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Facirig a cnsis, 01 

phG Momis fired first 
A W e u r  md his bkck Lincoln Town Car 

idled beside the telecision omrim' satellite 
and mi-ve bucks, in front of the PWaac 
Philip Monis USA dgivene factory in Su th  
Richmond. Inside, the EverFresh omge  juice 
was on ice in a smoker-fri~dhr canfertnc~ 
mom, where two W g  'dmg-fans gave the 
air mnditioning a hand. 

Piulip Moms, which &s 46 puc& of the 
nation's dearenes. was rwvin~ Im a weeklorn 
blitz agaiait Resident Clinto& plan to rep: 
law c&amte sales and advertisiog. At a tele- 
vised news c o b f m c e  Thursda~,-he said the 
propcsed resttictions could '%ce our teen- 
agcm from addidvu and dependency!' -- 
0; T;&&Y. 51 horn behre Chron spoke. 

the t 0 b a ~  comD;urv be- its offensive&th a - - - -  . 
bald pubtidry sku<  fen Malo. the scnior 
vice pres~dmt of colporatc +, dew down 
from Philip Morris h e a d q v  m New York 
City, and was driven to tbe hbmond plant to 
show off an "WERAGE SALE PROHIBR- 
ED" legend the ampany added last week to 
one sid; of M K h a  Linhts he?. 

The letters are Ya of-= bch high. 
The mmpmy's other brands - including 

B e r n &  Hedges, Me& Piuhnmt and Ti- 
ginia Slims - are schemiled to add the warning 
by yeais end 
E M  I. Sweda, the a&w aUmey at the 

Tobacco Pccdusts Ldii7;ly Raj& at North- 
eastem Uaive* Scbml of Law, m h t o h  
+@gszeSd a g  as '--St 
and rathetic." 

'"fkec thousand kids a day rlart ~okhg,::  
he said "I d o u ~ t  this'U even make a 2.994. 

Ncve~e le sa .  PUq Morru o w  got the 
merge they w t e d  Phorogmphcrs at the 
R 1 b o n 6  news conference plled onta a golf 
eut oalnted like a mci of y€nts, Urn w c e  
ferrik ta a m a d e  due Aawred tobacco 
was being aushed, ro!Ied aod sliced into Marl- 
baro Lights at the rate of 10,000 a m u t e :  
That's 500 ~ s k s .  or 50 art01s -all pan of the ~.~ ~. 
pkn?s 60 rmllion-sky ogarettc durpur 

Sure enough, loel and actwork n e w  for rhe 
rest of the Geek showed video af limle Marl- - - ~ .  ~~ ~~ 

bora bares rip;& bv, uirh repeated &ng: of 
Xlerlo's defiant arctrnpuve 9cike oo Clmon's 

T'Y: tell you rhat we will do umver we 

hsre to do -and take w M m &  steps we ncfd 
to lake -to urotecr our intmst8," she sad . - 

Although hiro Richmond talk-show @UC- 
em said Philip Moms atKdals usually ignore 
their pleas for apeuances, now the company 
is reaching out. For station3 that couldn't come 
on Tuesday, Philip Morris offered three satel- 
litefeeds of souadbites Merlo hed taped the day 
More. Couriers disparched press kits to re- 
w e t s  who didn't show up. 

The public relations assault contiaued at 
nmn Thvtsday - 90 minutes Wore C h W n  
swke. 
' Philip M d  strmmoned 80 jomdisis to its 
Park Avenue beadnuam, where - as at the 

Clinton plan drew 
Philip Morris blitz 

7 BUTZ EROM PAGE BI 
Wnmmd briefing- mch seat had Tbc stake5 are huge. Hcalth 
an ashuay. p u p a  mainrain that few smokers 

~ b i ~  time, phxp M,,& and the pick up the habit after a 5  19. And 
bur o ~ c r ~ s ~ ~ 5 ,  cigvene mak. the FDA saidrhat if the new mles cut 

announ& a suit against tea-age malting in halt 1.000 to- 
~d md rn ~ e ~ t i ~ ~ ,  rs- bacc~rciatcd jobs would di-ppear 

cach yar; and the iadushy.yould 
serting the rrgulatiolu Lose $256 d o n  the ! i !stykand~s ' W e  no mispke: The real issue, mucir b jon  wei years. 
and the real agenda here, is pmhibi- 
hn." intoned Steve Pamsh, Merlo's 
counte@ at the parent hn,  Philip 
Moms COP. Inc. 

That afternoon. the company put 
our a %page, single-spaced state- 
m a t  about the complaint. 
Panish seemed to bc evq-whae 

, on the dial last wee!& In addition to 
~ m e o s  on all three network news- 
a u  Ihe night d C b t d s  an. 
nouncement. Parrish went one-on- . - . . . - , 
one kfh Tom Brokaw on Wednef- 
dav's 'XBC Nightly News," guested 
m- n m  nicht on PBS' 'Tne Mac- .. - ... 
~eit2ehrer-sewaour" and ~ p p p e d  
UD Friday mombiagtaith B w t  Gum. 
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DprmslbmtoMtn- 
Declaring nicotine tu be a drug. 

Clinton proposed FDA regulations 
that W d  ban agarerre vendingma. 
chines: require cigarme bums  to 
prove they ace at least 18; eliminate 
d p e t t e  brand names on T-shhzs 
and pym bags; and prevent the use of 
b d  names in sports spasol'6hiP5, 
Muding Winston Cup stocirm 
races and the Virginia Slims tennis 
series. ~ ..~-- 
b Richmond. 'be %fad- 

boro .Man woule be elrned horn Tne 
Diamond's outfield. 
So after vears of kusaation in to. 

baccwprou~ smalung op 
wnears W y  feel they have h o p  cd 
gemng z legup. 

Across town from Merlo's news 
conference, a coalition of hedth 
groups uas ? l o r n  smtegy it the 
Corinthian-clwnned V i r ~ i a  head- 
quarters oi the American Lung .Ass@ 
dation. 
Passing around Ihe new parks of 

Marlboro L~ghts.  t h e  actlvlsts 
5m&b 

"How has it changed?" ksked 
Bruce R N y h d  of Williamabw. an 
American Cancer Society volunteer. 
Nylandfook off his glasses, wuidted. 
tlipped the pack around, then msed : 
it bck. 

Robert G. SoUey, the luag ass*-, 
tiods Vufiapmgram dveccor, wd, 
"If smoldng among youths were not 
so tagic, this would bclltghable." . 

W e y  wa$ hdding'. .a, , .mge : 
.,,. . 

new- ad tbar henlds the Philip 
Moms "Anion &amst Acce~s" p 
gram with the slogan, "The best way 
to keep kids amy from dgareRes is 
to keep agarenes." 

The underage -p afe one 
step in the progam. An official wd 
Philip Moms later plans to announce 
wifh great hoopla the number of 
scores bat have joined the mmpa- 
ny's "Ask FiVlt's the Law" am- 
paign to prevent saics to m o n .  

Solley, the lung assaiation m c u -  
tive, rattled the ad ddctailm the 
plan's 10 pcints, including silppoff for 
restrictions on vending machines and 
youth access to clgarencs. 

'Just eix months ago, thc robacca 
indusuy ma hghting us twth and 
nail on these issues in the Vitgii.9 
General Assembly." he ad- 

h a w a ~ ~ r s a s  
David L. Bailey, a Richmofld lo! 

byist who has wbfked far me Amen- 
wl Lung Asmiadon, agreed "lf 
Philip Monis had suppornd Jome of 
these measures in drc pa4L thw 
would a h d y  be !aw." he said. 

Then Bailey quipped: '7 wish the 
legislature were in session right 
now. From what Philip Morris is sap 
ing. we could move all kinds of thiagr: 
through!' 

Merlo. the Philip Moms execu- 
ai.e, did not dispute the d m g e  of 
hgrt "1 don't thM it's insmcrive 
or helpful to talk h u t  what went 00 
before," b e  dd in a t e l e p h ~ e  in- 
tmriew on Friday. "The facr Is, we 
h v e  made a commitment to s u p *  
hose initiatives now." 1 

Merlo said the company was Wing 
to make hvo points: "We agree Mth 
President Clinton md OthefS that 
youa smoking IS an issue ~ h a t  a h ~ ' ~  
be ddmsed.  and we are -g, to 
be m of that solution. But we rhrnk 
&&way he has pmposcd ro solve 
the problem is vmw" 

~lthough m a t  d e s  abu t  the 
regularions included the 

ris message. the m m p y  had one 
self-iniiicted w e .  On Thursday - 
the day ot CIinton's speech - Philip 
Moms set up a bwth in Greensboro. 
N.C.. fatiring Madborn's "Gear up 
for Sununu" paidpkernalia as a lure 
for Blliag out a smoking survey. 

A 4-yw-old began playing with 
the Marltmm rnerchandisa the locd 
paper. the News & Record, snapped a 
photo and @splashed i t on the &on1 
m. 

Smoking opponents contend the 
indushy has a histori of denying 
problci~s, thw aanking up its pub. 
licity machine when bad news looms. 

In 1979. the day Wrr h e  U.S. 
s~~rpeon meal issued rhe famous 
rerrort citine "wuwhelmine ornuf' 
:Gt rmokmi causes lung G c e r ,  tnc 
Tobaccu Ir.stltu:e - w!ich lobb~es 
for the maior tobacco com~anies - 
,.el= a ne& co&nnce r; dsms  
the locumu.t a3 "more re3arn hzc 
research." 
In 1993, in an efort to head off 

smoking bans in remurants and 
malls, Philip Morris offered free 
signs featuring the curlicue symbol 
af its Aaommodation R o p a  - a 
a i d  that the businesses had ac- 
cckmodatinns for smokeZa and non- 
smokers. 

Matthew L. Myen, the counsel to 
fhc Coalition on Smoking OR Health, 
an anti-eiparette lpoup in Washing. 
ton, said Lhe underage labels are just 
rhc latest gambit. 

"Evcry study has shown rhar the 
side of the pacliage is rmd by very 
few ~ ~ l e . ' '  he said. 'lfhe sLe and 
p~ac&mt of the h e g  is a dear 
s i p  that Philip Moms' youth access 
gglpugs is a wbterhrge ilesigned to 
avoid government rrgulatio&" 

" W p  Mods k a master of public 
&lions," he added "Bur as long as 
the debatemdnues to focus on chil- 
dren, they're go i~g  B lose." . . 

2 
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a &n-ional &s have 
aeeusd mwm ampanics of 

.condudrig nicotine tesrs.dn 
youn@r$ ln-lke Rlchmond ;. 

: area. n you haR Information 
about sucn tesa(ple+ call 
me Richmond Times-Dlspaten 


