
I n  case you suspected t h a t  you l i v e  i n  one o f  t h e  most ant i - tobacco regions i n  t h e  
country--you were r i g h t !  As o f  March 1, 85 pieces o f  tobacco-related l e g i s l a t i o n  have 
been in t roduced  i n  t h e  New England states.  The breakdown by  s ta te :  Connecticut-2, 
Maine-?, Massachusetts-38, New Hampshire-9, Rhode Island-PO, and Vermont-9. That's 
almost 33 percent  o f  a l l  t h e  ant i - tobacco b i l l s  in t roduced i n  t h e  nation. 

For  t h e  f i r s t  t ime, i n f o rma t i ona l  conference c a l l s  w i t h  t h e  New England TAC members 
and The Tobacco I n s t i t u t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  counsels were conducted i n  January and February. 
It i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  these w i l l  cont inue on a monthly bas is  throughout 1986. The format 
i s  i n f o rma l  and intended t o  a l l ow  each group t o  have as much i n p u t  as poss ib le .  

Dr. P h i l i p  Witorsch, Medical D i rec to r ,  Center f o r  Environmental Heal th and Human 
x i c o l o g  i n  Washington, DC, taped a response t o  a January 18 WNEV-TV Channel 7 

oston ed t o r i a l  f avo r i ng  bans on smoking i n  p u b l i c  places. Dr. Witorsch stated, "The 
s imple f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no persuasive evidence t h a t  environmental tobacco smoke 
presents  a ch ron ic  hea l t h  r i s k  t o  t he  nonsmokers." The e d i t o r i a l  a i r e d  on Monday, 313 
on Channel 7 i n  Boston. (See I n s e r t  f o r  f u l l  text . )  

I CONNECTICUT TOPICS 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  215 convening o f  t he  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  ~ o i n t  Labor -& Pub l i c  
Employees Committee h e l d  an in fo rma l  
hea r i nu  and dec ided t o  in t roduce  " ra ised  

The b i l l  proposes t o  expand upon t he  
e x i s t i n g  smoking-in-the-workplace law by 
mandatln t h e  e i tab l i shment  o f  nonsmoking & reducina t h e  s i z e  of the  
companiei i nvo lved-  t o  those w i t h  20 o r  
more employees ( t he  c u r r e n t  l e v e l  i s  50), 
and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  enforcement mechanisms 
and f i nes .  A hear ing  before t h e  J o i n t  
Labor & P u b l i c  ~mo lovees  Cornnittee i s  --- - -. . - , " 
scheduled f o r  - 316. S i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  
was considered and defeated by t h e  same 
committee d u r i n g  t he  1985 session. 

been suggest ing a need f o r  smokeless 
tobacco warning l a b e l  l e g i s l a t i o n  s ince 
t h e  end o f  t h e  1985 session. The 
enactment o f  Sl574, t he  "Comprehensive 
Smokeless T o b a a e a l t h  Education Act o f  
1986" has e l im ina ted  t he  need f o r  t h i s  
t ype  o f  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Ne i the r  t h e  
l a b e l i n g  nor any o the r  smokeless tobacco- 
r e l a t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  has a c t u a l l y  been 
in t roduced i n  Connect icut  t h i s  session. 
(See Nat iona l  Topics f o r  add i t i ona l  info.)  

MAINE TOPICS 

A so-ca l led  " techn ica l  d r a f t i n g  e r r o r "  on 
L.D.1968 would p r o h i b i t  t h e  sa l e  and 
a i x i T l z t i o i l  o smoke1 ess tobacco 
yroducts.  According t o  t h e  sponsor, t he  
i n t e n t  was t o  o r o h i b i t  samolina only. 

A t to rney  General Joseph Lieberman and Under a 1983 law, samp l lng ' i r  i n t i r e i ~  
P u b l i c  Hea l th  Commissioner Doug L loyd  have p r o h i b i t e d  t o  minors. However, t h e  new I 
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law would extend t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  t o  
adu l t s .  L.0.1968 o r i g i n a l l y  prov ided f o r  
warning l a m  a 6.20 t a x  on smokeless 
tobacco products.  The warning l a b e l  
sec t i on  has been dropped as a r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  enactment o f  S1574, t h e  "Comprehensive 
Smokeless Tobacc??Eilth Education Ac t  o f  
1986."' However. t he  J o i n t  Taxat ion 
Comntttee h e l d  a hear ing  on L.D.1968 on 
2/25 and cont inued t o  p r m  a 
c i ga re t t e - t ype  t a x  on smokeless tobacco 
products  and sampling p roh i  b i  t tons .  
Fu r t he r  worksessions a r e  an t i c ipa ted .  

On 214 L.D.1690, t he  res tauran t  p o l i c y  
n o t i c e  b n s  APPROVED by t h e  J o i n t  
Human Resources Comnittee. The House o f  
Representat ives subsequently took s i m i l a r  
a c t i o n  and sent t he  b i l l  t o  t h e  Senate f o r  
f i n a l  approval. However, Senate Pres ident  
Pray prompt ly  r u l e d  t h a t  L.D.1690 f e l l  
under l e g i s l a t i v e  J o i n t  R u l e m e r i n g  
b i l l s  defeated i n  prev ious sessions o f  t he  
leg1  s l a tu re .  Because o f  t h i s  r u l i n g ,  
cont inued a c t i o n  on L.D.1690 i s  poss ib l e  
on l y  by a two- th i rds  v o t e o t h  houses. 

A hear ing  was he ld  on L.D.238, a 1985 
car ryover  b i l l  makine t he  B.08 t a x  
cont ingent  on t he  f ede ra l  sunset. The 
i n t e n t  of t h e  b i l l  was t o  keep t h e  s t a t e  
t a x  a t  f.20 unless t h e  federa l  t a x  
a c t u a l l y  went down by 8-08 on 10/1/85. 
The J o i n t  Taxat ion Committee repor ted  t he  
b i l l  "unanimous leave t o  withdraw." The 
i n t e n t  was preempted when t h e  s t a t e  t a x  
increased by 8.08 on 10/1/85. 

A 417 hear ing da te  has been scheduled on 
a l l  ant i - tobacco measures be fo re  t he  J o i n t  I 
Comnerce & Labor and J o i n t  Heal th Care I 

MASSACHUSETTS TOPICS 

33 a d d i t i o n a l  tobacco-re la ted b i  11s were 
i n t r oduced  du r i ng  t h e  month o f  tebruary .  
Four o f  these new b i l l s  propose t o  
PROHIBIT smoking i n  t h e  Comnonweal th. 
T h e t i - t o b a c c o  zea lo t s  a re  f i n a l l y  
f l y i n g  t h e i r  t r u e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  co lors .  

I n  o t h e r  ac t ion ,  t h e  J o i n t  Taxat ion 
Comnittee h e l d  a hear ing on a1 1 tobacco 
exc ise  t a x  measures on 2/27. Inc luded 
were: smokeless tobacco taxes, c i g a r e t t e  
r o l l i n g  paper tax ,  earmarking, 6.08 
increase, and a repeal  o f  t he  c i g a r e t t e  
exCtSe tax.  The committee took no a c t i o n  
on any o f  t h e  measures. 

, , . , ,  
Comni t t e e s  . 
Dur ing ' Febru t appears,, t h a t  Ge 
~assachuse t t s  nspor ta t i 'on ~ ' u t h o r i  ty 
(MBTA) . s t a f f  d , t h a t  . t h e b ~ u t h o r i t y  
would fo rego  almost $1  m i l l i o n  i n  annual 
revenues d e r i  ved ..from c i g a r e t t e  'advert1 s -  
i n g  " : i n ' " 'MBTA  ( : f a c i l i t i e ~ ' . ~ ' a n d ~ o n  i t s  
vehic les.  ; The'new a d v e r t t s i n g  con t rac t s  
w i  11 propose :::a ::: ban on '-:-the  sale :,of 
a d v e r t i s i n g  space t o  c igaret te 'manufactur -  
e r s  as of 10/1/86, when t he  new con t rac ts  
take  e f fec t .  L e g i s l a t i o n  hav ing the same 
e f f e c t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  under cons iderat ion by 

..the Jo i n t  T ranspor ta t ion  C o n l t t e e ,  where 
i t  has been r e j e c t e d  i n  prevtous years. 

-*This*proposed a c t i o n  may be i n  v i o l a t i o n  
o f  t h e  "Comprehenstve Smokt'ng Educatton 
Act o f  1984" which preempts "...require- 
ment o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  based on smoking and 
health.. .imposed under 'S ta te  Law with 
respect  t o  a d v e r t i s i n g  o r  promotion o f  any 
c i ga re t t es  t h e  packages o f  which a re  
l abe led  i n  con fo rmi ty  w i t h  t h e  p rov is ions  
o f  t h i s  act." Fu r t he r  ac t i on  i s  l i k e l y .  

NEW HAMPSHIRE TOPICS 

A f t e r  r ece i v i ng  approval f rom the  House 
Heal th  & Human Services Comnittee, E, 
grocery stores,  and H133, workplace, were 
APPROVED on t h e  House f l oo r .  The b i l l s  
have been assigned t o  t h e  Senate Pub l i c  
I n s t i t u t i o n s / H e a l t h  Care Conunittee, and a 
hear ing date has been se t  f o r  3/12. 

Hearings were h e l d  on a l l  t a x  b i l l s  be fo re  
t he  House Ways and Means Comnittee, and a 
hear ing has been se t  f o r  315 on t h e  
companion t a x  b i l l  before t h e  Senate Ways 
and Means Committee. Th is  l e g i s l a t i o n  
merely c l a r i f i e s  t he  somewhat convoluted 
language o f  t h e  s t a t e  c i g a r e t t e  exc ise  
tax .  

Last  yea r ' s  S85, p r o h i b i t i n g  sales t o  
minors under TB; was redra f ted  dur ing t h e  
summer " i n t e r i m  study" and re- in t roduced 
as H125-FN. The new b i l l  has t he  support  
of t ? e l e g i s l a t u r e  and t he  New Hampshire 
R e t a i l  Grocers Associat ion,  and approval 
i s  an t i c ipa ted .  The grocers had expressed 
concern over t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i nes  and 
pena l t i e s  conta ined i n  - $85. 



Statement by t h e  AFL-CIO Execut ive Counci 1 

on 
j ' ,  

Smoking and t h e  Workplace . , 

. . 
~ i b r u a r y  19, i986 
Bal Harbour, FL . ,  

The 1'985 Surgeon General 's  Report on The Heal th  Consequencesiof Smoking -- Cancer and 
Chronic Lung Disease i n  t h e  Workplace - -  has focused new attention on smoklng and 
occupat jonal  disease. The r e p o r t  pu rpor ts  t o  be a review o f  a v a i l a b l e  s c i e n t i f i c  e v i  
on t he  combined r i s k s  o f  smoking and exposure t o  known occupat ional  hazards. , Rather than  
sheddiny l i g h t  and c o n t r i b u t i n g  new. in for rnat ion on t h e  occupa t io r~a l  hea l t h  problems faced 
by many workers, t h e  r e p o r t  minimizes t h e  r t s k s  posed by workplace tox ins.  Broad 
conclusions a re  reached t h a t  smoking poses a g rea te r  r i s k  t o  workers than t h e i r  workp1,ace 
environment, y e t  t he re  i s  no evidence- in t h l  document t o  support  these f ind ings .  The 
AFL-CID be l ieves  t h a t  employers w i l l  attempt t o  use t h e  r e p o r t  t o  sh i r k  t h e i r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  c lean up t he  workplace and t o  p lace  blame f o r  occupational disease on 
workers who srnoke. 

The l abo r  movetnent recognizes t h a t  smoking i s  a major p u b l i c  h e a l t h  problem o f  concern t o  
both smokers and non-smokers and t h a t  t he re  are r e a l  issues r e l a t e d  t o  smoking and t he  
workplace t h a t  should be addressed. 

I t  i s  w e l l  documented t h a t  employers' f a i l u r e  t o  con t ro l  exposures t o  t o x i c  substances i n  
t h e  workplace increases t he  r i s k  o f  disease f o r  many workers. For  workers exposed t o  some 
o f  these hazards, such as asbestos, t h e r e  i s  evidence t h a t  smoking may f u r t h e r  increase 
the  r i s k  o f  c e r t a i n  diseases. Our f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  i s  t o  l i m i t  exposures t o  t o x i c  sub- 
stances t o  reduce t h e  r i s k  of a l l  exposed workers. We support  programs t o  prov ide medical 
su rve i l l ance ,  educat ion and counsel ing about t he  r i s k s  o f  d isease t o  workers a t  h igh r t s k .  
Such programs should address t he  dangers O f  exposure t o  t o x i c  substances and t he  added 
r i s k  t h a t  may be posed by smoking, and prov ide assistance t o  those workers who wish t o  
q u i t  sn~okiny. Many unions have a l ready  implemented these k inds  o f  educat ion and 
ass is tance programs, 

We oppose employer d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  against  h i r i n g  o f  smokers and employer proposals t o  
mandate t he  removal o f  smokers from c e r t a i n  jobs o r  t o  r equ i r e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  smoking 
cessat ion proyrarns as an excuse no t  t o  meet t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  c lean up the  
work$lace. Employers should not  be al lowed t o  s h i f t  the  burden t o  i n d i v i d u a l  workers. 

Proposals t o  ban smoking i n  t h e  workplace are a l s o  increasing. Unions a re  faced w i t h  
l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  u n i l a t e r a l l y  imposed employer p o l i c i e s  t h a t  f o r b i d  smoking on the  j ob  and 
i n f r i n g e  on t he  r i g h t s  o f  workers who smoke. Unions have a l e g a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
represent t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  t h e i r  members -- smokers and non-smokers. The AFL-CIO 
bel ieves t h a t  issues r e l a t e d  t o  smoking on t he  j o b  can best be worked out  v o l u n t a r i l y  I n  
i n d i v i d u a l  workplaces between l a b o r  and management i n  a manner t h a t  p r o t e c t s  t he  i n t e r e s t s  
dnd r i g h t s  o f  a l l  workers and no t  by l e g i s l a t i v e  mandate. 

\ 

The AFL-CIO i s  committed t o  improving t he  working cond i t i ons  and hea l th  o f  a l l  our vl 
U 

members, We urge our a f f i l i a t e d  unions t o  cont inue t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  reduce workplace C .  
w 

hazards and t o  prov ide vo lun ta ry  ass is tance and educat ion t o  workers who smoke as p a r t  m 
o f  ongoing comprehensive programs t o  improve t h e  hea l t h  o f  un ion  members. rn 

U, 



EDITORIAL RESPONSE 

A January 18 e d i t o r i a l  by  t he  management o f  Channel 7 urged the  
Massachusetts L e g i s l a t u r e  as w e l l  as p r i v a t e  employers t o  ban smoking i n  
t h e  workplace and i n  a l l  p u b l i c  p laces i n  Nassachusetts. As j u s t t f i c a t i o n  
f o r  such act ion,  the  e d i t o r i a l  suggested t h a t  tobacco smoke i n  t he  
atr-- i .e., environmental tobacco smoke--has bee 
hazard t o  nonsmokers. 

s a phys ic ian  and s c i e n t i s t ,  I take  no p o s i t i o n  on the  a tatenes 
of  p u b l i c  o r  workplace smoking bans. I am happy t o  leave  t h a t  p o l i c y  
dec fs ion  t o  the  Comnonwealth's e l ec ted  represen ta t i ves ,  i n d i v i d u a l  
employers, a n d  t h e i r  employees. It would be unfor tunate,  however, i f  
d iscuss ions concerning p u b l i c  and workplace mok tng  proceeded on the  bas is  
o f  s c i e n t i f i c  data which has been manipulatet l  t o  accomplish a socto- 
p o l i t i c a l  end i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  the  soc ia l  value o f  t h a t  end. I am r e f e r r i n g  
t o  j u s t i f y i n g  var lous smoking bans on t he  pFesumption t h a t  envtronmental 
tobacco smoke represents  a chron ic  h e a l t h  hazard t o  t he  nonsmokers. 

/ 

The simple f a c t  i s  t h a t  the re  i s  no persuasive evidence t h a t  
e n v l r o m e n t a l  tobacco smoke presents a chronic h e a l t h  r i s k  t o  t he  
nonsmoker. I n  fac t ,  c a r e f u l  and ob jec t t ve  rev iew o f  the  a v a i l a b l e  ,' 
s c f e n t i f i c  data suggests t h a t  t h t s  i s  u n l i k e l y ,  espec ta l l y  i n  t h e  context  
o f  t he  l e v e l  o f  exposure l i k e l y  t o  occur I n  p u b l i c  p laces and t he  
workplace. That i s  the conc lus ion o f  every major independent s c i e n t i f i c  
body t h a t  has examined t he  Issue, i nc l ud tng  groups convened by the  Nat iona l  
I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Health, the  World Hea l th  Organizat ion,  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Green Pass, the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Geneva, the  Aus t r ian  M i n i s t r y  o f  Health, and 
a number o f  other European governmental and p u b l i c  h e a l t h  groups. While 
suggestions t o  the con t ra r y  have been made, such as i n  the  Channel 7 
e d i t o r i a l  and i n  some s c i e n t i f i c  pub l i ca t ions ,  such suggestions are 
c r e d i b l e  o n l y  I f  one i s  w i l l i n g  t o  ignore accepted s c i e n t i f i c  c r i t e r i a  and 
eva lua t i on  techntques and suspend c r i t i c a l  a n a l y t i c a l  judgment. 

We should pay more a t t e n t i o n  t o  t he  q u a l i t y  o f  indoor a t r .  Environmen- 
t a l  tob-moke may be p a r t  o f  the  t o t a l  problem o f  indoor a i r  p o l l u t i o n  
but,  from a number o f  studfes,  no t  the most s i g n i f i c a n t  component, o ther  
than t h a t  i t  i s  the most v i s i b l e  one. The ava i l ab l e  s c i e n t i f i c  evidence 
suggests t h a t  wh i l e  tobacco smoke i n  t he  a i r  i s  o f t e n  the  most e a s i l y  
i d e n t i f i a b l e  consequence o f  inadequate ven t t l a t t on ,  i t  t s  f a r  from the most 
hea l th - th rea ten ing  and cannot be used as a sur rogate f o r  indoor a i r  
p o l l u t i o n .  The suggest ion t h a t  the hea l t h  imp l i ca t i ons  o f  poor Indoor a i r  
w i l l  be mag i ca l l y  e l im ina ted  by banning smoking i s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  unfounded 
and misleading: Those s c i e n t i s t s  who make such a suggest ion would appear 
t o  be confounding t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  judgment w i t h  t h e i r  personal agenda and, 
i n  so doing, o f fend  bo th  science and common sense and do a d isserv tce  t o  
pub1 l c  h e a l t h  and soc ie ty .  

P h i l i p  Witorsch, M.D. 
C l i n i c a l  Professor o f  Medictne 
The George Washington U n i v e r s i t y  

Medlcal Center 
Washington, D.C. 
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m H 35 - R e s t r l c t i m s  - Gr~cery  Stores Ilouse F l m r  
H 125-nl S m I I n g .  Sales t o  Hmrs H U w r  md means 
H 133 l les t r lc t ion5 - Yortp1ace mure  F l m r  
W 179 Taxatlon - l l s c .  H Mays and mans 
H 370-F~  Taxation ( ~ o 4 .  t o  S 92-FIi) H Ways and Means 

, s 92-FW Taxat im (COW. t o  H 3 7 M l )  S Ways and k n s  . LSR 181 Sales Restrfctfons - Vendlng Mchlm DEFEATED 
LW 182 Sales Restr ict ions - Vending l a c h l m  DEFEATED 
L R  275 Yloreless Yarning Labels DEFEATED 

R I  H 5075 sales t o  N i r n  uw - n 5076 R e s t r l c t i ~ a s  - Y Q r L p l a ~ .  m u .  
H 5590 R x a t i o n  - a m a t  Finance 
H 5-21 Taxat im - E a m r t i n g  F i ~ a c e  
W 5592 Taxation - Lamark ing Finaace 
H 5593 Taxation - Eafuart ing H Finance 
H 5811 Taxatlon - Earmarking H Finance 
H 5833 Taxation - Edfuartlng H Finance 
H 5854 Restrictions H HEY 
H 7017 R e s o l ~ t i m  Special L .q ia la t lon 
H 7031 Sales t o  Wimrs .- H Judic iary  
H 7149 Smokeless Yarning Labels. Wimn . . 

(cap. s 2147) . n m  ~ 

n 7317 Saokelmsr Yarning Labels n m u  
H 7363 Resolution - Restr - House C h a r  HHEY 
H 7542 Taxation - Sunset H Flndnca 
H 7756 Uorkolace H W  
S 189 lnsukance S HEY 
5 738 Taxatlon - Eamdrt ing S F l  nance 
S 2147  kcl less Ylrnlng Labels. Hinors 

(cap. H 11d9) S l f Y  
S 22TI Resolution - Restr - Senate C h a r  EMCTED 

YT H 6 6  T a u t i o n  - Sunset H nays 6 Mans 
H 161 Sales Tax E x e p t i o n  H ua is  h means 
H 286 Rest r ic t ions - Yorkplace H Health & Y c l f a n  
H 267 SaJes Tax Efaptipn H nays h WMS 
H 519 Health Insurance H C o r r r c e  
H 582 Smokeless Yarning Labels H k a l t h  L u e l f a m  
S 127 R e s t r i c t l m s  S Ins t i t u t i ons  
S 244 Restrtct lons - Yorkplace 5 Health h Welfare 
S 264 Smokeless L k r n l n p ~ a b e l s  H Health h Ye l fdm 

ME L.D. 1890 Restaurant Pol lcy Notice - 
J HUIM Senlces (LgpFored) --z House F l w r  {Approved) --> -nat. 
F l w r  (Reiectedl . - 

m H 35 - Restr ic t ions - Grocery S t o m  
H Health h Hran Semi 
--5 S Publle Inst l tut ions/Wsalth Care (Pending) 

, . 
H 133 R c s ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ M s  - YOILP~~CC L - .. ,, . 

H R a l t h  I b m M  Service. ( w e e d )  -D b w c  Floor (Appro&) --, S Public Institutions/+hlth C a n  (Pending) 

I 1  W 7017 Resolution (Dapt. Health Bldg. Yorkplace Pol icy) - 
Introduced --8 J Spacial Legislation (Pending) I 

n ti 286 - R e s t r i c t i m s  - Yorkplacc 

Total  8111s - 8 5  - ~k* int roduct ion since l a s t  -ry 
. , 

J - Joint (la. Jolnt Taxatlon Cami t tee)  
H - llouse (le, muse F iwnca  C d t t e e )  
s - Senate (ie. Smate FIndnce Comi t tee)  .. 
VSY = Health. Education and W l f a r e  Corlttn ( I n  I f )  



RHODE ISUND TOPICS been reviewed and h e l d  i n  cornnittee 
because of t he  passage o f  $1574 i n  

A l e g i s l a t i  ve "study c o m i s s i o n N  chai red Congress. Because o f  t he  shor tened 
by Rep. Don Fer ry  (D-Johnston) has session, we w i l l  see a f l u r r y  o f  a c t i v i t y  
recomnended an increase i n  t he  s t a t e  i n  late-March and ea r l y -Ap r i l .  
c i g a r e t t e  exc ise  t a x  t o  fund elementary 
and j u n i o r  and sen io r  h i g h  school drug, VERMONT TOPICS 
a1 coho1 , and tobacco educat ion programs. 
The exact  r a t e  o f  t h e  t a x  has no t  been se t  The members of t h e  G 
ye t .  However, two figures--$.006 and A f f a i r s  Comnittee reviewed H286, t h e  
$. 016--have been suggested. These would workplace b i  11, and recommendedbua vo te  
b r i n g  t he  s t a t e ' s  cu r ren t  f.234 t a x  t o  of 6-3 t h a t  t h e  measure be defeated. 
$.24 or s.25, respec t i ve ly .  This study However, on t h e  House f l oo r ,  Hea l t h  & 
comnission and I t s  recomnended act1  on We1 fa re  Comnittee Chairman Rep. Toby Young 
should  n o t  be confused w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i  es (D-Wi ndham) requested and rece ived  
by Rep. Sherwin Kapstein (D-Providence) on permission t o  f u r t h e r  review t h e  b i l l  i n  
smoking i n  p u b l i c  places. her  committee. T I  and i t s  business a l l i e s  

' w i l l  d t tempt  t o  re-open t h e  p u b l i c  hear ing  
No a c t i o n  has been taken t o  da te  on any o f  p rocess  on t h i s  b i l l .  This w i l l  a l l o w  
t h e  c i g a r e t t e  b i  11s being considered t h i s  add i t rona l  test imony on t he  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
year. Smokeless tobacco l e g i s l a t i o n  has e s p e c i a l l y  f rom those opposed t o  it. 
WATIOWAL TOPICS 

President Rea an signed S1574, t he  "Comprehensive Smoke1 ess Tobacco Health Educat ion 
i n t o  law-1/27. The b i l l  requ i res  warning l a b e l s  on a l l  smokeless w 

tobacco product packaging and adver t i s ing .  The o n l y  exemption i s  f o r  b i  l l b o a r d  
adve r t i s i ng .  Th i s  a c t i o n  preempts a l l  o f  t he  var ious s t a t e  warning l abe l  measures. 
Here i n  New England, o n l y  Massachusetts had warning l a b e l  a c t i o n  i n  p lace (on snuff 
on ly ) .  That Dept. o f  P u b l i c  Heal th r e g u l a t i o n  was scheduled t o  t ake  e f f e c t  on 411. 
However, warning l abe l  b i l l s  were pending i n  Connect icut ,  Maine, Massachusetts ( a l l  
smokeless products),  Rhode Is land,  and Vermont. .,, 

4 
The "sun i s  scheduled t o  se t "  on t he  5 -16  f e d e w  c i g a r e t t e  exc ise  t a x  a t  m idn igh t  on 
3/14. So f a r ,  Congress has made no progress on t h e  Budget Reconc i l i a t i on  Package; bu t  
movement i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  3/14 c i g a r e t t e  t a x  deadline. I n q u i r i e s  about 
t h i s  t a x  mat te r  can be d i r e c t e d  t o  t he  T I  Regional o f f i c e  a t  (617) 927-3990. 

The AFL-CIO Execut ive C o m i t t e e  has taken a s t rong  s tand on l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
on smoking i n  t h e  workplace. (See at tached f o r  complete tex t . )  

THE TOBACCO INSTITUTE 
81 Hale Street 
P. 0. Box 602 
Beverly, MA 01 91 5 

Dr. paul C. Bergson 
L, J , ~ e y o l d s  Tobacco company 
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