s Lawn seemed to have a
nicer ambiance,” junior Royi Gavrielov,
an Orientation Leader said. “I can’t say
I noticed any huge changes, and my
group seemed to have a solid time on
the President’s Lawn.”

T

CHANCE
TO CHANGE OR CANCEL
YOUR MEAL PLAN IS
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Changes must be made at the
Dining Services Administration
Office at 89 Curtis Street or by
calling 7-3566
Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Changes are pro-rated once
the semester begins
50% cancellation fee will be
charged on all changes after
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
No meal plan changes or
cancellations will be accepted
after Friday, October 30.
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Ditch the frats this Thursday...

DEREK SCHLOM | I BLAME POP CULTURE

On living
a pop
culture life

M

...and hit the halls of the MFA
COURTESY MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BOSTON

Local students get funky at last year’s College Night at the Museum of Fine Arts, which featured a DJ and a dance party.
BY

ADAM KULEWICZ

Daily Editorial Board

While most students might not usually
associate dance parties and concerts with
fine art, the Museum of Fine Arts (MFA)
will combine all three for its fifth annual
College Night this Thursday.
Running from 7 p.m. to midnight and
admitting students from nearly 50 local
colleges for free, College Night features
concerts, drawing, dancing and a host
of other activities scattered throughout
the MFA’s galleries.
College Night was created in 2005 in
an effort to welcome college students
to the museum and introduce them
to its collection and programs. “We …
wanted to familiarize [college students]
with the MFA, let them know that this is
their place, they can come anytime, it’s
free, [and] we’ve got a lot of great stuff

going on,” said Diana O’Donnell, public
relations coordinator at the MFA.
Three bands will perform in the museum
on Thursday evening. “They’re all current
students or alumni from Boston schools,
so it really shows the talent pool in Boston,”
O’Donnell said. Love in Stockholm,
a funk-rock band comprised of alumni
from Berklee College of Music and Boston
University, will perform in the Calderwood
Courtyard.
Liz Longley, another artist and current Berklee student, will also perform
at the museum on Thursday night. The
up-and-coming singer-songwriter will
be performing in a coffee house in
Bravo, a restaurant in the museum.
“There’ll be free coffee for students,
and it will be a little bit more mellow,”
O’Donnell said.
Finally, DJ Ghostdad will return to
the museum this year to create a dance

party in the otherwise quiet Lower
Galleria. “You [might] think, ‘How could
the museum have a dance party?’ It’s
not really what you expect, but everyone was really into it [last year]; it was a
lot of fun,” O’Donnell said.
For students interested in a more
traditional artistic experience, all of the
museum’s galleries and special exhibitions will be open. The halls will also
be inhabited by live models so students
can try their own hand at sketching,
according to O’Donnell.
Nearly 3,000 college students attended the event last year, and the MFA
expects a similar number this year.
The Museum of Fine Arts is located on the Avenue of the Arts at 465
Huntington Avenue. To reach the museum, take the Red Line to Park Street,
transfer to the Green Line E train, and
get off at the MFA stop.

‘Jennifer’s Body’ is a confusing buffet of genres
BY

CATHERINE SCOTT

Daily Editorial Board

Advertisements and media hype
have given viewers mixed messages
about “Jennifer’s Body.” In the trailers,

Jennifer’s Body
Starring Megan Fox, Adam
Brody, Amanda Seyfried
Directed by Karyn Kusama
the film comes across as a gory thriller with the added bonus of Megan
Fox sexiness. But since the movie is
penned by Diablo Cody, the Academy
Award-winning screenwriter of the
indie hit “Juno” (2007), it’s expected
to be wittier and include more social
commentary than a run-of-the-mill
bloodbath. This contradiction is present in the movie as well; “Jennifer’s
Body” is a horror film that attempts
to be something more. Unfortunately,
its attempt to rise above the typical
thriller fails. It is ultimately confusing
and distracted.
Jennifer Check (Megan Fox) is a
small-town beauty whom every boy
within a 50 mile radius has a crush
on. Eager to do her bidding is the
aptly-named Needy Lesnicky (Amanda
Seyfried), her mousier, chubbier best

THEFILMNEST.COM

You’re not even gonna read this caption, are you?
friend. They’ve known each other since
the sandbox, and they wear matching
BFF necklaces.
One night, Jennifer drags Needy to
a bar where a band of tattooed boys
wearing eyeliner are performing. Little

do the girls know that this band, headed by Nikolai Wolf (Adam Brody), is
looking for a virgin to sacrifice so Satan
will give them a record deal. The boys
see JENNIFER, page 9

y life is a mess, and I insist that
pop culture is to blame. I’ve
been referred to as a pop culture
junkie, but I disagree — the term
“junkie” implies a dangerous addiction, a
chemical need that must be satisfied in
order to function, even as the substance
harms you.
I may spend a bit too much time reading
Gawker.com, watching television and browsing Pitchfork.com’s archive, but popular culture ultimately enriches rather than distracts
or detracts from my daily life (give or take a
failed high school test or two for the sake of a
“Real Housewives” marathon). Still, I always
manage to tie my many missteps and mistakes back to it.
That’s the crux of this weekly column: popular culture alternately as backdrop, sideshow and main event within the context of
my experience at Tufts as a nervous, sweaty
wreck. I want this to be a space in which I
muse and wax philosophic and try to sound
witty (no easy task) as I recount all of the
awkward situations I get stuck in, an opportunity for me to laugh at myself and for you to
hopefully laugh at and with me too. But any
and all storytelling and commentary, everything from my insistence upon following all
of Gwyneth Paltrow’s advice to my fumbles
toward successful friendships and relationships straight out of Woody Allen tragicomedies (or straight-up Ingmar Bergman dramas), will undoubtedly be intertwined with
pervasive cultural references.
The inextricable link between popular
culture and the fiery wreckage known as my
attempt at existence is, I guess, a function
of my environment and upbringing. Most
of my memories are rooted in Los Angeles,
where I was born and raised, and growing
up in a city that places such an emphasis on
the media only made my initial interest in it
harder to ignore.
Pop culture serves almost as a really awesome, sparkly bookmark for my memories. I
unconsciously link practically every important experience I’ve ever had to the film I had
seen earlier in the day, or the song that was
playing in the background, or the book I was
reading at the time.
A mere mention of the Mighty
Morphin Power Rangers instantly transports
me back to a time when I reigned (very, very
briefly) over the sandbox. My primary recollections of high school (ah, those long-off
days of yore) aren’t of all the pimples or disastrous parties or all-nighters or college apps
or even my friends — they’re of late-night
film screenings at a cemetery in the heart of
industrial Hollywood, and the Grizzly Bear
concert I (mortifyingly and, I’m sure, hysterically) sobbed through at the Wiltern Theatre.
I associate 9/11 with watching Bruce
Springsteen performing “My City of
Ruins” on the “America: A Tribute to Heroes”
telethon. From my Bar Mitzvah throw-down,
I mainly recall the DJ and the steady diet of
late-’90s pop-rock hits and sanitized gangster rap he fed the crowd all night long.
I don’t want to give the impression that
I’m a mindless consumer who can’t discern
value; I do have standards. For example, I
refuse to keep up with the Kardashians. And
I’m certainly not single-minded in my affinity for pop culture — I plan on majoring in
English (and it’s not as though we’re reading
celebrity memoirs in my General View of
English Literature class). But it’s still movies,
books, television and music that are always
at the front of my mind.
Writing about my life, and thus popular
culture, seems natural, allowing for my viewing and reading and listening habits (which I
usually pursue alone unless I attend a movie
or a concert) to feel a little less insular.
So here goes. I hope you’ll follow along as I
bumble and stumble my way through a pop
culture life.
Derek Schlom is a freshman who has not
declared a major. He can be reached at
Derek.Schlom@tufts.edu.

THE TUFTS DAILY

6

ARTS & LIVING

Tuesday, September 22, 2009

IN CASE OF

EMERGENCY

This is only a test
There will be a test of the
Tufts Emergency Alert System

Wednesday, September 23
You may receive email, voice and
text alerts—thank you for your
patience and help in testing this
important system.
To learn more visit
http://emergency.tufts.edu
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Which one is the gossip girl? Way more mysterious than that ‘NCIS’ show.

Popular guilty pleasure returns to the CW for third season
BY

CHARISSA NG

Daily Editorial Board

Like any juicy gossip, the buzz
about The CW’s hit show “Gossip
Girl” has spread faster than flu

Gossip Girl
Starring Blake Lively,
Leighton Meester, Ed
Westwick, Penn Badgley
Airs Mondays at 9 p.m.
on The CW
through a freshman dorm. “Gossip
Girl” continues to entertain
fans as the show enters its third
season,which promises to be just as
scandalous, outrageous and undeniably addictive as ever.
The season premiere, “Reversal
of Fortunes,” kicks off with playboy
Chuck Bass (Ed Westwick) picking
up a blonde in a slinky dress, only
to be caught by his girlfriend, the
infamous Blair Waldorf (Leighton

Meester). Blair gets riled up and
tears the model-esque blonde to
shreds for flirting with her man,
and then immediately heats things
up with Chuck in the back of the
bar. What seems like trouble in
paradise is actually another twisted game meant to keep their relationship interesting. It’s all an act:
Blair plays the scorned lover and
even gets to choose the victims
that the “cheating” Chuck tries to
seduce. Then she steps in ready to
pounce, of course.
As ridiculous as this role-playing
seems, one wouldn’t expect anything less from the devious duo.
Love them, hate them or love to
hate them, Chuck and Blair are what
make the show worth watching.
Blair is as brutal, sharp-witted and
stylish as ever, and nothing is hotter
than bad boy Chuck trying to reform
his playboy ways. He even suggests
they end their little game after he
realizes that’s what Blair wants.
While love has softened the malicious queen bee and slick bachelor
of the first and second season, Chuck

and Blair are still the juiciest couple
in the series. Their tumultuous lovehate relationship of cat-and-mouse
games, quick banter and steamy
tête-à-têtes in the back of Chuck’s
limo will never get old. After making
fans wait two seasons for Chuck and
Blair to finally become an official
couple, one can only hope that the
pair stays together for at least a little
while longer. But that hope seems a
little over-optimistic; this is Chuck
Bass, after all.
As Chuck and Blair continue their
romance, Dan (Penn Badgley) and
Jenny Humphrey (Taylor Momsen)
are quick to settle into their newly
privileged lifestyles. Last season,
they came into wealth after their
father Rufus (Matthew Settle) got
engaged to Lily van der Woodsen
(Kelly Rutherford). Tipping with
Benjamins and ditching subways
for chauffeurs, Dan is turning into
the very person he had previously
despised. In probably the most profound line ever uttered on “Gossip
Girl,” Dan’s friend Vanessa (Jessica
Szohr), warns him, “If you’re going

CENTER OF SOUTH ASIAN AND INDIAN OCEAN STUDIES
PRESENTS
States of Illegality: Quotidian corruption and political practice in Mumbai
Lecture by: Jonathan Shapiro Anjaria
September 22, 2009, 5.30pm Cabot 206
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy

Jonathan Anjaria is a cultural anthropologist whose research interests include urban studies,
anthropology of the state, informal economy and transnational processes. In particular, he is
interested in the ways conflicts over the mundane uses of public space index larger questions
relating to urban development and desires for world belonging in postcolonial contexts. He
received his B.A. from Harvard in 2001, and received his PhD from UC Santa Cruz in 2008. He
has taught in the anthropology departments at Stanford University and University of California,
Santa Cruz, and is currently an assistant professor of Anthropology at Bard College and
Mellon/ American Council of Learned Societies postdoctoral fellow.

to be in this world, be yourself in
this world.”
Although viewers can appreciate the writers’ attempt to spice
things up a bit, turning Dan into a
stuck-up, second-rate Chuck Bass
isn’t the way to go. For one, it’s hard
to imagine Dan as anything other
than the sensitive, sarcastic misfit from Brooklyn trying to make
it on his own in the cruel world of
Manhattan’s elite. Without nice guy
Dan, there isn’t a single character in
the show that’s the least bit redeemable. Though difficult to face, it must
be said: Dan is the only character
who almost resembles a real, genuine person. Why ruin that?
Then there’s Serena van der
Woodsen (Blake Lively), the perfect
example of a good girl gone bad.
After she spent the summer partying and gallivanting around Europe
with her mysterious new beau
Carter Baizen (Sebastian Stan), the
paparazzi can’t seem to get enough
of her. Only later in the episode do
we discover that Serena’s long-lost
father refused to see her after she

finally tracked him down in Europe.
In a desperate attempt to attract
her father’s attention, Serena is
purposely plastering her picture in
every tabloid possible, refusing to
stop until he agrees to see her.
Although wild child Serena is
always fun to watch, the depiction
of her as a spoiled, poor little rich
girl acting out for her daddy’s love
and attention borders on trite. But
what makes “Gossip Girl” so incredibly addictive is that over the past
few seasons the show’s writers have
made the bad characters (Chuck
and Blair) intriguing and irresistibly
likeable, and the good characters
(Serena and Dan) irritating and a
less appealing.
Overall, Monday night’s guilty
pleasure couldn’t be more outrageous and wildly entertaining. As
the characters head off to college
in this week’s upcoming episode,
there’s no denying that the third season of Gossip Girl will be full of more
drama, hook-ups, break-ups, breakdowns, fashion and juicy gossip to
keep fans hooked.
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Despite fans’ wishes, Megan Fox remains mostly clothed in ‘Jennifer’s Body’
JENNIFER
continued from page 5

murder Jennifer, but it turns
out she’s not as innocent as she
looks. Because she is not a virgin, Jennifer comes back to life
possessed by a demon.
Consequently, Jennifer must
sustain herself by feeding on
boys from her high school.
When Needy notices that
Jennifer is always implicated
in the murders, she tries to
find a way to get rid of the
demon and stop the madness.
If viewers go to this movie
expecting steamy Megan Fox
nudity, they’ll be disappointed. Moreover, in this film, Fox
isn’t constantly bent over various motor vehicles; she actually has a somewhat meaty
role that relies less on sheer
hotness than her character in
“Transformers” (2007). That
said, “Jennifer’s Body” could’ve
been called “Megan’s Body”
— Fox’s physique is often the
camera’s focus.
Surprisingly, Fox does an
acceptable job with the lead
role as a succubus that devours
boys for breakfast. Seyfried is
still far better in her role, playing the cute, dorky sidekick
who turns into a fierce lady
when Jennifer threatens her
man Chip ( Johnny Simmons).
Critics who complained about
Cody’s use of pop culture and
wordplay in “Juno” will have
even more to critique in this
film. Both Jennifer and Needy
are full of catchphrases and
word abbreviations. However,
while some critics of Cody say
that these lines stop the flow of
a scene, that doesn’t seem to be
the case here.
The problem with the film
isn’t the dialogue; it’s the overall story and direction. Karyn
Kusama, known for directing

“Girlfight” (2000) and “Aeon
Flux” (2005), doesn’t have a
clear vision of what film genre
she’s working in. Cody has
combined comedy, horror and
satire in one messy clash of
ideas that never fit together in
a coherent whole.
With the opening line — “Hell
is a teenage girl” — Cody establishes her message: High-school
girls are catty, selfish beasts who
have no real loyalty or concept
of friendship. This is sure to
resonate with many women, as
most can remember the girl in
high school who tried to undermine her friends at every turn.
However, it distracts from the
plot of what would work best as
an action-centric gore fest.
The barrage of awful things
that happen in this movie —
Jennifer’s abuse of Needy, a
fire that claims lives, Jennifer’s
murders — are morphed into
one overwhelming, macabre
bonfire. The audience laughs
without knowing whether or
not it should, and is left wondering if there is a serious
message hidden in the film or
if it’s all just a big joke with a
punchy script.
The best part of the movie
is the middle section when
Jennifer causes all sorts of mayhem. Much like Fox, Jennifer
is only interesting when she’s
stirring something up with a
deliciously evil grin on her
face. Other than that, she’s just
a prettier-than-average dumb
girl who wants attention.
The movie is fun, and, for
once, Fox gets to do more than
just pout her lips and stick
out her assets (although there’s
plenty of that, too). For those
looking for mindless entertainment and willing to put up
with a messy plot, “Jennifer’s
Body” might please.

COLLIDER.COM

Hot.

VOTE!
Calling all Freshmen:
If you want a say in your class’ activities, then make sure
to vote on Wednesday, September 23rd!!

Log on through Webcenter to vote for your classmates!

Contact TuPboard@gmail.com with any questions
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EDITORIAL

Concocting conversation, or just controversy?
As if one bias incident was not enough
for the year of 2009, offensive posters plastered around Hill Hall this week by a freshman have ignited yet another storm. The
posters, which featured an Asian boy and
highlighted certain characteristics, namely
his narrow eyes and poor English skills,
were reportedly placed in close proximity to
those of freshman Tufts Community Union
Senate candidate Alice Pang, who is Asian.
There is a twist. The creator of the offensive posters is Asian himself: His name is
In-Goo Kwak, and it was his own likeness
that was featured on the posters. He created them, he said, not simply to offend but
to spark conversation about what he calls
Tufts’ high level of political correctness. But,
considering that the student has not even
been on campus for a month — and clearly
has not had a chance to internalize the lessons learned from last year’s bias incident
— it seems evident that he is not prepared
to moderate such a conversation.
Whatever the student’s intentions, the
only thing that’s certain at this time is that
the posters have spawned more hurt and
confusion than anything else. The Daily
feels that if the student’s intentions were

to stimulate dialogue, this was absolutely
an inappropriate way to do so. His actions
show a complete lack of sensitivity to the
feelings of others, both inside and outside of
the Asian community, and play upon hurtful stereotypes.
If it was debate and dialogue this student was attempting to foster, this mode
of shock treatment was entirely antithetical to his goal. It is generally understood
that in order to have clear and respectful
dialogue, all parties must first feel safe and
respected, allowing them the freedom and
security necessary to touch on issues like
race that are so closely intertwined with
an individual’s sense of identity. Insecurity
is a built-in element of living as a minority
in a culture defined through the eyes and
by the decisions of a mostly white power
structure. To assume that racial inequalities in U.S. society have been righted to
such an extent that political correctness
is now a greater problem than residual
inequality is patently naïve.
By utilizing backward-looking stereotypes attributed to Asian Americans, Kwak
removed dialogue-fostering security, causing hurt and offense to students who have

either witnessed their peers being judged
according to such harsh generalizations or
have been victims themselves.
His mode of expressing his discontent
with Tufts’ culture of political correctness
was, likewise, anything but straightforward
and communicative — not to mention courageous. Instead of looking to university
resources already in place to foster on-campus dialogue, starting or joining an organization that addresses issues of race or even
striking up a conversation on his own, this
student chose one of the most impersonal
modes of interfacing: a flyer with little to no
explanation of his concerns or his purpose,
and a plethora of offensive material.
Tufts makes a concerted effort to
address the issues of race, religion and
sexual identity on campus. Actions like
this one undermine the school’s effort to
create an atmosphere of respect and tolerance so that stereotypes like those that
appeared on the poster are not facts of life
for its students. Creating dialogue and creating controversy are two separate goals,
and while this student may have aimed
to create the former, he obviously needs a
reminder of how to effectively do so.
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OFF THE HILL | INDIANA UNIVERSITY

Vocal radicals inevitable in America
BY STEPHANIE

KANE

Indiana Daily Student

As someone who has political views
that are often in the minority on our
campus, I try not only to research and
strengthen my own views, but to better
understand the views of people who
disagree with many of the ideals and
policies I have.
For this reason, I try to gather my
information from a variety of sources.
Although I cannot deny the charms
of Bill O’Reilly, I keep in tune with
my more liberal friends on a daily
basis. This includes, of course, The
Huffington Post, whose writers are talented and from whose articles I’ve
learned a thing or two.
Recently, however, I read an article
on that site that truly upset me. It dealt
with President Barack Obama visiting
schools and the uproar that surfaced as
a result of parents who didn’t want their
children exposed to his speech.
As we know, this type of thing hap-

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of the Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tufts Daily editorial board.

pens all the time.
There are some ideological differences present in this country that spur
controversy over issues that, to me, are
much less important than the state of
our economy, for one.
However, when these controversial issues are brought up, people can
become so angry they say things that
just create bigger rifts.
For example, saying that the
Republican Party has “a disturbing
core of religious fundamentalists,
ultra-conservatives and all-purpose
extremists whose true motivation ...
is a hatred of everyone and everything
that is different from them” may be a
little much, no?
And people do this all the time — to
all political parties.
So although a group of people may be
upset that some parents were opposed
to their child hearing the President of
the United States speak, those people
could now think that these parents are
“the true Ugly Americans, who hate the

Jews, the Blacks, the Latinos, the homosexuals — and anybody who believes in
anything they do not, or whose lifestyle
does not align with theirs.”
As long as our country continues to
exalt the freedoms we exercise daily,
there are going to be radicals on either
side.
We are entitled to our own opinions,
but we need to respect and understand
that many people hold opposing views
and that is OK. It’s part of what makes
us American. Shouting out “Liar!” as our
President addresses the nation isn’t getting us anywhere. Similarly, me reacting
to an upsetting article that spewed out
ignorant generalizations wouldn’t be
very productive.
Every time I argue with my liberal
friends, I try to avoid calling them lazy
free-riders who spend their extra time
tied to trees, because it wouldn’t be
right. So for all those people out there
who consider themselves progressive
liberal thinkers, why don’t you start the
trend of ending this ignorant one?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 350-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.
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OP-ED

Alcohol policy and personal responsibility
BY STANLEY ABRAHAM
The consumption of alcoholic beverages by people under
the age of 21 is illegal. When someone under the age of 21
decides to take a sip of any alcoholic beverage he or she is
deciding to break the law. Please keep that in mind as you
read this essay.
As you read the recent responses to the university’s new
alcohol policy in the Daily, whether they are editorials or opeds, you will notice again and again that the authors seem to
feel that simply because underage drinking occurs, the act
should not be punishable. It is hardly necessary to point out
that this logic is fundamentally flawed.
Many individuals have made the case that the drinking
age is inappropriate and ought to be lowered to 18, as it is
in many other countries. Such arguments are intriguing
and not without merit. However, until they are changed
from mere whine-and-moan arguments into nationally
recognized law, they remain only an it-wasn’t-fair badge for
underage drinkers to pin on themselves when they have suffered the consequences of breaking the law.
Going through a point-by-point discussion of the flaws in
the Daily responses to the change in alcohol policy would
not be a worthwhile endeavor for this essay. As college students and responsible readers, you can work the flaws out
for yourselves. However, there are a few points made in the
Sept. 16 Daily editorial that deserve closer scrutiny because
of their apparent ignorance of the point made at the beginning of this essay: Drinking by persons under the age of 21 is
an act punishable by law.
For example, the editorial makes the claim that “instituting a stricter alcohol focusing more on punishment than
prevention and placing discipline over discussion policy is
only going halfway” (sic). Consider the case in which a young
man, under age 21, is apprehended for alcohol consumption
at a house party far from the ivory tower of Tufts University.
The police officer who apprehends this young man will not
offer to drive him to a forum to engage in a lively discussion
of a fair alcohol policy or how to deal with the problem of
underage drinking. He will certainly not give the young man
a warning, and if he does, he is not doing his job. The officer
will instead, depending on the state and the nature of the
offense, give him a ticket with a court date.
This story does not sit well with college students, particularly those under age 21. They would want to write it
differently. It is, however, irrelevant as to whether or not
this is the best way things should be done; it is the law. All
the whining and moaning in the world would not save the
young man in this story, no matter how morally sound and
logically convincing his argument. The author’s claim that

AALOK KANANI/TUFTS DAILY

such a situation is a “repressive system” is a moot point. This
“repressive system” is the law of the United States, which the
author seems otherwise perfectly happy to live under.
Regardless, under the current system, the university has
decided to cut the underage drinkers a break: Rather than
reporting you to the authorities, they put you on probation.
You don’t have to pay a cent, and Uncle Sam doesn’t get your
name under the long list of people with similar infractions.
One should be so lucky as to get a university-sponsored censure that dies when you graduate over a government citation
that stays for life, when he or she has earned both.
Which begs the answer to the question that the authors of
the editorial seem to be avoiding: Whose fault is it when one
has been drinking underage? Is it the government’s fault?
The university’s?
Despite what those who would critique the university’s
alcohol policy might believe, the response is none of
the above. The answer: the one who made the decision
to drink underage. Students know the risks when they
decide to drink when under the age of 21, and thus must

bear the consequences.
Students so eager for independence and adulthood would
do well to read that last sentence again, no matter how much
it might sting. The same is the case for drinking to excess,
although the consequences can be far graver. The logic that
the university would somehow be responsible for an alcoholrelated death because a student was too afraid of the equivalent of a university-sponsored slap on the wrist to call an
ambulance, as alluded to at the end of the Sept. 16 editorial,
is tragically flawed. That student decided to drink himself to
that point; no one is responsible for his fate but himself.
Rather than whining sullenly about how it’s not fair, let’s
take some responsibility for our actions. Let’s stand up to the
challenge, and show the university that they don’t need to
babysit us.
We’re big kids now.
Stanley Abraham is a senior majoring in history and
Spanish.

Veterans Day
BY SEAN

O’LOUGHLIN

2009 posed an interesting problem for Tufts
administrators. Because Labor Day came so
late, we started the academic year much later
than normal. This has understandably forced
changes in the academic calendar. A typical calendar would have the last day of final
exams end much too late for many students
to get home in time for Christmas Eve or even
Christmas Day. I point this out not to claim
that all Tufts students celebrate Christmas
but simply to explain that this was likely the
rationale of the administrators. Thus, Tufts
has determined that we will hold and attend
classes on Nov. 11. Normally on Veterans Day
the campus would see Tufts students who
are in ROTC conducting a ceremony on the
Memorial Steps. This year we will at best see
an abbreviated ceremony; at worst it will be a
completely normal day.
Established in 1926 as Armistice Day,
Veterans Day is held on the anniversary of
the armistice that ended World War I, Nov. 11,
1918. Today, the United States Department
of Veterans Affairs deems it a day to “honor
America’s veterans for their patriotism, love
of country and willingness to serve and sacrifice for the common good.” Other than
Independence Day and Memorial Day, it is
arguably the most important federal holiday
on the calendar — certainly more important
than Columbus Day.
I understand and sympathize with the
administration’s need to eliminate a day of

MCT

vacation in order to maintain the required
number of class days. However, I take issue
with the fact that Tufts chose to hold classes on a day set aside to remember our
men and women in uniform — both past
and present — yet maintained a holiday
for Tufts students to remember the great
American patriot Christopher Columbus,
a holiday that at least three states do not
recognize whatsoever.
I hope to give Tufts the benefit of the doubt

in this matter. I am not among those who take
great offense at the fact that Tufts does not
give credit for ROTC classes, or those who get
angry at the fact that there is no ROTC office
of any kind on campus. There are good reasons for both of these. But I would hope that
the administration would consider the kind
of message it wants to send: one of continued
slights — either perceived or real — against
the military community, or one of the respect
and open-mindedness that it so values in all

of its students. If the latter message is the one
they believe in, I urge the administration to
fix this problem and hold classes on Oct. 12
and honor the Nov. 11 holiday.
If the administration chooses, however,
to stick with their decision, I urge my fellow
classmates to join me in boycotting all classes
on Veterans Day.
Political arguments, including protest,
have always accompanied our country’s
decision to engage in armed conflict. I’d like
to point out that America’s soldiers, sailors
and marines do not argue the politics of a
conflict; they respond to the call to serve.
But Veterans Day is not about politics.
Of course, we as a society owe our fighting
men and women a commitment to grave
deliberation before sending them into harm’s
way. Yet, honoring their sacrifice and sense of
duty to country should be our unequivocal
response to them regardless of our individual
political points of view.
Our university should be giving us that
opportunity.
With our country still embroiled in two
wars overseas, and with the conflict in
Afghanistan continuing with no real end in
sight, is it too much to ask that we take a
day to reflect upon the sacrifices of those to
whom we owe so much?
Sean O’Loughlin is a junior majoring in
political science. He is an Army ROTC
cadet.

LET THE CAMPUS KNOW WHAT MATTERS TO YOU.
The Op-Ed section of the Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through
Thursday. Submissions are welcome from all members of the Tufts community. We accept opinion articles on any
aspect of campus life, as well as articles on national or international news. Opinion pieces should be between 600
and 1,200 words. Please send submissions, with a contact number, to oped@tuftsdaily.com. Feel free to e-mail us
with any questions.
OP-ED POLICY The Op-Ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to appear in The Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later
than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The
opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.
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Tufts hopes for strong showing as hosts of Hood Trophy Regatta
SAILING
continued from page 14

a slightly different design,” Criezis
said. “The FJs are more commonly
used in collegiate sailing … It felt
good to be in a boat that we’re
comfortable in. It made us more
confident in our maneuvers.”
Senior Rachael Brill crewed in
the A division boat with classmate
Tomas Hornos at the helm. Brill
and Hornos came into the weekend with an idea of what they
wanted to accomplish, but were
unfortunately unable to entirely
realize their goals.
“We set modest goals for ourselves, such as increasing boat
speed through minor adjustments in our weight placement, adjusting controls on the
boat, predicting the next wind
shift, and getting off the starting
line bow out, ahead of our competitors,” Brill said.
“Unfortunately,” she continued, “Tomas and I struggled a bit
in this regatta. While our boat
handling improved throughout
the regatta, we had trouble reading the wind, and often times
ended up on the less favored side
of the course.”
With 505 points over 54 races
combined between three divisions, the Jumbos weren’t that far
off the pace of those finishing in
the top five, such as fifth-place St.
Mary’s, which totaled 437 points.
Tufts will take this as a good sign,
as the 68-point difference was one
that could have been eliminated
with just a few more good races
and a few minor improvements.
“We could most improve on
understanding the wind shifts
better,” Brill said. “Our starts were
also often less than desirable, so
we could also work on accelerating at the line in clear air.”
At times, though, Tufts showed
why it has consistently been one

of the best sailing teams in the
nation over the past few decades.
Each of the three divisions won at
least one race and the three divisions as a whole combined for 15
top-five finishes. The problem, as
it often is in a sport so vulnerable
to the fickleness of the breeze,
was inconsistency.
“In the races that we did well,
we caught the right wind shifts
at the right times,” Brill said.
“Getting lucky with those shifts,
as well as executing good tacks
and gybes, contributed to those
top finishes. In races where we
did poorly, we ended up on the
wrong side of the race course
and could not recover enough
ground, as boats in the favored
shifts moved far ahead.”
Criezis and fellow senior tricaptain Jennifer Watkins, who
sailed in the B division boat, had
by far the best performance of all
three divisions. Their 130 points
placed them third in their division, whereas Hornos and Brill
finished 15th in the A division
with 194 points, and sophomore
skipper Nicolas Russo-Larsson
with junior Roisin Magee as crew
had 181 points, coming in 10th in
the C division.
Criezis believes that it is the
underclassmen, like RussoLarsson, who are really pushing
the veterans to work harder and
perform better. The younger team
members could prove to be a driving force as the Jumbos attempt to
surmount the national rankings.
“Our sophomores and underclassmen are really pushing us
hard,” Criezis said. “Our sophomores are like our B team and
they’re pushing our A team.
“We’re definitely looking to be
top-five at these intersectionals
and we can definitely achieve
that, but we all have to be doing
well at the same time instead of

COURTESY KEN LEGLER

The sailing team breezed to a solid eighth-place finish out of 18 teams at this past weekend’s Hatch Brown
Trophy regatta on the Charles River.
one person doing well and one
not doing well,” he continued.
The women’s sailing team
went in the opposite direction of
the co-ed squad, going from a
first place finish at the Antonia
Schuman Trophy Women’s Regatta
two weekends ago to a 12th place
finish out of 17 at the Mrs. Hurst
Bowl regatta at Dartmouth.
For their exceptional per-

Regionals await Jumbos this weekend
MEN’S TENNIS
continued from page 16

about two strongest teams, it is about
having three balanced teams in the
spring.”
If anything, Saturday’s match displayed the great skill and potential of
this year’s freshman class.
“I’m very proud of the way the freshmen came out with such confidence for
their first college match,” Victoria said.
“Both of [the freshman] have solid
doubles fundamentals,” Landers added.
“Andrew played in tournaments over
the summer and Ben is made to be a
good singles and doubles player with
strong serves and good volleys. So them
playing a team like Salve was probably
just practice.”
This weekend, the Jumbos will face
their first NESCAC competition in the
ITA Regional Tournament at Williams
College, which should be a true test of
the team’s depth and ability.

No Jumbo has advanced to the last
day of the tournament in eight years,
and the team is hoping to break that
streak. Having just one person compete
in either singles or doubles on the last
day would be a proud accomplishment,
according to the Tufts players
The afterglow of Tufts’ victory over
Salve Regina should linger for some
time, but the Jumbos are not out of the
woods yet. Despite the team’s early victory, it has plenty of work to do before
it can boast the same success as last
season.
“We always need to improve on something,” Victoria said. “Our top six singles players are all basically at the same
level, yet we need someone to step up to
a more superior level to compete with
the very elite players we’ll face on some
of the other teams.”
Ethan Landy contributed reporting to
this article.

formance in the Schuman
Trophy Regatta, the A division duo of junior Catherine
Swanson and first-year Mariel
Marchand was named the New
England Intercollegiate Sailing
Association’s Women’s Sailors of
the Week. Neither Swanson nor
Marchand participated in this
past weekend’s Mrs. Hurst Bowl.
Next weekend, Tufts will host

the Hood Trophy Regatta at Upper
Mystic Lake. The Jumbos hope to
have a strong showing at this race,
sailing in their own Larks — boats
not used anywhere else in the
collegiate sailing circuit — and on
their home waters.
“We want to defend our home
waters and kick some ass,” Criezis
said. “To be top three or hopefully
win would be awesome.”
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Jumbos respond
nicely after poor
finish in opener

Tufts rallies from shaky start at Williams Invite

BY

PHILIP DEAR

Daily Editorial Board

The mark of good competitors is
their ability to rebound and regain
their composure after a setback, and
that’s exactly what the sailing team did
this past weekend at the Hatch Brown
Trophy at MIT.
The nationally ranked, No. 11 sailing team was confronted with a setback, albeit a minor one, just two
weekends ago in its first regatta of
the season, finishing a disappointing
15th out of 20 at the Harry Anderson
Trophy. This past weekend’s finish in
8th place out of 18 at the Hatch Brown
was not the best the team could have
done, but it was a solid effort that put
the Jumbos back on track to win the
Atlantic Coast Championship at the
end of the fall.
Senior tri-captain Andrew Criezis
believes some of the improvement from
last week’s misstep can be attributed to
a change in boats. Two weekends ago,
the Jumbos sailed in 420s, whereas this
past weekend they sailed in FJs.
“[420s and FJs are] both similar but are
see SAILING, page 13

Five Jumbos reach
final 32 at regional
singles tourney
WOMEN’S TENNIS
continued from page 16

On the singles side, Browne didn’t
encounter a hint of trouble until Saturday’s
quarterfinals, when she needed three sets
to eliminate the tournament’s seventh
seed, Middlebury sophomore Tori Aiello.
In semifinal action on Sunday, Browne
overcame a 5-4 first-set deficit against
third-seeded Nicole Pontee of Vassar and
pulled out a 7-6 (5), 6-2 win to set up
a title match showdown with Alotta, the
Jumbo junior tri-captain’s playing partner
for much of the summer.
But much as Browne burst onto the
scene with her victory at ITAs in 2008, this
year’s singles championship turned into
a coming-out party for Alotta, who as a
freshman last season played primarily out
of the fourth singles spot for the national
champion Ephs. Perhaps as surprising
as the end result was Alotta’s margin of
victory. Sunday marked only the second
occasion in the two-time All-American
Browne’s career in which she had won as
few as two games in a match.
“It hasn’t really happened to me in a
while where I felt like there wasn’t much I
could do out there,” Browne said. “I tried a
bunch of things, but I really didn’t get into
a rhythm. I tried to fight for each point, but
there wasn’t much I could do. She wasn’t
really giving me anything.”
“Julia wasn’t used to being down in this
tournament,” Bayard added. “Throughout
the way, she was in charge, so I think it
threw her a little bit when Kristin came out
strong and all of a sudden she was down
4-1. She never really settled in, I guess.”
The Jumbos put together a representative performance across the board in the
singles draw, advancing five players, including freshmen Janice Lam and Lindsay Katz,
to the final 32. McCooey, the tournament’s
No. 6 seed, matched her career best by
reaching the quarterfinals. In doubles,
meanwhile, the first-time pairing of Katz
and junior Edwina Stewart mounted a serious second-round challenge against the
tournament’s No. 2 seed, Mohona Siddique
and Jacqueline Shen of Wellesley, before
falling in a tight 9-7 setback.
“They’re a team that we threw together
this week, but they looked like they had
been playing together for a long time with
how well they communicated,” Bayard said.
“I was very impressed with their doubles.”
With the marquee event of their abbreviated fall season now behind them, the
Jumbos are off until Oct. 2, when they
will return to Cambridge for a dual match
against MIT.

BY

DANNY JOSEPH

play improved dramatically. Heffernan rallied from a 43 on the front nine on Saturday
to fire a 34 on the back, consequently “saving
the team from disaster” according to senior
Brett Hershman.
Heffernan led the team with a 77 on
Saturday and a 74 on Sunday for an 11-overpar 151, which earned him a 24th place finish
overall. Hershman also had a solid tournament, firing a 78 and a 74, just one stroke
behind Heffernan’s total.
Shapiro carded an 85 and a 79, while
Stone shot scores of 88 and 82 to round out
the team.
The Jumbos are optimistic that they can
cut down on any mental errors they made
at Williams and continue their momentum
from Sunday’s round into next weekend’s
Duke Nelson Invitational at Middlebury.
“One triple bogey can turn a great round
into an average one,” Hershman said. In
order to be consistent, we just need to eliminate the big numbers.”
Heffernan reiterated that improved focus
will be central to Tufts’ success down the road
at future tournaments.
“We made some mental errors on
Saturday,” he said. “But seeing the course
helped to cut down on that and gave us some
much needed confidence, which we hope we
can carry into next week.”
“We were a little off on day one this weekend, as we were missing our No. 2 player
[junior Danny Moll]” Shapiro added. “But we
don’t make excuses. Once we throw on our
Sunday gold, the Jumbos are a force to be
reckoned with.”

Despite finishing in the middle of the pack,
Tufts coach Bob Sheldon was both encouraged and moved by the team’s performance.
“We shot a 305 on Sunday, which is a very
competitive score,” he said “We were able to
shave 14 strokes from the previous day, and
the heart and pride that the squad showed
fighting for Tufts brought tears to my eyes.
“It was a complete team effort,” he continued. “We had to go to our No. 5 man
[senior James Stone] to break a tie, so
everyone contributed.”
Another particularly encouraging aspect
from the weekend was the play of first-year
sensation Mike McCarthy. The freshman
impressed his teammates by shooting two
consistent rounds of 79 and 78 and finishing third on the team with his combined
score of 157.
“I was blown away by [his] play,” senior
Cal Shapiro said. “The kid’s definitely got the
drive to do big things.”
“I was definitely impressed,” junior Luke
Heffernan added. “To come out and shoot in
the 70s both days in his first collegiate tournament showed a lot of maturity and shows
a lot of promise for the years to come.”
Despite the beautiful weather over the
weekend, the conditions on the course were
far from perfect. Tufts had to adjust to the
temporary greens at Taconic, which are currently under renovations.
“The greens were in bad shape, so we really
had to make the proper adjustments on our
short game between days,” Shapiro said.
Once the Jumbos observed the changes
and got a feel for the course, however, their

Senior Staff Writer

After a lackluster first day that landed the
golf team in 13th place out of 16 teams at the
weekend’s Williams Invitational, the Jumbos
GOLF
Williams Invitational, Saturday-Sunday
T-10th out of 16 teams
T-24. Luke Heffernon (151)
T-29. Brett Hershman (152)
T-51. Mike McCarthy (157)
69. Caleb Shapiro (164)
T-79. James Stone (170)
stepped up and proved something to themselves on the second day of competition.
Tufts shaved off 14 strokes between
Saturday and Sunday’s rounds and gained
some much-needed swagger in the process.
The Invitational took place at the Taconic
Golf course, a par 70 with a lengthy total
yardage of 6432, which seemed to have the
team puzzled on the first day of action before
its marked improvement.
Overall, the Jumbos finished tied for
10th, as their four-man squad shot 319 on
Saturday and fired a 305 on Sunday, finishing 54 strokes behind Williams’ ‘A’ team,
the eventual winner. Salem State senior
Jeff Santora took the overall individual title
with a cumulative score of 135, good for
five under par.

STATISTICS | STANDINGS

NESCAC

Trinity
Tufts
Williams
Amherst
Bowdoin
Colby
Conn. Coll.
Middlebury
Wesleyan
Bates

W
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
1
1
1
1
2
2
3

(6-1, 2-0 NESCAC)

L
0
0
2
1
1
1
2
2
2
4

T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

T. Brown
T. Guttadauro
J. Perkins
A. Russo
L. Griffith
M. Scholtes
L. Sagerman
M. Burke
A. Roberts
T. Dyer

G
2
2
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

A
0
0
1
0
0
1
1
1
0
0

Pts
4
4
3
2
2
1
1
1
0
0

Goalkeeping
M. Zak

GA
2

S
7

S%
.778

(1-2-0, 0-2-0 NESCAC)

Amherst
Trinity
Tufts
Bowdoin
Conn. Coll.
Hamilton
Middlebury
Williams
Bates
Colby
Wesleyan

W
2
2
2
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0

L
1
2
1
1
2
11
1
3
2
4
6

L W
0 5
0 5
0 6
1 5
1 5
0 2
0 4
0 4
2 4
2 3
2 0

Kills
Offensive
78
C. Updike
D. Joyce-Mendive 59
51
B. Helgeson
38
E. Lokken
20
K. Ellefsen
17
L. Nicholas
12
N. Shrodes
Defensive
A. Kuan
K. Engelking
C. Updike
D. Feiger
N. Shrodes
B. Helgeson

B
0
0
2
14
2
7

SA
7
0
3
6
0
0
9
Digs
72
41
35
33
32
28

Men's Soccer
(0-3-0, 0-2-0 NESCAC)

NESCAC OVERALL

NESCAC OVERALL

OVERALL

W
4
3
2
3
2
2
1
1
0
0

Women's Soccer

Volleyball

Field Hockey
(3-0, 2-0 NESCAC)

Amherst
Middlebury
Williams
Bates
Bowdoin
Wesleyan
Colby
Trinity
Conn. Coll
Tufts

W
2
2
2
1
1
1
0
0
0
0

C. Cadigan
S. Nolet
A. Maxwell
J. Love-Nichols
A. Michael
F.. Gamal
W. Hardy
O. Rowse
B. Morgan
L. O’Connor

L
0
0
0
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
G
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

T
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
0

W
2
3
4
1
1
2
0
0
2
1
A
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0

L
1
0
0
1
2
1
2
1
2
2

T
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
2
0
0

Pts
2
2
2
1
0
0
0
0
0
0

Goalkeeping GA S S%
K. Minnehan
3 13 .812

NESCAC

Amherst
Middlebury
Trinity
Wesleyan
Williams
Bowdoin
Conn. Coll.
Bates
Colby
Tufts

W
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
0
0

A. Lach
R. Coleman
B. Green
P. Tonelli
J. Lewis
K. Jaff
F. Silva
A. Kobren
M. Blumenthal

L
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
2
2
2
G
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

OVERALL

T W L T
0 3 0 0
1 2 1 1
1 2 0 1
1 2 0 1
1 3 0 1
0 3 1 0
0 1 1 0
0 0 3 0
0 0 2 1
0 0 3 0
A
0
0
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

Goalkeeping GA S S%
P. Tonelli
8 11 .579

SCHEDULE | Sept. 22 - Sept. 28
TUE

WED

THU

FRI

vs. UMass
Dartmouth
4:00 p.m

at Wesleyan
12:00 p.m.

at Conn. Coll. Inv.

Cross Country

Women’s
Soccer

vs. Wheaton
4:30 p.m.

at Wesleyan
12:00 p.m.

Men’s
Soccer

at Springfield
7 p.m.

at Wesleyan
2:30 p.m.

Volleyball

Golf

JumboCast

SUN

at Wesleyan
12:30 p.m.

Football

Field Hockey

SAT

at MIT
Tournament

at MIT
Tournament
at Duke Nelson
Invitational
(at Middlebury)

Pts
2
2
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

at Duke Nelson
Invitational
(at Middlebury)

MON
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ALEX PREWITT | LIVE FROM MUDVILLE

Upset of Trojans creates Pac-10 chaos
BY

The Facts
of Life

ALEX PREWITT

Daily Editorial Board

It was supposed to be simple. It was
supposed to be easy.
One week after edging out the thenNo. 8 Ohio State Buckeyes 18-15, the
University of Southern California Trojans
were expected to roll over their Pac-10
rival and continue their dominance as a
squad that has won the past three Rose
Bowls and is widely heralded as the best
program in the country.
But rarely in sports do things happen as
they’re planned. The previously unranked
Washington Huskies upset USC on
Saturday 16-13, and the result — instead
of setting up a matchup of two top-10
teams on Oct. 3 between the Trojans and
the California Golden Bears — created a
logjam in a conference already brimming
with national contenders.
USC freshman quarterback Matt
Barkley, who engineered an 86-yard
drive in the fourth quarter against the
Buckeyes, could only watch from the
sidelines as Washington kicker Erik Folk
drilled home the winning field goal with
three seconds left. Barkley was out with a
sore shoulder, forcing sophomore Aaron
Corp to make his first career start under
center. Corp promptly fell victim to the
swarming Huskies defense, managing
only 110 yards through the air and throwing an interception.
Losing in the Pac-10 is nothing new
for the historically strong Trojans, who
have fallen in at least one conference
road game in six of the last eight seasons.
Of course, if USC can’t get healthy in the
upcoming weeks, it could be the first season since 2001 in which it doesn’t make a
BCS bowl. Aside from Barkley, USC was
without All-American safety Taylor Mays,
who missed his first career game due to a
sprained ligament in his right knee.
With USC’s loss, the Pac-10 door
remains wide open for other teams to
emerge, the most prominent of which is
the Golden Bears. Cal, 3-0 this season, has
put up an average of 48.7 points thus far
while giving up just 13.7.
A large part of the Bears’ success is running back and Heisman candidate Jahvid
Best. Best, a junior, exploded for a schoolrecord five touchdowns on Saturday
against the Minnesota Golden Gophers
and is currently third in the country with
412 yards on the ground.
But should Best be stifled by an opposing defense, Cal can easily rely on its air
assault. Quarterback Kevin Riley is sixth
in the nation in QB rating at 170.6, better

S

MCT

Washington Huskies’ kicker Erik Folk kicked a 22-yard field goal to complete the upset
of the nationally ranked No. 3 USC Trojans, and in turn clouded up the race for Pac-10
supremacy.
than household names such as Florida’s
Tim Tebow and Texas’ Colt McCoy.
Cal also has a balanced conference
schedule in its favor. After next weekend’s contest at Oregon, the Golden Bears
return home to take on USC in a game
which could very well decide the Pac-10’s
BCS representative. Should it beat the
Trojans, Cal figures to coast through the
rest of its schedule until a season-ending
game at Washington.
Across the state, the UCLA Bruins are one
of three undefeated Pac-10 teams and boast
a formidable defense that ranks second in
the nation with eight interceptions. They
also have key conference matchups with
California on Oct. 17 and Washington on
Nov. 7 at home, which could prove to be the
edge they need to be this year’s dark horse.
While the Arizona State Sun Devils are
2-0, their wins have come against the
Idaho State Bengals and the LouisianaMonroe Warhawks, two teams with an
aggregate 1-5 record. ASU will be truly
tested this Saturday when it visits the No.
21 Georgia Bulldogs and should be given
a healthy dose of reality.

And finally, though it stands at 2-1,
Washington should not be counted out.
The Huskies surged up to No. 24 in the latest AP poll, entering the rankings for the
first time in six years. This represents a vast
improvement from last year’s squad, which
became the first Pac-10 team to go 0-12.
The way quarterback Jake Locker has
been playing, the Huskies just might go
from a painful winless season to a BCS
appearance, the ultimate 180-degree turn
in college football. Locker, who threw for
237 yards against USC and directed the
game-winning, 68-yard drive, is 11th in the
country in passing yards and boasts a 138.7
QB rating with just one interception.
But even with the cluster of prominent
squads atop the Pac-10 standings, the
Trojans can never be counted out. Though
the upset remains one of the season’s
biggest, USC still has nine games left —
including the premier matchup with Cal
— and a Pac-10 title is certiainly still within reach. Still, if the Trojans want a shot at
a BCS Championship, they will need some
other schools around the country to fall
victim to upsets as well.

DAILY DIGITS

21
Games the men’s tennis team lost in their
season-opening win over Salve Regina
College. The Jumbos enjoyed a dominant
performance in their first matchup of
the year, with two freshman shutting
out their opponents in their first ever
collegiate matches, and cruised to a 9-0
shutout over the Seahawks without dropping a single set in the nine matches.

5
Sacks registered by Cincinnati Bengals’
defensive tackle Antwan Odom against
the Green Bay Packers on Sunday, the
most in a single game since the Giants’
Osi Umenyiora had six against the Eagles
on Sept. 30, 2007. Odom took full
advantage of an injury to Green Bay’s
left-tackle, Chad Clifton, and helped
his team to a stunning 31-24 upset at
Lambeau Field.

.0009

74

Difference in batting average between
Albert Pujols and Ichiro Suzuki in their
race for best batting average for the
decade spanning 2000-2009. Pujols has
the slimmest of leads with a .3338 mark,
compared to Ichiro’s .3329. The two are
separated by approximately eight hits
with 12 games remaining in the closest
race ever for a decade-long batting title.

Total shots by the women’s field hockey
team over its first three games of the
season. Ranked third in the country and
undefeated at 3-0 on the season thus far,
the Jumbos have continued to dominate,
running their regular season winning
streak to 23. Tufts compiled that gaudy
shot total while allowing their opponents
just 16 total tries at their own net.

0
Shots on goal the Tufts men’s soccer team
has amassed in NESCAC play. Although
the Jumbos managed 10 shots on goal in a
double-overtime loss at Eastern Connecticut
State, they totaled just four shots against
NESCAC opponents Middlebury and Amherst. None of those four were on target,
allowing opposing goalkeepers Lennard Kovacs and Tim Cahill to earn shutouts without
having to make a save.

8
Number of total yards separating
Maryland and Middle Tennessee State
in their game on Saturday, in which the
Blue Raiders prevailed 32-31 over the
Terrapins on a 19-yard field goal as time
expired. Middle Tennessee’s 438 yards
fell short of Maryland’s mark of 446,
but they secured the victory in the end.
The contest, which few of even the
most diehard college football fans paid
attention to, proved to be one of the
closest and most exciting matchups of
the season thus far.

ummer, for most college students,
is spent relaxing. Beach trips, late
nights under the stars and the
occasional beer consume the hot
hours for Jumbos spread out across the
world. But beneath those seemingly carefree hobbies is a wealth of understanding
and knowledge.
Such is the case in sports, especially
during those months when basketball
is finished, football hasn’t started and
Serena Williams is thinking up new
ways to say “You don’t know me.” In
the spirit of the summer, and unfortunately for those expecting a column
glistening with analysis, I’m going to
bring you just the facts — the facts of
summer and the facts of life — 100 percent Natty-free.
Fact 28: After Nike made such a big
deal about making sure the videotape of
Xavier’s Jordan Crawford dunking over
LeBron James never hit the internet, seeing the actual clip was more underwhelming than “D3: The Mighty Ducks.”
Fact 94: Attractive women should stay
away from key holes in hotel rooms in
order to prevent being videotaped naked.
No. Wait. Sleazy men doing the videotaping should crawl into a cannon and shoot
themselves to Mars.
Fact 44: For the amount of money
Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones invested in his stadium, it has to be one of the
most overrated places to view a game.
Want a pizza pie? That’ll be $60. Want
seats that are obstructed by a cement column? $75. These seats are so bad that it’s
impossible to see the $40 million scoreboard that gets hit by punts on a semiregular basis. And to think, all this just
to see what foreign country Tony Romo’s
latest flame will take him to.
Fact 32: Steve McNair should be in the
Hall of Fame.
Fact 71: The person who I feel the worst
for in the Rick Pitino extortion case is
Vinnie Tatum, the poor guy who had to
lie down and listen to “what sounded like
consensual sex” in the restaurant. Have
you seen Rick Pitino? Have you seen Karen
Sypher, the woman charged with trying
to get money from the Louisville basketball coach? It’d be like watching Sesame
Street’s Big Bird and the Count go at it on
late-night Cinemax.
Fact 72: I would imagine that Rick
Pitino’s bedroom exploits mirror that of
his NBA coaching venture with the Boston
Celtics: short, inexperienced and full of
disappointment for all those involved.
Fact 8: How much would you pay to see
Oregon running back LeGarrette Blount
and Oakland Raiders head coach Tom
Cable duel in a cage match? Bidding will
start at $6 billion, or enough to buy a
meat-lovers pie at a Cowboys game.
Fact 85: Chad Ochocinco needs Spanish
counting lessons.
Fact 2: The “Most Ridiculous Story”
Award goes to Tiger Woods and his alleged
flatulence on the 18th fairway at the
Buick Open. I reported on this during my
summer internship, an experience that
included calling the PGA to get an official
statement about how Woods did not pass
gas. I can’t believe I used the phrase “Tiger
flatulence” in print.
Fact 65: Vaseline should not be ingested
orally, no matter how good of a home remedy it may be. That is what Halls is for. I’m
talking to you, Stephon Marbury.
Fact 30: Regarding Brett Favre, enough
is enough. What is it going to take to get
him out of the league and off the front
page headlines? Talk about beating a dead
horse, or in this case an almost-dead,
glory-seeking Wrangler spokesman.
Fact 1: Alex Rodriguez sees six pitches
and makes $100,000. Roethlisberger makes
the same amount in 3.6 snaps. I make
$6.50 per hour scrubbing the French-FryA-Max 3000 and taking orders for a No. 6
with a Large Coke. Where’d I go wrong? Oh
right, forgot to take my HGH and alienate
my co-workers.
Alex Prewitt is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major. He can be reached at
Alexander.Prewitt@tufts.edu
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WOMEN’S TENNIS

Come-from-behind eﬀort seals New
England title for Browne, McCooey
BY SAPNA

Women’s Tennis |
Despite success,
Browne and
McCooey may be
split up

BANSIL

Daily Editorial Board

OnFriday,thewomen’s tennisteamreturned
to the Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA)
New England Championships for the first time
Check out tuftsdaily.com
for a video of Sunday’s
doubles final at the ITA New
England Championships.
since its stellar showing at the event last season, which included a singles championship
for then-sophomore Julia Browne and a runner-up finish in doubles. The Jumbos wrote a
slightly different ending this time around, but
they proved once again that few in the region
can compete with the top of their lineup.
The No. 1-seeded doubles tandem of
Browne and fellow tri-captain Meghan
McCooey, a senior, won the tournament’s
doubles championship on Sunday, rallying to
defeat the third-seeded Williams duo of senior
Grace Baljon and sophomore Taylor French
9-8 (0) in a tiebreaker in the finals. The victory
came hours after Browne completed another
deep run in the singles draw, reaching the title
match before bowing out to Williams sophomore Kristin Alotta 6-1, 6-1.
The performances by Browne and McCooey
were the highlights of an eventful weekend for
the Jumbos, who saw all five of their tournament entrants win at least one match over
the course of the three-day event, held in
Cambridge, Mass.
“I couldn’t be happier with how the five that
were here participated and competed,” coach
Kate Bayard said. “I’m really excited with how
everyone on the team has worked this first
week and a half. I think if we keep up that level
of intensity and that hard work, this year’s just
going to keep getting better.”
After Baljon and French used an early break

JAMES CHOCA/TUFTS DAILY

Junior Edwina Stewart, paired with freshman Lindsay Katz, nearly pulled off an upset of the
No. 2-seeded doubles team at the ITA Championships last weekend.
to build a seemingly comfortable 6-3 edge
in Sunday’s doubles championship, Browne
and McCooey stormed back to win the next
three games and knot the score at six. The
Tufts duo then had an opportunity to serve for
the championship, leading 8-7, but Williams
broke McCooey’s serve and sent the match to
a decisive tiebreak.
From there, however, the Jumbos dominated. Thanks in part to some strong net play by
McCooey, Tufts rolled to a 7-0 shutout in the
tiebreak, giving the team’s first doubles pair a
regional crown to go along with the national
title it captured last season.
“We weren’t playing our best tennis, but
we didn’t want to lose feeling like we gave it

to them and that we didn’t really give it our
best shot,” McCooey said. “We got off to a
slow start, but somehow we were able to put
together a few points here and there to stay in
it, and we got our confidence back. Once we
had our confidence, we just started playing
the doubles that we know how to play.”
“It felt really good to win the doubles,”
Browne added. “They were serving really well,
but we were only down one break, and we just
needed to get into that one extra gear. Once
we broke them, we knew we were going to be
able to do it. We just tried to stay positive and
didn’t give up.”
see WOMEN’S TENNIS, page 14

MEN’S TENNIS

Jumbos roll over Salve Regina to open season
BY

REBECCA DIBIASE

Contributing Writer

A powerful blend of strong returning players and talented new recruits
turned out to be the proper formula for
MEN’S TENNIS
(1-0, 0-0 NESCAC)
at Newport, RI, Saturday
Tufts
Salve Regina

9
0

the men’s tennis team, which opened
its season on Saturday when it crushed
Salve Regina, 9-0.
Saturday’s away match was a welcome victory for the team after last
spring ended on a low note, with the
Jumbos dropping their last two games
and falling out of the national rankings. With nine victories in total and
three against NESCAC competition, the
players looked to improve their record
this fall.
If the match against Salve Regina was
any indication, the Jumbos are off to a
good start.
Not only was the final score a clearcut sweep, but the scores of each individual match proved the strength of
each of Tufts’ competitors. The six singles players did not drop a single set,
while the doubles players lost just six
games in their three matches.
“The results definitely exceeded our
expectations,” sophomore Kai Victoria
said. “We just dominated Salve Regina
all over.”
“[Salve Regina] was a much weaker team even from years past,” senior
Dan Landers added. “I think the scores
all reflect the quality of our team and
reflect also that our mentality going

ANDREW MORGANTHALER/TUFTS DAILY

Sophomore Sam Laber, playing at No. 1 singles for Tufts, defeated his opponent 6-1, 7-6 (3).
Overall, the Jumbos had little trouble with Salve Regina, winning all nine of their matches.
in was the correct one. We knew the
strength of our team and the strength of
their team, and that we could put players together who hadn’t played before
and gain some experience.”
The returning Jumbos set high expectations for the rest of the Tufts team,
with impressive performances in the
first three singles sets. In his debut at
the top of the Tufts ladder, sophomore
Sam Laber opened the match with a
two-set victory over Seahawks senior
Steve Masso, 6-1, 7-6 (3).
Laber’s second set was one of the
few of the afternoon with a close score.
Junior Jake Fountain followed Laber
with a sweeping win at 6-1, 6-2 and
Victoria built on the team’s success with
a straight-set victory, 6-2, 6-0 against
Seahawks freshman Chad Strong.
Taking cues from their experienced

teammates, a trio of freshmen played
equally well for the Jumbos. In his
first collegiate match, Andrew Lutz did
not drop a game, finishing with a 6-0,
6-0 win. Classmates Ben Barad and
Marc Westerfield followed with two
more victories at 6-1, 6-2 and 6-0, 6-0
respectively.
The Jumbos also dominated in the
doubles matches. Fountain and Victoria
combined for an 8-2 victory, while Lutz
and Barad followed suit with an 8-3 win.
Laber and sophomore Morrie Bossen
slammed the overall matchup with an
8-1 victory at No. 3 doubles.
“Over the fall we mix up our teams to
try to find what works,” Landers said.
“Even if you win that doesn’t mean the
team works. At the end of the day it isn’t
see MEN’S TENNIS, page 13

Though tri-captains Julia Browne
and Meghan McCooey have amassed
quite a resume as doubles partners,
coach Kate Bayard hasn’t exactly
committed to keeping the decorated
duo together in the spring, when the
women’s tennis team will play the
bulk of its dual-match schedule.
Following Browne and McCooey’s
victory in the Intercollegiate Tennis
Association (ITA) New England
Championships on Sunday, Bayard
said the chances were “probably
50-50” that she’d leave the pair
intact for the full season.
Thoughts of splitting up the
All-American duo certainly aren’t
performance-related; Browne and
McCooey won a national title
together last fall, amassed a nearflawless 14-1 dual-match record
out of the No. 1 doubles spot in
2008-09 and, most recently, added
a New England regional crown to
their trophy case. But once the
dual-match season kicks into full
gear, Bayard says it may be worth
spreading Browne and McCooey’s
talents across the lineup to better
the team’s chances of winning.
“Here Meghan and Julia are winning the Regionals, but at the same
time I’m very much playing with
the idea of splitting them up in the
spring,” she said. “Part of me would
like to see that level of experience,
an upperclassman, at every spot in
the lineup. That would be an argument for splitting them up.”
Both Browne and McCooey have
been successful with other partners
in the past. During the 2007-08
season, Browne and junior Edwina
Stewart were a perfect 10-0 in dual
matches out of the No. 3 doubles
position, while McCooey and senior
Erica Miller have a lifetime mark of
13-4 together at second doubles.
But since they were paired together
at the start of last year, Browne
and McCooey have developed a
chemistry that has translated into
prolific results.
“We just know each other’s games;
we know where we’re going to be
on the court, we know how to pump
each other up, and all that really
helps,” McCooey said. “I always love
playing with her, and I think we’ve
gotten to know each other’s games
really well.”
Earlier this season, Bayard indicated that her preference would be to
keep Browne and McCooey together
as long as it did not hurt the overall
strength of her doubles lineup. If
the performance this weekend by
Stewart and freshman Lindsay Katz
was any indication, she may be able
to do just that.
Playing for the first time as doubles partners last weekend, Stewart
and Katz nearly scored a major upset
at the ITA tournament, pushing
Wellesley’s second-seeded pairing of
senior Mohona Siddique and junior
Jacqueline Shen in a narrow 9-7 loss.
But at this early juncture of the season, Bayard is not ready to make any
final decisions regarding her lineup.
“It’s great to know that I have
that option because they make a
very tough team,” Bayard said.
“They complement each other’s
games well. But it’s too early to tell
whether they’re going to end up as
a team or not. We just have so many
options; the doubles is not set by
any means.”
— by Sapna Bansil

