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Course evaluations to
be moved online

Oh Canada: Crosby’s OT tally gives hosts Olympic gold

BY

MARTHA SHANAHAN
Daily Editorial Board

MCT

With one swift stroke past the legs of U.S. goalie Ryan Miller, left, Sidney Crosby set off a raucous celebration in Vancouver, giving the host Canadians the Olympic gold medal in men’s ice hockey with a 3-2
overtime win yesterday afternoon.

Students may in the next
two years be able to fill out and
access course evaluations online,
thanks to a collaborative project by
Tufts Community
Union (TCU) senators and administrators.
According
to senior Emily
Maretsky, TCU Senate trustee representative for academic affairs,
senators are working with the
Educational Policy Committee
(EPC) and the Academic Affairs
Committee to work out the
details of the plan.
“The EPC is still in the process of debating the rules … and
debating how it will be done,”
Maretsky, who is also a features
editor for the Daily, said. “They’re
in the process of moving everything online.”
The potential change is motivated by the ineffectiveness of
the current course evaluation

system, in which students fill out
evaluation forms in class at the
end of the semester, according
to Nunu Luo, sophomore senator and chair of the Senate’s
Education Committee. “The reason for the switch is that the
other system is completely outdated,” she said.
Luo added that the current
method of collecting evaluations is inefficient, especially in
terms of processing and compiling the data.
“We do them by hand … It
consists of two permanent workers in Dowling … sorting files
… and putting them on floppy
disks,” she said. “We need to keep
up to date and use a more technologically [advanced] system.”
Junior Sam Wallis, who last
semester initiated the project as
the TCU Senate representative to
the EPC, said that the outdated
system made course evaluations
less useful for professors.
“The turnaround time is so
long that it’s ineffective … as a
see EVALUATIONS, page 2

Tufts awarded highest rating for
fiscal management
Charity evaluator gives university four-star ranking
BY

CORINNE SEGAL

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts recently received a fourstar rating for sound fiscal management from Charity Navigator,
America’s largest independent
charity evaluator. This marks the
eighth consecutive year the university has received the highest
possible rating.

Charity Navigator looks at
nonprofit organizations’ ability to grow and manage their
finances. It measures fiscal
management and efficiency
using information about a
charity’s programs and the
allocation of its finances as
reported in the IRS Form
990, a tax return that must be
annually submitted to the gov-

ernment, according to Tufts
Vice President of Finance and
Treasurer Thomas McGurty.
Using this data, Charity
Navigator computes organizational effectiveness by
examining fundraising efficiency and expenditure on
programs,
administration

TUFTS.JUMBOACCESS.COM

see FISCAL, page 2

Tufts students may no longer have to turn to Tufts Reviews for course
evaluations.

Carmichael bathroom vandalized with excrement
The women’s third floor bathroom in
Carmichael Hall last Thursday was vandalized
with excrement smeared across the walls.
According to residents, this was just the
most recent occurrence of such acts of vandalism, which have persistently plagued the
bathroom.
Janitors have also found fecal waste in
the trashcan, the contents of which have
also occasionally been thrown into the
toilet, clogging it. Residents noted that
these actions have tended to take place on
weekdays.
Sophomore Amalia Toro Restrepo, who
saw the defacement, believes that one person is responsible for these acts being committed in the bathroom.
“We’re assuming it’s the same person who
has committed the vandalism,” she said.
Stephanie Calnan, a sophomore who lives
on the third floor of Carmichael and spoke
with the janitor responsible for cleaning
the dorm facilities on the affected floor,
said that the acts of vandalism were hurtful
and disrespectful to the American Building
Maintenance (ABM) janitorial staff.
“The ABM worker considered it a personal

insult, especially coming from her culture in
El Salvador,” Calnan said. “I feel so badly for
her; she felt it was very degrading for her. She
was upset, crying.”
Calnan explained that while she was conversing in Spanish with the janitor in question, she initially thought that she was mistranslating something because she could not
believe what she was hearing.
“It was so surprising and disgusting,” she
said. “Plus, it’s not hygienic for other students
on the floor.”
Toro Restrepo stressed the impact that the
incidents have had on both residents and
janitorial staff.
“I know it might seem funny to some
people, but in a dorm, the space you live in
is shared with everyone,” she said. “And you
should understand that the janitor was very
insulted. It has happened repeatedly. It was
just very disrespectful.”
Canlan noted that students often do not
think about how their actions will affect
other people.
“Sometimes people just think that a little
maid comes or a little fairy comes and cleans
up after them, but no, people come to clean
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Residents in Carmichael have reported multiple instances of vandalism in one of its bathrooms.
up, and we need to be respectful of them,”
she said.
Sophomore Nick Perricone, co-chair of
Jumbo Janitor Alliance, a group working to
promote community between janitorial staff
and students, expressed his disgust at the
vandal’s actions.
“It really shows a real lack of empathy or
consideration that a person just like yourself,

a hardworking person, will have to deal with
it, and for no other reason than your own
immaturity,” he said. “Do people care that
there are human beings that have to clean
up their bathrooms?”
— by Katherine Sawyer with contributing
reporting by Jenny White
and Martha Shanahan
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fell to the Panthers on
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NEWS

Visiting the Hill this week
MONDAY
“Brown Bag Lunch with alum Rebecca
Plofker”
Details: Rebecca Plofker (LA ‘05), creative
and events director for Endeavor, a nonprofit organization supporting medium-tolarge sized enterprises in emerging markets around the globe, will speak with
students.
When and Where: 12 p.m. to 1:10 p.m.;
Alumni House CMS Library
Sponsor: Communications and Media
Studies Program
“Emulsion-based microfluidics for highthroughput biology”
Details: Adam R. Abate from the Department
of Physics at Harvard University will be
discussing an emulsion-based microfluidic
system that he developed.
When and Where: 10 a.m. to 11 am.;
Science and Technology Center Room 136
Sponsor: Department of Biomedical
Engineering
WEDNESDAY
“A New Politics of Consumption”
Details: Cyrus Schayegh, assistant professor of modern Middle Eastern history at

Princeton University, will discuss dams, electricity and the Cold War in Post-Musaddiq
Iran.
When and Where: 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.;
Mugar 129
Sponsor: The Fares Lecture Series
“Introduction to Vital Electronics: The
Key to Building Affordable Trustworthy
Embedded Systems”
Details: Professor Andrzej Rucinski and Dr.
Thaddeus P. Kochanski, of Vital Electronics
Institute, will discuss vital electronics.
When and Where: 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.; 200
Boston Ave, Suite 2600
Sponsor: Department of Electrical
Engineering
“How to Escape from a Leper Colony”
Details: Tiphanie Yanique (LA ‘00), assistant
professor of creative writing and Caribbean
literature at Drew University, will read from
her book of short stories “How to Escape
from a Leper Colony” (2010).
When and Where: 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Capen
House
Sponsors: Department of English, Africana
Center, Africa in the New World Program,
Peace & Justice Studies Program

THURSDAY
“Considering Copenhagen: Rethinking
Climate Policy”
Details: A four-person panel will discuss the results of the negotiations in
Copenhagen. The panel will include
Timothy E. Wirth, president of the United
Nations Foundation; Adrian Fernandez
Bremauntz, president of the Instituto
Nacional de Ecología; Jim Watson, director of Sussex Energy Group and co-leader
of Tyndall Centre Climate and Energy
Programme; and Dan Reifsnyder, deputy
assistant secretary of state for environment and sustainable development.
When and Where: 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.;
Ballou Hall Coolidge Room
Sponsor: Center for International
Environment and Resource Policy
“Mechanical Engineering Seminar Series”
Details: Metin Sitti, associate professor at
Carnegie Mellon University, will present
on “Miniature Mobile Robots Down to
Micron Scale.”
When and Where: 3 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.;
Anderson Hall Nelson Auditorium
Sponsor: Department of Mechanical
Engineering

FRIDAY
“Let’s Talk About Race: Social Justice 201
Workshop”
Details: Amy Albert, conciliation specialist at the U.S. Department of Justice
Community Relations Service, will discuss
conflict mediation concerning issues of
race and ethnicity.
When and Where: 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.;
Metcalf Hall Lounge
Sponsors: Africana Center, Asian American
Center, International Center, Latino Center,
LGBT Center, Office for Campus Life,
Women’s Center
“Barack
Obama
and
American
Democracy”
Details: Speakers and scholars including Professor Patrick Sylvain from Brown
University, Professor John Stauffer from
Harvard University and Matthew Whitaker
from Arizona State University will critically
analyze President Barack Obama’s first year
in office.
When and Where: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Center
for the Humanities at Tufts
Sponsor: Provost’s Office
— compiled by Brent Yarnell

Tufts recognized for handling
of the university’s finances

Senators working with administrators to update
course evaluation process

FISCAL

EVALUATIONS

continued from page 1

and fundraising. It then
determines organizational
capacity by evaluating primary revenue growth, program expenses growth and
working capital ratio.
Each organization receives
an overall numerical score
and a corresponding star rating, which can range from
one to four stars.
McGurty praised the accuracy of the rating system.
“It’s probably one of the most
accurate comparative data
sets that you can find on
charities,” he said.
Tufts ranked equally with
other universities such as
Boston University, Harvard
University and Northwestern
University, all of which earned
four-star ratings.
Christine Sanni, director
of advancement communications and donor relations,
attributed Tufts’ high ratings
to the university’s effective
allocation of donations.
“I think people really want
to see their money going
to support the things they
care about, and that’s what
the Charity Navigator rating
shows … that Tufts is putting
so much of the money toward
the donor’s intent and so little
toward what it takes to run
the university,” she said.
Bob Gawlak, manager of
sponsored programs in Tufts’
Office of Sponsored Programs
Accounting, believes that
collaboration between members of the university’s fiscal management team has
helped Tufts produce good
policy and remain financially
efficient.
“I think we have very, very
qualified people,” he said.
“I think that we work well
together. I think the quality
of the people and the professionalism is outstanding.”
McGurty said that the ratings were helpful in allowing
the university to assess its
performance relative to other
organizations. “Being able
to compare yourself to other
institutions provides some
measure of how effective you
are,” he said.
He added that it was
important for Tufts to continue making an effort to handle the university’s finances
responsibly.
“Every organization always

should be looking at its operations and looking to maximize the amount that goes to
support programs,” McGurty
said. “I think any good organization is always looking for
ways to improve that.”
Sanni said that Tufts owes a
large part of its fiscal success
to dedicated donors. In fiscal year 2008-09, Tufts had its
fifth-best fundraising year in
university history, according
to Sanni.
“I would say we had alumni donors and friends who
would deserve thanks for
their ongoing dedication and
ongoing support of Tufts,”
she said.
This fundraising success is
partly due to the university’s
ability to adapt its fundraising
tactics to last year’s adverse
economic conditions, according to Sanni.
“We changed some of our
strategies because alumni
were indicating that they
were kind of watching their
own portfolio and savings
accounts, and they were
nervous about their own job
security,” she said.
The university, therefore,
placed more emphasis on
short-term annual donations
rather than long-term endowments, leading to an increase
in alumni cash donations.
“That was really an appealing message to people,
because they made a short
-term commitment, and they
didn’t have to worry about if
they lost their job or if something happened in the next
couple months,” she said.
Sanni also recognized Tufts
alumni and other donors for
coming forward to help the
university during the financial crisis.
“That was a tough year
economically, but we had a
lot of people step up,” she
said. “It was great that we
had these donors that were
willing to do that.”
Sanni emphasized that
Tufts’ fiscal policy is based on
more than just donations, and
the university prioritizes continued alumni involvement.
“The big focus of this campaign has been making sure
that we are not only asking
alumni for money, but we’re
making sure they’re engaged
in the university,” she said.
“Building that base of support is really important.”

continued from page 1

tool for teachers to gauge themselves because they’re already
four months into teaching another class,” he said.
Wallis also noted that the
window for students to complete evaluations was overly
limited. “Because people don’t
show up on the last day, all
the evaluations don’t get done,”
he said. “Only the people who
make it to the end get to rate
their professors.”
Maretsky highlighted the
results of last semester’s TCU
Senate survey, which showed that
students felt course evaluations
had no effect. She last month
presented a proposal to the AAC
that cited these survey results.
“One question [asked] ‘do you
think course evaluations make
an impact?’” she said. “About
56 percent of people thought
[the evaluations] had little to no
impact … and about 90 percent
would [likely] read them if they
were online.”
Some have proposed that
evaluations also be made available for students to view online.
Luo pointed out that making
course evaluations accessible to
students would help them be
more informed.
“It’s a great resource for students,” she said. “It will help
students get a better idea of
what you’re going into the class
expecting.”
According to Wallis, this
project to move course evaluations online is a main focus
for the EPC this semester. TCU
senators have been participating in EPC meetings, and
another one is scheduled for
this morning to make more
decisions on the transition.
One of the issues under debate
is how accessible these course
evaluations will be.
“[The EPC] has been working
over what’s involved … if faculty
or departments will be able to
prevent their evaluations from
being posted online,” Luo said.
“We’ve been discussing whether there gets to be an ‘opt out’
clause for professors.”
Maretsky noted that professors are often concerned about
the publicity of online evaluations.
Luo highlighted that this discussion was both a consultative and collaborative process.
“The administration is dealing
with this, and they really want
to know what students think,”

she said. “Students and administrators are working together to
bring this change.”

“The turnaround time
is so long that it’s ineffective … as a tool
for teachers to gauge
themselves, because
they’re already four
months into teaching
another class.”
Sam Wallis
junior, former TCU senator
Wallis explained that he and
other senators last semester
studied the systems in place at 30
other schools that shared similarities with Tufts, in order to get

a basic resolution passed on the
principles of the idea.
“We spoke to registrars and
deans, and … they all used online
evaluations and they all had overwhelmingly positive feedback,”
he said.
Tufts would likely make the
switch to an online system
based on the one employed by
Northwestern University, where
everyone in the school community can access the online evaluations, according to Maretsky.
“Northwestern had one of
the best ones from the group
we looked at … it was well put
together,” Wallis said.
Noting the difficulty of ensuring that students complete evaluations outside of class, Wallis
added that Tufts will consider
withholding students’ grades for
a week if they do not comply.
“It’s not too much of a penalty,” he said. “But it’s enough to
get people to do it, even when
they’re not in class.”

TIEN TIEN/TUFTS DAILY

The TCU Senate is working with the administration to create a Web-based system for course evaluations.
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Group hopes to educate students about
1969 Lewis Hall protest
BY

EMILY MARETSKY | NICE SHOES, LET’S DATE

Who’s
got the
bill?

ALEXA SASANOW

Daily Editorial Board

The Africana Center celebrated its 40th
anniversary last month, but the event that
prompted its inception was not memorialized with a gala or anything of the sort. In
fact, Tufts did not officially recognize it at all.
On Nov. 6, 1969, members of Tufts’ thenrecently founded Afro-American Society,
along with over 200 other students from
Boston-area colleges, staged a work stoppage
on the construction site that was to become
Lewis Hall. In a letter sent to the Tufts administration, the Afro-American Society decried
“alleged discriminatory hiring practices” by
Volpe Construction, the company contracted
to build the dorm.
Assistant Professor of History Kris
Manjapra has formed a group to memorialize the protest and both its local and
national effects. As faculty-in-residence in
Lewis Hall, Manjapra worked with the Office
for Residential Life and Learning (ResLife) to
stimulate intellectual discourse. “[We want
to] bring more learning and academic discussion into residential life,” he said.
When Manjapra’s talks with ResLife
Director Yolanda King eventually morphed
into a project looking at Tufts’ involvement
in the civil rights period, Professor of History
Daniel Mulholland suggested that the project focus on the events on campus in 1969.
Mulholland came to Tufts as an assistant professor in 1967, and as a Tufts faculty member was integral in supporting the protesters; he spoke at a counter-commencement,
which a vast majority of graduating seniors
held while boycotting the official university
Commencement in 1970.
The Tufts 1969 project is happening in
multiple phases — there is a group working in the university archives with primary
sources documenting the event. Another
group is working on the oral history by conducting interviews with students, administrators and faculty who were at Tufts in
1969, which will eventually end up as part of
a documentary. Yet another group is working on a Web site, which will be linked either
through the Africana Center or the Tufts
Web site. To help the project come together,
each group is made up of graduate and
undergraduate students and headed by a
graduate history student.
“This is really about a kind of student
activism,” Manjapra said, “developing a
historical consciousness as part of mobilizing a social consciousness. Studying that
history really can create a real nexus for
helping us today think about what it means
to be an activist.”
Much of the discussion in the first few
meetings of the project addressed the reason that there was not an official university
response to this anniversary. Manjapra said
that the university wasn’t trying to be malicious by not commemorating the anniversary, but instead attributed it to “a lack of
institutional memory.”
“But we need to ask the question, Why
has the tradition of activism that Tufts was
known for, why has that profile not made
its way into the fabric of our university?” he
said. “It’s an important thing not to lose sight
of — it’s easy to forget. We need to work hard
to preserve these important things; it’s about
tradition, it’s about legacy.”
Sophomore Gabrielle Horton, the politi-

I
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The establishment of the Africana Center is in part attributed to the 1969 Lewis Hall protests.
cal chair for the Pan-African Alliance, points
to the university’s response in 1969, or lack
thereof, to explain its response now.
Tufts didn’t give any immediate official response to the incident in 1969. The
university did not come out officially to
support the students, nor did it condemn
their actions. “That hasn’t changed,” Horton
said. “I think the [Tufts 1969] project is very
important; it gives you a sense of history.
You’re not just here for your four years; you
have a history here.
“I feel the administration hasn’t done its
full part,” Horton said. “There’s no black studies program or department, and no one’s
going to the dean’s office demanding this
or to the provost’s office demanding that —
there’s not one person at fault. I think the
students should fight for it, but a university
that prides itself on diversity and global citizenship isn’t fighting for it either.”
The Tufts administration bowed to pressure to establish an Africana Center in the
wake of the protest, but when students in
1970 asked for a black studies department,
they were told to wait.
“Silence is the space of power’s execution,” Ian Greaves, a graduate student who
is heading the oral history aspect of the
project, said.
“When did the university say ‘Alright,
enough, here’s a center’ and when the students asked, ‘Where’s our department?’ and
the university said, ‘You’ve got a center,’ when
and why did they decide that was enough?”
Greaves said.
“I find it very telling and weird that there’s
not a black studies program,” Horton said.
“American studies is a program, not a depart-

ment, and women’s studies is a program.”
While the project gives black students a
sense of their place in Tufts history, it also
shows the place that student activism holds
on this campus.
“The onus on us is to speak truth to power,”
Professor of History Peniel Joseph said
last Tuesday at the Tufts 1969 Teach-In, an
organizational meeting for the 1969 project
appropriately held in Lewis Hall. “We have to
be willing to do things like civil disobedience.
These students put themselves on the line,
and they didn’t know what was going to happen. This is not a call for mayhem, but this is
a call for action,” Joseph said.
Manjapra pointed to Mahatma Gandhi’s
teaching that “no” was a sacred word and
the most important tool in fighting injustice,
and that it “needs to be uttered sometimes,”
Manjapra said.
“Because there was no official moment
of commemoration, this is not just about a
commemoration,” Manjapra said. “This is
something much more active, much more
present. It’s about living more responsibly,
living with more integrity. How do you
live in these ways for other people? When
do we go out on a limb for those people,
when do we show solidarity, say your ‘no’
is my ‘no’ and we need to say ‘no’ to this
together? Are we able to show solidarity today; are we able to have a politics of
solidarity? These are the questions that
need to make us uncomfortable. We need
to struggle with them.
“Everyday life is serious,” Manjapra added.
“The things we accept, the things we allow to
happen, the things we resist. Things are only
going to become more complicated.”

CAMPUS COMMENT

What do you think of the new RezQuad Café?
“We live a couple floors up,
actually, so the uphill Rez is
sort of like a cooler version
of our common room. It’s like
our common room in that it’s
full of sophomores and people
we know and love, but it also
serves addictive substances and
has comfortable seating.”
— Madeline Christensen,
sophomore

“It’s much more convenient
because I live in Houston, and
before I’d have to go downhill
to get coffees better … than
Dewick and Hodgdon, so it’s
nice to have that close by.”
— Liza Bagley,
freshman

“I know that if I go to the
uphill Rez, I will definitely end
up drinking coffee and not be
able to go to bed … I went the
first day literally an hour after it
opened, and I thought it was a
little sterile … I’m not a big fan
of cinder block walls.”
— Lincoln Giesel,
freshman

“The opening of the uphill
Rez has affected my life personally because I was already
addicted to coffee, and now
I can get my fix here every
night of the week.”
—Chase Gregory,
sophomore
Check out tuftsdaily.com for a
video Campus Comment about
the new RezQuad Café.

t’s the end of the date, and dinner is
coming to a close. Everything is going
smoothly, until the waiter drops the
check off at the table and things pause
for a second. Who’s supposed to grab
the check?
It’s an age-old debate, balancing feminist equality and classic male traditionalism. Nowadays, it’s completely acceptable for a woman to ask a guy on a date
and pick up the tab. However, men pay
for more dates overall and often feel that
paying is the polite thing to do. Even in
same-sex dating, questions arise about
who pays and what is owed for a date.
It’s impossible to draw the line on
the issue because people feel so differently (and strongly) about the subject.
However, allow me to throw out my
theory, then take a look at a few other
opinions.
First off, let me just say that paying on
dates is not a big deal.
No, really. People seem to worry about
this a lot, but down the line, no one’s
going to remember who paid on a date.
If you end up going on multiple dates,
paying/not paying/splitting one time is
not going to make a difference in the
long run.
That being said, my philosophy is up
the same alley as the majority of samesex couples that I’ve talked to — I think
that the date-paying burden lies on whoever did the date-asking. If you asked
someone on a date, you’re “taking them
out” and therefore should expect to pay.
In my opinion, dating in general should
be an honest back-and-forth: If someone
asks you on a date and it goes well, you
should probably ask him or her on the
next one. Likewise, once you’re into the
dating routine, paying for dates should
also trade off.
It’s not a rule, but more of a guideline
that helps so that not only one person is
paying all the time.
The tricky part is dealing with people
who feel differently than you do about
the paying situation and the dozens of
nuances that go along with each date.
Many people are in the splitting-thecheck camp. I prefer not to split because
I feel a little awkward ending dinner by
dealing with money at the table, but I’m
not opposed to it. I just think the backand-forth works a little better, but if my
date wants to split, it’s not an issue.
On the other hand, and specifically for
heterosexual dating, a lot of guys always
expect to pay. I have a number of guy
friends who say that they would never let
a woman take the check on a first date,
even if she asked him on the date.
If a guy insists on paying, even if I
asked him out or if it’s my “turn” to pay,
I’m not going to argue about it, but simply thank him and not make it a big deal.
A little teasing might be in order though,
and I’ll make a point to grab the check
first on the next date.
What I really don’t understand are
women who expect to be paid for all of
the time. Isn’t it a little a little weird to tell
a guy to take you out and expect him to
pay? Or never to reach for your wallet on
a date? The 21st century is a little different than the 1940s, when women weren’t
expected to have jobs. But I guess there
are plenty of couples for whom this situation works, so who am I to judge?
Eventually, all couples settle into a
paying routine, trading or traditional (or
non-traditional!), and it seems that things
work out no matter your personal theory.
Most importantly, when in doubt or
overwhelmed by nuances, always offer
and just play it by ear.

Emily is a senior majoring in engineering
psychology. She can be reached at Emily.
Maretsky@tufts.edu.
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HELP HAITI
Dodgeball Tournament
Friday, March 5
Carzo Cage
7:30-10:30

Team Name: _________________________________
Names of team members (6-8 persons per team):

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________

Please include one team member’s contact information:
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Be sure to check out Eat at Jumbo’s
at the Tufts MOPS Food Festival
today from 12-1 in the Mayer
Campus Center!

Entry Fee: $5 per person. Only cash will be accepted.
Please return this form, along with your entry fee, to
Justin Clayton in the Athletic Department no later
than MARCH 1st.
Sponsored by SAAC –Student-Athlete Advisory Committee
If you have any questions, feel free to contact
Andrew Altman or Dawson Joyce-Mendive
andrew.altman@tufts.edu
dawson.joyce_mendive@tufts.edu

%HDGVDQG%LGV

LCS Faculty-Waits-On-You Dinner and Auction
DINE IN STYLE AND BID ON PRIZES SUCH AS:

March 4
6:30PM-9:00PM
51 Winthrop Street

BOWLING WITH SOMMERS AND MADDOX • LUNCH
WITH LARRY • RED SOX TICKETS • DINNER WITH
THE GITTLEMANS • FIRST CHOICE AT SENIOR WEEK
...AND MUCH MORE!

Tickets on sale at the info booth
$10/ticket, group rate (10+): $8/ticket

lcs@tufts.edu
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THEATER REVIEW

Strong performances, pithy script make
‘Stick Fly’ excellent show
BY

MITCHELL GELLER | SLINGS AND ARROWS

Nothing
to ‘get’

REBECCA SANTIAGO
Daily Staff Writer

I

Throughout Lydia R. Diamond’s “Stick
Fly,” Taylor (Nikkole Salter), an intelligent
but grating entomologist, speaks eagerly

Stick Fly
Written by Lydia R. Diamond
Directed by Kenny Leon
At the Wimberly Theatre through
March 28
Tickets $15 to $60
and frequently of her passion for insects,
despite the marked lack of enthusiasm
with which her diatribes are met. To her
future father-in-law, she details the methods that scientists use to study flies: An
insect is stuck to a Popsicle stick with glue,
and its image is then digitally magnified
for the sake of observation.
The Huntington Theater Company’s
production of “Stick Fly” is essentially a
theatrical variation of that procedure —
a dysfunctional African-American family
is placed on the glossy planks of a stage,
where its complexities are smartly dramatized for a discerning audience. Unlike
Taylor’s unfortunate victims, theatergoers
will receive the haunting and clever play
with anything but disgust or disinterest.
“Stick Fly” is set in the LeVay family’s
swank house on Martha’s Vineyard. When
the two grown LeVay brothers, Kent (Jason
Dirden) and Flip (Billy Eugene Jones),

HUNTINGTONTHEATRE.ORG

Strong script and performances make “Stick Fly” a worthwhile production.
invite their significant others for a weekend at the Vineyard with their parents, they
involve the two women in a complicated
and unanticipated wealth of family issues.
Kent’s fiancée, Taylor, is stunned by the
LeVays’ opulent lifestyle and obsequiously attempts to ingratiate herself with
her future father-in-law, Dr. Joseph LeVay
(Wendell W. Wright). Between insulting
Cheryl (Amber Iman), the temporary
maid, and initiating racially-charged
catfights with Kimber (Rosie Benton),
Flip’s self-proclaimed WASP of a girlfriend, Taylor seems to be falling deeper
and deeper into disfavor. As the weekend progresses, a sticky series of family
secrets begins to unfurl, and suddenly

Taylor’s bitterness and unstoppable footin-mouth syndrome take the backseat to
much weightier concerns.
The play’s main strength is its pithy and
provocative script. Diamond splices the
soap-opera drama with witticisms that
range from sharp and sophisticated to
laugh-out-loud hilarious.
One of Taylor and Kimber’s many drunken arguments showcases the extraordinary pliability of the script. When Taylor
denounces Kimber for leading a charmed
life, Kimber starts to speak of her beautiful, spoiled sister Becky. Taylor interrupts
her tale, asking, “So now she’s married to
see STICK, page 6
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High on Fire’s new release
‘The Crazies’ is
showcases lead singer’s talents enough to drive
anyone nuts
BY SCOTT SUGARMAN

Contributing Writer

Stoner metal has become a notable
force in rock music today. Embracing the
rumbling, down-tuned guitar riffs and

Snakes for the Divine
High on Fire
Koch Records
rough vocals characteristic of the genre,
bands like Mastodon and Baroness have
garnered critical and commercial success over the past few years.
Guitarist/vocalist Matt Pike helped
solidify the style in the early ’90s with
pioneering stoner metal band Sleep.
Pike formed High on Fire after Sleep’s
breakup, creating a sound that essentially sped up his former band’s monolithic riffs. The trio’s fifth studio album
and follow-up to 2007’s “Death is this
Communion,” “Snakes for the Divine”
is another worthy addition to High
on Fire’s discography and a continuation of the band’s straightforward and
aggressive sound.
Opener and title track “Snakes for the
Divine” confidently realizes the band’s
full potential. Pike opens the song
with the album’s strongest moment,
a nimble lead guitar line that bassist
Jeff Matz reprises during the catchy
chorus. Over the track’s eight-minute
duration, Pike leads Matz and drummer Des Kensel on a colossal charge
through riff after riff. Pike belts out
his vocals in a gruff, menacing growl
that fits perfectly with the music’s nononsense fury.
Though never quite recapturing the
energy of the opening track, the rest
of the album follows the blueprint set

by the leadoff track. Producer Greg
Fidelman’s mix is thicker than tar,
creating a sludgy, oppressive atmosphere. Though Pike’s multi-tracked
guitar assault is always at the forefront,
Matz’s powerful, distorted bass lines
cut through, a rarity in today’s style of
metal production.
Lyrically, the album is altogether typical of stoner metal. The band weaves
fantastical tales of warriors and death
throughout each of the eight tracks.
Buried within Pike’s guttural shouts are
ridiculous, clumsy lines like, “Shadows
on the day of Philistia/ All will have to
seek of Visigoth.” Even the album artwork’s crass depiction of a naked woman
besieged by snakes seems ripped off the
cover of a cheap fantasy novel.
However, Pike’s vocals are unintelligible enough that the music outshines
the lyrics. “Ghost Neck” thrashes about
a skittering guitar riff, while “Bastard
Samurai” features mid-tempo, sparse
instrumentation before exploding into

BY

ERIC BERG

Daily Staff Writer

In a world where characters are supposed to be flat, plots predictable and
action sequences utterly boring, “The

The Crazies
Starring Timothy Olyphant,
Radha Mitchell, Joe Anderson
Directed by Breck Eisner

METALSUCKS.NET

Crazies” might be considered a decent
movie. Sadly, this is not that world,
and for those unfortunate enough to
have to sit through the entirety of “The
Crazies,” one can only tip a metaphorical hat and offer sympathies for the
horrifying experience.
In the film, a virus has struck a small
town, and everyone who catches it turns
into a serial killer. The sheriff (Timothy
Olyphant) has to band together with his
wife Judy (Radha Mitchell), who is the
town doctor; her assistant at the medical center, Becca (Danielle Panabaker);
and his deputy, Russell (Joe Anderson),
to struggle against the people gone crazy
— which is everyone except themselves
— as well as a hostile government trying
to contain the disaster.
“The Crazies” is a remake of the 1973
horror film of the same name. Apparently,
the filmmakers decided they needed to
update the film with some good old 21stcentury bad moviemaking. The movie
feels like five- to 15-minute chunks of
horror scenes clumsily glued together by
a truly awful plot.

With its fantasy-based lyrics, “Snakes for
the Divine” is a typical stoner metal album.

see CRAZIES, page 6

see HIGH ON FIRE, page 6

’m a big fan of art. That’s a really broad
statement. Let me classify it: I like
most art. Recently, however, I attended an exhibition at the Tate Modern
in London entitled “Pop Life, Art in a
Material World.” The exhibition centered
on some of the biggest pop artists of the
last fifty years or so, beginning with Andy
Warhol and ending with Takeshi (not to
be confused with Haruki) Murakami,
touching on many artists in between,
ranging from Keith Haring to Jeff Koons
to Damien Hirst.
I’m not one of those people who doesn’t
consider modern art “art,” or someone
who can’t appreciate a work of art just
because it’s a little different, but I had a
hard time with some of the things that
were hanging on the walls of the Tate
Modern.
Rather than refer to what I’m discussing
as art, I’m going to call it “pretentious art”
because that’s pretty much all I can call it.
Don’t get me wrong — I love pretention,
but some “artists” take it a little too far.
One such piece, a piece that I simply
shook my head at instead of stroking
my imaginary beard contemplating, was
“Untitled,” a 2003 video installation by
Andrea Fraser. The video played on a small
TV in the corner of an unlit room behind
large doors marked “Warning: Explicit
content unsuitable for those under 18.”
I, not too worried after seeing the rest
of the oddly explicit exhibit, marched
through the doors and quickly saw that
I didn’t want to see it. The video is of
Fraser having sex. The bit that I saw was
the precursor to the intercourse, but I still
didn’t really want to watch some random
woman making out with some random
guy in a generic hotel room.
The idea behind the piece is that Fraser
got a gallery owner to find a collector to
fund a piece for $20,000. The piece, then,
would be a video of the collector having
sex with the artist.
In most cases, this is called pornography. In the Tate Modern, it’s art. The
video is stripped down (no pun intended):
minimal lighting from a lamp in the hotel
room, the camera placed high in one
corner of the room, no set dressing. The
whole thing is very Dogme 95.
Consequently, Dogme 95 is another
great example of pretentious art: It’s a
fairly recent movement in filmmaking,
started by a pair of pretentious Danes
(Lars von Trier and Thomas Vinterberg)
in 1995.
The long and the short of the Dogme 95
manifesto is that the film has to be made
au natural, with nothing more than a
camera and some actors (no sets, no special lighting, no special effects, etc.). It’s
good to try and make art as pure as possible, but once filmmakers have to sign a
vow of chastity with regards to adhering
to the manifesto, it gets ridiculous. There’s
art and then there’s this — this, which,
in the end, makes amateur pornography
into high cinema.
Which brings us back to Fraser, and
the circle of self-congratulatory artistic
masturbation (or, in her case, penetration) continues.
When Marcel Duchamp wrote
“R. Mutt” on a urinal and called it
“Fountain” (1917), he was having a
laugh, and the art world laughed with
him. When Damien Hirst suspended
a shark in formaldehyde and called it
“The Physical Impossibility of Death in
the Mind of Someone Living” (1992),
he was being a pretentious wanker, and
someone bought it for $12 million.
Like I said, I’m a big fan of art, but art
for the sake of being “cool”? Just say no.
Pretentious art: one out of five stars.

Mitchell Geller is a junior majoring in psychology and English. He can be reached at
Mitchell.Geller@tufts.edu.
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High on Fire’s
latest opens strongly,
then falls off
HIGH ON FIRE
continued from page 5

another mammoth metal assault. Lead
single “Frost Hammer” includes Matz’s
surprisingly melodic background vocals
during its ominous bridge section.
Another album highlight is the track
“How Dark We Pray.” The song evolves
from a restrained guitar solo over melodic bass to a relentlessly slow march of
crushing, minor-key chords. Combined
with Pike’s echoing shouts, the song creates a palpably doom-laden atmosphere.
In spite of these standout moments,
“Snakes for the Divine” contains a good
amount of filler. “The Path” is a pointless
instrumental, while “Fire, Blood & Plague”
and “Holy Flames of the Firespitter” are
utterly forgettable. Certain sections of
the other songs seem like they could
have been cut down, especially considering the fact that most of them are over six
minutes long.
Many of the album’s weak points also
stem from Pike’s guitar and vocal performances, considering that High on Fire
is essentially his solo project. Though
capable of effective and melodic leads,
as demonstrated in the intros of “Snakes
for the Divine” and “How Dark We Pray,”
he often goes for pure speed instead,
resulting in sloppy, forgettable solos.
Pike’s vocals can be less of a roar than a
whiskey-drenched gurgle. As for his few
forays into upper-register screams, one
word suffices: painful.
Overall, “Snakes for the Divine” is a
solid stoner metal album, chock-full of
heavy riffs. Matt Pike proves once again
that he has not lost his touch as one of
the leading figures of the genre. In short,
High on Fire fans will enjoy the album.
However, the band fails to accomplish
anything new with this release. Listeners
new to High on Fire would be better off
with either 2005’s “Blessed Black Wings”
or “Death is this Communion” instead.
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Strong performances complemented by appropriate set
just some of the highlights in ‘Stick Fly’
STICK
continued from page 5

a movie mogul and addicted to Xanax?”
She is stunned into silence when Kimber
replies, “She hung herself. At Prada.”
When Flip tentatively asks Kimber why
she’d never mentioned Becky’s tragic suicide before, she wryly responds, “Who’s
Becky?” and, having won the argument,
launches into a victory dance that sweeps
the audience into a minute-long bout of
side-splitting laughter.
The premise of the story is fresh and
frequently surprising. That Kimber, a
white, Ivy League-educated child of privilege, fits seamlessly into the LeVays’ world
is striking enough; it is downright jarring that Taylor, an attractive and accomplished black woman, is responsible for
stirring the seemingly tranquil domestic
pot. The play’s refusal to pin the focus
on the expected outcast slickly subverts
audience expectations and elevates the
play from a cut-and-dry anecdote of two
clashing racial cultures to an evocative

window into the lives of a multilayered set
of characters.
The outstanding script certainly makes
the actors’ jobs much easier, but their
performances are also praiseworthy. The
men are undeniably talented, with Wright’s
greasily pompous portrayal of Dr. LeVay
leading the pack, but the women truly carry
the play. Benton’s Kimber is wonderfully
droll, calling to mind Drew Barrymore’s
role as a frank and erudite teacher in
“Donnie Darko” (2001). Her quick thinking is met and her placidity contrasted in
Cheryl, whom Iman plays with delightful
vivacity and sincerity. Iman’s versatile acting pushes the play from novel to realistic,
as she emanates a sense of self and an
inviolable sassiness even in the throes of
emotional turmoil.
Also laudable is the play’s elaborate set.
Gleaming leather and mahogany abound
in the LeVays’ posh getaway; bookshelves
flank the walls, and plush carpets line
the floor of the stage. An upstage door
opens to the gloomy and pale blue New

England “outdoors.” Indoor plumbing has
even been installed to better adhere to the
realistic vision of a home on the vineyard.
The characters, already reduced by their
pettiness, are sometimes overwhelmed by
the palpable beauty of the set. As each
character’s frailties and failings emerge
further throughout the play, the heavy
backdrop seems the only constant in this
play of variables.
For all of the play’s commendable
aspects, the characters spend a lot of time
talking, leaving the viewer exhaustedly
anticipating what is ultimately an unsatisfying resolution. Yet the pros far outweigh
the cons in this poignant and sparkling
production, making “Stick Fly” a must-see
in spite of its few shortcomings.
“Stick Fly” is playing until March 28 at
the Wimberly Theatre at the Calderwood
Pavillion at the Boston Center for the Arts
at 527 Tremont Street. Tickets range from
$20-$60, with $15 student rush seats available two hours before curtain time with a
valid I.D.

Uninteresting characters, awful script make ‘Crazies’ a bore
CRAZIES
continued from page 5

Perhaps this movie is trying to expose the
jaded nature of the contemporary audience,
and how much its members have become
desensitized to violence, like the town’s crazies. It is honestly hard to pay attention to
the time after time in which something both
horrifyingly bloody and boring happens.
Another part of the problem is the film’s
characters. To call them flat is an insult to
cardboard everywhere. If there were a warehouse where characters could be bought,
these would be purchased from the clearance section. At one point, the sheriff rescues
his wife. This, along with Olyphant’s rugged
good looks, is his characterization — he’s
the guy who rescues his wife. This might be
enough for a minor character, but for a lead?
The deputy does a better job as comic

relief. Some of Anderson’s jokes approach
the line at which one might reasonably
laugh at them (and not out of pity). In
the second half of the movie, something
approaching a plot twist occurs; in this section, Anderson actually demonstrates some
good acting that could make the viewer care
more about him and the people around
him. Such empathy is refreshing, especially
given the film’s female characters, whose
purpose in “The Crazies” is to scream, get
rescued and make irrational decisions.
The movie does try to keep suspense
up with some Hollywood tricks: There is
scary music, sudden flashes of movement
designed to shock the audience out of apathy, blood and corpses. After some time, the
crazies begin to look like zombies for reasons unknown — perhaps the filmmakers
decided to drop the pretension that this was

anything other than a fourth-rate zombie
survival movie.
Occasionally, an overhead shot zooms
out, and some ominous government message pops up on a green overhead map
of the area. In retrospect, these elements
were probably designed to generate fear
and excitement, but they don’t do their job
well enough.
Fear and excitement are the least likely effects this movie would have on the
viewer. The lack of emotion is a shame,
because even with all its absurd number
of flaws, “The Crazies” could still be worth
watching as mindless entertainment. The
real problem is that the film is such a bore.
No movie this tedious and formulaic is
worth watching, although it would certainly make a wonderful addition to any
Bad Movie Night lineup.

Wendell Phillips Award Finalists Presentations
Wednesday March 17, 2010
11:50 am in Alumnae Hall, Aidekman Arts Center
The presentations are open to the Tufts Community.
All are welcome to attend.
Each Finalist will present a 3-5 minute response to the following topic:
“Focusing your life solely on making a buck shows a certain poverty of ambition. It asks too little of yourself. Because it's
only when you hitch your wagon to something larger than yourself that you realize your true potential.” Barack Obama
Discuss a situation in which you hitched your wagon to something larger and what you learned from doing that.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The finalists for the 2010 Wendell Phillips Award are:

Michael Hawley
Elizabeth Herman
David Mok
Daniel Wolf
Arun Yang
THE WENDELL PHILLIPS SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
The Wendell Phillips Memorial Scholarship is one of two prize scholarships (the other assigned to Harvard College) established in 1896 by the Wendell
Phillips Memorial Fund Association, in honor of Boston’s great preacher and orator. The award is given annually to the junior or senior who best
demonstrated both marked ability as a speaker and a high sense of public responsibility. Coordinated by the Committee on Student Life
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Does your essay impress from start to finish?
Learn how to make sure it begins AND ends…

Not with a Whimper, but with a

Race

Bang!

Social Justice 201 Workshop

Friday, March 5
3:00 - 6:00pm
Metcalf Hall Lounge

WOW your
audience with

INTRODUCTIONS

Optional dinner after workshop, 6 - 7pm

Interested in increasing the level and quality
of communication about race and ethnicity
among students, student leaders,
as well as with the administration?
Then plan on attending this workshop!
Facilitator: Amy Albert
Amy Albert is a Conciliation Specialist at the U.S. Department of
-Xstice CommXnity 5elations SerYice Zhere she meGiates conÀicts
between local governments, schools, police departments, and
communities regarding issues of race and ethnicity.
Social Justice t-shirts will be given to all
who attend the entire 3-hour workshop.
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Monday, March 1
6pm

Asian American Center
(Start House: 17 Latin Way)

6R5693QRZ5693WR-RH*ROLD2I¿FHRI&DPSXV/LIHMRVHSKJROLD#WXIWVHGX
E\:HGQHVGD\0DUFK

Sponsored by the Academic Resource Center and the AS&E Diversity Fund

Teach Explorations or Perspectives
in the Fall
Meredith Cronin and Logan Crane taught about
reality television.

Kyle Halle-Erby and Alex Kahn taught
about boxing movies.

Annie Lobel and Caitlin Payne and their class
studied song lyrics as the voice of youth.

Team up with a friend to lead a seminar for a group of first-year
students in Fall semester. Explorations leaders select their own
seminar subject while Perspectives leaders choose a subject within
the overall topic of the movies as art and industry.

Applications at www.excollege.tufts.edu.
APPLICATIONS DUE WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17
Experimental College * 95 Talbot Avenue * 617-627-3384 * excollege@tufts.edu
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EDITORIAL

Moving course evaluations online is the right move
It is standard procedure that, during
the last few classes of the semester,
students fill out handwritten course
evaluations, rating their experiences
with both the professor and the material covered. This process, however,
may change in as little as two years
as the Tufts Community Union (TCU)
Senate is currently working on plans
to put all course evaluations online. By
putting course evaluations online, the
Senate and the administration hope to
significantly decrease the turnaround
time between when evaluations are
filled out and when professors are
actually able to access them and take
comments and perspectives into
consideration for future classes. The
evaluations would still be mandatory,
with students’ grades potentially being
withheld for a week if they fail to fill
them out — a penalty that those working on the new system hope would be
enough of an incentive to encourage
all students to complete them.
The Daily supports the plans for the

new online evaluation system, as it will
make both professors’ and students’
lives simpler. By allowing professors
to access their evaluations immediately, instructors will be able to make
improvements to their methods or
materials long before the new semester begins; under the current system,
it can take as much as several months
before professors see their evaluations.
Students will also have more time to fill
out evaluations thoroughly, increasing
the accuracy and detail —and thus the
utility — of course evaluations.
In addition to moving the process
of filling out evaluations online, some
have proposed that the new system
allow students to view and consider
the evaluations while selecting their
courses. This aspect of the proposal,
while far from being decided upon,
is the most attractive and potentially
useful facet of the proposed change.
If this system were implemented,
students shopping for classes would
have an accurate assessment of the

workload and teaching quality in each
course. This is a much-needed service,
as there is currently no universitysponsored medium through which students can garner such information,
and other resources, such as Tufts.
jumboaccess.com (Tufts Reviews) and
Ratemyprofessors.com, are often unreliable and outdated.
The proposal is undoubtedly moving in the right direction, but if the
administration is going to invest time
and resources into putting evaluations
online, there is no reason to withhold
the information from students. While
the current evaluation system is purely
for the edification of professors and
university departments, making evaluations available to students would help
improve the quality of courses at Tufts
and open up a forum for students to
become actively involved in deciding
the content of future courses. We hope
that the university will ensure that the
new system is used to the fullest benefit of both professors and students.

Million Dollar Man” DiBiase, who
became a Christian minister and runs
his own wrestling promotion. Mickey
Rourke’s character in the movie is by
no means the rule when it comes to
retired wrestlers.
Concerning Canadian professional wrestler Chris Benoit, the scenario surrounding his and his family’s
deaths is certainly tragic. However,
simply labeling this as an instance
of “roid rage” is unfair and inaccurate. Police and toxicologists could
not make a link between steroids
and Benoit’s behavior. Perhaps more
telling were the tests conducted on
Benoit’s brain at the University of
West Virginia, which concluded that
it was so severely damaged that it
resembled the brain of an 85-yearold Alzheimer’s patient. Benoit was
also reported to have an advanced
form of dementia, closely resembling
the brains of four NFL players who
had sunk into depression and harmed
themselves or others. Before his death,
Benoit had several surgeries on his

neck, and was repeatedly told by doctors that he needed to stop using his
signature top-rope headbutt move, or
else he could risk permanently damaging his neck or head. He obviously
did not comply.
It would be foolhardy for me to say
that steroids were not a huge problem
in professional wrestling in years past.
They undoubtedly led to the deaths
of several wrestlers, be it from heart
attacks, suicide or otherwise. With that
being said, Chairman Vince McMahon
and the WWE have clearly seen the
error of their ways, as they’ve instituted a new Wellness Policy in order
to make sure the wrestlers are healthy
and free from drugs or performance
enhancers. There are always two sides
to every story, and Heck’s one-sided
telling of the already-beaten-to-death
saga was unfair to the WWE and professional wrestling as a whole.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,
This letter is in response to David
Heck’s Feb. 25 column “The tragically
ignored.” As a wrestling fan, I knew
about the death of Umaga this past
year (although I’m 22, not 13 as the
article suggests). Although tragic and
more than likely linked to steroids,
what Heck did not mention was that
Umaga had failed tests for the World
Wrestling Entertainment’s ( WWE)
Wellness Policy on two separate occasions, and refused to enter rehab on
his second failure in June 2009, which
led to his release from the company.
Heck later states that “‘The Wrestler’
(2008) was dead-on in its portrayal of
most professionals — at least the ones
not named ‘The Rock’ or ‘Stone Cold’
— and how their lives tend to deteriorate.” Such a gross generalization
is unfair to the majority of wrestlers
who live good lives after they retire
from the ring, like Jesse “The Body”
Ventura, who went on to become the
Governor of Minnesota, or Ted “The

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the editorialists, and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and editorials
of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

Sincerely,
Corey Pontes
Class of 2010

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.
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Turmoil when traveling: Top five reasons to avoid travel by plane
BY

RICKY EGGER

The Daily Barometer

Flying in the U.S. today has become quite the production.
From moving through security to landing at a desired destination, it is hardly ever a smooth process.
So many problems arise with every airline experience. I
have five reasons that frustrate me beyond belief in accordance with flying.
Most of the time, travel is for vacation, something that is
supposed to be relaxing. Going to the airport sure is a good
way to make everyone let down their hair. Not for comfort,
but to be searched for explosives. The security checkpoints
that have to be passed through when flying are quite ridiculous. This is reason number one why flying is frustrating.
How many times has there been a 93-year-old man with
a pacemaker or an 86-year-old woman in a wheelchair with
a prosthetic leg trying to commit an act of terrorism? Every
time I pass through security, I see security frisking people in
similar conditions.
Not to say that these potential terrorists should be overlooked, but if an elderly person needs a walker to move, he or
she probably has already been tortured enough while trying
to getting around.
Some of the inspectors we have in airports seem sketchier
than the old people being frisked. If I saw them on the street,
I don't know if I would trust them to watch my bike outside,
let alone protect an entire nation from a plane hijacking and
possible terrorist act.
Once the process of being paraded around like a show
dog through the security gate has ceased, the next step
in the wonderful flying adventure is to sit and wait in the
terminal. This is where reason two of why flying is horrible
occurs. Each terminal has a fair amount of seats, yet someone always manages to take more than their share. There is
always the guy who deems it necessary to take three seats to
sprawl out on for a pre-flight nap. Who in their right mind
sleeps before a flight, especially when they are going to have
nothing to do but stare at the tray table in front of them for
five hours? As I stand propped up on a pillar, I dream of running up and landing a flying knee into that guy's chest. After
he would violently awake, I would then ask if I could get him
anything, like a pillow or a beauty sleep shade to make him
more comfortable.
After waiting a while, the flight attendant calls out the section of the plane that passengers are allowed to board for.
This is usually a fast process, so kudos to the airlines on this
one. However, the third reason for a terrible time flying happens upon finding your assigned seat, so the bliss does not
last long. It is always worse than the original expected seat.
The bulkhead partitioning of coach class is a nice pick for
a flight, but it cannot be counted on. Chances are the airlines
will re-arrange the seating, re-assigning as many people as
possible next to the only lavatories on the plane. Most likely

OFF THE HILL | HARVARD UNIVERSITY

BY

RAVI N. MULANI

The Harvard Crimson

The European Union was initially hailed throughout the world as “the European miracle,” a triumph
for supranational organizations and international
unity. Banded together in a monetary and trade-based
union, the EU experienced rapidly rising living conditions and surprisingly harmonious relations. The
last few months have shown, however, that the EU’s
economic foundations were fundamentally flawed.
Monetary and fiscal policy are deeply related, so a
monetary union in which each subunit pursues its
own fiscal policy is destined to fail. The best and most
practical solution for the European Union is to pursue
deeper political and fiscal integration, because the
status quo is untenable.
In the EU, monetary policy is controlled by the
European Central Bank, and most of the member
countries have joined the “Eurozone,” the term for
the monetary area in which the Euro is used. Thus,
one central bank controls the supply of money for the
EU, and individual countries do not have control over
inflation targeting, interest rates, and other monetary
issues. Yet at the same time, each country is in control
of how much its central government spends and the
solvency of its financial system, so Germany independently controls its expenditures and tax receipts, and
Greece does the same.

MCT

it is a middle seat too, between two large, body-odor-reeking
gentlemen who like to snore. It would be appropriate for the
pilot to come over the intercom from the cockpit and make
an announcement about the newly located passengers.
"Passengers seated near the lavatories, although the flight
to San Francisco is only an hour and a half, it will now seem
like four hours and 20 minutes, but thank you for flying.
Enjoy the complimentary air that you are breathing on the
flight, because we no longer have peanuts."
At least in the past there were decent free snacks that could
distract one from a long and uncomfortable fight. Now, most
airlines offer a small pouch full of three pretzels and a shot
glass filled with water. That is why snacks on a plane, or lack
thereof, is number four for reasons flying is annoying. One of
the best parts of flying was the food and drinks they would
offer for free. Not anymore. Now it is a luxury that can be had
for a small fee of six dollars, which gets you a cracker and
block of cheese.
The fifth reason comes from the post-flight experience.
Baggage claim can cause a big calamity when there is no
baggage to claim. Somehow, luggage becomes lost between
departure and arrival. However, the airlines can have it delivered as soon as possible.
With new security regulations, it is near impossible to
carry anything onboard other than the animosity caused
by security. Depending on the situation, this can pose a big
problem. The contents of a suitcase are necessities when

traveling and are extremely hard to go without. Maybe the
suitcase holds a bridesmaid dress that is needed for the
night the plane arrived at the airport, and the bag has gone
missing. The female passenger would be in a bit of a debacle.
After waiting the in the mile-long line for lost luggage, the airline employees just shrug their shoulders and explain that it
will be delivered by FedEx in the next day sometime between
9 a.m. and 5 p.m., a very convenient time frame.
I have never flown first class, but find experienced travelers to not have many problems. As they sit in first class enjoying hot towels on their foreheads, the rest of us get slammed
in the plane like sardines. Airlines have to make a profit, but
maybe treating customers equally could help with revenues.
No first class passenger needs to have their butt wiped for
them when people in coach just want some toilet paper to
use in the first place.
If the five issues I have with flying were resolved, along
with being treated equally, the flying experience could go
back to something like it used to be: fun and enjoyable.
Flying should be something that can pump people up, not
irritate them. It is an industry that needs to be reevaluated
for what it should be, because many customers, including
myself, are not happy.
Until significant changes can be made to the service that
the airlines offer, try and enter the flying experience with a
positive mindset and a tranquil attitude, because frustration
is definitely in the horizon.

Fixing the Eurozone
Basic macroeconomics teaches that fiscal and monetary policy are related; therefore, governments and
central banks must sometimes be able to take wideranging action on both during crises. As George Soros
wrote in the Financial Times on Monday, Feb. 22,
“When the financial system is in danger of collapsing, the central bank can provide liquidity, but only a
Treasury can deal with problems of solvency.” Europe
is now experiencing an unfortunate situation where
member countries can create unsustainable deficits
or be home to failing financial systems and for this
reason place the entire economic system and currency
at risk. Greece’s current fiscal situation, in which the
government is struggling immensely to pay the bills
and teetering on the edge of financial collapse, is a
prime example of this, as a Greek default could create
a dangerous run on the Euro, which would negatively
affect all of Europe because of the united monetary
policy. And Spain, Portugal, Ireland and Italy unfortunately are not far behind when it comes to rapidly
approaching fiscal crises.
Now, richer member states are understandably
hesitant to bail out their flailing colleagues, hesitant at the idea of saving governments that clearly
acted as irresponsible economic stewards. Yet they
really do not have a choice in the short-term, as any
European national failure would absolutely devastate the continent as a whole. In addition, blame
does not lie entirely on some admittedly inept gov-

ernments. While it would be hard to find a country
that was managed with as little economic integrity as
Greece, all of Europe’s countries had access to easy
credit and were members of a very lightly regulated
financial system for the last decade. No Eurozone
country was complaining about the structure of the
economic system when Europe was thriving in the
earlier part of the decade, and therefore, everyone
now bears the responsibility to save the system and
change it going forward.
The major step the EU must take is to develop more
political and fiscal integration. The optimal economic
solution would be a fully integrated fiscal system in
which a central European government made decisions
in a structure similar to the U.S. Thus, monetary and
fiscal policy would be coordinated on the same scope,
and Europeans would not have to worry about a single
member state bringing down the entire economy, just
as no one worries about California’s fiscal problems
hurting the stability of the dollar. European countries, accustomed to full sovereignty, are used to full
independence, and therefore an intermediate step to
fiscal and political integration might be the creation
of a European Monetary Fund that follows a set of
fixed processes for assistance to struggling states. In
the long term, however, the only feasible solution that
will prevent such situations from occurring again is a
stronger political union that will coordinate economic
policies on a larger scale.

LET THE CAMPUS KNOW WHAT MATTERS TO YOU.
The Op-Ed section of the Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through
Thursday. Submissions are welcome from all members of the Tufts community. We accept opinion articles on any
aspect of campus life, as well as articles on national or international news. Opinion pieces should be between 600
and 1,200 words. Please send submissions, with a contact number, to oped@tuftsdaily.com. Feel free to e-mail us
with any questions.
OP-ED POLICY The Op-Ed
Op-ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed
Op-ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to appear in The Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later
than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed
Op-ed editors. The
opinions expressed in the Op-ed
Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.
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SUDOKU
Level: The Oscars going over the allotted broadcast time

LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
Friday’s Solution

Ben: “What the hell?! Why is Google in Dutch?”
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Housing
3 and 4 BR apts
(781) 863-0440 Rents starting at
$550/BR.
Clean modern Apartment next to
Tufts on quiet street.
New On-Site Laundry Facility with
New Washer & Dryer. Large modern kitchen with new refrigerator,
dishwashers, and 20 feet of oak
cabinets. Plenty of kitchen storage
space
Bathroom newly remodeled.

Housing
Hardwood floors resurfaced,
New Energy Efficient Windows,
New Heating System Front and
Back Porches, Garage Parking.
No Fees. Multiple units available
to accommodate larger groups
Call John (781) 863-0440 NCA.
Associates@gmail.com
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SPORTS

Housing

Services

6 Bedroom Apt
Large 6 bdrm/2 bath on Walker
St., across from Tufts football
field, newly updated, washer/
dryer, lots of off-street parking,
storage, porches, yard, subletting
O.K., $600/bdrm/month, available
June 1. Call Tom 617-413-5716 or
TomCDriscoll@comcast.net

McCarthy Self Storage
22 Harvard Street Medford, MA
02155.781-396-7724 Business
Hours Mon-Fri 8am to 5pm Sat
9am to 2:45pm Sun 10am to
2:45pm Space available to students close to Tufts Univ. 5x5x3

Services

Wanted

$30.00, 5x5x8 $48.00, 5x8x8
$66.00, 5x10x8 $71.00, 5x12x8
$81.00 Please call for more information

$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through California
Cryobank`s donor program.
Branch offices in Cambridge.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $10 per week with Tufts ID or $20 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

ECACs the last opportunity for
Jumbos to qualify for NCAAs
WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
continued from page 12

If we did what we normally would do at a
normal invitational you’ll probably end up
falling off the back.”
As a result of BU’s banked track, seconds
were added to each time to adjust to the
change from a flat track. The banked track
adjustment led to some Tufts runners falling
short of qualifying times.
The 4x400-meter relay team’s time of
3:59.16 was adjusted by 1.6 seconds, for
instance, which brought the unit’s time above
the four-minute qualifying barrier. The relay
team — made up of Ferri, junior Andrea
Caruth, sophomore Kayley Pettoruto, and
junior Kaylee Maykranz — came in ninth
place overall, and second for Div. III squads.
Caruth’s personal-record time of 58.58 in the
400-meter dash also had four-tenths of a
second added to it, which took her beyond
the 58.64 provisional time.
Tufts earned 10 points overall in the
team-scoring portion and finished fourth
among Div. III schools and 16th out of the
34 teams participating in the tournament.
The University of Connecticut dominated
the weekend and finished at the top with

202 points, which was 112 points ahead of
second-place Northeastern. Tufts’ finish this
weekend was slightly lower than its 11thplace finish at last year’s New England meet,
where the Jumbos tied Sacred Heart with a
score of 25 points.
“Having the extra competition of the [Div.
I] and [Div. II] schools also helped,” Wilfert
said. “I think it’s motivation for people who
just missed out to keep training so they’ll
have that chance to qualify. For those who
have qualified, it’s better than seeing them
posting a great time back in January and
then flat-lining.”
The meet marked the lead-up to the final
championships for the Jumbos before the
NCAA meet. Next weekend, the team will
compete at the ECAC Championships at
Smith College in an effort to qualify for the
NCAA Championships the following weekend (March 12-13) at DePauw University.
“Everyone is very focused on qualifying
for the NCAA Championships. It all leads to
that,” Jones said. “The meet this weekend
was good to see how much more we all have
to improve.”
Alex Prewitt contributed reporting to this
article.

2010 Winter
Olympics
Medal Count
Tallies final as of Feb. 28
Closing Ceremony

Country

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Total

1) United States

9

15

13

37

2) Germany

10

13

7

30

3) Canada

14

7

5

26

Faller narrowly misses scoring in 3,000-meter run at All-New Englands
MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
continued from page 12

settled in and had to keep focus …
Kirschner closed the deal for us. He
threw down a very solid time all by
himself. No one was near him, and
he was able to help us break that
record by six seconds.”
The Jumbos were placed in the
opposite heat from the eventual
winner UConn and thus raced their
final two legs out in front of the rest
of the field, cruising to victory with
no competition to push them.
“[If we had been in a heat with
UConn], the race would have gone
out faster,” Hale said. “I know Jason
would have been able to run a faster
time had there been someone to
push the pace early on. Marvel ran
a great leg regardless, but Kirschner

and I were both running all by ourselves, and it’s definitely easier to
run faster when there is at least just
one person pushing you along.”
The middle-distance crew had
another strong performer in senior
Matt Tirrell, who captured third in
the 1,000-meter run on Saturday.
He secured his spot in the finals
by running a time of 2:30.92 in
the preliminaries on Friday — the
ninth-best qualifying time out of
the 10 advancing. Tirrell returned
the next day to run a personalbest time of 2:29.90 in the finals to
claim third.
“[On Saturday] I went out pretty conservatively the first couple
laps, maybe a little bit slower than
I should have, actually,” Tirrell said.
“Then I made a move on the third

lap, which is something I never do.
I normally wait until the last lap.
Then coming in with two laps to
go, I was in third, and I tried to work
up to the guys in one and two. It
worked out pretty well. I was able
to hold off everybody, and I had a
pretty good kick.
“I had the exact same strategy
in both races, but I did better in
the second race, because I had better competition,” he continued. “I
ended up by myself in the front on
Friday, and I got chased down. But
in the second race, I was able to
chase people down … It was my first
time racing two days in a row, and I
didn’t think I was going to be able
to handle that but it worked out for
some reason.”
Freshman Gbola Ajayi set a per-

sonal record and placed seventh
in the triple jump, with a distance
of 45.25 yards, while classmate
Matt Rand also contributed to
Tufts’ scoring, finishing eighth in
the 5,000-meter run and crossing
the line in 14:52.70.
The Jumbos’ score of 17 points
coincided with their 17th-place
overall finish in the meet. UConn
dominated the scoring with 140
points, which more than doubled the score of second-place
New Hampshire.
Senior quad-captain Jared
Engelking advanced from preliminaries in the 55-meter hurdles to
the semis, in which he ran a 7.74second race to finish 10th, missing
qualifying for finals by one-hundredth of a second.

Tufts first winning
season since 200001 comes to end

Athletes of the Week
ANDREA CARUTH, WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
In the next-to-last meet before the NCAA Championships, Caruth turned in some of her
best performances of the year at this past weekend’s All-New England Championships.
Caruth, a junior, posted a time of 58.58 seconds in the 400-meter dash, a personal
record for the third-year. Yet, in running on the banked track of Boston University,
Caruth’s time was adjusted up by four-tenths of a second, bumping her showing past the
58.64-second provisional qualifying time necessary to race in the NCAAs in the upcoming
weeks.
Caruth also ran the second leg of the 4x400-meter relay squad, which turned in a ninthplace finish, 11 seconds behind first-place Connecticut. Caruth teamed up with senior
co-captain Andrea Ferri, sophomore Kayley Pettoruto and junior Kaylee Maykranz to post
a time of 3:59.16, though the final mark was adjusted by 1.6 seconds, which once again
caused Caruth to miss the NCAA qualifying time.
Caruth’s efforts helped the Jumbos tie for 16th place at the meet and will have her final
chance to qualify for NCAAs this weekend at the ECAC Championships.

HOCKEY
continued from page 12

“I can’t say I’m disappointed in the
season as a whole, but as a team, the
guys understood that winning a NESCAC
POUNCED OUT

DAILY FILE PHOTO

OWEN ROOD, MEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING

DAILY FILE PHOTO

Senior Jesse Faller also just missed
scoring for Tufts, placing ninth in
the 3,000-meter run. Faller was the
first Div. III athlete to finish in the
race, running a time of 8:29.06.
The Jumbos will compete at the
ECAC Championships next weekend, hosted by Smith College, in
their last chance to qualify for the
NCAA meet. Tufts, though, took
full advantage of the Open New
Englands to post some of the best
times of the year.
“Just about everyone that competed ran a PR [personal record]
or a season best, and that is what
makes Open New Englands such
an exciting and great meet,” Hale
said. “You have such great competition at the part of the season where
you’re peaking.”

On Saturday at this weekend’s NESCAC Championships, Rood, a sophomore, brought
home the Jumbos’ first conference title, swimming the anchor leg in the 200-yard medley
relay squad. In teaming up with junior Michael DelMoro, a news editor for the Daily, junior
Zed Debbaut and senior Patrick Kinsella, Rood helped Tufts post a NCAA”B” cut time of
1:32.28 in the final, which bested Amherst’s “A” unit by over two seconds.
But Rood was not done qualifying for the NCAA meet. The second-year also posted a
“B” cut time in the in the 200-yard freestyle, finishing in 1:41.77 to place third, in addition
to taking third in the 50-yard freestyle on Friday with a 20.85-second mark.
In Friday’s session, Rood swam the opening leg of the 200-yard freestyle relay, which
touched in with a “B” cut time in the preliminaries. His stellar weekend continued on
Sunday, when in the 100-yard freestyle finals he posted a “B” cut time, ultimately finishing
third in the event.

Saturday’s opening-round contest of the
NESCAC Tournament between the seventhseeded Jumbos and second-seeded and national
powerhouse Middlebury was markedly different
from the last time the two rivals met — a
season-opening slate on Nov. 20, 2009. The
Daily takes a look at the differences between
this weekend’s matchup and the last time the
two squads met.
Date
Nov. 20, 2009
Location
Tufts
Result
Tie, 3-3
Attendance
550
Scott Barchard Saves 43
Tufts shots on goal
36
Total 3rd-period goals 4

Feb. 27, 2010
Middlebury
Middlebury, 6-2
1,950
50
14
4

playoff game was our goal, and we didn’t
do that, so that’s disappointing,” Murphy
said. “[Since last season] our expectations
have risen, and we feel like we can take
that next step now and win a playoff game
and make it to the NESCAC finals.”

Sports
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ICE HOCKEY

Jumbos’ playoff hopes mauled by the Panthers
BY

EVAN COOPER

Daily Editorial Board

As Olympic hockey in
Vancouver took a break on
Saturday, the hockey team took
ICE HOCKEY
(12-10-3, 8-8-3 NESCAC)
Middlebury, Vt., Saturday
Tufts
Middlebury

1 0 1
2 1 3

— 2
— 6

to some Olympic-sized ice when
it visited Middlebury at Kenyon
Arena for the first round of the
NESCAC postseason tournament. Unfortunately for the
Jumbos, Tufts struggled to find its
Olympic spirit and fell 6-2 to the
No. 2-seeded Panthers, ending
its season and hopes for a longer
playoff run.
After its most successful regular season campaign to date
since joining the NESCAC in
2001, Tufts was hoping to reach
another milestone this weekend
with its first conference tournament victory. And with the 3-3 tie
they earned against the Panthers
in their season opener on Nov.
20, the Jumbos were confident
that they could handle the team
ranked as the No. 5 Div. III team
in the nation in the latest U.S.
College Hockey online poll.
And when junior Tom Derosa
came up with the puck after a
scramble in front of the Middlebury
net and put the Jumbos up 1-0
just 3:39 into the game, it looked
like that confidence might not
have been unfounded.
But the Panthers would not be
so easily tamed, and at 12:32 in

the first period, Middlebury freshman Mathieu Dubuc knotted the
score on a breakaway goal. Just
two minutes later, Jak Knelman
pulled Middlebury ahead 2-1 with
the assist going to Dubuc, who
finished the game with a hat trick
and one assist.
“That first goal was big for
us,” said junior tri-captain Dylan
Cooper, who picked up the assist
on Derosa’s tally. “But what happened was they wore us down.
They played a puck-pursuit game,
and we weren’t used to that. We
need to get used to playing a higher tempo game.”
With the score at 2-1 after the
first intermission, the Panthers
battered the Jumbos with shots
as they tried to break open the
game. Sophomore goaltender
Scott Barchard remained steady,
though, relinquishing just one
more goal in the middle frame
and made 17 saves to keep the
Jumbos in contention and down
just 3-1 going into the final stanza. He finished the game with 50
saves as Tufts was outshot 56-14.
Despite Barchard’s efforts, the
Panthers were able to pull away
with a barrage of shots in the third
period that led to three goals. The
Jumbos were able to score only
once more in the contest, and by
that time, it was too late.
“It was definitely a disappointing way to end the season,”
Cooper said. “We don’t feel like we
played as well as we could have.”
“They were better than us in
every aspect of the game,” coach
Brian Murphy added. “We needed
to play almost perfectly, and we
didn’t do that.”
It was in the final stanza that

things started to go wrong for
Tufts. At six minutes into the
period, Middlebury added two
more goals to its tally in a span of
just 42 seconds to take a 5-1 lead
and effectively put the game out
of reach.
“When [Middlebury] gets
momentum, they’re really hot
and they’re all over you and it’s
hard to counteract that,” Cooper
said. “You have to comeback
with a strong shift and we didn’t
do that.”
At 10:38, junior Conor Pieri
finally got the Jumbos back on
the board with his second goal
of the season, but it was too late
for Tufts. Soon after, Dubuc completed his hat trick to give the
Panthers back their four-goal
cushion at 6-2.
“We got beat soundly,” Murphy
said. “They were just the better
team from the top down and we
didn’t do what we needed to do
to win.”
Part of the problem for Tufts
came in an area where the team
has performed exceptionally well
all season: the penalty kill. Prior
to Saturday’s game, the Jumbos
had killed off 107 of 122 penalties — an impressive 87.7 percent
success rate. Against Middlebury,
however, they allowed two power-play goals on six opportunities, while they were unable to
convert on any of their three
man-advantage chances.
“We knew coming into it that
the special teams battle was going
to be a big factor,” Cooper said.
“And they won the special teams
battle and that’s maybe what the
determined the game.”
With the win, the Panthers

ALEX DENNETT/TUFTS DAILY

Sophomore Evan Story, pictured, fed junior Conor Pieri for Tufts’ second goal in Saturday’s opening-round matchup with Middlebury in the
NESCAC Tournament, but the Jumbos ultimately fell 6-2.
improved to 17-4-4 on the season
and advanced to the semifinals of
the NESCAC Tournament, where
they will face No. 5 seed Trinity,
which advanced in a 2-1 overtime thriller over No. 4 Amherst.
The Panthers are now one step
closer to their eighth conference
title and to extending their perfect streak of championship game
appearances, which dates back to
the birth of the NESCAC tournament in 2000.

The Jumbos, meanwhile,
end their season at 12-10-3 —
their first winning season since
2000-01.
see HOCKEY, page 11
With the Winter Olympics
over, which March sporting event are you most
looking forward to? Visit
tuftsdaily.com/sports to
vote in the weekly poll.

MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD

WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD

4x800 relay breaks Tufts
record at All-New Englands

Three NCAA marks highlight
weekend championship meet

BY

LAUREN FLAMENT

BY

ANNIE SLOAN

Daily Editorial Board

Contributing Writer

On an otherwise lackluster day for the Tufts
men’s track and field team, the 4x800-meter
relay team shattered a record that had held
steady for 25 years.

With the NCAA Championships just
two weeks away, the women’s track and
field team’s goal at this weekend’s All-

WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
All-New England Championships
at Boston, Mass., Friday-Saturday

MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
All-New England Championships
at Boston, Mass., Friday-Saturday
1. Connecticut
2. Rhode Island
3. New Hampshire
4. So. Conn. St.
5. American Int’l
17(t). Tufts

1. Connecticut
2. Northeastern
3. Rhode Island
4. New Hampshire
5. Providence
16(t). Tufts

140
69
60
58
47
17

This Saturday at the All-New England
Championships hosted by Boston University
(BU), where Tufts finished fifth among Div. III
schools and 17th overall, the Jumbos 4x800meter relay team of senior Jason Hanrahan,
freshmen Jeff Marvel and Dan Kirschner and
senior quad-captain Billy Hale broke the
quarter-century-old mark with a time of 7
minutes, 42.67 seconds — six seconds faster
than the previous record of 7:48.7 set in 1985.
The four Jumbo competitors had all participated in events the day before in the two-day
meet and ultimately finished second overall
behind Div. I UConn in the relay event.
“The first leg got out pretty slow, but Jason
was able to run a negative split and post a fast
time and set us up well,” Hale said. “When the
first leg gets off to a great start, it pumps up the
rest of the legs and gets us excited to run fast,
and Jason did a great job of doing that. Then
Marvel ran an amazing leg. He went out with

COURTESY GOJUMBOS.COM

Freshman Dan Kirschner was part of the
Jumbos’ 4x800-meter relay that broke a
25-year-old Tufts record on Saturday.
the two guys who were right in front of him,
and then absolutely demolished the last lap to
put us in the lead for good.
“I got the baton a few seconds ahead of
everybody else, and my focus was just to
keep the momentum going,” Hale continued. “I got out hard and then just kind of
see MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD, page 11

202
90
68
53
42
10

New England Championships at Boston
University (BU) was to qualify as many
athletes as possible for the national meet.
So far, the Jumbos are off to a good start.
Two members of the Tufts team came
into the meet holding NCAA qualifying marks: senior co-captain Andrea
Ferri and sophomore Nakeisha Jones.
While both Ferri and Jones boosted their
NCAA-qualifying marks with strong performances at BU, junior Amy Wilfert was
also able to join her teammates as an
NCAA qualifier with her performance in
the mile this weekend.
Ferri improved on her NCAA-qualifying
score by more than 100 points in the indoor
pentathlon, earning 3,128 points overall —
over 100 points better than her previous
best score earned at the Tufts Invitational
II on Feb. 5 — en route to a fifth-place finish. She placed second in both the shot put
(34-6 3/4) and the 800-meter run (2 min-

utes, 23.01 seconds) portions of the event
as well.
“I think we had a lot of really encouraging performances on our team, a lot of personal records,” Wilfert said. “I think overall
it was a good day for the relay teams and
the jumpers, so it was a great meet.”
Jones also garnered substantial success
at the meet, placing third in the triple jump
with a mark of 39-2 1/2 while only finishing behind two Div. I opponents. Jones’
previous high mark this season was 39-01
1/4, set at the Valentine Invitational at BU
on Feb. 12 and she continues to hold the
longest Div. III triple-jump in the nation.
“I’m happy to be back where I was last
semester in terms of measurements,” said
Jones, whose performance at this year’s
New England Championships was half a
foot better than her fourth place finish at
last year’s tournament. “I did want to win,
but I’ll leave that for the final championships, hopefully.”
Jones also competed in the pentathlon
this weekend and tied for third place in the
high jump portion with a leap of 5-1 1/4.
Wilfert placed ninth in the mile run
with a time of 4:58.55, easily under the
NCAA qualifying time of 5:05 and just onehundredth of a second shy of University of
Connecticut first-year Shauna McNiff for a
scoring spot.
“It’s different people,” said Wilfert of
competing against Div. I and Div. II runners. “A lot of the [Div. I] people go out
really fast because they train differently and
run differently. It’s a completely different
race because we’re used to running with
people who are the same pace. You do what
you have to do to stay in the competition.
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