
Memonndnm in O ~ b i t i o n  to AB 2200: Tbe Tiresafe Cipa~ttc Act of 1998" 

Summary: AB 2200 would require the State Fa Manbal to develop and adopt cigarette fire 
safery perform ant^ nandards by July 1.1999. No indication is given as to bow the SrateFie 
Marshal could accomplish this hi@y t&cal and complex asipmf how the state would fad 
the massive research that ftdaal studies birve deramined is essential, or how the State dl make 
up the excise tax revenues it sm.3~ to losa 

Sir y#ur of faierally funded rcreprrh on the hue  of Yfirr-saft" eig~rew eonduded 
with a renort ibat ouationcd the efTstivam ofa dnarette firr d e t v  standard and - 
noted t i t  such &olationr mav do more harm than zoo& This ~hises$h concluded in 
1993 with a final report to the U.S. Congress horn the Consumer Produn Safety Commission 
(CPSC), aatcd "it is isdeu that such a a d a d  will effectively a d d m  the number of 
cigmtte-ignited Puu" e l jnd ings  reported to Con- by CPSC: 

The -dies have produced cnntliaing Wings on whaf chaugcs, ifm 
might make cim less likely to causefue?. 
. , 
The safety ben&, &&-, ofa ptaodard have not'bcea detenrhed 

Comprehmsive heahh r;tudies would bc umM, sincaUcven a small increase in 
t h e r i s k o f a n r d v e r s e ~ c & z t c o u l d d t i n a ~ ~ i n ~ a a d  
sonomic costs." These complex studies indude work which warjudged 
impraaical by CPSC because oftbe ~ s a  or length of time inwlved or for which 
adequate tw methodology was mrmkmt. 

- W h ~ ~ w o u l d ~ ~ t h a t m e e t s u c h s t a n ~ i s  
&wn;oqra lnenta (p io~hrvebemfcundtoproducc~~  
inawed I& of*," carkn monoxide and niduc. 

The devdopmmt of r rtlndard would b beyond the t&cal capabihy of 
autbrizsorfUnd 

* uld rtquire the State& 
Icur mifable approach lor 



ABt200 ovcrlwLf the fact that cardcu smoking fue deaths in California have dropped 
by 80% since 1985 us m l t  of proven fire s a f q  stntegjs, such o Cn(iiomia'r 
ground-breaking work on uphoktwd furniture standards, the wider use of smoke 
detectors, impmved fire safely education, and mattress fue mistance standards In 
fact, Califsmis fire deaths attnbated to canless smoldng have seen a greatw d d i e  (by = 
n w y  40%) sin- 1985 than fLc deaths of all other types somb'ied. In addition, carela 
smckiog firm now only make up 4% of all California fire$, ascording to the Cdihmia Fire 
InddPnt Reporting Srjtan Although wm a i g i e  5re death is om mady, BSC noted id 
its 1993 npon thar "not all smokiog fir= arc addrewbIcn by rcgvlatoty rneawcs. No state 
bw or regalation can change the facl that dgareaa are m c ~ t  to be lit. 

Claims that a %safev rjgYcttc mdard would prevent reat-wodd f i  have been 
rejected. InKemny v. PMipMonir, a cow ruled that tbe claim that fed& 
laboratory research on dgarencs eauld predia whether an actual k c  would ocau"d0es not 
&ve reawned sautbry.." Tbc Cansdisn b45ister ofNational H d t h  and Welfm alsa 
reported in April 1996 ?hat it has not bacll"ddami~cd whether a 'firasaft' u@r&te would 
conlaiiure to an o v d  improvement to the kealthofcaadian(." 

Sine CPSC noted that the comm& fcPribility of cigawh mating a % r e d e n  
srPnda~I, including the "CQmtb Estindion Test Method." b still till qudos ,  the 
likdy eKect of a California standard &that it would cxacerbsre the dmdy wvvc 
problem of c i g m  xmngplina and put nearly $900 miluon m annual state tobawo and 
ule tax rcveane at rWc In 1995* a spokesman for the W m i a  Board of Equdhtiot  
John Ledford, stated that "our bet ertimatc is that the anrmal impack [of cigar- rrrmg$ingl 
i som&e benvrm $50 million uui $125 minionlosr to the rtw" Sucb tax losscs 
nprw as m c b  a, 18% o P c J a c d r  tax-paid ales If the propod "frressfe* strndard 
l~tothcremovaloftbemordpopularbran&d~hmtbcCsl i fo~mPrLct ,  
Californiacanbtcxpestcdtobcovmmbyco~pdvd Thc~t~nomiccostoflod 
exc ire , fa lcqandndincom~d&ahrdivay ionofa~c  JeshmItw- 
abiding rua i l~~arwld  do tmiis d c h  to California 


