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Dartmouth professor defines
actions against Native
Americans as genocide
by Shana

Friedman

Contributing Writer

Tufts Against Genocide
brought Dartmouth College
Professor Benjamin Madley
to the Hill last night to discuss what he described as the
genocide perpetrated against
Native Americans throughout
early U.S. history.
Madley is an Andrew
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow
in the History Department
and Native American Studies
Program at Dartmouth whose
research focuses on the question of whether or not the
treatment of Native Americans
by Europeans should be considered genocide.
The lecture, titled “Genocide
in America: The Native
American Debate,” was held
in the Granoff Family Hillel
Center. The event was sponsored by the Cummings/Hill
Program for Holocaust and
Genocide Education and was
the latest in a series of events
intended to promote awareness of genocide on the Tufts
campus.
The event was designed to
demonstrate the importance
of studying instances of genocide in history in order to better understand how to define
genocide in the future.
“Why should we care?” senior
Doreen Ndishabandi asked the
audience as she introduced
Madley. “Because genocide is
never an isolated event. Each
person will leave better prepared to examine and identify
situations of genocide, racism
and xenophobia.”
Madley echoed this theme
throughout his presenta-
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tion. He explained that it is
important to decide whether the conquering of Native
Americans by Europeans constitutes genocide both in order
to fulfill a moral obligation
and for the sake of accuracy in
historical scholarship.
“We are obligated to honor
the memory of victims and
to stop future occurrence of
genocide on their behalf,”
he said. “Historical veracity
demands complete examination. This is formative in both
our histories.”
Madley began the lecture
by posing several controversial questions about the conflict between Europeans and
Native Americans that led to
the founding of the United
States.
“How do we explain the
catastrophic
demographic
decline following contact with
Europeans?” he asked. “How
do we explain the development of the nation we live
in?”
He used scholarly historical
evidence as well as his own
research to support his view
that government-endorsed
violence is in fact the primary
cause of the near disappearance of Native American tribes
from North America.
This view is in opposition
to what he said was the current consensus among most
historians, who hold that the
primary cause of the demise
of Native Americans was their
exposure to European diseases to which they had no
immunity.
“The near annihilation of
see GENOCIDE, page 2

Tufts professors receive Presidential
Award for mentoring achievement
by

Melissa Wang

Contributing Writer

The White House last week
named Tufts professors Karen
Panetta and Peggy Cebe as
recipients of the Presidential
Award for Excellence in Science,
Mathematics, and Engineering
Mentoring for their work with
students from underrepresented groups.
Panetta, a professor in
the School of Engineering’s
Department of Electrical and
Computer Engineering, and
Cebe, a professor of physics in
the School of Arts and Sciences,
were two of nine individuals and
eight organizations honored.
Panetta was recognized
for her work with the international Nerd Girls program,
and Cebe was recognized for
the research group she leads
composed of deaf and hard-ofhearing students.
It is rare for a university to
get more than one award of
this type, according to School
of Engineering Dean Linda
Abriola.
“That just shows how outstanding these two individuals
are,” she said.
The award includes a $25,000
grant from the National Science
Foundation to further mentoring efforts, according to the Nov.
15 White House press release.
Individuals responsible for
mentoring students from any

Kerri Coughlin

Contributing Writer

Charmaine Poh/Tufts Daily

Virginia Bledsoe/Tufts Daily

Professor of Physics Peggy Cebe was recognized for her work with deaf
and hard of hearing student interns.
grade level were eligible for
the award and could be nominated by students, faculty and
administrators.
Panetta founded the Nerd
Girls program because she
noticed a lack of female students and faculty in her department and a series of negative
stereotypes associated with
female engineers.
Nerd Girls is designed to foster female participation and
success in the field of engineer-

ing through participation in a
diverse range of projects, Panetta
said. For example, participants
have worked on LED technology development and have also
assisted a partially paralyzed
woman with multiple sclerosis
train a monkey to help her do
chores, Panetta explained.
The Nerd Girls program
has expanded internationally to countries such as South
see PRESIDENTIAL AWARD, page 2

Tufts Mock Trial defends title at
Fourth Annual Mumbo Jumbo
by

Dartmouth College Professor Benjamin Madley last night asserted that a genocide was perpetrated against Native Americans early in American history.

Where You
Read It First
Est. 1980

Tufts Mock Trial ( TMT) took
first place for the second year
in a row at the Fourth Annual
Mumbo Jumbo Invitational
tournament held on campus
earlier this month.
Senior Samuel Sazer and
sophomore Brian Pilchik captained the team, which dominated the tournament with a
7-1 final score.
Although TMT consists of
four teams each with between
six and eight members, only
one Tufts team competed in
the tournament.
Tufts took home four individual awards. Both captains
of the winning team received
Outstanding Attorney Awards,
and new sophomore team
member Samantha Sokol
secured a Witness Award,
according to Pilchik.
Tufts students also took
part in the bye-buster team,
which consists of members
who are not competing as
part of a pre-formed team
but are available to take part

Inside this issue

in a makeshift team when
an uneven number of teams
arrive to the competition.
This team consisted largely of
TMT members and finished
with a 6-2 record.
Daniel Madwed, who was
part of the bye-buster team,
won an Outstanding Witness
Award.
Co-President
of
TMT
Nicholas
LoCastro
was
pleased with the results of
Mumbo Jumbo as well as the
rest of the team’s results this
season, which included a
third-place finish at a tournament at the University of New
Hampshire.
“Not only have I felt that
the newer members are
learning quite a bit, but we’ve
placed pretty well in the tournaments thus far, so I’m very
happy with that,” LoCastro, a
senior, said.
TMT has organized the
Mumbo Jumbo tournament
for the past four years. Tufts
did not place at the first tournament in 2008, took third in
2009 and has taken first place
for the past two years.

Thirteen teams attended
this
year’s
tournament,
including
teams
from Columbia University,
Princeton University and
Boston College.
Every team participates in
four rounds, each of which is
scored by two judges. At the
end of each round, the judges
individually tally their scores
for each team and then award
a point to whichever team
achieved the highest score,
according to Pilchik. At the
end of all four rounds, the
team who has accumulated
the most points takes first
place.
“It was actually really exciting,” Pilchik said. “In our first
round, we split with [ Wellesley
College]. So one judge gave it
to us, one judge gave it to
them.”
“I was thinking maybe we
go four and four, something
like that, and then we won
every single ballot afterwards,” he continued.
Mumbo Jumbo is just one
see MOCK TRIAL, page 2
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Police briefs
Surprise! It’s weed!

Wren’s a sophomore dorm … right?

TUPD stops armed robbers. Seriously.

Tufts University Police Department (TUPD) at 2:30 p.m.
on Nov. 15 received a phone call from Mail Services concerning a suspicious package. A student was attempting
to claim a package that was addressed to his room, but
did not have his name on it. TUPD opened the package to
discover marijuana inside.
The student explained that he had received an email
from an unknown sender, instructing him to go to pick
up a birthday present at Mail Services. The email included
the package tracking identification and explained that the
package was addressed to the student’s room. The marijuana was confiscated and the student was not punished.

TUPD officers at 9:53 p.m. on Nov. 18 responded to a
call from an individual at Wren Hall reporting the smell of
marijuana coming from a room on the fourth floor. When
the officers arrived at the door from which the smell was
emanating, they heard loud music and a large group of
people.
	Upon opening the dorm room door, officers found
a vaporizer, a jar of marijuana and two grinders. The
paraphernalia was confiscated and people were told to
leave. Though TUPD officers saw a few beers in the room,
the students were not penalized for an alcohol violation
because they were all believed to be of legal age.

TUPD officers at 2:15 p.m. on Nov. 20 helped in the
arrest of an armed robbery. Medford Police Department
(MPD) put out an alert about a car escaping the scene of
an armed robbery that took place in the City of Medford,
but not near the Tufts campus. TUPD officers spotted the
car, pulled it over and held the suspects until MPD officers
arrived. MPD made two arrests, according to TUPD Sgt.
Robert McCarthy.

—compiled by Marie Schow

Tufts professors recognized for mentoring underrepresented students in
science, engineering
PRESIDENTIAL AWARD
continued from page 1

Korea, Venezuela and Australia.
Participants now work on international projects, including the
construction of India’s first database system for tracking autism
and blindness in children,
according to Panetta.
She takes pride in the fact that
the Nerd Girls are well-rounded
individuals who excel in activities aside from science and engineering. “Some people don’t
understand that to be a good
engineer, you need creativity as
your number one skill,” Panetta
said. “When you see someone
who dances or sculpts or does
some other extracurricular activity, that complete person is what
makes you a better engineer.”
Those who nominated Panetta
for the award celebrated her victory. “We’re delighted for her, and
this brings a lot of visibility to Tufts
and the School of Engineering,
and particularly women in engineering,” Abriola said.
Cebe embarked on her mentoring career for those in the
deaf community after she began
to lose her hearing at a young
age. She was exposed to deaf
and hard of hearing students at
Gallaudet University, the world’s
only university specifically
designed for deaf and hard-ofhearing students.

Her proposal to teach and work
alongside four deaf and hard-ofhearing student interns at Tufts
was approved by the National
Science Foundation in 2003. This
resulting program was called the
Cebe Research Group.
“The goal is a very simple one
and that is to provide opportunities for deaf and hard-ofhearing students to work in
an environment in which they
would be able to work with
other deaf and hard-of-hearing
students,” Cebe said.
Putting deaf and hard-of-hearing students in one group rather
than dispersing them throughout
random laboratories provides
them the ability to sign to each
other and makes them feel that
they are not alone, she noted.
Student
interns
have
researched topics ranging from
polymers and clay to fuel cell
applications, she explained. Out
of the 103 students she has mentored, 34 of them were deaf or
hard-of-hearing and two-thirds
were non-white women, according to Cebe.
As a result of the program,
many of the student interns
have continued their studies
after receiving their undergraduate degrees by going to graduate
school or getting jobs in sciencerelated fields, Cebe noted. Some
have also co-written publications

in prestigious journals around
the country.
“They felt that in some ways
the program was a key in getting a job or being accepted
into school for many of them,”
Cebe said.
“I’m absolutely thrilled and
deeply honored to have been
selected for this award,” Cebe
said. “The Presidential Award for
mentoring is a great way to bring
attention to the important role
that individual mentoring can
have in shaping students’ lives
... This is especially true for the
deaf and hard-of-hearing students who don’t have as many
opportunities for internships in
the ‘hard’ sciences.”
Professor and Chair of the
Department of Physics and
Astronomy Roger Tobin, who
helped teach the student interns
in the classroom component of
Cebe’s program, said that she
should be commended not only
for her outreach to the deaf and
hard-of-hearing, but also for
mentoring more graduate and
undergraduate students than
anyone else in the department.
“For every individual student,
she works with that student and
his strengths and weaknesses,
holds him to the highest possible
intellectual and scientific standards and gets him as far as she
possibly can,” he said.

Tufts Mock Trial looks forward to spring
season, expects bid to nationals

MOCK TRIAL

continued from page 1

of the several invitationals in
which TMT competes during
their fall season, which is considered a practice round for
their spring competitions.
“In the fall, we have random
teams, more or less,” Pilchik
said. “We try and balance
new members and old mem-

bers and that sort of thing,
but they’re what we call unstacked teams; there’s no team
that’s made up of all the good
people.”
TMT has high aspirations for the spring season.
After attending the National
Championship Tournament
for the first time two years
ago and securing third place

last year, they hope to achieve
equal or greater success at this
year’s tournament.
“I expect we’ll get to
Nationals,”
Pilchik
said.
“We’ve been doing better each
year. ... I’m hoping to get as
many teams as possible into
[the American Mock Trial
Association’s Opening Round
Championship Series].”

Courtesy Brian Pilchik

Tufts Mock Trial proved victorious at the Mumbo Jumbo competition earlier this month.

Virginia Bledsoe/Tufts Daily

Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering Karen Panetta last week
received the Presidential Award for Excellence in Science, Mathematics,
and Engineering Mentoring.

Madley explains implications of labeling genocide
against Native Americans
GENOCIDE

continued from page 1

Native Americans was perhaps not merely an inevitable consequence of the clash
of two opposing ways of life,”
he said.
He offered a candid examination of the implications
of research in this area for
both Native Americans and
Americans of European
descent.
If the United States was
founded through genocide,
the entirety of historical
scholarship on the development of America would
require reevaluation, as
would public school curricula and public knowledge
on the topic, he said.
The
U.S.
government
would have to face complicated and highly politicized
questions regarding official
apologies and reparation
payments to tribes, as well
as offer national commemoration through monuments
and other endeavors.
There are identity issues
for both populations at stake,
Madley explained. He raised
the possibility that unrecog-

nized genocide against Native
American tribes has played a
role as a cause of psychological problems, such as alcoholism, depression and high
suicide rates that occur in
many tribes.
“The stakes are high for
scholars, Native Americans
and all Americans,” he said.
This
particular
topic
has received little discussion
among
historians,
Ndishabandi stressed.
“You don’t hear many
conversations about what
happened to the Native
Americans, even though it’s
so close to us,” she told the
Daily.
Madley strongly agreed.
“Most scholars have avoided
this question and it is unsurprising that it remains unresolved,” he said.
It is a sensitive issue
that evokes strong reactions among Americans, he
explained.
“I’ve experienced people being really angry,” he
said. “But when you start to
unpack the overwhelming
evidence, it becomes really
difficult to refute.”
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you over
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Jumbos who practice Buddhism on the Hill find peace through mindfulness.

Faith on the Hill: Buddhism
by

Derek Schlom

Daily Editorial Board

Mindful, conscientious, contemplative
— not exactly words commonly used to
describe college students, whose primary
responsibilities are often limited to showing
up to class and getting decent grades. But a
small group of Tufts students — though not
quite living monastically — apply these principles of Buddhism, with varying degrees of
devotion, to their daily lives.
Though Buddhism is among the world’s
largest religions, it’s practiced relatively
rarely in the United States, with less than
1 percent of those surveyed self-identifying
as Buddhist in a 2007 Pew Research Center
study, though more may adhere to the
religion’s basic tenets without categorizing
themselves as members.
Nicholas Matiasz (E ’10), now a graduate student in the School of Engineering,
is among those on campus who practice
Buddhism.
“People ask me if I’m Buddhist and my
answer has increasingly become yes,” he
said. “Out of respect for the tradition, I can’t
deny that it’s a huge part of my make-up at
this point.”
Though Matiasz was raised as a Roman
Catholic, he wasn’t entirely fulfilled by what
the faith had to offer.
“I wasn’t especially disgusted with that
or anything, and I wasn’t looking to find
another religion per se, but as I read about
meditation I realized that my spiritual
practice wasn’t doing as much for me as I
wanted it to,” he said.
Matiasz naturally gravitated toward
Buddhism.
“As I started reading more and more
about meditation, I developed an appreciation for Buddhism as a whole,” he said.
The influence of Buddhist teachings
has markedly impacted Matiasz’s daily
life, he said.
“Honestly, Buddhism has profoundly
changed my worldview on a moment-tomoment kind of level,” he said. “I stopped
believing that the way to find happiness
was just always searching for the next
pleasant stimulus. Now I try to cultivate a
mind that is content without the next big
concert or promotion or something.”
Along with his fellow participants, Matiasz
congregates with the Tufts Buddhist Sangha
— roughly translated from Sanskrit as“assembly” or “community” — each Wednesday for
meditation in Goddard Chapel, as well as at
weekly Sunday-night meetings.
The general format of the Sunday gatherings is fairly relaxed, according to Matiasz.
The group opens with a meditation last-

ing from two to 30 minutes, followed by
a discussion, a shared reading or both,
usually on the topic of contemplative practice, Matiasz said. Though, he added, the
composition of the participants each week
dictates the subject matter. The Sangha’s
faculty advisor, Dr. David Arond, an assistant professor of public health and family
medicine at the School of Medicine, leads
the discussions, which tend not to delve
too deeply into the religion’s more complicated ideology, according to Matiasz.
“[Buddhist] philosophy can get complex
and intricate and requires a common vocabulary for all of the members, so we don’t
really cover it [in the meetings],” Matiasz said,
though he added that some participants do
attend meetings in order to learn more about
Buddhism’s philosophical aspects.
Still, a majority of meeting attendees
aren’t Buddhist, Matiasz noted.
“We consider it a catch-all group for
people interested in the mind that want
a more personal exploration of the mind
than is offered in the sciences,” he said. “It’s
really for that and for people interested in
being healthier, relaxing, de-stressing.”
Matiasz feels that Buddhism is often
neglected or misunderstood by Americans
because of the religion’s relative scarcity in
the Western Hemisphere.
“What bothers me the most is that in a lot
of conversations about religion in our culture, ‘religious’ refers to the three Abrahamic
traditions and the common aspects of those
three,” he said, referring to Christianity, Islam
and Judaism. “So much is lost about very
contemplative traditions like Buddhism and
Jainism when you kind of sweep those under
the rug of that same category.”
Another common misconception,
according to Matiasz, regards the Buddhist
concept of eliminating desire.
“Something I’ve come across multiple
times, that I see so often, is people who think
that Buddhism is about removing desire,” he
said. “That’s a really bad caricature, because
so many people think that even means you
have no desire to help people and that you
turn a blind eye to injustice.”
Instead, Matiasz said, much of Buddhism
entails determining the causes and conditions of both happiness and consumption,
rather than ceasing to seek the former.
“Desiring happiness is absolutely
allowed,” he said.
Though junior Elizabeth Mastors’ interest in religion and philosophy was sparked
in high school, where she studied Buddhism
academically, she was introduced to
Buddhist practice upon arriving at Tufts.
“I went to a Quaker high school, and
they have a similar tradition [to Buddhism]

of sitting in silence,” she said. “For some
people, it’s meditation. For others, it’s more
of a community gathering. I was looking
for a similar community when I got to
Tufts, for a space to collect and reflect.”
Mastors is an active member of the Sangha,
but she doesn’t necessarily consider herself a
Buddhist, just someone who uses the religion’s principles as a source of guidance.
“If someone asked me my religion, I
don’t know that I’d say I’m a Buddhist,”
she said. “It’s just a way for me to maintain
perspective.”
Central to her practice of Buddhism is
the notion of mindfulness, according to
Mastors.
“[Mindfulness] is sort of a very broad
term, but for me it’s about being aware of the
moment. In guided meditation, you’ll hear ‘I
breathe in and I’m aware that I’m breathing
in’ … and a lot of gifts sort of manifest as a
consequence of that awareness,” she said.
Matiasz also emphasized the importance of mindfulness.
“It can be applied to any situation,”
he said. “So many aspects of my daily
life involve mindfulness. My perspective
on meals and consumption has totally
changed. The way I try to interact with
people has totally changed.”
“It’s about feeling compassion for people in place of bitterness or anger,” Mastors
added. “It’s not bad to feel angry or sad, it’s
just important to be aware of those feelings
and what’s causing them.”
Mindfulness doesn’t necessarily gel with
the standard college routine of equal parts
freneticism and slothfulness, but Matiasz
and Mastors both stressed that Buddhist
practice can be squeezed into an otherwise
hectic schedule.
“There’s not much that’s contemplative about a college lifestyle, but obviously
I haven’t been in solitary retreat for the
last five years,” Matiasz said. “You have to
weigh your priorities, so I made the necessary sacrifices to try to meditate regularly
and live in a college environment.”
Mastors echoed Matiasz’s sentiment.
“The college lifestyle for so many people
is just chaotic and stressful and you really
don’t take a step back,” Mastors said. “I
would say that my college experience is
very normal and typical, but the benefit [of
Buddhism] for me has been that I take the
time to be grateful for the things that I’m
doing. I try not to get carried up in things
like finals and grades... For so many people
college is a time for figuring out who you
are and being away from home for the first
time, but I haven’t succumbed to the new
stress and displacement and confusion
that college can induce.”

ello again, readers. Now that
the weather has returned to
more normal temperatures
after a few days of dismal rain,
I can move on and complain about
something else — not that I hadn’t
started doing so already. My complaints
this week may make me seem like I am a
95-year-old grandma, not a 20-year-old
college student, but I’m sure there’s at
least one other person on this campus
who feels the same way I do about loud
music in clothing stores.
Yes, you read right. Loud music in
clothing stores. Loud music in any store,
really, is enough to get to me after only
a few minutes. When I’m getting ready
to go shopping for a new pair of pants,
I don’t generally hope to be rendered
deaf as part of the package. It seems like
most stores these days are out to do just
that — although I’ll admit, it was much
worse when I was a teenager. Stores
directed at pre-teen and teen customers
tend to blast the music and spray the
cologne more liberally than any other
sector of the market. I have a theory
that they just wash all the clothes with
cologne or perfume rather than detergent; you, readers, can form your own
opinion on that matter.
But I digress. Even though most of
the stores I shop in nowadays play
their music at an acceptable “background” level, there are always the odd
few that play it so loud I can barely
think. I believe this is supposed to
be some kind of marketing scheme
— they play music so loudly that you
don’t really pay as much attention to
the clothes you’re trying on, and thus
you end up buying more than you had
originally intended to. It’s sort of like
how they use a certain type of lighting,
and tilt the mirror at a barely discernable angle so that you look better in the
store mirrors than you do in the mirror
at your house. Ever notice that? Yeah,
you’re not alone.
All things considered, though, loud
music generally just makes me want
to exit a store as quickly as humanly
possible. Usually, I don’t end up buying anything. My mom is even worse
— hi, Mom! Of all the times I’ve gone
shopping with her, the most difficult
were certainly during my high school
years when every store I wanted to
shop in was blasting loud music. My
mom doesn’t just turn around and
leave the store though. She gets angry.
The anger slowly escalates until it’s
almost palpable in the air surrounding her. Usually, she tries to have a
conversation with the cashier about
the music, but that conversation never
gets far because the cashier can’t hear
her. Nowadays, she just doesn’t come
into a store if it’s going to be loud. I
used to just shrug off her reaction and
act all embarrassed — what can I say?
We’ve all been annoying and 15 years
old at some point. Nowadays, I admire
and respect her mission to silence — or
at least to dull — the music pouring
out of department store speakers at
excessively loud volumes.
Depending on the mood I’m in on any
given day, or any given shopping trip, I
may even harass the cashier myself.
One of the times I brought myself to do
this, the cashier thanked me for voicing
my concerns. She had been listening to
the same loud music, on a loop, since
she had arrived at work hours earlier
that day.
And that’s when I knew for certain
that I didn’t want to work in retail.
Kaycey Rayder is a junior majoring in
English. She can be reached at Kacey.
Rayder@tufts.edu.

4

The Tufts Daily

advertisement

Tuesday, November 22, 2011

Arts & Living

5

tuftsdaily.com

Restaurant Review

Sweet Cheeks features sweet food,
sour prices
by

Emma Starr

Contributing Writer

As the days become progressively shorter
and colder, there’s nothing like the nostalgia
of a Southern barbecue to warm up your

Sweet Cheeks
1381 Boylston Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02155
(617) 266-1300
$$$
freezing body and taste buds. Tiffani Faison,
a finalist on season one of Bravo’s foodie
reality show, “Top Chef,” offers just that with
her newly opened Sweet Cheeks. With all the
hype surrounding its opening, I was certainly
hoping Sweet Cheeks would merit the somewhat tedious trip to the Fenway area.
It was clear upon arrival that the word had
spread about Faison’s venue. We happened to
be seated almost immediately, but the line of
people waiting for a table behind us seemed
to multiply within a couple of minutes.
If a Texas-style barbecue joint and an
Urban Outfitters had a love child, Sweet
see CHEEKS, page 6

courtesy mike diskin

Sweet Cheeks features tasty but somewhat pricey barbecue fare.

Expect the
unexpected at
‘Harold Night’
by

Zoey Turek

Contributing Writer

friends are willing to do anything to win the
trophy. They cheat and lie to and antagonize
each other in hopes of holding the trophy for
one glorious year.
Though the series charts the competition
from start to finish, episodes tend to center
around the random, outrageous life situations
these six find themselves in.
Leading the group is the “normal” character, Pete Eckhart (Mark Duplass). Pete is
recently divorced and is the most talented
player of the bunch. Managing the league
is his best friend Kevin MacArthur (Stephen
Rannazzisi), a married father. Having succumbed to the habits of marital life, he often
finds himself in need of his wife, Jenny (Katie
Aselton), to help run his team.
The show’s primary antagonist is a successful and arrogant lawyer named Rodney Ruxin
(Nick Kroll), who leads the charge of insults
against the constantly bullied plastic surgeon,
Andre Nowzik (Paul Scheer). Rounding out the
group is the only friend who does not actually
care about the League — Taco MacArthur (Jon
Lajoie), a drug-using and womanizing musician whose endless investment opportunities
seem to lead to nothing but trouble.
Whether or not the premise of fantasy

Forget anything you ever knew
about improv. ImprovBoston’s
curiously named “Harold Night”
is a wild roller coaster of laughs
guaranteed to tickle even the most
stubborn of funny bones. Due to
the spontaneous nature of improv,
you’re guaranteed a fresh new show
each week, and with Harold Night’s
ever-changing lineup of troupes,
there’s no way you’ll be bored.
“Harold Night” is not your typical improv show. The name comes
from the style of improv performed
in the show, namely long-form
improv. Actress Rachel Klein of
BearCats — a female improv troupe
named after a slang term for a
strong, independent woman from
the ’20s to ’40s — actually prefers
long-form to other shorter, more
chaotic skits.
“[I] love what [I] do, which is the
Harold, where you get one suggestion and just riff off of it for a half an
hour. That’s my favorite thing, doing
long-form,” Klein told the Daily.
You might think it’s hard to work
off of one idea for such a long time,
but that one seed of an idea grows
and transforms over the half hour,
lending show’s end a completely
different feel from its beginning.
“I really like the long-form scenic
nature of [Harold Night],” Michelle
McNulty, who performs with the
troupe Rich Uncle, told the Daily.
But what happens if an actor
gets stuck in the middle of a skit?
Klein explained that freezing is
rarely an issue. “There’s always
someone up there with you. If I
stand there, they’ll say something
and then they’ll get me going
again,” she said.
This group — or, rather, troupe
— dynamic is a key difference
between improv and stand-up comedy, and for Klein, there’s strength
in numbers. “[Stand-up] is scarier

see LEAGUE, page 6

see IMPROV, page 6

Ray Mickshaw/FX

Nick Kroll plays Rodney Ruxin, just one of the rowdy characters that make ‘The League’ a
refreshingly bawdy sitcom.

TV Review

FX sitcom is a ‘League’
above the rest
by

Alex Hanno

Daily Staff Writer

As prominent sitcoms such as “The Office”
and “Two and a Half Men” wave goodbye
to their heydays, where should audiences
turn for doses of lighthearted television comedy? Though shows like “Modern Family” and
“New Girl” are on the rise, viewers seeking

The League
Starring Matt Duplass, Nick Kroll,
Katie Aselton and Paul Scheer.
Airs Thursdays at 10:30 p.m. on FX
more original and less family-friendly entertainment might want to check out FX, which
hosts one of the funniest programs TV has
seen in years: “The League.”
For those not in the know, “The League” follows six best friends, all in their mid-thirties, as
they plod through their unfulfilling daily lives.
The one thing that each of them looks forward
to is their yearly fantasy football league, in
which — in a trash talk-filled display of each
trying to outperform the other — the men
try to win the glorified “Shiva Bowl.” These

Alexandria Chu | Hit Li(s)t

Cultural
overlap

S

ome of the best stories haven’t been
published recently. In fact, some
haven’t even been published by
their original authors, in the truest
sense of the word. This week, let’s look at
word-of-mouth myths.
Authors: Edith Hamilton, Florence Sakade
and Yoshisuke Kurosaki
Titles: “Mythology” (1940) and “Japanese
Children’s Favorite Stories” (1953)
Number of Pages: 497 in “Mythology” and
112 in “Japanese Children’s Favorite Stories”
But wait, there’s more: Myths from anywhere and Aesop’s Fables (6th century B.C.)
Myths are part of almost every aspect of
academia. There are critiques of them in the
field of psychology through research on our
collective consciousness. There’s dissection
of them in an English literature sense, with
Joseph Campbell’s concept of the Hero’s
Journey. And there’s even a whole department on campus devoted to the ancient
Mediterranean world and their myths — the
Classics Department.
I find folktales utterly fascinating. There
are always unique differentiations between
cultures — little specifications here and
there. Take some cultures’ use of boats and
others’ of canoes, for example. But, what is
most striking when reading different fables
are the commonalities between them.
There’s love and war, power and weakness;
these are the magical elements that capture
the spirit and faith of all civilizations.
Two of my favorite books on myth include
both Western and Eastern lore. The critically
acclaimed “Mythology” depicts Greek, Roman
and Norse myths. Hamilton’s book is a seminal text on the world of classics, and is often
used in classes. But it’s not like any other boring textbook, I assure you. It’s an easily understood and breezy introduction to Greek gods,
creation and tales of love and adventure. It
includes stories such as “Jason and the Golden
Fleece,” stories of heroes before and during
the Trojan War and much more.
Hamilton herself is considered the greatest female classicist. Born in Germany, her
father inspired her to study classics as well
as Latin, French, German and Greek at the
age of seven. After completing college, she
toured Europe and studied in Germany. She
faced considerable gender inequality and
had to fight to be in classes as well as earn
her doctorate. And yet, she still endeavored
to capture the spirit of the Mediterranean
world in her 10 books.
On the other side of the world, my other
highlighted work captures 20 of the most popular Japanese children’s stories. Passed down
from generation to generation, important ideals of hard work and kindness are relevant in
any time and place. The authors, Kurosaki and
Sakade, have arranged four books on Japanese
folktales, including a sequel to “Japanese
Children’s Favorite Stories.”
Some of my favorite stories from these
books include the journey of troubled souls
and underdogs. In “Mythology,” Hamilton
tracks the life of Hercules, who although
born of gods, is nearly killed by Hera as a
baby. After being driven mad by Hera, he
kills his own wife and children and thus, sets
out to redeem himself through 12 labors.
Meanwhile, in Japan, there is Issun-Boushi,
or One-Inch Boy. Sent by heaven to an old
childless couple, he was literally 1 inch tall
when born and was often ridiculed. However,
despite his small stature, he became a warrior and protected many innocent people.
Why are children’s stories and myths relevant to us? As young adults, we are eager to
learn about the diverse world and to find our
place in it. What better way than to read the
stories of civilizations past? And, there are
always more fun options to explore in this
category. From the Mediterranean to Japan
— from the Middle East’s “One Thousand
and One Nights” to Africa’s “Anansi the
Spider” to China’s “Mulan” to Aesop’s Fables,
to Grimm’s Fairy Tales — the list of possibilities is endless.
Alexandria Chu is a junior majoring in
English. She can be reached at Alexandria.
Chu@tufts.edu.
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New restaurant
serves costly
barbecue fare
CHEEKS

continued from page 5

Courtesy Ben Snitkoff

Spontaneity and unexpected twists make ‘Harold Night’ at ImprovBoston worth the trip.

ImprovBoston’s ‘Harold Night’ draws out laughs
IMPROV

continued from page 5

to me than making everything up as you
go along with a bunch of other people,”
she said.
The interactions between these improv
actors are truly wonderful to behold. These
funnymen and women have to be ready for
anything thrown at them, with the added
challenge of keeping a straight face through
the entire skit. One of the most basic rules
of improv is to always say “yes” in order
to keep the skit alive, which is sometimes
hard for actors. There’s immense potential
for conflict, but a good improv actor will be
able to roll with the punches and come up
with a hilarious skit.
Klein’s tips for those looking to brush
up on their improv skills? Practice, practice, practice. “We [BearCats] rehearse every
week. We just practice working together and
doing the structures, but then we get up
there, it’s improvised,” Klein said. She added
that, during practice, the troupe dynamic
becomes very important, and it’s crucial to
know what kind of skit a troupe member is
more likely to build.
Even when things don’t go according
to “plan,” there is always the possibility
for laughs with improv comedy. McNulty
recounted a story from before her
ImprovBoston days that seems to prove
the “rule of threes” — a writing trope in
which things that come in threes are funnier or more satisfying — and the value
of the unplanned nature of improv. Spray
bottle in hand, McNulty stepped into an
“elevator” onstage — and into a high point
in her career.
“I walked in to be the third person [in

Ben Snitkoff/ImprovBoston

The team dynamic is crucial to ‘Harold Night’s’ comedic success.
the elevator], but instead of pressing the
button I fixed my hair. The person with
the spray bottle insulted me, so I grabbed
the bottle from him and shot him in the
eye instead and the audience went nuts.
To this day that might be the best laugh
I’ve ever gotten onstage.”

Harold Night runs almost every
Thursday night at ImprovBoston’s main
theater at 40 Prospect Street off of Central
Square, with shows at 8 and 10 p.m.
ImprovBoston’s next session is starting
soon. More information can be found at
ImprovBoston.com.

Originality sets ‘The League’ apart
LEAGUE

continued from page 5

football appeals to you, “The League” is
a show worth watching. Viewers do not
need to know anything about football to
actually enjoy this show. Focusing more
on constant rivalry and well-placed insults
than anything else, the sitcom is like a
more realistic, all-male, coarser version of
“Friends” (1994-2004).
With episodes revolving around Taco’s
quest to capture someone’s “vinegar
strokes” on camera, to the group attempting to film a porno in Andre’s house to get
back at him, there is no telling where and
how far this show will go.
Unlike many of the sitcoms on TV today,
“The League” is semi-improvised. Instead
of feeling like an overly scripted, predictable half-hour, it more often feels like you
are watching a group of close friends kill
Ray Mickshaw/FX an afternoon at the local bar while poking
‘The League’ thrives off a spontaneous group dynamic fun at one another. It is witty and quick,
and the main characters have such amazcreated through a semi-improvisational script.

ing onscreen chemistry that you can’t help
but believe they really are best friends.
One of the show’s strengths comes in
the form of its vulgarity. Realizing that real
life is not limited to the things you can
say or do on broadcast TV, FX pushes the
limits with this show, allowing swears and
constant sexual innuendo to seep into the
program. Though this could be abused
and hypothetically ruin the show, the vulgarity to date is well placed and appropriately used, allowing a more mature audience to enjoy something equivalent to a
well-made, R-rated comedy on television.
An influx of talent, from regulars to
guest stars, elevates the comedic caliber
of the program. Though “The League”
has featured a slew of NFL stars, comedians like Seth Rogen and Jeff Goldblum
have graced its screen as well. Anyone
familiar with Jon Lajoie will certainly
enjoy his role on the show. A musician/
comedian in real life, Lajoie adds his
music to the series, often singing his

Cheeks would be their succulent yet
shamelessly hip progeny. Darkly lit and
decorated with strings of overhanging white lights, the decor gives the
artificial appearance of a nighttime
picnic. However, that picnic is also
complete with a slew of stylish waitresses in black-rimmed glasses, about
10 flatscreen TVs all broadcasting different sporting events and a perplexingly huge photograph of an elderly
man enjoying a meal at a nondescript
diner. Though Sweet Cheeks might not
provide a so-called authentic Southern
barbecue experience, apart from the
TVs, it definitely has charm.
The menu features a wide variety of
classic comfort foods: macaroni and
cheese, hushpuppies, Texas-style ribs,
pulled pork, brisket and more. The
meats can be ordered either in a sandwich or on a tray.
We opted to try the fried green tomatoes as an appetizer. It never fails to
shock and impress me how almost
any seemingly healthy food can be
improved with the help of a little hot
oil. The tomatoes were crisp, not overly
greasy and served with a deliciously
tangy mayo-based dipping sauce.
The online Yelp community grumbled about small portion sizes, but a
friend and I split the pulled pork tray,
intended for one, with very little trouble.
For $17, which seems a little steep, you
do actually get quite a lot of bang for
your buck. The tray comes with pulled
pork, Texas-style toast — which I could
not differentiate from two regular slices
of white bread — a choice of a “hotscoop” and a choice of a “cold-scoop.”
We settled on a “hot-scoop” of barbecue baked beans and a “cold-scoop” of
the raisin-carrot salad.
The pulled pork was perfectly
cooked and served without any sauce.
While I understand that the minimal
sauce addition maintains the integrity
of the pork’s flavor, I elected to dowse
it in all three of their homemade chili
sauces. The beans were well cooked
but surprisingly tasteless, though this
dilemma, too, was solved with a few
splashes of chili sauce.
The raisin-carrot salad, which I was
expecting to be a simple pile of, well,
raisins and carrots, actually proved to
be the most flavorful part of the meal.
Topped with generous amounts of bleu
cheese, the vinegary dressing really complemented the sweetness of the raisins.
All in all the food was quite enjoyable.
Though Sweet Cheeks served up
some pretty delicious barbecue, the
steep prices and inconvenient location would definitely keep me from
coming back, especially with Davis
Square’s own Redbones so close to
campus. However, if you ever have a
few extra bucks and are in the Fenway
area, Sweet Cheeks definitely provides
a satisfying and pleasant meal.

own material or writing original, crude
and humorous songs for episodes.
From its start, “The League” has been
a show that knows and appeals to its fan
base. Long-time fans will realize “The
League’s” reciprocated loyalty; each episode harkens back to others in the form
of recurring jokes or references, rewarding
regular viewers for their devotion.
This loyal fanbase needs to be built
up in order to keep the show running.
Despite not being known for drawing in
many viewers — it is a cable television
show, after all — “The League” is well
worth watching.
Not only does the show’s original plot
break from the stilted structures of classic
sitcoms, but “The League” also successfully goes further than most comedies can or
are willing to go. Add in the semi-improvisational acting “The League” is known for,
and the result is a mature but humorous
show that is arguably more hilarious than
anything else currently on TV.

The Tufts Daily

Tuesday, November 22, 2011

7

Comics

Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

by

Wiley

Monday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Waking up from a food coma at 2 a.m. to go shopping

Late Night at the Daily
Monday’s Solution

Andrew: “Don’t worry, I’ll just observe and tell
you what you’re doing wrong.”
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UC Davis police acted improperly

Carter W. Rogers
Editor-in-Chief

Editorial | Letters

Responses to the Occupy movement
have varied from community to community, with some protesters facing
harsher crackdowns than others. One
college campus that witnessed one such
crackdown is the University of California
(UC), Davis.
Yesterday, the chancellor of UC Davis,
Linda P.B. Katehi, announced that she
is placing campus police chief Annette
Spicuzza on administrative leave two
days after campus police used pepper
spray to disperse a group of protesters.
A video of the scene has gone viral,
depicting a police officer stepping over
a line of students seated on the ground
with arms linked. He holds up a can of
pepper spray, shakes it and walks up and
down the line, dousing the students in it.
The students don’t move, and then multiple police officers step in to physically
drag the students apart.
The ensuing firestorm of controversy has been immediate, intense and
justified. According to Associate Vice
Chancellor for Communications Mitchel

Benson, the university has been inundated with so many messages that the
servers crashed. Many messages were
from outraged alumni, pledging to stop
donating.
As far as Katehi’s handling of the situation, she has placed two officers on
leave with pay pending an inquiry, as
well as putting the chief on administrative leave.
Higher powers have started responding as well, as UC president Mark Yudof is
convening chancellors of all ten schools
to discuss “proportional law enforcement response to nonviolent protest.”
The Davis Faculty Association has gone
a step further, openly demanding that
Katehi resign and that “chancellors of
the University of California cease using
police violence to repress nonviolent
political protests.”
Despite stating that she takes “full
responsibility for the incident,” Katehi
refused to resign.
This was not the first time police officers have used excessive force to break

up Occupy protestors. No matter what
one thinks of the actions or goals of the
movement, it is difficult to deny that
responses have been unduly harsh in
some quarters.
In this case, the actions of the UC
Davis police force were nothing short
of police brutality. Spicuzza’s desperate
attempt to spin the situation, claiming
that the students had “cut the officers
off from their support,” is thoroughly
debunked by the first ten seconds of
the video. The police officer walks up
to the line and easily steps over it to get
in front of the protesters so he can aim
pepper spray at their faces. The pepper
spraying was unprovoked and inexcusable.
The investigation into the UC Davis
incident should begin soon, as Katehi
was scheduled to put together a task
force Monday. Any task force that fails
to find that the officers’ conduct was
unnecessarily vicious should watch that
video again and see who was carrying
out the violence.
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Off the Hill | University of Maine

Assad can make amends by promoting
democracy in Syria

by

Ryan Campbell

The Maine Campus

On Nov. 12, the Arab League voted to
suspend Syria from further involvement
with the Arab-state coalition until the
bloodshed soaking the country ceases.
Just days after the announcement, King
Abdullah II of Jordan called for Syrian
president Bashar al-Assad to step down.
“Whenever you exert violence on your
own people, it is never going to end
well,” Abdullah said, the first Arab leader
to call for Assad’s resignation.
There is no doubt that Assad’s violence against his own people is an
atrocious act against humanity, but
is the immediate resignation of Assad
the best option for Syria and the rest
of the Arab world?
Assad has to be removed from power
— but a quick transition of power is
not in Syria’s best interest, especially if
those dying are doing so in the name of
democracy and transparency.
As we’ve seen in the cases of Iraq and
Afghanistan, democracy can take a lot of
time to implement. It’s not just a system
of elections; democracy requires an entire

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

shifting of the national thought process.
Yes, elections are necessary, but they’re
not sufficient. Institutions need to be put
in place, the market economy needs to
be redefined and corruption needs to be
erased. All these things take time, and
a quick replacement of Assad doesn’t
ensure that Syrians will be better off.
While the majority of the population
in Syria is Sunni, there is still a significant population of Shiites, namely
President Assad himself, as well as millions of Iraqi refugees.
Iran, a Shiite-dominant country and
home for Shiite terrorist groups such as
Hezbollah, will undoubtedly lobby for
Assad to stay in power. In the instance
he is ousted, Hezbollah and Iran will
probably do whatever it takes to maintain their influence in the region.
Any skeptic of religion’s role in the
matter should look at the Arab League
voting results.
All but three countries voted for Syria’s
suspension: Lebanon, which is run by
the terrorist group Hezbollah; Yemen,
which has close ties to Iran and is nearly 50 percent Shiite; and Iraq, which
abstained from the vote (most likely for

the reasons mentioned above).
If anything, Assad’s refusal to step
down is giving appropriate and muchneeded time for his opposition to centralize itself.
While Assad’s resignation remains
unlikely, concessions might be a more
viable option, especially in light of
Turkey’s call for Assad’s resignation.
Turkey, currently supplying Syria with
power, has threatened to cut them off.
Contrary to what the media and some
international organizations have been
saying, Assad does have a place in Syria
and is a necessary part for the country’s
transition to democracy.
Assad needs to open up the floor to
dialogue and create a committee dedicated to a new constitution and election
policies. I’m sure Assad would like to live
peacefully in Syria to a ripe age, but at
this rate, Assad’s fate will be similar to
that of Mubarak, or even Gadhafi.
History will remember Assad as the
stubborn tyrant who killed 3,500 of his
own people, but he still has the opportunity to save face and show the world that
democracy can exist in the Middle East.
The time for amends is now.
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should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
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The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.
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Our first president, an unintentional literary pirate?
by

Diane Wegge

In the summer of 1790, roughly a
year after George Washington became
the first president of the United States,
he and Thomas Jefferson hit the now
proverbial campaign trail to garner support for the Bill of Rights. On August 18,
1790, Washington arrived in Newport,
Rhode Island, where he was greeted
by Moses Seixas, warden of the local
Hebrew Congregation, who wrote to
the president, “we now … behold … a
Government erected by the Majesty of
the People — a Government which to
bigotry gives no sanction, to persecution
no assistance … deeming every one, of
whatever Nation, tongue, or language,
equal parts of the great governmental
machine.” Washington’s warm reply to
Seixas’ letter would later become known
as “Letter to the Touro Synagogue” and
would become a model of religious tolerance for posterity.
But, have you ever heard of Moses
Seixas? I hadn’t until reading about
him in my American literature to 1855
class this semester. Did you know that
Washington’s famed “Letter to the Touro
Synagogue” was really an echo of Seixas’
words and ideas, and the most hailed
passage from the letter, which speaks of
allowing “to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance,” was actually borrowed from Seixas’ original letter to the
president? I’d be willing to bet that if you
stopped 10 random people on the street,

Off the Hill | University of Virginia

by

David Rabinowitz
Cavalier Daily

The Apple iPod recently celebrated
its 10th birthday, and after a decade
of being on the market, the iPod line
is still going strong. The fact that it
is far and away the best selling MP3
player of all time is proof that no
other device has been able to match
its design, intuitive controls and ease
of use.
On Oct. 23, 2001, the late Steve
Jobs declared, “With iPod, Apple has
invented a whole new category of
digital music player that lets you put
your entire music collection in your
pocket and listen to it wherever you
go. With iPod, listening to music will
never be the same again.” As was
often the case, Jobs was more correct
than anybody could have imagined.
The iPod was the first of numerous
‘iDevices’ Apple has launched during
the past few years. Every gadget Apple
has made which has been influenced
by the iPod has received rave reviews
and critical acclaim. The influence of
the device can easily be seen in the

many of them wouldn’t have a clue either.
This is precisely why I’m interested.
My goal is not to disrespect or attack
Washington. The president’s reply was
cordial, and the language he used that
echoed Seixas’ words conveys a message
of compassion and solidarity. What I’d
like to discuss here is this: How is history
constructed? What gets saved in our cultural memory, and what does not? Who
gets to speak, and who does not?
To be fair, as Washington was the first
president of the United States, particular
attention should be paid to preserving
his writings. But also consider this: What
sort of a history is being constructed if we
emphasize and preserve only the voices
of privilege and power? Fortunately, a
de-centering of the white male subject in
literature of the postmodern era has provided a stage for others, such as Seixas, to
be heard.
Furthermore, there is a bit of irony
about “persecution” in the context of
Washington’s letter to Seixas. The words,
“to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no
assistance,” really resonated in my mind
as hypocrisy. In the year 1799, nearly nine
years after he wrote to Seixas condemning persecution, Washington created a
slave list as a part of his will, in which
he counted 317 slaves under his possession at Mount Vernon. I wonder what the
president’s slaves would have said about
his famous words, if given the opportunity to speak.
Additionally, we need to ask: While

the idea of religious tolerance is a foregrounding concern in Washington’s letter
to Seixas, was this idea actually practiced?
Again, my goal here isn’t to rip the president’s words to shreds but merely get us
thinking about what is preserved in our
history. While Washington’s words served
to soothe Seixas and assure him that the
Jewish community would be safe under
the government of the United States, did
Washington actually embrace religious
tolerance, or was it only in a monotheistic sense?
Consider the “plan of civilization,”
in which the federal government of the
United States under the leadership of
Washington set out to assert hegemony over Native Americans, encouraging
them to adopt Christianity and forsake
their own cultures. This isn’t exactly a
shining example of tolerance. I just think
it is worthwhile to consider actions and
not just the words written in “Letter to
the Touro Synagogue.”
Too often we see a narration of the past
told though the eyes of an individual or a
small group of individuals. I’m interested
in the complete story. As we try to glean
meaning from history, it is imperative
that we examine the past and the status quo through a historiographical lens,
always considering whose voice we are
hearing and who is silent.
Diane Wegge is a sophomore majoring
in English.

iPod nation
design of the iPhone, iPad and the
multiple types of iPods currently on
the market.
The massive success of the iPod
changed the fate of Apple. Before its
introduction, Apple was known for
the Mac line of computers. Now, it’s
questionable whether the Mac or
the iPod has better brand recognition. The Macintosh operating system
has been growing in popularity in
recent years, and it’s probable that the
increasing market shares are thanks to
the immense success of the iPod. As
Macworld.com puts it, the iPod has a
“halo effect” on the Macintosh operating system and other Apple products,
wherein people purchase other Apple
products because they have had such
a positive experience with the iPod.
One of the iPod’s greatest effects
was that it forced people to become
comfortable with digital music. In the
early 2000s, before iPods and other
electronic music devices became
widespread, most people purchased
whole albums on CDs at local electronics stores. iTunes, which was the
first online music store to break into

the mainstream, owes its early success to its close integration with the
iPod. To this day, the only supported
way to sync music, photos, videos,
apps, podcasts and other content to
an iDevice is by using iTunes. The
application also changed the dynamics of how music is bought and sold by
allowing consumers to purchase just
the songs they want instead of entire
albums.
The iPod has also created entirely
new industries. The mobile app was
born from the introduction of the
iPhone and iPod touch. The thousands of individuals and companies
who now make a living from developing and selling apps in the Apple App
Store owe a debt of gratitude to Steve
Jobs and the iPod team.
Whether the stand-alone iPod has a
future now that media-playing functionality is being built into other
Apple gadgets like the iPhone and
iPad is debatable. Even if Apple no
longer sells it after another decade,
the effects of the device on the music
and consumer electronic industries
will always be remembered.

ith the smell of turducken and
gravy still hanging in the air, my
aunts and uncles rapidly replace
the half-eaten pies and cakes with circulars
and print-out coupons, preparing for the
onslaught of tomorrow morning. Monopoly,
touch football, and our annual viewing of
“The Polar Express” (2004) can wait, because
now, on this hallowed night, we save. My
family refers to this day not as Thanksgiving,
but rather as Black Friday Eve.
This Friday, some of my aunts will wake
up at 5 a.m. and hit the outlet stores with
Blitzkrieg-like force, while the more faint of
heart will remain in pumpkin pie-induced
comas. A shopping SWAT team armed with
coupons and Christmas lists, this elite force
will not stop until their cars bulge with the
splendors of victory: two-for-one blenders,
half-price Xboxes and that Callaway driver
that Uncle Neil realized he wanted the day
after last Christmas.
Black Friday truly is an experience; on
no other day do we so spectacularly celebrate capitalism. Black Friday accounts for
more than $10 billion in spending every
year. Though we don’t often associate lines
at Target with the stock market, Black Friday
is a proven indicator of economic strength.
Over the past few weeks, the United States
has enjoyed a myriad of positive economic indicators; earnings season was (for the
most part) stellar, gross domestic product
growth and consumer spending estimates
beat expectations and the jobless rate has
started to flatten out and even fall.
Sadly, it seems that for every positive
uptick in the United States, Europe experiences another major macroeconomic
disaster. The S&P 500 has not held on to its
October highs, and investors and analysts
agree that the current market’s vicious volatility is here to stay, due in large part to the
Eurozone news cycle. The U.S. economy is
in recovery mode but Europe keeps checking our progress.
This is why Black Friday is so important.
Numbers and estimates can only go so far
when forecasting the state of the economy,
and no economic indicator is more concrete
than the lengths of shopping lines. Barring
the violence that has plagued more recent
Black Fridays, I firmly believe that this Friday
will mark a clear turning point in our economic recovery and prove just how well our
economy is doing.
If, however, the MacDonald clan finds
empty parking lots and short checkout lines
on Friday morning, our road to economic
stability will be that much rockier. The truth
is, the average American doesn’t really care
that Italy formed a new government last
week, and Wall Street doesn’t either. They
care about the most basic microeconomic
concepts: Should I buy that new microwave?
Can I afford it? What is my marginal benefit?
If the American consumer spends freely this
Black Friday, our economy will have proved
that it is above Eurozone uncertainty.
Our economy, for better or worse, needs
Black Friday. It begins the holiday shopping season with an impressive bang and
jumpstarts the most important month in
consumer sales. Black Friday is economic
stimulus in its purest form. It gets people
spending and gets stores selling. Like most
economic concepts, however, it relies on
the effect of the masses. Having thousands
of people packed into a Macy’s adds the
frenzied “I have to buy this now” feeling that
inspires impulse purchases.
The truth is, you don’t need a new microwave. If your current one works, don’t buy
a new one. But, if you can, spend some of
your hard-earned JumboCash this Friday,
and prove that Italy’s debt crisis should not
and does not have an effect on the United
States. Just watch out for my family if you’re
on Long Island; we’re not afraid to throw a
little elbow.

Walt Laws-MacDonald is a freshman who has
not yet declared a major. He can be reached at
Walt.Laws_MacDonald@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.

The Tufts Daily

10
Wanted

Wanted

$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge location.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com

Admin/Assistant Clerk Needed.
Responsibilities include taking
messages, preparing reports. Must
be dependable, hard working, and
self motivating. Inquiring applicants should reply to rullmanjoboffer@hotmail.com.
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Housing
College Ave, 2nd & 3rd floor, 5
Bedroom, Large & Sunny rooms,
walk-in closets. Large Kitchen,
appliances included dishwasher,
fridge, ect.- Parking in Driveway,
recently updated. $2850.00 Avail
6/1/12-5/21/13 Call Debra Martell781 937 3252

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Dam-it: Jumbos suffer frustrating loss to No. 7 Beavers
Blowout loss to Whitman caps rough weekend
by

Ethan Sturm

Daily Editorial Board

Twenty minutes into the season,
everything was going right for the
women’s basketball team. Their fastWOMEN’S BASKETBALL
(0-2, 0-0 NESCAC)
at Williamstown, Mass., Sunday
Tufts
Whitman

27 24
33 37

— 51
— 70

at Williamstown, Mass., Saturday
Tufts
Babson

39 25
30 43

— 64
— 73

paced offense had put up 39 points,
and they led No. 7 Babson by nine at
the break.
But the Jumbos couldn’t sustain
it, losing the lead in the second half
and eventually falling, 73-64. The
team struggled to bounce back the
following day, losing 70-51 to an
unspectacular Whitman College to
complete a disappointing opening
weekend.
Facing off against a Babson
team that included two d3hoops.
com pre-season All-American post
players, Tufts came out looking
to exploit their advantage at the
guard position and to run the ball
up and down the court. With the
energy of a team just beginning
its season, the Jumbos did just
that. Freshman point guard Kelsey
Morehead finished the first half
with 11 points, while senior guard
Tiffany Kornegay added nine to go
with three steals. Up 15-14, Tufts
went on a 22-11 run that included
three-pointers from four different
players and left them up 12 with
just three minutes left in the half.
“Our energy was extremely high,”
Kornegay said. “We came out so
strong and aggressive on defense,
we attacked on offense, and we got
a lot of transition points. They’d put
up a shot, we’d get the rebound and
we’d just fly and have people driving
or on the perimeter ready to catch
and shoot. Babson just didn’t have
an answer for it in the first half.”
But in the second half, the Jumbos
struggled to maintain the fire that
had fueled them to their sizable
lead. The Beavers took advantage,
putting together a 14-6 run in the

Daily File Photo

Senior Tiffany Kornegay posted a team-high 22 points and eight steals over the Jumbos’ first two games.
first five and a half minutes, largely
by pounding the ball inside to one
of their preseason All-Americans,
junior Sarah Collins. After a pair of
threes from freshman Erin Young,
Babson had all but erased Tufts’
lead, cutting the score to 45-44.
“Our energy dropped a little bit,
and we just weren’t hitting as many
shots,” senior forward Kate Barnosky
said. “I think our mental toughness
isn’t quite there yet, but I think it will
be there later in the season.”
From there the game became a
back-and-forth battle, with neither
team capable of building up a lead
larger than four points for the next
10 minutes. But after coming within
three with just under four minutes
to go, the Jumbos shot just 1-for-6
from the field while turning the ball
over twice in their next six possessions. This allowed the Beavers to
build up an 11-point lead that all but
iced the game, securing a victory for
the ranked side.
“I think in the end it’s going to
work out to our benefit that we don’t
have just one key player but instead
have a lot of options and we can just

see who’s having the best game,”
Barnosky said of her team’s offense
down the stretch.
Though it was a tough loss to
swallow for the Jumbos, there were
definite positives to be taken from
such a strong effort.
“We’re going to play teams with
posts that strong,” Kornegay said.
“Just to know that we only lost by
nine to a team ranked fifth in the
country shows that we are better
than what other teams expect. It was
still a loss, but for our first game, I
don’t think it was the worst.”
Kornegay led the Jumbos with
17 points on the night, also contributing seven rebounds and three
steals. The Beavers had both of their
All-American caliber players put
up double-doubles: Collins had 18
points and 14 boards while senior
Nicki Wurdeman had a game-high
21 points and 10 rebounds.
“I came out fired up, just ready to
go out there and get to it, and I think
a lot of my energy transferred over to
my teammates,” Kornegay said.
Just 15 hours after the end of the
Babson contest, Tufts was on the

Awards

Rand named cross country All-American
Junior Matt Rand earned All-American
honors this weekend at the cross country
NCAA Championships on Saturday, where
the Jumbos finished ninth out of 32 teams.
Rand ran a personal best of 24:36 at
Lake Breeze Golf Course in Winneconne,
Wisc., the best time of any Jumbo and
for 19th overall. The top 35 finishers earn
All-American honors. This marked Rand’s
first national cross country recognition,
though he had previously been named an
All-American in track and field.
Hockey, swimming bring home hardware on opening weekend
Two Tufts athletes earned NESCAC
Player of the Week honors in their first
contests of the winter season: senior goalkeeper Scott Barchard from the ice hockey team and sophomore Drew Berman
from the men’s swimming squad.

Barchard, who missed most of last season
with an ankle injury, looks to be back in form
after two stellar performances this weekend.
He stopped 57 of the 60 shots he faced and
put up a 1.50 goals against average in two
Tufts wins — 3-2 over Wesleyan and 4-1
over Trinity. Barchard’s stout defense helped
the Jumbos jump out to a 2-0 start for the
first time in the NESCAC era.
Berman was recognized for his performances in Tufts’ tri-meet at Middlebury
with Conn. College, and at home against
Keene State. At Middlebury, Berman won
both the 200-meter breaststroke and
individual medley events. The next day
against Keene State, he touched the wall
first in the 200-meter breaststroke again,
and added another victory in the 200meter butterfly.
— by Ben Kochman

court again to take on Whitman
College, a school from Walla Walla,
Wash., that specializes in guard
play. The Jumbos did not come out
with the same energy that they had
shown against the Beavers, and after
keeping close for much of the first
half, they let the Missionaries jump
out in front, taking a six-point lead
into the half.
Much like Saturday, Tufts looked
flat coming out of the locker room.
After Barnosky hit a jump shot
to pull the Jumbos to within four
points, they failed to make a field
goal for over five minutes. Whitman
capitalized, scoring 10 straight
points to take a commanding 43-29
lead. Tufts managed to narrow the
margin back down to seven with
just under 10 minutes to play, but
then went cold again, allowing a
13-3 run for the Missionaries over
more than four minutes that put the
game away; the Jumbos never cut
the lead down to single digits the
rest of the way.
“We didn’t have the same energy that we brought to the Babson
game,” Barnosky said. “We had

a bit of the first weekend jitters
to get off our chest, and we just
weren’t all there.”
Whitman got contributions from
all over the court on Sunday, with
seven players amassing at least
six points. Junior Collier Clegg led
Tufts in scoring, totaling 13 points
while shooting 4-of-7 from beyond
the arc. Barnosky also looked more
comfortable in her second game
back from injury, adding nine
points and eight rebounds.
One of the high points this weekend was the Jumbos’ Class of 2015.
Morehead had a strong performance Saturday, finishing with 15
points, two assists and two steals.
She also looked comfortable running the offense as the point guard
in both games, a tall task for a firstyear player, while leading the team
in minutes played.
“It’s not easy coming in as a freshman and playing point guard,”
Kornegay said. “She held her own
and she controlled the floor well.
She was confident in herself, and
me and her fed off of each other.”
Fellow freshman Hayley Kanner
had an equally impressive showing the following day against
Whitman, taking advantage of their
weak post players to finish with 12
points and seven rebounds. As the
tallest player on the Jumbos roster
by three inches, continued strong
play from Kanner could be vital
down the road.
“Hayley is our biggest post, and
she made some big time moves,”
Barnosky said. “It was great to
see bursts of greatness from both
[Kanner and Morehead].”
After a disappointing weekend,
the Jumbos know how important the coming week will be. On
Tuesday, Tufts’ hosts Colby-Sawyer,
who they have beaten handily every
year since beginning a series with
them during the 2007-2008 season.
A loss would give them their first
three-game losing streak within one
season since 2006-2007.
“We need to bounce back,”
Barnosky said. “This weekend
was tough, but we had some good
moments, and we can look back
at our strengths and weaknesses from the weekend and learn.
We can definitely bounce back
and win on Tuesday, because we
learned on Saturday that we can
hang with the best.”

Jumbos poised for further improvement
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
continued from page 12

with 172 points and three All-Americans
of its own. Washington University, SUNY
Geneseo and host Wisconsin-Oshkosh
rounded out the top five.
The top individual performer was St.
Thomas’ senior Ben Sathre, who ran much
of the race out front by himself and crossed
the line in 23:44.
The New England region stacked up well
against the rest of the nation this weekend, with all five schools placing in the
top 15 out of 32 teams. Williams was the
first New England squad to finish, earning
sixth with 278 points, 16 ahead of Bates
in seventh. Tufts was third among New
England schools, a significant improvement from fifth at the regional and NESCAC
Championships.
“We were highly motivated after a bad
showing at NESCACs and New England,”
Rand said. “We knew we had underperformed at both of those, but a bid to nation-

als was a new life and everyone was really
excited and focused to turn the season
around, and we all ran tough and smart
races when it mattered.”
Middlebury and Bowdoin rounded off
the region, finishing in 13th and 15th,
respectively. Bowdoin’s Horowitz was the
first New England runner across the line
in 11th; Rand was the region’s second.
New England schools produced five combined All-Americans after being shut-out
a year ago, showing the depth of the
region this year.
With all five of the scorers and six of
the top seven returning next fall, the
young Jumbos squad holds considerable
potential.
“It’s a great sign for the future,” Rand said.
“The four sophomores in our varsity will
improve a lot, and Kyle and I will look to
improve and have a solid senior year, and
we certainly expect to get back to nationals and go for a top-five finish next year or
higher.”
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WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

Jumbos place 20th at NCAA Championships
by

Connor Rose

Senior Staff Writer

The women’s cross country team
saved their best team race for last, capping off their season with a 20th- place
finish out of 32 teams at the Div. III NCAA
Championship, hosted by WisconsinOshkosh on Saturday. With a tight pack
throughout the chaotic and fast race,
the Jumbos were able to better their
seed by one place.
The course at Lake Breeze Golf Club
in Winneconne, Wis., had all the features of a very fast course. The ground
was flat and solid, making for good
footing around the wide turns and open
straights. With the best cross country
runners in the nation suiting up, the
going was hectic for the full 6-kilometer
course.
Washington University in St. Louis
took the team title, finishing with a
dominant score of 70 points. NESCAC
rivals Middlebury and Williams were
second and third, with 111 and 153
points, respectively. Claremont-MuddScripps finished fourth with 223 points.
Rounding out the top five was MIT,
another of the New England teams, with
276 points. Amherst took 11th place
with 373 points. Tufts was the fifth New
England team at the meet, finishing
with 497 points.
Chiara Del Piccolo, a sophomore
from Williams, won the individual title,
running the 6,000-meter course in
20:52.08. She ran away from the pack in
the final half-mile of the race, finishing
five seconds ahead of the runner-up,
senior Christy Cazzola from WisconsinOshkosh.
With two teams in the top three and
three in the top five, the New England
region showed the nation its strength
and depth. The region’s talent means
that the runners who get to nationals
have already faced some of the best
women in the country.
Junior tri-captain Lilly Fisher led
the way for the Jumbos, placing 123rd
overall in 22:27. Sophomore Madeleine
Carey was just two seconds behind in
126th place. Sophomore Laura Peterson
and senior tri-captain Anya Price were
back-to-back in 146th and 147th, both
finishing in 22:36. Rounding out the
scoring for the squad was sophomore
Lauren Creath, who was 158th overall
in 22:39.
“Individually, it was a very overwhelming race, so my main focus was
going out controlled,” Price said. “My
first mile was 5:45, pretty similar to
Regionals, and then I focused on working off of Lilly and Maddie and keep-
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Junior tri-captain Lilly Fisher finished 123rd, narrowly edging a pack of her teammates who
were just seconds behind.
ing them in sight. It was a great team
effort, because as packed as it was, the
five of us were so close and were able
to see and work off of each other during the race.”
The final two members of the squad
were sophomore Abby Barker and junior
Julia Hajnoczky. Barker was 174th with a
time of 22:46, while Hajnoczky clocked a
time of 23:34, good for 243rd place.
“The course was so flat and open,
so it was fast from the beginning,”
Peterson said. “But I also felt like I
could see the six other Tufts runners
most of the race because of that, which
was really helpful.”
“We had a race that was very indicative of our season,” Price added. “Our
strength has been our pack-running and
our depth this year, and our 11 second
spread really demonstrated that.”
Price, the lone senior in the top seven,
finished her cross country career on
the biggest stage, something that had
eluded the team for her previous three
years on the squad. Though the race
wasn’t her best individual performance,
Price appreciated the chance to run in
the meet, and was pleased with the success of her teammates.
“Racing at Nationals brought a whole
new energy, and we were all very positive and excited going into the race,

instead of nervous and stressed,” Price
said. “That was a very unique aspect to
the meet, and if the team comes back
next year they’ll have the added confidence which will give it even more positive energy.”
With six of the top seven returning
for next year’s campaign, and a strong
core right behind them, the future looks
bright for coach Kristen Morwick’s
squad.
“Now that [the team has] the confidence and knowledge that they
can make an impression on the New
England region, I think it’ll definitely
be a great season next year of pushing their limits and the pack-running
and working together,” Price said. “[The
team] will definitely only get stronger
now that they’ve accomplished all of
this together.”
“Going to nationals once has only
made us more excited to go back in
the next few years,” Peterson added.
“We now know what it takes to get to
Nationals and with a strong returning
team, we are excited to see what we can
accomplish in the future.”
After the most successful season in
recent years, most of the Jumbos will
relax by taking some well-deserved time
off before looking ahead to the indoor
track season.

Sailing

Tufts finishes fifth at Sloop Nationals
Race marks first appearance at event since 2004
by

Ann Sloan

Daily Editorial Board

The co-ed sailing team was in San
Francisco this past weekend as they
attempted to bring Tufts its first ever
Sloop National title at the ICSA Match
Race National Championship. The
Jumbos fell short of their goal, however,
finishing fifth out of 10 teams.
Tufts had not made it to Nationals for
sloop racing since 2004, according to
head coach Ken Legler. The U.S. Naval
Academy won the national title, with
Roger Williams finishing second. Stanford
rounded out the top three.
“We were a little disappointed with the
weekend. We really didn’t know how good
the other teams were,” Legler said. “The
winning team was the team that surprised
us. They were really just better prepared,
but we thought we were about even with
Roger Williams and better than the rest.”
Sophomore Will Haeger was the skipper for Tufts with classmates David
Liebenberg at bow and Maggie Bacon as
trimmer. The Jumbos secured a spot in
the championship regatta when they won
the New England Sloop Championship
on Sept. 25. That day, they finished in
first in ten of 11 races.
On Friday, the sophomore trio started
off the championship regatta on a successful note, finishing in third place after
the first stage of round robin events. The

Jumbos won seven of nine races, with
their only two losses coming against the
two top seeds: Navy and Roger Williams.
“In the very first race against Navy,
Navy did a better job than us. Had we
won that race, we would have been in the
driver’s seat the whole regatta. But Navy
won and instead, they were in the driver’s
seat the whole regatta,” Legler said.
In the quarterfinal knockout round,
Tufts faced off with the University of
South Florida, the sixth seed after the
first stage. But the Bulls proved a strong
opponent, taking two straight races to
win the best-of-three series.
In the first race, Tufts forgot one of the
rules, specific to the regatta.
“We had a couple of unforced errors,
which dropped us down. We not only
broke a rule, but we got passed on it. We
went from leading South Florida to being
behind them with a penalty imposed by
the umpire,” Legler said. “It was nothing South Florida did. It was our own
unforced error, and it cost us that race.”
Tufts did not fare well in the second
race either. Haeger and his crew sailed
too far down current from the starting
line and were unable to catch up.
There was little wind on Saturday,
which affected the schedule of the races.
“The regatta was shorter than we had
hoped, and that positioned us to have
the quarterfinal against Florida, which
we screwed up,” Legler said.

Following the loss to South Florida,
Tufts beat Michigan and then clinched
the fifth place spot with a victory over
Wisconsin.
“We weren’t happy with the weekend,”
Liebenberg said. “We were sloppy with
our boat handling and our boat work. We
made some mistakes, and it didn’t go well
for us. It was tough losing the way we did
because we felt like we were one of the
top few teams, and we felt like we beat
ourselves.”
Though the team did not perform to
its expectations, the Jumbos did win nine
of their 13 races, showing their cohesion.
With the championship regatta marking
the end of sloop racing until next year,
coach Legler and the team are already
getting excited about the prospects of
next fall’s success.
With Navy’s team graduating, Tufts’
main competition will come from Roger
Williams, Boston College and Stanford.
Next year’s sloop nationals will be in
Haeger’s hometown of Chicago, where he
has experience racing, which the team
expects to give them a boost of energy
and confidence.
“This was an all-sophomore team. We
have tremendously talented sophomore
back-ups as well,” Legler said. “We’re
going to have a good first boat and a
good training boat for years to come. So I
think we’re more determined than ever to
come back.”

Alex Prewitt | Live from Mudville

Thankful
for
what?

S

oon the obligatory Thanksgivingbased columns will roll out, the
ones trumpeting the hidden greatness in sports, the ephemerality
that delivers us from everyday monotony.
We’ll write about touchdowns and home
runs, about superstars and coaches. Some
might even make a joke or two. Might I
suggest something about Kris Humphries?
No? Maybe a Tim Tebow-related wisecrack
will suffice.
Every year we write the same old mundane drawl. On Thanksgiving, let’s be
thankful for sports. Let’s be thankful that
we live in America. Let’s be thankful for
football on Thursdays and turkey on the
table. Sports give us hope, something to
root for that we observe as bigger than
ourselves. And with that, let us bow our
heads and say grace.
But when it comes down to it, the horrors and tragedy, especially in the past
week, overshadow anything we could spin
into a happy-go-lucky, mailed-in piece
linking Thanksgiving to athletics. Perhaps
it’s snowballed, and we currently reside
in the darkness that inevitably surfaces
before the dawn. Lately, though, perpetual
blackness seems to pervade the sports
world, leaving us with plenty to be thankful for, but for all the wrong reasons.
Save the trivial — the NBA looks like it
won’t have a season; your favorite college
football team got upset — this is not a good
time to be a sports fan, to see how far the
great ones can fall, to face the mortality of
your idols perpendicular to Thanksgiving.
Longtime Syracuse associate coach
Bernie Fine is facing allegations of molestation from two former ball boys. Though
coach Jim Boeheim is vehemently defending his friend and coworker, the prospect
for a fallout is too great to win over the public’s trust. Signs currently point to the affirmative, which makes Boeheim’s defense
— and the majority of the Syracuse community’s defense — all the more curious.
The justice system will likely prove effective, but for now we are left to wait and
see whether another nationally renowned
program will be taken down by a desire to
protect “one of its own.”
Of course, that mentality appears to
have taken down Penn State, where media
attention has hardly relinquished Happy
Valley. We’ve been constantly surrounded
by stories of sexual assault in the shower, of
failed morality. Images of Mike McQueary
and Jerry Sandusky’s interviews are everywhere. We cannot go one day without
being reminded — please note: The constant reminder is good; it keeps the public
on its toes and encourages more victims to
come forward — of the fact that an assistant coach who worked with children and
teenagers sexually abused many of them.
Tragedy struck Oklahoma State on
Thursday when women’s basketball coach
Kurt Budke and assistant Miranda Serna
were killed in a plane crash, just a decade
after 10 members of the Cowboys’ basketball program were killed in a plane crash
in Colorado. Arkansas tight end Garrett
Uekman passed away on Sunday as well.
Clearly these are tragic moments
for the close communities of Arkansas
and Oklahoma State, for the victims of
Sandusky and Fine’s alleged abuse. But
what about for the casual sports fan,
for the one distant enough to not get
sucked in but certainly close enough to
feel the pain?
The half-full glass would say we should
be thankful that, say, more people aren’t
like Bernie Fine or Jerry Sandusky. But
that’s missing the point. Sport is a safe
haven, a place where we go to escape reality and invest in something larger than the
self. But when death and rape threaten
to undermine that basic principle, everything bursts into flames. Suddenly we’re
forced to become something we don’t
want to be: We’re forced to become real.
And we should be thankful for that —
for events that put things into perspective.
Happy Thanksgiving.
Alex Prewitt is a senior majoring in English
and religion. He can be reached on his blog
at http://livefrommudville.blogspot.com or
followed on Twitter at @Alex_Prewitt.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Jumbos win Charlie Ryan Classic
Deep team starts season 2-0, strong in second half
by

Claire Kemp

Daily Editorial Board

After winning the two games needed
to take home the Charlie Ryan Classic at
Thomas College, the men’s basketball team
MEN’S BASKETBALL
(2-0, 0-0 NESCAC)
at Waterville, Mass., Saturday
Tufts
Thomas

43 41
39 32

— 84
— 71

at Waterville, Mass., Friday
Tufts
Newbury

48 40
37 45

— 88
— 82

started 2-0 for the first time in the NESCAC
era. This is an encouraging sign for the program which hopes to surge into the top half
of the conference.
The Jumbos defeated host Thomas on
Saturday afternoon 84-71 for the title, after
knocking off Newbury College 88-82 in the
opener the night before. Senior forward Alex
Orchowski earned the tournament MVP nod
for his 35-point, 16-rebound weekend, but
Tufts’ depth was on display with seven players scoring in double digits on the road to the
championship.
On Saturday, Tufts looked good from the
start, jumping out to an early 11-4 lead with
a three-pointer from senior tri-captain guard
Amauris Quezada and four points from
Orchowski. But the Terriers capitalized on
some season-opening jitters from the Jumbos
to battle back to a 23-22 lead 14 minutes into
the first half. It wasn’t until junior tri-captain
forward Scott Anderson broke a 30-30 tie at
7:28 that the Jumbos took control, building up
a nine-point lead. Despite a late run from the
Terriers, Tufts went into half time up 43-39.
After the break, the Terriers sustained
their momentum and cut the Jumbos’ lead
to two. But Tufts buckled down for the rest
of the period, a marked improvement from
the team’s erratic second-half showings last
year. In the next three minutes, the Jumbos
scored eight unanswered points and built
a comfortable 51-41 lead with just over 17
minutes to play.
“The biggest difference [from last year] is
our mindset coming out of halftime,” said
sophomore guard Kwame Firempong, who
added 10 points, 10 rebounds and six assists
in his team-high 33 minutes on the court
Saturday.
“A big key for us this season was to sustain a
complete defensive effort for the entire game
instead of in spurts. Being able to bring the
energy defensively at all times is really critical in preventing teams from getting back in
games,” he said.
At the 6:52 mark, the Jumbos maxed out
their lead at 17, an insurmountable margin so

William Butt/Tufts Daily

Senior forward Alex Orchowski shot 6-for-8 from the field and netted 17 points in 23 minutes
to lead the Jumbos past Thomas College for the Charlie Ryan Classic title.
late in the game. Shortly after, Tufts walked off
the court with an 84-71 championship win.
Five Jumbos posted double-digit points
in Saturday’s game, including three doubledouble performances. Anderson’s 12 points
and 11 rebounds and Orchowski’s 17 and 11
bolstered Firempong’s strong performance.

Sophomore forward Tom Folliard and senior
tri-captain forward James Long chipped in 14
and 13 points, respectively. And this was all in
the absence of the team’s starting point guard
from last season, sophomore Oliver Cohen,
who was out with an illness.
The night before, even more Jumbos

chipped in to help dismiss Newbury College,
88-82. While Orchowski and Firempong were
again stellar, netting 14 and 18 points, respectively, two freshmen got in on the doubledigit action. Guard C.J. Moss went a perfect
2-for-2 from behind the arc and 5-for-6 from
the line for 11 points in his 22-minute collegiate debut, while fellow first-year guard Ben
Ferris put together a big opening game with
12 points and five steals.
“I think everyone was happy with the energy the freshmen brought onto the court,”
Orchowski said. “They’re very talented and
they work hard when they’re out there. It’s
easy to play with anyone who can bring both
of those things to a team.”
Tufts’ offense came out strong, and hot
shooting enabled the Jumbos to build a
23-16 lead just past the midway point of
the half. Meanwhile, the defense stifled
Newbury, holding them to under 38 percent
from the field.
At 4:26 to play, a layup from Ferris sparked
an 8-0 Tufts runwhich included back-to-back
threes from the rookiethat left the Jumbos
with their largest lead of the weekend, at 45-29
with just 3:07 before the half. The Nighthawks
staged a meager comeback but Tufts headed
to the locker room on top 48-37 after a jumper
from Firempong just before the buzzer.
In the second half, the Jumbos held a slim
lead from the 4:08 mark to around one minute to play, but each time the Nighthawks
threatened, Orchowski or Firempong
answered to save Tufts from an all-toofamiliar late-game collapse. Then, after a
layup from Ferris at 1:27, a combined 7-for-8
performance from the line from Firempong
and Moss helped the Jumbos escape any
threats before the clock expired.
“I think the most important thing we can
take from these two wins is that if we can
rebound and play solid defense, our team has
a lot of potential,” Orchowski said. “We did
a great job scoring, but also learned that we
have some things to tighten up on the defensive side of the ball.”
On Tuesday, the Jumbos will look to continue their success at home against Regis
College. Exactly one year ago, the Pride
upset the Jumbos 81-63 in one of Tufts’
worst defensive performances to date, as
the Jumbos allowed the visitors to shoot at
62.7 percent while the offense committed
16 turnovers and saw only two players score
over nine points.
This year, most of Tufts’ roster is more
experienced, but the Jumbos will have to
avoid a close call like Friday’s in order to enter
the Thanksgiving break undefeated for the
first time since the 2002-2003 season.
“The focus for tomorrow’s game is to learn
from the loss last year,” Orchowski said. “We
came out flat and played catch-up the rest of
the game. We need to know that we cannot
underestimate any of our opponents and
need to come out and play well for a full 40
minutes.”

MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

Rand leads Jumbos to ninth place at NCAA Championships
North Central College wins national team title
by

Lauren Flament

Daily Editorial Board

The men’s cross country team showed
the nation its strength at the Div. III NCAA
Championships on Saturday with a ninthplace finish in the team’s first appearance
at the meet since 2007.
After disappointing results in the
NESCAC and the NCAA Div. III New
England Championships, the pieces finally
fell into place for the Jumbos this weekend.
Tufts’ top five runners crossed the line of
the 8,000-meter course at Lake Breeze Golf
Club in Winneconne, Wis., with new personal records to accomplish their seasonlong goal of earning a top-ten finish at
nationals.
In his debut at the race, junior Matt
Rand was the first Jumbo across the line,
besting his PR by 19 seconds with a final
mark of 24:36, good for 19th place. With a

top-35 finish, Rand earned All-American
Honors,his first for cross country and second at the collegiate level.
“I was very happy with it, both the team
and my individual finish. We all performed
to our potential for the first time this season, and it showed in the results,” Rand
said. “We’ve been saying all season that we
could be a top ten team nationally, and we
went out and proved that Saturday.”
“I got out where I wanted to, in the top
30 during the first mile, and then I just tried
to latch onto a pack with [Bowdoin sophomore] Coby Horowitz and Washington
University’s [senior] Michael Burnstein and
they carried me to the top 15, where I ran
for most of the race,” Rand added. “I got
a pretty bad cramp in the last 400 meters,
which cost me a few points, but overall I
was happy with the finish.”
Classmate Kyle Marks was the next Jumbo
to cross the line, earning 71st place with a

nine-second PR of 25:06. Sophomores Brian
McLaughlin, Liam Cassidy and Andrew
Shapero completed the Jumbos’ scoring
five. McLaughlin joined Rand and Marks
in the top-100 in the 279-man field with an
eight-second best time of 25:15, good for
95th. Cassidy was just two seconds back
in 101st, with a 23-second PR of his own.
Shapero’s time of 25:37 ranked 153rd and
was his fastest by nine seconds as well.
“It was definitely my best race of the
season,” Marks said. “I tried to execute
the same race plan that I did last year [at
nationals], and that worked out well for me.
My plan was to get out well and then settle
into a pack around 70th or 80th and then
just try to work my way up in the last couple
miles… It was also nice to run with Brian
and Liam for some of the race. We definitely
helped each other out.”
“[The top five] all PR’ed so everyone
really stepped it up, which was really big

for us,” Rand added. “We all ran smart
and no one seemed to be overwhelmed by
the importance or the chaos of the race.
Everyone ran hard and fought hard.”
Senior Connor Rose and sophomore Ben
Wallis rounded out the squad. In his final
cross country race for Tufts, Rose crossed
the line in 25:43 for 170th. Wallis’s 26:00
earned his 208th.
“It was really tough for Connor and Ben
to suffer injuries in the middle of the season, but both of them fought well to come
back and still be our six and seven,” Marks
said.
No. 1 ranked North Central College of
Illinois did not disappoint on Saturday, capturing the team title with 110 points, placing its five scorers in the top 50 of the field,
including two All-Americans. In the runnerup spot was defending champion Haverford
see MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY, page 10

