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“Time Warner is acting like a company that do
like competition,” Sallet said in a Nov. 15 staf

tions Commission isn't about MCIL Maybe 2
the competition that ASkyB will bring
Warner cable system.”[]

Environment

intel To Sign Final Agre

owing the company te begin
developing and imp}émenting 4 multi-media operating
plan at its new fagllity in Chandler, Ariz.

innovgtive plans that exceed environmental
ements.
tel, the world’s largest maker of microprocessors,

s developed a plantwide plan encompassing envi-

of the agreement.

Timothy Mohin, Intel's government affairs rga
ager, iold BNA Nov. 18, that the final agreemght is
identical to the draft, which is posted on the Infernet.

“In developing the master plan, the XL/Project
stakeholders have sought to reduce unnecegSary, bur-
densome and duplicative requirements wiffiin the con-
straints of existing law,” the draft gdid. “Several
important innovations have resulted/including the
creation of 2 consolidated reporting fdrm, an integrat-
ed emergency planning document, 4nd a streamlined
air permitting scheme.”

Mixed Reviéws’

The project has received/ mixed reviews from the
environmental community.

A local organization/called Don't Waste Arizona
praised the project in An Aug. 24 letter calling it “the
best job of any in gdmmunity outreach, access, and
environmental perjérmance.”

Some of the hapShest criticism came from represen-
guthwest Network for Environmental
ustice who said in a Sept. § letter that
the project fould subject the community and plant
workers toMigher exposures of toxies than the existing
permit g¥iows. The group also wrote that the Intel
plan wofild be subject to weaker standards, would be
“signjficant risk shifting that could expose workers to
highér levels of exotic, untested chemicals"” and
wylld make verification of its emission limits difficult
hecanse “there is no provision for any monitoring,
only modeling,”
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The Intel project does not do enough to ’;g;ﬁre
water is conserved and reused — a critical elerént in
the site’s desert setting, the gronp said. 5
Finally, the group criticized the projec A‘Etzt its lack
of community and worker 0V sight and
accountability, '
Another eritie, Sanford Lewis, d1 Ector of the Good
Neighbor Project, which consults Aith public interest
groups on stakeholder processes, said in a Sept. 16
letter that the project did not gontain a strong enough
pollution prevention elemeny
Mohin and Angela Boggsfthe environmental, health,
and safety regulatory isglies manager, responded in a
Sept. 23 letter that fe critics were operating off
factually incorrect ipt
“There is no shiffing of risk, either to the communi-
ty by promoting/the use of non-HAPs, toxics, or to
dring employees through increased ex-
chemicals,” the Intel letter said.

Emissions Caps

e/plan would set emissions caps of 10 tons for all
inorganic hazardous air poliutants and 10 tons for all
organic HAPs, “not 9.9 tons for eack HAP, as hag heen
tated in at least two letters.” The company has ne
otivation “to avoid HAPs regulation by substituting
other, non-regulated toxic chemicals,” even though the
CL_ejm Alr Act would allow such substitution, the letter
said.

Mohin and Boggs said the company’s emissions are
not secret, and the company revised -estimates, of
HAPs upward to account for new data coming
scrubber {esting at another facility.

mation in accordance with existing rules
tions, we have been up front in disclosin
the methods used to delermine our e
so that they can validate that they
defensible and conservative,” the letter said.

In addition, the letter said, In#el has developed a
technnlogy-forcing plan to engfire source reduction
and a plan for water reuse apd reclamation “to drive
significant reductions in frg5h water demand, while
requiring any recharge to#roundwater meet drinking
water standards.”[]

— By Susan Bruninga

xHeam& Care

AFL-CIO President Joins With APHA
To Demand Coverage For All Children

NEW YORK--Throwing his support behind an
American Public Health Association agenda for im-
proving children’s health, AFL-CIO President John J.
Sweeney Nov. 18°warned that congressional figures
who stand in the way of a proposed health insurance
program for children will face the same labor opposi-
tion as those who sought Medicare reductions in the
last Congress.
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Sweeney delivered his threat while giving the Mar-
garet Baggeit Dolan- Lecture at the APYA annual
meeting, where the public health organization re-
leased a seven-point children’s health program that
included a call for Congress to “encourage and enable
state health care reform initiatives {o cover all chil-
dren” and develop a federal program.to extend health
insurance coverage to the entire population.

APHA President E. Richard Brown, who is alse
director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy Re-
search, characterized the proposed children’s health
insurance program as the equivalent of Medicare “at
the other end of the age spectrum.” The association's
ideal is still universal health coverage, he said, but—
like Medicare — health coverage for all people under
age 18 would be another step along the way.

Brown argued that a single-payer system continues
to draw wide support from the U.8. public but is
oppased only “by certain interest groups and members
of Congress.”

‘A Nickel A Day’

Sweeney said unions arid the public health commu-

nity are natural partners in seeking better health for

children and suggested that the heaith coverage pro-
posal would cost only “a nickel a day per child.”

He continued, “If we work together, I have no doubt
we can pass children's health coverage, Why am I so
optimistic? I think moderate and even conservative
members of Congress learned in the recent election
that it isn't wise to hand America’s working families
such an issue. . .- - ‘

“If they don’t come around, we’ll use children’s
health the way we used Medicare, and that’s a prom-
ise and a commitment.” .

Sweeney added that the unions want to work with"

the APHA “to help preserve.and protect employer-

based coverage for working families—at least until

we can formulate a better approach.” :
Looking back at the last Congress, Sweeney called it

“nothing short ef miraculous” that organized labor.

and its allies were able to block the House Republi-
cans’ agenda on Medicare, Medicaid, and other social
issues. “We stopped them cold,” he said. “Who would
have thought twe years ago that our greatest public
health programs would be our bulwark ir our line of
defense against anti-government extremists?”

With direet mail, television ads, and grass-roois
lobbying, Sweeney said, “we put Medicare and Medic-
aid at the forefront of the national political debate and
kept it there throughout the fall elections.” He contin-
ued, “Even though we missed regaining control of the
House by a worker-friendly majority, we reversed the
agenda, and most people don't realize how-close we
came to winning: we defeated 17 of the incumbents we
targeted a

006

otes.” .

i Defénding Medicare, Medicaid

~ But desp

NEWS

nd missed an additional 12 targets by a total

<the gains, he added, “we will still have
an uphill struggle defending Medicare and Medicaid.”
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Even Social Security, he said, “will come under attack
as never before,”

Tke importance of health insurance to the AFL-CIO
is underscored by the fact that more than eight in 10
of all uninsured Americans are workers or are in
families headed by workers, Sweeney said. In 1994
and 1995, nine of 10 children without heaith care had
working parents, he added.

Also, he continued, unions started to realize some
wage gains in the first three-guarters of 1996 “for the
first time in many years” but saw them “more than
offset” by cutbacks in benefits, primarily health
insurance. )

As an indication the level of public support,
Sweeney cited a national post-election survey just
completed by pollster Stan Greenberg finding that 52
percent of respondents said that guaranteeing afford-
able, comprehensive health care for all should be one
of the country’s top three policy priorities, including
22 percent who said it should be the No. 1 priority.
Health coverage for children drew more limited but
still substantiat support, he added.

“Notwithstanding this level of support for universal
health coverage, we all know President Clinton is not
going to revive that debate,” Sweeney said. “But we
can still achieve meaningful change, the most promis-
ing of which lies in health insurance for every child in
America.”

Asked at a news conference if the children’s insur-
anee program had been formally made a legislative
priority of the AFL-CIO, Sweeney said a leadership
group would meet Dec. 16 o plan the unions’ congres-

sional agenda and that “child health will be one of the

areas we’ll talk ghout.”

APHA’s Agenda

In annotincing the APHA’s “new public health agen--

da for children,” Brown called the program’s compo-
nents “both vrgent and feasible” and argued that they
could be put into place by executive and legislative
action without much new government expense. The
seven components of the plan were:

o Pre-natal care, maternal health, and child health

programs, including outreach programs and, when

needed, drug and alcohol freatment, smokin -
tiop, dietary supplements, 4fid diabetes management.

s Access to health care for every child, through
state and federal initiatives; protections in managed
cave; preservation of the Medicdid entitlement, includ-
ing the early periodic screening diagnostic and testing
benefit; and timely immunization. ‘

* Substance abuse control programs, including Food
and Drug Administration regulation of tobaceo, 3. 81 2
pack ci fe excise fax hi
and radio ads for aleohol. ~neeeie STz

g &
* ATti-vi6 ence'a_lﬁ, ,1n1uray_-_pre,\%n§.l_pn programs, in- __

cluding pew limits on handguns. -

e Environmental standards, inspection, and educa-

tion, ineluding air quality . efforts, state and local
health department programs, and federal infectious

disease %ontrol, lead poisoning prevention, and asthma -

progratjs. -

Gopyright © 1996 by THE BUREAL OF NATIONAL AFFAIRS, INC., Washington, 0.C. 20037
0148-8155/96/$0+51.00

.and a ban on felevision.

Ve.E51y0z



A-2  (No.223)

« A healthful standard of living, through restoration

of welfare reform cuts in food stamps and repeal of .

provisions denying benefits to legal immigran‘%.

-» Opportunity for reproductive health, through re-
jection of mandator§-parental consent for minors to
receive family planning advice and services, Yunding
community=;.and seligol-hased sex education pro-

< grams, making conrateptives accessible to. young
*-people,"and-incréasing funds for fed

] programs on
family planning, sexually .transmitte “'disease; and

. HIV prevention:[]

Securities..__

Prudential Securities To Pay
$18 Million To Settle New Era Case

Prudential Securities Inc. announced Nov. 15 that it
would pay $18 million to seitle lawsuits over its
dealings with the Foundation for New Era Philanthro-
py, now in Chapter 7 bankruptey.

In agreeing to a settlement in principal with the
bankruptcy trustee and certain non-profit organiza-
tions and philanthropists, regarding lawsuits pending
in the U.8, District Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania and the U.S, Bankruptcy for the Eastern
Distriet of Pennsylvania, the firm made no admission
of any liability.

The settlement would resolve all claims brought
against Prudential Securities by the trustee and cer-
tain participants in the Foundation for New Era Phil-
anthropy, the company’s release stated. In addition, it
would result in the withdrawal of objections filed by
Prudential Securities to other settletnents filed by the
trustee, aceording to the release. In May 1995, the
Securities and Hxehange Commission brought charges
against New Era and its founder John Bennett in the
distriet court based on allegations of a fraudulent
-investment scheme that bilked non-profit entities and
others of over §135 million.

New Era, based in Radnor, Pa., operated a program
that allegedly offered individual benefactors a chance
to double their gifts to charity. The funds to double the
gifts purportedly came from anonymous donors. Later
in the scheme, non-profit organizations allegedly were
offered the opportunity to double funds by submitting
them to New Era. Under the alleged scheme, these
organizations could send money to New Era and have
the funds matched by the anonymous donors and then
returned. Also in May 1995, New Era filed for bank-
ruptey protection, In September this year, Bennett
was indicted in the same court based in large part on
the same allegations contained in the SEC's
complaint. :

According to the recent reiease, the settlernent
would enable the trustee to move forward with his
proposal for a prompt interim distribution to non-
profit organizations harmed by New Era’s Ponzi
scheme and then proceed to an expeditious conclusion
of the bankruptey case. The settlement, when ap-
proved by the District Court and the Bankruptey
Court, would result in the dismissal of the trustee's
lawsnit against Pradential Seeurities, as well as with-
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drawal of objections and settlement of appeals filed
by Prudential Securities regarding decisions by the
Bankruptey Court in the New Era case, Prudential
noted. The settlement is also intended to resolve all
litigation and patential claims against prudential Se-
curities by non-profit organizations and philanthro-
pists that had deposited funds with New Era.lJ

Communications

Bipartisan Group Blasts FCC Phone Rules

in Brief To Eighth Circuit Appeals Court
Four U.S. House members charged in a federal

“court filing that a “renegade” Federal Communica-

tions Commission “arrogantly” mangled congressional
intent in writing rules for the Telecommunications
Act's provisions on local competition.

Submitting a brief on the side of state regulators
and local exchange carriers challenging the FCC's
telephone interconnection order, Reps. W.J. (Billy)
Tauzin (R-La), John Dingell (D-Mich), Rick Boucher
{D-Va), and Dennis Hastert (R-I11) urged the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit to strike down the
FCC’s local pricing provisions.

The lawmakers argued that the commission had
“taken a perfectly legible statute and turnhed it on its
head.”

“The FCC’s First Report and Order is an act of
extraordinary arrogance,” they said, “The Order bla-
tantly disregards congressional intent on two material
aspects.”

The lawmakers said that the FCC had {respassed on
authority that Congress had left o the siates and
established rules requiring incumbent local phone
companies to lease out parts of their systems at prices
that would threaten nelwork reliability.

“In order to reach the conclusions found in the

" Order, the Commissioners either had to determine

that they had the authority to ignore the plain intent of
the people’s elected representatives, or that Congress
doesn’i know enough about legislative drafting to ex-
plicitly amend sections of the law that it wanted to
change,” they said.

“In the end, we decided to leave regulation of most
local matters, inejuding especially the pricing of local
facilities and services, to the states,” they added.

Key Distinction ‘Eviscerated’

The representatives said that Congress had “delib-
erately crafted separate pricing methods™ governing
competitor access to the existing networks pegged to
whether a new entrani would be using its own facili-
ties or simply reselling incumbent’s services.

The FCC rules “eviscerate this important distine-
tion by making the more attractive cost-hased pricing
method,” intended for facilities-based competitors,
available to “pure resellers,” they said.

“The Commission adopts quick fixes that Congress
rejected in favor of encouraging long-term investment
and employment,” they said, “The Commission’s agen-
da must, where there is conflict, take a back seat to
Congress’ own plan for the industry.”
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