
Mahmood Mamdani, "South Sudan: The Road to
Civil War"
Tufts Mellon Sawyer Seminar on Comparative Global Humanities, 21 September 2016

by Chris Strauber 3 hours ago

CHRIS STRAUBER @CSTRAUBER · 7 DAYS

AGO

Preparing for Mahmoud Mamdani's talk, part of Tufts' Sawyer Seminar in Comparative Global

Humanities. #chatmamdani pic.twitter.com/glfaoTWT75

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

An assortment of books on South Sudan, Rwanda, culture, and the war on terror. Most held by
Tufts. tufts.worldcat.org/search?q=mahmo… #chatmamdani
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Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani @TuftsUniversity

Roxanne Krystalli
@rkrystalli

7 DAYS

AGO

Mamdani lecture is about to begin @FletcherSchool as part of the Global Humanities series.
Follow along at #CHATMamdani.

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Dean Glaser welcomes the seminar with a call for a global, rather than a parochial outlook.
#chatmamdani

Ameya Naik
@Kianayema

7 DAYS

AGO

Today @FletcherSchool: thrilled to be back for Prof. Mahmood Mamdani's lecture on the road to
civil war in #SouthSudan. #CHATMamdani

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Professor Lowe introduces the seminar as a way of seeing humanities issues of globalization,
colonialism, culture, globally. #chatmamdani

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Mamdani's bio at Columbia. columbia.edu/cu/mesaas/facu… #chatmamdani

https://storify.com/cstrauber/sawyer-seminar-on-global-humanities
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Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

All the books just mentioned are part of the collection at Tufts linked earlier in my timeline.
#chatmamdani

Nemmani Sreedhar
@sree_nemmani

7 DAYS

AGO

My first rendezvous with Prof. Mahmoud Mamdani on #SouthSudan. Way to go @FletcherSchool
#Fall2016 #CHATMamdani

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Professor Mamdani opens with a description of graduation at the Fletcher School in 1969,
involving Paul Nitze and handcuffs. #chatmamdani

Roxanne Krystalli
@rkrystalli

7 DAYS

AGO

Fun fact: Mamdani is a @FletcherSchool graduate of the class of 1969. #CHATMamdani

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

Storytelling involving a priest not a priest, a war criminal disavowing crimes, handcuffs, & a thrown
away �. Let's begin. #CHATMamdani:
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Ameya Naik
@Kianayema

7 DAYS

AGO

Prof. Mamdani @FletcherSchool: I had written a dissenting note to the AU Commission of Inquiry
Report on South Sudan. #CHATMamdani

Roxanne Krystalli
@rkrystalli

7 DAYS

AGO

Mamdani dissents to idea that violence in South Sudan is criminal; argues that it is political.
#CHATMamdani

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

"The motive was political...to separate society between us and them." #definitions
#CHATMamdani

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Mamdani cites his dissent on the African Union's report on South Sudan.
peaceau.org/uploads/auciss… #chatmamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani Mahmood Mamdani is speaking at the Tufts Mellon Sawyer Seminar! Talk title:
"South Sudan: The Road to Civil War"

https://storify.com/cstrauber/sawyer-seminar-on-global-humanities
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Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Main African Union commission report on South Sudan. peaceau.org/en/article/fin…
#chatmamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani on the march of the "white army" en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuer_Whit…

Solomon Dersso,

PhD
@SolomonADersso

7 DAYS

AGO

@FletcherSchool attending Mamdani's lecture #CHATMamdani on #SouthSudan on his argument
that the crisis was political rather than criminal

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani In South Sudan, a false alternative is often asserted between violence as internal
(tribalism) versus external (colonialism).

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Mamdani cites Evans-Pritchard as a colonialist view of the Nuer. A series of works at Tufts.
tufts.worldcat.org/search?qt=wc_o… #chatmamdani
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Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

Evans-Pritchard: "Each Nuer as good as his #neighbor...a deeply democratic society." #keyword?
#CHATMamdani

Roxanne Krystalli
@rkrystalli

7 DAYS

AGO

Narratives that Nuer were "naturally aggressive" we're advanced by British anthropologists. What
these miss: colonialism. #CHATMamdani

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

#Tribalism: Politicization of Ethnicity along the model of the Nation. #definitions #CHATMamdani

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Mamdani describes common interests and efforts between Dinka and Nuer, despite British efforts
to divide and rule. #chatmamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani British control politicized ethnicity: strict ethnic divides, equated with
homeland+authority. Colonialism creates 'tribalism'

https://storify.com/cstrauber/sawyer-seminar-on-global-humanities
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Solomon Dersso,

PhD
@SolomonADersso

7 DAYS

AGO

Here was my commentary on #AUCommissionofInquiry on #SouthSudan @FletcherSchool
#CHATMamdani internationallawobserver.eu/2015/11/05/rea…

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

1991 2013 #CHATMamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani John Garang (SPLA) failure to build system to filter and manage internal conflict
in Sudan.

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

Pragmatic Reconciliation: on-the-ground negotiations among #neighbor communities #keywords
#CHATMamdani

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

3 problems 1. Spatial 2. Structural--> shows limits of religious category 3. Political--> shows limits
of individual justice #CHATMamdani

https://storify.com/cstrauber/sawyer-seminar-on-global-humanities
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Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani Wunlit reconciliation of Dinka-Nuer after 1991. Limits included colonial legacy of
ethnic/sectarian divide, couldnt avert 2013.

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

SPLA = Sudan People's Liberation Army. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudan_Peo… #chatmamdani

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

"Uncountable Brigadier Generals" #CHATMamdani

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

SSDF = South Sudanese Defense Force a "generals' army" en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Sud…
#chatmamdani

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

Organizing militias: "It was like dealing w NGOs" #CHATMamdani

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Describes managing the assortment of militias during the second civil war as being like dealing
with NGOs. #chatmamdani

https://storify.com/cstrauber/sawyer-seminar-on-global-humanities
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Roxanne Krystalli
@rkrystalli

7 DAYS

AGO

Mamdani: you cannot demobilize militias that are still armed. "When DDR money runs out, they are
back to the bush." #CHATMamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani Thesis: genesis of crisis did not lay in society, but in the proto-state (btwn the
SPLA and the Troika of foreign influence)

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

"As with fish, South Sudan rotted from the head down". #chatmamdani

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

"The Proto-State" Key Explanatory Category #CHATMamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani South Sudan is the product of War on Terror. 9/11 let to deeper US involvement,
and Sudanese susceptibility to US. CPA in 2005

Solomon Dersso,

PhD
@SolomonADersso

7 DAYS

AGO

As fish, #SouthSudan rotten from head down #CHATMamdani @FletcherSchool

https://storify.com/cstrauber/sawyer-seminar-on-global-humanities
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Roxanne Krystalli
@rkrystalli

7 DAYS

AGO

"More than any other state, South Sudan was the child of the war on terror." #CHATMamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani The foreign Troika at work in Sudan: Norway, US, UK

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Talks on peace excluded the opposition in both north and south, making them illegitimate.
#chatmamdani

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

Only those w the right to wage war have capacity to declare peace. #keywords
#SovereigntyStruggles #CHATMamdani

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Mamdani observes that a 99.7% independence vote would have been suspect anywhere else.
#chatmamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani - West's explanation: Tribalism, Africans 'predisposed' to learn arts of war, but
genetically resistant to learn arts of peace

https://storify.com/cstrauber/sawyer-seminar-on-global-humanities

https://twitter.com/rkrystalli
https://twitter.com/rkrystalli
https://twitter.com/rkrystalli
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23CHATMamdani
https://twitter.com
https://twitter.com/rkrystalli/status/778699215044083713
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23CHATMamdani
https://twitter.com
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra/status/778699258597822464
https://twitter.com/cstrauber
https://twitter.com/cstrauber
https://twitter.com/cstrauber
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23chatmamdani
https://twitter.com
https://twitter.com/cstrauber/status/778699530506076164
https://twitter.com/schwartz_ana
https://twitter.com/schwartz_ana
https://twitter.com/schwartz_ana
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23keywords
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23SovereigntyStruggles
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23CHATMamdani
https://twitter.com
https://twitter.com/schwartz_ana/status/778699577033494528
https://twitter.com/cstrauber
https://twitter.com/cstrauber
https://twitter.com/cstrauber
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23chatmamdani
https://twitter.com
https://twitter.com/cstrauber/status/778700085748129792
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23CHATMamdani
https://twitter.com
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra/status/778700258016567296


Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

South Sudan Independence vote 2011. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Sud… #chatmamdani (error in
previous tweet on numbers mine)

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani CPA 2005 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comprehen…

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani Hilde Johnson,Special Representative of the UN Secretary General in South
Sudan, commanded 7000 stafr, like a colonial governor

Roxanne Krystalli
@rkrystalli

7 DAYS

AGO

Mamdani asks: Is criminal accountability equivalent to rule of law? (My question - in whose eyes?).
#CHATMamdani

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

UN resources on cooperation with the African Union. un.org/undpa/en/afric… #chatmamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani 1991 Bor Massacre of Dinka. 1991 was not resolved, it was deferred. Resulting
ongoing violence is argument against impunity.
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Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

1991: "The wound is still there, in the hearts of many." #affect and collective trauma
#CHATMamdani

Roxanne Krystalli
@rkrystalli

7 DAYS

AGO

And what about the international actors who are implicated in violence? How do we hold them
accountable? -Mamdani #CHATMamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani Why Troika not held responsible for violence in South Sudan. Some powers too
big to be held responsible? Rule of the Strong.

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Mamdani: Rule of law requires equality under the law. Without that, it is rule of the strong.
#chatmamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani Culture of Impunity instilled by the Troika. Troika did not insist on Rule of Law, but
Rule of the Strong.
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Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Wikipedia discussion of civilian massacres in Sudan in 2013, citing solid sources.
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Sud… #chatmamdani

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

#SovereigntyStruggles, evident again, in the impossibility of charging a sitting head of state.
#CHATMamdani

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

#Context: Acknowledging a host of causal factors #definitions #CHATMamdani

Roxanne Krystalli
@rkrystalli

7 DAYS

AGO

Mamdani argues persuasively against the individualization of political violence. Requires more than
individual perpetrators. #CHATMamdani

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Criminal justice is not necessarily right for every case. Mamdani sees political violence as requiring
other options. #chatmamdani
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Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

(Curious alignment: it is a #neoliberal disposition to single out a unified cause for explaining
events.) #keywords #CHATMamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#ChatMamdani Neo-liberal internationalism: economics(structural adjustment), politics (regular
elections),justice (criminal accountability)

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#Chatmamdani Neo-liberal trap: individualization of all social problems, bleeding out of context,
compulsive search for equivalence

Roxanne Krystalli
@rkrystalli

7 DAYS

AGO

Mamdani lecture wrapping up. My thought, with application to Colombia as well: criminal activity,
too, can be political. #CHATMamdani

Ameya Naik
@Kianayema

7 DAYS

AGO

As an Indian-trained lawyer, I hear again the dangers of conflating niti (procedural justice) & nyaya
(substantive justice). #CHATMamdani
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Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

Indirect Rule Colonialism, and the Logic of Tribalism. #CHATMamdani

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

Tribalism: system of differentiation among the ruled #definitions #CHATMamdani

Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

@Kianayema Is it the same distinction Mamdani is making? #chatmamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#Chatmamdani Neo-liberalism is just one logic for an international order. There are other logics,
other visions. We need those visions.

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

The Historical Imagination that exceeds the two seemingly totalizing political categories, State,
Colony. @kmanjapra #Chatmamdani

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#Chatmamdani Colonial logics were 1st racialist, but then after the crisis of the 1850s, they
became 'second order', and moved to tribalism
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Ameya Naik
@Kianayema

7 DAYS

AGO

Today's gem, from Prof. Mamdani: "law, if it does not mediate between power & society, is
worthless." #CHATMamdani

Ana Schwartz
@schwartz_ana

7 DAYS

AGO

!!!: you, listener across the room, close-reading #CHATMamdani's anecdote. #letstalk?
#SovereigntyStruggles

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#Chatmamdani US foreign policy supports foreign conflict resolution through armed conflict, almost
exclusively. Africa is caught in this.

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#Chatmamdani The South Africa model of conflict resolution is unique: enfranchise adversaries,
not disenfranchise them. An important model.

Kris Manjapra
@kmanjapra

7 DAYS

AGO

#Chatmamdani What does #decolonization mean: imagining outside and beyond colonial logics
and colonial categories TODAY

https://storify.com/cstrauber/sawyer-seminar-on-global-humanities

https://twitter.com/Kianayema
https://twitter.com/Kianayema
https://twitter.com/Kianayema
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23CHATMamdani
https://twitter.com
https://twitter.com/Kianayema/status/778710310479736832
https://twitter.com/schwartz_ana
https://twitter.com/schwartz_ana
https://twitter.com/schwartz_ana
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23CHATMamdani
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23letstalk
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23SovereigntyStruggles
https://twitter.com
https://twitter.com/schwartz_ana/status/778711040578101249
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23Chatmamdani
https://twitter.com
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra/status/778711781950656512
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23Chatmamdani
https://twitter.com
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra/status/778712060444102656
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23Chatmamdani
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23decolonization
https://twitter.com
https://twitter.com/kmanjapra/status/778712290581356544


Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

7 DAYS

AGO

Next up in the seminar is Françoise Lionnet on "Migrations, Islands, and the Creative Economy",
10/13. #chatmamdani as.tufts.edu/comparativeglo…

AMEYA NAIK @KIANAYEMA · 7 DAYS

AGO

Prof. Mamdani @FletcherSchool today. #CHATMamdani pic.twitter.com/PlTiCdr7Tx

Amahl Bishara
@AmahlBishara

6 DAYS

AGO

Lisa Lowe encourages us to go beyond thinking about states and cultures as bounded, discrete,
and analogous #CHATmamdani @driftinghouse
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Amahl Bishara
@AmahlBishara

6 DAYS

AGO

Evans-Pritchard's colonial ideas of tribalism still shape events in South Sudan today
#AnthroTheoryIsPoliticalHistory #CHATMamdani

Amahl Bishara
@AmahlBishara

6 DAYS

AGO

#CHATMamdani pondering different models for self-determination beyond the state & wondering
about the role of regions (like Africa) in this

Amahl Bishara
@AmahlBishara

6 DAYS

AGO

(2) #CHATMamdani ...because states are not doing so great on the self-determination front!

lisa lowe
@driftinghouse

5 DAYS

AGO

@AmahlBishara Bishara asks whether anchoring political justice to future of survivors might
reproduce western universalism. #CHATmamdani

lisa lowe
@driftinghouse

5 DAYS

AGO

@AmahlBishara @kdrastegar Rastegar asks if "trauma" studies centers particular definitions of
violence & excludes others #CHATmamdani
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lisa lowe
@driftinghouse

5 DAYS

AGO

@AmahlBishara @kmanjapra Manjapra on epistemological violence, and limits of normative
description and analysis #CHATmamdani

lisa lowe
@driftinghouse

5 DAYS

AGO

Mahajan: Why are certain events defined as violence and other not? Contesting definition of
"violence" must precede "justice." #CHATmamdani

lisa lowe
@driftinghouse

5 DAYS

AGO

Minch: Indigenous sovereignties refuse, displace nation-state form; sacred remains, ancestors,
land #NoDAPL #CHATmamdani

lisa lowe
@driftinghouse

5 DAYS

AGO

Mahajan: Can layered, overlapping sovereignties provide alternatives to sovereignty defined only in
terms of nation-states. #CHATmamdani
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