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‘Employer’s
“smoker ban
- draws heat =

ByICarq! Qppenhaim
Chirage Tricune
s e S
quire rg e ot
smoke either oo or off an
£ them on the payroll? And

uttin, E
“fire them for breaking their oath of:
abatinence? "

The city of San Mateo in nocthern

Calllornia decided a r age it
ould that w‘lizu all

newl!
hired firef) taﬂandmwﬂndaitseﬁ -

ia oo
amoke,” mﬂ Jarses Jinanberger,
San Mateo daputy city manager.
And o one has a right th & pu lic

“""%"““m q.f.‘fkﬁé“mm, -

- Evew danhwith
ullting the private. Itva:mf;’
emplnyeu wlun it aﬂecu.

 jobe.. ey . Wi

‘SMDHNG 134 mamr of person-

at preference involving a private

choice,” regponded Alan C. Dayis,
firefight-

menlmndnmcntl.lrlm
g;mnﬂhadb the Constitution-
bum-yw xmpnsed!ﬁeuutmm
wpl&performmzﬂla same Lagle,

members are, nok
banned amoking, even in’the
firehouse.”

Davig uid he did not know
TecTuits uses .

whether any of the nine
any form of tobacco, though all of
them aigned the pledge. to data,

the city has not or dhmplined
any of them for breaking the vath.
- l.inenberglr faid the idea for a
ge-empluymmr. cordract.

8 no-smoking provi-

pro
stan requirement that. naw
Hraﬂghlers mu.wt an annial
physical resuited from
the tnereumg eo:t of disahility pay.
ments to the city’s publle safety
employess.
"WE HAVE TWD to feur Aremen
and policemen retire each year on:
disability, and W's. mdj.ng up costing

us §250, 300 for each L

Undar stata law, er wd.
any public safety employee orced tor
legve the Job becasuse of neart dis-
ease, lung cancer of am| ma iz
p to have a work-related dis-.
ability.

“We can say the employes haa
been sioking two packs of cigareties
a day for a year but the law alwa
firds 0 favor of the worker. 1
‘aw makes that !ype of connection,
we are goiry to digcriminate in tavor
of nonsmokers and the taxpayers.”

. Therw is oo ban on hiring smokers
in e Lice memt of ir any

othar
thistol thn negr%r;mt
into effect merely were requested to

yolunterily attend no-smoking and

health education lecnn'es at the fire-

conta!mng
and. the

-_— "lnv

e it.a..fednral congtitutionat

egg: protectiots
“Fartharmore, it is shsun:hanﬁm lzw' o \o privacy.

“TE raws) ahrtad hiring only
reporters who are thin and !:uwa
mastar's degreea, they don't adk the
- genlor employess to get skinnier or
smarter,’” Licenberger aa.id

THE LAWSUIT l.'lt!.
“peheduled {o be Dec. 16 ln San

MaHCount B
l.heb, , cmehlwrhng

conditions su
mmﬂusubiedtobugmby-

the uni
Tbe sult alss charges that the no-
smoking pledEe violates the stats
couumtlnn yl requiring public
take an cath and viel-

guaran-
uzder the |
- “How far. caR you carry a work.

viile that invades rivacy of the
home?* Davig a.skedp “The umien

cov! off-duty tdme,”
e gy

said it did bave the ap-
San Matea Firefighters

al 24-00 last December, bui the
untion later changed its mind. Uniot
President Dean Willlamscn denied
that any such agreeman,t was
reached.

FIRE CHIEF Art Koron. a nen-
smoker, said the ourber of smokers
in the ent had. drey cotk
giderably in the last di “We
have ‘whole i:.rehoum that have
quit,” he-added. “‘One of the assis
tont chietsqmtandﬁmotharulry
ing ilke the dickens.

At least two othar cities have Insti-
tuted no-smyoking and anmual fitness

tests for new firefighters, and some
ﬂrehousa: across the nation have
confined smokars to special areas.

Ir Alaxandria, Va,. Fire Chief
Charles Rule said that about 50 iire-
fighters, ane-fourth of the depart-
ment, had been hired since the ban
on smuldniion and off duty was
instituted tive years ago. Nons bas
heen dismissed for violating the ban,

“We rg not the KGB, and we don't™

around Lhei.r homes,”
Rule gaid. “Bui we haven't caught.
anybody, 1 don't think many peq le
are smoking tobacco today, thou
don't know about the sther stuif. 8

The Wichita, Kan., Fire
ment initiated ita policy 18 months'
ago. Since then, the number of smok-
ers on the ¢-mermber ferce has
drg from ane-third 1o one-fifth
and ex-smokers have tmproved on
phys:cal fitness testy.
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