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THE CA JPUS TREES 

Accounts of the region in early days show 
that the hill that was to become a college campus 
was once covered with a growth of walnut trees, 
hence its name "Walnut Hill" in Colonial times. 
But the walnut trees were all cut down for fuel 
during the Revolutionary War, and thereafter the 
bill was only a bare bit of pasture well littered 
with boulders. 

Tree planting received attention aa soon as 
the college was opened, and concerning this early 
planting the TUFTS COLLEGIAN of December, 1874, 
states, "To Mr . Benjamin A. Hathaway, of the Class 
of 1858, belongs the honor of having planted the 
first tree upon the hill near the College. In 
the spring of 1855, he dug up a small elm in the 
low ground near the pond and set it out near the 
southeast corner of College Hall, where it has 
braved the storms of nearly twenty winters and 
grown to the proportions of a noble tree. 

"The next year Mr . Talbot, then acting as 
steward, began to i mprove the grounds by laying 
out walks and drives, and planting trees, which 
were generously given by friends of the college. 

11 ·1any ladies and gentlemen came and planted 
(5)trees with their own hands, while the faculty 

and students contributed the rows of elms which 
border the avenues to the south and east of 
College Rall ." 

( 2) 

Again, in the COLLEGIAN of May, 1876, "We 
are glad to notice that trees are being set out 
upon the northern and eastern sides of the Hill . 
These portions have always presented rather t 
barr~n appearance; and even a very moderate 
growth of trees will be a vast improvement. 

The earliest photographs of Pallou Hall 
show only snall trees nearby, which were set out 
after the building was finished. No tree of more 
than a few years growth appears. James Eastwood, 
'60, in his article in the TUFTONIAN of December 
20, 1880, wri tee, 11 A few trees had been set out 
near the college building, mostly east and south 
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of it, but, like the first appearance of hair 
upon the youthful chin, they were visible only 
upon close inspection; prophetic, however , of 
future gr8.ce and e;randure . 11 However, one who 
attended the formal opening of the college in 
July, 1855, mentions that, 11 We grouped ourselves 
under the shade of a large tree" . 

lr Augustus Barrington of North Becket, 
Maas . , presented the crllege with one hundred and 
four trees in 1862, and there were some from an­
other friend, all of which a note states, have 
been set out. 

The Reverend Henry Blanchard, 1 59, in an 
article in the TUFTS COLLEGE GRADUATE for October, 
1903, writes, 11 We planted our trees making the 
Fifty-Nine Avenue . It runs east from Goddard 
Chapel to ~iner Tall, but the hundreds visiting 
the hill know it not by name'' · This line of 
trees is shown in early photographs, but the con­
struction of Eaton Library, and its recent ex­
tension, required removal of so many of these 
trees that very few remain. 

Planting of Class Trees ~as a feature of 
some of the Class Day exercises in former years, 
and in certain cases a sealed box containing 
souvenirs of the class was buried with the roots . 
Such a box was buried At the foot of the class 
tree of the Class of 1 76 in the quadrangle near 
the Bowen Porch. 

In the enthusiasm for improving the campus, 
trees were set out in the quadrangle north of 
Ballou Hall before the grading was complete . As 
a result it was necessary to lower these later 
into the sterile subsoil where for a long time 
they were like plants in pots set in the glacial 
clay and made slow growth until sufficient new 
soil forned to allow the roots to spread out . 

In the early 1900s a number of pin oaks were 
set out in the easterly p3.rt of the campus, and, 
except for some damage by ice storms, are mostly 
in good condition . 

Not all the plantings have been attended with 
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success . Of a number of evergrees set out on 
the slope opposite Curtis Hall about 1930, but 
few survived. Likewise three attempts to place 
a trae on the scuth slope of the hill as a memor­
ial to Professor Fred D. Lambert failed, but a 
fourth seems to have succeeded . Too often lack 
of watering while the roots were becoming estab­
lished accounted for the loss of a tree. A plant­
ing of evergreen trees as a screen for the Oval 
has been particularly successful because they 
were carefully watered and fertilized. 

After the regrading of the slope east of 
Miner Hall, a row of Lombardy poplars was set out 
on both sides of the street between Boston Avenue 
and Professors Row. They served a purpose as 
quick growing trees, but in a few years had num­
erous offspring coming up in the adjacent lawns, 
and their roots began to dislocate the sidewalk. 
These have since been reroved and replaced by 
ruore suitable trees. 

Careful grooming of the grounds,with conse­
quent loss of nourishment for the trees, so affect­
ed them that while Dr. Cousens was President ex­
p9rt advice was sought and a program of feeding 
and trimming instituted which has resulted in 
a marked improvement. The great 1938 hurricane 
laid many of the largest trees low, but by prompt 
attention in resetting and bracing the greater 
part were saved. 

New trees have been set out around the park­
ing lot on the Rez and College Acres in keeping 
with the plan to make "the Hill a garden". 

A note, 1959: The last L~mbert tree went 
like the rest. 



(1) r,EDFOHD HISTGRIC,;1 R~GIST:'.<:F·,, Vol. XXXIX, p 29 . 

In the qrticle on 11 Walnut Tree Hill 11 by 
Richard B. Coolidge mention is mqde of the Hes­
sians qur-i.rt.ered 1ear f<oston w11ile waiting for 
transrortqtion b~ck to :urope . ~r . Coolidge 
writas . 11 Some of them were -.:oubtless :iuartered 
on 1fh..lnu t hi 11, qs tr ·4_Ji tion Sctys that they 
stripped the hill, until ~hen well covered by 
vn.lnut tr8es, to provide fuel for their c;::i_mp 
firea . 11 

(2) TUFTS CC:LL:.::G~ CrRADUATE, July, 1905 . 
"The Opening of Tufts College' 

11 The college w·~ s so crowded, we die. not 
~ttP,mpt ~n entr{nce, tut grouped ourselves under 
~he shade of~ lqrge tree, un~il ~he trun~et 
~ave the si~n~l for the procession to form for 
dinner, which w~s served in q l~rge tent on the 
p;rrnm:is . 11 

(3) TUFTS COLLEGIAN, Volume II, p 103 . 
Part of the address by TT . F . Eddy in the 

Class Day exercises . 

11 ClassmR.tes, we place at the foot of this 
tree, wher3 it will be affectionately encircled 
by its roots and fibres, a box . This box con­
tains the last Triennial and Catalogue, 11 Boston 
I1aily Globe 11 , 

11 Advertiser 11 , and 11 Journal 11 , copies 
of the oration, poem, proptecies , chronicles, 
and address of today, with a copy of the last 
11 Colle~L..1.n 11 • 

11 By a solemn vote of the class the last sur­
viving member, whoever he may be, shall, upon 
his ascert~inin~ the fact, either remove the con­
tents, or cause them to be removed to the college 
li br::iry . 11 

(-) hISTORY 0~ TUFTS COLL~GE, p 49 . 

11 Some gradine; had been done prior to the 
bui ldinp; of the Reservoir but the coi11pletion of 
the streets around it required still more, prin­
cipally ne1.r Wes+, Hall; and about 1869 - 1 70 some 
further ~rading w~s done between the present site 
of -+;he chapel and i.ir .. er Vall, so that t'lking all 



Caiupus Trees 2 

the work together, a l arge portion of the hi l l 
has b een lowered from 3 to 5 feet . A large num­
ber of tree P had been nl~nted before t hi s time , 
and when the gradi ng was done th ese had to be 
lowered wi th the land . · .any of the trees on the 
southern lawn wer planted by tha e qrl ier claasea V 

(5) HISTORIC LEAVF.S, January, 1907, Volume 8, f4 

"The Tufts College grounds, now so well adorn­
ed with trees, once presented a practically tree­
less hill. Early pictures of it show the lines 
of the s t one wall which d ivided the farms, and 
few or no trees. The l ast of the walnuts, which 
gp ve the n~me t o the hill originally, were cut 
down by the soldiers encamped on Winter Hill for 
their log huts and back-loge. Aaron B. Magoun 
gave to the college in its ~irs t year a tree f or 
ever y student f rom ris nursery on Winter Hill. 
Otis Curtis, one of the trustees, superintended 
the planting of most of the trees on the hill, 
and set out the row of willows on College Avenue 
towards Medford . Ladies of the Universalist so­
cieties in the vicinity of Boston used to have 
'planting bees' with a public celebration and the 
planting of trees f rom time to time. The row of 
elms set in front of the house of the f irst pres­
ident a re still st 2- nding , though the house has 
been moved away." 



THE 11 REZ 11 



VIL.? 
THE REZ ----

The Rez is gone, and generations of students 
yet to come will know it only as a tradition, but 
those whose privilege it was to stroll around the 
top of the embankment on warm evenings of spring 
and fall will treasure memories of tbose times . 

Built in the early 1860 1 s as part of the 
water system of Charlestown and the Mystic valley , 
it was a rectangular basin one-third of a mile in 
circumference and twenty-two feet deep; lined on 
bottom and sides to the water level with layers 
of brick laid in cement, and having three courses 
of granite blocks forming the upper part of the 
side walls. Below the granite blocks the sides 
were inclined, making the enclosed volume an in­
verted truncated pyramid . A central cross wall, 
invisible with water at normal level, divided the 
reservoir into two sections so that either might 
be emptied for cleaning or repairs while service 
was maintained from the other . 

Near the easterly corner stood a neat brick 
gate house containing the valves for controlling 
the intake and discharge of water; and from which 
radiated the large cast iron pipes, some by way 
of Capen Street to connect with the pumping sta­
tion at the western end of that stre~t, some 
through the college land to the square in front 
of Curtis Hall, and others by way of Packard Ave­
nue to Somerville. For many years the gate house 
was teadquarters for a watchman who tended the 
valves and had oversight over the whole property . 

For the first forty years, perhaps more, of 
its existance the Rez had no fence around the top, 
but there was a wooden fence around the entire 
plot in the beginning . However, several drown­
ings brought a demand for protection, and an iron 
fence, the same now in place around the Old Cam­
pus, was placed just outside the top course of 
gra.ni te . 

Just as the top of the embankment furnished 
the best lookout point in the region, so it ap­
pealed t o some as the best place for a victory 
bonfire in the last years of this form of celebra­
tion, and two or three spots of blistered fence 
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and rui ned concrete were the result of the final 
feeble attempts to preserve the former glory of 
a victory celebration no longer recognized as 
per1Hissible by civil or College authorities . 

The steep bank beyond Fletcher Hall was the 
scene of Sophomore-Freshman "scrambles" when this 
was offered as a substitute for the West Hall 
doorway as the goal in the flag rush . 

Children of the Row families tobogganed 
down the same slope in winter, and rolled down 
in the summer grass . 

"Leo" gathered the students around his little 
melodian on the east bank for springtime sings, 
and on pleasant Sunday afternoons the promenade 
around the top was enjoyed by many from the re­
gion roundabout . 

By college custom, freshmen were forbidden 
to appear on the Rez, but few were total strangers 
to it, and on one occasion in the early 19OO ' s 
quite stole a march on their traditional enemies 
in connection with the annual fla r, flying contest . 
The Tuesday night before the Thanksgiving Recess, 
,~en, if ever, class flags nrust be put up in order 
to meet the condition of being seen at Chapel 
time next morning, was stormy with snow aqua 7s. 
When daylight came, a raft was seen securely an­
chored in the center of the Rez, and proudly fly­
ing from a pole upright upon it was a freshman 
flag . 

Time was short in which to rerHOVe it before 
Chapel, and the water too cold for swimming . A 
boat.was brought up, but with plenty of freshmen 
around, it soon became unseaworthy . Then a rope 
was brought to be stretched from side to side as 
a sweep . That,too, failed to be of use in the 
presence of the freshmen until the chapel bell 
was heard, after which the sophomores might do 
their worst, and did, but by then the point was 
won . 

Spray from the Rez was sometimes driven as 
far as West Hall by strong westerly winds, and 
en such occasions the strolle~ ventured along the 
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eastern side at his peril. But the embankment 
was a welcome shield from the chilly blasts which 
now sweep unhindered through the quadrangle. 

The original purpose of the Rez was as a 
place for storage of water pumped from the Upper 
Mystic Lake. In tim3 this source was abandoned 
because of pollution, and the water was taken 
from the ~etropolitan System . Thereafter, from 
1914 to 1944, it was merely a reserve for emergen­
cy use, and wqs finally drained in 1944. For 
nearly two years it stood empty and neglected, a 
repository for the trash thrown in by children, 
and disfigured without and within by local forces 
of destruction. 

Some time after it becane the property of 
the College a breach w·is made in the wall beside 
the gate house and work was started reclaiming 
brick with which to build the new Bray Laboratory. 

The granite wall went for riprap on a sea­
wall at Hahant, no sale being found .for it because 
of the high cost of labor in laying sto1;e-1,,,ork. 

Then came the bulldozer, and gradually the 
upper part of the embankment was tumbled into the 
botton, together with whatever other filling 
material was available, until the hole was filled 
to campus level. Gravel and cinders "Jere spread 
at the eastern end and the area opened for park ing 
for \1·hicl, purpose it was used until the erection 
of CarLlichael Hall in 1953. 
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( 1) '.!:'UFTS su:UER ~JBWS, July 18, 1946 

"First steps in the r~zing of t~e Res . , 
f 9., ,i liar ;:edf orcl 1 '1n~1r.1ark, now cwned ty Tufts 
Colleie, were ta1.en tl is :ieeK when steam-shovels 
set to work tc excav~te '1 pqsslge fer the re~oval 
of tl:e brick wl icl~ for.,1s -t;l e reservoir wall . . ..• 

11 Tufts W-'ls a ver~, ycunc c.~ 11e~·e vrhen in 1861 
t::-i.e ;,:ass1.c't uset ts st·i te l~.::i s 1 T~ure ~ra.ntei per­
~i ssicn ~r tt3 citis~ of Chqrlestown, So~ervilla, 
1.nd Chelsea to expand tli'3ir w~ter SU!)ply by build­
inr: '1 reservoir r,n t! lnut Hill as r ~t of the 
;:ystic ''!· t·C?r ;·:ork, :--reject. Tl:e following ye 1.r 
t'·1e l'L1,:, ccnE,~Btin ~ of' ten qnd ..., hR.lf acre3 ~v:1.s 
purer. .,_sed :roru tLe est· te of Jcserh .. ar.nin . 

111"i th the G.yor O ~ Crarleatorm rlfficin.tin3 
'1t forn,al cerer1.o.1ies, construction began in the 
f1l~ of 1868, ~ni the entire system ~xtending 
frc11 the .i:ystic ~i ver to Charlestown ~::lS comrlet­
ed in 1864 •••••• 

"Al though +;he Cc)r.,r.iission ordered the Rez 
shut rf~ ~or water supply except in an e~ergency 
in 1914, the w·1 t eT •,, s not dr"li nee: off from the 
Rez ~ni left empty until t~e fqll of 1944 . 11 



The Rez. 

TRUSTEES' RECORD, February 12, 1866 

"Voted:- That the Trea~ur3r execute and de­
liver in the name of this Oorporation, a deed to 
the City of Charlestown, ite successors and as­
signs, of a rigbt of way and to lay out and main­
tain water pipes over and through a strip of land, 
one rod wide, on College Hill in Medford from 
said City's Reservcir on said Hill towards said 
City to the limits of the land of Sqid Corpora­
tion, as shown on a Plan and set forth in a Deed 
already prepared and dated February 12, 1866 
with the usual covenants of warranty." 
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THE COLLEGE PUMP 

The first water supply for the top of the 
Hill appears to have been the well beside Packard 
Hall . Whether this was a natural spring like 
several others elsewhere on the campus, or a well 
dug in a likely spot is not recorded . Neither is 
there a record of any other well although it is 
believed that there was one either in the basement 
of Ballou Hall or near by . 

A new pu~p was installed in 1888, which shows 
that the well had been long in use; and the ac­
count of the condition of the former pump, as giv­
en by the following quotation from the TUFTONIAN 
of January, 1878, indicates that its useful life 
was well towards the end, even at that date . 

"The demand for a gymnasium on the Hill 
is at last answered . To be sure, there is 
but one piece of apparatus, but that is ad­
mirably calculated to develop full vigor of 
body - and mind, too, in a certain direction 
The apartment is exceedingly well ventilated; 
and, what is particularly pleasant, the whole 
arrangement has cost nothing, but simply re­
moving the box from th~ college pump. Some 
say that only the plug has been taken out, 
but that is a delusion. For we have seen 
energy enough expended on that pump to force 
water to the top of =ount Washington, if it 
had even the shadow of a box, and yet the 
pump nose remained just as dry as a sick 
dog's . It is amusing to see an amateur take 
hold of that handle. He begins easy at first 
but he might become as dry as an Egyptian 
mumr.1y before he r:ot water in that way . Then 
he 'lays for it' and grows red in the face , 
and shows his canines; but still there seems 
about as much prospect of his success as 
there is in getting a vacuum in an open re­
ceiver . If he is not ~articular about 
breathing, he may 'fetch it'; but if he 
stops to perform that operation, rather 
necessarv to most of us, his invested energy 
is lost to him forever . We think there 
should be a medal committee to make awards 
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to that happy few who succeed in bring­
ing moisture to those parched lips. Ex­
perience makes us willing to contribute 
generously in this direction." 

The new pump was no fancy iron affair, or 
factory product of sawed tin~e£, but a stout old 
log pump, eight sided in the visible part, and 
having a cast-iron spout on which hung a dipper 
until public drinking cups were banned. 

The eight narrow sides may have been the in­
spiration for a repRinting in alternate red and 
white stripes carried out by members of -!;he fresh­
rr,an class at tb e time of the annual Flag Rush in 
1897. Action by the sophomores was prompt and a 
coat of brown anc blue quickly covered the fresh­
man colors, but before it had time to dry an at­
tempt Has made to restore the red and white. 
This called for disc ipline, which was applied by 
the sophomores, and once more the pump was painted 
with the brown and blue and a warning notice 
tacked on the pump: 

"Let every tr·itor hang his head 
Among good men and true; 

Whoever r1q_ubs with white and red 
The glorious brown and blue. 11 

A concrete walk around the well, and none­
too- tight wooden cover, doubtless rermitted some 
leakage of surface w1.ter, for, in 1889, the TUF­
TONIAN complains of, "water strongly flavored 
with tar". 

This same leakage eventually led to the aban­
donment of the well and substitution of the pres­
ent bubbler. About the year 1900, samples of the 
water were ~nalyzed for the benefit of a class in 
Sanitary Engineering, and evidence of pollution 
found. The reason was doubtless an application 
of dressing from the college barn applied to the 
adjacent lawn some time before. The pollution 
may h~ve been only temporary, and easily corrected, 
but the puLlp was removed and the bubbler took its 
place. 
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Water fron1 the well was always cold and re­
fre Ahing, so much so that a dr i nk of it was worth 
the trouble of going to the pump for it, even 
after water from the Reservoir was to be had in 
any dormitory . 

It was said that water for the bubbler would 
be run through a pipe coil submerged in the well 
and so cooled, but no such beneficial effect was 
noticeable. Those who had known the water from 
the pump had little use for the bubbler, but in 
a few years it was accepted by the newer genera­
tions of students who never knew the sweeter 
water beneath their feet . 
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THE COLLEGE PUMP 

Long years ago when Tufts w s young 
And home of stalwart men, 

They drank a purer drink by far 
Than will be seen again. 

For where the present bubbler is, 
With its oft tepid flow; 

A wooden pump stood in a well, 
To which they used to go . 

The pump, made from a sturdy log, 
Eight sided, hewed by hand; 

It showed no sign of knot or crack; 
For years 'twas due to stand . 

Its handle long and iron spout, 
Oft tried a student's mettle 

Ere he brought water gushing out 
To fill his cup or kettle. 

A cup of tin hung on the spout. 
How could one get a drink without? 

Till common cups by law were banned 
Leet they should scatter germs about . 

When Nineteen Hundred's year 2rrived 
And College dressed the nearby ground, 

In water scn1ples sent for test 
Some slight pollution th~n was found. 

"Pull up the pump", the ord.er came; 
"We cannot risk infection", 

And so the bubbler took its place, 
But gives less satisf ction. 

-q: _ B. R., '01 

• 
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THE COLLEGE WELL 

Tufts Weekly, Jan. 29 , '03 

On College Hill there may be seen 
A common spot unco1mnon green. 
'Twas here some worthy men of yore 
Decided they would make a bore. 
Although most bores are too distressing, 
This bore was re~lly quite refreshing, 
And of this bore 'twas also true 
You could pump it, 'twould not pump you. 
They were well drilled who drilled this well, 
Of which this verse essays to tell; 
Its source was springs too deep for seeing, 
Whence sprung the source of its well being. 
The students gathered from their quarters 
To test the virtue of the waters 
And oft repaired there on the sly 
rlhene 're their courses were too dry. 
(But though they thus improved the courses, 
They never watered there their~orses«) 
The Freshmen new to life in college 
Sought to allay their thirst for knowledge. 
The Sophomores showed son and daughter 
A human "windmill run by water" . 
The Juniors,as' they filled their glasses, 
Spoke proudly of the "upper classes". 
The Senior, too, hie palate wet, 
And strove to liquidate his debt. 
Here, too, upon these grassy slopes · 
The Freshmen (d~.mpened were their hopes) 
Showed the gay 11 Sophs", with strokes amazing, 
How they could swim and take their hazing. 
Amid the Sophies' jeer and scoff 
The Freshies swam their greenness off, 
And that is why there may be seen 
This common spot uncommon green . 
Ah, well~ one day, ah well a day 
The good old well was done away. 
The pump itself went up the spout 
As soon as it was taken out. 
They put a coyer on the well; 
It cannot be recovered, 
But memory holds dear the spot 
'Round which tr~dition hovered. 
Instead of the clear silver stream 
From which our thirst was sated, 
From gurgling things our draught is quaffed 
The water's nickel-plated . 
And soon no more there will be seen 
That common apoj; uncommon green. 



...,LE CCLLEGE PU.? 

~l) TUFTOlHA'J, Octcber 5, 1882. 

''Among the ir:1provenien+;s i:1· de on the ~ ill 
tr.iR sunmier Pre new Wr1.lks, - new ruup, and steaL. 
r~qt in +he College I uildini:-, . 11 
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THE COLLEGE BELLS 

Students in the first classes at Tufts College 
may have seen President _Ballou or one of the profes­
sors standing in the doorway of the College Building 
ringing a hand bell to call them to their tasks. a 
bell now preserved among_ ths treasured relics of 
those early days. There appears to be no record of 
an official bell ringer at that time. 

At a meeting of the Trustees on January 13, 
1857, it was reported that a bell had been purchased 
and placed on the roof of the College Building at a 
cost of $177.35. This bell was cast by G. H. Hol­
brook at East Medway, Mass. That it had a message 
for the students is evidenced by these words from 
"Brown and Blue":-

'"Arouse to your waiting task, too long 
Forgot', to one came the message strong; 
To another, 'Today still beckons to fame'. 
His listening neighbor heard Duty's name 
And went at the vrork; with eyes on the ground 
The plodder knew one day more in his round; 
But the brow of his fellow grew bright at the 

The chiming called him to 
Clang-clangt 

With mystical meaning the 

voice, 
toil of his choice. 
Clang-clang! 
loud bell rang." 

Thie bell was rung from the attic, which made 
necessary a tiresome climb many times a day for the 
bell ringer. Morning prayers were held at 6:45 and 
doubtless there was a "rising bell" somewhat earlier, 
in addition to th~ hourly class bells throughout the 
academic day. 

In time the labor of the lone; climb led to a · 
change, and the bell rope was extended through a 
hole in the ceiling to a point behind the door in 
Room 9 on the second floor, where the ringer was 
privileged to enter and perform his duty even though 
the class in the room had not been dismissed. 

Such a tempting location for the bel1 rope was 
too much to be resisted and occasionally unofficial 
ringing occurred . But this soon ceased to be enter­
taining and was dropped except as the bell was used 



(0) Medford Historical Register, July, 1914 

( 1) Tuftoniap, May 4, 1889 
"College Hill in 1863- 1 66" 

H. M. Knowlton, 1 67 

(2) Tuftonian, March 5, 1889. 

(3) Tuftonian, March 20, 1889. 

( 0 ) 
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to broadcast news of a Tufts victory. After import­
ant games on the Ova_l, if Tufte won, the score was 
carried to Ballou Hall by a swift runner, where 
freshmen waited ready to ring a hearty peal, and then 
count out the score by single blows. With the team 
away, the old bell's clangor was often the first an­
nouncement of success, the news having come to the 
Hill by telegraph. 

There was always a chance for some reliable 
student, willing to be tied to an exacting schedule, 
to earn a small stipend as bell ringer, until about 
1900 when ringing tbe bell was made part of the duty 
of the Ballou Hall janitor, an arrangement which 
still continues. 

A new and la~ger bell was presented to the 
College by the Olaes of 1898 on the tenth annversary 
of its graduation, and this was mounted in the tower 
of Goddard Chapel. The Medford Historical Register 
is authority for the statement that the former bell, 
which had served for over half a century, was sold 
to the founders of the new one. On page 61 of the 
same reference is found the following account of the 
presentation and dedication as taken from the Tufts 
College Graduate:-

"On June 11, 1908, the Class of '98 presented 
the College with a new bell, placing it in the lofty 
atone tower of Goddard Chapel ••••• At its installa­
tion elaborate services of dedication were held in 
the Chapel. 

"Professor Lewis grasped the dramatic possibili­
ties of a dedicatory service in which the bell it­
self should play a speaking part. 

"The program began with an invocation, and the 
class song was sung by Frank Lincoln Pierce, who 
sang it on the 1 98 Claes Day. The president of the 
class, John Albert Cousens, next presented the bell, 
which was accepted by President Hamilton. The ode 
was sung by Clara Ransom of '98, for Tufts was then 
co-educational. Passages from Schiller's 'Lay of 
the Bell' were then sung, and at the words 'She is 
moving, sways, sways', the first stroke of the bell 
was given by the college president. Then followed 
the 'Act of Dedication- To Prayer, to Mourning, to 

Work, to 



(4) Medford Historical Register, July, 1914 
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Jubilation, and as the Voice of Alma Mater." by the 
president. At each announcement there was a response 
by the choir and bell. During all the exercises the 
audience has been seated. It now arose and joined 
in singing a stanza of the college song, pausing be­
fore the final sentence, when the pealing of the 
bell was heard •••..•• 

"The composition of this bell is seventy-eight 
per cent Lake Superior copper and twenty-two per 
cent imported tin. It weighs 1011 lbs., is 116 
inches in circumference at the sound bow, and its 
medium tone is A. The inscription cast upon the 
bell is -

TUFTS COLLEGE 
Given in June, 1908 
By the Class of 1898 

Pax-et-Lux" 

The climax in college bells was the gift of 
the Bowen chimes in 1926. These were mounted in 
the chapel belfry after the tower had been repaired 
and greatly strengthened. Since that time, student 
chime ringers have been trained each year and pro­
grams of music given at regular intervals while col­
lege is in session, and on special occasions as on 
Class Day and Christmas Day. The 1 98 bell is the 
A bell in the chime, and the only one mounted for 
use as a class bell. 

• 



First Tufts College Bell 

.j"' I 
4-

Dimensions in inches. 

y 

.3 ., 

Tone G sharp in the eleventh tone above 
mid ,... le C. 



BELLS 

( 1) ,,EDFORD HISTORICAL R~GISTER, July, 1914 

(2) TUFTONIAil, ~ay 4, 1889 . 
College Hill in 1865 - 1 66 

"Cur great bugbear W3B rorning frayers, 
which were held dt a quarter before seven the 
year around, and absence from which w~s a breach 
of crlle~e discipline." 

(3) TUFT01IAN, ~arch 5, 1889. 

"For ~he sake of c~nvenience the bell-rope 
in College Pall has been continued down to the 
seccnd fleer . Forn.erly it was necesGary to as­
cend to the attic to rin~ the bell . " 

( 4-) TUFTONIA '1, .. arch 20, 1889 . 

"The college bell-rope now hangs in a 
tempt in~ r-osi tion for wiscl:ief-makers, and con­
se~uently is run~ three or four tiffies before 
sonie of the reci t·~ tions ." 

(5) ,-SDFORI FISTORICAL REGISTER, July, 1914 . 

-. 
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TUFTS COLLEGE POST-OFFICE --- .. - - - . - - -

Having a Post-Office of its own was always 
a matter of pride to Tufts College, although the 

(l)official designation was 11 College Hill 11 from the 
date of its establishment on March 6, 1863, until 
the name, together with that of the railroad sta­

(2)tion, was changed to "Tufts College" on the first 
of Aprilj J.890 . 

,s 

When first opened, the office was located in 
the r~ilroad station, but some years later, at a 
date of which tner 0 seems to be no record, it was 
moved to a small building erected by the College 
near the western end of the present Curtis Eall. 
Here it remained until the erection of Curtis Hall 
in 1894 wher1= a rooni had been provided for it . 
This was not the room now occupied, but nearer the 
center of the building. The change to the present 
quarters was made after the close of World War I. 

A tax list in a Trustee Report for 1882 gives 
the assessed valuation of the Post-Office building 
as ~200 . This little building, with lean-to 
addition on one side, acquired since 'it left Tufts 
College, now stands near the railroa bridge on 
Cedar Street, Somerville, where it has been used 
as~ club room. Until recently the outline of the 
old Post-Office sign could be seen over the door. 

Selection of the ~oetmaster in those early 
days was left to the President of the College, who 
often gave the pl~ce ~o some student working his 
way . Among these were Fred S. Pearson, '83, whose 
commission was held in his mother's name as he had 
not then reached the age of twenty-one; Julian C. 
dgerly, 1 88; David T. kontague, '89; and John 

Eills, '97. 

On January 1, 1900, the college Post-Office 
(3)became a third-class office with William F . Coffee, 

who had long been depot-master at the Tufts College 
railroad station,as roatmaster. 



:::'est-Office 2 

On June 30, 1907, canie another change by which 
the office became part of the Boston Postal Dis­
trict. With the building up of the surrounding 
t0rritory, the office serves a considerable com­
munity, and the College enjoys carrier service and 
other facilities of the larger offices, but it is 
no longer consulted in the appointment of its post­
masters, and has lost the neighborliness which 
prevailed in the days when there was always a 
gathering of Hill folks around the door at mail 
time. 

Any account of the Tufts College Poet-Office 
would be incomplete without mention of Carrier Ole 
Mortensen, wro was with the office for many gen­
erations of students, knew and had a cheery greeting 
for all, and whose thoughtfulness, efficiency, and 
devoticn to service endeared him to everyone. Cle 
retired in 1950 as the result of injuries sustained 
in a fall. 



~UFTS C1 LLEG~ PCST c~~ICE 

(1) . ~D~o~n HISTO~ICAL REG!STER, April, 1913, p . 37 . 

"The poet-office w~s established ~t Col l ege 
Hi 11, i.arch 6, 1863, and was for many years loca t ­
cd in the railroad st~t i on . The office was prac­
tically under the jurisdiction of Tufts College, 
and the appointments of postmasters Nere made 
upon the racoh~endations of its presidents and 
for tte most part were given to studenta who were 
working their way throu~h collere . 

"John A• 7.'hitney WdS the first postmaster 
:1.nd served unti 1 June 1, 1871 when he w·1s succeed­
ed by Benjamin T. White . .. r . White was succeeded 
by Fred Stark Pearsnn, Sent ember 23, 1881 . ( 1iote­
Eis 1nother, ,:rs . ~Iannah A. Pearson, held the com-
r iiss ion from +he Dep1.rtment '3.S ,.r . Pearse n :rad 
no~ ,ltt-i..ified his majori t y.at this tiine . ) ....... 

"r . Pears n was followed by Julian C. 
Edgerly .•....• L . O. Maxon was postrnaster follow­
ine _r . ~d~erly, and he was followed by David T. 
dontB.gue . ~r . . ,ontaisue was succeeded by John 
Eills, vho served until Jan 1, 1900, when the 
office beccune 8. third-class office . 

nr:i l liarn H. Cof £ee, a t·-1 tion agent at Tufts 
College r1.ilroad station, was appointed postmaster 
by President ~cKinley, January . , 1900, and. con­
tinued until June 30, 1907, when the office was 
coneolid~ted with oston ~nd he was appointed 
Superintendent of the ~uft~ College Br~nch . 

"The post-office w1s continued in the r~il­
road station up to. r . r.:ills ' term, when it was 
removed to a college building near the present 
location . Vv'hen .'r . Coffee as,3umed ch"lrge, the 
office w~ 0 moved to its pre~ent quarters . The 
n~ine ,;1.s ch1,,n?er: f,-,on Colle,:i;e Hill to Tufts 
College about 18S5 . " 

:ote- "'re old station w1..s abandoned :'1 1897 
when the new ·,~s bui 1 t, but some time previous 
ind before Curtis µall was built in 1894, the 
rost office w1.s in q amall wooden building near 
the railroad bridge . 
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EARLY FACULTY HOMES 

MARSHALL AND TWEED HOUSES 

The first sale of college land for faculty 
homes was to Professors Marshall and Tweed, who, 
in 1857, purchased one-half acre lots on Profes­
sors Row and the following year built the houses 
now numbered 48 and 72. 

Professor Marshall's house was similar to 
that of President Ballou, but had a piazza across 
the eastern end. This house retained its original 
form until purchased by Dr. Lees. McCollester 
when he came to the college as Dean of Crane Theo­
logical School. Dr. McCollester made extensive 
alterations, including a considerable addition on 
the eastern end. 

After the death of Dr. McCollester the house 
was taken by the College as a residence for Vice­
President Georges. Miller, .~he ~Fese~t ooo~paet. 

Professor Tweed's house is that now occupied 
as a residence by the Dean of Jackson College, and 
externally is practically unchanged from the form 
in which it was built in 1858. 



PROVOST'S HOUSE 

48 Professors Row 

This is one of the oldest houses on the campus, having been one of the first 
two sales to private individuals of college property (in 1857). 

John P. Marshall (1823-1901) had the house built in 1857-1858 and lived in 
it until his death. ~arshall, who was on the original faculty, taught all the 
science courses, and served as Acting President after the death of Hosea Ballou 2d 
in 1861. 

Various faculty members lived in the house between 1901 and 1912, until it 
was bought by Lee c. McCollester, Dean of the Crane Theological School, who occu­
pied it until his death in 1941. Originally there was a piazza across the east­
ern end. '~cCollester remodelled the house extensively and enlarged it, including 
the addition of a large living room where the piazza was originally located. 

Tufts acquired the property in 1941 and beginning then, it has been occupied 
by members of the administration except for a brief period in 1980-81, when it 
was the temporary headquarters of the Counseling Center. The occupants have been: 

1941-1951, Dean George S. Miller 

1951-1954, Vice-President Nils Y. Wessell, until his appointment a 
President. 

1955-1959, Vice-President John P. Tilton (the first Provost; the house 
has thereafter been referred to as the Provost's House, at 
which the cannon next to Ballou Hall was pointed when it was 
originally installed). 

1959-1968, Leonard C. Mead, Provost 

1968-1973, Albert Ullman, Provost 

1973-1980, Kathryn McCarthy, Provost 

-



"Provost's House" 

(originally the Marshall House) 48 Professors 

. 
\ 

/ 

Shortly after construction 
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