
Saxuel  D .  C h i l c o t e ,  Jr. 

FROM: Pe te r  G .  Sparbey y8 
FE: "Smoke Detec tor  F i r e s a f e t y  Program" from Nat ional  f i r e  

P r o t e c t i o n  Associa t ion  

Attached f o r  your  prompt review a n d  approval  i s  the  Natiom+l F i r e  
Pro tec t ion  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  ( N F P A )  proposed "Smoke Deteccor F i r e sa f e ty  
Program. " 

T h e  proposal  r eques t s  immediate au tho r i za t i on  of 5 8 5 , 3 6 9  f o r  design of 
t h e  program (Phase I ) .  NfPA i s  prepared t o  b e g i n  May 1 and  will be 
f i n i s h e d  w i t h  t he  f i r s t  phase t o  allow f o r  eve lua t ion  2nd 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of P b ~ s e  11, the  week of October 1 0 .  

T h e  program's o b j e c t i v e  i s  t o  he lp  l o c a l  f i r e  departments organize 
t h e i r  c o m u n i t i t e s  to :  

o  i nc re?se  t h e  number of smoke detectors. To d o  2 m e a n i n g f u l  
job ,  smoke d e t e c t o r s  w i l l  have  t o  be placed i n  a good many low 
income homes. 

o i nc r ea se  pub l i c  axareness of t he  importance of proper smoke 
d e t e c t o r  rneintenance. A h i g h  percentage  of d e t e c t o r s  depend on 
b e t t e r i e s  w h i c h  must remaim i n  work ing  o rder .  

T h e  p rog ra s  will achieve these  o b j ~ e c t i v e s  by: 

1. br ing ing  toge ther  f i r e  f i g h t e r s  and o t h e r s  who have 
S U C C ~ S S ~ U ~ ~ ~  promoted smoke dletectors  i n  r e c e n t  y e r r s  w i t h  
v a r y i n g  success. I n  P h a s e  I of t h e  program, the  bes t  
s t r a t e g i e s  w o u l d  be  sec  forth i n  a mamuel. 

2 .  The  manuzl woulld t h e n  be t e s t e d  i n  two c i t i e s .  I n  each c i t y ,  
t h e  manual would be given t o  t he  t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r  'of t h e  
l o c a l  f i r e  department who would t h e n  (according t o  t h e  
manual)  o rcen ize  a s ?ee r ing  of persons 
from c i v i c ,  
r e l i g i o u s  and  o t h e r  
manual would then1 be c a r r i e d  o u t  a s  a Sroad,.community 
e f f o r t .  



3 .  once t h e  E e s t  i s  c o m p b e t ~ ,  t h e  menut? w o u l d  be r e f  l n e d  ant 
made r ~ a d y  for d l s t r i ~ u t i o c  t o  8C or more ocher c l r i e s .  
Phase  III w o u l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  OR rrz'nllnq loc;? f i r e  
d~epartments  ~ i t n  t h e  manual a n d  promotinp t h e  o v e r a l l  
e f  for:. 

Support o f  t h i s  proglram w i l l  D e  e major s x e s  toward a c k i e v i n c  our  ow- 
F Z ; ~ : Z ~ ~ ' S  OD jectives: 

1. To develop s t r o n g ,  p o s i t i v e  workimc r e l z t i o n r h i z s  w i t h  key  

T h i s  program would nave u s  workin? c lo se ly  and reglulerly with 
o f f i c i e l s  of t h e  N f P k ,  'rhle f i r e  f l g n i e r s  unlon, i he  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Associat ion of F i r e  C h l e z s  as well  cs many 
ind iv idua l  prominent f i r e f i g h t e r s .  

The only  major element of the f i r e  se rv ice  not  included here 
would Be t he  vo lun tee rs .  

I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  accepted t h a t  the  increase  i n  smoke d e t e c t o r s  
i n  the  1 9 7 0 ' s  r e su l t ed  i n  fewer f e t a l  f i r e s .  B u t  i t  is  a l s o  
recognized t h a t  lower income homes a re  l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o  have 
smoke d e t e c t o r s  and most l i k e l y  t o  s u f f e r  f i r e s  -- a 
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  is  d i r e c t l y  addressed by t h i s  program. 

There a r e  two additionah reesons which encourage our  
sponsorship  of t h ~ i s  e f f o r t :  (1) t h e  smoldering na tu r e  of e 
c i g a r e t t e - r e l a t e d  f i r e  p a r t i c u l z r l y  allows d e t e c t o r s  t o  
provide ample warnin5 and ( 2 )  we know t h a t  smokers a r e  e i g h t  
per  c e n t  l e s s  l i k e l y a  t o  have  r e s i d e n t i a l  smoke d e t e c t o r s  than 
a r e  non-smokers . 

I s t rong ly  recommend our  t imely acceptance of t h i s  proposal .  

5 c c :  Jack K e l l y  
Mike Kemigan  - 
u a m  K l o e p f e r ,  J r .  
F r e d  Panzer 
John Xupp 

Copies  o f  t h e  ~ r o p o s a l  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  th rough  P e t e r  S p a r b e r .  


